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THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES,
TRANSMITTING

Report in regard to Indian affairs on the Paciftc.
FEBRUARY 16, 1857.-Or(lcied to be printed.

To the Howse of Representatives:
In compliance with a resolution of the House of Representatives of
the 190li ultimo, requesting me " to furnish to the House all correepondence and documents, not incompatible with the public interest,
relating to Indian affairs in the department of the Pacific-those of
the Interior as well as those of the War Department," I transmit
accompanying report and documents from the Secretary of War.
FRANKLIN PIERCE.
WASHINGTON, February 14, 1857.
WAR DEPARTMENT,
Washington, February 14, 1857.
SIR: I have the honor to submit, herewith, the following; papers,
required by the resolution of' the House of Representatives of' the 19th
of January, " that the President be requested to furnish to this House
all correspondence and documents, not incompatible with the public
interest, relating to Indian affairs in the department of the Pacificthose of the Interior as well as those of' the War Department."
I. Reports on the numbers, characteristics, localities, &c., &c., of
the Indians in the department of the Pacific.
If. Indian affairs in California.
III. Indian affairs in Oregon and Washington Territories.
In conformity with your directions, a copy of the resolution was
transmitted to the Secretary of the Interior.
I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
JEFF'N DAVIS,
The PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES.

Secretary of War,
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Reports on the numbers, characteristics, localities, d&O., (C.C,, of the Indiano in the department of, the Pacif.

Circular in reference to obtaining authentic information concerning
the Indians in the department of the Paciflc, dated February 7, 1853.
Brevet Brigadier General E. A. Hitchcock to headquarters of the
army, October 16, 1853, enclosing report of Lieutenant D. L. Floyd
1, 1853.
Jonp%3, September
Report of Brevet Major B. Alvord, July 17, 1853.
Report of Brevet Lieutenant Colonel R. C. Buchanan, August 1,
1853.
Report of Brevet Colonel George Wright, August 1, 1853.
Report of Brevet Major H. W. Wessells, August 2, 1853.
Report of Brevet Major S. P. Heintzelman, July 15, 1853.
Brevet Brigadier Gen. E. A. Hitchcock to headquarters of the army,
()toerx 26, 1853, encowing report of Br vet Major H. Mr. Wessells,
00em 14, :1851.enT.
N~vembwr

[CIRCULAR.]

HEADQUARTERS PAcIFic DIvISION,
San Francisco, February 7, 1853.
SIR: With a view to furnishing authentic information to the War
Department concerning the,' Indians of this division, and of preserving
01s , infor>,atioA in the proper form, the General Commanding directs
tht y.Ou forward to: these: headquarters by the 15th August next a
legibly written on letter paper, with a
detled andcareful report,
marin of one inch, concerning the tribes living near your post, ox
within the, range oyer which your duties would extend.
Taking paragraph 86, regulations of 1847, as a basis, the report
will embrace, besil4es the heads therein specified, the following: The
name' locality, and number of each tribe; their kind of government;
their customs at marriages, 'births, deaths, and funerals:; their mode
of living as to houses or shelter, food and raiment; a description of
their agriculture, and other arts, if any; their traffic; their modes of
punishment; their superstitions, rites, and ceremonies; their amusements, dances, &c., ball plays, if any; their domestic animals, if any;
the general features of the country they inhabit, rivers and mountains, the proportion of arable lands, the natural products; the game,
and: sucdh other topics as may be deemed of interest.
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The general intendsto forward your report, with others, to Washington, and he, trustsgyou will be able to prepare it in such manner
as to -furnish much valuable information upon the interesting subject,
which it is not improbable may bh published by Congress.
I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
E. D. TOWNSEND,
Assistant Adjutant General.
11UIAN ARVAIRS ON THA TEAOUIP10.

The COMMANDING OFFicEn, Steilacoom, Oregon.

LSimilar circulars were addressed to the commanding officers at'
Da les of the Columbia, Oregon; Fort Orford, Oregon; Humboldt,
Bay, California; Fort Reading, northern district of California; Fod
Miller, California; Ranch Juness, California; Fort Yuma, Califax,
nia.]
[Endmorsenient.]

1ndian aiatrs.
Approved, and respectfully submitted to the Secretary of War.

WINFIELD GSCOVtI.

HEADQUARTERS PACIFIO DIVISION,

o15, 185Si
,San Francisco, Octe'
Snt: In the execution of my proper duties in.this division$ I have
felt called upon to obtain detailed information in regard to the aborigines of the country, showing their numbers, geographical locality,
habits, means of living, &c., &c. To obtain this information I have
required reports from: officers sent out on special expeditions, and-have
also required reports from officers in command of posts in- the interioFk
of the country. As these reports may be relied upon asengirelySal.
thentic, and contain much information which is even now exceedl`hgly6*.
interesting, and must become more so in the lapse, of time, I &vh
thought proper -to forward them for such disposition as may be deemed
suitable by the General-in-chief, merely remarking that I should be
gratified, as an act of justice to the officers who have so fully and
handsomely complied with nmy instructions, if the report should be
filed in the War Department, subject to the disposition of Congress.
I would take occasion to observe that philosophers often direct their
attentionltowards the primitive condition of man, or of man in a supposed primitive state, and speculate at length upon his probable sit-',
uation in what is called a state of nature. I undertake to say that
some of the tribes of Indians on this coast are absolutely in a state of
nature, if by this state may be understood man utterly- destitute of
all arts, and totally void of all intellectual or other cultivation, living
upon the natural products of the country, without artificial clothing,.
and without other shelter than is: afforded by the forests and caves of
a country itself in a state of nature. Here, then, may be seen man
in a primitive state, and here he may be studied in that state, without the chances of speculative error; and it is on this account that I.
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have supposed the notices of the aborigines contained in the reports
herewith forwarded, all of which have been made with a strict regard
to facts, may have some special value to a certain class of men, who,
though rarely seen in the foreground of active life, do, nevertheless,
exercise an immense influence upon the destinies of man by the silent,
but sure, operation of truth.
The reports herewith inclosed are from First Lieut. De L. Floyd
Jones, 4th infantry, Steilacoom, W. T.; Brevet Major B. Alvord, 4th
infantry, Dalles of the Columbia, Oregon; Brevet Lieut. Colonel R.
U. Buchanan, 4th infantry, Humboldt bay; Brevet Colonel G. Wright,
4th infantry, Fort Reading and northern district of California; Brevet
Major H. W. Wessells, 2d infantry Fort Miller, California; Brevet
Major S. P. Heintzelman, 2d infantry, Fort Yuma,
Colorado river,
Oalifornia.
In addition to these, there are two reports from Lieut. G. H. Paige,
2d infantry, in relation to the Pimo and Maricopa Indians, which
were forwarded to Washington September 28 and November 30, 1852,
and areprobably Dow on file in the AdjutantiGeneral's office, and one
from Brevet Major Wessel1.s, of the Humboldt and Klamath tribes,
':,which will be forwarded by the next mail; all of whicliwill make the
subject more complete, andt should be taken in connexion with these.
I have the hollor to be, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
..E. A. HITCHCOCK,
Colonel 2d Infantry, Brevet Brig. General Commanding.
Lient. Colonel L. THOMAS,
A86t. Add't General, Headquarters Army, New York.
[Endorsement.]

The reports herewith, from officers of the army, relative to Indians
'on our Pacific coast, are highly interesting, and I take pleasure in
.complying with the request of Brigadier General Hitchcock, commanding tbe department of the Pacific, in submitting them to the
Secretary of War, that they may be submitted to the disposition of

.Respectfully submitted.
WINFIELD SCOTT.
HEADQUARTERS OF THE ARMY,
New York, December 1, 1853.
STEILACOOM BARRACKS, W. T., September 1, 1853.
SIR: Upon relieving Second Lieutenant W. A. Slaughter, fourth infantry, from the command of this post, on the 28th of March last, I
received from him the circular issued from your office February 7th,
1853, calling upon the commander of this post for an extended report
of the Various lndlian tribes over which the jurisdiction of this g~arrison4` extends. On the 18th of July I was, in turn, relieved by Brevet
MaJor Charles H. Larnard, fourth infantry, and as the report is required at the hands of the commander of the 1)ost, I may with p)ro-
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priety ' onsider myself relieved from this duty; having, however,
during the short period that I was in charge, gthered some of the
information calledfor, I respectfully submit it.
The Indian tribes that come most directly under the jurisdiction of
this garrison, are those residing on Puget's Sound and the small streams
that flow into it. Th ey are included in the district of country lying
west of the Cascade mountains, and between the forty-seventh and
forty-ninth degrees of north latitude-an extensive district, as a single glance at the map will show.
They number between six and seven thousand, and are divided
into about thirty different tribes, as follows:
About dis t. Suppose( I
from post numbers

Name of tribe.
-

Squally-ah-mish .....
Swo-tic-mam-ish ...........
Pualli-paw-mish .......
Sho-ma-mish........ ,,
Stitchean saw-mish -.

Miles.

35
35 or 40
36

Sko-sko-mish and lu a-nooch.
Sah-ma-mish....

40
50

Sno-ho-mish.......

60

Chim-a kim-..
Stcil-la-qua-mish.. .....
Selal-lum .-

70
70 or 80
70 to 1 10

36

-----

-

-

.

Nesqually river, bay, and vicinity.
Case's inlet.
Puallip's river, bay, and vicinity.Vashon's Island.
A
Budd's inlet and South bay, vicinity of town of Olympia.
35
Totten Inlet.
100
Case's inlet.
30 or 40 Port Orchard, Elliot's bay, and vi0
cinity.
60
On Duwamish river, andvicinity of
the small town of Seattle.
300
Head of Hood's canal.
100
Country bordering on a lake bet.
Nee-wah-mish and Sno-ho-iish
rivers.
260
South end of Whitney's island, Sno;:honish river, bay, and vicinity.
100
Vicinity of Port Trownsend.,
176
Steil-la-qula-mishriver and vicinity.
600
'he coast between Los Angeles and
Port Townsend.

80

100

90

175

Sno-qual-a-mick........

90

225

Kick-u-allis .......-.....

90

160

Ska-git ....... ..-....-.-

90

600

Sah-mish ..................

Sock-a-muke..
........

130
130

250
160

Lum-my ...................

140

400

Slub-e-a-ma ..
Caw-achlim ...........

160

400

-160

0800

Pistt chim, formerly Sclal-lum
Swin-a-mish .......
Ma-caw, (or Flattery) ...

140
120
170

100
200

Skuck-stan-ajumpo
Skey-wah-mish-

.

--

Location of tribe.

100
60
200
40
25 or 30

8
15
16
20
28

.
Say-hay-mah-mish
Quacli-snah-mish.. ......
...
..
Sno-qua-mish .
Du-wa-mish.

-

-

400
Probably.

-

Skuck-stan-a-jumpo river, a branch
of Skea-wah-mish river.
North for kof Sno-ho-mish river,
called Sha-wa-mish river.
South fork of Sno 4o. mish river,
called Sno-qual-a-mnick river.,
Mouth of Kickuallis river, and vicinity.
North :end of -Whidby's Island,
Skagit river, and vicinity.
Headwaters of Skagit river.
North of Whidby's Island, on river

of same name.
On Lummy river, one of the mouths
of Skagit river.
North of Whildby's Island, on river
of same name.
North of: Bellingham bay, and
between it and Frazer's river.

Near the Sclallunm tribe.
On river of same name.
Vicinity of Cape Flattery.
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In the foregoing list I have: iven the names of these tribes, with
their supposed numbers, their location, aand their distance from this
)ost. Iln none of these particulars do I claim to be perfectly accurate.
It would be presumptuous in me to do so; their organization is so
exceedingly imperfect, and their chief or head men so exceedingly
ignorant of the numbers of their tribes, that it is impossible to ascertain, except by means of a regular census, their true numbers. Those,
as here given, were ascertained, some by observation, and others
through the kindness of the Indian agent, Mr. E. A. Starling. The
distances are estimated by the most practicable routes now travelled.
In locating the tribe, I have taken that point at which they make their
winter quarters for in the summer they have no permanent location
but travel from point to point, stopping at those places which furnish
them most readily a necessary supply of food.
In their tribal organization, their mode of government, their arts
manner of living, rites and ceremonies, amusements, and their customs generally, all these tribes:strongly resemble each other. None
of them can be regarded as warlike. They all live on the most amicable terms with :the whites, and appear rather anxioussthat settlers
hlouldl come among them. There are, however, occasionally slight
difficulties between settlers and the most remote tribes, but these are
generally traceable to the rum which is dealt out to them, either by
the settlers themselves or traders upon the Sound. A good number
Qr each tribe ar'e provided with fire-arms; these they have generally
obtained from the Hudson's Bay and Puget's Sound trading companies. They are of the old pattern flint-lock musket, and of an inferior
quality. I have also found the double-barrelled percussion gun, and
occasio1nally1the American rifle. A few only of each tribe :are skilled
in the ude of these weaponS. Their mode of' subsistence being entirely
independent of the chase, they have little -cause to perfect themselves
in the use- of fire-arms. The bow and arrow is rarely found among
't1em, and when it is, it is usually in the hands of boys, and serves as
a plaything. Their respect for the military is marked in tle extreme.
A " soldier-tye," that is, an officer, is regarded as first' in the country
they. aim as much as possible to imitate him in their dress. They
respect also, at the same time that they fear, the common soldier, and
so long as this feeling is preserved, I iniagine that their resistance to
military authority will be slight.
The organization of all these tribes, as I have before said, is exceedingly imperfect, and in many of them it is difficult to ascertain whom
they regard as the chief or head man. In some, however, I found that
1tbey have but a single leader, whose authority they all acknowledge.
'This is particularly the case with the Sno-qual-mish, a well-organized
and restless tribe residing on the Sno-qual-mish river. Their chief
Pat-cha-nim, is a wily, shrewd fellow, and they are better able to give
us- trouble than any other tribe on the Sound. They subsist. more
than any other tribe by the chase, and many of them are well skilled
in the use of fire-arms. It is this tribe that had a difficulty with the
Puget's Sound Company in 1849. Two of their number were hung at
this post for murder.
Of those on the west side of the Sound, the Sclal-lum and Chim-a-
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kum tribes are the most troublesome; they are only sO, however,
whenl supplied with liquor, which they appear to get more freely than
any other tribe on the Sountld.
Although none of these tribes are living on hostile terms with -each
other, excepting, perhaps, the Selal-lum and Mi-caws, still there is a
great jealousy existing between them that might readily be turned 'to
account in the event of' our having trouble witl any particular tribe. It
would, no doubt, prevent the combination of any considerable number
of the tribes, should they desire to do so.
The habits of all these Indians are exceedingly indolent. Nature
has provided them with a delightful climate, which is neither e'xtremely cold in winter nor hot in summer. The waters of the Souiid
abound in fish of every variety and in their season;} the w ods ae
filled with berries. TrIlIese, with a few potatoes, constitute their 'chief
subsistence. Fish are their chief reliance, and are procured with but
little trouble. Of the salmon they are excessively fond, anld in the
season for taking them they smoke and dry large numbers for winter
use. The salmon do not make their appearance in these waters in
very great numbers until the last of September. The potato is the
only article of food that they cultivate. These -are planted by the
women of the tribe and are well cared for. Each family uses about onequarter of an acre of ground, and this is prepared with the utmost
pains. The potato fields of the Sno-qual-mish tribe are as fine as any
that I have seen in Washington Territory, and a sight of them well
repaid the trouble I had in finding them out. Indian corn they have
no knowledge of; in fact, they know none of the grains. The cahias
root is afavorite article of food. with them; it is a Small root resemnbling in, size and shape a small onion. This, when boiled or roasted,
is exceedingly nice, and resembles in taste the boiled chestnut.
The ties of blood seem with them to be exceedingly strong. Members 'of the same family, however distantly related, claim the hospitality of each other whenever they happen to meet, and it i's ra-rely
refused. Their attachment to the place of their nativity is very
marked, and they always seek to return to the home of their birth to
pass the last days of life.
Marriage is with them a matter of convenienee, and is unattended
with ceremonies of any kind. The father of the bride usually disposes of her after his own liking. He aims either to unite her with
some family more influential than his own, or to receive such a. lower
as will pay him best. Blankets, canoes, muskets, slaves, and, in fact,
almost everything that is of value to them, are used in 6these0matiimonial arrangements. With marriage commences the drudgery of
the wife. The duty of creating the lodge, supplying the family With
food, hoeing, 'digging, and, in fact; performing all duties tha;, atre
regarded in the least mnenial, devolves upon her. A plurality of *iv-eis common, and where such' is the case, persona I attentions seem to
decide-the order of precedence. It is generally the wealthiest amorg
them that are blessed with more than a single partner. The Indian
women marry exceedingly young. An Inian bride of twelve is quite
common. The men wait till a more mature age. Nearly all iarry.
hi
I have not met with a single instance of where the petersi swohh
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celibacy. The rearing of children seems to be left entirely to the
mother. The flattening of the chlld's head is universal throughout
these tribes, and is regarded as a mark of beauty. The slaves are
denied this privilege. It commences shortly after the birth of the
child, and continues until-the skull b300comes so hard as to retain the
shape they wishi it. All that I have met, flatten their forehead, but
in some instances, I am told, they shape the head differently. The
piercing of the nose and lips is not very general. The Indians farther
north are addicted to that practice.
[Death with them is a blank ; they have no idea of a future state,
and, accordingly, make no provisions for it. The fact, however, that
they frequently kill thee slaves of the deceased, and, bury them with
the body, as also his blankets and the skin of his horse, would seem
to refuite the idea that they were ignorant of the :future, but upon
questioning them, I learned that tills was done only as a mark of
respect, bud not as a provision for tile future. When a person dies,
the body is usually wrapped in the blankets of the deceased, and after
lying a short time, deposited in the Igrave. Ordinarily this is unattended by any ceremonies. The body is usually accompanied: to the
grave by the friends of the deceased only. The custom of placing the
body upon scaffolds is quite general ; when this is done, the body is
first put in a box. They sometimes place the body in a canoe, and
suspend it from the branches of trees, or elevate it upon posts ; this
observed is most usually done by those Indians living upon rivers.
No regard appears to be paid to the cardinal points in placing the
body; Flags are sometimes displayed over the bodies of distinguished
chiefs. Gravestones, or monuments of any description, I have not
found, nor do I believe they ever pay to the dead a respect of this
nature. Mourning for the dead is, I believe, confined chiefly to the
females, w ho exhibit their affliction by lamentable cries.
Their amusements are limited. Dancing cannot be considered as a
national trait of any of the tribes; I have not found, in the whole
course of my experience, a single party dancing. Singing, they are
more fond of, and they practice it to a very considerable degree, but
their chief amusement is gambling ; they carry it to the greatest
length. The g ames of chance that they most use are called Sla-hal
and L i-hal. The latter is their favorite, and by far the most extensively used; it is very simple; hardly more than guessing, "as in
odd or even. " But simple as it is, they become perfectly infatuated
with the game, and frequently loseltheir all at a single sitting. Their
blankets, canoes, guns, slaves, and even the clothing on their backs,
are staked. ' This love for gambling is'general thfroughout-the tribes;
even children of only eight or nine years indulge in it. Gambling
does not appear to have any prejudicial effect upon them. Their games
are unattended by drinking or dissipation of an injurious character,
and they submit to their losses with the most perfect good grace imp

aginable.
The lodges of all the tribes that I have visited are similar in charActer. For their winter quarters, they erect houses or sheds of a permanent character. These are made with plank-or boards, which they

hew from the trees of the forest. In form, these lodges sometimes re-
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semble the rude houses of the whites; without windows or doors, but
with a hole at one end, to admit of ingress or egress. Sometimes they
are built like our common sheds. Where this is the case, they are of
immense length, and sufficient to shelter the whole tribe under a single
roof. The Skagit tribe have the largest winter quarters that I hlave
seen. The bedsoare arranged along the sides of the lodge, sometimes
upon rude benches, sometimes uIlion the ground. The'middle of the
lodge is always appropriated for their fires, the smoke from which
usually finds its way out through the crevices of the roof. Their stummer quarters are built entirely of mats, su1)ported by sticks. Their
general form is not unlike thoseqfor winter, only much smaller. A
single lodge is rarely occupied by more than two or three families.
They can be readily taken down, and transported from place to place,
and they rarely move about in summer without taking their lodge
with them. The duty of taking them down, of removing and reconstructing them, devolves almost entirely upon the women.
Residing, as all these tribes do, upon the water, and depending
almost entirely upon its products for their subsistence, they have become not only adepts in the management of canoes, but they also construct the most beautiful and graceful that I have ever seen. They
are always made from the solid log, and are either of cedar or firtheir size varying with the taste or wants of the builder. The log is
excavated either by partially burning, and then digging them with a
rude axe, or they dig them out entirely. The bow and stern of some
of these canoes are the most beautiful imaginable, and they are so
shaped as to enable them to withstand a very heavy sea. The Cape
Flattery Indians use them in the killing of the whale, and in so doing
they venture in them a long distance at sea. In travelling upon the
Sound, there is nothing that can equal the Indian canoe in point of
comfort and convenience. I have made frequent excursions in them,
and can testify to their merit.
In their; dress, they all strive to imitate, as far as possible, the
whites. They have discarded entirely the former articles of covering,
such as skins, and the like, and now use only those that are worn by
the "Bostons"-the Indian name for an American. In their intercourse with us, theVChenook jargon is used as a means of conveying

their ideas; with each other, the Nesqually language is generally employed. Some of the tribes, however, do not understand it. Where
this-is the case, an interpreter is necessary. There are always more
or less of each tribe that, are familiar with the Chenlyook jargon, hence
we have little difficulty in making ourselves understood.
As a body, they may be regarded as an inferior race of Indians.
They possess little or none of the energy that characterizes their
neighbors, the Indians east of the Cascade mountains. They are
exceedingly indolefnt and lazy. They are content with little, have no
ambition, and submit, without resistance, to the encroachments that
are daily being made upon their old planting grounds.
The practice which exists throughout the Territory, of settlers
taking from them their small potato patches, is clearly wrong, and
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should be stopped. A few years later, and the poor Indian will not
have an inch of'soil for his own use.
Respectfully submitted.
DE L. FLOYD JONES,
First Lieutenant 4th lnfantry.
Major E. D. TOWNSEND,
A&szstant Adjutant Gencoal'U. S. A., San Francisco, Cal.

Report of Brevet Akajor Benjamin Alvord, captain 4th infantry, cdmmanding at IDalles of the Columbia, Oregon, con07cerning the Indians in
the Territories of Oregon and W~ashington, east qf the Cascade mountains, made pursuant to the orders qf Brevet Brigadier General E.
A. Hitchcock, commanding Pacific division, dated San Francisco,
California, February 7, 1853.
PART I.

MITITARY REPORT.

I propose to give first such; information as I have been able to procure which might be regarded as of a military character, such as
commanders are directed to obtain by paragraph No. 86 of the army

regulations.
As I am required to make a report concerning the Indian tribes
within the range of my duties, I shall extend it to those residing ins
the two territories east of the Cascade mountains, there being no other
military -post in this region.
The Nez Perces Indians have about five hundred warriors, and have
always been friendly to the Americans. They are mostly armed with
the Hudson Bay Company rifle. Their country is about two hundred
and fIfty miles east northeast from this post, extending :from the Mouth
of Salmon river to the mouth of the Pelouse, and eastward to the
St. Mary's mountains, a lofty ranges separating them from the Flatheads. These mountains are so high and difficult to traverse that,
within the memory of men of the Ncz Perces now living, they had
never crossed it. They were a half century ago more inclined to move
towards the Columbia for fish, and did not cross eastward to hunt for
buffaloes, until they began to own horses. They and the:Bonacks
are and always 0have been enemies, and they obtained their horses
first from the Bonacks in war towards the latter end of the last century. They now fight on horseback, own fine horses, and frequently
have to go to war against the Blackf'eet, who cross the'Rocky mountains and make marauding and hostile incursionrs upon the neighboring tribes in Oregon. Thought the y are brave an'd active warriors,
the Nez Perces boast, with the Choctaws, that they have never shed the
blood of white men. They refused 'to join the Cayuse in the war of
1847 against the whites. When large bribes, in the shape of scores

INDIAN AFFAIRS ON TI{E PAO-FIC.

III

of horses. were sent to their chiefs by the Cayuse, to induce them' to
join in thle war, those stern annd steadfast old chiefs firmly and indignantly refused the tempting offer. They merit, in every sense, the
kind consideration of the government of' the United States,
The Cayuse speak the language of the Nez Perces and have much
intercourse with them, but are by no means as friendly to the whites.
They reside mostly on the Umatilla, one hundred and twenty miles
east of' this post, claiming an extent of country (large in proportion to
their present -reduced nuinbuers) from the *Willow creek on the southwest to the Blue i1nountainmi, and including the Grande Ronde, and
northward to within fifteen miles of Fort Walla-Walla. They have
about one hundred warriors, one half of whlomI are slaves of Shasta
and Walla-Walla extraction. The tribe has beeii much reduced by
the measles and other diseases, and contains but fifty pure Caytnse warriors. They are rich, owning large h1erds§of horses and cattle, are
good horsemen and are warlike in their disposition, Two-thirds of
the remnant of this tribe are descendants of' chief families, and are,
therefore, haughty, disdain labor, have many slaves, and, like the
modern Poles, their people are all nobles.
For the murder of Dr. Whitman and others, at the Presbyterian
mission, in November, 1841', they suffered severely) in the war which
ensued in the sumllmner of 1848, and five of the murderers were afterwards executed.
They are exceedingly fearfulI of being (lispossessed, by force) of their
lands, but are likely to remain at peace with the Americans, unless
such forcible settlement of' their country should be attempted.
The Yeakinas live eighlty miles north-northeast of this port, on the
Yakima river, which emptied~ into the Columbia on its right bank,
just above Fort Walla-Walla. They are made up of different bands,
and number in all about fifteen hundred souls, and have about three
hundred and fifty warriors. They are well armed with the Hudson Bay Company rifle; are rich, l)roud, haufghlty, and cannot
be considered friendly to the Americans, though they may make
many professions of friendship. They speak the language of the
Walla-Wallas, but are not on very good terms Nxith these Indians.
They sympathize rather with the Cayuse, and would be likely to join:
them in case of war. They are well supplied with horses and cattle.
Their country will interest the whites soon,as the new road which,
according to a recent act of Congress, is to be cut from Puget's Sound
to Fort WValla, will (doubtless' pass through the valley of the Yakima.
The IValla- [Vallas border upon the Cayuse, and occupy the country
around Fort Walla-Walla, u1pon the south bank of the Columbia.
They number about eight hundred souls, or two hundred and fifty
warriors. They and the CayIse have lost so many children by
measles, that the number of warriors, in comparison with the whole
number of souls, is large. Thev are mu%ch under the influence of the
Hudson Bay Company, and are friendly to the whites. They are
warlike, are well armed, and own a large number of fine horses and
cattle. They are not on very friendly terms* with the Cayuse, refusing to join them in the war of 184T. The aversion of the Nez
Perces and Walk-Wallas to join certain other tribes in any war
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pon the whites, is an important fact in estimating the state of Indian affairs in this region.
In the immediate neighborhood of this port are the Waskowa, on
the left bank of, the Colullmbia, three hKundred souls in number; the
Wislrans, on the right bank, one hundred and fifty in number, and
the Des Chutes, three hundred in number. The latter speak the
Walla-Walla language, and live fon thle river Des Chutes. The
Waskows, Wishrans-those around the Cascades-and the Clackamas Indians, near Oregon city, all speak the same language.
Many olaics and other Indians, perhaps five hundred, are found
south of this on the upper Des Chutes. They are wanderers from
the body of' the tribe whIose proper haunts are west of the Cascade
mountains, They speak the same language as the Cayuse, and would
sym pathize with that peol)le in wvar.
Tho Flathiead Indians occupy the country between the St. Mary's
mountains and the Rocky mountains-a large portion live in the valley of the Bitter Root or St Mary's river. They have about seventy
warriors, anld, like the Nez Perces, are a brave, noble, and intelligent
race, and have always been friendly to the -whites. Though called
Flatheads, it is a misno ;er; the name properly belongs to the WallaWallas, Waskows, and other tribes. But these have gradually given
up the barbarous custom of' flattening the head of their infants, once
regarded as a mark of beauty. The Flatheads are subjected annually
to the hostile incursions of the Blackfeet, who, residing cast of the
Rocky mountains, are at war with all the surrounding tribes.
The Spokanes, Pead d' Oreilles, ('wur de'Alenes? Colville, and Okanagan idians, together with other tribes, all living north of the Nez
Perces, number about two thlusand five hundred souls, and are generally friendly to the whites. IT7e:S1nakces occupy -from the Wind
river chain of the Rocky mountains to tle neighborhood of Fort Hall.
Near the South Pass they have been very friendly to the emigrants,
as also the richer Indians of tlhei same tribe in the vicinity of Fort
Hall. But many of
thlemare poor and degraded( "Root-diggers ;" own
horses,
often
Urno
0tand
-live, by' stealth. They speak the same language
;as the Comanches. The Snakes claim to be the original tribe, (I
,;ow not with what truthh) and that the Comanches left them andezmigrated s6outhleasterlyiinto the large prairies towards the Arkansas.
According to their traditions, no buffalo ever ranged west of the Rocky
mountains, and their; migration was' mace -to get into the buffalo
country. They number .;about fifteen hundred souls, a few horses,
and ave: earned with the Hudso'n- Bay Company rifle.
The Bonackss speak a different language from the Snakes, with
whimu they are often confounded. ,:,;;Tlhey occupy from the Snake
couwatry, near Fort Hall, down the -uSnake river to the Grande Ronde,
anJ W6estwardly towards Ki-amath lake. They are generally poor, distresserl Indians ;: they hardly ever killtany game, and live chiefly on
on :tll lake of that name, are prophalmon. The Klamath Indiane,

erly Bontvcks:
The Rot Digge~rs are the most degraded portions of the Snake and

Bonack tribes. The Snake and Bonack Indians appear to be often at
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war with the Nez Perc4s, Cayuse, and other Indians in this part of
Oregon.
The great body of the Oregon Indians have always been remarkably
Rocky
friendly to the whites. When Lewis 'and Clarke crossed thereceived
they
country,
the
Perces
Nez
and
entered
in
1805,
mountains
the newScorners with open arms, and have since remained undeviatingly friendly to the Americans. When, about eight years later, the
parties of Astor entered the mouth of the Columbia for the purposes
of trade, the Chinooks received the Americans 'in the kindest manner.
After that date the Hudson Bay Company commenced its establishment in Oregon, which was facilitated by the pacific and.tractable
character of tile majority of the natives.
As yet the government of the United States has done nothing for
any of these Indians, They have received no schools, ploughs, blackhave been
smiths, or vaccination. Many elements of improvement
and
the
Nez
Perces
among
especially
missionaries,:
the
by
implanted
made
be
will
arrangements
definite
that
be
to
is
hoped
Waskows. It
with all these Indians, and that the Indian title to the land will be
extinguished by treaty before further settlements are made. The
President, by the act of Congress of 5th June, 1850, wab authorized
to commence negotiations to extinguish the radian title to lands west
of the Cascade mountains. As many of the whites are now settling
among them upon the bare sufferance of the Indians, and intrusions
are likely to lead to collision and bloodshed, I trust that Congress
will speedily authorized the President to open negotiations with any of
of the tribes east of the Cascade mountains at any time he may consider that it would be conducive to the public good. But such attempts at negotiation's should not be made except where their lands
are wanted for the progress of the white settlements. It is now desirable that the Indian title should be extinguished in the vicinity of
the Cascades, and also of the Dalles, and on the Columbia river between those points, leaving to the Indians liberal reservations. It is
to be regretted that the treaties negotiated three years since with the
tribes 'vest of the Cascade- mountains were such as not to be confirmed
by the Senate. The Indians in this vicinity do not understand these.V
long delays, Tan, bordering upon California, whose gold mines ar&
often visited by them, they fear that they may share the~fate of' those:
of the Willamette valle, or of their red brethren in California. The
old Spanish and Mlexican laws (lid not recognize in the Indians the
right of property in the soil; but the organic law of the 5th July,
1845, of the p)rovisioinal: governmil-ent of Oregon, an~d the act of Congress of the 14th Augu.st, 1848, creating the territorialgovernment
of Oregon, fully recognize those rights. It is to be -hoped that-negetiations to extinguish the Indian title will be commenced in time to
prevent collisions, vhich are even now threatened by the large immnigrationbs into Oregon. All these Indians are fond of money, and,
Nvithl good mnana'enient it will therefore be easy eventually to nerotiate for the p)lrIchasee ot their landis. Thecir traffic in horses And
cattle alnd provisiOtls witl tile enirrants have miade some of' them
rich, and taught all thle vatlle of money. In treating, small reserva-tions should be left to tile Indians, especially their salmon fisheries,
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which are fof prime necessity to them. In the northeastern part of
Washington Territory, east of the Columbia river, is a tract which.itmay be desirable to reserve entirely as-an Indian territory.
The boundary line of the new Territory of Washington, the latitude
of forty-six degrees'north runs through the heart of the Walla-Walla
and Nez Percos country, and the governor of that Territory:is superintendent of Indian affairs within its limits. The superintendent of
Indian affairs in Oregon remains in charge of the southern half of
those tribes. It will be perceived that the whole region east of the
Cascade range to the Rocky mountains should be -placed tinder one
superintendent.
PART II

Concerning the

manners and customs, the

superstitions &c., of the In-

dians in Oregon.

The instructions of the General request that the report shallembrace information concerning "their kind of government; their
customs at marriages, births, deaths, and funerals; their mode of
living as to houses or shelter, food and raiment; a description of their
agriculture and other arts, if any; their traffic; their modes of punishmenlt; their superstitions, rites, and ceremonies;.their amusements,
dances, ball-plays, if any; their domestic animals, if any; the general
features of the country they, inhabit, rivers and mountains; the proportion of arable land, the vaturdl products, the game," &c., &c.
To:give anything satisfactory upon some of these topics, would
require the observation-of years and the record of long volumes. It will
be in vain for me to attempt to fill up such a programme. I shall select
a few prominent heads, to give briefly what I have gathered during
the few months which I have passed in the country; also premising
that, at this remote post, I have not access to various works upon
Oregon which would enable me to avoid the repetition of items already
setbforth by former travellers.
On thebfollowing points, upon which I shall endeavor to give some
information, the manners and customs of all these tribes -are generally altogether similar; I have enjoyed the best opportunities of
learning the characteristics of the' Nez Perces and Waskows, but they
apply, with slight variations, to nearly all the Indians in the Territory. Concerning the former, I have derived much information from
Mr. William Craig, long Sa resident among them.
The murderingo of their doctors, and mode of initiation to the order of
medicine men.-The form of government is patriarchal. They acknowledge the hereditary princil)le. Blood generally decides who
shall be the chief.
It is they same among the Nez Perces with the medicine men. They
are a distinct order in the tribe, arnd inherit the position from father
to son.

With the Cayuse, Walla-Wallas, and Waskows, the candidates for

INDIAN AFFAIRS ON TH6L PAC II3.

'on:,~

medicine rent always sons of a doctor. With them any child of
the tribe may be trained for the office. A universal belief prevails
among all the tribes that the medicine man poassees wonderful faculties of conjuration, and a god-like power of killing those against
whom he shall hurl his direfnl charms or glances. His meie look, if
inimical to the victim, can kill. They will hide or avert their heads
in his presence to escape hi's glances. Such i's the fixed faith of these
poor Indians, and I have had occasion to witness frequent instances
among the Waskows f in my immediate vicinity. Ift once possessed;
with the idea that they are subjected to the dire frown of their
medicine inan, they drool) and pine away, often refuse to eat, and die
of Starvation and melancholy, if not of necromancy-thus confirming
and verifying, with their neighbors, a belief that this portentous
power is actually possessed.
The natural consequence of such deep-seated faith in these powers
is, that when a death occurs it is often attributed to the doctor, who
is murdered by the relations of the deceased to avenge the .fate of the
victim. All the murders which I can hear of among them occur in
this manner, and thre'edoctors have been killed in the last four
months in different tribes, within the distance of forty miles of this
post. It is therefore a perilous as well as a powerful, and honoreA
craft, but perhaps this very danger operates, as with the soldier, to
give additional fascination to the profession. Certain it is, that I
cannot learn that the custom of killing the doctors, in any tribe, ha
operated to deter the novitiate from entering the profession.
I will now describe the process by which the novitiates receive their
call, and are initiated into their order. As before stated, the position
of medicine man is often inherited, running in families from father to
son. Some daughters are also trained to the profession. But the
female doctors:(or sorceresses) are not so much feared, have not the
same power over life and death, Hand are not murdered apd held to
such strict responsibility as the male doctors. But it seems that not
all his children receive a call, but a mode is adopted in their early
youth to determinee which shall be the favored ones.
Children who are candidates are sent out, when they arrive at eight
or ten years old, to sleep by themselves on the ground or in a lodgei
there to await communications or visitations from their good spirit,
(or Taminoise.) This spirit appears in the shape of a bear, eagle,
cayote, buffalo, or some wild bird or animal. If the child,-when the
returns in the morning, has heard nothing, he is sent back again, and
(if bent on making himna candidate) they will continue to send him
day after day to sleep alone in this way, and he is often made 8tofast
the whole time, until lhe is worried into believing or asserting thathe
has had some wonderful visitor in his sleep in the shape of the spirit
of some animal. He willf tell to some medicine character what he has
heard and seen, who will inlstruect hif that, when hie is in want of anything, he must call on that spirit (or 0good genius) to assist him in all
his ulndertakings. This seals his character as being destined to the
profession, but until grown up they do not act as doctors. Long fasting and stoicism under it is regarded as an essential part of the process. With the Waskows, if the boy when sent out to sleep by him-
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self, should on HLis return ask for food, he is looked upon as utterly
V.Dfit for any sucal high trust.
On reaching manhood, the novitiate is initiated into his sacred profession in a medicinedance, which is partly of a religious character,
or a mode of worshipping their idol;. :Those idols are the spirit of
certain animals. They will move in the dance imitating those animals, as the, bellowing of the :buffalo, or the howling of the wolf.
One curious instance was described to me by an eye-witness, as occuring last winter. The nevitiate wished to imitate the elk, who had
from his youth been the good spirit or guardian genius of his life.
At certain seasons the elk has a habit of wallowing in the mud. The
Indian poured several buckets of water into::a low place in the ring in
which they were dancing, and after whistling like the elk, laid down
to wallow in the mire. During the ceremony of initiation, some of
the chief doctors chant certain songs or incantations, and go through
certain passes not unlike mesmerism, to put the candidate to sleep.
When awakened from this sleep he is pronounced fit to practise in his
lofty and potent profession.
Notwithstanding all this ceremony of initiation, they are far from
being a harmonious brotherhood ; a rival doctor often breeds mischief,
and causes the murder of the one first called in ; visiting a patient
already under treatment, he inquires: "What is the reason you don't
get well?" The patient answers: "I don't know; the disease holds
on to me." He slyiy hints "perhaps your doctor is working on you
with: his baleful charms." If 4the patient acknowledges before his relations' that this is so, the doctor who has charge of him will probably
be killed.
They are prophets as well as physicians. If one of them prophecies
that a patient cannot live beyond a certain length of tine, he may be
so possessed with faith in the power and foreknowledge of the doctor,
that he gives tip, thinks he is1fated to die, and gradually wastes away
and expires, perhaps, in perfect agreement with the ill-boding prophecy. The doctors are 'often killed for the mere failure to cure a
patient, though it is always attended wit, ia belief on the part of the
bloody avengers in his having exercised a malign or necromantic
power. In-a recent case, a doctor of the Wishrans, when the smallpox was raging, was foolish: enough to threaten, openly, what havoc
he would spread among them, mTnkiDg use of the pestilence to magnify his office ; and, to surround his person with greater elements of
power, boasting that he:held the fearful quiver in his oiwn hands,
ready to hurl the arrows of death in:-arny;'direction. The people rose
in a body and hung him in the most barbarous mode. Tying his
hands&and feet, they put a rope round his neck, threw it over the
pommel of a saddle, and, starting the horse, his life was taken in this
shocking manner. This might be termed a judicial murder, performed, byt~he mass of the tribe.
These superstitio'ne, so firmly rooted'l in their minds, and leading to
such sanguinary results, form one of the most )Irolninent features in
the character of the OregonX Indians-, and have had a direct bearing
upon the most important events which have occurred in their relations
with the whites. I refer to the massacre by the Cayuse in November,
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1847, of the family of Dr. Whitman, and other white persons, (seventeen souls in all,) at the Presbyterian' mission in the Cayuse county.
There is no doubt that theitmmediiate impelling cause of the murder
was the fact that Dr. Wh itinan had endeavored to cure them of the
measles, and still many bad 'died under his treatment. It pervaded
the whose Cayuse tribe. The misfortune was that they would not
follow his advice. They voildd, with fever oIl them, plunge into the
cold water of their streams, which often caused:a fatal result. Notwithstandinfg the excctding kindness of Dr. Whitman,bthe imbruted.
superstition of' the Cayuse got the better of every recollection of his
benevolent deeds. They VeI'e also possibly, in part, impelled to the
crime ,by the fact that the emigrants who arrived that fall had
brought thle measles with them, and some of them were wintering
with 1)r. Whitian, and were massacred with him. In tho spring of
1849 all exedition of Oregonian's against the Cayuse led to some
bloodshed on both sides, and the seizure of a great number (some five
hundred head) of their cattle and horses.
In the spring of 1850 five of thle murderers surrendered by Ta-waita, their head chief, were tried, and hunrg at Oregon city. This punishment has made a deep aind saltitary impression on all the surrounding tribes, and Will affect their conduct and color their history for a
long period of time.
1'UNISIIMENTS.
It will be asked if these murders of the doctors are sanctioned
among the Indians. The answer must be, that the punishments inflicted are very inadequate and inefficient.
A council of the healdmen is called by the chief, and he decides that
a certain number of' horses and blankets will be turned over by the
murderers to tile family or the relations of the deceased. It is remnarkable that the murderer never attempts to run away, and indeed
generally comes forward antd confesses his crime. It may be ediFying
to remember that superstitions just as direful were dominant in Massacliusetts two hundred years ago, when witches were burnt at the
stake who were more innocent than the murdered medicine-men, martyrs to tile healing art among the savages.
Strenuous exertions have been mnade by the missionaries, and the
commanding officer of this port, to induce the chief to cause plunishment bor murder to be made by hanging. As yet no such punishment
has been illflicted. On the contrary, the effect of our advice has, it
woildi seem, fallen thus far upon one of the doctors, instead of being
llse(l for their protection. In the case of the doctor among the Wishrams,8 as narrated above, he is dulyhung, tholigh in a savage mode,
for tile mere thileat of' the exercise of his dangerous functions.
Notwithstanding all these (lisadvantage-s, candidates are still found
eager to enter the order of medicine men.
But these crimes are rare among some 6f the tribes. I am informed
that but two murders in twelve years have occurred among the Nez

Perces, but they were doctors.
Remarkable simn)licity and purity of conduct and manners exist
among some of the tribes most remote from the whites, such as the
H. Ex. Doe. T7 -2
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Pend d'Oreilles, 8Spokans, andPFlathead3s; crime ofany kind is almost
unknown among them, The i)l'incipdl p)ulnliShtnelt is the reprimand
of the chief among thle Pend d'Oreilles; I am infornmed that the rebuke of the chief is very efficient, but it is made the point of honor
with them, when charged with any offen3ce, to comemand submit to the
chief', whose severest punimlhment is at tap of' a stick upton his sholllders,
inflicting, it is understood, temlo)Orary disgrace upon the unfortunate
recipient.
Rarely among any of these tribes is whippiiing resorted to. Their
laws against prostitution are very severe Upon thle women. They are
often punishe(l among the Nez-Pelces with from fifty to one lhlundred
lashes on the bare back. But it is a very rare vice. They are generally remarkable for their chastity.
Under the h]ead of l)lunisllinelnts it will be iPropeli for inc1 to allude
to their treatment of prisoners taken in war; from timen immem4c0l1orial
they have been in thelhabit of making slaves of them. In that manner
the Cayuse acquired their nlmer-us slaVes.
In lower Oregon, by which I mean the part west of the Cascade
mountains, I was told of a recent act of 3'ruelty and supersitutifion, of
a remarkable character; within a year or two, ulpon the death of a
master, his slaves have been' killed, that they might accompany and
attend his spirit in the other world. I Wias also i f'ormned, from a c'edible #ource that, in that portion of Orego.Y -n,a revolting Cuisto had
prevaile(L among some of' the tribes of plotting out one eye of a slave
in order that if' lie escaped he might be marked and known as such
by the surrounding tribes.
My memoir is intended mainly to treat of the Indians cast of the
Cascade mountains, but the marines and custoimls of' all are vely similar. It would seen, however, that those residing near the Rocky
mountains are living less on fisil, and more on buffalo and other
game, are, and always have been sllJ)eIior 'aces to those living on alie
lower Columbia, or Who subsisted mainly upon salmon.
MARRIAGE.

in all tlhe tribes of this region polygaly is acknowledged. Generally they confine Uthemselves to twoo wives, buti sometimes hactve threC
or four. The Catholic priests hiave, labore(d to inculcate the p)rol)riety
of having but one wife, but have filed. When pi')tially ,successfiul,
these'efforts Iave only resulted i:n In Iking :tlmei haivfe b)It onle at a time.
When dissatisfied With at p resent wife, the Jndlianu turns her off an(1
gets a new one, and the p)riest h~as been coninpllde to be satisfied wtith
making them abaandon to that limlitedf extent their ancient habits.
Thle Presbyterian imiss iol estaiblishlied among the Nez Peir66s, estabJished by the American B3oar'd of' C. F. M., 8slcee1(le(l better than any
known in training tile Inl1diatns: to tliciabl)itofo' having one wife.
When thC misSion was abat ii()ndo(n upon- thle; ocenVICI 'rlene. of' tile WIlhitman massacre, a large body of' the tbibe aldoptedl tAle ruileX for about
eight years. However, for somne time,, ipiviMoii to that event, the Nez
Perces began to relapse from: the Colltlgi)lln ;Of' exalnIie, seeing all the
neighboring tribes adhering to their uld habits.
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In their marriages they have no wedding ceremony ; to be legal it
would seem. that the consent of the parents is all that is necessary
Thef suitor never in person asks the. parents for their daughter, but he
sends one or more friends, wbhomhlle pays for their services. Thel atter sometimes effect their l)url)ose s by fe~asts. Thle offer generally includes a statement of the property which will be given for the wife to
thle parents, consisting of' horses, l)lankets, or buffalo robes. The
wife's relations always raise as many horses (or other property:) for her
dower as the bridegoonm has sent the palrentIs, but scrtiptlously take
care not to turn over the same horses, or the same articles. He likewise graduates his gifts to thle parellts to their pl)owvei, and that of her
-friends, to raise an equal amount. This is the clustom alike of the
Walla-Wallas, Nez Perc6s, Cayulse,:Waskows, Flatheads and Spohans; with all of them, llarrying the eldest (daughter entitles a man
to the rest of the family as they growI up. If' a wife dies, her sister
or sonie of the connexion, if younger than the deceased, is regarded
as destined to Marry him. Cases occur in vWhich upon the death of a
wife, (after the period of mourning referred to below expires,) her
younger sister, thollugh the life of' thftnter mnan, is claimed, and she
deserts her husband and goes to thle disconsolate, widower.
The right of a man is recognized to 1)ut away his wife and take ac
new one, even the sister of' the discarded one, if lie thinks l)roper.
The parents (10 not seem to object to a man's turning off one sister
anl taking a younger one, the lordly prerogative, as imperious as that
of' a sultan, being a cuistomn handed dowvn fromn time imminemlorial. :He
seldom has his wives in thle same lodge. Their lodges are sometimes
in different villages, but they are generally in thle sale camp. When
they will not agree well in the same calll, lhe dismisses one to preserve harmony.
After the death of ca:wife man will not take another for one or
t- o years, even if lie has no other with hi1m in the same lodge. He
helps to take care of the children', wvho go into thle immediate charge of
the wife's mother. A man having in the same lodge but one wife,
who is sick and1 likely to die, will sometimes mintake haste to seek another wVife so a1s avoid the force of tile 1aw, that upon the death of the
former hie mliust go unmarried for a year.
Upon tellc another devolves all the care of the children, Iand she is
never relieved from her other labors on that account. Thus, polygamy makes a degeneracy and depopulation in the races, as the women
cannot take p~roper care of many chiil(lren. Cooitact vith the whites
leads to: th1eirdecay, but, even without that (lestructive iiifluencedegeneracy seemss to have been their doom. lHIowever, they never will
(or but rarely) martry a cousin; thus that mode of degeneration is
avoi(ld l.
Whena11 Wife is (liscarded, the rule is, that the children must go
with thle mother. A wife is often taken back after she has been-banished lor ait year, or more. After at separation the Pithier has no care
or responsibility conIected wi their children, and. will not visit them
even whllon they aire sick.,
Sometimes, wilen thle parents refuse their consent to a marriage, a
runaway match occurs, but it is not re(rar(le(l as a legal marriage,
I,
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and the woman thereafter is considered ia prostitute and is treated
accordingly. The parents have a right to seizo the man's property
wherever-they findlit, and they frequently get back their daughter.
When' about to be confined, the wife is placed in a separate lodge,
a little girl or an old woman lives with her to build a fire and take
care of her. She remains there until a month: after the birth of the
a
If the
is
is again provided for
her. They generally wean their children when about eighlteen months
or two years ol0(.

child.

camp moved, separate lodge
DEATHS.

