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MUTUAL DEFENSE TREATY WITH KOREA

MESSAGE
FROM

THE PRESIDENT OF THE. UNITED STATES
TRANSMIING

A MUTUAL DEFENSE TREATY BETWEEN THE UNITED STATES OF
AMERICA AND THE REPUBLIC OF KOREA, SIGNED AT WASHING-
TON ON OCTOBER 1, 1953

JANUARY 11, 1954.-The agreement was read the first time and the injunction of
secrecy was removed therefrom, and together with all accompanying papers
was referred to the Committee on Foreign Relations and ordered to be printed
for the use of the Senate

JANUARY 26, 1954.-Ratified with an understanding (see p. 8)

THE NHITE HOUSE, January 11, 1954.
To the Senate of the United States:

With a view to receiving the advice and consent of the Senate to
ratification, I transmit herewith the Mutual Defense Treaty between
the United States of America and the Republic of Korea, signed at
Washington on October 1, 1953.

I transmit also for the information of the Senate a document
containing the joint statement by President Syngman Rhee of the
Republic of Korea and by the Secretary of State on August 8, 1953,
on the occasion of the initialing of the Mutual Defense Treaty in
Seoul, and the text. of an address by the Secretary of State on the
occasion of the signing of the Mutual Defense Treaty on October 1,
1953.

There is further transmitted for the information of the Senate the
report made to me by the Secretary of State regarding the aforesaid
treaty.

The Mutual Defense Treaty signed by the United States and the
Republic of Korea is designed to deter aggression by giving evidence
of our common determination to meet the common danger. It thus
reaffirms our belief that the security of an individual nation in the
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free world depends upon the security of its partners, and constitutes
another link in the collective security of the free nations of the
Pacific.

I recommend that the Senate give early favorable consideration to
the treaty submitted herewith, and advise and consent to its ratifi-
cation.

DWIGHT D. EISENHOWER.

(Enclosures: (1) Report of the Secretary of State; (2) Mutual
defense treaty with Korea; (3) Joint, statement by President. Synginan
Rhee and the Secretary of State; (4) address by the Secretary of
State.)

DEPARTMENT OF STATE,
Washington, December 30, 1953.

The PRESIDENT,
The White Rouse:

I have the honor to submit to you, with a view to the transmission
thereof to the Senate for its advice and consent to ratification, the
Mutual Defense Treaty between the United States of America and
the Republic of Korea, signed at Washington on October 1, 1953.

The provisions of the treaty were negotiated with the Republic of
Korea by me during the course of a visit to Korea last August to
discuss problems of mutual concern with President Syngman Rhee.
Senate leaders were consulted and kept fully informed of the exchange
of views which led to the development and formulation of this treaty.

As I stated at the signing of the treaty, it is a defense treaty firmly
dedicated to peace. It is designed to deter aggression by making
clear that each party recognizes that an armed attack in the Pacific
area upon the territory adimiiinistratively controlled by either would
be dangerous to its own peace and safety, and declares that it, would
act to meet the conunoii danger in accordaiice with its constitutional
process The ulndert aking of each party to aid the ot her operatess
only ii case that party is the victim of externiial aried attack. Armed
attack by a party, either against a foreign state, or against territory
not at the time recogniiized by the other as lawfully brought under the
administrative control of the first, does not bring the treaty into
operation. An armed attack by either party does not obligate the
othcr to come to its assistance.

As another step in the development of a Pacific security system,
the treaty will complement the earlier treaties which have entered into
force with Australia and New Zealand, the Philippines, and Japan.
Like those treaties, the treaty with Korea is in full conformity with
the objectives and principles of the Charter of the United Nations.
It affirms the belief of this Government that the security of an indi-
vidial nation in the free world depends upon the security of its part-
ners and constitutes another link in the cole tive seCuritv of the free
nations of the Pacific.

The treat v consists of a p rembti 1,e and six substantive articles. The
preamble sets forth te (ir(umstanees fori ma king th1e treatY, plrovid-
in in particular that the treat1y is (lesigined to (coordinate the efforts
of the parties "pending the development of a more comprehensive
system of regional security in the Pacific area." Thus evoluitionarV
developments' are conteniplated as i lie treaties with Aistralia
and New Zealand, the Philippines, and Japan.
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Article I is identical with the comparable articles in the tri)artite
and Philippine treaties, except for the inclusion of an additional
phrase whereby the parties agree to refrain in their international
relations roin the threat or use of force in any manner inconsistent
not only \%witi respect to the purposes of the United Nations, blut also
with res)ect to the olbligations assumed by any party toward the
United Nat ions.

