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FOREWORD

Housr oF REPRESENTATIVES,
*CoMMITTEE ON FoREIGN AFFAIRS,
-Washington, D.C., May 15, 1979.

This investigative factfinding report has been submitted to.the Com-
mittee on Foreign Affairs by the Staff Investigative Group. Per my
directives and pursuant to the committee’s investigative authority, the
Staff Group conducted a comprehensive inquiry into the international
relations aspects of the activities of the People’s Temple, the tragic
cvents that fe(l to the murder of Representative Leo J. Ryan and other
members of his party, and the mass suicide/murder of the followers of
P(;)ple’s Temple that occurred in Jonestown, Guyana on November 18,
1978, ‘ .

The findings and recommendations in this report are those of the
Staff Investigative Group and do not necessarily reflect the views of
the membership of the Committee on Foreign A ffairs.

R 3
CLEMENT J. ZaBLbckl, Chairman.
[$9¢4]



LETTER OF TRANSMITTAL

Housr oF REPRESENTATIVES,
CoMMITTEE oN FOREIGN AFFAIRS,
I Washington, D.C., May 15, 1979.

Hon, CreMeENT J. ZaBLOCKL, -
Chairman, Committee on Foreign Afairs,
House of Representatives, Washington, D.C. )

DEeARr Mr. Ciarryrax : Based on your directives, we are enclosing the
results of the inquiry you ordered into the assassination of Represent-
ative Leo J. Ryan and related events. We believe we have accom-
plished your objective in conducting an initial but comprehensive fact-
finding investigatior into this matter, -

This report summarizes the highlights of the investigation and
presents our findings and recommendations, All documents and mate-
rinl genctated in the course- of the investigation are available in the
committeo’s files for more complete examination and review by the

/n%mbers of this committee and others with appropriate security
clearances. - '

In isolated cases, documentation provided to the Staff Investigative
Group and contained in the appendixes to this report are of poor
legibility as a result of several reproductions. Nonetheless, the docu-
mentation is important to yarious aspects of the investigation and is
therefore included. } ‘

This has been one of the\lql(:ztﬁchallenging and difficult assignments

a

any of us has ever undertaken in.our work as congressional staff
employees.! Your consistent and> enthusiastic support greatly facili-
tated the success of this effort. Equallysgenerous encouragement and
help has been provided by Representatives Dante B, Fascell, William
S. Broomfield, Edward J. Derwinski, and John H. Buchanan, Jr., as
well as the Committee on House Administratiqn. All assistance we felt
necessary to request of the Congress in the fulfillment of this under-
taking has been provided.

This report is submitted to you and the committee with the hope it
will provide a sound and adequate basis on which thexcommittee’s col-
lective judgment can now be made on whether any fiture action is -
warranted or necessary. ' S -

' Grorae_R. BERDES, .
' ~Staff-Gongultant,
Ivo J. SraLATIN,
Staff Director, Subcommittee on
International Security and Scientific A ffairs,
: Troxas R. SyEETON,
Minority Staff Consultant.
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I. INTRODUCTION

A. Ryan Trir Backoenrounp

The chain of events which led to Representative Leo J. Ryan’s death
in Guyana on November 18, 1978 bogan 1 year earlier almost exactly to
‘the date. The spark that ignited his interest was a San. Francisco
Examiner article of November 13, 1977, involving an old friend and
constituent, Mr. Sam Ilouston of San Bruno, Calif. Headlined
“Scared Too Long,” the story recounted the death of Sam Houston’s
son, Bob, beneath the wheeﬂs of a train on October 5, 1976, 1 day
after he had announced his decision to leave the People’s Temple. T'he
article explained that Mr, Houston was “speaking out” because he
was outraged by the way the Temple had treated his son, about whose
“accidental” death he had lingering doubts. He was also speaking out
because his two granddaughters, who were sent to New York on a
“vacation,” ended up at the People’s Temple agricultural mission in
Jonestown, Guyana—never to return. Sam Houston was also described
as speaking out because he didn’t have much time left. Doctors would
be removing his cancer-choked voice box within n few days. Finally,
Sam II’c’mston snid he was speaking out because he was “tired of being

scared,

Representative Ryan read that story and soon thereafter took the
initintive to contact the Houstons and visited their home. Roinforced
by the fact that a relative had been involved in an unusual church
group, Mr, Ryan decided at that time that the matter needed to be
ooked into.

Over the next 6 to 8 months several other developments took place
which increased his interest in the activities of the People’s Temple.

-Ono was another San Francisco newspaper story recounting the defec-
tion from People’s Temple of Debbie Blakey, including excerpts from
her sworn affidavit of June 15, 1978, noting mass suicide rehearsals at.
Jonestown. Further impetus came in letters he received from con-
cerned relatives of People’s Temple members, some of whom were
constituents, asking his assistance and -alleging, among other things,
social security irregularities, human rights violations, and that their
loved ones wero being held jn Jonestown against their will, He sub-
sequently met with a group of these concerned relatives in August 1978,
As his interest in People’s Temple beeame more widely known. he also .
began receiving extensive mail and petitiops favorable to People’s
Temple. Throughout this period. he directed/his staff to begin compil-
ing information on the People’s Temple, He also hired a young Cali-
fornia attorney to interview former People’s Temple members and
concerned relatives. His specific instruction was to look for possible
violations of Fetleral and California State laws,

The cumulative effect of this effort undertaken by Representative
Ryan led him to request a meeting on September 15, 1978, with VironP.

1)
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