Tlhe

sick are neglected. Thel wo men generally look after them,
and have so many other cares tlhat tis duty is neglected, or cannot be
properly attended to. Such faith is 1)lacedl in the conjuring powers of
the doctors, that they looIk blindly to them for aid and neglect the

sick. But, when a man dies, then there is much parae and exhIibition of empty feeling, which, we would say comes rather late. The

dead body is wrapped up in a blatiket. If the grave: is too distant to
carry it by hand, it'hey mqkke, with a blanket and two l)oles, (one on
litterawhich drags on the
'-each side of a horse,) a kind of dragI(or
ground) and pllaco the body in it. The Nez Perces bury in deep
graves. The waslkows and Chinooks, residing: fllong the Colmllbia
river, were in the habit of:burying on islands in small houses above
and in canoes, piled one above another, or lodged in trees. To
ground,
this day, some of the Waskows resort to the islands, bitt most them
of

are learning to blry in the ground.
The, women howl and cry at the death of a relative. If a mnan's
wife'dies, he shows grief by tears, buit rarely byhowling. If a chld
father naturally
or father dies, little grief is evinced. The death of ja
incites less grief than that ofa: mother, as so little care is taken of the
child by the father.
MISSIONS.

Much Igood was effcted for the Nez:; Perces by the missionsestablished among them. 'T'hey had learned much Aof agriculture. They

white man who staid
are now even strict in observing the-Sabbath.
thepast winter inthe Nez :Perc6s country inforniedme that ina small
band of two hundred Indians, with whom06 he lived,0 they assembled
every morningS
evening prayer
It should
is
be:noted thatthlis five year subsequent to the bmaking up of the
missions. tis:
It to be regretted thatnmissions, so permanentin their
influence, should have ever beeni abandoned. The Cayuse were also on
-the high: Lroad of improvement when the Whitman massacre occurred.
They often now express' their regret at the event, and have wished that
Similar missions could be re-established.
Catholic missions are nowkept up at the Dalles, at Fort Colville, at
the Coeur-de-Lion, at tle Chalidiere, on the Yackernoon river, and in
the Cayuse country. They have no doubt exerciseda softening and
beneficialeffect upon theIndians. But fromthe Protestantimissiona-
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ries, I suppose, they have learned more practical and useful arts, inof the
cluding the cultivation a18o,
It is I)ut just to say,
that thle course of tlhe: Hudson Bay Company has been undoubtedly very benefic-iaIl to thte Ifdldians of' Oregon,
teaching them agriculture, int oducing ploghis and hoes, arid in training them to boating, hearing, and variost kirlnds o0f labor. Their
transactions with thle Indians have been of a fixed and systematic
character, no doubt looking well to their own interest, Acting in good
faith themselves, they have exacted good fIaith anied good discip)lin1o
from the Indianls, and prevented the introduction Of spirituous liquors.
soil,

(~lAME

:E~~~~~~~G

A
::

is

The region very i)001 for game until you approach the Rocky
mountains. Elk, (leer, and big-ho(rin sheep llack, brown, and grisly
bear are found in all that portion of Oreron cast of' Walla-Walla, but
no buffaloes range west of' the Rocky nliountains. Parlties of Indians
leave every summer to hunt them onl thie other si(ebof those mountains,
although they: often have to encounter and fight their hereditary
enemies, the 13lackfeet. Salmnon fisheries abolund in all these branches
of tile Columbia,:1ashigh. upll on that river as thle falls, ,just above Fort
Colville, and on Snake river to the. falls above Fort13ois6. It is said
that there is a marked(liffelrence between tile Salmon-eating Indians
and those near thle Rocky mouintais, who live on buffalo meat, the
:;

physical development of thlela-tter being mu1ch superior. As examples,
the large franmes(and finely, developed forms of' the Blackfeet, Flathead, and Nez Perces In(lians

are instance.

IPROJ)UCTIONS.

I canlieair of no nuts being found in thce country. Wild cherries,
the service-berries, the cranberry, the rasl)berrly, thle blackberry,
fand in some places the strawberry are found.
There are two kinds of' wild roots used by the Indians for food,
which 'arealmost as uinivervlal as the potato with uis. They are the

wYl}o1tleberrY,

"
couse'
and
"'cconas'

roots.

May.
in thQ sPring ofthe
in April
(lgd
Itis TrleI''colse''
'
foulndlin pOOI rocky
Ipositionson the hills or mountains,
and will
is

year,

or

grow where grass does not orcannot grow. It is aWIvite root, and
likethle parsnip. TheIndians dlry it and puilverhze it into a
white flour, which they keep
consumption thrlonrhout the whole
in great quantities, andissometimescalled the
year. It is found
bread or biscuit root. They sometimes boil it withincat, making a
kind of soup.
q
in wet
The camnas" grows in greatquantities
swampy land, and
is dug in Jue and July, by which tile :t stalk of'the'couse''is
driedulpresem
and not to be seen. The canmas, when taken olut of the
ground,
bles
it, it is baked
onion. Inorder to
inkilns or furnaces inwhite
thgroi nd d whencooke d
dark brown
color. It is then dried inthe sun and will keep for one or two years.

tastts

for

"

i

a

preserve
has

a
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is sweet in taste and is ued like sugar. When boiled it is often
made into a kind of molasses.
At the proper seasons the Indians leave their winter camps and
move eql Masse to the root grounds, making a regular business of laying in their supplies.
As to the amount of tillable land east of the Cascade mountains in
the Territories of Oregon and Washington, it must be admitted that
It