Article II calls for consiiltationii between the parties whenever the
ternitioial intgii t, police inide pen dence , or the security of i thor
party is threatened by external armed attack. The article :also
emll1bodies the i-nciple established by Senate Resolution 239, 80th
Congress, the Vandenberg resolution, which calls for "self-help and
mutual aid" by all the parties to security arrangements joined in by
the United States and which involve commitments by the United
States. The provisions of the article are similar to comparable pro-
visions in the treaties with Australia and New Zealand and with
the Philippines.

Article III is the heart of the treaty. Under that article each
party--
recoginizis t hat an armed attack in the Pacific area on either of the Parties in
territories now uider their resp' et active administrative' e control, or hereatfte r rc-
oglized bv (ie of the Part ies as 1awvfuIlly brought udiider the administrative
control of the other, vol1(1 he daigro us to its wnii pace and safety and declares
that it wonul nat, to meet the cannoni I anico'r in accordance vitii its constitiutiouial

Tfhis Ia iloangag is the S0inC as the compairable provisions ini the treaties
witi Austril ia and New Zea land and with the Philippines except
that it defines the area within which the treaty is to operate, naiely
in te:ritories now under the respective administrative control of
either party, or hereafter recognized by one of the parties as lawfully
brought under the administrative control of the other. This provision
is designed to take cognizience of the fact that the Republic of Korea
presently has effective control over only part of Korea. If either
contracting state should initiate an armed attack against any ter-
ritory not under its administrative control when the treaty was signed
or thereafter recognized by the other as lawfully brought under the
administrative control of the first, the treaty would not apply. Under
its terns the treaty could continue to be applicable in event that a
political settlement unifying Korea is reached. In the Australiaii
and New Zealan11d andi Phili)piine treaties the area within which they
are to operate is defined in a separate article.

Article IV grants to the United States the right to dispose lan(l,
air, anid sea forces in and ahout the territory of Korea as determined
by mutual agreement. It (toes not make such disposition automatic
or mandatory.

According to article VI, the treaty has indefinite duration, but
either party may terminate it 1 year after notice is given.

In view of tlie importance of this treiatv as a deterrent to awzression
and Ihuis to the maintenanice of peace aId secnrity in the Paciic area,
it is fhoe I hat it wilN he iv'n earlyand favorable consideration by
the Sic nat e.

Respectfully submitted.
JOHN FOSTErn DULLES.

(Enclosure: Mutual defense treaty with Korea.)
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MUTUAL DEFENSE TREATY BETWEEN THE UNITED
STATES OF AMERICA AND THE REPUBLIC OF KOREA

The Parties to this Treaty,
Reaffirming their desire to live in peace with all peoples and

all governments, and desiring to strengthen the fabric of peace
in the Pacific area,

Desiring to declare publicly and formally their common de-
termination to defend themselves against external armed at tack
so that no potential aggressor could be under the illusion that
either of them stands alone in the Pacific area,

Desiring further to strengthen their efforts for collective
defense for the preservation of peace and secur; y pending the
development of a more comprehensive and effective system of
regional security in the Pacific area,

Have agreed as follows:

ARTICLE I

The Parties undertake to settle any international disputes in which
they may be involved by peaceful means in such a manner that
international peace and security and justice are not endangered and
to refrain in their international relations from the threat or use of
force in any manner inconsistent with the Purposes of the United
Nations, or obligations assumed by any Party toward the United
Nations.

ARTICLE II

The Parties will consult together whenever, in the opinion of either
of them, the political i ndependence or security of either of the Parties
is tireatenedIv b external armed attack. Separately and jointly, by
self help and mutual aid, the Parties will maintain a(d develop ap-
propriate means to deter aimed attack and will take suitable( mIeasrlis
in consultation and agreement, to implement this Treaty and to further
its purposes.

ARTICLE III

Each Party recognizes that an armed attack in the Pacific area on
either of the Parties in territories now under their respective admninis-
trative control, or hereafter recognized by one of the Parties as lawfully
brought under the administrative control of the other, would be
dangerous to its own peace and safety and declares that it would act
to meet the common danger in accordance with its constitutional
processes.

ARTICLE IV

Th4 Republic of Korea grants, and( the United Stat (.Sof America
acC(j)ts, tl mrlit to di-poe united Statts land. air and sell forces in
and a1o11 the t rito of the RepIiblic of Kor':n u1 deterii lhed by
mutual agreement.