it is a very barrenregion, and not one tventieth l)art of the soil will
ever be fit for cultivation. Though in the latitude of Lower Canada,
its climate probably averages that Of Pennsylvania or Virginia. in
the western portion it is subject to the alternations of wet and dry
seasons, common to Mexico and California: Approaching the Rocky
mountains, esI)ecially in the Flatlead country, tlhe rains are distributed throughout the year as in the Atlantic States. The richest
portions are probablyAin thle country of the Flatheads, 9Sp)okanes,
Cayuse, and Walla-Wallas, or- to describe these regions by the rivers
and lakes, they are thle vallics of the St. Mlary's, the Umatilla, the
Walla-Walla, and Powder rivers, and inl the vicinity of the Grande
Ronde at the OCouIr d' Alene lakes.
I do not doubt that the land west of thle Cascade mountains, especially that lying on Puget's sound, and in thle valleys of' the Willamette, Umpqua, and Rogue river, contains higllly fertile and desirable tracts. But the Cascade range appears to divide thle country into
two distinct parts. This eastern portion, which is seven-eighlths of the
area of both Territories, embracing one hundreds and eighty thousand
square miles, is liable to the remarks I have made.
The surface of th1e country is generally one vast stretch of barren,
rolling, hilly l)rairies with trees skirting t1e rivers, along whose
valleys some narrow tracts of feltile land can be found, especially
adapted to the cultivation of wheat. But these pprairies and hills
(some deserving even: the name of mountains) are covered with the
celebrated " bunch grass," so nutritious to all domestic animals, which
will always make it a fine- grazing country. But this grass, valuable
as it is, does not grow densely enoughll to cover the hills with verdure
and remove their desert appearance, scarcely even in the spring of
the :year. It does not redeem the soil from thle epithet of barren,
which I have applied to it. In vain do we look for that vernal green
in April or May so welcome after thle snows' of winter; and the artist
or poet must resign the hope of receiving inspiration from. such
He can only resort to the scenery, to the rocks, and nmounsources.
tains, and lofty snow-capped peaks, and the curious grotesque shapes
of the columnar basalt, sometimes resembling old feudal castles or
immense amphlitheatres, to excite his enthusiasm and reivard hin for
the toil of' his pilgrimage.
Respectfully submitted,
BENJ'N. ALVORD,
captain Fourth lkfaltry, Brevet .51ic6r If. S. A.,
~~~~commatnding7 thle Post.
:
FORT DALLAS, COLUMBIA RIVER,
Oregon, July 17, 185,1.
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HEADQUARTERS DETACHMENT FPOURTH INFANTRY)
Port JHumboldt, O7ali/ornia, August 1, 1853.
Silt: In: obe(ience to tlhe: "Icircular from- the lea(lquarters of the
Pacific division, Febriuary 7, 185'3, whici: I received on: tile 17th March,
I have tilhe hloln)o to submllit such information as I have been able to
collect reIative to thle InJldianS residing in this vicinity.
Tllhe Indian nanme of the tribe living on Hlumboldt'bay, and the
( A a rivers,9is So-lot-luck, but by the whites
lower portions of Eel arid
they are usually designated by the locality whicll they inalbit, as Eel
river or Mad river Indian.s3 &to. The country which they occupy
does not extendl onlithole' r'iVer more than forty miles above its mouth,
and along the borders of these streams, and: the bay they have their

p~rincipal l settlemllelits. They belong to that class of Indians commonly
called, inl Ca0lifornia, 1)iggers,' an(l take this miame from the mode
in wilich they p)roclule t large l)olrtion of' their subsistence. This consists principially of roots, berries, hazle-nuits, and Various kinds of
seeds. They .also collect quantities of' salmon, Which run twice a year

on M11a d and Eel riversx, ald(l whIicl they (1rY and stnokc, besides clams
andl smatll fishl from tile bay,. Their mode of (liggfi g for roots is peutivith fiidians, this is mostly if not exclusively
culiar, a1nd, ats is usual
done by the womnerr anid. children. Each woman is lprovi(led wvitli a
shlort, stout stick, loini ted atid charred at the end, and wvhen she finds
1 ~lace at which to (ig, sits dovn on the ground, and using both
hanl1s, thrusts the en(l of' her stick as deep in tile earth. as she can,
tulrningT and twvistill' it about in order to :loosen ats much ground as
possible; then, having it tilere, gathers ull) her finds full of dirt, and
3hakes out of it the roots for which she is searching into a basket used
'or tile purpose. Thi's, of course, is a tedious process, but about the
)ay less so, )erhlal)s, than elsewhere, on account of two things: first,
Iie sandy character of th soil, which enalbles thoem to loosen it with
mase ; and second, the fact that all of their escuilent roots are either
rulers or bulbs. Their pculiar habits of' life render them especially
ablee to scroftulolus complaints, and accordingly it is a most common
;hing to see them greviou slyv afflicted iln this way, From the charac,er oft their food, the very general habit of continued interiarriage,
Ind the miserable huts in which they dwell, it follows that they have
lnuch 1ereditary diseasee, and are consequently not lng lived. The
rnjority of those with Whom I hlave 11et seem to be chiefly affected in
Chcir eyes, in very inany instances having lost one; and I am informed
)y assistant SIligeon Dycrle,:wln hats been over a large portion of
Jalifornia, thrat there are (lecide(lly imore severe cases of these scrofuous afTections atmtong themt thanl1 amongr any others that lie has seen.
['heir houses, if they can be .so called, are lle of slabs, split from
Ile red-wood, laid against small poles, for the winterr; and for the
tumininer, brush piled Ill) so as to shelterthellm. fromt the cold winds from
,he ocean. As iiia)a be slpl)ose(l, they are lazy, indolent and timid,
lever fighting if' they ctan help it, nor never doing so, Unlcss they
consider thle odds to he(deci(le(lly in their favor. Like the most of the
Indians in California) their arms are a bow and arrows, and a knife
nade usually of 110p i roll. The bow is made of wood, tighltly wrapp-
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ed with tho sinews of deer and elk. They are not very expert with
the bow, and it is not considered' a dangerous weapon in thei r hands,
at the distance of fifty yards. They have no animals, anid in time of
*ar act on foot, in sinall parties, scattered ill such wvay as to enable
them to malikea simullltaneous attack at different points, in order to
create conflusion among their enemies. In general, however, their
indolence of, character inclines them to live peaceably, and keep on good
terms with tlleir neighbors. Their m(o(de of (leclaring war is by striking thefirst blow, and (luringia its continuiance all informnation'of success or defeat is conveyed to the tribe by rinifners, or by signal fires
on the mountains. Their allies are the Mad river Indiatlns proper, and
the Wee S/otch, or India'ns of thle Van Dusen's fork of Eel river.
Their enemies, the mountain Indians, who spe)ak the Trinity river
language. called by them, TPe Ock-co-W2tth The So-lot-lucks number
about eight hUdIred souls, two-tili(l1s of whoin are vomen and chldren, and about two hundred and fifty warriors. Tpe lorm of' their
government is patriarchal, the tribe being(Idivi(led into ranches or finilies, andl the oldest In(dian is the head of tthe ranch. Tiliese petty
chief's are tinder it sort of control of a head chief, whose authority over
them, however, extends no further than his own personal influeince.
For instance, hie cannot take tile canoe of' thec eaincest individual of
his consent. This it
the tribe, for even mierleI tempitoraly llse, w8i/bot
is, that makes it so difficult to comc to any understanding with them,
as the act of the chief is only bindiing within the sphe re of his own
influence, and cannot he calculated on as a sure index of any p)romlised
result t. Thei rairniment is of the simplest kind ;that of the men leing
the skins of deer or rabbits, worn as Iost other Indlians wear blankets,
wrapl)e(l around thle body, or, as is sometimes (lone, fastened about
the neck, anfd hanging loose. about themi lilk .a cloak. Thte wvomein
wear a kind of skirt, or kilt, lna(le of dcci skins, extending from the
waist, and also make use of the (leer anud rabbit skill robes. Like all
other Indiains in California, the women ar c tattooed on the cheeks
and chin ; but, unlike any other Indians vwith whomn I have ever met,
neither mell no women use any paint. Their mariage ceremonies
are very simpn)le, thle women l)eing consi(Icre(l as menre articles of
traffic; and hellce, the prelimiinaries being thle' most important l.art
of the business, when a man wishes to, mar ry, he goes to the parents
of the squaw, and offers for her sucharticles as he may: consider
to be equal to her valulle, andlif his offer be deme(lncsufficielntly liberal
by them, the bargYain0n is concluded-the girl herself havingX: nothing to
say in the matter; tle (lay Previous to his mnarriage thle mllan (loes
not eat any food, and his fast is continued until noon of' his wedding
day, at which time he goes for his bride, when, aftcr having eaten
with her and her relations, ian(l made a present to each, lhe takes her
home to his own lodge, which ends the ceremonies ; whilst thle wholo
affair is a simple matter of'0 business, an abs§1ute refusal to sell a squaw
will engender vindictive feelings, which fre(quehtly cause the death
of 8OIne Of :the family. rThe :only peculiallity in their customs at
births is, that the father must, if possible, l)e l)resent on the occasion.
When one dies, the funeral i's conducted in a manner somewhat
resembling that of the whites; a grave is dug, on the bottom -of
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which slabs of wood are laid; the body is then laid on these, his
arms, if the deceased be a nale, being put in also; slabs arc next laid
over but not on thce body, and thle grave filled up; in the case of a
squaw, her stick, 'With Which she used to dig roots, an(1 her basket
for carrying them, are l)laced at thce head of thle grave. Tlhlou sluperstitious rites an(Fl 4rsenloties are so very numerous it would l)c (lifilcu;lt
to give any detailed account or themn; in fact, every act, of their (laily
lives is influenced by superstition, in 'the belief thllat it will result in
gootl or evil to them, accor(ling to thle n-Innier in which it is porformlled. There would not seem to be anything peculiar in their
modes of )llnishmnint; theboir children are correcte(l by tlem in pretty
muchll thle same way as thie wh+lites correct theirs; and I calnlnot i Cr
of any law to punish an offonce against thle tribe. Trhey have but one
regular stated dance, which I cannot describe, and which takes placc
every year, shortly after the salmon colomnIence to ruiln, and is continued at intervals for two o tllree Weeks. As to thloarts, they arc
very expert in making baskets, .small nets forcaltchillng salmon, and
grass ropes, which theyIuse for snaring deer aind oelk. Trhey do not
cultivate thle 80il, anldl therefolre (10 riot ulse agricultural i npIlemflents.
Their traffic is vely lilmitedj, a(i is carried onl rincilally xvith the
in I(liant.s, Witlh Whollm they echlange clams and sea-shells
moutn tam
for acorns, pine-nuts, and a kind of grasss, wVhlich they ulse for Illlling
their baskets; ill tradlintg allmong themselves they use skins, beads,
knives, eac shells, canoes, and women ; these lalst being the most
valuable article of exchange that they possess. They 1have no ball
plays, nor have they anly (disti(nctive (alliutesilelets. Likel. all Indians,
they are excessively fond of ganibling, and frequently stake everything they possess 1o tho game ; this is played with at bundle of
sticks about a foot long, one of themll being marked bJ a siralcut
through thle bartk, giving it a striped appearance ; one of tle players
takes the sticks ill llis hlaln1ds, and having 1rolled( them about several
times by rulbbing his hLand,(l togetller, as it Were, sLudenily divides thoe
bundle by tal-king half in each hland and placing theni by his sides
waits for the better to gruess which the striped slick is in ; should the0^
stake be lar-ge the loser Will usually scarify hisbrelast anI arms, and
very frequently Make wounds onl them whichI do not heal fo r weeks.
Trle count try Which they inhllabit, ill comment noweNwith the whites,
is comp)ose(d ofabout equal p)roportions of mountains and valleys ; part
being prairie lands, l)ut by far tle greatest part being heavily time ed.
Thle ara111,ble land is estimated. at about fifty thousand acres, Which is)
perhaps, about onefourth of thel wlole, and is very flrtile, J)roducing
heavy crops of wheat, oats, rye, barley, potaltocs, anti ll ind:s of
garden vegetables. There aIrelthree l)princip)al streais runin-ing through
their country :Eel, Elk, an(l Mad rivers. The first empties itself
into the ocean, aboutt a mile to tlle south of the bay; the second runs
into Humboldt bay, and the thlird intO tle occan, about three miles
to the north of the bay, wVic]hln a north and south 1ine, is just
fourteen miles long. Eel and Mad rivers tcake their rise in the coast
range of mountains, and are quite rapid streams until they approach
the ocean, when the tides affect them and diminish their velocity.
By the melting of the snow in the mountains, as well as by heavy
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rails, sudden freshets are frequelltly caused. in them, rendering them
very turbid; and, as a consequence, the opposinig forces of current
and. tide cause a deposit to be made at the mouth of each, this formning a shoal and roughI
lThe country is abundantly and heavily
timbered:; thc principal woods being *edwood, sprlce, Oregon line,
fr, alder, ash, cottonwood, crab-apple mnladronewillow, and a Va-

:bar.

riety of tlc myrtle; the first four making excellent lumiber, and giving

employment to numerous Raw nills on the bany. The game consists
of elk, black and grizzly bears. coyotes, silver foxes, rabbits, and grey
squirrels. Among the feitthered tribes, geese,dbrant,ducks, and curlew are very abundant, in their proper seasons, int the small ponds
and marshes abouti the bay. Elk river fri-i ii1es an abund ntt snJ)u)ly
of beautiful brook trout, and the bay salmon, bass, flounders, and
sardines, besides crabs and four varieties of clatlms.
0 The kforego ng
I
all the subjects which
the
requires to be: noticed, and as much pehs, as I am
expected to allude to in lmly report. It would, therefore, seem ulnilecessary for mie to favor the departmitent witha ny reflections on the
subject of our Indian relations, as Shl reflections wotlId Iprobably be
considered mnch miore sound bymygn1self tlhnil by ally: one who mighlit
readi them. I will, therefore, ,content myself' with the-3 remark, that
among these people,:and(l all others of' tlhe Indian tribes ofoour country, the great laws of civilization and progre9ss-are surely developing
themselves, and as a, consequence-a few years more will number them
with the
that were. From their difference of habits annl interests, engendering hostility among themselves, nlo enerac war wuith
them need ever be al)l)rehended; and hence the oteatdy encroachments
of thle white man, froim evenly direction, will pmrodlnce the certain,
though perhaps gradual, result of their utter annihilation.

circular account embraces, believe,
I

things

I am, sir, res)ectfully, your obedient servant,
ROBERT C. BUCHANAN,
Bvt. Lileut. Col., Gapt. 4th
]nty, nnnandiig.
con

Major E. D. TOWNSEND,

Assist. Ar-jt. 0Un., Pacif/ic Div vision,
San Franlcisco, (il7fornia

HIEADQUARTERS

NOuTIIEIIN DISTRICT OF CALIFORNIA)

Fort.1ealding, Augitst1, 1853.
SIR: Duiring the intervaI which as elapsedf since receipt of the

the headquarters of the Pacific division, under date
of"circular"from
the '7thlof :VFebrlary
last, I have taken all practicable measures,
both from personal observation and bycommunicationwith tie bestt

and most: reliable gentlemen
informied&
ofthe
to

residing

in

the northern section

obtain the esired information concerning tleIndians
within thisdistrict. The great extent of country which this district
embraces, and theinnumerable small bands of Indians residing in it,
many of them never having'had anyintercourse with the whitepeople,

State,
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renders it impossible, with my present information to prepare such a
report as is required,
I have prepared at tabular statement Which is h1erowith transmitted,
embracing all th1e6 informatition I canl obtain in relation to these Indians. A gentlemtlil inl Shasta Was kind'elnough to pre)are for m1-e a
report on the sulbjOct, b)ut it wis (lestroye(l by the late conflagration of
that city, and, ulinforltunately, cannot be replaced.
These Indiani`s live inl lhluts lmlade Of' tule grass anud skins, and sutbsist )rincipally Onigae1111, Salmon, acorns, and roots, Trilby have an
abundance of flood, except in thle winter season.
Although some of' these l)bads of' di(lialls are re-ported as h hostile to
the white )eo1)le, it is believed that their elnmity is atler tile Meslt
of the encrolachmients onl their hlunting afind fislling, grounds, and the
othe year, than from.
consequent scarcity of f'10(l at certain seLaSOnsf'
wvar
the
of
white Peo0le). Their
onl
any Piemedlitate(l designn inlaking
a
their
vast
extension of' counwant of firearmls,
(1i51)crsion) Ovelr such
try, their precarious mode of su)sistence ; tle little intercou rse they
have With ev@ll' other, an(l their indole(nt nd apl)athetic habits generally, all contribltoe to remvllcve tiny aplpellension. of' a union of their
forces for hosile pullrp)oses.
I a p)rclhc(ld no0 (lifliculty ill thle exectutioln of thle op)osed
l)
plan of
collectillg these Ilndialns within; fixed bolundaries; but miost of 1thie
places suitable for their location arce already occulpied by the white
people. They must be placIed where they can proculre. sialmnon, gamo,
acorns, roots, &tc.; otherVise, they must be subsisted entirely by the
government, as : lplace but little confidence upon any efforts that may
be inalse in cultivation, edsp)cially in a country like this, wVith coinparatively so little arable land, an(l most of Which requires irrigation
to render it productive.
I enclose herewith ann outline sketch of this district, by Licit. Williamson. of tile topographical engineers.
Very respectfully, your most obedient servant,
G. WRIGHT, Bvt. Cot. U. S. Amnzy,
Comld'y N. Dist. of Cali~fornia.
Maj. E. D. TOWNSEND, Asst. Adji. General,
Headqua tears Pacific Division, San Francisco, Gal.

Report of Indian= living within the northern military district of Caifforniafo commanded by Brevet Colonel George Fright,
U. S. Army.
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HEADQUARTERS FORT MuII1E1,t CALIFORNIA,
August 2, 1853.
MAJOR: Onl assumnning comman(l of this post in the molnth of May
last I received from. my )redecessor, Brevet Major Patton, 2d infantiy, 0your circullar of Februiary 7th, calling fbor a report agreeably
to paragl'apli 86, Regulations of the Army, in relation to the Indian
tribes coming under the influence of this station, their habits, Cultoms, means of subsistence, and srch facts connected with their mode
of living as may be of inltelest to t1le War Departmnent.
A work of this kind, to be uom)lete aind( satisfciltory, would require
much. time and long continued contact vith some of the morel)rominent tribes. All information derived from thte white settlers i8 of a
very uncertain kin(, an(l fromll the Indians themlselves , owing to their
'tolid ignorance, it is, almost impossible to obtain a satisfactory reply
to the simplest question. Tlle ordinary means of comImunicating with
them is IIoW through the Mission Indians who speak the Spanish language, there being no person within ril control Who, with a knowledge of thle English langtage, ctall communicate directly withi their
chief men an(l in their own tongue. One language seems to l)revail
whole extent of this valley, with the cxcel)tion of' the
throughout thev
Noo-tahl-ahs or ''Mono'' bands, living habitually in tle mountains
and who are supposed to have emigrated from the eastern slope of' the
Sierra.
That )ortion of country properly embraced witllin this report
seems to extend fromn the Starnislaus river on thle north to the Tejon
Pass on the south, a distance of' 300 miles ; which, territory is naturally divided', into twvo sections first, that of thle San Joaquin river
and its tributaries ; and, seconrdlythe Tular6 country lying between
King river and the `pass ; Fort Miller occupying a position between
the twvo. This whole country is enclosed on its eastern and western
borders by the Great Sierra'iand the coast range, forming a vast basin,
watered through its centre by a chain of' lakes and the San Joaquin
river, all flowing towards the north, an(l fed by numerous tributaries
from the snows of the Sicrra.
The Indians of' thle first section, although similar in appearance,
language and habits, have little intercourse With those of' the Tular6l
section, exceptt sucllh tribes 'ai lie adjacent and Ioccupying generally a
rich mining region, comI)aratively thickly settled with whitess, have,
through this influence, become somewhat domesticated; manY of them
have been emplOyedd bY the settlers and miners in labor, and families
or small bannds are often found Permanent1Y located in their immediate
neighboriood.
Under these circumstances they are fast acquiring thle vices of our
owYn race, it being nfo uncommon thing to sue them under the influence of' intoxicating drink, though as yet a drunkard is rarely met
with ; chastity among their women seems no longer to be a virtue4
I have not been able to discover that they have any knowledge or con
ceptionl of' a higher power, either for good or evil; neither ca~l they be
mad(e to comprehend such1 things, unless it is forced upon thlem,, through
the ol)eration of the sellses, and these remarks a)p)ly to all, ats far as
miy information extends.

so0
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The San Joaquin river, having its,sources among the farthest snows
of the Sierra, flows in a rali(l torment towyalds thle foot hills, and
entering the grreat valley it bends to the light and takes a northerly
direction to the upPelr waters of' Saii Francisco bay; its tributaries,
commencingon tthe north, are the Staislaus,
TIl1s0 fljl, Merced,
Mariposa, :Chow-eli-la and F 8resno; tle three last, in thle dry season,
These branclhcs
losing thlemselves amiolng the sands of telo Tlhi.
taking their ,rise in thie Sierra lt greater or less elevation, floW in a
direction parallel to tlhat of thle ul)r
)Cpportionn of' the main river, and
their ma1111gnlitude an(l quality of' their Water depelld entirely upon the
elevation of' their sourlices. These0 streams alre xvell timbered with
pine and oak unttil. leaving tile foot lills, from which point to the
main river the country is aan a)rid Waste (luring the ,summn1l1er, and in the
wet season almost iniiiassallleo; their co Iurse through the lplain can be
traced by a line of scattered tAms, anrld ol theni immediate margin
may be tiund occasionally a trafict of aralbli land this space, lying betweent the foot hills a11n(1 thIle Sanll Joaquin, is not inuch frequented by
Indians, it possesses fepw requlisi te.s for their comifort or siibsistence,
there being ;a scarcity of wood and shadeil, and consequently a deficieey' of: acorins; thile water is warm1,a111and fishillg is less successful
than among tlheralrtids of' the hills, \fesalmon aire taken ill tfilme of
low Water in great abundance.
In nulml)ers these hidaian have been much over-estilmated, and at
this seanson-ofA the YearI,beilg:.catte'll (IIIm(ong tilhe m1ourntallis in
searchl of food, it is inmI)ossil)le to arrive at aln accurate count; and
even from thle chiefs at all tillmes it is extreliel (lifficult to obtain satisf'actorv in t'Ol'lmlatioll. A relial)le cells Can never i)e takemi until
some proposition is mande or inluducement eld out sufficienlt to excite
their curiosity, wheln thIey mtay e collected at (liferent points and
an ap)lproxilmationr to their nuimbn1)'s obtaine(l.
Those baIids which fi'eqlellt tlhe Stanislus and TrIllollumne livers,
a
IVahl -ki-lainumbering
called Wal-lal-.si inle, Pa ll-ka-nli, Th(re6 fid
from five to seven hun(llied souls, are at a distance of' one hundred
miles fromI this J)ost, throull a region ofcountr passable only for
pack mules, whilst tile)' call 1)eached 1romn
Solll tcktoiI in a less distanice, anl Sulpl)llies caln there he tranlsjpote(l overa good wagon road
to at poilit it least tenr miles be ond tile town of' So4nora.
Those tribes lhaing, then1
ihiihuts onl thle ilerced andl Fleslo, called
0-ke-cllum-nel, Po-toy-ell-tre, Se-a1,n-tre, alld Xo-SeCIn-A-te on the formner river, anid: (u111l-ke-chlt--Se, Ch ow-i i-hi, lPo-ko-ial-tri , Nu-tre-Cho,
and No' ke-tro-tra onthe latte, canll be reeaClie(liOn tIhis } oint, at
m"
iltHes the latter distancee
distallecs varyringr from61 twel) fy five to nty
referring to tile Yo-sem1Zl mida-te valley, a leve ssace,
in
sp me eightinmiles
all
by
sides
which
aiJd(
encloseld
oi(n
moni(ntalins,
pro pitotis
length,
thle A0i'ce(l is Siirl to hIIft'C its softlIceC. Ti.'lli'S3 VaIle' lies ait ai great olevatioli l)bove tilfel)lflna11(1 the tli)c w]lic)i occupies it,)1-o
11Omluc
1
h
'i1s, aind arc
rcdluice(l init numbers, have tile reputation Of' tli(
rirarely
knoWn to visit the tribes ot' the foot hiills.
The i(1iaIs11 of the: ma1ii( i'i vrel, cal led ]'it-ca-hlie, and( Noo-talh-all,
been fir the last two yealls iln close relations with tIle
or Mono, haivei
whites, wear clothes, aln1d s8eemn to have lost all iriclilltion both for
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wal and. hunting. They number in all, perhaps, five or six hundred

souls.

The Indians of the first section, amounting to about two thousand
fivehundred. or three thousand souls, all sp)cak the samue lingutlage
with ollne exception, that of'tle Noo-tall-allh or Mono ; the latter, ac1nutliolitie.s, signifying, ' unknoi>wn'' thllough I think
cordliln, to some
doubtful, and believe it to be the Spaniish wor(d meaning
0
it very
"c monkey.''
Bows anda(rr1ovws are thle only a11r1mis ill u1se throughout the valley,
and hor'se.s arle habitually used( by only one tribe ; an(l with thlat Cx-ception their subslistence and manner of livihg is similar in almost
every respect.
Inl the summer season grass seed( is collecte(l by the women in considerable qiiiititities, )oluntidd nid made into it kind-of' paste; grasshoppelrs are caulight an1d roaste(l ; the matiagita is collected, I)plnded
1tla palatable
in mortars, a1n1d water filterled thlroulgh thle mass, 1makl(ing
drink resembling cider. rpI IIsedcl of the pine cone is also Used for
food, atl(l it small root lesembllblilln thle chesnlut in taste. They also
when al)le tdo-(10 pso In thle fall of' tle ycar their chief
collect blely
article of' food is the. sal inolln, bt tley are too indlolent to prepare a
r tile ilitter, (le endingg a1111lost elntirely 111)01 tle
sufficlelt Stipl)pl
in large quatitities an(lm.i(lme into it kind of'
which
collecte(l
tire
aco'n,
by
floil
They atre docile il disposition, in habit opposed
p)nlldigll-g.
to warV, in1d. confiding ill I 1l their relations with thle whites, altollogh
often i1pose(l upona(l(ld'Ceielved by thelm,.
The tribes of' the Tillar6e section, numlerinlg ablolut 5,000 sou ls,
Occupy thle foot hills along thle streams flowing from the Sierra
intO lte lakes at (listailnCes Va1ryting from 25- to 150 miles, and,
althlolug'l wagolls can pa-.ss tile whole distance, p)ack nliles Wvould be
a
clharacter
re(ulired to operate against themill il tilellill. their ll11bits,
Dmeans11 ot' siiblsistence, arms,: &C., alrel the .sane as those of the, first se,tion, eXcept at tibe oil th-e Tejoll Ps1s, con1sistilng of' about 300 .souls,
who own horses andld to sMome extent cultivate tile ground ; in thlis leaill others seemiling to retain their old(1 m1i.ss0ion
f
sl)ect they (lifi Ill
habits ; thely raise whellt, conlipmpkills, melons, p)ea8 an(l beans
their chief, TPalter'o, lives inlla houls of a(ol)es, antid I amn informedd, by
COlptait Jordon andl LicUtenalt 'Nugen, who have rlecenlitly visite(l that
valley, that they were thlere entertained. wvithll gelnluille lhospitality ; hi's
table )eing spread with plates, knives and forlks. They ue horses for
, a1nd(l
S
other ipllen1 tslor aiulhiI'e.
p)low\\t~illng,
Was
ic l111(leI' NhOM inle 8s1b chief18, acbei isg
n
Everyi tritO
by a clief
colrdin;g to tile numlliber of' smaller bands or 'anch6e6itis colmposing tile
natioll. Their aulthojrit}y See1msto (ll)en(l ulintch uiponl tile character amid
byLhisOow?(lb peOple.
falbility ot' tihe Imaln, aIll(l hle. is somlietime's deposed
I, have ho0t beenallCle to leair' whether o0' not this I'ailk is inll general.

IIe'(?(l itary.
Ill heavily tilsi post mitiol goitig tOfiJll'(15 the 'TPjo'l lpass, King's river
is C1ro8S'I(l ata(litstalce of tabolit 25 miles, on Whi ich sltrallm re" foullid
tile (Jhow-e-i1ii-ne, Wat-chic-ha-ti 1-te-che, (ho-ke-min-nail, Mi-chiahla, Hlol-ko-m11a, To-ke-iiiai-chie, 0-po-no-che and We-lmi -che, tribes, extenldilig f'omll the lake11 to a colsi(leI'ablC (listanec among tile fbot hills.
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On the Oah-wi-ah and the other four creeks, at a further distance. of
30 to 35 miles, are the Tah-lum-lne, Cho-i-look, Cah-wi-ab,:Wich-a¢him-ne, Yo-ktl, Pol-we-sha, Wok-sach-e and Eu ten-pJe-che's, and
in that same region, through I am unable 0tofix their locality, are found
the
Wall-WOl, Co-ye-to, Yo-el-cha-ne and Go-ke-nim-non's
Still further to the southbward on Tuble river, Moore's creek, Posa
creek, KRern ri and tho region of' Walker's Pass, 'are the Mon-totos, Ta ches, Che-tic-ne-wasl, Po-la-ga-mis, Che3-bon-tes and other
tribes of whom little is known, that portion of country being seldom
visited forthlat kind of information.
During the heart of summer these In dians live habitually in temporary lhuits of' bilshcs, shelter fronm the sun being the only object, but
in the rainy season their roofs are thatch ed with grass or covered with
canvas and hides, whfvever stuch material can be l)rocured; boards are
unknown, but most ofl the tribes are: acquainted vith the manner of
making adobes, though none are utsed except a ssmall quantity at the
Tejon Pass, and at that place are found tlec only domestic animals,
horses and a fev chickens.
Their marriages are attended with no ccrlomony, it being a volluntary act between a man and wontan) an(l (lissolvccl apparently at the
pleasure of either. In some tribes, it is said, that by established
a woman must yieldio the wishes of a inan. whenever the demand is made.
occpllation offtllis country by the whites, it was a custom
Before
to burn their decad on a funeral pile, andl it is still kept
up by some of
the tribes ; but in this vicinity they are buried in the ground, attended
by a procession according to thle rank and character of the deceased.
Their dances seem to have no 1c'elrence to l)articular days or seab wish to, anld the whole performance,
sons ; they dance
they
to me, is perfectly unintelligible. In fact they seem to have no object
in I ific but to eat and lounge about.
Their most attractive gamo is played by two or four men-one :or
two on a side. Having. leveled and cleared a space of ground some
twenty yards in extent, the players are provided Nwith two flexible
rods ten or' twelve feet in length, and a ring made of rope about two
incihles: diameter, woundIclosely with 'pack thread, twoof them ; with
the ring and rods,. taketheirpositionn at one extremity of the space;
the ring is rolled along thle ground by oneof' theiem with considerable
forc,o and bothlatathet samettime dart their rods, sliding theminalong
the ground. If thoe point0of a rod; enters the ring, a marker sitting
by scores a certain number ofpoints towards the game,; or it the ring,
in ceasing to roll, incline's against a rod, he: also marks. rThey then
run 'to the other extremity of' the space and cast the rods as before.
This gameconsists of about a hundred points, and upon it they stake
beads, clothing,orDany thing they possess. Another game is much
in use in some seasons of' the year, which isplayed by any number of
men, each provided with. arod similar to the above, but sharpened at
one extremity. Aperpendicular wall of bushes, impervious tosight,
and about twelve feet high, having been previously constructed, the
players take theirplaces on one side of it and the bets are made. One
ofthe number, with a longer and heavier rod, commences the game

Choo-Ioot,

laws,

:tllhe

because

0in
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by darting it over the wall so that its point will strike the ground on
the opposite side, tile others immnediately follow, and the rod whose
point i found nearest to that of tIhe first marks a certain number of
points in the game ; they then: throw from the other side in the same
manner, and so continue until the game is finished. Their accuracy
inJd(lging of thle position of' tie first rod is WonderfUil.
They also have games of ball, playe(l with small bats, but I have
had no opportunity offseeing theml1, likewise some unintelligible games
of cards.
Having no knowledge of agriculture, or means of cultivating the
soil, their habitations are fixed solely with reference to facilities for
procuring subsistence; this brings them almost entirely within the
foot ills of tile Sierra an(d consequently they occupy but a smIll portionpof arable land.
The tribees onl the Fresno have sufferedd much from sickness during
thle last two years, and their nutmnbers heave considerably diminished
whilst on tile other rivers tiley soeeil to be robust and healthy. They
are genera-lly, well clothed, the women wear skirts, shawls and handkerchiefs, and the men, shirts and pantaloons. A naked Indian is
rarely seen.
It is with mutch regret that I am compelled to submit a statement
'so 1ea0gfre hin (letatil. To obtain an accurate knowledge ot' their nutnbers, habits, &c., would require a close and protracted: intercourse with
the several tribes, since one nation Call give but little information of
its neighbloror any others living at a distance. Beyond their ordinary p)lhysical Nants and necessities, they seem to be incapable of making
a mental effort, and the sub-division of their tribes into smaller bands,
or rancherias, renders it impossible to get fromn their head chiefs even
an approximation to their actual numbers, they can only reply
" iucho,'" which may mean fifty or five hundred.
In disposition they are peaceful and tractable, and from the Fresno
to the Tejon Pass there is a constant inquiry as to the movements of
the superintendent, and what is going to be done for them.
In almost every tribe are found a few mission Indians, or
"Chriktianos," speaking the Spanish language, and having conisiderable influence both for good and evil. F1rom these men theY have
an indistinct i(leaof theol~d mission establishments, and referfii~g the
plan of' reservations to that system, seem very anxious to hiake thle experimnent, but all having a pr'lretico for some )articuilar locality
The plan is evidently the best that cMin be dcvised, and worthy of the
government. With judicious ianagemnt, and(l the employment of a
fow; Spanish pi-iiests, it call be, fflb'y pl)erfecte(d, aidl wotild raise froin
ignorance, idleness, and filth, man thousands of' human beings to a
position ill life of' some use to themselves, and that portion of country
in which they are established.
Respectfully, your obedient servant,
H. W. WESSELLS,
Captain 2d ikfaittry, Brevet Major Conmmanding .Post.
Major E. D. TOwNSEND,
Assistant Acj'Wtant General, Pacific Division,
H. Ex. Doc. 76-3
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HEADQUARTERS, FORT YUMA, ALTIFORNTA,

July 15, 1853.
1 I Laird t6i honor-to make the following report on1 thes 1s9bib
MAJOR

jects embraced in the citcllaif of the comnman(dilng general of' thle (late
of lebruiary 7I
Fort Ytuma was established by three small companies of the second
under my comman(l, in November, 1850. In JuIn1e folloWinfanitry,,
Of the exl)ense of 8s4plpy by Wagon train ancro(sI the
on
account
lug,
desert, the troops, with the exceptions of' a small gar(, were wvithdrawn to Santa Isabel. This guard was reinfoced by a small ])arty
under Captain Davidson, 2d infantry, again in November, and the
place abandoned by him a fewv days after, being threatened by Indins;
he first destroyingg some of the stores and cachin g others. it wNas
again occupied on the last day of' Febriuary, 1852, by the original
command, another company of' infantry, and two of dislmloulnted dragoons-the three latter only remaining a miontlh. All tle stores
which had been cached were dUg up by the Indians, tlnd, Aith the
boats carried off.
Since then, the navigation of the Colorado by steam hlas been assured, and it is now in a fair way of beilg a lper manent station. It
is the most important in southern California, as it protects the southern
route of American emigration into California-the Sonlora cemigration-controls numerous tribes of warlike Indians, and coII1mman(d1s the
passage by land. on the Pacific side into Sonora and the Mexican republic. It is also spoken of as a point on the great Pacific railroad
The post is situated on the riglt bank of the Colorado river, opposite
its junction with the Gila, on an irreguIlar rocky hill, about eigh ty feet
high . The part occupied lby the camtlp is tolerably lervel, sloping to
the east, 500 feet from east to west, and 400 from north to South. A
branch ridge runs off tc the south, through Which is a cleft 180 yards
wide, affording a passage to the combined waters of the Cololraldo anld

Gila.X

Thisis- tlle st of a presidio, established about seventy-seven years
ago by the Spaniards. ; Padre Pedro Garces camlle Out he111 Nvith la
San Gabriel Indian,0 and reported this a favorable position forla mission.
The next year, he and Padre Ki no came out ith, troops ndl established
a mission in the junction, and Jos6 Maria Ortegasonof,IDon FranJiand commn111andante of the expedition of tlie discisco Ortega, captain
coverers of' Alta California, the presidio. The position is (descri )ed as
being between the sierras of Sanl Pedrlo and San Pablo. A little east
of north from here, forty-five miles on the top) of a ridlgie of barren
mountains, is, a detached rock, several hundred feet high, reseml)ling
may hlavegiv~enX thle name of' St. Ieter, and a direcini
at domelnc, which
tionl IVeSt of north, about eighteen miiiles distant, onS another range of
similar mount insrises a solitary rock, 500 feet high, which]wYIe here
call Climney Peak, must have borne the other name. :l'he Colorado
vinls its way between these two ranges, runs south along the-btase of
the hill we are on, then turns short to the west, through this cleft, for
nearly seven miles, giving us both banks for that distance, and turns
again more to the south, and finds its way to the Gulf.
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There were thirty soldiers in the presidio, and 0abolt eighty persons
in the -mission seven or eight years after its establishment, whven the
Indians attacked the place. It held out stoutly Lfor three days when
the supply of bullets failing, they had only powder to fire. The Indians soon discovered the difference, and rushing ill with clubs and

knives, killed all the men but one, made prisoners of te women andl

children, and burned the l)lace. Mairtinez Otega, brother of Joaquimn,
living at Santna Maria, in this colunity, wNas a child of three
both
years of age, and was made a prisoner. His fathlter Nvas relieived in the
command eight days before. Full accounts of thle establishments will
probably be found in thle convent of Sall Fernando, inl thle city of'
i[exico, and somiel accounts in Hlumboldt's travels.
When
occupied this point thle rough stone founldationfs of thle
houises, with their earthen ruins,
could be clearly traced. The buildappeal'
to
of
muld,
havel)eien
between
poles or forks, to
ingsi
sll)l)ort the roof. The charred ends wve dug upright
pll, wvith the remains of a
col)ller, urn-shlaped vessel, of the capacity of about a quart. There
were eight or ten buildings, fifteen or twenty feet, nearly square,
irregularly placed, covering an area of about al acre, and including
the site ot the present commanding officer's quarters.
It was an excellent position for defence against Indians; tle only
point above it beige beyond the range of arrorvs, an(l commanding a
fine view of thce sufrrouinding country.
thle high water a broad slough, in thle rear of the post, is
filled, tnd cuts off all communication with the main land, except by
thle, me'alls of boats.
On a detached sandy plateau, above thle rise of thle river, near Hutta-mi-n6, are also the rluins of an old Spanish establishment.
My first efforts wvere directed towards obtaining some knowledge of
the number's of:the Indians. Several captains of the Cu-cha-no and
Ylm, or New RiverIndialns, vith many of their people, were present.
Their knowledge of numbers does not extend beyond counting the fingers of both hands, and thle repetition of this. They are lost before
they arrive at a hundred.
Thlley attenipted to 7gze me tlleir numbers by scratchin, wiia,
stick, marks on the dirt floor of my tent. On counting these I got the
t Able A. This gives 1,433 mieln, 595
numbers of thelaccompanying
women, and 682 children ; or a total of 2,710. This is evidentlyr incorrect. Vicente has 386men, and no womnein or children; and Manuel

nowY

woe

I)uiring,

no men.
I next triedtohave each
0band represented by threesticksnotched
-mien, women, and children separate. This took a long time, but at
last the sticks came, with large escorts. Sone of the sticks were
covered with notches representing portions of different bands, with
any number of queer divisions.
T¶he table marked 13 gives a viewv of these, with the divisions
reduced and arranged. This gives forthe Cu-cha-nos 183 men, 137
women, and 178 children, or a total of but
:498. IHere Macedon hlalas
men and women and no children. Twvo chiefs, theli living above,with

considerable bands, have

one eighteen, and the other seventeen
If
all
I
told.
add the combiined bands of Jose' Maria and
persons,
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Sebastian, from table A, it gives 377 men, or a total of 972. This
comes the nearest to my idea of the truth, though still below the true
number. At the time a portion of the tribe was passing down the
river to settle below us, they floated past on balsas with their llosehold effects.: I had these rafts counted as they passed through the
cailon, and in four days, on forty-six rafts, there were 114 men, 122
women, and 128 children, or a total of 3(64. This does not include a
great number of young men, women, and children, who landed above
and came through our camp. There wvere in camp over 100 of these
in one day. This, howev er, includes some New River In(lians, Who
were on their way to settle below.
On table A, there are more than twice fas many men as wonen, or
more :men thanf women and, children together. The proportion of
children, as compared With Iwhites, would be small, as an early age
the boys-are warriors and the girls woomen.
tem, and inquiry,
As the esilt of considerable intercourse cwith
400
warriors
into the field.
the
cannot
I am of
opinion they
bring
There are but twenty-three horses on table B, and of these fourteen
were lost in the massacre by the Co-co-pas. I think the number of
horses given in below the true number. The horses are evidently not
so numerous as they were the first time we were stationed on the
river. During the wvar, wwhen they were distressed from the want of
food or lost men, some must lave been eaten.
Since the massacre, they have drawn nearer, to be under our protection ; Sand when they get settled, and their crops begin to rip)en,
there will be a better opportunity to learn their numbers. They are
now 'very slhy about answering questions the exact object of which
they do not fully understand.
The Cu-cba-no, or as they are usually called, the Yuma Indians,
live on the Colorado) commencing about sixty miles above its junction
with the Gila, and extending below it forty or fifty miles. At p~res
ent, the greater part of the tribe live on the Mexican side of the line.
They never leave the river bottom or go into the mountains to live.

The river bottom is wide and fertile, covered with a heavy growth
of arrow wood, grease wood, cotton wood, willow of three varieties,
and mesquite of two, the flat pod and screw bean, and is intersected
by a great number of sloughs and lagoons, former beds of the river.
On these the Indians plant in the month of July, or so soon as the
waters of the annual rise commence to subside. No vegetables will
grow beyond the influence of the overflow.
They cultivate water melons, musk melons, pumpkins, corn and
beans. The water -mnelons are small and indifferent, musk mielons
large, and the pumpkins good. These latter they cut and dry for
winter use.
Their agriculture is simIple. With an old axe, (if they are so fortunate as to possess one) knives and fire, a spot likely to overflow is
cleared. After the waters subside, small holes are dug at proper intervalsI, a few' inches deep, with a sharpened stick, having first removed the surface for an inch or twvo, asdit isapt to cak e.
ground is tasted, and if salt the )lace rejected; if not, the s ecd
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planted. No further care is required, but to remove the wceds,
which grow milost luxuriantly wherever the water has been.
WVheat i's planted in the same manner, near the lagoons, in' ]Decernber or January, and ripens in May and June. It has a fine plump
grain, and well filled ears. They also grow grass seed for food. It
is prepared by pounding the seed in wooden mortars, made of miesquite, or in the ground. With water the meal is kneaded into a
mass, and then dried in the sun. The mesquite bean is prepared 'in
the samhe manner, and wvil keep till the next season. The pod mesbegins to ripen the latter part of June ; the screw bean a little
qquite
later. Bothf contain a great (leal of saccharine matter but the latter
it furnishes, by boiling, la aalatable molasses, and froml the
so
former, by boiling and fermentattion, a tolerable drink may bec made.
The great dependence of the Indian for food is upon the mnesqtite and
his fields.
The river and lagoons are alive with several kinds of fish; all are
soft, of a muddy taste, full of small bones, and of tbe most inferior
quality.
Mules are a favorite article of food, but horses are so highly priZed
they seldom kill them, unless pressed by hunger or required by their
customs.13
The summer of 1851 there was no overflow here,: and but a partial
one below. The last year our military operations prevented. tllem
from planting below, between us and the Co-co-pas, and above withlin
fifty miles. This caused great suffering the past winter; for months
our camp was filled with men, women, andchildren, begging for somcthing to eat.,
The river bottom is bounded by deserts and barren rocky mountains
with scarce a vestige of vegetation.: Between these the river has
then

i8s full,

deposited clay and sand,

and is continually changing its bed. From
sixty
miles above here, descending fifteen
Aullk-ulk-se-que-pa-wa,
miles to Hlut-ta-mi-ne's village, is a fine wide bottom, in which, last
year, were tle cultivatedd: fields of the Indians.
Last September, on the morning of the fifth day after we left the
post, we were in the, mi'stOf their fields, covered with. all they ex-

pectel to live on till the mesquite 1seasonof the nextyear. The first
intimation they had; that we had left theJsost, the traill) of a hundred
mlen
froulised' them from their sl umbers The guides were mistaken in

the distance, and itwas still an hoiu to (lay-ight. In atwinkling
not even achild was left at the fires they abandonedeverythingr. we

here got Cavalloen Pelos, papers, given him by the Meican -boundar
of the line,

commission, His village wassouth
but closetothe emnigrant road,-where it leaves the river to go onthel desert.
Belowtlisthe river is hemmed in by barren rocky" mountains till
you get within twenty-fivemiles of the j unction:; fifteen miles further
do~wi. the river passes through thle Santa Isabel mountains. For a
shortdistance, and from these to the salt
marrsle s near the mouthof
the Colorado, is a wide fertile, bottom, more- subject to overflow as yoi
descend the stream, and more valuable for planting.
The water of the Colorado is always very muddy, generally of a
yellowish brown approaching red, sometimes with quite a reddish
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tinge, soon settles, and is not unpalatable drinking when cool
pultrifies very sooll during the summer ; there is an immense deal of
earthy matter carried to the gulf; there is n10 stability to its banks,
an(1 thle channel ever shifting.
The Gila water is wsarm and brackish), Unpleasant to drink, from
the large quantities of eartlly salts. It is usually tolerably clear, or
with a blutsh grey tint.
The salts of potash,0 soda, magnesia, &c., are found in thle soil and
water. Where a whitish efilorescence appears on the surface of the
grOii0 d, it is useless to plant, as nothing edible for mnan or b)east will
grow there.
There is excellent land in the junction of the Gila and Colorado
rivers and in Lower California, where watered by New river, and the:
numerouls s10loghIs which branch off from the inain river, Wheat, cotton,
and the siugar-cane will grow, and lower don rice. The ,soil
corn,
alldl climate are well adapted to the cultivation of the vine, fig, and
tropical fruits.
On the expedition we made ilp the Colorado last September, when we
brouloght the Cu-chla-nos and Yums to terms, WC ascended the river to
a l)ace called AuAk-ulk-se-que-pa-wa, 5llf josed to be about one hlunlldred miles below the great calion. As far as wAe weent, and as far as
we could see, the mountains had the samile black, barren, rocky apji~rance, destitute of vegetatioln. To the northeast,:beyond a range
of mountains, blue; ill tie dlistance, the co-uintry of the Yu-pll-is was
out.. To tle west, the Clie-na-wa-was live, an(l higher ulp
1)fil)ted
fihe river, a little west of nortll,: thle Moliaves.
Trie Colorado hasl)een navigated by a lighlit draft steamboat as far
as its junctionf with thle Gila. Above, for eighlteen or, twenty miles,
thle river spreads over a broad surface ; fiolm tiere, as far as we went,
som0e eighlty miles by water, thel river i. narrower, and, I hfaveC no
question, navigable to thle great caflon, one hundred and fifty miles
(at least) above its junction with the Gila, as it receives no tributaries
ex-cept dllring the annutial- floods. I cannot learn that the: Mohlave discharges any water (fIilling the dry season. The Gila has9 been d ry at
its mouth in summer, andi at no time doIes it fuirnish' miuch water.
The length of the great cainon has been' variously stated at fromn
200 to 500 miles, nearer the former, probably ; but all agree it is of
great length-a nrrov gorge hlemmed in by perpendicullar walls of
rock, many, hundred feet in height, so that travelling along it for
lays, you cannot approach the right bank, and entirely impracticable
for naNxigation. In thle present rise of water, a fine log of tamarack
w11.s picked up from tile rivor,r opposite the post, which evidently grew
ill a dense forest, and fromn- its rouncedd ends, must have come from or
above this ca-lon. Nowvhere this side does any timber grove, more
available for building purposes, than an inidifferent specimen of cottonwood of moderate s ze.
The earthquake of the 29th November last appears to have altered
the relative levels of the surrounding country. The water of the river
at thle outlet of the canon, below the junction, was not so high this
year as it was the previous one by 16inhees. In the junction aind
low grounds in the rear of the post it was considerably higher.
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still further back from the river, which were thell dry, awe
nowv filled with. water.
Tie river banks overflowed this side of Pilot Knob, making it dlifficult for wagons to ias:s between. the river and the rocks, Tile low
drolitl(l was full of crlacks-fromn many of which therc gushed forth
sul1)lurous Iwater, mud, anfd san(l. At the time, lower down, great
canilges were imalde in thle river bIed.
The earthliuake, appears to have been occasionedl by an accumulation
of gases an(l steam in the calverns of the earth. Tille elasticity of these
forced ann escape throutrgh a p)ondl 45 mu'] es below us, oil the desert bethveen
the river £an( thle coast mountains ; the repeated escapes occasioning the
rumblings and shakings.
It is al11old'Orifice which had been closed several years, so that the
first effolrt occasioned the most violent explosion. The steam rose in
a beautiful. snowy jet, more than a thousand feet into thle air, and
sprea(l, appeavrifig above the tops of the mountains like a white cloud,
and gradullally disapI feared. This was repeated several times, but on
a mucihl smaller scale.
Whlie I visited the place three months later, these
jets took place
or
20
intervals
of'
and
had
a beautiful effect
a.'0 irreg-ular
15
minutes,
as they rose, m11ingled With the black mud and waiter of the pond.
The tempnerture in the principal pond was 1180, and in a smaller one
in one of' the mud-holes from which gas escapes 170°.
1350, and
.
The air is filed with suillplluretted hydrogen, and in the crevices are
beautiful ellowv crystals of sulphur. Tile ground is covered with a
white efilorescenllce, tilv!-ed With red and yellow. On the edge of a
smaller p)o01d( were collected acicular crystals (of sal amninoniac?) an
inch .fl(l a half lontg.
In winter the diays are usually warm and the nights cold, the dif-'
ference ill temperature being great. Owing to thle exceeding clearness
of the sky the radiation is very great, and on the low ground ice has
been. seen. Spring commences in February. Without rain, thel Nvillows Ealndl cotton-w.ood aare seen to put forth fresh. leaves; tle hieat
rapidly increases until tile latter part of May; and ill June, July,
August, and l)a'rt of Septemlber, it is excessive. Trpe mercury last
month, on tlhe hill, rose to 116C, and onl the river bottom to 1210 in
tile shade. Evely thing around you is hot to the touch. In the
monltil of June occasional blasts of wind are burning like tile blasts
from a furnace.
Tile winter and spring are rendered disagreeable by the frequent
Teey canbe seen
violent dust, storms, usually from the noithwest.
approaching for some hours, gradually obscuring the sun, when they
burst up)on you with. sudden fury, filling the air and every things
around you with a fine dust. The high winds come up suddenly and
are extremely violent, calming away as fast as they come. These
dust storms sometimes last three days.
During the winter, the time of the coast rains, e have sometimes
a fev drops to Ihll here. In the mouths of July, August and September, the rainy season in Sonora, almost daily, heavy clouds are: seen
passing to the N. E., accomnpaniedc with rain, thunder and lightning,
cooling the air. Occasionally these reach uis, and are mnost refreshing.
Last year there fell but a little over two inches of rain.
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The climate is such during the greater part of the year that very
temporary shelters suffice for the Indians. For tile satme reason,
to them a stl)erfluity, though they ar alway -ready to
dress
appears
beg cast-off clothing to 'deck themselves, more for ornamet tthan use.
The home of thle Yum. or New River Indians is onl New river.
When the :ponds and lagoons connected with it dry up, these Indians
take shelter amongst their friends, who live ooutside the desert. Two
small bands are now with the Cucha-nos, under Jose Mariv, or Cliimi-a-ke, and Fernando or Haltow. These two fi eqently visit our
camps, and have given different accounts of their numbers. Fernando
had at one time one hundred cand eighteen men, an(l at another,
botlh together, but forty-seven mcii. The large number mihust have
included but a small part of the tribe, as when New river i3 full of
water they are scattered in a straight line over seventy miles in
length, from north to south, or taking the windings of the river on
theq)lat desert, 'near one hundred. I saw more than the latter number in the month of October, 1850, at Heironiinlos' rancheria, situated
at the extreme northern limits of New river, near the amud volcano
and Salt Lake. 'In thle months of June of' the next year, I met another
considerable band (Antonios) on a Tfreslh watel laagoon, twenty miles
south of the wagon road across the desert. When at the northern
e all along the couir-9se of New river;
settlement, I was told Indians lived
that they are frequently seen innumberss near the L3ig fLagoon, fifteen
miles north of the Signal mountain. These latter , probably, live on the
borders of Lake Bechico, a considerable body of water, i few miles in
a northeast by east course from the Big Lagoon.
Luis or Sa-Ipan-na-co is the pr'incipal chief of these In~dians, in place
of Heironimo CCherow, or BuIrning Fire, uncle to Heironimo, slvo was
a powverftfl chief, and had the control of' all thle Indians of the desert
and neighboring sierras after his victory over Hilta-neial or Indigo
Horse, a Mexican Indinn chief of the Jacumns, many years ago. His
authority fell upon Heiromino, whose power gradually decayed, until
nIow it is nearly lost from. the hands of his successor, and they are
mingled among their more powerful neighbors. The Cti-cha-nos and
Yums speak dialects of the same language.
The chief, Pascual, (a Cul-clma-no,)I who is now not les6s thall fifty
years of age, states that when lhe was a obild the b'and to which li
belongs lived at the Alamo Mocho, where water then ranr in the
arroyo, and that there were fine planting grounds, :)lenty of grass
and mesquite. Thenthere; was water in New river all the year, or,
as lie expressed it, the water ran all the time. It was called the Huta-pil, because tulas grew there.
The whole extent of country through whwhich it nolW flows is covered
with fresh-water shells, and has the appearance of having been the
bed of a shallow fresh-water lake, This is particularly so twenty
miles north of the wagon road. All tihe drains fronm both sides tend
towards it.; New river terminates thirty-five miles north of this road,
or eight niiles south of the mud volcano. When this lake was regu'
larly fed, it must have been seventy miles long, and from twenty to

thirty broad.
On the eastern side of the desert, commencing a little below Pilot
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Knob, is a strip of drifting sands, several miles wide ,convex towards
the desert. From the action of thle northwest Nvinds they are colltinually progretising, and will soon reach the river. Some of the hllils
are from seeCIlnty to one hundred feet high. In the midst of these
yellow sand hills are spots several miles in area, into which you
descend on to a hard level surface, the original plane of' tllc desert, On
which are growing scattered mesquites aild the creosote plant.
This nlud volcano I visited in October, 1850. We started from the
volcano, with Heironimo as guide, and Captain Thomas Chiry, and a
pack. multIle to carry water. 'We went that afternoon as far as San
Felipe. The next morning, at two o'clock, when the mloon rose, we
started crossed the high ri(dge of mountains on tll east., f'ormling one
side of the valley, by following up a rocky gorgc, crossing a snall
ridge, and descending another gorge on the other side, into a broad
valley. This valley we followed some twelve miles, and, turning short
to the left, emerged through a cleft in the moulntains on to the desert.
By travellilng stcadlily nearly east until four clock in the afternoon
we struck a salt branch of Carisso creek, and following down it a few
miles, encamped forX the night where it joined the fresh-water branch.
Crossing the swellss of the desert for hours We could see a longr white
line, the borders of the Salt lake. The next morning we wished to
go to thle volcano, but the Indians told 1us tales of the bad spirits in
the shape of large birds, making it dangerous to approach, until,
finally, we were compelled to go to the village twelve miles off. After
a considerable timie spent in talking they consented to guide us, and
eight Indians went along.
It is siturate(l in a low mud plain, so soft tat We b)ad to dismoulnt
and leave our animals. It is similar to the one near the Colorado. It
presented a busy scene, with its boiling cauldron of niud and water,
and hunldreds of mulid cones, from all sizes to the height of eigllt feet,
from whIlicl ixsu1e(l steam andl gasses, somie inasteady strieam, others intermittingr, like the escap)e-p il)e of a small steam-engine in a manufactory. TleICre was no eruption wlhilst we were there ; but about the
principal cauildron the mud lay scattered around, not yet (lry. At
the distancee of a mile and a half is another collection of these muraid
cones, whllich, hlowrever , dlidl not a~ppea r to be in operation. The plain
is covered with pliumlice.
There is a small eminence of volcanic rocks rising out of this plain
near by, from Which the barren mnountins to the northward and eastwar(l can be seen, an)parently not more than thirty- five miles distant,
an(I bounding the desertt in those directions. When at the Cayote
village, east of Agcue Caliente, in December, 1851, we sent messengers
to a band of Indians called Rason's People, two days' journey off in
this- direction. They described the: internmediate country destitute of
water, except a little near the mountains.
I (10 not know the extent of this lake, but it- furnishes abundance of
salt sufficiently pure in its crude state for silting beef. The Californians, resort to it with plack mllles iln the winter season for salt to
use ont1heir ranches. They cross the mcontains where ve did, but

then keep more to the north. Hieronimo, although he knew every

foot of the way, would give no definite information, and only guided
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us when he found us determined to proceed without himi. H-e 1had a
wife here, and another at a village back of San Felipe. As soon as
we reached Carrizo creek, hlie made a great smoke, andl thc next day,
when Within half a dozen miles of his village, another, so as to give
notice of' ou1r aploroachl to his people. They have thele art of' iakincng a
slen(ler colnimn of black smoke risc to P, great height into tho air. We
found in this village the reiaini, of a fitt horse on wIlich, they had
been feasting. Carrizo creek, which comes from thle In(nitains near
Vallecitas, and in the bced of which for several miles isq the wagon
road, turns off to thle north, and erdpties into this salt lalke. The
water is seen on thle surface tor but a short distance where this roald
It then disappears till it is met with again oi the desert,
passes. miles
off. Retuiiing from Hieronitno's village, We kept furtwenty
ther east, and struck the bed of the creek higher up,
1 v here it was d ry,
and foll()owed its general directionn till we reached fthie wagon i'odo fr m
there into Yallllritas. This is the best route to take ol account of
water.

There is a lIke of brackish Water lying south of Signal mountain,
between thle range to which it belongs and thle next lvest towards thle
coast, or a continuation of thle mountains at Vallecitas. Their general direction is northwest aund southeast. The rildes are very l)Iroken.
The lake is six or cighlt miles wvide :at its northern en(ld, an(l extends
further than, thle eye can reach, probably to near the Gulf' of Calif'ornia, with which it may communicate durt-ing spring tides a:nd the annual floods of thle Colorado. The water is barely drinkiablel. We
saw no Indlians on it, but fiIns of' their frequenting its sh ore.
Indiants till live i n Mexico, on the lower Colorado,
Tre Co-co-palimit
from the lover
of the Cui-chia-nlos to the mouth of the rivrer, on
I
but princiipally onl the r-ight, and 'in thle moullntainsis of, Lower
both siles,
California. They were formeirly a m1ost formnildable tribe, aInd it is
said cold11 muster 5,000 *warriors I know but threc bands, inrlCer Chipi-ti, Colorado, an(l Jose. Chi-pi-ti wvas found last year by olne of our
scoutilng pl)rties, a short (listanlce below the Algodomies, With 125 Wvarriors, andi brought into calnl). Hle l)rofbsse(l to be oii a war l)alty
against the Cu-cha-nos and Yums, vitl whom they wer tleil nat war.
The j)rol)al)ility is the three bands together do not now nlumfiber over
300 warriors.
I male the same arrangements witlh'the Co-co-pas I had with tlle
Cu-cha-nos to get at their numbers, but the recent massacre will iprevent alll intercourse ffor some time, and illay mllake these Indians h0ostile towards us. Hitherto they have been very friendly and of much
service in communicating with olur sul)plies in thie mouth of the river.
The banks of the Colorado at its mouth are very low and flat, and
during spring-tides overflowed for miles. A heavy )or6e comires in
them, dangerous for small boats. It is not necessary for the ri ver to
rise so higl, as in the Cu-cha-no country, to overflow its banks, and
there are more sloughed and lagoons. The usual time for planting is
the same as above. This year they l)lanted in the spring, amid lost by
the overflow some fine fielder of corn already in the silk.
They l)lant corn, melons, pumpkins, and beans, and live on grass
seeds, roots, and the mesquite. Those near the seahve, in addition
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to fish, oysters, claims, and muscles. Like most Indians, nothing edible comes amiss.
Their arms are bow s of an incrio quality, mado of wVillow-rrows
of canoe ; the part of the shaft next the head ;of arr(w-wood, and
neatly ti)ppcd with stone or glass. rilbey use clubs of mesquite, usually
straight, sometimesi with at kriob, and fr-0{om 21 to 3 feet long.
Tlhcy own b)lit few horses ; make their war expeditiolls mostly on
o stratagemlli anld
foot, relying mIoreOil
1 stirIrise than force, falling on
tlecir enemie01s in thle night, a(l beating olut :their brains w:ith clubs
whenl caught asleep, 0or in surpris inishg thle villages when thle watrriors
are absent, killing thle old people, and carrying off the young11xwomen
and children.
Two years ago there was am,1ionz'gst them a fino looking Ind)(liall six
feet four inches in his bare foet, wvell built, square shouldered, large
head and massiveo forehead. Ol our return to the river I in quire d
for hil fromn his people, andld learilned he was killed by the Cu-chia-nos.
In thle, fall of 1851, about the time of the outbreak of Antonio Garras, the Co-co-pas: planncd at feast, to invite all th¢e Cut-chla-no captains
and kill them. This waihs overheard, and told the latter. The same
nigrhlt they fell Upon thle Co-co-pas and killed this man, wit], a minibeI' of others, taking somc vomen and children cal)tive.
Tle Co-co-pas were Upon a visit to hel Clu-chal-nos anid got sonic
of their captives back ; whenl the invitation was given, wlichil
threw
tile latter offi their: guard, andl resulted in theo massacre of Macedon,
their l)rlalcil)l chiief, a few other mlen, and a large numnbl)eIr of women
and(l children killed and prisonlers. Macedon was an intelligent; cxcellelmt lutu, alnd haad exerte(l himself in having at captive boy restored
to his mother.
rlilieTnare in alliance with the Jacunll Indians an( others -soulth in
L1owver California, and usually at war with the Yum and ull-cha-no
til)bes. I hIave twice brought about a peace, but nIe('Vr entire confideice lbetweel thleml. Tllhere are iuterniarriages ; tile langliages they
speak (lialects of' the ,samel), and thicy resemble the 0On-clha-os so
mutichl in arms (lr0es, manners, an(l cuistomlls, it is difficult to dlistillgulis.h one firom llanotlhelr.
Tlih Yacutn) In(lians live inl a fine valley in the mounintains near their
eastern slopc, between the desert and the coast. Part of this valley
lies in Lower California, anid there are jealousies between the person
on the opposite sides of' the line. They (10 not number 200; increased
fromn the neighboring tribes in simmer, when the means of' subsistence atIrle plenty, and (decreasedduriilng the scarce season of the" winter
months.
Tlhey are Digiuenos, atnd were onoce formidable to the Speaniar(ds; and
Mexicans, and still consiider theil mlliountain fastnesses impregnable
They are more0 varlike than their lneighibors near the coast, anid dislpose(l to be trolublesome, instigated byaI evil disposed persons near the
liie.I The Small force kept there as stop)ping place for our express
and proximity of troops oln both sides, will no doubt curb their varlike l)ropensities.
They -plant in the spring, and irrigate ; raising corn melons,
pu mpkins, chili, onions, beans, &c. ; in summer, gather manzanitas
-
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and pirones; ill the fall, acorns ; in winter, live on hares, rabbits,
rats,: &c., and on tltheir friends at the ranches.
Santiago, an o0ld man, is the principal chief; Juan Pedro, or Masty,
another chief, speaks Spanish, and was guide during tlhe war to Commo(Iore Stockton'.
Tllh Chi-mi-hallt-hua, or Mat-jiis tribe of Indians, live in the mountains onl the right bank of the Colorado, two days' journey, or about
sixty miles above the post They have theaCn-cha-nos on the south,
Mohaves o0itile north, Jum-pys on the east, and Cah-willas on the
west. W-Vith the latter they claim relationship.
I was visited by a deplutation of, them a few months since. All the
country from the Colorado to that of the Call-willas is described by them
as a mnas,. of' irregular, rocky, barren mountains, destitute of running
streams or vegetation. They depend for drink on the waters collected
from thel rains of heaven in the holes of the rocks, and on tic moullltain sheep), d(loci, and smaller animals for food. Those, I saw are not
so good looking a race as the Cacha-nos ; they dressed in buckskin,
wore a kind of buskin, and looked half starved.
They are divided 'into five bands. The principal chief is In-yil.
Sonic of the others are T-l)a-no-)ya, or, a bad fellow after the women,
Qua-mi-i, or El Cielo, and Nan-a-has-pal, or El Sol. They have n10
horses or cattle, and' have but one wife each. They say it is twenty
days' journey to Los Angelos, where they sometimes go with their
friends, the Cah-villas. Thley describe themselves as mnore numerous
than the CO-clha-nos, and as numerousas the Cah-willas or Mohaves.
They are friendly with these three tribes. I do not believe the account tley give as to their numbers. The country they describe as
their home could not subsist: them.
North of thle Chi-mi-hlla-lhuas live the Mohaves, on the Mohalve
river and along the6:Colorado towards the Great Cajion. Of the extent ai(l nature of their country, or of their numbers, I have no relialble information, They are at l)ecec with the Cu-cha-nos, and thec latter tell nic a dceutation'will be doNvn onl a visit this fall.
In the mountains on the east of the CGolorado, and nearly opposite
to the country of thle Chi-mi-lila-htias, lives the Jum-py, or Ya-l)a-p)i
tribecot' In(lians. They tried to make uisbelieve it was thirty (lays
travel to their country. It i.s not more than three. They are similar
to the Cul-clha-nos in arms,:(Ires8, and appearance. Tlhey live more
ul)ofn ganlle, and have more buckskins. In their country are found
(eer, mountain shee)p, an(l antelope. They look rather suspiciously
olp0 us, 111ut arc'friendly. I know very little of their numbers, l)ut
do not think them near so numlllerous as tile (Cti-cha-nos. I have heard
of but one running stream (Santa Maria) 'in their country, and water
in that for only a part of the year. It hends near one of the branches
of the San Francisco, and affords a route for communication from thle
Gila, nearr the Pimo villages, to thei Colorado.
More towards thel. Gila, and furtherup thle A'pache, Tontos are said
to live; none of them have ever been to see us. Above them still,
and on the Gila, are the Pimos and Maricopas. The latter are a
branch from the Cu-cha-nos, separated on the occasion of an election,
when two rival chieftains separated the tribe. They are now bitter
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enemies. Both of these arc on the great emigrant routc, and bavc:
been often described by Epersonls who liave spent -some timen inl their
country. They never come down so far as this.
In thle month of Febluaury, 1 851, an emigrant family wlls mu rderedI
on this enigrant route, about eighty miles from here. I got a letter
from the man asking aid, anf(I sent a small party to MC(t himn ; they
reach(ld the place after hle was murdered. Some of his friends whc
had endeaIvorcd to detain himn at the NPinos till they Were ready, had
beene1 (downr anid buried the bodies. They foulnld all of the family,I but
a l)oy who had escaed lack an(l two giris, one a child. The deed wat.
m11ost unljustly laid to the Cui-chla-no8 They never venture so far up
the Gila.
I haNe made diligent enquiries of all the Indians I hlave secnand
can get no trace of the missing girls, or that they havec any knowledg(e of the transaction. The man had made an incautiious display
of a qutalntity of Indian goods, and was followed by somen Manricopas.
I (lon't think it is necessary to go fllrthser to look for thle mullrderers.
In Sonora, in the direction from here of Altar, tlie first Indiant you
meet \with are thle Papagos, about 600 souls, living at and around
Sonolrita, 130 miles from here. They are not troublesome, and have
i)Ceer visited us.
None of these tribes have fire arms; they use bows anlarrows and
clubs, and rely more on1 stratagem and surprise than Wrce in their
war expe(litiolnS. A small party of ve1l arnie(l Amrcicans) if alsvays
otl their guard, would not ru11 nmuch risk in passing through the
country.
,rlle Ci-cha-nos ha e thl reptation of b ing the mnost treacherous
tribne in all this region of country. There are several facts in their
history which go far to sup)p)Ort this reputation.
They were )aidl in their own coin in thGe recent massacre. At a
time when they and the Co-co-pas were p)articularly, friendly, the latter
invite(l them to their territory ; they went with so muarch confidence
they kept no look out. The fourth night their callmps were surroumn(led
by about one hundred CO-co-pas, part mOunte(l, anld eight men, thirtyth ree women and children killed, and twenty-two womenadl(l children
alde prisoners, with twenty horses stolen, and a great mayof their
household effects. Very few persons es al)ed ; the 1Ibw men killed
shows thle confidence with wllhichl they went.
I enquire(l of the COl-cha-nio3s ilor the caluse of this unprovokeda(ttack they appeared 'not to think it anything unusual. They said
tile Indians were in til habit of doing such things wvllhen tile opportunity offered. Thle temptation was too great for thie recent friends hip
of the co-co-pas. The reason they were not on their gullard, they had
confidence in our protection as we were the friends to both )arties,
an(l would niot lermit any more. war parties.
I endeavored, through Captain Thomas Mhiry, a Santa Isabel Indian, who understands them language of these Indians, and hasX some
knowledge of Spanishl,; to learn from the Ou-cha-no's their religious
belief, 'superstitions, &c. I soon found very little reliance could be
placed oni what lie said. He has been instructed by the l)adres, and
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has mingled the ideas obtained from theni and those of the Santa Isabel Indians with those of the Cli-clha-nos.
To account for the differentt languageshe states that all people
lived in a rich country to thle north, Indians and whites. The latter
being thebetter people, were the most faVored) which is the reason for
their being so imuc better off. Thle country was not big cnouth
when they increased, and they had to separate and seek other countries. All that took one trail leading out understood each other.
All thle Indlians that live from here to the coast l)assed out o(n thle samae
trail. Time has changed the intonation and dialect.
The namne of the Great Sptirit is Tro(d-col-l, who place(l all p)col)le
her e. We, all black an(d white, have the smne, God.
Another account lhe gave is, they a(lore the sun an(l moon, and believe ii anll ivisible spirit. Their go(l lives in a chasm in the rocks
between llere an(l the Chimney Peak, or San Pablo mountains. He
was a very good Cu1-cha-no who lived here, amid had a raccoon. He
disapl)ealrcd, and now the raccoon is still secen guarding the place.
Tlle d(Ieity is no longer seen ; but to show lhe is still there, they say
there is it well-worn p1)ath] in front of the chasin, and leading to a
water-hole(, on which his foot-prints are seen.
Sanltillgo) appears to have been the chief p)riest as well as the head
civil chief.
They believe that all animals were in thle beginning human beings,
but fromn eating gras were ehangel to animals, Mnd that inow, whenil
they(die, thley, are clhallged into animals.
TIeme are two ol0( wlomenl amlongY. them sai(l to be acquiainted with
the hidden virtues of' all earthly things, and who are consulted whenll
they, are sick. 1 have no inforImation as to their modle of' practice.
I hlive enldeavorled' from other soulmces to an'ive at their belief, but
the tales they tell vary,0an(l ae withal so valgle I inmust leave thle
subject for a more favorable opportunity.
Of' the government of' thle Ou-cha1-rIos I can learn but little. There
appeal's to be two classes Of chiefs ; one ap)l)ointedlby themselves, the
other b)y u1s, in, the s lame naanner as wats (lone bly the Spaniards. There
is ; chief to eachJl)an(1, an(l le acts in alnl important matters With the
An
atte affecting0 the wholC
advice of' the mmbes of' his
19band.All
tril)e is determined on by the principLl mIlen1 of the differentt balnlds.
I think the chieftaninshil) is-,hereditary, buat not followceI rigidly.
There 11Wl)ie incipall chief', and the rest equal, eacha hTavinlg) the Conltrol of' his own people.
I never could get fm'oml theml thei (difference between Salntiacro an(l
C
ll) toAthem with great (leterCavallo en Pelo; they evidently lookeC
ence. Mly impressio is thle former wvas the civil alld the latter' the
war ch ief: I deposed tlein fo'l commniencing the war, and(l (lirected( thle
nation to choose a 1)rincip)al chief'. They chose Macedon, to wholmj I
gave a writing.to that effect. He wias an excellent man, and a ,goo(l
friend to the Americans. No one has been apll)ointel in his l)lpacM.
They are now busy planting; whten] that is over, I will try again to
get at their p)olity.
Wars are commenced by a party laying in wait to attack some dcfenceless rancheria, when tbey rush upon thle occupants, kill all the
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men,

ol0( women nand

small children, making prisoners of the able-

bodied women and larger children,
Peace is made through the women who have intermarried.
They can iha'Ve more than ono wifec. There does not appear to be
any l)Narticlllalr ceremony. When thle man is tire(l of his vife,
Bends her away, and both p-arties are free. Jos.6 Maria, one the
cliefs, nhas lived in Sonora, and speaks tolerable Spanish, tol(I me
this a few (lays ago) onl thle occasion of' his marrying Ills wife's sister.
lie ost at wifeb when we were ulp) the river last 1i4l.
their dead. Their property is said to be now bad, and
Tlicy
he

who

bilrn

is burned or destroyed. The horses are killed and eaten.
Wood leaped' around the body, dressed, surrounded
the
effects, and Set fire to. No care is taken of the ashes.
The bodies of some we killed down' the river were burned l)ythiem,
and on the evening of thle fourth day the fire was still burning.
Bones wereseen in the embers,
Wlheni Macedon was killed, a mortar for pounding see(15s he had
left in my tent, was called for by several Indians, saying it was now
bad. I gave it tooneto throw into the river. A fine horse lhe had
was killed, an(l, I presume, eaten.
A
of Mface(don's, who was made prisoner and escaped, when
slhe-mnet members of her tribe, seated herself on the ground anil sang
it monotonous song.
I (lo not learn whether theyhave a feast or any, ceremonies otl thle
occasnionlof(a l)irth.
Theirhouses are of the rudestdescriptionn ; somne only a few bushes
(lralwl togethler to break the win(ld or in su11m111mIe to keel) off tile sun
The betterclas18s, fbr Winter,tire milalde of a few uprightlt )0les,fiotIhree
an(l abait five an(l half
a
feethligl set in thegroilund, onl which ahre
laid poles aul l)drush an(l then earth. The backl)art, or towards the
prevailing wind, is a slope totile ground, and sometimes on tile sides,
buit wvith asteSl)e r slope. Onl this roof they deposit their effects and
dry theirseed(1s. The enclosure is ten or twelvee fet,atccorling to the.
sizeof' thle
The favoritej)lacC for a ranchleria is inthed(leep
stand or(lust, withioit any regar(l to shade.
the back of these
t
fle
small fire in
bIuildl
Menthley were iwth
uis it, thle fied
cold weather they would select shelteredsandy
ll
S
CIrape
one
aces to lie down, and two or three ollect
ntrollnl
s8iull 1 fi e. WVihen they retired thley stri))e(l anud covered
with their
clothes., withi nothing below them.
Vie(Iress of the men consists of a piece of coarse cotton, tile comwidth, a yar or a yard and a half long,Plassed between, the
legs aindthle ends drawn over cord or straparound
thIevaist. This
is an
thle
all
men. To this are added any
article, worn
artices (less, male or female,of' which they can pOSsCs5themselves, shirt being tilefavorite article. YoU will see. an Indian
walking abolit camp in the gravest manner dressed inaicast-off
inif'o'mi cap), blluejacket, and shoes or stockings. Oneciiefapplea-rs
onill state
occasionss dressed in a soldier's uniform. coat an(l corporal's epauilettes. Before the hite man suppliedthem with manta
they went entirely naked.
is
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The women wear the 'inner bark of the willow, drawn into strips an
inch wi(le, and woven; into a sclvage sufficient to go about half way
around the body, One of these pieces is placed behind and another in
front, so as entirely to surround the body from above the hips, and
secured inl place under a girdle of strips of bark. The front piece is
woven I)lain, and the 'back into an angle, with a bump on each side,
making a kind of bustle. In front this dress extends to the knees, and
behind as loIw as the bottom of the calf of the leg.
When they can get the material the belles have the front of white
worsted cordl, about five-eightlis of an inch in diameter, terininating
in bits of red flannel, with a handsome worsted cord-red, white, and
blute-wound aroutid the vaist balf a dozen times. This isl their usual
dress ; but, like the men, they are glad to decoratee their persons with
our cast off clothes-all except the breeches.
The hair of the men is usually cut square across the forehead, just
above the eyes, and the sides and back long, usually in rolls as thick
as a little finger, of two twisted into one. This theyrmake useful in
crossing the river, to tie their clothes, or bows and quivers, on their
heads.
The young Iomen wear their-fiair cut across the eyebrows and long
behind; but not so long as the men's. Some of the old women wear
it cutt square all around. They have a fimshion of filling their hair
with muld, and wearing it for tlday or two tastefully gathered up into
the form of a turban, to destroy the insects, I presutne.
When dressed they paint with black, blue, and vermilion. A
favorite form is a bluei :mark around the; edges of the eyelids, and a
straight line beyond to the hair, with straight lines on the arnms and
breast.
Some are tattooed-generally the women-mostly in lines radiating
from the angles of the, mouth, with intermediate ones covering the
chin, or lines of large black specks. They are made -by cutting with
-flint, and then listingg in charcoal. A few of the men have Rmarks on,
the forehead, ancd the ears and nose :bored. Ornaments of a pearl shell
are worn by a few Ilion. Some of the youngest children wear strings
of: beas in their ears. Both sexes, indiferently, wear beads or shells
around their niecks. As a general thing they wear but little ornament. I never mllet Nvith Indians having so little taste for dress and
finery.
Their manufactures are of the simplest kind. They make headstalls;and hair ropes for their horses; nets of the fibre of the fijole,
for fishing or carrying things in; fish-hooks of hard wood, Such as
the screw mesquite.
The women make baskets of tula so tight as to be impervious to water,
and earthern vessels for cooking and household purposes generally.
The earthern vessels are made by means of a small;roll of clay about
a quarter of an rI ich 'in diameter, and by the application. of a continuous succession of' these rolls; the woman moulds them into a mass by
wetting her fingers and pressing them ,until finally a handsomely
shaped vessel is formed. This is generally slightly baked in the fire,
and sometimes ornamtented by angular figures. Those least baked
suffer the water to ooze out slowly, and we find them very useful to
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cool our drinking water. They seal up the seeds they wish to keep
for planting in such vessels, covered with a fragment, and the edges
closed with the gum, from the mesquite.
They make large baskets of small willows, woven together with the
split roots. They halve also a mortar made of arrow-wood, woven together in the same tanner, placed in a hole in the ground. In this
the mesquite beau is polunded with a cylindrical stone sixteen inches
long, four or five inches in diameter, with round ends, or a long
wooden pestle. The meal is then l)ressed'into an-earthen vessel ana
set aside to dry. In this state it keeps till the next season. The
beaux make love on a flute made of oane.
They have no catnoes. When they wish to descend the river, they
make rafts of sticks of wood, or balsas of bundles of rushes. on which
they place their`-(hsehold, effects and themselves, with pole in hand,
to keep in the channel, and trust to( the current. Sometimes they-use a
log to cross the river, or float down stream, two or three in company.
The women use large flat earthen vessels or baskets, into which they
put their bark andAl their small children, to cross. They appear as
Inuch at home " n the6, water as on the land
They have nothing to trado with. They kill but few deer. The
river banks are filled with beaver, as far as we have explored it, but
its ftur is of no uise to them.
The captains beat; delinquents with sticks. They are very affectionate towards each other. It is no uncommon sight to see two young
men walking with their arms around each other's necks or waists,
like two school girls.
They have no ball plays. They have dances with songs at night,
but whether on oa.ny special occasion I am, as yet, unable to learn.
They are, apparently, solely for amusement.
A favorite aiimusement:is a play called mo-turp or, in Spanish,
redeedo. It is played with two poles fifteen feet long ,an inch and a
half in diameter, 4nld a ring wrapped with twine four inches in diameter. One rolls tit is ring along tile ground, and both run after it, projecting their poles forwards He on whose pole the ring stops, county
one, and lie has the privilege to roll the ring. Four counts game.
They do not cotint when a pole enters the ring. Old and young
chiefs Andl thle coiiiuorni people, all take great delight in this gami11e.
They follow it 1i~r Hlours in the hlot Sun, raising clouds of' dust, the
perspiration makilngf their dusky s.kivs glossy.
Another gamIe is with short sticks orl pebbles, which one hides in
his hands, and another guesses. Thley play mont6 Lind other games
of car(ls.
Their domestic animals are horses and dogs. The only mode of
salutation I havie' seen among themn is t0 shake hands-no doubt
learned from the %A'hites.
There are sonle aituiong them who lhave lived in Sonora, or at some
mission, and speak a little Spanishl, through which language is our
only medium of communication. A very fbiv have learned to relish
drink.
were on the river, the women had the reputation
The first time w th
of being very (,h;IStc now they hlave shown themselves like other
H. Ex. Doe. 76--4
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Indians, and they will, in, consequene , suffer from' their infercou's
with degraded whitest
The Oti-cha-nos are of several shades of light or dark brown color;.
bright where the skin is not exposed~to the sun ; of the medium height,.
well formed, but slender, not muscular; active and clean limbed.
cheek-bones high, noselarge andx broad, and lips thick; hafr coarse,
long, straight, and black. Their chests are well developed, 'andfigures handsome, indicating, more.activity than strength. Their
hands small and pretty, and their feet would be, so if they did( not go
barefooted.
The women are below the medium height, ,with fine, plump figures.
At about the age of twenty, they become fleshy. Very pretty hands
and fine limbs. Their deportment modest; the gait or carriage of
both sexes very graceful. They are extremely good-nacured, afectionate, laughing and joking, playing and romping together, like a
parcel of children, without reserve or care.
:I never saw a more dignified exhibition of strong feeTing thlan waR
shown by *them on the occasion of the misfortune which befef the tribe
when Macedon was murdered.
The Yacuim Indians are too p)oSerless to giYc ts any- uneasiness.
The Co-co-pas live on Mexican soil, and too foir frorn is to ever diturb our people. They might attempt to interrupt the navigation of
the river, but as that will have to be by steamboat, they woulld soon
find, them too formidable to molest.
Theb 0n-cha-nos are entirely subdued, and are now planting close tb
us. The unprovoked massacre of so many of their l)eop)le wvas a severe
blow, and has brought thel neDarer to the post, to be more under'ouri
protection.
They will remain friendly so long as there is a sllfficient garrison
here to curb their robbing l)propensities. They will sooll learn to respect our strength, if they have not already done so, an(d in time become Iaccustomed to get from uis things tlhey nIoV consider luxuries,
but which will become necessaries. The vices of contact with whites
will cause them to dwinydle rapidly away, and another race soon occupy
their places.
They have a disposition to al)or, and have made great prel)a'rations
to supply us with vegetables, and will soon see the advantage of' being
more :provident. There are some kind s of labor the mnen consider degrading, such as gatheringr and preparing the mesquite; but they
work at clearing: the ground -n(l planting.
NBeteen them and the Co co-pas there is now a* large tract of
country neither party occu pies. T''ie samle is the case between them and
the Malricopas, on the Gila, a kind of neutral ground.
The withdrawal of the greater lpait of the troops fronm Canmp Yuma,
in the summer of. 1851, and subsequently from their next position in
thlemo stains, gave ocasioln for the com bination by Antonio Garraadmirably planned, 'and w0ell calculate(l to ovverwhelnm the whole of
souther n California. He aud Heironimo1 cane out to the river and
inducedI thle uchdanos to join the combination ; and the attack on
some sheep drovers on the Colorado, attempt to surl)rise the small
guard here, and murder of Americans at Ague Caliente, were nearly
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simultaneous. The attempt to surprise thle guard failed, and his
action in the mountains was paralyze(l by a defection in his own ranks.
The government acted promptly, and before he recovered the insurrection was crushed.
The outbreak would never have taken place had thle troops been,.as
might have been thle case maintained on the river or at least withdrawn no farther than Agule Caliente or Santa Isabel. Bjut other influences prevailed.
With a steamboat on the river to send an expedition ulp the Colorado as far as the Great cafion, and leave a strong detachment there,
or at some suitable point lower'down, for a few months, would, no
doubt, exercise a controlling influence on the Indians living near the
river. By filhliI.g lup these companies, the foree might be spared from
here for a few months in summer. It would involve little more expense, other than the transportation, as from the season only the most
tem porary kind of shelter would be required. The railroad explorations, with their escorts, will also have a beneficial influence. I
doubt, however, whether a route for a railroad can be found along the
river. Tho best route will probably be Found along the Gila and
south of it, part of thle way on Mexican territory.
The Maricopaslhave recently evinced a disposition not entirely
friendly towards the Americans, arising partly from the natural Indian character, andjpartly from the conduct of' evil disposed persons
in the emigration, and whilch1 can easily ripen into a war. A companiy sent up there for two or three months in the summer, the season
of emigratioln, would control the bad of both parties.
By a(l(ling two companies to this garrison, these detachments could
be made, and a company bef available for a temporary station at Ague
Caliente for the summer months, to keep the Cah-willas in check.
But one company would: be required at San Diego.
This would give the opp)ortutnity to detach the companies in succession, antd avoid the debilitating stay of' two or three summers in successiion in this excessively hot climate. No quarters Nwoul be requisite
only here. In a, fewv years our advancing population would render
most of these 1)osts unnecessary.
From the (lifficuty of communicating with the Indians through a
third, and sometimes a foulrtlh language, luuclh of' the inft'ormnation
aboit their manners and''iclstomis is so vague or contradictory, I have
deemed it better to vithhol~d it, aand wait tbr prolonged intercourse
and more favorable circumstances. They cannot comprehlend the object of sulch inquiries, andltleir character, like that of all ignor'ant
suspicious, they give vague or contradictory, answers.
peol;,0 being
Table D wvill give somc idea of the manner in which the troops
were emPloyed luringg the period of active operations.
It there appears thiat ill sevell months of 1852 the officers did 431
and the ment 7,412 da3ys' scouting. This is talen from the morning
reO)Ort, an(lddoes not inllclude thoseC scouts that commenced and ended
the same (lay, -or those commad(led by non-commissioned officersr.
From orninterrul)ted
viev 7 milee
our peculiar position, having an
dowvn the river to Pilot Knob and 18 up to the Chimney Peak range
of mountains, there were many ScouIts terminated the same (lay.
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Two-thirds of the camp guard went out daily to guard the herders in

charge of the animals whilst grazing ;: we had not a grain of' forage.
At night the animals were corraled close to camp and the number of
sentinels increased. There was a picket of a non-commissioned officer

and ten men daily with canteens filled and provisions in haversack
ready, at a moment's notice, to march. The post being on a hill, a
sentinel was posted on its highest point, and whenever a dust was seen
or any unusual appearance this picket marched. At night they were
distributed on the approaches to the camp.
The paper marked C will show the temperature for a part of this,
time. For the five months of' May, June, July, August, and September, the average temperature at 3 p. in. was over 1000, and as high
as 1120 in two of the months. During this period the troops were
the most actively employed.
Late in March the three small companies here, of 56 total, were reinforced by 129 raw recruits, many without shoes or blankets, and
some who before had never loaded a musket. They asked what to do
with the percussion caps. These rnen had to be put on guard and sent
on scouts. Being totally undisciplined, they evinced an i nsubordinate, mutinous disposition, and nothing but the few staunch old
soldiers who had remained true to their colors through all the temptations of the first years in California, prevented them from attempting
to desert in a body. All this was aggravated by a scarcity of provisions and no vegetables, 'many of the old soldiers suffering from scurvy.
To correct these evils drills were kept up under every disadvantage,
till now, with increased comforts and the certainty that no attempt to
desert will succeed, they have become contented and cheerful.
During the time when not engaged in Scouting, the men were kept
employedl erecting shelters of brush. When nearly completed, a fire
in a moment swept off near one-half of our shelters, most of our provisions and quartermaster's stores, leaving many men without a
blanket, or even a suit of clothes, when the cold nights were following
the debilitating summer. These shelters have been replaced by others,
with adobe walls, and brush roofs-a little more secure, but still no
better than tinder-boxes, which the careless act of one man may
destroy in a lew moments. Three times since fire has made its
appearance suspiciously, but we were fortunate to discover it before it
did any damage.
In January, 1851, I descended the Colorado in a small boat to meet
the schooner Invincible sent around to try the nouth of the river with
a small supply of provisions. From the notes I took, the sketch of
the mouth of the river by Lieutenant Derby, topographical engineers,
and the notes taken by mle on our expedition against the Indians in
September, 1852, the accompanying sketch of the river for near 250
miles has been made. It is merely a rude reconnaissance, but sufflciently accurate to give an idea of its course for that distance. No
railroad can follow its banks.
Much of the -country north and east of us we are in the habit of
calling unexplored and unknown, was traversed many years ago by
those enterprising mien, the Spanish Padres, and no doubt very
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interesting accounts of the country and Indians will still be found
among the archives of some of thle convents in the city of Mexico.
I have recently had a route explored for our express, leaving the
wagon road near Signal mountain, and going in by Gacum. The
distance on the bo.undary line is about 145 miles, and we have had
our mail in two dtays and nine hours from San Diego, showing it must
be very direct. With some labor it might be made a wagon road,
and perhaps, if the great railroad comes by this point, it would afford
a short route to the coast.
I have the honor to be, sir, very respectfully, ::youir obedient servant,
S. P. HEINTZELMAN,
Captain Second Infantry, Brevet agjor.
Major E. D. TOWNSEND,
Assi. Adj. Gen. U.S.A., Pacafic Division, San Francisco, Cal.
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Table: A. Census of Cu-cha-nos and Yum, or New River Indians.
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New River Indian.
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0

,-6

.Anaptacio.
Macedon -.
Manuel
Vicente.---.
Anton (below on Colorado)
Anton, (above,) or fiut-mutchoHum-lo-quatch-pa (above) .. ...
Anton, or Mis-ca d-nie-sabe-
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Table: B. Cuchano and Yum, or New River Indians.
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Table: C. Extract from the meteorological register of Fort Yuma, California: Observations of the thermometer.
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HEADQUARTERS, PACIFIC DIVISION,
San Francisco, October 26, 1851).
Sil: I have their honor to forward herewith a copy of Brevet Major
H. NV. Wessell's rel)ort of Indians near Klamath, Trinity, &c.,
referred to in my letter of the 15th instant.
I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
E. A. HITCHCOCK,
(loo. 2d Infantry, Br. Br. Gen. Com'g.
Lieut. Col. L. rTHOMAS,
Assistant Adjulant Genieral,
Headquarters of tihe Army, New York City, N. Ii

POST NEAR BENICIA, CALIFORNIA,
November 14, 1851.
SiRl: Agreeably to instructions from headquarters Pacific division
of 31st July last, I have the honor to report that, in obedience to
division orders Of that date, I proceeded to Sonoma, and on the 8th
of August assumed command of a detachment of thirty-six privates,
1st U. S. dragoons, destined as an escort for Redick McKee, an
agent of the Indian, department, who was desirous of visiting such
Indian tribes as inh abit the waters of Clear lake, Russian and: Eel
rivers, HIlnboldt bay, and, if the season would permit, the Indians
of Klamath and Trinity rivers. The object of' the visit was to make
treaties of peace, reservations of land, to issue provisions, clothing,
and other presents, for their temporary use; also to make provision
for their future welfare and comfort.
The agent having reported himself ready, tIhe comman(h marched
from Sotionoa on the morning of August 11, with a well-appointed
train of pack mules, three wagons, and provisions for thirty days.
The agent was also provided, from the quartermaster's department,
with a separate train of' mules, for the transportation of his private
stores and Indian. goods. Assistant Surgeon Griffin, U. S. army,
accompanied the expedition.
The command proceeded up the valley of Sonoma, and through
those of Willicos and Santa Rosa, into the valley of Russian river,
each of which is' gradually merged into the one succeeding it, affording an excellent wagon road, through a country of great beauty and
fertility, fast filling up with an enterprising and industrious class of
citizens. Russian river was crossed at Fitch's rancho, and on the
14th the command remained in camp,n on the river at the Soda spring,
about 50 miles from Sonoma, in order to meet Indian runners, who
had been previously sent forward to notify the Clear Lake tribes of
our approach. A large herd of cattle, intended for issue to the
Indians, here joined the expedition, prepared to follow it across the
mountains.
The 15th and 16th days of August were consumed in crossing the
hills which form the lower canon of Russian river, a distance of
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messing nothing of suffioient value to barter, they obtain little except
occasional p)resents from the whites, or from the rancheros who emp)loy
them.
Thte march was resumed on the 23c, and the wagons having with
groat difficulty been brought this far, were sent back to the (led)ot at
Benicia. The routehllence, for about twenty miles, lay along the

right bank of' Russian river, and its south fork ; thence across the
dividing rilge, between it and Eel river, a rough and broken country,
though letting down gradually into the valley of Be-tuln-ke, which
contailln the headwaters of the latter stream.
Our camip, formed at the lower end of the valley, was visited by
In(lians in considerable numbers, an(l two days were expended in
futile attempts to explain, and enter into a treaty of' peace and friendship Wvith ti eir several chief's. Thlcy could in nowise conmprelhend
its obligations, anid positively refused to leave their native valley.
Five tribes, numbering about 400 80uls werrepresented in council.
They seem to have had but little intercourse with whites, were
evi(lently suspicious of our intentions, and declined bringing in their
a
children,
wome an(l
Tills valley, about four miles in length, well wooded and watered,
C0o11111tmnicates with another of' greater extent, through. a difficult
canon, which it was necessary to turn, and, although the distancee is
less than twenty miles, three Idays 'vere consume(l in effecting a pasBage, the route being diflicuilt, and our guide inexl)erience(l. Thlis
second valley, called by the natives 13e-tumli-ti-ki-all, was reached on
the 30th, an(d our camp was freely visited by its inhabitants, and With
them another fruitless effort was ma(le to form a treaty. They
-ould not be made to understand the obligations of a contract, and
were very suspicious of our designs. These tribes probably number
;00 6soufls, have had little or no intercourse with the Whites, and, in
very respect, appear to advantage, whemi compared with those living
among thle settlements. Tllheir women and children, as at Be-tunm-ki,
were not seen, nor could they be induced to bring them in. Tle
men are in a state of nature,'unusual, I believe, in any of thle Iliost
3avage tribes of' our continent, scarcely an article of clothing being
Ween. The niocassin an(l breech-cloth are unknown, an(l a single
threa(l, fastenied close around the waist, is all the clothing they wear,
though, even in sunllmen', the nights are cold. They are quick and
ietive in all their movements, well armed with bows and arrows
but, though living in at country abounding with game, seem to have
Little success in hunting, or, at least, make no use of skins. Small
parties passing through" their country should do so rapidly, and be
,onstantly on the alert, for they are a thievish race, and, withl suffilient temptation, may proceed to extremities, provided success is very

aplparellt.
in crossing the range between the two valleys, a species of chestmut tree was met with, bearing burs in clusters, each containing a
AUt similar to the chinquopin of' the middle States.
Not being able to effect an arrangement with these Indians, thre
narch was resumed Sep)tember 1st: and leaving the valley, entered
ipon the coast range, the route hence being a continued succession of
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To thiis point, which should be reached:in fifteen marches,) the distance from Sonoma was computed at 240 miles,, and little inconvenience will be experienced in crossing over, except from the altitude
and steepness of the mnountaini, The climate throughout is-cool and
agreeable, graIss and water abundant, and of excellent quality, and
annoyanCe fromlo insects almost unknown. Though well stocked with
almost every variety of game, the natives seem to depend entirely
upon acorns, grasshoppers, roots, and grass seeds for their sustenance
except thosc "near the coast, wNho subsist chiefly upon fishi and clams.
The march was resumed on the 15th via the town of Hiumboldt, a
small settlement on at tongue of land near the lower extremity of the
bay, an(l opposite its entrance-; thence skirting the bay across Elk
river, :whicll at low tide is fordable near its mouth to Bucksport, and
from that place to Uniontown, over a difficult trail across mountain
spurs and an extensive marsh, interrupted by tide Waters from the
bay, the distance from Humboldt being about twenty miles. Arrived
at Uniontowrn, the march was again cielayed to enable thle agent to
transl)ort his goods from Port Trinidad, some eighteen miles up the
coast, aind the point to which they had been shipped. The animals
were turned out to graze, but though grass was plenty, they were so
harased and worried by mosquitoes, as to fall off both in flesh and

spirit dulring our stay here.

On the 23d the march was again resumed, in a northerly direction,
crossing a succession of mountains, separating from eachf other lMad
river, Redwood, Pine creek, andl the Klamath, and halted at Bloody
camp, an elevated position, two miles from the junction of Triljity
and Klamathl, and the nearest point to that place affording grass.
It was here discovered that a consi(lerable quantity of Indian goods
were yet to be transported from :Port Trinidad, and accordingly a
train of inul-s was despatched onl the 28th, and, to communicate :more
readily with the Indians, moved camp on the following day to the
mouth of Trinity, leaving the horses and pack trains with a guard on
the mountain.
The junction of these two rivers is at the bottonl of tan immense
chasm, almost inaccessible in its approach from every directiolnand
but fior the persevering search after gold deposits, would scarcely have
been trfodden by the foot of white man. it occupies a central and
commanding l)OsitiOn Nwith regard to numerous tribes on both rivers
above, an(l on, thle Klamath itself' below the junction. As a military
l)olnt, it would exercise a controlling influence over :the tribes above
named, as well as the hostile bands infesting the waters of Redwood.
Unfortunately, however, it possesses no resources for the establishment otf a perinanent post, the character of the ground being unsuitable for gar(leni ng, or even building purposes.: The expense of sup,-'Aying a garrison would be enormous, and it may be doubted if there
I's sufficient interest in thtat quarter at present to justify such an expenditulre. In view of quieting all difficulties and animosities between
these Indlians and such miners and markers as occasionally pa)tss through
their grounds, I would Irespectfully suggest that a small force, well
mounted on Tniules, forming a Movable camp, be sent through that
country, when the season will permit, authorized to issue a limited
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quantity of provisions and suitable presents, halting at central points
long, enough to familiarize those savages to the presence of troops,
who, by their pIeacefiul conduct, will in pire confidence as friends, and
show, by their arms and discipline, that they are able not only to
protect themselves, but to resent all injuries and impositions. A
temporary depot, established at Bucksport ov Uniontown, could supply
the camp by means of a pack train. The former town. is on the eastern hore of tile bay, andatall times accessible by water; whilst the
latter is situate(l at its northern extremity, a day's march nearer the
Klamath, but inaccessible for anything but small launches, I would
also venture to recommend the same course with respect to those Indians living on the upper waters of' Eel river, in order to accustom
them to the presence of soldiers,: to teach them' tile obligations of a
bargain or contract, and, if possible, remove their fears and suspicions,
Thle Klamath Iand Trinity Indians, with few exceptions, came freely
into camp, bringing their women and children, afnd exhibiting an
appearance of' open, cheerful frankness entirely different from that of
any tribes heretofore met with. They are generally of a light copper
color, straight and well formed, and apparently of active habits,
Each warrior has a bow and arrows, armed with flint or iron heads
besides a long dagger, or kind of "couteau de chasse," of foreign
manufacture, lvhich it seems they have obtained from occasional intercourse with more northern tribes. Mantles of dressed deer-skins
are worn by both sf:exes, and, in some instances, ornaments of fealthers
on the head.' Their dwellings are simple in construction, but far superior to those of any tribes in the upper part of California. An
excavation: some: ten or twelve feet square being made in the ground,
a house of boards l)laced uprighlt along its sides is formed, with sloping
roofs, and entirely closed, except a circular opening in front, which
permits ingress anI1d egress to the occupants. A pavement of smooth
stones is always laid before each dwelling. The bodies of deceased
friends and relatives 'are enclosed in a rude box of boards and deposited in ithe ground, in the imniediate vicinity of their houses, the
grave being ornamented with rows of baskets securely fastened, and
frequentlyfenclosed by a rectangular paling, the Vupper end of each
picket bein' g decorated with the feathers of birds. Ornaments formerIly worn by the deceased are also suspended within the enclosure.
Their fishing planss exhibit considerable$skill and great perseverance,
being formed of timbers laid horizontally, securely fastened together,
and strengthened hy uprights the whole extending' across thle river,
and necessarily possessing great solidity, in order to resist so rapid a
torrent as tile Kilanath. Salmon are taken in large quantities, and
in some Xseasons :constitute their chief article of food. These fishing
dams, however, prove a constant source of trouble and complaint, the
upper tribes being often dissatisfied, because the'salmon are obstructed
in their passage by t'he dams below them. Their females are virtuolls
and, as far as wve could observe, during our stay among them, behaved
with prol)riety; i n fact, the whole l)eopIle manifested mnuluclhs atisfaction
in their intercourse with the command, it being the first detachment
of soldiers they had ever seen. The (dress of the women is uniformly
the same, consisting of a l)etticoat of dressed deer-skin, fastened

INDIAN AFFAIRS ON THE PACIFIC.

65

around the waist, and reaching nearly to the knee, with a thick fr.ige
of the same material extending to the calf of the leg, the upper edge
falling over, and embroidered with threads of grass differently colored.
To complete the costume, an apron is worn, formed of strands of
braided grass, and ornamented with horizontal rows of small shells.
A small saucer-shaped basket of woven grass is worn on the head,
and all are tattooed with three lines of deep blue,from the corners of
the mouth and centre of the under lip, reaching below the chin- these
lines being narrow in childhood, and widened as-- they advance in
years. Our means of communicating with these tribes were so imperfect that it was impossible to gain an accurate knowledge of their
customs, ceremonies, &c., or their notions as to their own origin or a
future state. I was also unable to ascertain their numbers, and it is
extremely doubtful if any reliable information on that point can at
present be obtained.
After much delay, arising from misunderstandings and jealousies
between different tribes, a treaty of peace and friendship was formally
signed on the 8th by such chiefs as were willing to do so, and a reservation marked out, embracing the point where the two rivers join and
extending along tile crests of the mountains for some miles above
and below on each of them. It is impossible, at this time, to find
any one sufficiently familiar with their language to explain abstract
ideas, or to teach them, according to our notions, the obligations of a
bargain or contract; an(l it is hardly probable that they had a very clear
conception of the character of the instrument to which their marks
are affixed, though I believe them to be sincere in their promise to
remain good friends in future. Mr. Durkee, an enterprising adventurer from New England, has resided on these rivers* for several
months, and by good management has acquired considerable influence
among the tribes near the junction; he has also some knowledge of
their language, and in due time may qualify himself so as::; to render
valuable service as an interpreter. There is also a chief called Momcas at the head of a tribe on Klamath river, some miles below the
Trinity, whose fearless and determined character renders him feared
and respected by the bands around, which controlling influence, with
his general friendly deportment towards the whites, may prove valuable in future :intercourse with that people. The distance from this
point toUnionto~wn was estimated at 45 miles.
On the 9th of October the command crossed; the Klamath, by means
of a good ferry,Iestablished below the junction, and continued on ui
its right bank almost (tic north. On the 11th encamped nearly opposite the mnouth of Salmon, a considerable stream coming in from the
east. Tlis route is both difficult and dangerous ; several hoorses and
mllles were precipitated from the side of a mountain several hundred
feet below, and some of them crushed to death by the fall. At this
point a treaty was fomially signed by chiefs representing several
tribes in that vicinity, similar in appearance to those below, but difforing somewhat in language, which rendered communication with
them still more difficult and imperfect. These Indians were admitted
into the former treaty, by an addendum, and entitled to all the privileges therein conferred.
Ex. Doe. 7T -
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The Klamath river throughout all its course is a rapid torrent
sweeping, the bases of an almost endless succession of l)recipitous
mountains, which rarely recedefrom it a sufficient distance to allow e
pathway between them and its margin; hence the tail Must either
pass over their summits or wind along their nearly l)erpendicular
sides. The same description will also apply to its tri'butaies on
either side. All the bars are more or less rich in gold, but the great
expense attendin g the transportation of supplies Will for a long time
render them of little value to the miner.
The march was resumed on the 12th of October, continuing along
the river, and the trail is so difficult that it was necessary, every day,
to send ir? advance a strong pioneer party to render it passable for
the horses, which were now found to be entirely ;useless in a country
of such rugged character, and affording so little nourishment. :They
also suffered much, and caused a considerable delay in crossing a
succession of low rocky points, whilst the pack mules moved over them
without much difficulty or detention.
On the 19th we encamped two miles below the mouth of Scott's
river, and ninety-five above Trinity, having, thebday previou-s, crossed to
the left bank of the Klamath, the latter stream being nowhere fordable
below the mouth of Scott's river, though readily l)assecit by means of
canoes. A few Indians were seen along the river, peaceable in disposition, but an inferior race to the tribes lower down. Small parties of
miners were also quietly at work on thc different bars, and there
seemed to be no signs of hostility on either side. At Scott's bar, four
miles above the mouth of that river, a considerable mining towni has
sprung up, and the efforts of its inhabitants have been attended with
great succepo, though its population has been recently much diminished
by the excitement consequent to the discovery of quartz veins in various
parts of that country.
After passing the bar, the route continues up Scott's river two or
three miles, and thence over a mountainous bend, into a valley of the
same name, its lower extremity being about 15 miles from the KIamath. We encamped here on the 20th.
The agent, desiring to return to San Francisco, by way of Port,
Trinidad, a verbal arrangement was made between us before leaving
the mouth of Trinity river, to separate at tilis point, as the services of
an escort were no longer necessary in conferring with the Indians living
around the settlements. I accordingly miiairche(l on the 24th, having
halted three days, in order to procure a supply of provisions and give
rest to the animals.
This beautiful valley, some 30 miles in length, extends along either
bank of the river, and from the productive character of its soil and its
proximity to a large mining region is fast attracting attention and
rapidly filling upd with actual settlers. It was a matter of regret that
no suitable means were at hand to ascertain its elevation above the
sea, which must be very great, to judge from the constant rapid fall
of Scott's and Klamnath rivers, during their whole extent. Even at
that season, water froze in ordinary camp vessels every night during
our stay there.
On the 26th the command crossed the dividing ridge between Scott's
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and Trinity rivers, a rugged chain of great altitude and difficult4of
passage, from the rocky character of its si-rfacG, and being often
blocked up with ,snow, even during the early rains of winter.
The trail hence continues down the Trrinity river, which winds
through a narrow valley, and is fordable at almost any point during
the dry season, though in winter a deep and rapid torrent, impassable
for pack trains, as are also several creeks coming in from the west.
This valley affords excellent grazing. Such Indians who live in the
mountains enclosing it are represented as hostileoand thievish in
character, and traders tuse much caution in passing through it. None
were seen by our party, and we had no means of determining their
numbers or condition.
On the 29th the high dividing ridge between this and; Sacramento
river was crossed at French Gulch,: on Dry creek, a tributary of the
latter, and next day encampled at Shasta city, better known as Reading's springs, distant 100 miles from the foot of Scott's valley, and the
highest point in that direction accessible for loaded wagons.
The route hence was along the usual road down the Sacramento
valley, and on tthe right bank of the river, the command arriving at
Benicia, 196 miles from the Springs, on the 9th of' November.
The w1hole circuit marched over from Sonoma, the point of departure, to the depot at Benicia may be estimated at about 720 miles.
At this season no grazing was found from the summit of Trinity
mountains to the end of the march, which rendered it necessary to
purchase forage :daily during that period, increasing materially the
aggregate cost of the expedition.
From my intercourse with the natives inhabiting the country adjacent to our line of march, and from as careful observation of their
dispositions and habits as circumstances would permit, I have no hesitation in saying that, although thievish and suspicious in their natures,
they are more docile, anid more readily controlled by judicious
management, than any tribes I have ever met with. Mutual injuries
have been sustained by this people and the miners, traders, &c.,
passing through their domain, frequently resulting in death and
creating a feeling of' inveterate hostility among certain whites, which,
in all probability, will lead to further outrages. It is to allay this
feeling that I would respectfully su ggeest the movement of small parties of soldiers among those tribes where this mutual desire for revenge
is known to exist, particularly along Redwood, Trinity, and Klamath
rivers.
With the tribes who agreed to treaties of peace and friendship stipulations were made to furnish them with supplies of food for a limited
period, mainly consisting of fresh beef and flour; and I deem it my
duty to call attention to the loose manner in which those supplies are
furnished, and most urgently to recommend that a commissary or
other suitable officer of the army be alone charged with that duty.
There seems to be no check, no strict accountability, nothing, in fact,
to secure the government from iuljury by misimnan'agement and fraud.
The contractor or individual furnishing the beet' has only to report
that so many pounds have been issued, and the quantity stated may
at once be charged to the tribe, Without further investigation, thus
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leaving it entirely to the integrity of the agent and contractor. These
men may possess unscrupulous principles, or, if honest in ordinary
business' transactions, may be tempted by the ease and facility with
which, the treasury can be defrauded.

Having no officer with me, or other suitable person, I am unable to
accompany this report with a topographical sketch of the route, but
respectfully refer to Mr. George Gibbs, of New York city, a gentleman of high standing and scientific attainments who accompanied
the agent in the capacity of interpreter. Mr. GAibbs, with indefatigable industry and perseverance, made himself thoroughly acquainted
with the country through which he passed, and took accurate sketches
of it as far as Scott's valley. These data he will furnish Lieutenant
Williamson, topographical engineers, who will be able to construct
from them a valuable map of a country now imperfectly known.
With much respect, your obedient servant,
H. W. WESSELLS,
Captain 2d Infantry, Brevet Major,
commanding escort for Indian Agent.
Brevet Lieutenant Colonel J. HOOKER,
A8sstant Adjutant General Paci-ic Division.
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II,

Indian a/fairs in California.
Brevet Brigadier General E. A. Hitchcock to War Department,
February 12, 1853, enclosing copies ofLetter of Brevet Colonel G. Wright to assistant adjutant general
Pacific department, January 25, 1853.
Letter of Brevet Colonel G. Wright to Lieutenant E. Russell,
January 23, 1853.
Letter of Lieutenant E. Russell to assistant adjutant general Pacific department, January 25, 1853.
Brevet Brigadier General E. A, Hitclhcock to the War Department,
March 14, 1853, enclosing copies ofLetter of Brevet Colonel G. Wright to assistant adjutant general
Pacific department, February 11, 1853.
Letter of Lieutenant Colonel B. L. E. Bonneville to same, February 23, 1853.
fLetter of assistant adjutant general Pacific department to Brevet
Colonel G. Wright, March 1, 1853.
Brevet Brigadier General E. A. Hitchcock to headquarters of the
army, March 31, 1853.
Secretary of War to Brevet Brigadier General E. A. Hitchcock,
April 13, 1853.
Brevet Brigadier General E. A. Hitclhcock to headquarters of the
army, August 15, 1853.
Same to same, September 15, 1853.
Same to same, September 30, 1853, enclosing Dextract from "San
Francisco Placer and Times," September 30, 1853.
Brevet Brigadier General E. A. Hitchcock to headquarters of the
army, Febriary 1, 1854.
Same to War Department, February 11, 1854, enclosing copy of
letter of Lieutenant A. V. Kautz to assistant adjutant general Pacific department, February 3, 1854.
General 'Wool to the War Department, December 14, 1854, enclosing copies ofLetter of Captain E. D. Keyes to assistant adjutant general Pacific department, December 12, 1854.
Letter of General Wool to T. J. Henley, superintendent Indian
affairs, December 14, 1854.
Assistant adjutant general Pacific department to commanding officor Fort Tejon, July 28, 1855.
Secretary of War to Secretary of Interior, September 29, 1855.
General Wool to headquarters of the army, August 14, 1855, enclosing copies ofLetter of General Wool to T. J. Henley, superintendent Indian
affairs, August 10, 1855.
Letter of assistant adjutant general Pacific department,to Brevet
Lieutenant Colonel R. C. Buchanan, August 10, 1855.
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General Wool to the War Department, September 18, 1855, cnclosing copies ofLetter of T. J. Henley,;superintendent Indian affairs, to General
Wool, August 14, 1855.
Letter of General Wool to T. J. Henley, superintendent Indian
affairs, 4Soptember 18, 1855.
Secretary offWar to Secretary of the Interior, October 30, 1855.
Secretary of the Interior to Secretary of War, November 5, 1855
enclosing copies ofInstructions from Commissioner of Indian Affairs to Superintendent T. J. Henley, May 17, 1855.
Letter of same to Secretary of the Interior, November 1, 1855.
The Adjutant General to General Woo], December:5, 1855.
Secretary of War to Secretary of the Interior, February 4, 1856.
Assistant adjutant general Pacific department to War Department,
January 2, 1856, enclosing copies ofLetter of Captain J. W. T. Gardner to assistant adjutant general
Pacific department, July 17, 1855.
Letter of assistant adjutant general Pacific department to Capt.
J. W. T. Gardner, July 28, 1855.
Letter of General Wool to T. J. Henley, superintendent Indian
affairs, August 10, 1855.
Letter of Captain H. M. Judah. to assistant adjutant general Pacific department, November 2, 1855.
General Wool to Governor Johnson, January 21, 1856.
Secretary of War to Secretary of the Interior, March 6, 1856, enclosing copies ofLetter of General Wool to T. J. Henley, superintendent Indian
affairs, January 26 1856
Letter of Captain H. ik. Judalh to assistant adjutant general Pacific department, November 2, 1855.
Letter of T. J. Henley, superintendent Indian affairs, to Captain
H. M. Judah, December 29, 1855.
Letter of Captain H. M. Judah to assistant adjutant general Pacific department, January 21, 1856.
Letter of T. J. Henley, superintendent Indian affairs, to General
Wool, January 25, 1856.
Assistant adjutant general Pacific department to Brevet Major F.
0. Hise, March 30, 1856.
Secretary of War to Secretary of the Interior, April 1, 1856.
General Wool to headquarters of the army, February 19, 1856, enclosing copies ofLetter of General Wool to T. J. Henle1y, superintendent Indian
affairs, February 13, 1856.
Letter of Brevet Colonel G. Nauman to assistant adjutant general
Pacific department, Janitary 28, 1856.
Letter of Captain H. S. Burton to same, January 27, 1856.
Certificate of S. Argiiello, January 2, 1856.
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General Wool to headquarters of the army, May 1856, enclosing
copies ofLetter of Lieutenant Colonel B. S. Beall to assistant adjutant
general Paciflc department, May 3, 1866.
Letter of Lieutenant J. Stewart to assistant adjutant general Pacific department, May 1, 1856.
Letter of W. C. Kibbe, (quartermaster, &c., to General Wool,
May 14, 1866.
Letter of assistant adjutant general Pacific department to Wm.
C. Kibbe, quartermaster, &c., May 15, 1856.
Letter of Lieutenant Wm. A. Winder to Captain H. S. Burton,
April 29, 1866.
Secretary of War to Secretary of the Interior, October 18, 1866.
General Wool to the War Department, July 3,1856, enclosing
copies ofLetter of Captain H. S. Burton to assistant adjutant general Pacific department, June 15, 18656.
Proceedings of meeting at San Bernardino, May 20, 1856.
Treaty of peace with Diiguino Indians, January 7, 1852.
Letter of assistant adjutant general Pacific department to Captain
HI. S. Burton, June 26, 1856.
Letter of same to T. J. Henley, superintendent Indian affairs,
June 27, 1856.
Letter of Governor Johnson to General Wool, June 17, 1856.
Letter of General Wool to Governor Johnson, June 20, 1856.
General Wool to the War Department, September 3, 1856, enclosing copy of' letter of Lieutenant LI. R. Livingston to assistant adjutant general Pacific department, August 17, 1866.
General Wool to headquarters of the army, November 3, 1856, enclosing copies ofLetter of Lieutenant J. Edwards, jr., to assistant adjutant general Pacific department, August 24, 1856.
Letter of Lieutenant Colonel B. S. l3eall to same, September 29,
1856.
Letter of Lieutenant L. Soeser to same, October 28, 1866.
Letter of assistant adjutant general Pacific department to T. J.
Henley, superintendent Indian affairs, August 5, 1855.
Letter of Hon. J. B. Weller to General Wool, October 4, 1856.
Letter of General Wool to Hon. J. B. Weller, October 5, 1856.
Secretary of the Interior to the Secretary of War, November 5, 1856.
Secretary of War to the Secretary of the Interior, November 19, 1866.