AwrIc(LE V

This Treaty shall heiLtilled by the United States of Amerinc and
the Republic of Korea accordance with their respective cont itu-
tional processes and will cone iit) force when inst rumnt s of ratifi-
cation thereof have been exchatinged by theimi at Washington.
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ARTICLE VI

This Treaty shall remain in force indefinitely. Either Party may
terminate it one year after notice has been given to the other Party.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF the undersigned Plenipotentiaries have
signed this Treaty.

DONE in duplicate at Washington, in the English and Korean
languages, this first day of October 1953.

For the United States of America:
JOHN FOSTER DULLES

For the Republic of Korea:
Y. T. PYUN

JOINT STATEMENT BY SECRETARY OF STATE DULLES AND PRESIDENT
SYNGMAN RHEE, OCTOBER 8, 19a3

Following is the text of a join statement by President Svngman
Rhee and Secretary of State John Foster Dulles following the con-
clusion of their talks at Seoul, Korea:

"Our friendly and understanding consultations demonstrate clearly
the determination of the United States and the Republic of Korea to
stand together in cordial cooperation to achieve our coimon objec-
tives, including the reunification of Korea.

"We have today initialed a draft of a Mutual Defense Treaty.
That treaty is designed to unite our nations in common action to
meet common danger and it will cement the ties which have brought
us together to combat in Korea the menace of Communist aggression.

"Our two Governments will actively proceed with the constitutional
processes necessary to bring this treaty into full force and effect.
These constitutional processes, in the case of the United States, re-
quire that the United States Senate consent to the ratification. The
United States Senate, having adjourned this week, will not again be
in regular session until next January. However, United States Sen-
ate leaders have been kept fully informed of the exchange of views
which have led to the action we have taken today and it is our sincere
hope that this will lead to prompt and favorable United States
Senate action.

"Between now and the date when the 'Mutual Defense Treaty can
be expected to come into force and effect, our armed forces in Korea
will be subject to the United Nations Command which will comply
with the armistice terms. If, during this period, there should occur
unprovoked armed attack by the Communist forces against the Repub-
lic of Korea in violation of the armistice, the UNC, including the
Republic of Korea forces, would at once and automatically react, as
such an unprovoked attack would be an attack upon and a threat to
the UNC itself and to the forces under its command. Such reaction
to an unprovoked armed attack would not be a new war but rather a
resumption by the Communist forces of the active belligerency which
the armistice has halted. The UNC will be constantly alert against
such an attack.
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"Our Governments will promptly negotiate agreements to cover the
status of such forces as the United States may elect to maintain in
Korea after the Mutual Defense Treaty comes into force and effect,
and the availability to them of Korean facilities anv services needed
for the discharge of our CIinoo task. In the meantime the Republic
of Korea mill continue to cooperate with the UNC and the status of
UNC forces in Korea and the availability to them of Korean facilities
and services will continue as at present.

"The armistice contemplates that a political conference will be
convened within 3 months, that is, prior to October 27, 1953. At. that
conference the Ulit,(d States delegation. in cooperation with the ROK
delegation and other delegations from the UNC sidle, will s-ek to
achieve the peaceful unification of historic Korea as a free and
inidclpendent nation. We an111d our advisors have already had a full
and satisfactory exchange of views whilh we hope and trust will
establish a preparatory foundation for coordinated effort at. the
political conference.

"If, after the political conference has been in session for 90 (lays, it
becomes clear to each of our governments that all attempts to achieve
these objectives have been fruitless and that the conference is being
exploited by the Communist delegates mainly to infiltrate, propa-
gandize, or otherwise embarrass the Republic of Korea, we shall then
be prepared to make a concurrent withdrawal from the conference.
We will then consult further regarding the attainment of a unified,
free, and independent Koren which is the postwar goal the United
States set itself (luring World War II, which has been accepted by the
United Nations as its goal and which will continue to be an object of
concern of United Sl at es foreign poley.

"We recognize that th-, Republic of Korea possesses the inherent
right of sovereignty to del with its problems. but. it has agreed to take
no unilateral action to unit- Koree by military means for the agreed
duration of the political conference.

"We contemplate that the projected 3- to 4-year program for the
rehabilitation of lie war-ruined Korean economy shall be coordinated
through the combined economic hoard, under the joiit cha irmanshIip
of the Korean and American representatives. This program con-
templates the expenditure of approximma tely one billion dollars of
funds, subject to appropriations thereof by the United States Congress.
Two hundred million dollars has already been authorized, out of
prospective defense savings.