Adjutant General to General Wool, December 4, 1856.
1
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HEADQUARTERS PACIFIC DIVISION,

San Francisco, February 12, 1853.
SIR : Herewith I have the honor to enclose 1, Brevet Colonel
Wright's report, with accompanying papers, A and B, of the apprehension of two Indians accused of' the murder of a white Man, I
send the documents entire as they illustrate to what extent Mischief,
in indiscriminate massacres of Indians, may be prevented by the
prompt and efficient action of our troops, distributed as they now are,
*
*
*
*
among the several ill disposed tribes. *
I am, sir, very reslpectfully, your obedient servant,
E. A. HITCHCOCK,
Col. 2d Infanltry, B. B. Gen., com'g P. D.
Colonel S. COOPER,

Adj'0utant Genralc, U. S. A., City of Waskington, D.

C.

HEADQUARTERS NORTHERN DISTRICT CALIFORNIA,
Fort Beading, January 25, 1853.
SIR: On the evening of the 22d of the present month, a rumor
reached me that a citizen, belonging to a party living about ten miles
above this place, had been murdered by Indians a felw days previous.
This report came from Shasta, and it was intimated to me that a party
was organizing in that place for the purpose of attacking the Indians
residing north of us, on branches of Cow creek. Although I had no
reliable information, and, in fact, it rather looked to me as if the
affair had been studiously concealed, yet I was determined to take
prompt measures and, if possible, supersede the indiscriminate murder
which I was apprehensive would be the result of an onslaught by the
white people.
Accordingly, on the morning of the 23d instant, I dispatched
Lieutenant Russell, of the 4th infantry, with a small command, to
apprehend the murderers, or in case of:failure in effecting that object,
he was instructed to seize and bring to this post the chiefs and head
men of the tribe.
Lieutenant Russell succeeded in arresting two Indians, whom I
have no doubt committed the murder, in conjunction wit.i another,
who escaped to the Pitt river country. These Indians are now in
irons at this-post, and I shall deliver them to the civil authority for
trial. These men do not belong to the tribe near us but they are
from the Pitt river.
I enclose herewith a copy of my letter of instructions to Lieutenant
Russell; also his report of the execution of' his orders.
Very respectfully, your most obedient servant,

G. WRIGHT,

Brevet Colonel U. S. Army, commanding.

Major E. D. TOWNSEND)
Ass't A4dj't General, Ileadq'rs Pacaic Division, California.
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HEADQUARTERS NORTiERN DISTRICT OF CALIFORNIA,
Fort Reading, Caltfornia, January 23, 1853.
Stit: A ruinor has just reached me that a citizen has been murdered
by Indians about ton miles above this place. You will therefore proceed to that point with a non-commissioned officer and ton men, and
take the most active and energetic measures to apprehend the murderers.
In the event of yourl not being able to secure the guilty, seize upon
the chiefs or headmen of the tribe and bring them to this post.
Should you find it necessary you are authorized to employ an interpreter and guide.
Very respectfully, your most obedient servant,
G. WRIGHT,
Bvt. Col. U. S. Army, forng.
First Lielut. E. RUSSELL, 4th infantry, present.

FORT READING, CALIFORNIA,

January 25, 1853.
SiRt: I have the honor to report for the information of the colonel
commanding the northern district (of California) that pursuant to
instructions received on the 23d instant I proceeded immediately with
a party of twelve men to the camp of a party of hunters about ten
miles above this J)ost, where one of the party was reported to have
been murdered by Indians on the 13th instant. The camp had been
abandoned and no person was found in its vicinity. A grave without
a corpse and some clothes covered with blood were folund adjacent to
the camp, which confi'ined my belief in the truth of the report we
had heard. I then went to the nearest ranch,0(according to the best
information I have of the country,) about four miles above, where I
arrived at dark, lbut could obtain there no information desired, except
that the occupants (a party of Frenchmen) were of the impression
that a man had been murdered, and that the rancheria- of the chief
Nunmptorama was in the same valley as their ranch, about four miles
above. I proceeded thence in the direction of Numptorama's ranch.
eria, with the design of surprising it and arresting the chief and headmen. En route, however, I met with a Mr. Woodman, (at his ranch,)
who very kindly offered hi's services (which I needed much) as a guide,
and to whom I am indebted for every assistance he could give me and
for every kindness to my party. As Mr. Woodman was of opinion
that I could get an interview with the chief without surrounding the
rancheria, I left my party and went with Mr. Woodman to the rancheria where I found the chief, and succeeded in making him understand
that a white man had been murdered by Indians, and that I relied
upon him to do the best he could in the case for the white people, and
for his own. He had heard of the murder and seemed to be of the
opinion. the murderers were somewhere south of him. He impressed
me with a great deal of confidence in him; he is a man of intelligence
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creek from tile north, and did not see a man residing upon any of
them who did not expaess great anxiety that the Indians in his vicinity should not be attacked promiscuously on account of this barbarous
murder. They do not believe that any of Numptorama's bands were
engaged in it.
I am, sir, very respectfully, your most obedient servant,
EDWARD RUSSELii,
1st Lieut. 4th Infantry.
felt.
FERDINAND PAINE,
LFicut.
2nd Infantr y, Acting Assis't Adj't Oen~'l, Fort B~eading, Cal'a.
FIRDINAND PAINE,:
Lieut. 2nd Inf'ry, Acting Post Adj't.
FERDINAND
PAINE

HE ADQUARTERS PACIFIC DivISION,
San Francisco, March 14, 1853.
SIR: I enclose herewith a letter from Brevet Colonel G. Wright,
dated February 11, and an extract from Lieutenant Colonel Bonneville's letter of February 23, in relation to settlements upon Indian
lands in California and Oregon; also a copy of my reply to the former,
which I respectfully submit for such instructions upon the subject as
may seem proper.
I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
E. A. HITCHCOCK, Cot. 2d Infantry,
Brevet Brig. Gen. Commanding.
Colonel S. A. COOPER,'
Adjt. General U. S. Army, City of Washington, D. C'.

HEADQUARitERS NORTHERN DISTRICT OF CALIFORNIA,
Fort Reading, February 11, 1853.
SIR: I desire to obtain certain information from the headquarters of
the division in relation to settlers on the public lands in California
not surveyed; I speak of lands not surveyed by the general government, and not covered by any grant either before or after the acquisition of the country by the United States.
Is there any law authorizing persons to settle on such lands? or are
they not now considered as Indian reservations, and subject to the
laws in relation thereto?
Has the general government transferred to the State of California
the right to authorize settlements on such lands and to guarantee possession to the occcupant?
The country on Cow creek, and between it and the Sacramento,
north, has, I believe, never been granted to any person, and I am
under the impression that it is to be considered as "Indian country,"
and if so, the 10th, 11th, 12th, and 13th of section 3d, of act of 3d
MIarch, 1847, are applicable. This country being within the limits
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of the State, I suppose that a concurrent jurisdiction would be exercised in certain cases.
I am far from wishing to throw any obstacles in the way of persons
desirous of locating on lands in good faith, and for the purposes of
cultivation and improvement; but the prohibitions contained in laws
above referred to must be enforced if it is "Indian country."
Very respectfully, your most obedient servant,
G. WRIGHT,
Brevet Col. U. S. A., Commanding.
Major E. D. TOWYNASEND, A. A. C7.,
Headquarters Pacific Division, San -Francisco, California.

HEADQUARTERS, COLUMbIA BARRACKS,
Oregon Territory, February 23, 1853.
MAJOR: Looking over the papers I observed the bill of Mr. Lane,
which I cut out to enclose to you. This, I believe, is looking to an
important question, both on the score of humanity to theiIndian as
well as in a military point of view. The question is this: Can the
citizen lawfully locate' is claim for settlement anywhere he pleases in
the Territory, spreading alike over that claimed by all Indian tribes
or are there any limits assigned for the settlements of the whites?
The Nez Perces, Walla-Walla, and Cayuse tribes are located near
Fort Walla-Walla, about 250 miles east of this post. These tribes
are represented to be numerous find very prosperous, owning im-mense
droves of horses andimany cattle. The two first have always been
very friendly, and rapidly adopting the habits of the whites. Their
climate is most inviting, their soil exceedingly fbrtile. These are
great attractions for our people, who are already looking that way,
and contemplate forming settlements in that vicinity this summer
that towards fall immigration there will be greatly increased. Whatever policy the government intends to pursue Ion this subject, I believe
the sooner it is decided uponi the better it will be for all parties. These
people are not to be crowded from their present locations without exciting a good deal of angry feeling on their part., Their village grounds
are generally well selected for health, soil, range, &c., &c. If settlements can lawfully be made anywhere within the imaginary limits of
the Indian possessions, may it not cover the village ground itself and
expel the Indian from his own wigwam ? This can easily be avoided,
by giving the Indian his limits with an agent residing among them
to superintend matters and things. I have not inet Dr. Dart, the
superintendent of Indian affairs for Oregon ; perhaps, intending to
resign soon, may not feel much interest with regard to it.
*

*

*

*

*

*

*

I am, major, very respCotfully, your most obedient servant,
B. L. E. BONNEVILLE,

*

Lieutenant Colonel 4th infantry.
Major E. D. TOWNSEND,
A. A. Gen., Headq'rs Pacific Div., San Francisco, Cal.
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HEADQUARTERS, PACIFIC DIVISION,
San Francisco, March 14, 1853.
E. D. TOWNSEND,
Assistant Adjuttant General.

Congressional.
"In Senate, December 29, Mr. Weller presented several petitions
from merchants and others in California, praying a restoration of the
law allowing the receipt of ingots and bars in the payment of sureties
at custom-houses.
"Mr. Gwinn entered into a long explanation of his course upon
this subject, and uI)on the legislature, out of which these complaints
of the petitioners have grown, and justified his conduct as tending
most to the benefit of California. The petitions were then referred.
"In Senate, December 30, the House bill, allowing the secretary
of Oregon to select new school lands in cases where the sixteenth section has been taken up in grants to actual settlers, was considered and
passed.
"The President, on the 4th of January, nominated to the Senate
Senator Badger for judge of the supreme court. Some think he will
be confirmed, more think not. The democrats in the Senate were to
hold a caucus in relation to the nomination.
"Mr. Lane introduced a bill giving bounty lands to officers and
soldiers of' the Cayuse war in Oregon Territory, and a bill providing
for the location of bounty lanu.s there."

HEADQUARTErRS PACIFIC DIVISION,
SanP
Franclsco, Mlarch 1, 1853.
SIR: Your two letters of February 11 have been received. The
commanding general desires me to say that the one enquiring as to
the right of settling upon lands in California neither granted nor
ceded gin any way, presents the- question in so clear a manner that it
will be referred to Washington for a decision. In the meantime the
general directs that no obstacle b0e made to the occupancy of' the country
by citizens.
There tire two points which may be borne in mind on this subject
one, that it may be claililed that California came into the Union with
the uisages of the Spanish 4and Mexican governments in regard to (or
disregard of) Indians; the other, that under existing laws it requires
an order from the President of the United States to remove, by military force, intruders Upon Indian lands.
I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
E. D. TOWNSEND,
Assistant Adjutant(General.
Brevet Colonel G. WRlIGHT
U. S. Anny, Commanding ((c., Fort Reading, Oalifornia.
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HEADQUARTERS PACFIF DIVISION,
San Francisco, Mlarch 31, 1853.
SIR: It is with extreme regret that I report the probable murder,
by Indians, of 1st Lieutenant Edmund JRussell, 41th infantry. I have
received no official report of this event, bult a statement has reached
this city through the papers that Lieutenant Russell had been sent
with a small command by Brevet Colonel Wright from Fort Reading to punish some mllrauding Indians; Othat he had captured several
whom he disarmed, and, was proceeding in pursuit of' others when his
prisoners seized an opportunity while l:0he was separated a short distance from: his men and killed him with clubs and arrows.
An Indian war may be said to exist on the upper waters of the Sacramento, extending many miles to the north and cast beyond Yreka
over 150 miles from Fort Reading. In making this report I cannot
forbear stating that I have received similar information through two
separate channels, making it probable that an inextinguishable desire
of vengeance towards the whites exists along that border, A party
of citizens under the conduct of Captain Ben Wright last fall massacred over thirty Indians out of f'orty-e(ight, who had come into Captain Wright's camp by invitation to make a " peace." Lieutenant
Williamson, topographical engineers, and Captain Miller, assistant
quartermaster, have each informed me of substantially the same, particulars, derived by them from separate individuals of Captain
Wright's party, to the effect that Captain Wright determined not to
return- to Yreka without bearing some evidence of success in his expedition against the Indians, and having failed to find them by hunting
for them he invited them into his camp by means of a squaw. Upon
this invitation forty-eight Indians came to his camp, and while there
Captain Wright directed his men to charge their rifles afresh to make
a sure fire, which was done in presence of the Indians without exciting their suspicion, and then, upon a signal indicated by Captain
Wright, they stiddenlyffired upon the Indians and succeeded in killing
about thirty-eight. The signal was the discharge of a revolver by
Captain Wright, by which he killed the two, principal Indians with
whom he had been engaged in talk. Captain Wrigh0t returned to
Yreka, which place the papers state he entered in triumph, his men
bearing on their rifles the scalps of the Indians, and was received vith
a general welcome by the citizens of the town. Captain Wright reported that he had demanded of the Indians a return of stolen property, and on their refusal to deliver it up he had thus punished
them.
I state these particulars as I have heard them from :what I suppose
to be a reliable source,: in order to explain the probabilities of an exterminating war on that frontier. The country belongs to the district to the command of which Brevet Colonel Wright has been
assigned with two companies of dragoons and two of infantry. A
third company of infantry has been ordered to th1e district from Columbia barracks; with this force everything will be done called for by
the condition of things.
To give security along the route of travel between Fort Reading and
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Yreka I have directed Colonel Wright to establish a system of dragoon escorts of which the citizens can avail themselves.
I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
E. A,. IHITCHCOCK,
Colon el 2d Infantry, Brevet Brigadier General, Com'g.
Colonel S. COOPRU,
Adjutant General U. S. Army, Gity of Washington, D. C.

WAR DEPARTMIENT,
[Washington, April 13, 1853.
SIR.. B3y an act passed at the last session of Congress, of- which I
enclose a copy, the President is authorized to make five military reservations from the public domain of not exceeding twenty-five thousand acres each, in the State of California, orin the Territories of Utah
and New Mexico, bordering on said State, with the view of removing
the Californiia Indians thereto for subsistence and protection.
These reservations will :be made subject to your approval by an
officer whom you are hereby directed to detail fbr' the purpose, in
conjunction with tile superintendent of Indian affairs in California,
who will receive the necessary instructions from the Department of
the Interior, and will report to you. You will please give such orders
as will cause the selection to be promptly made.
The reservations being for sites of military posts as well as for In(ian settlements, should be located with a view to intercommunication, and to accessibility from points of supply, as well as with regard to their adaptation to the Indians, not only in their present condition, but also when they shall apply themselves to agricultural

pursuits.

In making the reservations, it will not be necessary to locate each
within the limits exclusively of a single State 'or Territory, but it may
be composed of contiguous,; tracts lying in different Territories, the
whole constituting one body of the prescribed quantity of land.
Very resl)ectfully, your obedient servant,

JEFF'N DAVIS,

Secretary of War.

Brevet Brigadier General E. A. HITCHCOCK,
U. S. Army, Commanding Pacific Division,

Benicia, Jalifornia.

P. S.-A copy of the instructions of the Secretary of the Interior
to the superintenideint of Indian affairs is herewith enclosed.

HE1JAD)QUARTERS PACIFIC I)JVISIONI

San Francisco, August 15, 1853.
SIR: I have tile honor to report that by ulofflicial information I
ain advised of an Indian dlisturbanice of considerable extent in the
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northern part of the' State, within the district under the command of
Brevet Colonel Wright.
I have anticipated something of this kind as a natural result of the
treacherous massacre of a number of Indians last fall by a man known
as Captain Benjamin Wright, and partly in view of it sent Captain
Alden's company, 4th infantry, from Columbia barracks into that
district. Captain Alden is now out in pursuit of Indians, with a few
remaining men of his company. I had also directed Captain A. J
Smith to proceed from Fort Orford with his company of the 1st
dragoons, now very greatly reduced, into the same district, and expect daily to hear of his having reached that country to unite with
Captain Alden, who, acting under the immediate orders of Brevet
Colonel Wright, will doubtless accomplish everything to be desired.
I trust that measures have been taken to send recruits to this division
at an early day.
I am. sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
E. A. HITCHCOCK,
Col. 2d Infantry, B. B. Gen., Commaniding.
Liout. Col. L. ThOM-AS,
Ass't Adj't Gen., Headq'rs Army, New York Cit1, N. Y.

HEADQUARTERS PACIFIC DIVISION,

San Francisco, September 15, 1853.
SIR: I have the honor to report that since my communication of
the 31st ultimo on the subject of Indian hostilities on Rogue river,
on the dividing line between Calif'ornia and Oregon, there has been a
fight with the Indians by volunteers, under the conduct of Governor
Lane, in which Captain Alden of the 4th infantry participated, with
about u dozen men of his company; and I regret to say that Captain
Alden was badly wounded, gallantly leading a charge against the Indians, as subsequently reported by Major Alvord of the 4th infantry,
from whose report of August the? 29th, the battle having occurred on
the 24th of August, I am happy to learn that Captain Alden's wound
is not considered dangerous.
It is now understood and relied upon, though I am in want of offlcial reports to this effect, that the difficultiefs on Rogue river have
been brought to an end by the submission of the Indians and the surrender of their arms, under some treaty, the precise terms of which
have not transpired.
In view of the increased and constantly increasing extension of
white settlements on the trail from the Willamette to the Sacramiento river, crossing Rogue river, I (leem it important that a post be
established on or near that river, and near the trail; and for this
purpose I respectfully request that trio companies of infantry-or three
would be preferable-may be added to the troops nominally in this
division.
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I hope that I may soon hear that recruits are on the way to fill up
the companies already here.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
E. A. HITCHCOCK,
Col. 2d Infantry, B. B. Gen. C(iomrnanding.
jielt. C~ol. L. THXOMAS)
Ass't Adj't Gen., Hleadquarters of thie Army.

HEADQUARTERS PACIFIC DIVISION,
San lavrancisco, September 30, 1853.
SIR: I have the honor to forward herewith a slip from the Placer
Times and Transcript of this morning, containing a report from
General Joseph Lane of the operations against the Rogue River In(dans, to which I have nothing to add, having received no statements
more full or differing in any particular from the report.
Captain Alden reports that lie is rapidly recovering from his
wvolund, his arm being yet stiff, however, He is now at Fort Jones.
I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
E. A. HITCHCOCK,
Col. 2d Infantry, Brevet Brig. Genil Comg.
Lieut. Col. L. ThroaIAs,
Assistant Aqjutant General,
headquarters of the Army, New York city.

[F'roin the Placer Times and Transcript, San Francisco, Friday morning, Sept. 30, 1863.]

HTEADQTUARTERS CAMP ALDEN,
Pogue River, 0. L.
SIR: On the 17th of August I received information, at my residence
in Umpqua valley, that the Rogue River Indians, assisted by the
Kilamaths, Shastas, the bands living on Applegate and Grave creeks,
had united and attacked the settlements in Rogue River valley, near
Jacksonville; that a number of persons had been killed, a large
amount of stock killed or driven off, and houses and grain burned;
and that companies were being formed for the defence of the settlements, and for the purpose of a general war upon the Indians. I
promptly notified the citizens of the neighborhood, and advised with
Major Alvord, who was then present, engaged in the location of the
road from Myrtle creek to Camp Stewart, and immediately proceeded,
accompanied by Captain Armstrong, Messrs. Cluggage, Nickol, and
some ten others, to the scene of hostilities. On the 21st I arrived at
the headquarters of our forces, on Stewart creek, where I found Captain Alden of the 4th infantry, who had promptly, upon the first information being received by him at Fort Jones, on Scott's river,
repaired to Jacksonville with ten men of his command, all who were
H. Ex. Doc. 76-6
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fit for duty, and forthwith proceeded to take energetic measures for
an active and effective campaign, by appointing four commissioners
of military affairs, and mustering into service all the voltunteers for
whom arms could be procured. His force, on my arrival, consisted of
companies under Captains Goodall, Miller, Lamerick anrd Rhodes,
commanded by Colonel John Ross, the whole under the command of
Colonel Alden. These troops had been actively engaged in scouring
the country in all directions, and had stjcceded in driving the main
body of thfe Indians to their strongholds in the mountains ; pack
trains were being collected in view of an extended pursuit of the Indians, and all other p)reparations weere being made with the ultmotst

despatch.
At the request of Colonel Alden and the troops, I assumed the
command of the forces, and on the 22d, at 4 o'clock a. ill., left camp
for the mountains, having dividQd the forces into two battalions, in
order better to scoul the whole country. One battalion, composed of
Captains Miller and Larmerick's companies, under the command of
Colonel Ross, were directed to proceed up :Eval. creek, which emptied
into Rogue river from the north, and continue on,:if no traces of the
Indians were found, until the two detachments should mleCt at a l)oint
designated, but if the trail was found, to follow it, and bring the Indians to battle. At the head of the other battalion, composed of
Captains Rhodes' and Goodall's companies, commanded by Colonel
Alden, I proceeded by the way of Table Rock, in the direction of thle
point designated on Evan creek. After advancing about fifteen. miles
beyond Table Rock, I discovered the trail of the Indians, and ellcamped upon it. I took up the line of march early next morning,
and followed the trail With.great difficulty, the Indians having used
every precaution to conceal it. The country was exceedingly mountainous, and almost impassable for animals,:and as the Indian.8lhad
fired the country behind them, the falling of the burning timber and
the heat delayed our progress, while the dense smoke l)1reveli ed us
from ascertaining with certainty the face of the country. About noon
we came to the place at which they had encamled a few nights before,
by the side of a stream in a dense forest ; here they had killed a mule
and a horse they had captured in a battle some (las l)reviouls, and
used them for provision. From this point wve had more difficulty in
finding the trail, it having been very carefully concealed and the
mountains lately firedlbut after some delay we again struck it. Late
in the evening we cane to the mai fork of Evan creek, now called
Battle creek, where wve came to a spot at which the Indians had again
encamped.
Beyond this all trace of the Indians seemed to be lost, and after
searching in vain for the trail until dark, we were forced to encamp.
The valley was very narrow, and almost entirely covered with an impenetrable thicket of maple vines, leaving scarcely room for the men
to lie down oIl the bank of the creek ; the animals were closely tied to
the bushes, there being no grass or forage of any kind. The commanand
was ready to move by daylight ; a party nl foot early discovered the
trail, and after cutting out the brush for iiearly a quarter of at mile,
we succeeded in reaching it with the animals. About a illile further
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up we crossedBattle creek, and uiscended a high, steep mountain,
which forms the dividing ridge of theonumerous branches running into
Rogue river; this part of the country had not been fired. About 9
o'clock a. m. we arrived at another Indian camp, on the ridge, at a
spring, very difficult of access, on the side of a mountain. On leaving
this camp we found that the woods had been recently fired, which
induced me to believe that the Indians were not far in advance of us.
About half a mile from the spring, as I was riding slowly in front, I
heard the crack of a rifle in the direction of the enemy. Without
halting I proceeded to a point commanding the rapid descent of the
trail front the mountain, and, halting, could hear persons talking in
their camp, about fivedhundred yards distant, in a dense forest, thick
with underbrush, whi-ch entirely obstructed the view. As the troops
came up they were ordered, in a low voice, to dismount, tie their animals, and prepare for battle. Colonel Aldeni, at the head of Captain
Goodall's company, was directed to proceed on the trail, and attack the
enemy in front, while a portion of Captain Rhodes' company was
directed to follow a ridge running to the left of their trail, and turn
their flank. Colonel Alden proceeded to engage them in the most
gallanlt manner, his well-directed fire being the first inltimation of our
It being found impracticable to turn their flank, Captain
aJ;)proach.
Rh)Odes proceeded at once to engage them on their right. The men
were now deployed, taking cover behind the trees, and the fight became general. I was delayed a few minutes on the hill for the arrival
of the rear guard; these were dismohunted, and all, except fifteen men,
I immediately led into action. On arriving on the ground I Found
Colonel Alden, who had been shot down early in the fight, dancer
ously -wounded, in the arms of his faithful sergeant, and surrounded
by a few of his own men. The battle was now raging with great
fierceness ; our men coolly pouring in their fire, unshaken by the hideous yells 'and war-whoops of the Indians, or by their rapid and more
destructive fire. After examining the ground, and finding that the
enemy were securely posted behind trees and bogs, and concealed by
underbrush, and that it wvas impossible to reach them, except when
they carelessly exposed their persons in their anxiety to get a shot at
our men, I determined to charge them. I passed the order, led forward in the movement, and within thirty yards of their position, received a wound from a rifle-ball, which struck my right arm near the
shoulder joint, and passing entirely through, caine out near the point
of the shoulder. Believing at the time that the shot came from the
flank, I immediately ordered our line to be extended to prevent the
enemy from turning our flank, and the men again ordered to cover
themselves behind trees. This position was held for three or four
hours, during which time I talked frequently to the officers and men,
and found them cool, and determined on conquering the enemy. Finding myself weak from the loss of' blood, I retired to the rear to have
my wound examined and dressed. While here the Indians cried
out to our men-many of whom. understood their language-that
they wished for a talk; that they desired to fight no longer;
that they were frightened, and desired peace. Mr. Tyler was despatched, by Captain Goodall, to inform me of the desire of the In-
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dians to cease firing and make peace. Br this timo Robert Metcalfe
and James Bruce had been sent into their lines to talk, and having
informed them that I was in command, they expressed a great desire
to see me, Finding that they were much superior in numbers, being
about two hundred warriors, well armed with rifles and inu.skets, well
supplied with ammunition, and knowing that they could fight as long
as they saw fit, and then safely retreat into a country exceedingly dif,cult of access, and being desirous of examining their position, I concluded to go among them. On entering their lines, I met theI)rincipal
chief, Ive, and the subordinate chiefs, Sam and Jim, who told ine that
their hearts weresick of war, and that they would meet me at Table
Rock in seven days, where they would give up their, armas, make a
treaty, and place themselves under our protection. The preli minaries
having been arranged, the command retulrnled to the place where they
had been dismounted-the dead were buried, and the wounded cared
for. By this time, Colonel Ross, with his battalion, arrived, having
followed our trail for some distance. This gallant command were
anxious to renew the attack upon the Indians, who still remained in
their position ; but as the negotiations had proceeded so fai, I could
not consent. That night was spent within four hundred yards of the
Indians, and good faith wvas observed on both sides. At the dawn of
day I discovered that the Indians were moving, and sent to stop0 them
until a further talk had been held. Accompanied by Colonel Ross
and other officers, I went among them and became satisfied that they
would faithfully observe the agreements already made. By the advice of the surgeon, we remained that(day and night upon the battleground, and then returned to Table Rock. Too much praise cannot
be awarded to Colonel Alden-the country is greatly indebted to himn
for the rapid organization of the forces, when it earns entirely without
defence-his gallantry it sufficiently attested by his being dangerously wounded while charging at the head of his command, almost at
the enemy's lines. Captains Goodall and Rhodes, with their companief, distinguished themselves, from the beginning to the end of
the action, for their cool and determined bravery-no troops could
have done better. The command of Colonel Ross, under Captains
Miller and. Lamerick, although too late to participate in the fiction,
made afevere march through the mountains, and arrived on the ground
one day sooner than I expected tlhem; their presence was of great assistance to us.
Our loss in the battle was three killed-Captain Pleasant Arnmstong,
privates John Scarborough and Isaac Bradley; and five lbadly
wounded- Colonel Alden, myself, and pliivates Chtilrles C. Abbe, (since
dead,) Henry Fleshor, and Thomas Hnays. The Indians lost eight killed
and twenty wounded, seven of' whom we know to have since died.
Soon after my return from the mountains, Captain A. J. Smith, first
dragoons, arrived at camp withl his troop from Port Orford. His arrival was most opportune; his presence during the negotiations for a
peace was of great assistance, while his troop served to overawe the
Indians.
The governor of the Territory, upon the first information being received by him, promptly ordered out a company under Captain Nes-
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smith, and sent them as an escortfor a large quantity of arms and
ammunition which wore procured from Fort Vancouver. Captain
Nesmith arrived after thle negotiations had been commenced, but was
of great service to mle, fronl his intimate knowledge of the Indians
and their language. Lieutenant Kauitz, fourth infantry, accompanied
Captain Nesmitli, and hlaid in charge a twelve-pouind howitzer and
caisson, whiclh he brought safely into camInp, although the road is a
very difficult one, and seldom travelled by wagons.
A commission from the governor, as brigadier general, reached me
a few (lays after I had assume(l commandl at Colonel Alden's request.
A treaty of peace has been mndle with the Indians, and I have no
doubt with a proper care it can be strictly maintained. The tribe is a
very large onie, and to a ogeat extent controls theI tribes in this part of
the country-ta l)caC W4ithi them is a peace with all. This, in my
opinion, can only be perfectly secured by the presence of a considerable military force inllthis vallcl. I would therefore most earnestly
recommend the establishment of a military post in the Rogue River
valley without delay.
To Robert Metcalfe, who acted for me as a scout and guide, I am
indebted for the faithful discharge of his duty. John Crosby and
James Bruce also did good service in the same capacity.
On the expedition to thle mountains, from the 22d to the 26th, N.
G. T. Vault acted as my volunteer aid. At that time Captain C.
Lewis joined the command, and handsomely performed the duties of
assistant adjutant geIneral until the 29th, when compelled by sickness
to resign. Since that time, Captain L. F. Mosher, late of the fourth
Ohio volunteers, has performed the duties of that office.
Dr. Edward Shiel, George Dart, Richard Dugan, and L. A. Davis,
the commissioners appointed by Colonel Alden, were most active in
the, discharge of thleir duties, and kept the command supplied with
provisions, transportation and other necessaries for carrying on the
war.
Major Charles S. Drew, assistant quartermaster, with his assik4ants,
their duties with promptness and accuracy.
performed
Doctor E. H. Cleveland, surgeon general, and his assistants were
unremitting in their attention to the sick and wounded.
I have the hoilor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
JOSEPH1LANE.
HITCHCOCK;.
Brigardier General
HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMIENT OF TILE PACIFIC,

San FrqaMncisco, FeVbruary 1, 1854.
SiR: By a report from Brevet Colonel Wright, commanding Fort
Reading, of the 21st January, I am informed that Captain H. M.
Judah, 4th infantry, commanding Fort Jones, Scott's valley, started
in pursuit of Indians on thle 16th with twenty-four men of his company. It would appear that a party of citizens from Yreka undertook
to chastise tile Indians for alleged thefts of cattle, and were driven
back with the loss of four men. Thme Indians referred to are said to
be near Cottonwood, on the Klamath, about fifteen miles from Yreka.
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The Iparticiilars of this affair cannot be fuirthor knowi until a report
slhall be received from Captain Judah.
I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
E. A. HITCHCOCK,
Colonel 2cd k2fatnt'ry, B. B. Gene~ral.
Lieut. Col. L. THOMAS)
Assist. Adj. General, Iieadquacrters Alrmy, New York.

HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE PACIFIC,
San Fiancisco, Febr2uar/y ii, 1854.
SIR. I have the honor to forward herewith a copy of a report from
Lieutenant A. V. Kautz, 4th infantry, commanding at Fort Orford,
in which, under date of February 3, lie describes a massacre of In'dians near Fort Orford. The circumstances of this transaction are
like many others which I have had occasion to lay before the department, showing that whatever may be the provocation alleged against
the Indians, actual collision is usually precipitated by the whites, often
eventuating in what is called an Indian war.
I am', sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
E. A. HITCHCOCK,
Col. 2d In/antry, B. B. Gen., commanding.
Colonel S. COOPER,
Adj. Gen., U. S. Army, City qf Washington.

FORT ORFORD, 0. T.,

EebruaGry 3, 1854.

SIR: I have the honor herewith to enclose to you the post return of
this post for the month of January, 1854.
I take this opportunity to inform the commanding general that a
difficulty between the miners, in the vicinity of Coquille river, and
the Indians of that neighborhood, led to an attack on the latter by
the former, which resulted in the loss of sixteen Indians killed and
flour wounded; two of the latter and one of the former were women.
No whites were killed or wounded. The affair occurred on the morning of the 28th u1ltino at the mouth of' the Coquille river. The
miners were thirty in number, headed by Mr. Abbott, recently a
sergeant of the 1st dragoons, discharged from this post. His party
was divided into three detachments, and they attacked the three different lodges of families living there at daylight, before they were
up, and fired upon them as they endeavored to escape into the woods.
All the huts but one were burnt.
On application from the Indian agent, on the receipt of the first
information of any difficulty, I accompanied him. i accompanied him
to the Coquille river, and on our way were met with a despatch informing us of the attack and its result. From all that we could
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gather of the circumstances, there does not appearto have been sufficient
cause to justify suich a hasty attack, and tthe whole proceeding has
been strongly disapproved of by the Indian agent9 The allegedcause
was, that the chief had threatened war ; that he would not treat with
the whites; that lhe had fired a shot at the house at the ferry ; that
they had had a great Many things stolen by the Indians; horses had
been caught up) and ridden by them, and one horse had been killed in
this manner, and the rope at the ferry had been cut away. These
were the complaints against them, many of which I have reason to
doubt the truth, or at least the hostile purport of. The chief states
that lie had fired at ducks in the river, and not at the houses.
The Indian agent had been sent for, but, without awaiting his arrival,
they proceeded to the above extremity. Whether there was cause or
not, it is, apparent that there was no need of suich haste, when it is
borne in mind that there are in the vicinity of the Coquille river over
three hun-dred miners, and that the Indians in the whole country about
there cannot raise a hundred and flfty warriors, and Abbott informed
me that lie believed they could muster about sixty or seventy. But
it is not maintained that there were any others except those at the
mouth of' the river concerned in thie affair ; and they, before the fray,
could mutister about forty; this I learned from Abbott also. The Indians were not prepared for an attack, and made no resistance. They
were found to have but three good guns, and two of these belonged to
an adjoining tribe.
I make this communication in order that the commanding general
may not be misled by newspaper statements. What the result will
be, I am not prepared to say. The Indians at the council with
the Indian agent were very much intimidated, and willing to assent
to anything. I do not think that there is anything to apprehend from
them in future, but it might be necessary to increase the number of
troops at this post, in order to prevent the repetition of such an attack
by the miners.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

AUGUST V. KAUTZ.

2d Lt. 4th Infantry, commandingpost.

Major E. D. TowNSEND,
A7jt. CGen., PaCfifC Div., San Francisco, Cal.
HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT

OF TME

PACIFIC,

Belticia, December 14, 1854.
SIR: I have thle honor to forward, for the information of the honorable Secretary of War, copies of a report from: Captain E. D. Keyes,
and my letter to Colonel Henley, superintendent of Indian affairs, in
relation to a new military reserve for the Indians, 20 nliles west of
Teliaina, on the Sacramento river.
I can add nothing to the information contained in these papers.
I am, sir, very respectfuilly, your obedient servant.
JOHN E. WOOL,
Mllajor General.
Colonel S. COOPER,
Adjt. Gen., U. S. Army, Oity of Washington, D. C.

88

INDIAN AFFAIRS ON THE PACIFIC.

PnRSIDIO OF SAN FRANCISCO,

December 12, 1854.
Sin: In obedience to the orders of Major General Wool, of the 26th
of September, and of his verbal instructions conmrunicatcd to me, I
proceeded, in company with Colonel T. J. Henley, Indian agent, to the
northern Indian reservation, and iii hlis company rode over it and examined it in every part.
My verbal instructions from Major General Wool required that I
should select a site for. a military post, anud that I should give my
opinion of the reservation generally, and the facilities of subsisting a
garrison upon it.
After examination, I concluded to recommend, as the mllost propel
site for a military post, a place on Thomnas' creek, just above the fork,
and on the southerly side of the reserve. At this point there is good
land for gardens, a constant supply of running water, wood in sufficient abundance, and grazing for public animals. Thie country about
the reserve appears healthy, and the people living on Thomllas' creek,
some distance below, appeared as well as in the most salubrioUs portions of the State.
The landing place oIl the Sacramento river for supplies for this
reservation is Tehama, about thirty-five miles below Fort Reading.
The reservation is sitiated about twenty miles to thefWest of Tehamna
from Whence to the point selected for the military post, the road, in
tho dry season, is as good as any natural road in the world, and over
which ordinary teams can haul the heaviest loads without doubling
or unloading. In the wet season, I learned, the road is bad, as is the
case with all roads in the river-bottoms of California.
The reservation, as laid off by Colonel Henley, is nearly of a rectangular form, bounded at the north and northeast by Elder creek, at
the south and southwest by Thomas' creek, at the Wvest by mountains,
and at the east by a strip of worthless land. There are no inducements to tempt settlers in: the imnmediate vicinity of the reserve, nor
is there any reason for a thoroughfare through it; so that no white
man can have any business on the reserve, except such as is connected
with the Indian department.
It is not less than six miles across the reserve, north and south, and
about five miles across cast and west. The reservation, as laid off,
contains, therefore, about twenty thousand acres, or double the area
allowed for Indian reservations in California by act of Congress. The
amount of good arable land, which lies in valleys in different parts of
the reserve, I do not think will exceed three thousand acres. A greater
number of acres, however, are good for grazing, and tile larger part
of the reservation produces wild oats, bunch grass, and such seeds and
roots as the Indians gather for food. In some of the valleys the soil
is very rich.
There is not a very large amount of wood oln the reserve, thougll
trees are growing in many places, and in some stand thick. The sup1ply is sufficient for the Indians, and for a garrison for several years.
There are several springs on the reserve, whichl afford arn abundant
supply of excellent water, and there are several streams Which run a
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portion of thle Vyear ; none, however,

run all

through the driest

sea-

It appears to me that Congress oughit certainly to confirm this
rlsere
nation as set off by Colonel I-Icnley. If its limits are more restricted,
so that settlers may establish themselves in contact with the IndianIs,
the: greatest disorders will elnsC. As it is now, there is no more good
land than the Indians will require to cultivate, and the selection of
tile reserve appears to have been most judiciously mhade, and to be
perfectly adapted:to the purposes for whicil it is intended.
I am informed by Colonlel Henley that, in reference to thce rancherias he has already established, and which he contemliplates establishing, the point recolnmlendeldby mne( as the site of a military post is as
good as any that can be selected On the reserve.
I have the honor to be, sil, very respectfully, yourl most obedient

servant,

E. D. KEYES,

Captain Third Airtillery.
Major E. D. TOWNSEND,
Ass't Ildj't Genieral, De1partment of tae Paclfc,
.Befficia, (aljfornia.
Official:

E. 1). TOWNSEND,
Ass?81(Nit A(ljUtant General.

HEADQUARTERS DE)JPARTpMENT OF TIHE PACIFIC,

Benicia, J)ecenber 14, 1854.
SIr: I have just received from Captain Keyes a report of an exalmination of the proposed reserve for Indians,- twenty miles west of Tehama, and have the lhonor to inform yo u that I fully approve the site,
so far as th i
ePesident make it incumbent upon me.
I shall be glad to hear, also, that your wish to include the area OJ?
about 20,000 acres marked off by you is approved by the proper power.
It is undoubtedly of thle first importance that the Indians should be
isolated, and shut off by natural impediments from contaminating influences with white men, and this can only be done by a judicious
selection of tracts of land presenting natural barriers to the location
of settlements near the reserves.
Captain Keyes indicates, in thle following words, a site for a military
post upon the reserve, which, if agreeable to your views, may be set
apart for that purpose:
"After examlination, I concluded to recommend as the Most proper
site for a military post a place on Thomas' creek, just above the fork,
and onl thle southerly side of the reserve. :At this point there is good
land for gardens, a constant supply of running water, wood in sufflcient abundance, and grazing for public aiiimnals. "
Upon receiving from you anl intimation that this selection will agree
withyoulr plans, I will detail an officer and six men to take post immediately at that site. I will direct the quartermaster's department
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to send lumber there for the construction of a temporary shelter for
the party, and will rely upon your havin g the building erected, as
intimated to Major Townsend a few days since. I will also direct the
officer to take with him a few extra muskets and ammunition, to be
placed in the hands of men in your employ in case of emergency;
which plan I prefer to turning over the arms to you, as suggested in
your letter of tb- 6th instant.
At present I %_ive not troops available to station a larger number
on the reserve, but, presuming that the party of six suggested by you
will be sufficient for present purposes, I shall await the arrival of
other companies, expected to arrive in the course of this winter, before
erecting a permanent post there.
I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
JOHN E. WOOL,
Major General.
Hon. T. J. HENLEY,
Indian
San Francisco.
inhairs,
Superintendent
E. D. TOWNSEND,
Official:
Assistant Adjutant General.

HEADQUARTERlS DEPARTMENT OF THE PACIFIC,

Benicia, July 28, 1855.
SIR: In reply to your letter of July 17, enclosing the letter of
Mr. Ridley, sub-Indian agent, asking that a command of dragoons
may be sent to collect a band of Indians, and bring them on the reserve, the commanding. general directs me to say that he has no authority to order the troops upon such service. He supposes the residence of the Indians upon the reserve to be optional with them, and
that the government guarantees to them protection from aggression
while they do reside there. The troops are stationed upon the reserve
to carry out this guarantee, and to prevent outbreaks or disorders
which maylsuddenly occur among the Indians there collected. In
case of such outbreaks, if a band of Indians leave the reserve in a state
of excitement which might lead to bloodshed or disturbance among
the settlers, the troops may properly pursue them to prevent sucl
difficulties, and may, if possible, bring them back to the reserve. The
troops may also be employed properly in punishing Indians who have
committed acts of hostility upon the whites ; and if these Indians have
refused to avail themselves of' the advantages of living upon the reserve, after they have been offered to them, they cannot expect that
the troops will be employed to protect them against aggression from
the whites. It is well known that the Indians are easily influenced
by military authority, and it is expected that assistance will be given
by all proper means to the Indian agent in carrying out the views of
the government; but it is believed this assistance does not extend to
collecting the Indians and keeping them, against their will, on the
reserves. The duty of placing and retaining Indians on the reserves
belongs to the superintendents of Indian affairs, or their agents, who,
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it is supposed, possess the requisite qualifications to induce the Indians
to accept the proffered boon of the government.
The General desires you to make a report in detail of the number
of Indians on the, Sebastian reserve, the mode of managing and feeding them, the number of citizens employed, and the number of acres
of latndl under cultivation.
I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
E. D. TOWNSEND,

AdIjutanit Genercd.
AsOsistant
COMM~fANDING OFFICE£R,
-Fort

Tejon, Californa(t.

WAR DEPARTMENT,

iMashlinyton, September 29, 1855.
SIR: I have the honor to transmit, herewith, for your information,
a copy of a letter from Major General Wool, commanding department
of the Pacific, enclosing copies of two letters from him to Superintendent of Indian Affairs Henley and Brevet Lieutenant Colonel R. C.
Buchanan, Oil the subject of Indian affairs in Scott's valley and near
Huimboldt bay.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
JEFF'N DAVIS,
Hon. R. MCCLELLAND,

Secretary of WVar.

Secretary of the Inte-ior.

HE1ADQUARTERlS DEPARTIMENT OF TE PACIFIC,
Blenicia, August 14, 1855.
,SIR: I have the honor to forward herewith copies of two letters on
the subject of Indian affairs in Scott's valley and near Humboldt
bay, which letters will explain themselves.
It is wYorthy of remark, that very nearly all the difficulties which
occur with the Indians in this department originate with the whites,
who seem bent on carrying out their threats to exterminate them.
I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
JOHN E. WOOL,

Lieut. Col L. T1OMAS,
A.sst. Adjt. General,

]lficjor General.

Army HEeadqquarters, Newu York City.

I-IEADQUARTEES DEPART.NMENT OF TIIE PACIFIC,
Benicia, August 10, 1855.
SIR: In recent communications from the commanding officers of
Forts Jones and Lane, I am informed of an outbreak among the In-
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dians, on the Klamllath river, about eighteen miles from Yreka, in which
number of whites are reported to have bceen murdered. Captain
Judah, from Fort Jones, and Brevet Major Fitzgerald, from Fort
Lane, moved promptly with detachments of troops to the scene of
difficulty. A report from Fort Jones, Scott's valley, dated the 2
instant, states that the inhabitants of thle 'valley had assembled with
the avowed purpose of exterminating the unoffending indians, known
as the Shasta tribe, but somne of the better disposed of thle peolple, aiding the commanding officer of Fort Jones, about one hundred Indians,
of all ages and sexes, were collected at that post on the military reserve. The officers of the army in that quarter, acting under their
standing instructions, will do all in their power to suppress hostilities, bring the offenders to plunishment if they bo Indians, and protect the inoffensive savages froma destruction. Nevertleless, I must
strongly concur in the suggestion of olle of the officers comillanding
a post, that a special agent be sent there, as soon as pllacticable, to
provide for the sustenance and protection of the Indians in a suitaable
manner, which it is Dot in the power of the military authorities to
do. Those now assembled on tthe military reserve, at Fort Jones, are
subsisted for the present by issues of the army ration, but-t this is only
authorized by the emergency, and cannot be continued.
I learn from Lieutenant Colonel Buchanan, commanding at Fort
Humboldt, that the Red Cap, and other tribes in that vicinity, are at
present all quiet. There seems to have been little or no concert
.between the Indian agent, Mr. WVhipple, and the officers, Captains
and Floyd Jones, who have commanded detachments in
Judah thaat
quarter, the indisposition seeming to be on the part of the agent to
communicate with thle officers. The troops will remain in their
camp on the Klamath until the approach of the rainy season, when I
shall direct them to be withdrawn to Fort Humboldt, as it would
appear there will be no necessity for keeping them out during the
winter.
I have to request that you will take such measures as will insure
the payment of certain debts incurred in that quarter by Captains
Judah and Floyd Jones "for provisions furnished to Indian allies
and Indian prisoners." The amount contracted by the latter officer
lhe represents to be from one hundred and fifty to two hundred dollars.
You are aware that when the trouble first commenced, thle officers
commanding the detachment were obliged to employ Indian allies
and scouts to discover the hostiles in their lurking places, and to keep
the prisoners brought in, to protect theill from massacre by the whites.
It is for the subsistence of these Indicans that I understand the debts
were incurred.
I have only to add that the public interest seems to demand your
immediate attention to the foregoing subjects.
I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant.,
JOHN E. WOOL,
M~ajyor General.
1Hon. T. J. HENLEYe
Superintendent Ind'ian? Afga'is,
Sant F2anmcisco, California.
l
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E. D. TOWNSEND,

ssistalt Adjutant General,

,

HEADQUARTERS DEPARTBENT OF THE PACIFIC)
Benicia, August 10, 1855.
SIR: Your letters of thle 1st and 4tll instant have been received.
The commanding general directs me to sa, in reply, that he has not
yet received tany notice fromh the superintendent of Indiaii affairs of
the intended location of an Indian reserve on the Klamath, arid will,
consequently, take no steps to recognize it, or to establish a post there,
He approves the suggestion of' yourself and Captain Floyd Jones as
to withdr-awving the command to Folt Humboldt at the approach of
the rainy season. The general has written to Mir. Henley on tho sub,ject of providing funds for payment of the debts contracted for feeding
the Indian allies aud prisoners. In regard to the detentionn of Lieuteniant Bates at Fort Humboldt, the general desires me to say that
there is a great wvant of' officers throughout the department, owing to
the recent trlansfler of upwards of twenty captains and subalterns to
other regiments. Lieutenant Bates was ordered to report in personn
to his regimental commander; if the latter assents to his being detaine(l at Fort Hum1niboldt, the general has no objection.
I am, sil, very res)ectfully, your obedient servant,
E. 1). TOWNSE ND,
Assistant Adjutant General.
BIVt. Lt. Col. R. C. BUCHANAN.

HEkADQUARTERS DIEP1ARTMENT OF TILE PACIFIC,
Ben icia, Oal., September, 18,1855.
COLONEIL: Herewith I forward a copy of a communIication to Thomas
J. Henley, sulperintendent of Indian affairs, relating to some one
hundred and fifty Indians on the military reserve at Fort Jones. It
is reported to me that these Indians were friends to the whites, yet
tile husbands of' the squaws were killed by the white inhabitants, who,
it al)p)ears, are determined to exterminate all Indian3 in that, section
of California. The Indians, mostly women and children, are under
thle protection of thle troops commanded by Captain Judlah, When
they leave tile reserve, unless mmndled military protection, it is believed
that they- will be all destroyed. If the superintendent of Indian
affairs will notIt Yiant relief, whichlle says he has no authority to do,
whliat shall. bo done with the W011en. nd children ? Shall they be
*.t:Iibsisted ,it the eipense of' tle United States?
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Herewith I send a Copy of Colonel Henley's communications of'
August 14. See my commlunication of the 10th August, already
transmitted,
I am, sir, very res)ectfiflly, your obedienit servant,
JOHN E. WOOL,
Mq)ljor Genleral.
Colonel S. COOPERo,
Adjutant General U. S. Armi y, JMashldlgto city, D. C.

OFFICE SUPERINTENDENT INDMAN AHFAh-.S)
San1 Francisco, ValiforaiCa, August 14, 1855.
Shii~: I am, in receipt of yours of 10th instant. The sdggestion to
send a special agent to the vicinity of Fort Jones cannot be adopted.
By my instructions of the 17th of May last, I ami expressly p)rohibited
from employing special agents; or have I any allthority to provide
for the Indians in the manner r suggested. The law providles onlzy for
colonizing and subsisting Indians on three military reservations,"
and the appropriation cannot: be (diverted to any others end. The accounts of Captains Judah and Jones, for provisions furnished II Indian
allies and Indian prisoners," I have no authority to pay, but if those
gentlemen will forward their bills to me, I will send them to the
Commissioner; of Indian Affairs for his decision.
I regret that the commanding general is of opinion that: he cannot
allow the assistance of the military to convey Indians to the reservations. The Indians resl)ect the military, but know very little of' the
civil authority.
I could mention several instant es where a small escort of soldiers
would enable me to take large numbers to the reserve, and in many
instances to l)revcnt those conflicts that are of slch frequent occurrence
in mining districts. The Indians, especially those who have hostile
intentions, will not leave their old haunts without somile coercion, but
when once removed they immediately become satisfied :and contented.
I will give one instance: I have twice had the Trinity Indians collected together for removal to Nonie Lackee reserve. They are anxious
to come. A portion of the tribe is now there. Those that remain are
in a destitute and suffering condition, and there is constant danger of'
an outbreak,; such as lately occurred at Humboldt, in Yreka county.
Some of their squaws are kept by white men. They will not remain
if their'tribe leaves, and the white men will prevent the tribe front
going to keep their squaws. Our fore of' white men is necessarily
small. In the last instance, in Trinity county, there were but two
white:men. When the removaltparty was ready to move, those owning squaws came into campp with their revolvers, and drove the women
away. Then a considerable portion of the Indians refused to go, and
the removal was defeated.
It is my intention to leave here on Friday, in the steamer Columbia,
for Humboldt, Klamath, and Yreka, and should be glad to bear any
communication the general may see proper to send the officers in
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command in that region, in regard to their co-operation with me in
whatever it may be necessary to (do for the restoration of peace in
that quarter.
Respectfully, your obedient servant,

Major General J. E. WooLJ,

THOMIAS J. HENLEY,
Superintendent of Indian fatids.

c6ommandiny Pac/iic Division, Benicia, Catifornia.

Truie copy:

R. ARNOLD,

1st Liektenant 3d Artillery, A. D. C.

BiINICIA, CALIFORNIA,
September 18, 1855.
hundred
and fifty men, woImen and children, mostly
Sint: Some
women and children, whose husbands have been killed by the white
inhabitants of California, are now on the military reserve at Fort
Jones, and fed by Captain Judah. I would again call your attention,
as Superinltendent of Indian Affairs, to this subject, in order that some
provision may be made for their subsistence. Can they not be received
at the reservation of Nome Lackee, or some other reserve which yOu
may have selected? If you will receive them at the Nome Lackee
reserve, I Will direct Captain Judah to send them down accordingly.
It appears to me something ought to be done for these miserable
creatures, who, it appears, were not in the wrong, and whom the white
inhabitants arc determined to exterminate.
I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
JOHN E. WOOL,
Major General.
TiioAMAs J. HENLEY, Esq.,
Sulperintendent Indian Itairs, San Francisco, 6aU/'ornia.

WAR DEPARTMENT,
J~ashington, October 30, 1855.

SIR: I have the honor to transmit herewith, for your information
a copy of a letter from Brevet Major General Wool, commanding the
Pacific department, enclosing his correspIondence with Superintendent
of Indian affairs Henley, with regard to subsisting certain Indian
women and children on the reserve at Fort Jones, and to invite your
attention to the case presented.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
F
DAVIS,
JEF'F'N
Hon. R. McILELLAND,
Secretary of tMe Interior.

Secretaryof War.
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DEPARTMENT

OF

THE INTERIOR,

W7a.skintlon, November 5. 1855.

SIR. For your information, on the subject of your letter to this del)artment of theq30th ulti-no, I have the honor to enclose herewith a
copy of the instructions to Suiperintendent Henley from the Comnmnissioner of Indian Affairs, of the Pith, May last, and a copy of a comMIunication from the Commissioner addressed to this (tpoartrcent on the
1st instant, in reply to the reference to him of your letter above
referred to.
I am, sir, very rcspectfully, your obedient servant,
R. McCLELLAND,
Secretary.
Hlon. JEFFERSON DAVIS,
Secretary of JMai

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR,
Office Indan Affair8, May PT, 1855.
SIR: Having received several communications from you of a recent
date, enclosing reports of special agents employed in the Indian service of California, I have to remark that, Congress having authorized
the employment of three sub-agents, to be regularly commissioned,
and the recent act of March 3, 1855, embracing a proviso, which it is
understood restores to California three agents, under the provisions of
the act of September 28, 1850, the department must regard the
provision thus made by Congress for that class of officers in California as sufficient .for the efficiency of the service.
You will therefore discontinue the practice of employing special
agents, and in pursuance-of your instructions of August 12, 1854,
nominate persons to fill the 'offices of sub-agent as provided by law,
that in case the nominations be approved by the Secretary of the Interior, in whom the confirming power vests by the act of July 31,
1854, the persons may be duly commissioned 4and execute the necessary; bonds, and take an official oath as prescribed by law.
The appointment of special agents can only be sanctioned when
demanded by extraordinary circumstances, and it .8 not practicable
that the required service be performed by regular officers of the department,; and then only sp long as is necessary to attain the special
end or object which induced the appointment.
When special agents are charged with disbursing moneys, they are
required by law (14th sec. act. 4th Aug., 1854, Civ. & Dip.) to give
bond.
When the regular agents and sub-agents are duly appointed and
qualified, they will relieve you in a great degree from making digbursements in detail. Funds turned over to them will be charged to
them and accounted for directly to the treasury ; and they will be under your supervision, the principal disbursing officers for the reservations or agencies at which they are respectively located.

:97

INDIAN AFFAIRIS ON 'THF PACIJIC.

It is in contemplation of law, and is the intention of thei department,
to chaingethie policy too long acquiescC(d ill as to Califorinia, of entrusting all thle appropriations miade for thle In(lian service in that
State to a single offcer for disburselmnent,
Very respectfully, your obed lent servant,

GE41O. IV. MANYPENNY,

TiOmAS .J. HENLEY Esq.,
Sutperintendent Indian Aahirs, San Franctsco,

mnwissioner.

California.

DEPARTMENT OF T1lE INTBRIOR,

Office Inhdian A/airs, November 1, 1855.
Sli: I have cotnsidered the correspondence between Major General
Wool, commnnnd;ng Pacific division( United States army, an(1lTrillhas
J. Henley, esq., sapairintendent of Indian affairs in California, in
relation to thle sipe,'Jintendent receiving and subsisting certain Indians (principally wo nm lid children) which are on the military
reserve at Fort Jones, and in charge of' officers of the army, a copy
of, which was reflbrred from your office on yesterday in the letter of
the Secretary of War of the 30th ultimno, calling your attention thereto, and I would respectfully report, thaift I see no objection tolthe reception of the Indians in question bytthe superintend ont, if delivered
at one of the reserves in his charge.
Rcferring here more partiolllar1ly to thle letter of August 14, 1855,
from Superintendent Henley to General Wool, refusing to receive
these Indians because of' my instructions to him of tle 17th May
last, I would call your attention to so much of those :in8tructions
(copy herewith) as relate to the employment of special agents, from
which you will perceive that the employment of special agents for
specific purposes of an extraordinary character, for limited periods
during which such special services are requisite, was not only not
prohibited, but implliedly sanctioned.
I would also remark, as connected with the expression of Superintendent Henley in that letter, " nor have I anyauthority to ml)ovide
for the Indians in the manner suggested. The law provides only for
colonizing and subsisting Indians on inilitary reservations, and the
appropriation cannot be directed to any other end ;" that inasmuch
as a copy of' the letter to which he was replying is not with the papers
referred, that I am not lprepared to express an opinion as to Whether
he had not authority to provide fol them' 'in the manner suggested."
However, Xunder date of:the 17th March last, when calling the
attention of lthe superintendent to stich clauses of the Indian appropriation bill as relate to Indian affairs in California, among other
clauses of that bill I quoted (without special comment) that by which
it is "'Pirovided, That the suj)erintendent of Indian affairs in that State
be authorized, shLould he deem it expedient, to expend an amount not
exceeding $20,000 of the sum herein appropriated to relieve the temporary wants of the Indians outside to reservations."
H. Ex. Doc. 76 -7
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A cop0 of the letters of General Wool of thie 18th, copies of Whiich
accompany your refernccs, will immediately be forwarded to Superintendent HIenley, and lhe will be instructed to make arrangements, if
hIe efin, to receive the Indians in question.
In this connexionl permit Vme to call your attention to the facts
stated by Superintendent Henley, inI the letter of August 14, to General Wool, and thle ilnportance of provision being made by the Department of War to firndish small escorts to thle superintendent of
Indian affairs, when necessary, to enable him to effect the removal of
the Indians to any of the reservation s set apart for colonizing them.
The l)apers referred are now returned.
Very resp)ectfully, your obedient servant,
GEO. W. MANYPENNY,
Commissioner.
Hlon. R. MCOIJELTJAND,

Secretary of the Interior.

P. S.-SuperintendentIHenley will be instructed, if the accounts for
the subsistence of these Indians whilst in the charge of the officers of
the army are presented to him, to forward themh.ere for the decision
of the .departinent thereon.
G. W M.

ADJUTANT GENEJRAL'S OFFICE,

[Washington, December 5, 1855.
GENERAL: Your communication of Se6ptember 18, 1855, enclosing
a CO)r of your correspondence withl Thonmas J. Henley, suil)erintendent
of indian affairs, in relation to sulbsisting certain Indians uipon the
reserve at Fort Jones, was duly submitted to the "Tecretary of War,

and by him referred to the Secretary of the Interior; and I have the
honor herewith to transmit for your information the letter of the former upon the subject, with thle reply thereto.
I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant
S. COOPER,
Adjutant General.
Brevet Major General J. E. WOOL, U. S. A.,

Commanding Department Pacific, Benicia, California.

WAR DEPARTMENT,

WTas/tington, February 4, 1856.
SIR : In connexion. with1 the letter from this department of the 30th
October last, tr-ansmitting copies of' papers received from Brevet Major
General Wool in relation to th:e subsisting of Indians on the reservations in California, I have the honor to enclose for your information
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copies of other papers on the same subject, just received from the assistant adjutant general of the department of the Pacific.
Very resl)cotfully, your obedient servant,
JEFF'N DAVIS,
Secretary of W'Var.
1-on. IR. McCImrlA~Nr,
Secretary of t1e Interior.

DEPARTMENT OF THlE PACIFIC)
Benicia, Janutary 2, 1856.
COLONEL: Ill order to a more full understanding of the subject of
your letter' of December 5, and its enclosure, I deem it proper, in the
absence of Brevet Major General Wool, to forward the enclosed copies
of letters on Indian affairs.
The letter to Colonel Henley of August 10 is referred to in Commissioner Man'ypenny's letter of November 1, as not having been furnished. Captain Gardiner's letter of July 17, and the reply, dated
July 28, vill stow that the general principle of' not furnishing troops
to force Indians to move on the reserves against their will was all
that General Wool intended to lav down as a rule for commanding officei's of posts. In cases where it was supposed Indians would move if
protected on thle route, escorts have always been detailed; see, for instance, paragraph 4 of' department s ecial orders, No. 83, of September
24, 1855, which relate to Scott's Valley Indians. Colonel Henley consented to receive them on thle Teha na reserve, but they refused to
move, and Captain Judah has repeatedly reported their miserable condition since that time. In a letter of December 13, he says, enclosing
a communication to Colonel Henley, 'I am powerless, either in my
capacity as commanding officer, or acting Indian agent, to alleviates thle
sufferings of the Scott' sValley Indians in camp at my post. Their
neglect,junder the severity of the weather, amounts to cruelty." The
copy of his letter of November 2 sets forth thle wants of' the Indians,
and Colonel Henley has heen informed upon the subject.
I have the honor to be, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
E. D. TOWNSEND,
Assistant Adcjutant General.
Colonel S. COOPER)
Adjutant General U. S. Army,
City of Washington, D. C.

FORT TEJON, CALIFORNIA, July 17, 1855.
MAJOR: I have the honor to enclose an application from Mr. Ridgely,
Indian sub-agent, for a force to bring in certain Indians.
Not being informed whether it is the intention of the general com-
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Standing the depaltment to employ the troops on sucth duty) and believing that it will impose a very great amount of harassing Sel-vice
on the troops, and in sonlme instances bring them: inl hostile collision
with the Indians, I have declined frnllishling a command until I should
receive instructions on thle subject
Mr. Rid gely informs me that the In(lians near Tule lake will probably come in peaceably; .but there are some others near Walker's pass,
who, in his opinion vill resist the troops. Ile further informsnmo

that in all l)robability, from timc to time, it wvill be necessary to selnd
out parties to bring back such Indians as may leave.
In view of theoprobability of bringing on hostilities with Indians now
peaceable, and the constant harassing of the troops in b singing, in such
Indilans as may be (liscontente(l, (and theev will be numerousi) I would
very respectfully suggest that it would be better to leave the Indlians
unmolested.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
J. N. T. GARDINER,
Captain, 1st dragoons, commanding.
Major FJ. D. PTlNSFND,
Assista, !jutant General.

HEADQUARTERS DEPAflTrMET OF TIlE PACIFIC,

Benicia, July 28, 1855.

SiR: In reply to your letter of July 17, enclosing the letter of Mr.
Ridgeley, Indian sub-agrent, asking that a commlnand of dragoons may
be sent to collect a band of Indians and bring themi on the reserve
the commanding general directs me to say that lhe has no authority
to order the trooJ)s upon su1ch service. He supposes the residence of
the Indian's upon the reserves to be optional with them, and that the:
government; guaranties to thlemCl protection' from aggression while they
do residle there. The troops are stationed upon the reserve to carry
out this guaranty, and to l)revent outbreaks or disorders which may
suddenly occur among the Indians there collected. In case of such
outbreaks, if a, band of Indians leaves the reserve in. a state of excitement, which might lead to bloodsh81ed or disturhance among thle settlerS,
the troops may proo)erly lpulrsnle them to prenllt such difficulties, and
may, if possible, bring themifback to the reserve.
The troops malay also be elmiploye6d, )mOlyJ in punishing Indians
who have committed acts of hostility upon the whites; and iftthese
Indians have refused to avail themselves of the advantages of living
upon the Ireserve after they have been ofkre(l to them, they cannot
expect thiat tile troops will be employre to l)rotect them against agreskion from thle whites. It is Well known that thle Inndians are
easily influenced by military atlauthority, :and it is expected thlat assistarce will be given, by all proper means, to the Indlian agents inl carr ifng out the views of the government ; but, as is believed, this assistance does not extend to collecting the Indians and keeping them
against their will on the reserves.
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TIJe dutty of p)lacing and retaining In(lians on the reserves beIorirs
stil)nrintendlents of' Indian affitirs, or their ai gents, wvho, it is
Sill)Ive(I)p,p1es thlle requisite q1t1lificatiions to indlilcO the I udians to
accePt tile 1)r(frrlCl boon oft the g"ovenillent.
it report ill detail of the number
Trile egllelneal desires Nyou to Make
Se-bastian
tile
I1(ldils1on
of
reserve, tile m1o1de of' uimaginI( an1(1 fedOf
the
inber
citieils eilnplOYe(1, 51(l tilhe num111bor of acres
ni ii
ing tilhll)
of l1111d itider. cultivation.
I am, sill, Very reslp(eCtfully, your obedient servant,
E. DO. TOWNSEND,
Assistant A1jWta itt Genercal.
CaPtain J. N. T. GARDTNER,
F117irst Dralgoons, lPort 'lejon, Caliw/bnia.
to tile

IIEADQUAITEMIS D)E1PARETMNT OF THllE PAeIPI',0
:enicia, August 10, 1855.
recent
communications
In
from
Silt:
thel coimnanding officers of
Forts Jones and Lane, I anm informed of' an outblreak ainong thle Indians oil the Kltimath river, about eighteen miles from Yreka, in
Which a number of wlvites are reported to lhave boen murdered.
Cap)tain. Judtala, froni Fort Jones, and brevet M'ajor Fitzgerald, from
Fo)rt Lane, moved proroniptly with detachellents of' troops to the scene
of difflilulty . A report fromt Fort Jones, Scott's Valley, dated the
second inst., states that the inhabitants of the valley had, assembled
with the tVowed plirp ose of extelrminiiiating the unoffending Indians,
known as the Slhasta tribe ; but somCe of thle better disposed of the
peol)le, ti(ling the commianding officer of' Fort Jones, about one hu1ndred In(lians, ot' all ages and sexes, were collected 'at that post on the
military reserve.
The officers of the army in that quarter, acting under their standing instructions, wvill do all in their power to suppress hostilities,
bring the offenders to punislhment-if they be Indians-and l)rotect
the inoffensive savages from destruction. Nevertheless, I must
strongly conrcuir in the sluggestion of one of the officers commanding
a post, that a special agent be sent there, as soon as p)racticable, to
proVi(le for tle su-stenance and protection of the Indians in a suitable
mainner, Which it is not in the power of the military authorities to do.
Those now assembled on the military reserve at Fort Jones are subsisted for the :present by issues of the army ation ; but this is only
authorized by the emergency, and cannot be continued.
I learn frlomn Lieut. Col. Buchanan, comnianding Fort Humboldt,
that the Red-Cap, and other tribes itn that vicinity, are at present all
quiet. There seems toI have been little or no concert between the Indian agent Mr. Wipple, and the officers, Captains Judah and Floyd
Jones, ho have.v commanded, detachments in that quaarter; the indisposition severing to be on the part of the agent to comnmuinicate with
the officers. The troops will remain in their camp on the Klamath
until the approach of the rainy seasoll, when I shall direct them to be
withdrawn to Fort Humboldt, as it wvould appear there will be no necessity for keepingr them out during the winter.
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1 hlave to request that you will take uchl measnires ats will enllsure
the p)aynient ot certain (lel)ts inctlrrel ill that quarter by C(Jatalills Ju1daba anld Floy(l Jones, for provisions f siCln(1 tO (lindin allies and
Indianl prisoners. The aMlounlit con tracte(l by the latter officer he
represenlts to b)e froll one hunll(lred. arld fifty to two 1liln(lred(Idollars.
You alre aWalre thlit,vheni tile trolil)Is first cOmmencc(l tie officers
coinnflUUlinditg thle dbetanchmnt were o1)1iged to enmploy Indianl allies and
scouts to discoverY the hostile inl thelil Ilurking
phlleCC,and11 to keep thle
prisoners b)rotighit in to protect thoenll fro1nimas"sacrOe b)y thle whites,
It is 1bm' the subsiistenlce of' these IJInlanS that I und(lt'rshill(l the (lebts
were incurreol.
I haveY only to ad(1 that the 1)ublic interest seecims1 to (lenIand youIr1
immediate attention to th1e foregoing subjects.
I am sir, very res)ectfully, your obIClient servant,
JOHN E'. WOOl,
AMajor General.
Hon. T. J. HIENLEY,

Supt. Indian A4O'airs, Saqn Franczisco, Cal.

FORT JONES, CALIFORN[A,
iNovember 2, 1855.
SIR: I have the lhonor to enclose herewvith for transmnissionl to Colonel
Henley, superintendent of' Indian affairs, a letter written by me in
the capacity of acting Inldian agent.
The recent murders by' Indians of women and children on Rogue
river valley were literally retaliatory of, and inmmnediately succeeded tihe
massacre by Major Juftondand his )arty of' eiglhteen wVomen anrd children out of twenty-five killed.
The Scott's Valley Indians, unless located. up)on1 the Military reserve
are at any moment liable to an attack similar to that Inade by Major
Lufton, and the whites in the valley anud its vicinity to the same

deplorable resultsI

The Indians have as yet enjoyed no opportunity of laying in food
for thle winter, and, the necessity for provision of some kind inllthe way
of' blankets and clothes is imperative. As soon as I call receive another
wagon from Fort Lane, I shall endeavor to supply them with slabs
fromfa saw-mill about five miles distant, for sheds to protect them
from snow.
In view of thle unexamnpled l)revio11s good conduct of the Scott's valley Indians, the neglect they have experienceol at: the hands of the
Indian department, and their :present necessities, I trust my communication to COloInel enley will ;not be considered by tlme general commanding as unwarranted in tone or character.
Very resp)eotfnlly, your obedient servant,
H. M. JUDAH,

Captailn 4th Vfantry, commanding.
Major E. D.: ToWNSIEND, U. S. A.,
Asst, Adjt. General, Dep't of Pac/ic, Benicia, Cat.
A true copy.

E. D. TOWNSEND,
Asst. Adjt. General.
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BENIcIA) II.,m)QUARTE3I1,S DlE1wrNrITENT OF TIlE-, PACIFIC,
)SIan FYralcisco, Call/'ornia, January 21, 18056.
sm : I hnad the hhonol to receive yesterday, through GeLIeral Kibbe,
cOI 1tilfl iCatiOfl of the 19th instant, relating to the })rot ctio of
the l)ColeIc of Cre.scent City.
III reply, it affords
1rI l)lePlasure to say that not only y(ollr vislhes
but. those, of' tlhe peoI)le of that city, we cre antiipt o(1some two months
since, whl0en I ordered t (letathnelflet of' fifty mien 1`6rl their protection.
This force is flow terle, under the command 6o' Captain D. F. Joies,
it very efficient officers, who, no (Ioubt, Will 1)0 able to (lefen(l them in
fny attack that may be mneditated by thle flw remaining Indians in
that section of California. I would further reiimark that it is my intention, should it, be deemed necessary, to senld another company for
thleJ) Iotection of the inhabitants of' that region and Rogue river valley,
These, vith the three companies at Forts Lane and Jones, one tat Humboldt, and another at Pioft Orford, constitutIng a force of more tha.n
four hundred regulars, Nvill, I trust, be all sufficient to Protect the
southern Oregon and northern California from Indian barpeople ofwithout
the aid of volunteers, especially as I am Nvell informed
barities,
that there are not now to exceed one hundred, at most, one hundred and twenty-five Indians in armns in all that region, against the
'whites. It is, however,cgreatly to be regretted that there are too
many white inhabitants, both in Oregon and northern California, who
go for exterminating the Indians, and, consequently, (do not discriminate; between friends and foes, the result of' which has been the
cause: of the death of many, innocent anll( worthy citizens both in southern Oregondand in northern California. Could thle citizens be restrained
from private war, I have no doubt peacee
Cand quiet would soon be restored to the people of that region Of' country.
Captain Judah, who has 1)een excee(lingly active and efficient in his
efforts to protect the inhabitants on the frontier, says in his report,
before me, of the second of Nove'mber, that "the recent murders by Indians of wonien and children in Rogtue river valley were literally retaliatory of; and immediately succeeded, the mlassacre by AMaJor Lupton (a volunteer) and his )party of eighteen Indian women and children,
out of twventy-file. killed." These were friendly Indians, going on to
thle reserve for protection.
Captain Judah further says, that ' the Scott's Valley Indians, unless
located upon the military reserve, are at any moment liable to an attack similar to that made by Major Lupton, and the lvhites, in the valley and its vicinity, to thle same deplorable results. The Indians have
as yet enjoyed no opportunity of laying in food for the winter, and
the necessity for provision of some kind in the way of blankets and
clothes is imperative." Such are the fruits of private warfare. In
most cases, the innocent and most wrIrthy are the sufferers.
It seems to men that with the amAple means fulrnished bylthe United
States for the Indians in California, something might be done for the
Scott's Valley Indians. It is a cruel. policy to leave these poor creatulres in so miserable a condition, more especially as they have, under

you1r
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all circilm'stances, rcnlairied friendly to the whllites. The sllperintendent of' In(lln affaLirs say8 lie1 is ot au1tloriized to give assistance to
anly Irdians who, will not go 111)(11 rescIVeCs.
All Mho are aColuainted(l wvit tlh Indian characterknlow that. they
t
Clinrg wi tlh greatt e)ltifilCi ty to the IIIIcl Of' thOir 1rciltlhies
fil(l of
tn
l not the bidding of' the
tlieii' nativity, flt(l thse iidoi0
50long as they can l)0,si1)ly exist wtithoult colnIU)lialIco.
S11C1wint'tro(lentt
Last, fall I called lis attention to tlls trihe with tile hope that ho
woul(l lcld anl assisting hand, 'but lhe declined for the reason above
givCen. I then asked hliml if' le would receive them on the riTeblaia rCBsleVe, if,1 1co(l get them tO i'enioVe. I-e an'swre(l in the affirmative.
I sent m11y a(le-d-cam) Lieutenan1t onYnystle, o was well acquain
teCd with, and lihad exerted consi(lerial)le influence over tllem, to remove
them. They, however, refused to leave' their coiintryr. I have thol ght
Prolelr to 8sy th111s muchi in relatiOn to tlhe Scott's Valley Indians, becauise I havebeen informed t1at the superinten(lcet hadl sai(l thant I had
taken upon myself to manage themn and lie thouiffght lie would not interfelre. I hlave no authority whatever to inte'fbre, nor mneanis to l)rovi(1e
for the Indians. It belongs exclusively to the Indian department,
an(l it was the special (ltity of' Colonel Henley to have looked after
these naked and misei'able creatluCes. Ile had the means to provide
for them), and lie might at least have made an effort to remove them,
which he refused to do When I offered my services in his aid if' they
could be induced to remove.
In conclusion I have only to relilark that I shall ever lbe rea(ly to
co-operate withl youfr excellency in any measure thlat will, in any respect Whatever, tend to preserve Iand lprotect tlhe inhabitants of' the
frontiers of California fromt Indian barbarity.
I lhave the honor to be, with consi(leriations of' the highest resl)ect,
your obedient servant,
JOHN E. WOOL,
: ajor General.
His Excellency J. N; JOHNSON,
Governor of California.

WAR DEPARTMENT,
WastinyIon, March 6, 1856.
SIR: I have tile lhonor to transmit lherewith for your information a
copy of correspondence of Brevet Major General Wool, commanding
department of the Pacific, with Colonel Thomas J. Henley, superintendcent of Indian affairs, relating: to the Scott's Valley Indians, aind
also of his letter to Governor J. N. Johnson, of California. I make
no comment on these papers, as they need none.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
JEFF'N DAVIS,
Hon. R MCCLELLAND,
Secretary of War.
Hon. R. otChLELLIANDt

Secretary of thee Intcrior.
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Blenicia, (CdiJb mia, Auar/
Sinr: fI have jlst received Yomr Comm)uc1111111a(Wftion of' ftlim 25th instant.
In reply, WOu1(l relief.] thlat. h11Ith ng; tO (10 vWith ieilovi ntr
thle Iu(1iolns to reservations; that is aI(1I ty which belongs exCiusively
tei
t()t(oll . Es ts to give them Protection
f

t

d

traVelling oin(l 'whenll Onl th1e reserves, Will always beI f(llrn ishledl

Condlition of, the Scott Valley IIndialns, al)
OwVig toofte )eCtlliar
),y tfim wViites, t.fleYy soughtt 1)oteCtio
(dCstroyed(
being
preh1etnsive
t
neilay
of th11e troops at Fort Jones. Over 1I lln11d(lrd arn now on th1l

reserve of' that Post, and alsc slppilled With suibsistence by Captain
Ju1dan from thle army stores. To relieve Captain Juidah fromt thle
care and subsistence, of' these Indians, Which does not 1)I'oI)er'ly belong
to the army, but was temip)oralrily aSsilumed, until youI could provide
for their care, your attention was called to tllis sub ject as early as
Septemlber last. You repjlied that you could (do nothing, for them
unless they would remove to some reservation. Anxious to have thenm
I asked if youl wolIl rCei*ve themll ait tlle NoLne Lacke reremoved,
I
servc it' would ind(l1cc them to rerm.o0ve. You replied in thel affirmative. Accordingly I sent my ai(le-de-calrl), Licutenant Bonnycqastle,
who was well acquainted with, and hald exerted consi(lerablc influence
over tlhemllto malke the attempt. lie, however, failed; the Indians
refusing to leave the country they had so long inhabited.
The Inldians have since remained on the military reserve, whilst
theyhlave been subsisted from the military supplies of tlhe )ost ; no
the
department.
attention being paid to them by the indianrlj1J115s
matter stoO(l until) I think, Tuiesday last, 'when you )ro)osed to rcmove themh to the Nonme Lackee reservation, if I would furnish you
with Imulles, as you had none to transport their baggage, I replied
that I would, and that I would do all I could to ail in theirremoval.
I have, however, no means to aid you, beyond furnishings' mlulles for
the transportation of their baggage. I have neither money nor goods
fto induce them to remove, nor authority to furnish them
to give them
With provisions whilst travelling from FIort Jones to the reservation.
The Indian department has all the means necessary at its disposal,
and it Ashould not hesitate to apply them. You have only to app)oint
an efficient agent to conduct them, at the same timne furnishing: him
with the means of subsisting them, and a fe1w clothes to cover their

nakedness,
The superintendent of Indian affairs in Oregon removes the Indians
of that Teirritory to reservations at the expense of the Indian department. He asks no assistance to remove them. He furnishes subsistence ndl transportation. He simply asks military protection to the
Indians -after tley lhatve removed to the resc ovation.
I have thought
per to say thnUs much1, because in your commInicat0ion1 you say "1it is withI th uInderstandingthatyou are filing
to remove tle Indians, provi(led I can in(luce them to go Willingly,
that I make this-agreement with Major Steel." I repeat that I have
nothing to do withi removing thlem, except by way ot advice. That
duty belongs to you and not to myself.
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Captain Judak will be instructed to (lO all in Ins I)owOr to aid you

in In(Iducling them to remove.
As 8oon ats Yout will let MC know when you will attempt the removal
of thle Iidias at Fort Jones, and thle name of' your agent, I will give
orders for the mutiles necessary for the transportation of their baggage,
The mules mitust be taken from Fort Rea(ling, as we have not a slfflcient number at the 1)resent tilliC to sI)are from Fort Jones. The
mlllles intust be foraged ait the exl)cnfl5 of the Indlian department. It
would be well to ascertain the number of Indians who will remove.
This is necessary, in or(ler to deItermiine the number of mulls that *vill
be required for the transportation of their baggage.
i-erewith I forward a col)y of a letter dated Novemlber 2, 1855, relating to tlhe condition of' thle Indians in question.
I am sir very respectf illy, your obedient servant,
JOHN E. WOOL,

M4cfajor General.

Colonel T. J. HENLEY,
Superintendent of Ind'an 4/fairsfor Cablifornia,
San Fr ancisco.
P. S.-I would remark that I have no authority to furnish mules
for the transportation of Indian baggage. I consent in this case, wvith
the hope that it will be sanctioned by the War Department. I would
also remark that wvhether or not I can furnish them will depend on
the number required. Most of the mules on' hand will be required for
Oregon and Washington Territories, in the transportation of supplies,
&c., for the troops there.
JOHN E. WOOL,
Major Geleral.

FOR{T JONES, CAIFORNIA, November 2, 1855.
SIR: II have the honor to enclose herewith, for transmission to
Colonel Henley, superintendent of Indian affairs, a letter written by
me in the capacity of acting Indian agent.
The recent murders by Inidians of womnen and children in Rogue
River valley were literally retaliatory of' and immediately succeeded,
the massacre by Ml\ajor Lu ton an(l his l)arty of eighteen women and
children out of twenty-live killed.
The Scott's Valley Indians, unless located upon the military reserve,
are at any moment liable to an attack similar, to that miade by Major
Lupton ; and the whites in the valley and its vicinity to thle same deplorable results.
The Indians have as yet enjoyed no ol)portunity of laying itn bod
for the winter, and the necessity for provision of some kind in the
way of blankets and clothes is imperative.
As soon as I can receive another wagon from Fort Lane, I shall
endeavor to supply themll with slabs, from a saw-mill about five miles
distant, for shedls, to l)rotect them from snow.
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In view Of the iine
1neXamll previous good conldlllct f the Scott's
d at: the hands of the
Valley Indians, the neglect theyp
Indian department, itdi thleilr present necessities, I trust that mly coinmnunication to Colonel I-Hen11ey Will iiot be considlere(l l)y the gencra
colruliandi ing ats iinwairantedl in tolne or character.

Very res1)ectfully, your obedient servant,

1-1. M.

JUDAJI,

Ca pta in 4th Ifntry), (YOmritan1ding.
Major E. 1). TOwNSErND, U. S. A.,
Assistanzt ACjUutcnt General, DLj.)'t of Pac/iWC)
Ben icia, (Oalij/brnma.

Tfiie copy.

RICHARD ARNOLD,

1st Lieuitenant 3d Artillery, A. D. Cr.

OFFICE SUPERINTENDENT INDIAN AFFAIRS,
San Franecisco, California, December 29, 1855.
SIc: I am this day in receipt of yours of* tle 1st November and

December 13.
Th1is is the first infornition I have been able to get thoughh I have
made frequent inquiry,) in regard to thle Indians at Fort Jones, to
-whidlli- you allude. It is trule I have not paid an official visit to Fort
Jones. I am not, however, ignorant of the colndition of those Indians.
The enclosed corlrespondlence will acquaint you with tile, fact that I
had already nmade such provision for themn as met the approbation of
the conimanding getieral. An arrangement en tir ely consistent with
the pllali of colonizing the Indians on reservations, and perfectly within
the ScoI)I of my powvers. I was informed by General Wool, in September last, that lhe had dispatched an officer to Fort Jones to remove
them to Nomee Lackee, in conformity with this arrangement, alnd4 I
wan. for somne timee in the daily expectationll of their arrival. It was
only very recently that I was inf`orme(d they were not to be sent. Of
the cause of this, ol the influence Nwhlich prevente(l their removal, I
am not advised. It must be obvious to yOul that I could not have been
expected to lirovide for the subsistence of those Indians at Fort Jones
at the tinie that I was expecting their arrivall at Nomlee Lackee, where
ample provision hLad been inadle for thlemn.
Your letter of the 1st of November was not forwarded to me from
General Wool's office until this (late, or it would( have received aln

immediate answer.
.1 lhave beemi informed verbllyt by Generals Wool and Cross, that the
reason why those Indians were not removed wias because they were
Unwilling to leave thl1eir presellt location, Now, what I understand
to be my duty on this subject it3 to provide its speedily as possible for
thoe recepltion of all suffering Indians oln theo reservations. This I have
done, and have no doubt ot' being able at all times to receive and take
care of Indians situated. as those are to which you allude; and though
it may appear, and n10 doubt (loes appear, to you, that " something
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must surely beramiss, either I'il the or ganization or administration of
the Jnfliann dept Ientin this Stte," I arm at a loss to eTrIceive the
particular ap)propriateness of' fthie rebuke. In regard to the question
of' provi(ling f'or those JnIians,1 llcre existing circtimstances, if they
have, 111idler thle ad(lvice of
ctll( acting ag,"ent, (declined tle relief and
protection oflered( themi at le rleservaiti(n, it wvoll(l seeni to be a
doubtful questi(on whether thely ar, etititled to any others.
I have no (loubt of thek meritoriouls 0chafiratcter of' thosoeIndialls, but
I regard the policy of' fleedinfg those who refusie to go to the reserve as
injurl'iols to thle )olicy of colOnlizaltionl, as contemnplated by the system
now in o)cration .
B'especatfilly, your obedient servant,
THOMAS J. HENLEY,
Superintendent Ind1iall Afatirs.
Capt. 11. Al. JUI)AII,
C(omllmanding Fort Jones.

A true copy.

1). R. JONES,
Assistant Ajiuadt Oeneral.
FORT JON[1FS, CAIFORNIA,

Janutar-y 21, 1856.

Slitn: I h1ave the hon-or to enclose herewith a copy of' the answer of
Colonel Henley, superintendent of Indian affairs in this State, to my
communications to him forwarded through your office.
Colonel f(lieley) should be, alnd is, acquallinlted withl the duties of the
Indian department in this -State. I must, hover, confess my surprise :at their limited character, and accordilnTg to the statement of
Colonel Henley that their exercise is confined' to thle administration of
Indian affairs u1pon an established reserve I haad suJ)posed thiat thle
necessary l)relirninaries to the removal of Indians ulpon a reserve,
including their preparation for' the so serious a change to them, was
one of the most delicate, it not difficult portion of the duties appertaliring to the Indian department. It however al)I)ears from the letter
of Colonel Henley that such is not the case, :and that the Indian department passively awaitsu:2ipon their reserves tlle reception of Indians
wbhonmaybe lpleased to claim the privileges which they are said to
afford. How the Indians are to be reconciled to the relinquishment
Of their homnes, whiat inducemients are to be legally offered themrn, how
the expenses of their removal a`re to be provided for, Colonel Henley
does not pretend to say oradvise uipon ; his silence in referelnce to
these detailsisi appropriate, if; as lle states, or at least plainly intimates,
that his duties are restricted to thle receptions of Indians who may presentf themselves for admission upon the reserve
I beg to'be excused for having been' thu1is explicit in making the
above deductions from the communications of Colonel Henley ; for a
correct understanding of' his views and intentions, particularly in ref-
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crence to the Scott's Valley Indians, is necessarily preliminary to any
Ateps which may be taken towards thIeirf p)erMncnt (disp)ositIon.
A small bandl of thle Scott's Valley Indians, under a stib-chief named
Jack, has f'or some time past evinced a disposition, it' not actually
hostile, l)y no means 1)aciifi. With a view to p)revent, if possible, any
communication with the hostile Indians, I haxM inlistCd Upon their
close and contintued'rcsidellce Upon the military reserve, where I could
easily detect any attempt at such, as well as any (dispositioli to clhanlge
their existing friendly relations towards the whites. So(me two weeks
silce Jack, vith his small party of six, without my knowledge or
consent, removed-f'roin the Intdian, camp upon the rescrve1,e to the hills,
he lcf't
siome Thulr mnifles:distant. Upon sendingafter him
rantIle
cheria and allplared upon the hills with his men, all armled with rifles,
which hitherto had been kept concealed, while I was lcd to believe that
alltlhe gunsllha(been given upl)to ine. Witlhouit enteringr into tc(lious'details, 1 Will merely state that I succeeded, without Iaking any promises
of pardon, in getting in his party, who delivered to me their guins. I
confined three of them for a f'ebv days, but released them, aware that
without the influence of Jack thev were l)owVerless.
Jack I3as ever been a bad Indian, and but for the absence of' cooperation would' erc this have taken up arms against the whites. I
am perfectly satisfied that as soon as spring opened lie intended to
comnnmence his depredlations; indeed, hle has since his confnemlent confessed to ime that during my absence in Roguoe River valley lie was
visited by hostile Indians living in the vicinity of' the Cave. his
movement, as above stated, was made with a view to More frequent
and unr11 estrainied intercour se of the same description, prepare atory to a
descent upon the whites in this valley in the spring. Under these
circumstances, I have him, wyithli another, one-eyed [Idian, equally as
bad, irorned and in close confinement, anil hall never feel justified
in releasing him, his previous intentions being now confirmed and
strengthened by revengeful feelingsilnduced by his confinement.
The public interest demandls that some permnanent and saTh disposition should :be made of the Scott's Valley Indians before tilhe oening
of' the sp ing. Altlhollgl, if' unolested by whites, and while actually
present among thenm, I will be answerable for their good conduct,
they may, under other circumstances, become infected with thle hostile
feelings which seeme to be general among the entire race, and inducements will, no doubt, as they have been, be offered them to join their
hostile brlethren. 1 can not safely allow them their usual range, while
at thle same time it would be cruel to withdraw the supply of food. I
have been obliged to fuirnishtheIIwithout restoring their guns, with
which to SillI)lyI themselves, and this I cannot under aql cirornstance.s, odo.
1 theref're respectf'uly request soeie specific instructions
as to wlhfat steps I lilay take With at view to their location upon one of
thle reser
vces. f would advise that two ot' their numliber be allowed to
visit both the Nome Lanckec Ix'servtion
attnd that po I the lamnath,
that
and
under charge of' an offi-er,
they be led to believe that a
choice between thle two is inpe'latfive, otherwise their strong attachment to the land of' their birth will render their removal, except by
force, impossible. I have no doubt buit that hostilities will be resumed
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not be
by the Indians in the spring with a renewed vigor, and hAhold
a
Scott's
of
in:
the
occurrence
depredations
valley,
at
all
surprisC(l
at
the
Scott's
of
safety
the
will
which
seriously
contingency
comJp)ronise

Valley Indians, let their
peaceful a character, 6,

relations towards

the

whites be

of ever so

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
1. M. 7UJDAH,
Captain 4th Infantry, commanding.
Major E. D. TOWNSEND, U. S. A.,
Assist. Adjt. Gen. Dept. of Pacific, Benicia, Gal.

A true copy.

D. R. JONES,
Assistant t Adjutant General.

OFF1eE OF SUPERINTENDENT OF INDIAN AFFAIRS,
San Francisco, Cal., January 25, 1856.
SIR: I have had to-day a conversation with Major Steel, of' Yreka,
who is Wvell acqUainted Wvith thle IIndians now Iat Fort Jones, having
resided fbor several years in Scott's valley; and for the: purpose of providing for the removal of those Indians, according to your wishes,
I have made arrangements to appoint Maijor Steel a special agent to
accompany the chiefs of this tribe to Nome Lackee reservation, and if
the chiefs report favorably to removal, to ail in starting thfem to the
reserve. But it will not be convenient for Major Steel to superintend
the removal party to tle reservation.; it will, therefore, be necessary,
in case of removal being consented to, for you to detail all officer for
that purposee, with a sufficient number of mules for the transportation.
It is with the understanding that you are willing to remove the Indians,
provided I can indAtuce themn to go :willingly, that I make this afgreement with Major Steel, who iscotnfident thatt he can obtain their consent to removal without difficultyy. It appears to me necessary, and I
would therefore :suggest that the officer in command at Fort Jones
should be instructed to co-operate fully witi Major Steel ini preparing
the minds of the Indians for the proposed change in their location.
You will observe that this proposition differs from the one I made
to you in conversation on Monday last, for the reason that Major
Steel can only spare time for one trip to the reservation.
I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,:
THOS. J. HENLEY,

Superintendent of Inddian Affairs.

Major General JOHN E. WOOL,Com'g Pacv/fc Division, Bentcia, Cal.

A true copy.

D. R. JONES,

Assistant Aijutant General.
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FORT RBADING, CALIFORNIA,
M01arch 30, 1856.
MAJOR: The general commanding the department directs that Inlstead of complyinlg with department special or(lers No. 30 of the 24th
instant, directing you to move south.with your company, you will
proceed with it, without delay, to Fort Jones 'and take comrmand of
that post, and give sucih protection to thel inhabitants of that vicinity
as circumstances may require, As soon its you arrive at Fort Jones
the general wishes you to transmit to him a detailed report of the
state of' affairs in that region by the most expeditious route.
I am, sir, very respectfully, your obed ient servants
D. R. JONES,
Assistant Adjutant General.
Brevet M~ajor F. 0. WYS13,

fL'Tird Artillery.

WAR DEPARTMENT,
Wash ington, April 1, 1856.
SIR: I have the honor to trlansmlit herewith for your information
copies of letters from Colonel Nautnlan, Captain Burton , and Don S.
Arguello, transmitted. to this department by Ma'joi General W6ol,
together with a copy of his letter to Colonel T. J. Henley, supedintendant of Indian affairs, all relating to Indian affairs in southern
California.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
J FF'N DAVIS,
Secretary of War.
lon. 1t. MCCLELTLAND,
Secretary of th/e Interior.
'

BENICIA, CALIFORNIA, February 19, 1856.
COLONEL: Herewith you will receive reports from Lieutenant Colonel
Nauman, Captain Burton, Don S. Arguello, and one from myself to
T. J. Henley, superintendent of Indlian affairs in California. All
WhicAh are respectfully submitted with the request that they be forwarded to the Secretary of War.
I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

JOHN E. WOOL,

Lieutenant Colonel L. THOMAS,
Assistant Adjutant General, New York.

Major General.
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HE4ADQUARTERS DEPART.MENT OF TllE PAaIFIC,
Benicia, February 13, 1856.
SIR: llerewith I enclose copies of letters from Lieuitenant Colonel
Nauman, Captain Bulrton, and l)on S. Arguello, relating to Indian
affairs in southern California, whihol no doubt vill claim your attentioln. We have war at tle presolit time with the Indians on tle Rogue
river, the Walla-Wallas, Umatillas, Pelouses, part of' the Cayuses
and the Yakimas8. The last five tribes are east of' the Cascade mountairmsX, and thle Klikatats on Puget's Sound.
From thle letter of Colonel Nauiman I apprehend no danger from
the Indians on the Colorado. He, however, deems it essential, in
order to preserve peace, that an agent should be al)l)ointed over the
Indianis in that section of country, and some provision be made to
supply them occasionally wvitlh subsistence.,
From Captain Burton's letter it would appear that the Indians occupying the country, as described in the map herewvith sent yol, are
restless and discontented. You Will also perceive by Don S. Arguello's
letter that the Indians of the pueblo of' San Pasqual complain of

great inJ~ustice.

Altogether, I think: them of sufficient importance to claim your
imnmediate attention, in order -that those Indians and other tribes may
be kept quiet until thle war in the north is brought to a close, when I
slhall llave trooPs sufficient at iuy disposal to give ample protection to
the inhiabitanlts of' southern Calilbrnia.
I am, very respectfully, your obedfient servant,
JOHN E. WOOL,
Major Genleral.
Colonel T. J. HENLEY,
Sujperintendent of Indian Af/airs,
San Francisco, California.

FORT YUMA, CALIFORNIA)
January 28, 1856.
SIR: I have the honor to report that I arrived at Fort Yuma on the
22d instant, and that on the 23d, and in accordance with instructions,
I m inutCly ins9pected the post an(l its garrison. I find both to be
in excellent condition and thel commliand to be conducted with firmness, vigilance, and in a manner calculated to inspire confidence and
give entire satisfaction. I consider the commanding officer quite equal
to his position. The place is Iabundantly strong, and with but little
skill may be successftflly defendedc against a very large body of" such
weapons are clubs and bows and arrows.
p)eopule as thle toYuwnas,,whlose;
It, appears have been ufnderstoo(l that a p)ortion of the military
supplies of the post are beyond the reach of' proper protection in case of
hostilities with tthe Indians. Such is not the -case. It is true, a large
storehouse to serve as a depot for quartermaster and commissary stores
has been constructed at the base of the hill at the entrace of the fort,
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and rather toofaroff for l)rotectionwith mutsketry agaillst Indians
in case of serious attack; but it is not used, and need not be under
existing circumstances.jAll stores arc brought within thle encefnte
l)lace and deposited in buildings iiear thle guard-holuse, and are
of tle
I
givoel the necessary instructions to
protected.
thoroughly
nothing to hazard. All reasonable precautions are taken to guard
againstsurlprisC. No Indian remains in or about the fort after rechiefs depart for their homes at that
even tho most important
treat;with
does
so
rule scen to be uinderwell
alacrity,
apparent
time
stood and acquiesced in. Tlle ammunition pertaining to
post is
at present deposited under canvass cover on the parade near the guardhouse.
It is under complete control of the garrison. Authority has arfor constructinga mnagyazine and ia suitable building in a proper
rived
place for such purpose has been commenced.
On the 24th, I had a colnfbiencc with. Pasquial, the principal chief
of theYumias and Colorado, the principal chief of the Cocapas, and
several sub-chiefs of both nations. Tjlhey all profess the mostanxious
desire to live in amity with each other and the whites. They assert
most positively that they have no hostile intentions either against us
of very ancient date exists
or against each other; but that a bitter
it
is
likely to break out
that
constantly
the
an(l
between acts.twvo Ipeople,
not
these
could easily be prevailed
into overt
people
do( think
on to combine for scarcely any purpose whatever. I have made the
most sedulous inquiries to ascertain if there were any intercommunication between these tribes and those far north, and have come to the
conclusion that there is none whatever. They do not seem in the
slightest
degree to be acquainted even with the banks of the river
Colorado ; beyond a few hundred miles, all beyond seems to then a
land of mystery. All these Indians at this moment are restless because, as the)y say, they are hungry. A fTnw rations of hard bread
and flour judiciously bestowed on thlemiwll, I thlik, keep then quiet.
that if there
i to be exceedingly iniprovident. I am satisfied
They
see8
were an Indian agent permanently resident at this point, or in the

1

leava

have:

th:e

thQe

fiud

would result from it, and it Ivould cervicinity, a vast deal of good
save thle mllilitary much trouble and vexation, and which, from
tainly
the present state of things, they are necessarily forced to assume, althollghl in noise pertaining to them. for Ithisbelieve thereIt' are several
F.
Georget
region.
persons Who claims to be Indian agents
I
abode
could
be
here,
for instance, who has a fixed
appointed,
Hooper,
Indians
am convinced mo-st beneficial effects towards keeping the
quiet
an
such
Some
it.
be
from
appointlmient
immediately
expected
might to me an
indisp)ensible necessity.
seemns0
With a respectable force here, say 200'mien, and with strict discipline, I aml of' opinion nothing whatever need 4e apprehended froul the
savages in. this nleiohbobrhoold. The present garrison, in its aggregate,
there are some thirty other white'men alpresents numbers 131, and and
there
hand, well armed, who rmay be relied on. Besides,0:
ways
Onl
should
then
are some Mexicans, but I do not think any assistance from
be talen into serious consideration. People travel about here very
H. Ex.

Doe. 76-8
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frequently, perhaps too much so, without any arms whatever, a fact
which wvill best show the general pacific temper of the natives.
I have been unable to discover the cause ot the recent alarm at the
fort, but it seems universally conceded now that it originated in some

misa)l)prehcnsion.
The steamer on
days ago,

thle river made a very successful, return trip a few
apprehension is entertained on the score of Sup-

so that no

plies.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
GEORGE NAUMAN,
Brevet Lieut. Col., Major 3d Artillery.
Major E. D. TOWNSEND,
Ass't Adj' t Oen., Dep't of the Pacific, Benicia, Cal,

MISSION SAN DIEGO, CALIFORNIA,
January 27, 1856.
MAJOR: I have the honor to report that I left this post on the 171th
inst., with a mounted force of 27 non-coriimmissioned off cers and privates, and during an absence of eight days visited the different Indian tribes living between this point and Temecula), 70 miles tO the
north, by my route.
The accompanying map will show you the different localities to
which. I refer in this report.
On my arrival at San Bernardo, on the l7th instant, I sent for
Panto, caItain of the: 8an Pascual Indians, an(l during a long conversation with hini he urged most forcibly the right to protection from
our government against the encroachments of squatters upon the
lands legally granted to his people.
Tile letter from Don Jose J. Orteja, accompan ying my previous report, and the letter I nowv send you from Don SantiaIgo Arguello,
(marked " A ") will give the reasons why Panto is so urgent in his
wishes for protection against so)me five or six squatters, who are taking
possession O' th9 best lands granted to hispeople. It appears to me
that this is a very just and l)proper occasion for the l)ersonal iiiterfirence of the sllicrinten(lent ol' In(lian affWirs.
The Indians of San: Pascual are friendly and are anxious to remain
so but if' their lands are taken from them without scrtuple, they must
retire to the mountains naturally discontented, nld ready to join in
any depredations upon the white
When I arrived at Temecula, on tho 19th. instant, Manuel Cota,
captain general of the kSan Luis Rey Indians, and Juan Antonio, captain general of the 4arvilla Indians, were sent for. Manuel presented
himselfto inc on the 20th instant, and, to my 'surJ)rise, I mnet a very
intelligent and well informed man, for his class. He is a half-breed,
and ]ha8e great control over his people. Hoe complained very much of
the number of ln(lian sub-agents in this country, and of the difficulty
he met with in deciding who he oug(,ht to obey. He very properly
said, "l]t us have one agent and we shall know what to do, but as it

INDIAN AFFAIRS ON THE PACIFIC.

116

is we are in ttrouble, we do not know what to (10, we do the best we
can, but sometilmes Make mistakes; we wiash thle superintendent of
Intlians 1to visit us, that he iay see how we. atlre living , we wish to
talk witllhitn, a:nd tel lhim our wants, wy does lhe not come to see us
as well as thle Indians of the Tiulare an(1 the Inladianls in thle norlit, we
claim his attention as mul1c0. as they dlo?'
I discovered that an intenselyhatr'ed- existed between these Indians
and those of' Jua n Antonio, (tlhe (Iarvillas,) Iso
uch so that Manuel
asked permission to ,join me witll 500 wvarriors,if it should be neces-sary to Iiiake any hostile movements against- the1 :Qarvitll;I I declined
his offer, although I think the policy of using friendly Indians in this
country, under suich circumstances, would be advantagreous.
The numbIer of Indians of' the San luis Rey tribe is 2,470, and of
these nearly 000 are able bodied men.
I send& youl with tills (marked "B ") a copy -of a paper given to me
very laftely. The 0olject of this paper is very evident. The date is
Autgutst 27, 1855, the date of the yearly feast at $an Luis Rey, when
many Persolls congregate there. It is generally believed in this county that Cave J. Scouts, esq., Indian sub-agent, whipped to death the
two Indialns about the 4th of July, 1855.
You will observe that this paper sustains iny ormer opinion, that
it is best to have but one Indeian sub-agent in this countI.
This ol)inio n has beeon somewhat changed, sincee my march to Temecimla. One agent would have enoutlgl to (do (if' he p)eformcd his duty
proerly)0 in looking after the interests of the Stin Luis Rey Indians
and1 I would reconimenflthat two agents be appointed for this county
one for thelSan LIuis Roy and one for thle San Diego Indians, entirely
independent of each other.
This (livision among the Indian had its origin tat the titne the missions
of San Lllls Rey and San Diego were flourishing, and thbe descendants
of the Indians belongirng to these emissions continue the same system.
Tlhe differences between the Indians in thme time of the missions still
cotllnllue,.
The policy of appointing ono Indian captain general over the different villages of one tribe is of' doubtful -policy. :I tlhis captain general
is a Man of, character, he acquires an ilmIiien-se influence. His Indians
athai.a
all 1rds, and if lie wishes to cause
becomee; ready to (bey him
i
dilfTillties his Whle1G tribe follow him.
By imaiking the captains of the (lifferent villages indepclldent of ono
another, receiving their orders and instruction
t
dirc-tmfrom the Indian
agent, 10o one of' themllwil 1hav influIenceenoughusually, to cause
general outbreak of' their tribe. It mn ust be p)al'tial, owing to the
jealousies that will arise among thle difibrent captains.
Manuel Cota deserves thel most co lial approbation for-his management of thle San Luis fRfiy Indians thu4shr, hut; if' lhe becomes discontented hes can (1o: greatIhairm . Ill tile paper mIarked B, I notice a
recollimmendation that 'MAfinelito6"Cota be appointe(l as captain general of' tile Sall ILuis Roy lind Diegino fIn(lians, with anf
proper and
reasonable salary. This 1vill be a bad p)recedIenit to establish
among
these Indians. It will give one Indian too much influence over the
others. If it could be determined that this influence would be used in
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our favor, always, it might do very well, but as it is the experiment
will be dangerous.
On the 22d instant Juan Antonio, captain general of tleiCarvilla
Indians, presentedl himself to me at Tlnemecula. At first his general
manner and bearing was quite haligilhty, atlfnost insolent,
My first que stion to hini, " what were you doing among the Yurnas
in Auigust last?"IItook hinit by surprise, and duriniig my intercourse with
these Indians I have never met with, one so completely astounded,
This question:was followed by several othersof a similar character,
showing him thiat his miovements fbr the past five months were known
to thle6 government. His manner was entirely subdued before the conclusion of t~he council.
I am satisfied that le endeavored to form a combination with the
Yumas and the Molxaves for thepurpose of attacking the white settlements in this region of country during the months of' August, September, October, an(l Novemnber last, but failed; first, because the Yutmas
would not join h1im, and the Molxaves hesitated too long; and second,
because the Mormons at San Bernardino sent fifty or sixty men and
made him a prisoner before his plans were inatured.
The number of the Cai-villat Indians under the command of Juan
Antonio is much larger than persons generally suppose. A few days
before I arrived at 'lelnectila a censlus of his tribe was taken, and the
number of men alone amounts to 3,500; of these at least 1,500 are
fighting men.
Juan Antonio stated to me that he and hIis people wislhed to see the
superintendent of Indian affairs. They wish to have a longr talk with
hinm about their ^va nts-abouit the twelve or thirteen American families who have settled upon their land without their permission ; they
wish to be furhnishedt with ploughs, hoes, spades, cattle, &c., in compliance with the treaty made witlh them in 1852 by Indian conmmissioner 0. M. Wozencraft. He was advised to go home to his people and
keep) them quiet, and- 1)robably something vould be, done f'or them
that their wvishe.s would b)et made known to the general commanding
the troops ; and: that they would be punished if they caused difculties. Hle intimaited thuat there were but few troops ; that. most of
was told that
them were occupied with the In(lians away lip rorth, lV1i
be brought
with
could
six hundredlvell-aimed mon,
plentyy cannon,
against him immediately.
I mention this to seh)ow the mannier (f reasonimw of this Indian
My inipressionIit is, tlalt Juan Antollio ar(li his people: require watching;
-and I reooimnenrd that, as often as omice in lonin or six weeks, a )arty
under the conmnand of at cornmiissioned Officer, anled from twenty-five to
thirty strong, be sent to visit thelmi. The march will occupy from
eight. to ten (layS.
-ofI
I am hapjip tol in fonrm youilthLat .l f'orie
frorml three hundreds to five
caii
be lraiSCel a(t Sari8 Bernardino, whenever
unildred
well armed mien
the authorities there are called uipon. d by the pIroper officers of the gen-

eral

goverlnmlent.

I jmave no dloubt that the p)romnpt movement of the force from San
checked
Bernardino, in the early pnrt of' Novem-ber last,JuantAntonio in his projects; and I think my visit to Temecula was beneficial.
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Mr. John Rains, Indian

'sub-agent

117

at Temecula, placed at ny dis-

accolplis'hingi the o)b}jcct
of imy visit in at satisfactory manner, and thanks are (tuehimCTI, forp so
doing.
Th(l:differenit villages inhabited by the Carvillas, are Sn Timnt~o,
San G orgoilio, Cabezon, Toro, Los Coyotes, Juan Bitlitista, anll San
Jacinito. The village, :of Cabezotln is mutch14tile largest andli most important. Juan Antonio lives at San Tinf6t6l,.
The information respecting thesedifferent localities was given me
by a Mr. Iowan, an old mountineirer, who has liveC( among these
Indians for the past five years. The village of Francisco belongs to
thle AMolxaves.
A tribe of the Pah-Utals are living about- Owens' lake, and are
represented as quite numerous. All of' these Indians are in constant
comin
mnication, either direct or indirect, with the Carvillas
Very respectfully, your obedient servant
H. S. BURTON,
Capain TIHld Artillery.
Major E. D. TOWNSEND,
Assistant AdIjutant General,
Department of the Pacaic, 13enicia, .al,
posal

il tlle means in his power to aid me in

[Tranttslaltion.*]
The undersigned certifies:,on honor, that the " pueblo" of San

Pascual, in San If)iego county, was founded by or(er of tle superior
government of Upper Cailiforni'a, in consequence obf the secularization
law of' the missions, for which reason the paarcel of land named San
Pascual was granted to these same: Indian families from the mission
of San Diego, according to the regulation or order given by thie governnment. At the same time were founded San Dieguito, Las Flores,
&c.:, all by the same order ; and thle documents ought to exist in the
archives, because those orders were sent to the undersigned, being
then the authority of San Diego and its jurisdiction. In confirmation of the t~bovesaid, I will mention that, in the year 1846, :Dr.
Bonafacio Lopez -made -a 'petition for this same land, and the government (declared) decreed " that the land could not be given because it
belotiged to; the Indians 'of San Pascual;" therefore it seems unjust
to deprive theim- 'of their lands with the pretext that they have 'no
titles, when it is so well known that, in foundations of this kind, they
only report to the government, and place all the documents in the
archives.
This is all I can say for the sake of truth and at the request of the
interested.
Given in my rancho of San Antonio Abad a Ti Juan.
S. ARGUELLO.
JANUARY 2, 1856.
I certify that the above is correct.
-E. S. BURTON,
6'aptain 3d Artillery.
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HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT 01F TH1E PAIIpio,

Benicia, May 17, 1866.

COLONEL: By the enclosed letters, marked 1 and 2, from Lieutenant
Colonel Beall and Captain Stewart, the general-in-chllief will perceive
that weo have another war on our lands w*ithi the Indians in middle
California, broughlt on byE whites who seem determiined, to exterminate
the Intlians in that part ofthe State.f It was cauIsedl iby some Indians
stealing a, cow. A meeting of tile inhabitants was called in reference
to the subject, when the majority appeared in favor of mild nieasilres
but th(e minority insisted upon punishing the Indians collectively,
which resultedl in thec killing of some fifteen friendly Indians This
caused a concentration, it is said, of'fabout 500 lvarrioIs. These were
attacked by a detachment of regular troops conlman(ledl by Second
fLieutenant Livingston, from Fort Miller, and some volunteers, but
compelled to retire by the Indians.
Governor Johnson of California, in consequence of the olitbreak,
made a requisition upon nen for arms and ammunition, to e deducted
from the quota;dule the State from the United states, which I approved
to :the extent of sixty rifles and equi)lllents andl five thousand cartridges.-(See the enclosed correspondence, marked 3 and 4, between
the governor and myself'.)
If the lawless whites, who seem to control, could be induced to
abandon their determinaltion to exterminate these poor, miserable
creatures, and the superintendent of Indian amffirs wvould pay more
attention to their wants, there would be no (difficulty, and peace between the whites and Indians could d be preserved.
To restore and preserve peace, however, under :thel existing circumstances,JI would respectfully request that another regiment, or, if a
regiment cannot bed sired, at least five companies of regular troops
with'as little delay as practicable, be sent to the department of the
Pacific, to be landed at San Diego, if not there,
:at San Francisco.
These are not only nnecessary for the present time, but the future, as
will be perceived by the letter of Lieutenant Winder, herewith enclosed, marked 5, which I could hope Tnight claim attention. I sent
a copy to the office of thle speriintendentof Indian affairs inX California;
I received a reply from the clerk stating that a special agent would be
sent immediately to attend to the wants of the Indians referred to in
Lieutenant Winder's communication.
I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
JOHN E. `WOOL,

Major Gencral.
Lieutenant Colonel L. TitOMAS,
;Asst. Adjt. Gen., Ileadquarters of tize army, Wei York eily.

P. S.-TThe steamer Columbia is julstin from tfime nortli. I have
not yet received the mail ; but the news is favorable in regard to the
operation of the troops in Rogue, River valley and Puiget Souind. It
is reported that the volunteers under the commltand of Colonel Corme-
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1ius, encamped opposite the Dalles, were, by fifteen Indians, deprived

of all their horses.

JOHN E WOOL,
MAY 19,

1856.

Major Gcnceral.

HEADQUARTERS, FORT TEJON, CAL.,

May 3, 1856.

CAPTAIN In compliance with the instructions contained in your
communication of the 8th ult., WhIich was received on the 18th, I directed forty men to be detailed fromli company "A,' first dragoons,
for the purpose of making an expedition to tle Indian tribes near the
"head" waters of the Mohave, and along that river as "far down
as the sink, if grazing could be found " for the animals. This detachment I placed under the command of first lieutenant Benj. 'Allston, first dragoons. The detachment has been delayed in marching,
in consequence of having to put the wagons in suitable order, and believing that in many parts of the country it would be impracticable
for. wagons to go, I directed the assistant quartermaster to furnish ten
pack mules, with drivers or packers. The assistant quatrtermaster
reported that he had not the number of pack mules on hand, but that
he could hire them for a reasonable price-say thirteen mules, with
all thle necessary:equipmonts for )acking, two drivers, for two hiundred and fifty dollars per month ; vide his letter to me on the subject,
which is lherewith enclosed.
A further delay has occurred in sending out this command, in consequence of my having received a communication from the Indian
agent of the Sebastian Indian r-eservation, in w-ich hie ;states that lie
has been informed by the Tejon chiefs that in all probability an attack would be0nmade on the reserve by a band of Indians under a chief
named "Pacific," and requesting Ie to send fifteen or twenty men
to assist him in defending the reservation. Immnediately on receipt
of this communication I dispatched Lieot. Allston, with twenty-eight
men, to the reserve for the purpose required, at which place they arrived in two hours from the time they left this post. I herewith enclose the Indian agent's letter to me requesting this aid, and also one
from Lieuit. Allston, written to ine immediately on his arrival at the
reserve, from which it appears that it was an unnecessary alarm in
regard to Pacifico and his band having any intention of making an
attack on the reserve. I have since ascertained that the alarm was
occasioned by thle Indians':beinlg informed that the whites on or near.,
White river had captured five Indians and had killed them, in consequence of their being suspected of stealing cattle, and that Pacifico's
brother 'was one of them, and that they (the whites) intended to come
down to the reserve and have further satisfaction, as they believed
that there vere other Indians residing on the reserve also implicated
in stealing cattle. This I do not believe. The Indians have been
informed that they will be protected by the troops from this command
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general department your obedient servant,
Very respectfully,

B. L. BEALL,

Lieut. Colonel Dragoons, commanding Post.
Assistant Adjutant General, Benicia, California.
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command destined for tlhe Molhave, to Wlito river and Fouir Creeks, in.
orlel to prevent further disturbances.
I would tOnInk the general to give nIC discretionary power to act i'
all suchl cascs.