'We have exchaniged preliminary views with respect to various
problems involving the miainteniaI(e nild devel(opmlenit of ROK lnnd,
air, and sell forces.

"We feel confident thit tit, relntiiship thus esta:blihied between
our two Governmnt's uurks 1111 imziport:nIit cot ribultioI to the devel-
oping of independence and freedom in the For Eat . With unshaking
faith in the principle of collecti-ve securitv, afnld with loIIyal adherence
to the Clirter of the Uiiitcd Nut ions, we intend to miove forward
together tow ni the ichievenal ent of ourl coilillon objective -th
restoration of a unified, dellmoc'ratic, an1d iidepenident Korean lntion.

"There are no other agreements or understandings stated or
implied resulting from these consultations other than those herein
containled."9
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STATEMENT BY TH1E HONORABLE JOHN FOSTER DULLES, SECRETARY

OF STATE, OX TIL1 SIGNING OF Tru-E AlTUAL DEFENSE rREk'rY

BEw N THE REcPULC of KOREA AND rHi UNITED STATES,
OcTOBEa 1, 1953

I am very gil today to have the honor of signing this treaty
which last A uSt lPresi[('lit Rhee an1d I W1ork0d Out together
myv visit in Seoul.

For more than 3 years the armed forces of the Republic of Korea
and the Lnited States have been joined together with the forces of

our allies under the United Nations Command in repelling the Com-
rnunist aggression. Thus the signing of this Mutual Defense Treaty
between the Republic of Korea and the United States of America
formalizes a relationship that has already been established between
our countries.

This treaty is a defense treaty firmly dedicated to peace. Its

purpose is to deter aggression. We have no aggressive intentions
toward any nation, but we must recognize that ina world where the
forces of aggression still constitute a threat, constant preparedness
and constant vigilance are the price of our freedom. Bitter experience
has taught us that weakness invites aggression; that the requirement

of peCe and security is the maintenance of our strength. Like those
treaties the United States has alrea(ly concluded with the Philippines,
Australia and New Zealand, and Japan, the treaty we have signed
today is in full conforiity with the aims and principles of the Charter
of the United Nations. It affirms our belief that the security of an

individual nation in the free world depends upon the security of its

partners and constitutes another link in the collective security of the
free nations of the Pacific.

It is our intent to proceed actively to bring the treaty into full
force and effect. In the United States, the constitutional processes

require the consent of the United States Senate to the ratification. It
is our sincere hope that the full exchange of views with its leaders
which has taken place during the development of this treaty will
lead to prompt and favorable action by the United States Senate
when its next regular session convenes in January.

As set forth in the joint statement of August 8 by President Rhee
and myself between now and the (late when the _Mutual Defense

Treaty can be expected to come into force and effect, the armed
forces of our two nations in Korea will be subject to the United
Nations Command which will comply with the armistice terms.
During this period, if there should be an unprovoked attack by Com-
munist forces in violation of the armistice terms, the United Nations
Command would immediately and automatically react.

In no way can this treaty be construed as prejudicing or prejudging
a settlement of the Korean problem. It is an undertaking to settle

by peaceful ineanus a nv international dispute in wilch the parties

may be involved and to refrain in their international relay tions from

the threat or use of force.
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Finally, I want to express our hopes that a political conference will
be held and that a peaceful settlement of the problem of the long-
suffering Korean people will be found. And again I wish to empha-
size that the treaty we have signed today is evidence of our common
desire for peace, and of our conviction that a strong resolve to resist
aggression is a firm step toward this goal.

RESOLUTION OF RATIFICATION, WITH AN UNDER-
STANDING, AS AGREED TO BY THE SENATE ON
JANUARY 26, 1954

Resolved (two-thirds of the Senators present concurring therein), That
the Senate advise and consent to the ratification of Executive A,
Eighty-third Congress, second session, a Mutual Defense Treaty
Between the United States of America and the Republic of Korea,
signed at Washington on October 1, 1953.

It is the understanding of the United States that neither party is
obligated, under article III of the above treaty, to come to the aid
of the other except in case of an external armed attack against such
party; nor shall anything in the present treaty be construed as
requiring the United States to give assistance to Korea except in
the event of an armed attack against territory which has been
recognized by the United States as lawfully brought under the
administrative control of the Republic of Korea.