B. L. BIEAALL,
Lieiut. Colonel Dragoons, conuntading 1'ost.

FORT MILLER) CALwIoRNIA,
Mlay 1, 18056.
SIR: I was wVaite(l on th'is afternoon by three genltlem11en of' Tulare
countyy: Mrl. Jennings, Indian agent or suib-agent at Four Creeks;
Mr. Caimpbell, in charge of the Indian ftarm on Kin'g's river; and.
Mr. Wallace, lbiiltging a communication, of which I enc1ose,herewith
a co)y, inarIced "A."
It aplpears that last week at single cow, if I mistake not, was killed
by an lfl(lian or Indians, and at a meeting of' the citizens it was the
wish of tlhelmnajority (about two-thirds) to (lemnan(l the aggressor or
aggressors of' the chiefs; bitt some of, the citizens insiste(l ul)on p)unishing thle Indians collectively, and for this pul1r1)ose organized a company
and gave pursuit, buat returned soon after) with thle newslthat the
Indinns, to the numinbelr of about five hluindred warriors, had made a
stand oin thle Title rivel, some forty miles above the crossingr of the
Tejon road. I will here remark thIat very little indeed is known
wyith regar(l to the number of Indians inhabiting this paart of the

Sierra Nevada.
Day before yesterday, some friendly Indians consulted a white
friend( of theirs as to their safety during the then staIte; of excitement
and they were assured that so long as they remained l)eaceable they
woul(l be in no danger. Unfor tunately, within one hour of this they
were! attacked by a party of wvbites, six of them killed, several mnorc
wounded, and the balance dispersed. Another party of friendly
Indians had five killed, several wounded, an(l the others dispersed;
and one of the gentlemen mentioned a third case of tile same kind.
The Inumber of hostile Indianfs encamped at the head of Tulare Valley
may not, therefore, be overstated.
These events have caused great excitement and no little anxiety on
the part of the more peaceable 'Ahabitants, who are anxious to avoid
all hostilities, thinking suCh hostilities unnecessary.
Under these circumstances, I have ordered Lieutenant Livingston
to leave to-inorrow morning, Nvithai: detachment, for thle Tul¢ river.
A copy of lhs orders is enclosed herewvithf, marked "B."
These gentlemell informed me that the ''war party" (whites) were
going to send or had -already sent an express to Sa;cramlento, to
petitionl Governor Johnson forl arms. They left here this evening,
Floping to be able to allay thle excitement aroU.n(l their homes, but
speaking of the possibility of' general outbreak having taken place-
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since they left, yesterday. In their opinion ,an attack on- the Indian
camp at thls time would immediately lead to suich a result.
I have the honor to be, sir, very respectfully, youtr obedient servant,
J. STEWART,
1st Lieit. 3d Art., Oom'y post.

Capt. D. R. JoNES,
Asst. AdjG. Gen'l, Headquarters PaciJlc.

OFFICE QUAiRTERMASTER AND ADJUTANT GENERAL,
Calbfornia, Sacramento, May 14, 1856.
SIR: I am. directed to inform. 3you, by his excellency the governor
that information has just been received of a reliable character representing the Indian difficulties in Tulare valley to be such as to require
immediate action for the better protection of the citizens of that section of the State, and to request that you would forthwith inform him
of tle number of United States troops in that vicinity, and whether
an additional force can be sent there immediately for the purpose of
protecting that country from the depredations of the hostile Indians.
This information is: asked for the purpose of determining whether it
will be necessary to add a force of volunteer troops to the force under
your command, which can be readily brought into service in the Tulare
county.
I have the honor to be, general, your obedient servant,
WL. C. KIBBE,
Quartermaster and Adjutant General, California.
Major General Jo}IN E. WOOM, Benicia

HEADQUARTEiRS DEPARTMENT

OF

TIHE PACIFIC

Benici'a, May 15, 185g.
General Wool, requesting inform-

SIR: Your letter of yesterday to
ation in regard to the number of troops;in the Tulare valley, &c.,
was duly received, and in reply the general directs me to state, for
the information of his excellency the governor of' California, that
there are two colnl)anies of regulars, one of artillery, at Fort Miller,
and one of dragoons at Fort Tejon ,for- the l)rotection of' tle inhabitants
of that )art of' the State. Detachments from both these commands
are now inI the field, .and no doubt would be able to preserve peace
with the Indians were it not for the determination of' a few designing
white men, as it would appear, to age a var of extermination against
the Indians.,0 No additional force of regular troops can be sent to the
Tulare at this time, nearly all of them being now in the field against
the hostile Indians in Oregon and, Washington Territories, and in the
northern'part of this State. The general has received information,
from reliable citizens and officers of' the army in that part of the State,
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that the In(lians are peaceably inclined, and if properly treated by the
whites would remain quiet.
On thle istk instant, Messrs. Jennings, Campbell, and Wallace, (of

the peace party,) from Tulare county, called on the commanding ofcer at Fort Miller, and inforined hini that thQe difficulty was about
it single cov, which tlbe Indians had stolen. They stated that war
was ulnnecessary, and that at a meeting llel(d by them two-thirds of
the settlers were opposed to attacking the Indians, but were in favor
of demanding the aggressors of the chiefs. The others (the war
attacking the Indians collectively, and accordparty) insisted upon
ingly organized £a company and gave pursuit, the i esIlt of which has
been made plublic. We have yet to learn Ithat the Indians in Tulare

county have struck a blowv against thie wites, save in their own defence; and the general is of opinion thlat thle regular force now in the
southeastern part of the Stahte is sufficient to protect thle settlers from
Indian aggressions, I)rovided the frequent murders and aggressions
on the part of the whites against the Indian tribes are checked before
the latter are driven to a combination and general war against the
former. The general desires that you will say to his excellency the
governor, that it will afford him great pleasure to co operate with
him, and that he will do all in his power to protect the citizens of the
State, and to preserve peace with the Indians.
I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
D. R. JONES,
A. A. General.
Hon. WAi. D. IB1313BE,
Quarlermasler and Aoqj't Gen. of Cal/orni'a.
Sauramelto City,

(Oalifo),nia.

DfIEo, CALIFORNIA,
APril29, 1856.
SIR: In obedience to your instruction of April 21, I proceeded to
the rancho of San Jacinto, in the vicinity of S'an Gorgoia. On my
arrival there I sent for Juan Antonio, the principal :captain of the
Carvilla Indians, from whom I learned that the Indians were all
quiet, having at present no serious difficulty with the whites; but
the whites were encroaching upon the lands now occupied by the Indians. He complained that the commissioners had prom ised tosend
himn friaming Utensils, and told him to live on this land, where. he
would not be disturbed, neither of which ;promnises had been fulfilled.
He says that the Indians living around hinm- have raised sniall crops
this year, but thie greater portion of the tribe were almost entirely
destitute of the means of subsistence, owing to the failure of their
crops.
I ascertained froml other sources that the whites Were in the habit
of taking the gardens or other lan-dsL from the Indians without playing
them either for crops or improvements, an(l, on the other hand, the
Indians, being without food, steal the cattle of the whites, who
MIS8ION OF SAN
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threaten to burn ':thle h1ouises anfddrive the Indians off, unless tho
gove nmnt shoulul taketops very soon either to renlove the Indians
or prevent: fiuirte(depieliltitns ; tlleseVcourses, you vill readily pCrceive, 1must ltea to i t '0oubleso'me and expensive war,
At the request of Juan An0tonlio, I l)l omise(1 to notify lhimn several
days Upevious to dpthie
lparttlleU of' t xt exd ition, in order that
he ~maty assemble-hilis cal)tains to llear what was sai(l. I feel satisfied
that this chief will do all in h1is l)owVer to preserve peace and keep thie
Indians quiet, Which, however, cannot; be a great while, under p~resmt
circUm stances ; and I ain of thle ol)inions :thlat it wold be c chca1)r to:
issue beef to these Indians tban to fQight thlem, at all events, until
sorne superintendent of Indian affieirs is apl)ointed whio Nvill attend to
the duties p)ertaininfg to his office.
I was inl'orne(d thlatt a Mr. Spitler, an American, living near Juan
Antonio, i's the only man who
v has endeavored to prevent troulhle
and that he has1 not only been very efficient in settling all disputes,
butlhas fed and I)rot'2cte(l the Indians as far as lay in his power ; this
I believelto be true, as Juan Antonio appeared to have confidence in
him. He is an old( soldier, and 'was severely founded at thle battle
of San Pasquale ; I would, tlerelore, respectutilly suiggest that something be (lone to iremuInelate him for his trouble, as lhe it, a very poor
man, and scarcrly able to assist the Indians.
I would further suggest that Theasiures be adopted to mnark thle
boundaries of" thel Indian lands, and that tieo whites be prevented
from encroaching forthler.
I enclose herewithi a letter from Mr. Rains, the sub-agent at
Temecula, front which 1 tyouI will perceive that the San Loujis Indians
are also :in destitute condition, and Avill th)erefhre be compelled to
steal cattle, in order to prevent starving; also, thie great danger of
an outbreak, s11i11(1 the threats of the whites be car ied oit.
For many years these Indians have been in thc habit of' ciltivatintig
their fields without f'encing, but at present, the cattle of the whites
overrun and destr oy their crops, and they have no means of' redress.
T.ieforegoing facts Will, I think, show the absolute necessity of
adopting, at an early day, somIe means for protecting the Indians
from thevwilites, and to l)revent the fornier from stealing the cattle
of the latter.
I an, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
WILLIAM A. WINDER,
First Lieutenant Third Artillery.
Captain H. S. BURTON,
U. S. A., Commanding Mission San Diego.

WAR DEPARTMENT,

JVashington, October 18, 1836.
:SRt: I have the honor to transmit herewith, for the information of
the Department of the Interior, the copy of a letter from General
John E. Wool, enclosing Captain H. S. Burton's report of his visit to
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the OCrvilla Indians, atnd other papers relative to the Indian affairs in
Calif'ornia.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
ARCH' D CAMPBELL,
Acting Secretary of War.
Hon. R. McCLELTAND,
Secretary of the Interior.
HTEADQUARTERS DEPARTAIENT OF TIlE PACIFIC,
Benicia, Cal., July 3, 1856.
COLONEL: I have tle honor to ncDlos herewith', for the information
of thle War Department,: Captain H. S. Burton's report of his visit to
the Caivilla Indians, (dated June 15, 1856, accompanied with three
maked No. 1, my reply, dated June 26, marked No. 2,
enclosulres,
and a letter to Colonel T. J. 1-lenley, superintelndent of Indian affairs,
dated June 27, in reference to Inidian affairs in middle and soutller
California, mr arked No. 3, also, copies of the correspondence between
his excellency J. N. Johnson, governor of California, and myself, of
June 17t1h and 20th, in reference to Indian affairs in the northern part
of the State, marked Nos. 4 and 5, all of whicl, I could ho)e, might
claim attention.
I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
JOHN E. WOOL,
Colonel S. COOPER,
Adjutant General, WYashington city, D. C.

Ajiqor General.

No. 1.

MISSION, SAN DIEGo, CAL.,
June 15, 1856.
CAPTAIN: I have thle h11onor tO IrPOItthat I left this post oin ti 26th
ol May, ith 40 tion-co-inmissioned. officers an(l l)riv'ates from my
company, and visited the San Jluis Rey ,land Carvilla In(lianls. I
arrive(l at San Tilmictco, the village of Juan Antonio, cal)tain of, the
Carvillat Indians, on the 29th of' Maty. I regret to iinforml yoll that
w

great bitterness of feeling exists between the Americans and Mormqons
livitff in ahnd near San Blernaridino. I send youi herewith ai copy of
the proceedings of a meeting held at San_Bernardino, Mfay 20, 1856,
(marked A.) Iri addition to this, a Mr. JoMn BroDvn, who seelms to be
informed me, that in OctoIer
a respectable inan, livingt in Ucahiss,
San Bernardino, (MAIr. Calvin
of
atormions
last, two of the proininent
to tell the Indians 'tlhat
hili
told
Reed and Mlr. Joseph Mlathleows,)
the
AAmericans aro enemies of
the MA1orinois and Indians are friends;
the M0ormons and Indians, and had d iven both; rom the great waters
of the east. Then, whent you (Browni) seeo the Indians killing the
Americans, tell the Indians you are a MIormon and give them a sign
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that will be given:to you hereafter, and then the Indians will not disturb you, or molest anything you have got." This man tells me
that he i's ready to make oath to this statement whenever it may be
required.
The (lay I arrived at San- Timniet6o, I met in council Juan Antonio,
with all of his xubcaptainss, except Cabelon. A few days after this,
Oabeton was I)resent at a feast given 'by Juan Antonio, and conducted
himSelr in so insolent a manner, that Juan Antonio deprived him of
his office. I am told that Cabeton's personal influence among his
people is very great, and that his disgrace from his office will not
diminish it. Juan Antonio, with the assent of his captains, spoke to
me as follows:
"In ffornmer years I lived' at the rancho of San Bernardino, when it
belonged to the Luyo family. When the Mormons came there, I
arranged with them to come and live There, (San Timeteo.) The
Americans are now squatting here, and taking away my land, wood,
and water. Thle man Weber, living at San Gorgonio, has our animals killed whenever they go there. We:have not land enough to
plant; my people are poor and hungry; they want something from
the government. Some Americans tell us we must go away to the
mountains to live; other Americans tell us that we must all live
together on some land. We do not understand it; we do not like it.
A Mormon, Kinney, has been preaching to us that we must be baptized as Mormons-that the:Mormonis arec our friends, the Americans
are our enemies ; they are fools, liars, bad peoplee, anrd we must not
believe them ; that the Mormoons: always tell usi the truth, the Americans never do; that soon thle Momlilolls, wvill wbil) the Americatls, and
then they and' theiIndians will live happy ;- that the Indians must be
baptized as Mhormons, and all of' the Ca'rvilla nation must come to live
at San Bernardino ; the Mlormions, like goodI lrien(ls, will then help
them to live, and not treat themll as the Amnericans (lo. The Mormons
and Americans ar e enemies, allot will figllt, I suI)l0ose. I do not tell
lies ; I tell tihe truth. -You are an officer of the government--what
shall we do ?"
This speech I wrote in my note booI a Juan Antonio delivered it,
and I am satisfied that he told the truth. Some Amerians have
squatted among these Indians, takingi, possession, as tile Indian states,
of,: a large portion of' the lands formerly 1)lante(l by thle In dians, and
depriving themn of woo(l and water. With refeience to the MIor1mon
bishop, Kinney, twenty witnesses will take oath to thle truth of Juan
Antonio's statement. I answered him. as follows:
"I have heard you, and will relate whatyoll have ssaid to my general. If you have been wroiiged1,lie Nvill emfideavor to see You righted.
You must remain quiet, and keep your lpeol)le so. You muist mind
your own affairs, andi not ~er n-it bad people to put ba thoughts into
your head. You mlnust not p)ernit any one to cone to your village, or
amollng your people, and l)reacll as theMoraon
Kinney has (one. He
has not told you the trut. tTh Iornmons are living under arid enjoying the protection of the American laws. You will not remove
your l)eople from their present location, unless you are directed to do
so by the government. You will have nothing to do with the diffiL
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oulties between the Americans and Mormons. You must not harm

either; you will mind your own business, and keep your people quiet
and peaceable. I will come to you again soon. The government is
watching you, and if you do wrong you will be punished."
Juan Antonio said he liked the advice given him, and promised to
follow it. Perhaps lhe will; but, in my opinion, frequent visits to
his people will be requisite,at least as long as the present excitement

between thle Americans and Mormons lasts. As soon as I received
your letter of May 27, I sent for Manuel Cota. He came here on the
12th instant, and has consented to resume his captaincy. Hie is
anxious to have his acceptance announced to all of the captains of' the
different villages of the tribe, when they are together, and the 20th
instant has been the date fixed, for them to meet at this post. Something may then be done to stop the evil of cattle stealing at present
so prevalent among the San Luis Rey In(lians.
On the 9th inst., a deputation from the San Diego Indians, headed
by their Captain, Tomas, visited me, and asked compliance with the
terms contained in a document styled" Treaty of peace, and friendship: with the Disguino Indians, January 7,1852." I send you a copy of this document, (marked B.1) Tomas
stated that the Disguinos had always been friendly to the Americans;
had never received anything, while the Indians in the nortlhhad been
killing Americans and had a great maniy presents given to them. The
Disguinos were poor and wanted something to eat. I told him that
the treaty woul(t not be complied with, but that I would report the
matter to the general. In the mneantime, to go home and keep hi6
people quliet. Tomas intimated his intention of visiting thle general
himself.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

Hr. S. BURTON,

Captain 3d Artillery.

Capt. D. R. JONES,

.Ass't. Acjt. Gen. Dept. of the Pacific, Benicia, Cal.

SAN BERNARDINo, Mfay 20, 1856.

thle citizens of' thle city an(l county of Snan
Bernard(ino,: State of' California, for thle pl)urpose of considering the
teachings of' Nathan C. Kinney, bishop (:f the MLlormlon church in this
place; Alr. Frederick Van Luven was called to the chair, and Mr.
WiliiainM-'cDon'ald appointed secretary.
Mr. Chrlales Chapan, esq., an d D. Sparks, esq., and others addressed the meeting:
Setting forlth] thl excitcllment existing among tle in(dian tribes i the
vicinity, in relation to thle Amnericans, and stated that they yvere informetl that the Indians had been aIhtely taught by the Mormons, that
At a meeting called by

the Mormons were the Indians, friends an(l the Amnericans were. th eir

enemies, and the Mormons were calling upon tle Indians to be baptized by them, and assist them to conquer their common foe, also
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many other things tending to exasperate the Indians against their defenceless Anmerican neighbors, who are thinly scattered abroad south
of the city of San Bernardino.
After fairly colsi(lering the subject, thle following resolutions wero

unanimously adopted::
Resolved, That we proceed to obtain affidavits from the Indians and
others as to the teachitgs of Bishop :Kinney, missionary from San
Bernardino to the Indians in the vicinity of the white settlements.
Resolved, That Esq. Brown be appointed to take said affidavits.
Resolved, That we forward said affidavits as soon as possible to the
goernor0 of- the State, together with any facts that we can obtain
touching the-se matters
Resolved, That-a committee of five be appoiintcd to carry into effect these resolutions, and report at a future meeting of the citizens of this
county.

Zind G. Ayers, Duff G. Wever, John Brown, V. G. HIerrin, and
D. P. Van Ivenll, were apPointed on said committee.
The Ineeting then adjourned until May 24, at 1 O'clock, p. In.
F. VAN TJIVEN, Chah-irana
WM. McDONALD, Cler*..

SAN B1ERNARDINO, May 24, 1856.
ursulanlt: to; djorllrnreni. the citizens of San Bernardino: met in
large nujmlbers at the democratic head(uilarters, Mr. Frederick Van
Luven in the chair, Mr. N. Parks, secretary.
The rel)ort of committee was called for. The chairman stated that
the distanlce the. coommlittee had to travel, the shortness of the time,
&c., vowlcl not enable the comtnVttee to make a full report. however,
they submitted thel following affidavits:
STATI, OF CALIFORNIA,
county qf SaU Bernar dino,
Personally appeared)before me, on thl is 22(1 dday of May, AS. 1). 1 856
of
Carvilla nation, ann Manuel
tIhe
Jllain: Antonio, l)rincil)al chief
by mc duly sworn, (le)oses
bei)g
and
for
Largo, interl)reter thle,same,
an(I sayis: That on or abolt thle eighth day of May, A. D. 1856, one
Nathanty CJ. :Kinney came- to my village nd calledthe Indians together,
and st ted( thAt he (Kinney) had come on a mission to baptize the
Indians into thle Mhormon church, and that tlc said& Kinney proceeded
to preach.' and& admonish the Indlians in the followving language : That
the Amnericans were a bad l)eople, were not Christians, and were the
enemlies of' the lMorlmons, and that the Americans were not to be relied
on1 or1 believed in inowise, :for the Americans were fools and(l devils,
an( should. any), one of them comlle amlon gi thec Indians the Indians
should in nowlise believe them; and that the Mormons were the r1llers
of the country, and not the Americans; and thle said Kinney furthermore, proI)oscd to gather the ,Indians-into the settlement of San Bernardino, and thlere3 to partially provision or maintain them, and
that the Mormons were not Americans, but different people; that
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the Mormons and Indians were a good people, and the Americans
were their enemies.
JOHN BROWN,
Justice of the Peace.
In presence of'D. G. WEVER.
V. Jo1INSON HERRING.
ZINA G. AYERS.
0. 11. OARTER.

STATE OF CALIFORNIA,
County of San Bernardino, s
OIn this 24th day of M'ay,: A. D. 1856, personally appears before
me Sidney Van Luven, who, being duly sworn, deposes and says: On
the tenth day of this month I was riding with an Indian, and he
asked me if' I was a Mormon. I told him I was not, and never should
be. He then said I am going to kill you. I asked him what for? He
said because Bishop Tinney had been among the Indians :and& told
them that if' we would kill you, he (Tinney) would give the Indians
the cattle and horses of the Americans. I asked him to talk on; and
he said there was an American surveyor behind us, and he would kill
him if he heard this conversation. He then told me if I would ride
out one side lie would tell me more; after I had done so, he refused to
tell me more ; he said he was afraid I would tell the Americans. He
asked me, while on the road, if my father was a Mormon; I told him
I thought not. He asked me if lie was ever a Mormon; I told him
yes. He then said my father was an American devil, and all your
I
brothers are American devils.
SIDNEY VAN LUVEN.
JOHN BROWN,
Justice of the Peace.

The meeting was addressed by Mr. D. G. Wever, Mr. Ayres, L.
Sparks, Dr. Andrews, and others, who were warmly greeted by the
house. The following resolutions were unanimously adopted by the
meeting:
Resolved, 1st. That we cheerfully accept the name of " Americans,"
as now applied to us by the Mormons-Larnonites, the red brethren
of the Alormons.
Resolved, 2d. That as Americans we are identified with the institutions of our common country; that we lowg, the genius of libertyr
the freedom of speech, purity of the ballot-box, and liberty of ;conscience.
Resolved, 3d. That we will sustain the: flag of the republic, the
glorious stars and stripes, and that we will maintain our liberties i
free men at all hazards.
H. Ex. Doe. 76-9
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Reaolved, 4th. That we repudiate the name of anti-Mormons anid
mobocrat8, aB applied to us by the head of the Mormon church in this
place 0 0. Rich, and his myrmidons.
Resolved, 6th. That we strongly censure, deeply deprecate, and
utterly ,condemn the course taken by an incendiary villain, known as
Bishop Nathan Tinney, in visiting the Indians in different places in
this county, in preaching treason and sedition, and in making inflammatory harangues to the said Indians; and that the said course of
said Tinney' is a source of much annoyance and disquietude to the
families of the Americans in this city and vicinity.
Resolved, 6th. That we loudly condemn the course taken by the
dominant party in this place, in tampering with the judiciary.
Be8olved, 7th. That we, as Americans, pledge to each other mutual
protection of person, family and property, against all depredations,
intended or committed, by white or red Indians, or Lamonites, Danites, or Brothers of Gideon.
And may God protect the right.
Motion, seconded and carried, that the proceedings of this meeting
be submitted to the San Diego Herald, San Francisco Chronicle,
Evening News, Sunday Dispatch, Christian Advocate, and State Tribune. Motioned and carried, that the Democratic party in San Bernardino correspond with all friends of the adjoining counties.
F. M. VAM LEWVEN,
Chairman.
NATHAN PARKS, Clerk.
A true copy:

H. S. BENTON,
Captain 2d Artillery.

A treaty ofpeace and friendship, made and concluded at the village of
Santa I8abel, California, between the United States Indian agent,
0. M. Wozencraft, of the one part, and the captains and headmen of
the nation oj Dieguino Indians:
ARTioLE 1. The several tribes of the above mentioned nation do acknowledge the United States to be the sole and absolute sovereigns of
all the soil and territory ceded to them by a treaty of peact male between them and the republic of Mexico.
AmUT. 2. The said nation of Indians,> and the several tribes acknqwledge themselves jointly and severally under the exclusive jurisdiction,
and protection of the United States,
authority, andahereby
bind themselves hereafter to refrain from the commission of all acts of holtility
and aggression towards the government or citizens thereof, and to live
on terms of peace and friendship among themselves, and with all"
other Indian tribes which arc now or may come under the protection
of the United States; and furthermore, bind themselves to conform
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of the Indian Buof the Uuited
Congress
provided
reau,
States.
ART. 3. To promote the settlement and improvement of said nation,
it is hereby stipulated and agreed, that the following district of country, in the State of California, shall be, and is hereby, set apart forever
for the soole use of, and occupancy by, the aforesaid nation of Indians,
still reserving to the government of the United States all minerals
found thereon) to wit:: commencing on the southern line of the State,
at the eastern base of the Sierra Nevada mountain, and on the desert,
and running in a northern direction to the southeastern corner of the
reservation set apart for the Kalh-we-as, San Luis, and Co-cou-eah-ra
Indians; thence following the southern lines of the same to the northwestern corner of the grant of San Jose del Valle; thence following
the boundaries thereof, by south and east, to the southeastern corner
of it; thence on a right line to the northwestern corner of the San
Felipe grant; thence on the western line of the sa mio to :the southwestern corner thereof; thence southerly to the southern; line of the
State, at a point twenty miles from the place of beginning; thence
along said southern line to the place of beginning: to have and to
hold the said district of country for the sole use and occupancy of said
Ind-ian nation forever ; provided, that there is reserved to the government of the United States the right of way over any portion of said
Territory, and the right to establish and maintain any military post
or posts, public buildings, school-houses, housed for agents teachers,
nd such others as it may deem necessary for its uses or the protection of the Indians. The said nation and its; tribes and each ofthem
hereby engage that they will never claim any other lands within the
boundaries of the United States, nor ever disturb the people of the
United States in the free use and enjoyment thereof.
ART. 4. To aid the said nation of Indians in their subsistence while
removing to, and making their settlement upon, the said reservation,
the United States will furnish them, free of all charge, with (1,800)
one thousand eight hundred head of beef cattle, to average in weight
(500) five hundred pounds; (350) three hundred and fifty sacks of
flour, of (100) one hundred pounds each, within the term of (2) two
years from date of this treaty.
ART, 5. As early as convenient, after the ratification of this treaty
by the President Rand Senate, in consideration of the premises, and
with a sincere desire to encourage said nation in acquiring the arts
and habits of civilized life, the United States Will alo furnish them
the following articles, to be divided amonF them by the agent, according to their respective number and wants in the different tribes during
each of the two years succeeding the said ratification, -viz: (1) one pair
of strong pantaloons and (1) one red flannel shirt for each man and
boy, (1) one linsey gown for each woman and girl, (5,500) five thousand five hundred yards of calico, (3,000) three thousand yards of
brown shirting, (60) sixty pounds of Scotch thread, (4) four&dozen
pairs of scissors, (14) fourteen dozen thimbles, (5,000) five thousand
needles, (1) one 2j-point mackinaw blanket for each man and woman
over fifteen years of age, (6,000) six thousand pounds of iron and
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(5,500) five thousand five hundred pounds of steel; and in like manner, in the first year, for the permanent use of the said nation, and as
the joint property of the several tribes thereof, viz: (120) one hundred
and twenty brood mares and .(6) six stallions, (600) five hundred
young cows and (30) thirty bulls, (15) fifteen yoke of working oxen,
with yokes and drains, (16) sixteen work-mules or horses, (32) thirtytwo ploughs, assorted sizes, (300) three hundred corn hoes, (120) one
hundred' and twenty spades, and (16) sixteen grindstones, and the necessary seeds of various kinds. The stock enumi ,erated above, and the
product thereof, and no part nor portion thereof, shall be exchanged,
killed, sold, or otherwise parted with, without the consent and direction of the agent.
ART. 6. The United States will also employ and settle among the
said nation, at or near their, towns and settlements, one practical farmer, who shall superintend all agricultural operations, with two
assistants, men of practical knowledge and industrious habits; one
carpenter, one Wheelwright, one blacksmith, one principal school
teacher, and as many assistant teachers as the President may deem
proper, to instruct said nations in reading, writing, &c., and :in the
domestic arts upon the manual labor system. All the above named
workmen and teachers to be maintained and paid by the United States
for the term of (5)X five years, and as long thereafter as the President
shall deem advisable.
The:United States will also erect suitable school-houses, shops, and
dwellings, for the acco dmodation of the school teachers, mechanics,
agriculturists and assistants above specified, and for the protection of
the public property.
In testimony whereof, the parties have hereutnto signed their names
their seals this seventh day of January, in the year
*L. ~ ofandouraffixed
Lord omie thousand eight hundred and fifty-two.
0. M. WOZENCRAFT, U. S. Indian Agent.

Signed, sealed, and delivered, after being fully explained, in the

presence of-

DELosIER DAVIDSON,
Captain Second Infantry.
E. MURREY.

T. T. WARNER.
For and in behalf of the Dieguino Indians-

Panto, of San Pascual,
Josa Apan, of Fo-co-mae,
Juan Pablo, of (Ca-ma-jal,
Mateo Co- mi-po-ip, of NTl -wie,
Lorenzo Wo-to-)e, of Prick-a-way,
Tamouroo, of Too-wed,;:
Heperera, 'of Mfileo-to-nac, San Felipe,
Eloo, of Matmork la Puerta
Oon-Ah-Oon, of Su-ah-pi,
As-so-tore, of' Hon-wee-Vallecito,
Santiago, of' Ha-coom,
Kwa-pi, of Ta-cah-lay,

his x mark. IL. S.]
his x mark. L. S.]
his x mark. L. ,s.]
his x mark. L. ,s.]
his x mark. L.
his x mark. [L. S.
his x mark. [L. ,S.S.
his x mark. [L. 5.his x mark. L[. S.

his x mark.
his x mark.
his x mark.

L. S.

L.

.
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Soldado, pf Matironn,: his x mark. L. ..
hlis x mark. [. s.
Ne-cah-hal-by-coo-liin, of Wahl-ti,
his x mark, [L. S.
Swido, of Saquan
his;x mark. L. S.
At-chu-cal, of Ha-soo-male,
his x mark. L. S.
Tascahpan, of Co-quilt,
his x mar~~~~k,. L.
San
a Diego Mission,
ofof
Leandro,
Lea
L. S.
his x mark,
Tadeo, of San Diequito,
his x mark. L. B.,
Lazaro, of Santa Isabel,
hlis x mark. L. S..
Thomas, of Santa Isabel,
x mark. L. S.
his
Matajuiai,
of
Am-coo-si,
Felipe
Addenda.-From. the above district of country, set apart for the Indianis, is reserved to the present owner thereof, the Hon. T. T. Warner, one square league at Agua Caliente, to be selected by himI, for the
purpose of improving the warm springs at said place, in case the said
ownership be adjudicated in his (Warner's) favor by the land commissioners of California.
T. HAMILTON,
Secretary of the Indian Agency.

No. 2.
HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF TH[E PACIFIC,
Benicia, June 26, 1856.
SIR: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your report of
a visit to the Cawilla Indians, and of Indian affairs in the southern
part of this'State, with enclosures.
The general commanding directs that, in case the superintendent of
Indian affairs does not attend to the wants of the Dieguino Indians,
and should you deem it necessary, you will issue rations to them, in
accordance with the 89th paragraph of the general regulations of 1847.
Occasionally they may be allowed a beef.
I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
D. R. JONES,
Assistant Adjutant General.
Captain H. S. BURTON, Third Artillery,

Com'g Mission San Diego, California.

D. R. JONES,
Assistant Adjutant General.

Official:

No. 3.
HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF

THE

PACIFIC,

Benicia, June 27, 1856.
SIR: I am directed by the general commanding the department to
enclose to you, for your information, a copy of a letter, dated the 26th
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instant, to Captain Burton, commanding at the Mission of San Diego,
in regard to the Dieguino Indians and also to inform you that informations has been received here that the Indians in the Tulare valley are all anxious for peace and willing to go on reserves, and to be
removedffrom the settlements-all of Which, it is understood, is agreeable to the settlers; and it is thought that, if the proper steps are
taken, there will be no further hostilities.
I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
D. R. JONES,
Assistant Adjutant Ceneral.
Colonel T. J. HENLEY,
Superintendent of Indian Affairs,
San Francisco, California.
RICHARD ARNOLD,
True copy:
First Lieut. 3d Artillery, and A. .D. a.

No. 4.
EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT,

Sacramento City, California, June 17, 1856.
SIR: I herewith encloseVyou the copy of ai letter this day received
from John Cosby, major general sixth division California militia, who
is also a senator from that district, and a reliable gentleman. I know
him well, and can assure you he is no alarmist, neither one of those
who are desirous of precipitating a conflict between the whites and
Indians; but, on the contrary, during a prolon ged residence in that
portion of the State, has, by his influence, done much, very much, to
prevent such results. Please, as soon as possible, informmewhat
are the extent of resour-8>-,¢ at your command, and what immediate aid
can you, if any, render Lo our people who are now in that quarter
menaced with Indiant warfare. I have no desire to invoke the aid of
the State troops for this purpose, unless the regulars are insufficient
for the purpose. Unless you can send additional troops there, I much
fear the necessity will devolve on me to call out a volunteer force for
the purpose.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
JOHN N. JOHNSON.
JoHN E. WOOL, Major General,
Commanding Pacific Diviion U. S. A., Benicia.
D. R. JONES,
A true copy:

Assistant Adjutant General.
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No. 5.
HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF TITE PACIFIC,
Benicia, June 20, 1856.
SIR: In reply to your (communication of yesterday, received last
evening, I would observe that, from my last advices from Lieutenant
Colonel Buchanan, after whipping the Indians three times, when
some forty warriors were killed, and perhaps as many wounded, the
Indians were on Rogue river surrendering at discretion. He had at
that time in his possession two hundred, of whom sixty-five were able
to bear arms. The next day all those on Upper Rogue river were to
come in, except the old chief, John--his band and the Klamaths numbering twenty-six warriors. These are determined to die game. Old
John says he knows' the whites are determined to kill him and he
might as well die fighting as any other waY
The colonel apprehends no difficulty with the Indians on the lower
part of Rogue river. I anticipate that all the Indians in Rogue river
valley, except those above mentioned, are, or soon will be, on their
way to the coast reservation.
All the troops I have at my disposition at this time are engaged in
removing the Indians. Major Wyse is ordered to be stationed at Fort
Jones, and another company at Fort Lane, to watch old John and his
band. I do not believe, with prudent management, and some little
attention on the part of the superintendent of Indian affairs to the
Indians in northern California, you would have any difficulty with
them. The whites, however, when they desire it, can have war with
the Indians.
I am, sir, very respectftlly, your obedient servant,
JOHN E. WOOL,)
His Excellency J. N. JOHNSON,
Afajor General.
Governor of California, Sacramento city, Oalifownia.
A true copy:

D. R. JONES,
Assistant Adjutant General.

HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE PACIFIC,
Benicia, Cal., September 3, 1856.
COLONEL: Herewith I forward a copy of a letter, dated the 1T7th of
at Fort Miller,
August, from Lieutenant La- Rhett L. Livingston,
nre
lating to Indian affairs in that country. The Indians fled to Fort
Miller for protection. I ordered the officer in command not only to
,give them protection, but rations, until Colonel Henley, the superintendent of Indian affairs, arrived, who left for that region at my request. I have not heard of the result. I presume the difficulties
have been settled. A copy of Lieutenant Livingston's letter was sent
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to Colonel Henley, as also numerous complaints from officers in various parts of this State.
Ycry respectfully) your obedient servant,
JOHN E. WOOL,
Colonel SAMUEL COOPER,
Adj'utant Gen. U. S.

Major General.

A., Waashington city, D.

C.

FORT MILLER, CALTIFORNIA, August 1V, 1856.
SIR: Thea citizens of King's river, about twenty in number, prin-

cipally those living about the farm of Mr. William Campbell, known
as the Indian farm, on the 11th instant pursued some Indians who
had left the river for the mountains, and killed three meO and one
woman. They claim that the Indians stole a horse on the 10th instant belonging to Mr. Patterson, of the saime place; they demanded
the thief, and told thIe Indians that iflhe was not given up they would
kill them all. From these threats the Indians were frightened into
going into the mountains, but were firm in saying that none of them
had stolen the animal.
They attacked the camp as aforesaid on the morning of the 12th,
and then returned to the settlements. They destroyed all' the property'found in the camp, and took several Indian horses; these they
still hold as spoils of war.
It is a matter of great; doubt if Indians ever did steal the animal.
The chief said he would find out if it was stolen, and would give
some of his own"-hllorses to make up the loss. The whites, then, on
the 13th, at night, went to a, ranch of Indians on Dry creek, within
twelve dfmiles of this post, and, at daylight, burned and destroyed
everything they could find. The Indians had been notified of the intention of' the whites, and had' left for this post. Mr. Campbell, in
charge of the King's river Indian farm, knew of all this, and did not
notify me of it. The whites -probably used endeavors to prevent his
informing me, as he says they did. I knew nothing of it till the Indians came in for protection. It was the intention of the whites to
kill all the Indians. These are a well-disposed band of Indians;
raising some grain and vegetables, and not 'interfering with the
whites, that I have ever heard of. The whites justify this act on the
ground that some of the horses taken in the mountains belong to the
Dry creek Indians-that they were a part of the guilty ones. Before
going against these Indians, they gave Mr. Campbell notice that he
must remove every Indian from the Indian farm before a specified
time, or they would kill them. Mr. Campbell did not inform me of
this either,'but removed the Indians to this river, and visited me only
this morning.' Many Indians have come into the fort, and many
more will come. There are not supplies here'to feed theri all, and,
with at least a nominal Indian agent on either side, they are very
poorly- provided for. Many of the Indians who ran to the mountains
were those that were brought to the river during former troubles in
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Tulare colu'nty, and placed by proper authority on the fTarm. The
acts of the whites, so far, seem to me to be utterly lawless. Those
owning stWck on King's river allow the stock to feed upon the Indian's
acorns, and some oven say assist them to them.
'rho commanding officers of posts are not authorized, as I understand it, to make purchases for the support of' Indians, where there is
a well organized Indian department, whose business it is to attend to
the welfare of I Indians. The Indians mlust be fed and collected in
suitable spots, or they must be allowed to go to the mountains, where
they can collect their own food. In this latter case, every theft or
evil theat is committed will be charged to their account, and they will
be hunted and shot down. Several men on King's river haveVvorked
many Indians, reaping a considerable peccuniary benefit thereby, and,
in return, treated them worse than slaves ; this has ;caused a great
many jealousies among the whites, and is continually working evil.
I shall collect all the Indians living in the foot-hills, and threatened by the whites,,at the fort, for protection, till instructions can be
received fromi department headquarters. It is impossible, of course,
for me to give protection to every little band while scattered through
the country.
If the animal has been stolen, I shall be able to ascertain the fact,
and produce it, if possible.
The Indian agents have never fed or attended to one-tenth part of
the Indians here. Still the whites appropriate their country, and
drive them from it.
Respectfully,

obedient servant,
LA RHETT L. LIVINGSTON,
Lieut. 3d Artillery, Commanding Post.
Major W. W. MACKALL,
Ass't Aj' t General, Benicia, California.
Sir, your

HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE PACIFIC,
Benicia, California, November 3, 1856.
COLONEL: Herewith I have the honor to forward sundry communications and reports relating to Indian affairs in California, for the information of the lieutenant general commanding the army and the
Secretary of War.
First. A copy of Lieutenant Edwards' report, dated August 24,
1856, which states that about one thousand Indians, of all ages, are
fed at the so-called Nome Lackee reserve. Lieutenant Edwards was
stationed at the reserve for more than aw year.
Second. A copy of Lieultenant Colonel' Beale's report, dated September 29, 1856. The colonel states that he does not believe "there
are more than four hundred Indians on the reservation, including
women and children, and those at a rancheria, about four miles from

this post," but not on the reservation. The Indians on Ithis rancheria "do not generally depend upon the reservation for subsistence,
but cultivate small gardens, visit the mountains in -the fall of the
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year for wild fruit and game for their winter supplies. They are all
friendly and peaceable Indians, and will remain so, so long as they
are not molested by the whites." The colonel states that the exp senses of agents to look after these four hundred Indians amounts to
$1,065 per month. See his report.
:?hi'rd. A copy of Lieutenant Loeser's report, dated October 28,
1856. The Indians referred to in this report had been attacked by
the whites, who destroyed all'their stipplies, consisting principally of
acorns. During the absence of Colonel Henley, superintendent of Indian affairs at Washington, Governor Johnson, of California, through
Brigadier General Beale, former superintendent of Indian affairs,
made an arrangement with the Indians to remain at a place designated,
to be fed by an agent who was preserve and assented to the arrange
ment until Colonel Henley returned when the Indians, as promised,
would go to :any place lhe might select for their future residence. The
agent, however, refused to supply them with subsistence; consefluently the Indians, to avoid being attacked by the whites, movedd to
themilitary reservation, where I ordered them to be furnished with
subsistence until Colonel Henley should visit them. As soon as I
heard of his return, I urged him to visit those Indians, as set forth in
my letter to him, dated August 5, 1856, herewith forwarded.
The colonel visited that section of country, but probably for the
reasons set forth in Lieutenant Loeser's report, did not stop to see the Indians-500 in number, waiting with their chiefs to see him. The lieutenant reports about 504Indians 'on the Fresnofarm, a large part of them
house servants, and about 100 that receive benefit from the King's river
farm. The rents of these farms and the pay of agents to look after
the Indians must amount to a considerable sum.
The report, dated June, 1856, of Lieutenant Rundell, on Klamath
river, was transmitted through the headquarters of the army the 17th
June, 1856. This report shows that but little at that time had been
done for the Indians on the so-called Klamath reservation, but never
yet examined or recognized as such. Very little as yet has been done
for the Indians in northern 'California. About four hundred have
been stationed near the mouth of the Klamath. They were sent there
to prevent their being killed by the whites,: and for a time subsisted
by the Indian agent Whipple. A new agent, Mr. Patterson, refused
to give them more than fifty rations per day. Apprehensions being
entertained that these Indians would be compelled to return to their
hunting grounds for subsistence, which would be resisted by the
whites, I ordered subsi;stence to be furnished them by Lieutenant
Garber until the Indian, agent would supply them. I presume they
are at the present time furnished with rations by Lieutenant Garber.
It is much cheaper to feed than to fight them.
I also enclose a correspondence on the same subject between Senators John B. Weller and myself, dated October 4th and 5th, which
may claim attention.
By all which, I think it will be discovered that the Indian affairs
in California are not managed to the best advantage, neither on ac-
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count of the United States nor the Indians, All which is respectfully
submitted.
I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
JOHN E. WOOL,
AMajor GVeneral.
Lioutetnent Colonel Jj. THOMAS,
Assistant Adjutant General,
Headquarters of the ArlMy, New York City.
[Endorsoment.]
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The views of Major General Wool are approved and respectfully
submitted.
WINFIELD SCOTT.
BENICIA, CALIFORNIA,
August 24, 1856.
SIR: Agreeably to the direction of the commanding general, I have
the honor to report that the Indians upon the Nome Lackee reservation are apparently well fed; with regard to the quantity or quality
of food furnished themI have no positive information; I merely observed that the l)rincipal article issued was wheat, and in their season
such vegetables as were raised at the reserve.
The number of Indians permanently at the reserve, in iny estimation, may be set down at about one thousand of all ages.
I am, very respectfully, your obedientfservant,
JOHN EDWARDS, Jr.,
First Lieutenant 3d Artillery.
Major W. W. MACKALL, A. A. G.,
Hd'qrs Dep't of the Pacific, Benicia California.

HEADQUARTERS, FORT TEJON, CALIFORNIA,
September 29, 1856.
MAJOR: On my return to this post from San Francisco, I found that
Captain J. W. T. Gardiner, lst dragoons, had made a report, dated
the l1th instant, in reply to the instructions from the major general
commanding department of the Pacific, contained in your letter of
the 26th A ugust last, requiring a report in regard to the number of
Indians on the Tejon reservation. I fully concur in this report.
In reply to the major general's instructions, contained in a letter
from Major 0. Cross, qquartermaster United States army, dated the
20th, and received 26th instant, I have to state that, from information
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received from thle best source, I do not believe there are more than
four hufidrel Indians on the Tejon reservation, including~wo6men and
children, and those at a rancloeria situated about four milUC froms this
post, and between here and the reservation, Tlis ranchoria i's not on
the reservation, and' the Indians living thereon do not generally dopend upon the reservatioln1 for their sulbsistence; but cultivate: small
gardens, visit the mountains in the fall of the year for wild fruit and
game for their winter supplies. They are friendly and peaceable Indians, and no doubt will remain s0, so long as they arc, not molested
by designing whites,
There are about 'th ree thousand Indians inhabiting the country
between this post and the Four Creeks, a distance of about one hlundred and twenty miles; many of these Indians are very destitute, so
much so Ithat they are at many times coml)elled to steal cattle for their

subsistence.
I have been informed that the superintendent of Indian affairs in
Califor nia ha's directed Mr. Itidley to select a reservation for these
Indians in that vicinity. This gentleman was formerly enmployed on
the Tejon reservation, and I can truly, say that lhe is a very energetic
man, well acquainted with many of the lndians, and with their character generally. T know of no one better calculated to induce thle
Indians to conme on'and reside on this latter reservation, should it be
established. It will never do to use coerewive measures to induce them
to do so. The Indians must have the confidence of their agent. I
am well aware that in many instances this has not been the case.
I herewith subjoin a list of eniployes, with their compensation, now
on the Tejon reservation, viW:
Per month.

$250 00
J. R. Vineyard, agent
...........
150 00
..........
Thomas'Henley, clerk
100 00
One vaquero ....
..100 00
One blacksmith
.00 a
One sa(ldler ................................1.....0
75 00
..............
One cook .........
65 00
One gardener
...
I.....................
225 00
Three others, performing various duties, at $75 each .......
.

I ...............

......................

.

.

............

Total amount of compensation per month ............. ......... 1,065 00
There may be others employed, but6of this fact I have not been
able to ascertain. There has been raised on this reservation, during
the present year, about one thousand Jive hundred bushels of' wheat;
how much of this crop has been saved: I have not been able correctly
to ascertain, but if it has been properly secured, I am of opinion that
it will be sufficient to answer the wants of the Indians now on the
reservation. I will here state that there is also a ]Ahernzan employed
on this reservation. I do not know his compensation, but this I do
know, that it is an useless emnploy6, as the Indians generally catch
their own fish, and are much more successful in their piscatory employment than that of the white man; in fact, the squaws can beat
them in this amusement.
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Many Indians are employed in the quartermaster's department at
this post in excavating the foundations for the additional buildings,
and a greater number of them are employed by persons making adobes
for persons from whom they are pure ased by the assistant qulartermaster. This is a great saving to the government by thus employing
Indians as laborers, as they do not charge for their labor near as
much as3thie whites; and further, I am of' opinion, by thus employing them it gives them more confidence in the whites,.and has a great
tendency to make them, as well as others not thus employed, cease
committing depredations on the white settlements.
I would mlost respectfully refer the commanding general of the department of the Pacific to mny report on this subject dated August ii,
1855, from which he will be able to glean further information in relation to this subject. No material change in relation to the condition
of the Indians has taken place since the date of that report.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
B. L. 13EALL,
Lt. Col. 1st Dragoolls, commanndg post.
Maj. W. W. MAaKALL,
Ass't. Adj't. Gen. U. S. A., B3enicia Cal.
FORT MILLER, CALIFORNIA,
October 28, 1856.
SIR: In reply to your letter of August 21, 1856, I have to state
that the superintendent of Indian affairs (Col. Henley) did visit the
vicinity of this post (though not the immediate vicinity) about the
28th of August-that is, lie visited the Indian reservations on either
side of this place. I was not informed of his visit till he had left for
San Friancisco.
The Indians from King's river were on this river at the time of h1is
visit, and were not taken back to their ownl homes till three days ago.
I did not see Col. Ienley. I learned fromt his sub-agent, Mr. -Campbell, that lie:said ' lhe (lid not intend longg anythlinfg %vith the Indians till after lie saw how tbe next election Went."
At the time Col. Henley passed near this place many Indians wvero
here, and wished very much to see him. Among them was the mnountain tribe that the whitest had thle late disturbances with. The number was, in all, five hundred.
In reply to youir letter of Septenlber 20, I have to say, on the
Fresno farni there was not to exceed fifty Indians at the time I was in
Benicia, a large part of them house servants. On thfe King's river
farm there was not at the same time to exceed one hundred Indians
ever receiving benefit from thle farm.
All the Indians in this country, as far as I can learn, are in a state
of great destitution.
[ am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

LUCIEN LOESEIR,
1st Lieut. 3d Reg. Art. com. post.

M10. W. W. MACKALL,
Ass't. Adj't. Gen., Benicia, Cal.
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HEADQUARTM3 DEPARTMENT OF Tl PAOIFIc,
Benicia, Auguet 5, 1856.
SIR: Since I transmitted the Copy of Mr. Gorge's letter, the gens
eral has learned from General Beale that, by the treaty made by im
with the Indians in and about Tulare valley, the Indians were to be
fed on the grounds designated by General Beale until the superintendent of Indian affairs designated other places, and, on these latter
places, were to be fed as long as the necessity of the case demanded. By
Mr. Gorge's letter, it appears that your agents (and some of them
were present and consenting to the treaties) refuse to feed these people,
and the peace of the State is again endangered. It is said that there
are 60,000 Indians in Californla, and not more than 2,000 of these on
reservations; and on those 2,000 and the employs of your department the whole of'the large appropriation for Indian akairsin this
State is expended. To this state otaffairs the general bids me to call
y Iour attention, and to say that a few hundreds of dollars judiciously
expended on such treaties as above referred to, would go far towards
the preserving of peace and saving of blood and treasure. HIe hopes
you may find it convenient to visit these Indians, examine for yourself,
and preserve the peace.
I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
W. W. MACKALL,
Acting Adjutant General.
T. J. HENIi, Esq.,
Superintendent of Indian Afaimr, San Francisco, Cal'a.
True COPY:
RICHARD

ARNOLD,
1et Lieut. 3d Artillery,
A. D. C.
SAN FRANCISCO, CAMFORNIA,
October 4, 1856.
MY DEAR GENERAL: With much regret I learn the military forces
have been withdrawn from the principal Indian reservations in this
State. I have do doubt much good has resulted heretofore from their
restraining influences; and where Indians of different tribes, strangers
to each other, of a nature wild, and accustomed to no restraints of
life, are thrown together, surrounded even remotely by white population, troubles and serious difficulties must ensue, and a powerful
restraining influencelshould be constantly at hand. I earnestly hope
some measures may be speedily adopted, in this regard, which will
prevent the enactment of scenes of hostility and bloodshed between
the Indians and our white population, such as have already cast some
stain upon our State, and occasioned large expenditures of money.
I trust you may find it in your power to afford the necessary means
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to protect the Indian reservations from the terrible consequences of
an outbreak.
With high consideration and esteem, your obedient servant,
JOHN B. WELLER.
Major General JoHN E. Wool,,
Commanding Pacifc Divimon, U. S. Army.
True copy:
ItICHARD ARNOLD,
18t Lieut. 3d Artillery, A. D. C.

HEADQUARTERS DJEPARTMENT OF THE PACIFIC,
Benidta., Catlifornia, October 5, 1856.
MY DEAR COLONEL: I had the honor to receive last evening your
communication of the 4th0 instant, in which you say, " with much
regret you learn the military forces have been withdrawn from the
principal reservations in this State."
A piece of land, although it may be called an Indian reservation,
does not become so until surveyed, metes and bounds given, embracing
a certain number of' acres, "and submitted to the commanding officer
and by him' approved" and "declared to be an Indian reserve, so
that all Indians and whites, troops inclusive, may know the exact
limits thereof." We have but one such reserve in California, and
that is at Tejon. If there is not a military post established on it, it
is because th;e present superintendent of' Indlian affairs did not wish
to have one there, and recommended to have it placed where it is,
some fifteen miles distant. He, no doubt, will furnish you with the
reasons which induced him to desire the post elsewhere than on the
reservation.
The Nome Lackee tract, although it is two years since it was examined with reference to the location of an Indian reserve, has not
been surveyed, nor its metes and bounds given, with the number of
acres, nor approved, as prescribed by law and regulations, and therefore cannot in any wise be considered an Indian reservation, and consequently the military could have no more right to interfere with a
white man on the so-called Nome Lackee reserve than they would have
in the city of Benicia or San Francisco.
Being a citizen of California, a senator of the United States, and a
lawyer, you, no doubt, are aware that the Indians and whites in
California are subject to and amenable to the laws of the State. B
these laws the occupants of the Nome Lackee tract must be govern,
until the superintendent of Indian affairs complies with the law and
regulations creating reservations.
Colonel Henley reported to me some lime since that a reservation
had been declared and approved, by the President of the United States,
at Mendocino, and requested me to send some troops there, as he was
about to settle some Indians on the tract designated as a reserve. As
soon as the tract is surveyed, the metes and bounds given, with the
number of acres, and the same approved, I will establish a military
post on it, if it should be required: If Colonel Henley has any other
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tracts which:he calls reserves, ttheyhave not been reported to me, at
least, not with reference to examination and approval.
With the foregoing remarks, allow me to ask, can the United States
exercise exclusive jurisdiction over Indian reserves before the State
surrenders its jurisdiction by cession? A general law was passed by
the legislature of California ceding to the United States, in certain
cases jurisdiction. This law is considered too general and not sufficiently specific, and therefore invalid. I should be glad of your
opinion on the subject if you feel authorized to give it, I ask it because it is an important qtiestioh, and ought to be settled before military posts are established on reserves without the jurisdiction of the
State being first ceded to the United States, Without the precautions
suggested, officers stationed on reserves might become involved in great
difficulties and mulct in heavy penalties. Under these circumstances
as it appears to me, the military would have no right to expel a white
man from the reserve, nor to interfere with him even if he should
take from the reserve one or more squaws, or one or more. Indian
children. In such cases the civil law of the State would be invoked
to prevent the evil, and not the military. The same remarks are
equally applicable to Indians, who are alike punishable for offences
committed under the lawvs of the State. California
n is in no respect
considered an Indian country, and therefore the military have no control over whites or Indians, excepting only where jurisdiction is ceded
to the United States for such purposes. 1, however, have never failed
to protect ard (lfend the whites when attacked by Indians.
To conclude, I hold it strictly correct, and in accordance with th
Con8stitution of the United States and the institutions of the country,
that the military is ever to be s8lbordirlate to the civil, and never to
assume any power not clearly and specifically defined and authorized
by law or regulations. In this, as you are a law-abiding senator, I
feel assured 'not only of your apl)proval, but that of the President of
the United States'
With considerations of the' lligfhest respect and esteeMn, I aum, very
respectfully, your obedient servant,
JOHN E. WOOL, Major General.
JoI[N
B. WELLER,
lion.
Senator of the United States, San Francisco, Cal.
P. S. I do not apprehend any outbreak on the part of the Indians.
As soon as three companies of dragoons arrive,: which are expected ill
all this month from New Mexico, I have ordered a company to take
post at Fort Reading; on its arrival at that post I will be able to
furnish any assistance that may be needed to restrain the'Indians on
the so-called Nome Lackee reserve. I have no power, however, to
restrain the whites if they choose to make war on the Indians.

W.

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR,

November

5,

1856.

SIR:0 The Commissioner of Indian Affairs informs me that General
Wool has withdrawn the United States troops from the Indian reser-
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vations in California, for the reason that the outlines of the reservations have not yet been surveyed; a n(l, in reply, I have Suggested
the expediency of having the requisite surveys imade as early as practicable. It is important, however, that in the meantime ouIr agents
should be under the protection of the troops; and I have the honor
respectfully to request that such instructions may be issued to the
commanding officer in that region as will secure that object, if it can
be done with propriety.
I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

:on.
DAR.
jEFFFR~o
Hon. JEFFFJRSON
DAVIS,

MoCLELLAND, Secretary.

Secretary of War.

WAR DEPARTMENT,:
Washington, November 19, 1856.
SiR:: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of
the 5th instant, stating that you have been informed by th1e Commissioner of Indian Affairs that General Wool had withdrawn' the
troops from the Indian reservations in California, and asking that the
protection of the troops may be afforded to the Indian agents in that
State.
In reply, I have to inform you that, at the (date of the latest
returns received at this department, the troops were stationed on the
Tejon and Klamath reservations, but that they were withdrawn from
the Nome Lackee reservation on the 7th August last.
A copy of your letter will, however, be sent to the commander on
the Pacific coast, with instructions to furnish the protection desired,
if the exigencies of the service will permit.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
JEFF'N DAVIS,

11on. R. MOCLELLAND,
Secretary of the Interior.

Secretary of War.

ADJUTANT GENERAL'S OFFICE,
W8astington, December 4, 1856.
GE NERAL: I have the honor herewith to transmit a copy of a letter
addressed by the Secretary of the Interior, under date of November 5,
1856, to the Secretary of War, in relation to the withdrawal of the
troops from the lands set apart for the Indians in California.
Theo Secretary of War desires that, if the exigencies of the public
service within the limits of your command will permit, you extend
military protection to such Indian reservations in California as may
be perfected according to law and the instructions heretofore conveyed
to the commander of the department of the Pacific upon this subject.
I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
S. COOPER, Adjutant General.
Brevet Major General J. E. WOOL, U. S. A.,
Commanding Department of the Pacific, Benicia, Cal,
H. Ex. Doe. 76 10
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III,
Indian alffair8 in Wcshington and Oregon Tem'torio.
Governor Curry to the Secretary of War, February 22, 1855, transmitting copy of resolution of Oregon legislature, January 27, 18565.
Adjultant General 'of thle Department of the Pacific to Captain A.
J. Smith, May 14, 1855.
General Wool to MaJor G.4J. Rains, May 24, 1855.
Same to same, May 24, 1855.
Adjutant General of Oregon to the Adjutant General of the United
States army, October 24, 1855, tranilmittingr copies of orders to Oregon mounted volunteers.
Governor Stevens to thbeSecretary of War, May 23, 1856.
General Wool to headquarters of thie army, June 3, 1856, transnitting copy of' proceedings of' meetings of thle bar and citizens of
Pierce county, Washington Territory, relative to the arrest of Judge
Lander, May 7, 1856.
Governor Stevens to the Secretary of War, June 8, 1856, enclosing
copy of letter of William Oraig, Indian agent, to Governor Stevens,
May 227, 1856,.
Governor Stevens to the Secretary of War, July 7, 1856.
Secretary of War to the Secretary of the Interior, September 3,
1 8556.
Governor Stevens to the Secretary of War, July 24, 1856.
Secretary of War to Governor Stevens, September 3, 1856.
Govelrnor Stevens to the Secretary of War, August 14, 1856,
Enclosilg copies OfLetter of Lieutenant Colonel 13. F. Shawv, Washington Territory
volunteers, to Governlor Stevens, July 12, 1856, with
Records IIf talk" with NCJez Perc(6 Indians, at Mill Creek, Jully
11, 185S6.:
Records6of "talk" with Nez Perce Indians, at Lapwai, July
14, 1856.
Records of' "talk" with Nez Perce Indians, at Lapwai, July
28, 1856.
General Orders, No. 6, (Washington Territory volunteers.)
Report of Lieultenant Colonel B. F. Shaw, of an engagement with
Indians'at Grande Ronde, dated July 24, 1856.
Report of, Doctor Burns, of killed and wounded, July 24, 1856.
Extract of a letter of Lieutenant Colonel B. F. Shaw, Washington
Territory volunteers, to Governor 1. -1. Stevens, July 26, 1856.
Colonel F. R. (Cornelius, Oregon mountedl vo'lunteers, to Governor
Curry, in reply to charges of General Wool, June 13, 1856.
Governor Curry to thie Secretary Wai, August 14, 1856,
lunclosing copies ofA Notice to settlers in Walla-Walla and Umatilla valleys, by Indian Agent Olney, October 12, 1855.
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Letter of Major G. J. Rains to chief of Yakima Indians, November 13, 1856.:
Letter of Narcisse Raymond to the commanding officer at Fort
Walla-Walla, November 14, 1855.
Letter of Assistant Surgeon J. R, Bates, Oregon mounted volunteers. Statement relative to the death of' Pu-Pu-Mox-Mox,
June 19, 1856.
Letter of' Lieutenant Colonel James Kelly, Oregon mounted volunteers. Statement relative to the death of Pu-Pu-Mox-Mox,
January 15, 1856.
Letter of Lieutenanit Charles B. Pillow, Oregon mounted volunteers. Statemnent relative to the death of Pu-Pu-Mox-Mox,
June 16, 1846.
Letter of Captain A. V. Wilson, Oregron Pmounted volunteers.
Statement relative to the (leath of Pu-P-IMox-Mox June 16,
1856.
of Captain D. Layton, Oregon mounted volunteers. StateLetter
ment relative to the death of Pu-Pul-Mox-Mox, June 18),1856.
Proccedlings of' court-martial tit Camp Cornelius, March 6, 1856.
Letter oft Governor Curry to Colonel G. Wright, United States
nrmy ,May 10, 1856.
Letter of Lieuten'ant H. L. Abbot, United States army, to Governor Curry, November 20, 1855.
General Orders, No. 7, (Washington Territory volunteers,) October
30, 1856.
General Wool lo headquarters of thle army,. November 1, 1856.
Salme to same, November 3, 1856,
Enclosing co)pies ofLetter of Lieutenant Colonel S. Casey to Assistant Adjutant General Pacific Department, October 21, 185)6.
Samne to Governor Stevenls, October 20, 1856.
Letter of Governor Stevens to Lieutenant Colonel S. Casey, October 20, 1856.
Letter of' Lietutonant Colonel S. Casey to Governor Stevens, October 21, 1856.
General Wool to headquarters of the army, November 19, 1856,
Enclosing copies ofLetter of' -Colonel G. Wright to Lieutenant Colonel S. Casey,
July 23, 1856.
Letter of' Governor Stevens to same, October 30, 1856.
Letter of Lieutenant Colonel S. Casey to Governor Stevens, November 2, 1856.
Letter of Lieiutenant Colonel S. Casey to Assistant Adjutant General Pacific Department, October 29, 1856.
Sallme to same, November 2, 1856.
Letter of' the Assistant Adljutiant General Department of the Pacific to Lieutenant Colonel S. Casey, November 19, 1856.
General Wool to headquarters of the army, November 19, 1856,
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Enclosing copies ofLetter of Colonel G. Wright to Assistant Adjutant General Pacific Department, October 30, 1856.
IOctober 31, 1856.
Same to same,
Same to same, October 31, 1856.
Letter of H. D. Wallen to General Wool, November 12, 1856,
Extract from Steilacoom Herald, November 17, 1856, with remarks of General Wool.
Governor Stevens to the Secretary of War, November 21, 1856.
Same to same, November 21, 1856.
Same to same, November 21, 1856,
Enclosing copy ofLetter of Governor Stevens to General Wool, May 22, 1855.

General Wool to headquarters of the army, December 3, 1856,
Enclosing copies ofLetter of Goyernor Stevens to Lieutenant Colonel S. Casey, November 4,1856.
Letter of Lieutenant Colonel S. Casey to Governor Stevens, November 6, 1856.
Same to Assistant Adjutant General Pacific Department, November 11, 1856.
Same to same, November 18, 1866.
Governor Stevens to the Secretary of War, December 6, 1856.
General Wool to headquarters of the army, December 18, 1856,
Enclosing copies ofLetter of Lieuitenant Colonel S. Casey to Assistant Adjutant
General Pacific Department, December 1, 1856.
Letter of Lieutenant J. Nugen to Captain S. Swartwout, United
States navy, November 18, 1856.
Report of Captain S. Swartwout, United States navy, of an engagement with Indians at Port Gamble, November 23, 1856.
Assistant Adjutant General Pacific Department to Lieutenant
Colonel S. Casey, December 17, 1856.
General Wool to headquarters of the army, December 18, 1856,
Enclosing copies ofLetter of Captain J. Stewart to Assistant Adjutant General Pacific Department, November 25, 1856.
Letter of Assistant Adjutant General Pacific Department to Captain J. Stewart, December 16, 18506.
Same to T. J. Henley, superintendent Indian affairs, December
17, 1856.
General Wool to headquarters of the artmly, January 3, 1857,
Enclosing copy ofLetter of Assistant Adjutant General Pacific Department to
Brevet Lieuttenant Colonel E. J. Steptoe, January 1, 1857.
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TERrTORY OF ORMON, EXECUTIVE OFFICE,
Salem, February 22,' 18656.
SIR: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your communication of the 2d ultimo.
The legislative assembly of the Territory', at the recent session,
contemplated the authorizing of an expedition, by voluntary enrolment on the part of our citizens, to afford protection along the iimmigrant trails conducting into the settlements of Oregon, and to
apprehend the perpetrators of the massacre of American citizens near
Fort Boise, on the 20th of August last; but a copy of your communicationf of the 27th November last, to General Lane, in reference to
the subject, having been brought to their knowledge, they abandoned
the proposed expedition, and adopted a resolve, a copy of' which I
herewith enclose.
-I would again respectfully urge the necessity of a military establishment at or near Fort Boise, as the proper base for any and all
operations against the hostile Indians of the surrounding country.
I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
GEO. L. CURRY,
Governor of Oregon.
Hon. JEFFERSON DAVIS,
Secretary of War.

Resolved by the legislative assembly of the Territory of Oregon, That

the governor is hereby directed to correspond' with General Wool, and
also with Colonel Bonneville, relative to the number and kind of
available troops to be sent out against the Snake Indians; and if, in
his judgment, the 'regular forces are insufficient to meet the exigencies
of the occasion, he shall call out such number of volunteers, and
prescribe such rules and regulations for their action as he may deem
best.
Passed the house of representatives, January 27, 1855.
Passed the council, January 29, 1855.
L. F. CARTER,
Speaker of House of Representatives.
JAMES K. KELLY,
President of the Council.

HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF TILE PAOIFIC,
Benicia, May 14, 1855.
SIR: Brevet Major E. H. Fitzgerald left this post the 10th instant,
with about forty men and horses, for Fort Lane. The commanding
general directs that, as soon after his ar rival as possible, you fit out
an expedition to march towards Fort Boise. The first object of the
expedition will be to protect the .immigrants en route to Oregon and
Washington Territories. If it should be practicable, without delaying
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the return of the troops too late in the season, the general desires tbat
an attempt shall be made to capture or punish the authors of the outrage cofirtnitted last faIll upon immigrants by a body of' Snake Indians,
called Winknes-tes. The :expedition will be commanded either by
yourself or Brevet Major E, H. Fitzgerald, at your discretion, and the
general leaves it to you to dcterryline how far the expedition shall proceed. The general also wishs to have such a sketch and notes of the
route travelled over as the circumstances of the march will permit to
be prepared.
I am, sir, very respectf'llly, your most obedient servant,
E. D. TOWNSEND,

Adjutant General.
8,-Assistant
J.
A.
;aptffli
Captain ;A. J. SUITH,
Ffirst Dragoons,

Commanding Fort Lane, 0.

T.

MAY 24) 1855.
Major G. J. Rains will personally superintend the fitting out of
the expedition above directed. He will see that everything is provided
necessary to make it efficient, and give such instructions as vill insure,
as far as may be practicable, all tleo objects contempl]ated.
Thle country bordering on the Columbia river and its branches, and
Puget Sound, will be considered a district under his cominand anid su-

pervision.

W
Major G. J. RAINS,

E. WOOL,
T~~~~~~OHN'
Major General.

Commandingfourth regiment infantry.

HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF TIE PACIFIC,
Vancouver, W. T., May 24, 1855.
SIR: You will fit out an expedition b6r a campaign in the Snake
River country, among the Wehinnas Indians, for the purpose Jf giving
protection to immigrants " en route " to Oregon and -California from
the eastern States, and, if practicable, to obtain and bring to justice
the Indians of that tribe who massacred the immigrants last season at
or near Fort Boise. The troops for the expedition will number at least
one hundred effective men, and as many more as can be spared, and
will be taken from the artillery and infantry now at forts Vancouver
and Dalles,: all to bbemounted and equipped on horses, now in the
quartermaster's. department at those posts.
The following detail of officers is suggested for the command.
1. Brevet Major G. 0. Haller, 4th infantry, commanding.
2. Captain D. A. Russell, 1st Lieut. H. Dryer, and 2d Lieut. H. 0.
Hodges, commanding the infantry.
3. 2d Lieut. E. H. Day, and BWevet 2d Lieutenant A. Gracie, jr.,
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in charge of artillery, two howitzers and travelling forge, with equip.
ments.
4, 1st wieut. H. Dryer, 4th infantry, A. A. Q. M. and A. A. 0. S.
Plupplies ior three and a half months to be taken, and tho expedition
to leave as early as practicable, say about the 15th of June next. Two
howitzers (mouintuinj) and fifty rounds of ammunition to be taken, with
a pack saddle: and affixtures Tor one to be carried along in a wagon,
and twvo hundred rounds' of musket and rifle cartridge per man. It is,
However, loft to, the discretion of Ljieut. Day and his commftlanding
officer to carry the howitzer in themanner they may deem most proper. TTwenty long-rango rifles will accompany the expedition, and
be put into the hands of. selected men, toni to each colnpany. Assistant
Surgeon J. J. Milban will accompany the command, and will obtain
the necessary medicines and hospital stores from this post.
Liclut. G. H. Mendell will also accompany the expedition for reconnoisance of'tile country, reporting the results, through the commanding officer of this 1)ost, to the headquarters of the Pacific department,
at Fort Vancouver until-further
ol
and on his return will remain duty
orders. The quartermaster's department at the two posts w41ll furnish
the necessary transportation for provisions andi other supplies, with
horses and miles for tlhe officers and men.
The commandant of the regiment will order the necessary officers
to take charge of thle POSt at the Dalles until the expedition returns.
I am, siir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
JOHN E. WOOL,
Major General.
Major E. 3. RAINS.
41h infantry, commanding, &£c., Fort Vancouver, W. T.

01EGON, ADJUTANT GENERAL's OFFIcE,
Portland, October 24, 1855.
SIR: I have the honor herewith to enclose certain pal)ers, which I
deem it my duty to forward to you, relating, to an Indian war now
raging in this Territory.
The intelligence of the late engagement of Major Haller with the
United States troops under his command, against thIe Yakima Indians,
in the vicinity of Fort Dalles, has doubtless reached your office by the
last steamer, and apprized you of the serious and threatening nature
of Indian hostilities in this quarter.
The reports and letters ot' the governor of this Territory, George
L. Curry, which go out by the same mails with this, will fully alp)prize
the Departments at Washington city of the character of the wvar and
of the military force called into the field in this country against the
combined hostile tribes-comprising the Yakima, Palouse, Clikitat,
Walla-Walla, Cayuse, Des Chute, Umatilla, and other tribes ini the
north, and the Rogue River, Kilamath, Shasta, and other bands in
the south.
TERRITORY
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The extent and number of those hostileitribes which have joined
the confederation against the whites is at this time not fully known,
Copies of newspapers published in this place, and herewith sent,
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will give the particulars of these hostilities more fully than time will
permit at the present to give.
TPhe rough draught from which was taken the accompanying sketch of
theitheatre of the war on the north, has been furnished by an old
mountaineer and agent of the Hudson Bay Company, and may be
rolled upon as very correct.
Of the progress of the war and its termination, I will endeavor to
keep you fully advised. Meanwhile, allow me to ask for instructions
in :t~e further duties of the office of which I am the incumbent.
I am, very 'respectfully, your obedient servant,
E. M. BARNUM,
General of Oregon.
General SAMUEL COOPzR,
Adjutant G6neral, U. S. A.

GAdjutant

GENERAL ORDER No. 1.
HEADQUARTERS, ADJUTANT GENERAL'S OFFIOE,
Portland, 0. t., October 15, 1856.
at
market
will
You
SIR:
prices, the following articles,
purchase,
and in such quantities as are herein given, for the use of the troops
called into service by proclamation of the governor of Oregon Territory, dated Portland, 0. T., October 11, 1855. You will purchase
such articles, to be approved and accepted by yourself, and upon the
condition' that the payment for the same will be made from appropriation made by the Congress .of the United States, to be applied to defrayingt the expenses of the campaign under said proclamation, viz:
1,000 horses and mules; 400 saddles and bridles; 1100 -pack-saddles
and rigging; 300 guns; 2,000 pounds buckshot; 2,000 pounds Beek's
rifle powder:; 3,000 pounds bar lead; 100 revolvers; 100 pounds percussion caps; 300 powder flasks and shot pouches,; 10 coils lasso rope.
Forage for 30 days fortall animals procured; also stationery, as required by the several departments of this regiment. Also,
1,600 heavy blankets; 1,000 heavyflannel shirts; 1,000 pairs pants;
1,000 pairs shoes,; 1,000 pairs socks; 200 iron or tin 6-quart camp
kettles; 200 tin 2-quart coffee pots ; 1,000 tin pint cups; 1,000 tin
plates; 1,000 sheath-knives; 200 tin 8-quart pans; 25 camp tents; 50
axes, with handles; 100 hatchets, with handles.
And you will forward all of the said ammunition, one-half of the
horses and mules, saddles, and camp equippage, clothing, &c., to the
Dalles at the earliest possible despatch; Sand the remainder of said supplies you will retain at this point, Portland, to await further orders,
and report to this department.
By command of the governor:
E. M. BARNUM,
Adjutant General.
A.
ZIEDER,
A. ZIEQER,
Assistant Quartermaster General.
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GENERAL ORDER No. 2.

HEADQUARTERS ADJUTANT GENERAL'S OmFoIE,
Portland, 0. T., October 15, 1855.
M. M. McCarver, commissary general, will be prepared to furnish
subsistence for at least thirty days for the entire command which has

been called into the field by proclamation of the governor, dated 11th

October, 1865.

Meanwhile he will have ample time to procure further supplies, if
the campaign be prolonged beyond that number of days, an de will
hold himself in readiness for that purpose upon further orders from this
office.
By command of the governor:
E. M. BARNUM,

Adj't General.

GENERAL ORDER No. 3.

HEADQUARTERS ADJUTANT GENERAL'S O ORE,
Portland, 0. T., October 15, 1855.
By proclamation of the governor this day made, two battalions of
mounted volunteers have been called for from southern and middle
Oregon, for the purpose of suppressing Indian hostilities in those sections of our country; and in view of the probable concert of action
among the tribes upon both our northern and southern borders, it is.
indispensably necessary that a free communication should be kept open
between the Rogue river and Willamette valley.
The officers who may be chosen to the command of these battalions,
as soon as they are mustered into the fielil, will therefore employ their
respective commands in protecting the settlements in those sections
from which they have been raised, and atbthe same time will keep open
the line of communication between the Uriqua and Rogue River valleys.
Their movements for those objects must necessarily be left very much
to their own discretion. For the purpose of effectually chastising those
savages who have perpetrated the merciless outrages in their midst,
they will treat all Indians as enemies who do :not show unmistakable
signs of friendship, and deal with them accordingly; and they will
also bear in mind that, so far as is practicable., a concert of-action will
be maintained with the' United States forces that may be engaged in
that section of the Territory.
Noa change in the plan of operations for carrying on a vigorous war
against: the Indians at the north will be made in consequence of the
call for battalions from the; south.
The commanding officers will keep this office fully advised, from
time to time, of their operations and success.
By order of the governor:
E. M. BARNUM,
Adj't General.
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GENERAL ORDER No. 4.

TEREITORY OF OREGON,
Ileadquartern, Portland, October 16, 1855.
The regiment of Oregon mounted volunteers, authorized by the
Proclamation of :the governor of thle Territory, of thelb 1th day of
October instant,' for tho 8supressionl of Indian hostilities onl tile
northern frontier, will establish its base of operations at the Dalles
of the Collubia, and w%ith till possible despaitch enter tle enemy's
country, secture indemnity for the past, and conquer it lasting jibace
for thoefuture. The means necessary to effect thle olbject of the calpaign will be left very iucllh to the l')rutlenfe, skill, alnd experience of
thle colonel in commanllId of' thle regimnent, who will, as flhr 4as practicable, co operate with the conmiianding officer of the United Statas
troops, which now are or may hereafter be in the field.
Great care will be taken not to confound frlien(ly withhostile
Indians ; but unmistakable evidence of friendship will bo required of
any of the Indians within the field of the regiment's operations, or
they will bo treate(l as confederated with those openly in arms. As
far as possible, under the circumstances of the case, respect will bo
paid to theplroperty of the enemy, and the campaign conducted to a
successful issue withl that huInanity Which should characterize a
brave and powerful people in. the infliction: of merited chastisement
upon a treacherous and savage, foe. Trle chief's of tile commissary
and quartermaster's department ts Will make such arrangements immediately as are necessary to promote the efficiency of' the regimenilt
for n campaign of three iontl]s' d(luration.
The surgeon of thle regilmnt will orgalnize the medical department,
an(l report to the coinmaftding officer of the regimntent.
By the governor
E. M. BARNUM,

Adjutant General.

GENERAL OEI)ER No. 6.

HIEADQUARUTE.S ADJUITANT GENERAL'S OFFICE,
Portland, 0. T., October 16, 1855.Commissary General M. M. McCarvem' Avill proceed without delay
to southern Oregon, and make all necessary arrangements to subsist
the two battalions called for by proclamnation of the 15th. October,
1855.
He will: inculcate the necessity, on tile )art of his subordinates, of
the exercise of perspicuity and carefulness in :the records of all official
transactions, and of the utmost prudence and economy in purchasing
the supplies that may ba:requisite for the war.
By command of the governor:
E. M. BARNUM,

Adjutant General.
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GENERAL ORDER No. 0.

HEAI)QUARTERS ADJUTANTGENERAI,'S OFFICE,
Portland, 0. !T., October- 16u 1855.
Quartermaster General John F. Miller is required, vitholtt (lelay, to
make thle necessary arrangements fior insuringl efficiency andl desbatoh
ll
ar
amnition
and other supin his (lepartment in frtlslling thlleV
plies which nmfty )0 re:qulired by thle volunteer force callold into the
service to stlUit)lrcss Indian hostilties by proclaimatioll of the governor
of thle 15th October, 1855.
lie3 Avill :inculicato thle necessity, on tile pare of his stibordilnates, of
the oexerciekof perspicuity anlll carefulness in keeping theo records of
all official transactions, atn(l of the utmost pruldenco and economy in
purchasing the suI)1)liOS that may be requisite.
By commnland of' tile governor:
E. M. BARNUM,

Adjultant Genzeral.

GENE AL ORDER No. 7.

'riJR1LTORY OF OImwaON,

Iicadquartcr, Portland, October 17, 1835.
Hostile Ind(liAns in stalg1 ing parties, are reported to hlave recently
d
Paase1and. repassed. the Cascade Inoulltails I)y thle iiz1
therefore
d(eticlellne'lit
D"I)
it
of
constitllto
vill
111CAn(1
"'
CoMpallies
(Ii
I(l
imlo
regiment
of
Oregon
monte(lI
roceedl
I
tely
voltunte.s,
thle
to t)le Dalles of thle Columniiibia by that road, and. report to the entior
officer Of the regimlnent there,
All nfdlians that imay be encolinterled on tile March Wvill furnish tinmistakable evi(lence of friewndlship, or be treated. as enemies.
Onl tile line or march tile detachillent evil afford every assistance
and protection to our citizens and. their property.
By the governor:
E. M. B1ARNU1'I,

Adjutant General.

GENERAL ORDER No. 8.

TERRITORY orF OREGON,
lleadquarters, Portland, October 18, 1855.
The urgency for a force at tile Dalles of the Columbia imposes a
necessity for the almost celerity on the part of the troops authorized
by the proclamation of the 11th of October instant; forty-eight horses
only will therefore be allolvwed to each company of the reginietit of
Oregon mounted volunteers at rendezvous after being lustered into
service.

'1t6
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At the Dalles, facilities will be afforded for con1meting the equip.
ments of any company unavoidably compelled to leave the rendezvous
without being fully equipped within the time allowed by this order.
By the governor:
E. M. BARNUM,

A4jutlant General.
GENERAL ORDER No. 9.

TERRITORY OF OREGON,
Headquarters, Portland, October 19, 1855.
Companies "E " and " F" of the regiment of Oregon mounted
volunteers will constitute a detachment, and proceed to the Dalles of
the Columbia forthwith, by way of the mouth of the Sandy, and
report to the senior officer of the regiment there.
All Indians that may be encountered onn the march will furnish
unmistakable evidence of friendship, or be treated as enemies.
On the line of march the detachment will afford every assistance and
protection to our citizens and their property.
By the governor:
E. M. BARNUM,
.XAdjutant General.
GENERAL ORDER No. 10.
TERRITORY OF OREGON,
.Headquarters, Portland, October 20, 1855.
Information having been received that armed parties have taken the
field: in southern Oregon, with the avowed purpose of waging a war
of extermination against the Indians in that section of the Territory
and have slaughtered, without respect to age or sex, a friendly band of
Indians upon their reservation, in despite of the authority of' the Indian agent :and the commanding officer of the United States troops
stationed there, and contrary to the peace of the Territory, it is
therefore ordered that the commanding officer of' the battalion authorized by the proclamation of the' governor of the 16th day of October,
instant, will enforce the disbanding of all armed parties not duly
enrolled into the service of the Territory by virtue of said proclamation.
The 'force called into service'- fbr the suppression of Indian hostilities in the Rogue: River and Uriqila valleys, and chastisement of the
hostileparty of Shasta, Rogue River and other Indians now menacing
the settlements in southern Oregon, is deemed entirely adequate to
achieve the object of' the campaign ; and tle utmost confidence is reposed in the citizens of that part of, the Territory that they will support
and maintain the authority of thle executive by cordially co-operating
with the commanding officers of the territorial forces, the commanding
officers of the United States troops, and the special agents of the
Indian department in Oregon.
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A partisan warfare against any bands of Indians withiin our borders
or OnS our frontiers is pregnant only with mischief, and will be viewed
withAdlistrust and disapprobation by every citizen who values the peace
and good order of the settlements, It will receive no countenance or
support from the executive authority of the Territory.
By the governor:
E. M. BARNUM,

AlJutani General.

GENERMAL ORDER No. 11.
TERRITORY OF OREGON:

Headquarters, Portland, October 20, 1855.
So much of "General Order No. 9," heretofore issued to companies
"IE" and "IF," regiment of Oregon mounted volunteers, directing
said companies to proceed to the Dalles of the Columbia, by way of
the mouth of the Sandy, is hereby recalled.
They will hold themselves in readiness, on and after the morning of
the 21st instant, to proceed to the Dalles of the Columbia, 'by way of
the Willamntte Land Colllmbia rivers, as far as the Cascades, on steamboats provided for their transportation, and from thence as indicated
in General Order No. 9.
At the Dalles the detachment will report to the senior officer of the
regiment.
By command of the governor:
E. M. BARNUM,
hi"
SAdjutant General.
UTo COMMANDING OFFICER$ OF COMI'ANP E "E" AND "F."

GENERAL ORDER No. 12.

TERRITORY OF OREGON,
Headquarters, Portland, October 22, 1856.
Company G of regiment of Oregon mounted volunteers will proceed, immediately upon receipt of' this order, to the mouth of the
Sandy, and there await translportation to the Cascades; from thence
it will proceed to the Dalles of the Columbia without delay, there to
report to the senior officer of the regiment of' Oregoll mounted volunteers.
By command of the governor:
E. M. BARNUM,
Adjutantz General.
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SPECIAL ORDER No. 1.
T ERRITORY OF OREGON,

Headquarters, Portland, October 16, 1855.
GOLONEL: You1 will proceed at once to thl Dalles, afr the receipt of
this order, and superintend the organization of the regiment:- under
your command. The object of the campaign in which it is to be cngagedl i's stated generally inm "General Order No. 4," herewith.
On your arrival at Fort Dalles, although you will hold your com.
mand at all times subject to tihe orders of' the governor of the Territory, you will confer with Major G. J. Rains, commarnling officer
of the United States troops in Oregon and Washington 'T'erritories,
and, so flir as is practicable, co-operate with, him in at vigorous prosecutIon of thle campaign.
Before th complete organization of the regiment, should yoiu deem
the disposable force at your command sufficient to warrant such at step
you Will Commence field operaLtions against the ellnely. The 1'ASSE
into the settlenients in thec Willanmette valley +^il (lenani(l an(l receive
your constant aild vigilant attention, so that a surprise shall be
avoided. : In(lians p)rolessing friCndship), especoia1lly Oil tile south side
of the Columbia river, you will requile Ito I)lace themselves Wholly
under the protection of our people. T'hie advanced state offtle season
is favorable to the enenly, and demands the utmost celerity in your
moverilen ts.
it, execute(l promptly l)y a (letacniment in sufficient force, at detour
by the John Day's, Uuilatilla, and other rivers towards Fort Colville,
might afford protection to mainy of' our fIhlow citizens at oi' retillng1l110
from: the neighborhood of the 1end(l1Oreillemines, and enable you to
fall ulpon thel rear of the' enemy, should retreat in thae direction of the
swamps and lowlands on the Flazier's river be, resorted to ais an escape
from an attack in front, in Yakima country proper. This suggestion is left to your discretion, wlth 5 tile entire active o)erIations of
,your command in the field, relying with the most complete confidence
upon your experience, prudence and bravery to achieve tle object of
the campaign, and returns
with your brave officers and Mneti to receive
with thlem1 the congratulations and alpplause o' your fellow citizens.
Boe assuredalways of cordial support fan(l im)licit confidence in
yourself and. command, and from tirne to time report your progress in
the delicate and responsible duties entrusted to you.
By the governor:
E. M. BARNUM,
Adjutant General.
Brig. Gen. J. W. NESMITiI, of the Oreqon militia,
Ool. com'g reg't Oregon mounted volunteerS.
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SPECIAL ORDER No. 2.

TERRITORY OF OREGON,
Headquar era, Portland, October 18, 1855.
COLONEL: To expedite the movements of troops from the rendezvous,.
General Order No, 8, herewith , has been issued,
Information has been received that the steamltoat Wasco, usually
plying between the Cascades and the Dalles, has been laid up at tho
in consequence, great delay is experienced by
Fatter place, and ofthat,
the departments subsistence and SUl) ply in forwarding the movements of the regiment under your comman(l.
You will make the necessary arrangements for obviating any delay
from thlis cause, involving (it' requisite and unavoidable) the seizure
an(l aplropriation of the boat to the service of those departments,
Com111pany A you will mount as soon as it can be done, either before
or after itS arrival at thle Dalles. Thle exigencies of this campaign
ren(ler this orler imperative aiid without condition.
B~y thlc governnor:
JE. Al. BARNUM, Adjutant General.
Col. J. W. NiXNMITIm,
Commanding Rlegiment Oregon 0iiotnted Volunteers.
SPECIAL ORDER1 No. 3.
TERRITORY OF OIIrEON,

ieadquarlers, Portlanud, October 19, 1855.
Thle iTC(liCall department for the1 TIIritor)y will bee organized forthwith li ilder your suiperi nteindence, commission herewith.
That brantlchl connected wvith the Oregon regiment of mounted vol-

unteers in service on the northern frontier has been hitherto under
the 8super ifitendence of T. A. Nicholson, surgeon to the regiment. He
wivl replor't to you
i)r. It. W. 3Shaw has been commissioned an 'assistant surgeon, and
is lin(ler orders to report lo the commanding officer of the regiment
of Oregon mounted volunteers.
Dr. LuciUS Danforth has been commissioned an assistant Surgeon,
and is under orders to report to the chief'of the medical department
for service. He will be employed with the forces in the field in
southern Oregon.
The emergency requires the utmost promptitude on your part in
organizing the branch of your department 1or service in the south.
Surgeon Nicholson's report will advise you of thle present efficiency of
that branch in service on the northern frontier. Great care will be
requisite to seculre an(l maintain perspicuity and accuracy in the reports and accounts of' your department. You will report immediately
in pearson at headquarters.
By the governor;
E. M. BARNUM, A(cutant General.
A. M. BELT, Surgeon General of the Ternrtory of Oregon.
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ExwUcuVB OFFIcE, WAsHINGTON TERRITORY,
Olympia, May 23, 1856.
SIR: Although the exact phase which the Indian war will assume
the present summer is not yet fully developed, enough is known to
point out clearly the preparation which should be made to meet the
probable contingencies.
I propose, therefore, in this communication, to set forth the present
condition of the war, and the measures of preparation and precaution
taken by me as the executive of the Territory and the commander-inchief of the volunteer forces.

1. The war in the Territory of Washington, west of the Cascades.

The war has been prosecuted with eexceeding vigor, energy, and
success, The Indians have been defeated in two hard battles: one
by the regulars at the crossing of White river ; the other by the
volunteers at Connell's prairie.
The Indians have been repeatedly struck since by the regulars, by
the volunteers, and by the Indian auxiliaries. The country has been
thoroughly and repeatedly scouted, in every direction and is now
firmly heldl by block-houses and roads.
Two lhundred In(lians have been got in back of Seattle by the volunteers, and those believed to have been engaged in the war are now
being tried by a military commission ordered by me at Seattle.
On the Puiyallup and Nesqually, the Indians have been got in, to
the number of nearly three hundred-more are still coming in. Some
have been tried byWa commission ordered by Lieutenant Colonel Casey,
others by a commission held under my orders.
The principle adopted in all these commissions is to try and punish
summarily those accused and proven to be instigators of the war and
parties to murders. The remainder are sent to reservations in charge
of local agents.
The main body of the hostiles have been driven across the mountains,:and, under the 0lead of Leschi, are in the camp of the confederated hostile force on: the WNacqheiss.
Their spies are on:this' side, a; nd constantly communicating information to them, and the plan of the hostiles is to send parties through
different passes to lay waste.'and burn the settlements. This suggests
the plan to be pursued to meet the emergency:
1. To move over the Nachess with 'two hundred horsemen, to strike
the enemy in conjunction with thle. regular troops, to closely pursue
him and drive him across the Collumbia. Thus the war will be transferred from the settlements to the interior.
2. But as small parties may defy the utmost exertion and vigilance
of a vastly superior force, and cross the mountains to the settlements,
troops should be in position to watch the passes, and at suitable
points in reserve to protect any point unexpectedly attacked.
A volunteer force of one hundred strong is in the neighborhood of,
the Falls of the Sno-qual-mie, at the depot. Fort Tilton, below the
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Falls, at a post on a large prairie, above the Falls, and at an advanced
post on Cedar creek.
Their orders are to watch- the passes, to send scouts even across the
mountains, to maintain their position in case of attack by a superior
force, an(l send back for reinforcements.
This flank is a very important one, and must be maintained at all
hazards; because it gives direct access to the great body of the friendly
Indians on the reservations, and if broken, considerable accession
might accrue to the hostiles.
The regular force,in conjunction withsmall volunteer company
raised at cattle, is- now occupying the country on White and Green
rivers, the lower portion of the Cedar creek, and the country about
Black rivel and the Duwamisli lake. They also occupy the lower
crossing of the Puyallup and the country about Steilacoonm.
The volunteer force occupies the country with posts thence to
Vancouver.
The report and map already furnished will explain where posts
have been established.
Since that report was transmitted, a post has been established on
South Prairie, a large blockhouse built on the Tenalquit plains, a
short line of communication opened from the :Yelue to Grand mound,
and a wagon road nearly pushed through from the Cowlitz landing
to Monticello. Two ferries have been established on the Cowlitz.
A company of nearly ninety men has been raised on the Cowlitz.
It is divided into an active and reserve list. The former consisting of
about forty men, is constantly engaged on scouting duty up the Cowlitz river, and towards the Lewis River pass.
A small company of Indian auxiliaries will be employed with them.
The reserve will meet once a week for inspection, but except for the
day of inspection, they are not provided with rations, nor will payment for service be recommended by me.
It is here proper to state, that the utmost cordiality prevails between the regulars and volunteer force. They have scouted together,,
and have practically held the whole field in co-operation, and brought
about the present condition of things.
All this has been essentially done in the rainy season. The toils,
hardships, and marches, and the blows struck by all the troops in
heavy rains and inclement weather, is worthy of special commendation.
But the passes are now open, leaves are on the trees, food is abundant for Indians. I consider this the critical period of the war west of
the Cascades. Let us look, therefore, to2. The twar east of the Cascades.

It is not to be disguised that the tribes east of the mountains thus
far consider themselves the victors. When Colonel Wright commenced his march into the Yakima country early this month, they,
practically held the whole country for which they had been fighting.
Not a white man now is to be found from the Dalles to the WallaWalla ; not a house stands; and Colonel Wright, at the last advices
H. Ex. Doc. 76-As-11.
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was in the Naohess, in presence of twelve or fifteen hundred warriors,
determined to fight. All the confederated bands are there.
Colonel Wright met the hostile on the 8th of May, and made an
effectual attempt to treat with them till the 11th. On the evening of
the 1ith he despatched an express to the Dalles for reinforcements,
His force -probably now numbers some 475 effective men.
If the Indians are so emboldened by their successes as to believe they
can overcome Colonel Wright in a hard fight, it will be fortunate, as
the regular force will strike a severe blow, and may drive them across
the Columbia.
It seems to me probable that they will simply attempt to harass
and annoy him; try to steal his animals, will draw him further north
into their country, will send parties to the rear to compel him to make
detachments, will gain time, so that his provisions may be consumed,
and reduce his operations mainly to occupying a post or two and supplying it.
Two hundred horsemen over the Nachess, well supplied, well
mounted, under a vigorous officer, at this juncture will, with the
operations of the regular troops, drive him across the Columbia.
This force I am organizing at fort Montgomery; it will be ready in
ten days.
In this view the Walla-Walla country must be held, communication
re-established with the Nez Perce auxiliaries, and the enemy restricted
to the country north of the Snake, and on the immediate banks of the
upper Columbia.
I am now organizing a force of two hundred men to occupy the

Walla-Walla.
One hundred men are already at the Dalles. They will move with
one hundred days' provisions, and some to spare, for the Nez Perce
auxiliaries, and the troops which may be concentrated there from the
Yakima country.
The Yakimanand Walla-Walla country firmly held, the passes well
watched over the Cascades, the 'main force of the enemy on the Snake
and upper Columbia, we may then be able to disband the bulk of the

remaining volunteers on the Sound.
This most favorable view of the progress of the war, which cannot
be developed in a shorter -period than four to six weeks, will practically keep in service :all the volunteers for their six months' term of
service, and may render it necessary to extend the term on the part
of those occupying the Walla-Walla.
I cannot too strongly urge the policy of accumulating supplies in
Yakima country and in the Walla-Walla, in readiness to wage a winter
campaign.

On the 1st of November there should be six months' supplies for
all the troops in both' the Yakima and Walla-Walla country; there
should be ample supplies of forage; there should be a post and -ferry
at or near the site of old Fort Walla-Walla;, one at or near the mouth
of the'Palouse.
With proper preparations a winter campaign can be waged, and
the war ended.
I have personal knowledge of the winter features of the country.
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To diminish transportation, make use of ox-teams, send forward
salt, return the wagons with two yokes instead of three, use fresh
and dried beef as much as possible, and reduce the ration of flour to
one half pound per day.
Troops would be perfectly healthy with one-third of a pound of
flour per man, each day, using fresh or dried beef.
Thus to transfer the war from the settlements on the Sound and the
Columbia river to the interior, to strike such blows as opportunities
may offer, and to be in readiness to prepare for a vigorous winter
campaign, I shall in ten days be ready to move over the mountains
with two hundred horsemen and one hundred and fifty pack animals,
and to the Walla-Walla with two hundred horsemen and one hundred
days' provisions.
For the lower Columbia a company has been organized in Clark
county; several block-houses have been built; a portion are constantly kept scouting, the remainder will form a reserved list, without
pay or rations,
I am, sir, very respectfully, your most obedient servant,
ISAAC I. STEVENS,
Governor Territory Washington.
lIon. JEFFE'RSON DAVIS,
Secretary of War, Washington C(ily, D. C.

HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF TIHE PACIFIC
Benicia, C(alifornia, June 3, 1856.
I
COLONEL. have the honor to report, for the information of the general-in-chief and the War Department, that the steamer Columbia is
just in from the north. By her I received the gratifying information
that the war in Puget Sound and Rogue river valley is0 nearly or quite
at an end. Lieutenant Colonel Casey reports, April 19: "So far as
the Indians on this side are concerned, the contest is about ended7
and, should no considerable reinforcements be received, will soon die
out. It may, however, be prolonged by the military territorial organization existing in this Territory, over which I have no control."
Lieutenant Colonel Buchanan has prosecuted the war in Rogue river
valley with great activity, skill, and judgment. The Indians are surrendering themselves unconditionally, and will be conducted to the
coast reservation; as soon as collected together. Joel Palmer, superintendent of Indian affairs in Oregon, is with Colonel Buchanan.
Colonel Wright- was, at his last dates, May 18, on the Nahchass
river, beyond the Atah-num mission, with five well prepared companies. Lieutenant Colonel Steptoe was on his way from the Dalles to
join him with four more. Major Garnett, with two companies, is also
on his way from the Sound, via the Cowlitz and the Columbia rivers,
to join Colonel Wright. Altogether, he will have eleven companies,
an ample force to conquer all the Indians he will meet in Washington
Territory. The Indians were in considerable force on the opposite
&eb of Nachess river, which at the time could not be forded. They
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had prol)osed peace. Tile Colonel thinks he will soon make peace,
with or without fighting.
From all the information I have received, I have no doubt I will be
able to communicate by the next mail, the 20th instant, the gratifying intelligence that the Indian wars have' ceased in the department
of tile Pacific. We shall- have no enemies to contend with but the
exterminators of the Indian race,
Governor Stevens had placed the county of Pierce, Puget Sound,
under martial law. The supreme judges of the Territory, not regarding the Measure legal, held their court in the county as usual, when.
an armed force, acting under orders from Governor Stevens, Varrested
the chief justice in his seat, and the clerk. The citizens held meetings, when the conduct of the governor was denounced.
I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
JOHN E. WOOL, Mfajor General.
Lieutenant Colonel L. THONIAS)
Asst. Add. General, Headquarters of the army, N. Y.
P. S.-Herewith I transmit the proceedings of a meeting of the bar,
&c., in Washington Territory, regarding the condtlr& of Governor
Stevens. It will show how the governor is carrying on the war in
his Territory.
JOHN E. WOOL, Major General,
I

Proceedings of a meeting of the bar, 3dWjudicial district, Washingtwn
Territory, on the arrest of the Hon. Edward Lander, chiejustice of
8aid Territory, and John 1. Chapman, clerk of the district court, by
an armed force, under orders of Gov. Isaac I. Stevens; together with
the proceedings of a mass meeting of citizens of Pierce county, W. T.
Steilacoom, May 7, 1856.
NOTE.--On theq7th day of May, 1856, the Hon. Edward Lander,
chief justice of Washington Territory, and Jobn M. Chapman, esq.,
the clerk of the district court of the United States of the third judicial
district were forcibly arrested in the court-house at Steilacoom, W.
T., while engaged in holding a United States district court for the
county of Pierce, by a volunteer force acting under instructions from
Governor I. I. Stevens, and carried under guard to Olympia, the seat
of the territorial government.
MEIMTING OF THE BAR.

Immediately upon the removal of the Hon. Edward Lander and J.
M. Chapman, esq., from the district court room, Colonel Wm. H.
Wallace requested the members of the bar to remain. Those ill attendance consisting of Messrs. Wallace, Gibbs, Clark, Pease, Hewitt,
Murden, Kendall, and Evans, on motion, organized by the appoinltment of William H. Wallace, esq., chairman, and George Gibbs,
secretary.
B. F. Kendall, esq., being called upon, stated the object of the
meeting to be a consideration of the extraordinary proceedings of the
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arrest of the judge and clerk by an armed force, acting under instructions of Gov. I. L Stevens, and under pretext of a proclamation of
martial law over the county of Pierce. Mr. Kendall, on the conclusion of his remarks, moved the apl)ointlnent of a committee of three to
draft resolutions expressive of tho sense of' the bar at this outrage
against law and judicial authority, The motion was adopted, and
Messrs. Gibbs, Evans, and Pease were placed upon said committee.
On motion, the chairman of the theeting was added to the committee, and the meeting then adjourned until 2 o'clock p. in. of the same

clay.

meeting.-Accordingly, at 2 p. m,, the members
Aqlourned
bar again met, when the chairman of the committee on

of the

resolutions

made the following report:
A meeting of the bar has devolved upon this committee the task of
giving expression to the sentiments entertained by that body of the
gross outrage this day inflicted upon the court and bar of this district
by the exercise of military power over civil authority.
Thlis day marks an era in the territorial history. For the first
time in the annals of our country, does the exhibition present itself
of an armed force marching into a court of justice, and while the
presiding judge thereof is in the exercise of judicial authority, the
court is overawed, its judge taken from the benclh, its clerk arrested,
the records seized, and they removed by an armed force out of the
county in which by law the court was to be held. In view of these
circumstances, we deem it our solemn duty to make a statement of
the facts, submitting it with confidence to the judgment of the world.
A war existing against Indian murderers and marauders in this
Territory, it would have been a subject of gratulation if the gallant
volunteers in its service had been employed in punishing those
Indians, rather than in sustaining lawless violence, and in the
infliction of outrages upon our courts and people. For so violent an
assumption of power, we conceive that some little basis of reason
should be found to justify it. But it becomes our duty to assert that
no such reason exists, and that the proclamation of martial law was
unnecessary, inexpedient, illegal, and void; to sustain which declaration the following statement of facts is confidently relied upon. It is
our wish to treat this subject, not in a spirit of excitement, although
that would be fullyWjustifled by the circumstances, but with coolness
and moderation. Satisfied as we are that the bare statement of the
facts is sufficient, we need no appeal to passion or prejudice.
Several citizens of Pierce county, one of the most populous in the
Territory, who had been ordered in from their claims to the town of
Steilacoom, on suspicion of intercourse with the hostile Indians, and
had subsequently returned to their homes, were arrested without
process of law, in the latter part of March, by a force of volunteers
acting under direction- of Governor Stevens, and having been first
carried to Olympia, in the county of Thurston, were by the Governor
remitted to the military post of Fort Steilacooin, with request to the
commanding officer to detain them on a charge of treason. Colonel
Casey having replied that he could not hold them in defiance of civil
authority, and the persons arrested having sent to the nearest judge,
who resided in Leland county, a distance of about a hundred miles,
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for a wads, of habeas corpu8, Governor Stevens, on the 3d. of April,
issued a proclamation in the following words:
"\hereas, in the prosecution of the Indian war, circumstances
have existed affording such: grave cause of suspicion, such that certain
evil disposed persons of Pierce county have given aid and comfort to
the enemy, as that they have been placed under arrest, and ordered
to be tried by a military commission; and whereas, efforts are now
being made to withdraw, by civil process, these persons from the
purview of the said commission"Therefore, as the war is now being actually prosecuted throughout
nearly the whole of the: said county, and great injury to the public,
and the plans of the campaign be frustrated, if the alleged designs of
these persons be not arrested, I, Isaac I. Stevens, %governor of the Territory of Washington, do hereby prroclaim MkA1:RTIAL LAY over the said
county of Pierce, and do, by these presents, suspend for the time being,
and till further notice, the functions of all civil officers in said county.
"Given under my hand, at Olympia, this third day of April,
eighteen hhundred and fifty-six, and the year of independence of the
United States the eightieth.
" ISAAC I. STEVENS.)"
This document, it will be observed, alleges no other motive than
that the persons so arrested, without warrant, and by the sole authority of military force, were :about to sue out the great writ of right, to
relieve themselves from illegal confinement.
It is to be observed, that there was at this time in the county of
Pierce, three companies of United States troops, under the command
of a veteran and energetic officer. There were, also, one or more volunteer companies, engaged in scouting; the Indians had been driven
from the settlements-to take refuge in the woods, and if any danger
bad ever existed of communication between these persons and the enemy, it had ceased.
Following upon the heels of this extraordinary document, which
was without seal and without attestation, which found no other publication than the transmission of written copies to a few military officers,
the persons so charged were taken once more from the county of, Pierce
and removed by a military guard to Olympia, out of the district where
martial law had been proclaimed. Yet notwithstanding this removal
of the suspected parties, the proclamation was continued in existence,
and the volunteer officers directed to enforce it.
Alter a few days some of the persons so arrested were permitted to
return, on their parol, to Steilacoom, while the others were, and are
custody at the seat of government, and, as is reported, and bestill, in are
lieved,
to be tried by a military commission of volunteer officers,
to be held in Pierce county, on a charge of treason against the United
States.
The United States judge, assigned to this judicial district, being (detained at home by severe illness, at the tim-e when, by law, the termn of
the district court was to be held, the Hon. Edward Lander, chief justice
of this Territory, who resides in the adjoining district, at the 'special
written request of Hon. Judge Chenowith, undertook to hold said
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on Monday, the Mth May instant, arrived at Steilacoom and
court,
openedand
the court in due form. Having been informed, however,
on

his way to the court, by Lieutenant Colonel B. F. Shaw, commanding

a volunteer force under authority of' the Governor of this Territory,
that if lie attemp)ted to hold said court he would be forcibly prevented,
Judge Lander, in order to prevent collision between the executive
and judicial
that hle wotild simply open and adsuggested that
jouirn the courtauthority,
until Wednesday,
the governor might be advised
to withdraw his proclamation.
About three previous to opening court, Col. Shaw, commanding the volunteerdaysforces,
who had received written instructions from
a

Gov. Stevens to enforce hihn
until further orders, being directed
opinion, it was
immediately, if,
informn
no
longer
necessary,
had
written
by
express
to
the
governor,
stating
that no occasion
existed in thecclnty for itscontinuance; informing
martial

at the same time to

his

him that important business was to be transacted before the court, and
recommended that, in consequence, the proclamation be abrogated.
Judge Landernow himself wtote to Governor Stevens, informing him
of the course hehad taken; that there were important causes to be

tried before tilhe court, one of which, the suit of the United StatesV8.
the former Collector of Puget's Sound, ought to be tried that there
;

was

mniitary,

betweenthe civil authorities and
imminent danger of
and recommending that martial law be at once abrogated,
especially as the present condition of' the county seemed not to require it.
In reply, Governor Stevens, on the 6th instant, while declining to
withdraw hisproclamation,
suggested that Judge Lander adjourn
court tothe first Monday in June, and informed him that he had examinedthe law, and found no difficulty in his adjourning from any
timetodthle next term of' the coUrt.
Upon the receipt of this information, Judge Lander, having done
hisduty as a citizen, in endeavoring to prevent the expected collision,
proceeded to fulfil thoseof his judicial office by opening court at the
appointed
time; accompanied by the clerk, United States deputy marshal, and sheriff,
he went to the court-house, opened the court by jproin usual
a

collision

the

hifs

clamation

form,

citizeenscounty,Oregon,
on

and sworn.

During
of

them

caused the

time

grand jury

company

to

be

empannelled

volunteers, (many

of

of

although
Territory,)
the
Columbia river, entered the court
uip around the bar ; another company

from Clark

loaded rifles and

and

this

drev

enrolled in

drawn

this

with

kept

assist them
without,
necessary.
Judge Lander then
the deputy marshal
of
armed men
any
prevent the entry
directed
within the
announced
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commanding officer having
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to arrest
Stevens,
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to

to

the

the

and clerk.
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being

in his

In

the judge stating that

declined

the

bloodshed.
removed
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obedience

that order

they

entered the

bar,
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the
seat;
upo0n posse
calling
mnitatus, because
wished
L
ander
Judge
clerk, T. M. Chapman,
then
by
from
court-house,
sanle

the
deputy

out of

military

the.county

he

only
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and

to
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the
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and

avoid

the

and

the

carried

to

Olympia.

day
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The records

of
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court, which were at first seized, were subsequently returned to the
deputy clerk.
:During this time the citizens present, though manifesting a deep
feeling of indignation at the transaction, refrained from any disorderly
or violent acts. The conduct of Judge Lander was, throughout, dignified, firm, and worthy of his high position, and Was, we are satisfied,
lictated only by a strict sense of duty.
Upon these facts the committee report the following resolutions:
Resolved, That we look upon the act this (lay perpetrated by an
armed force, under the authority of 'Governor I. I. Stevens, in arresting the judge and clerk of this judicial district, as an outrage, which,
if tamely submitted to, would be entirely Subversive of our liberties.
Resolved, That as members of the bar we solemnly protest against
this assumption of power by the executive ; that the doctrines of our
profession teach us that there is no warrant for such a procedure
that the course of the executive is without a precedent in law or justice,
and that it is a violation of every principle of' constitutional privilege
and liberty.
:Resolved, That the proclamation of Governor Stevens, suspending
the writ of habeas corpus, was ant improper exercise of authority, and
a usurpation unheard of in the history of our country; that the right
of habecs corpus is one of those dearest to our people-the right more
powerfully protected by the national constitution than any other, its
suspension being an exercise of authority only conferred upon Congress with, extreme restriction, andl not inherent in any officer in our
national confederacy.
Resolved, That the governor's proclamation, in showing that certain parties were arrested on a charge of' treason, in itself shows the
necessity of a court of law for the trial of such prisoners, a military
commission or court martial being incompetent to try men charged
with such offencet4.
Resolved, That the peaceable manner of the citizens of Pierce county,
in submitting' quietly and without resistance to the outrages this day inflicted upon them, shows conclusively that no necessity exists for martial
law; no exigency requires it; no public necessity invokes its aid.
Resolved, That the judiciary of our country is the palladium of our
best rights; that its protection from outrage is one of the first duties
of a public officer-its subversion a most despotic assumption of authority; that it is a separate branch of our institutions, independent
of and not subservient to the executive, and that the act of Governor
S~tevens this day consummated is a violent outrage upon law, and upon
'the rights of this people.
.resolved, That we unanimouslv tender to Chief Justice Lander our
sympathies on this trying occasion ; that his manly course ,in holding
the court until surrounded by an armed posse, and forcibly removed
from the bench, merits our thanks to him, to the deputy United
States marshal and to the clerk we tender our thanks, for their zealous effort to proteet the court-house from, invasion, and to maintain
thle dignity' of' the bench.
Thp report and resolutions were unanimously adopted; and on
motion, the secretary of the meeting was instructed to forward a copy
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of the same to the President of the United States, our delegates in
Congress, and the members of the Committees on Judiciary and M1errttories of both Houses of Congress.
On motion, it was resolved, that the members of the bar participating in this meeting, express their concurrence by appending their signatures to these procCe(lings.
W. H, WALLACE, Ghairrnan.
GEORGE GIBBS, Secretary.
EDWARD ::EVANS.

O. C. HEWITT.
FRANK CLARK.
B. F. KENDALL.
WILLIAM :C.SPEAS.
E. 0. MURDEN.
H. A. GOLDSBOROUGH.

Mass Mfeeting.
A meeting of the citizens of Pierce county, Washington Territory,
was held at the court-house, in Steilacoom, on the 7th of May, 1856,
to take into consideration the outrage committed by the executive
of this Territory upon the civil rights of its citizens. Thomas M.
Chambers, esq., was called to the chair, E. Schlroter was chosen secretary, and E. M. Mecker, assistant secretary.
On motion, W. H. Wallace spoke at some length-, stating the object
of thie meeting to be the consideration of the outrage committed upon
the civil rights of the people of this Territory, by the violent and
illegal seizure of the chief justice and the clerk of the court of this
Territory, by the orders of the executive.
On motion of J. M. Bachelder, IGeorge Gibbs, esq., also stated, in
a brief and forcible manner, his views on the same subject.
On motion, the chair appointed Messrs. Samuel McCaw, R. S. Moore,
Hugh Patterson, W. R. Downey, and W. M. Kincaide, as a committee
to draught resolutions expressive of the sense of the meeting on the occasion. The committee reported the following resolutions:
Whereas Isaac I. Stevens, governor of Washington Territory, has
proclaimed martial law over the county of Pierce, in said Territory,
and has this day by an armed force, interrupted the proceedings of
the United States district court by arresting the judge and clerk thereof
while in the legal discharge of the duties imposed upon them by their
respective appointments : Therefore,
Be it resolved by the citizens of Pierce county assembled, That, in
declaring martial law over this county, in order to suspend the writ of
habeas corpus, the governor has violated the civil rights of the citizens,
and trampled their dearest privileges under foot; that, while nearly
all the citizens of this county have volunteered and served faithfully
in this war, now being carried on against the Indians, we have seen
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no feeling manifested that jubtifled the assumption by the executive
of all civil law and the suspension of all legal protection.
Reolved, That Chief Justice Lander, in thediseharge of his official
duties, has exhibited every disposition to avoid any colision between
the executive and judicial :authorities consistent with tle position in
which he was placed by the Executive of the United States, and his
manly course has won our sympathy and regard.
Resolved, That in the seizure of the. chief justice of this Territory
while on the bench, in the quiet discharge of his duties, we recognize
a usurpation of authority unheard of in the annals of otir free rel)Ublic,
an indignity cast upon our courts of law, and upon a free people, ever
holding themselves amenable to thle civil authorities,
Resolved, That the tyrannical and despotic acts of the executive of
this territory are such usurpations of law and authority as requires
the interposition of' the supreme authority of the United States, and
that the secretary of this meeting be directed to transmit copies of
these resolutions to the President of the United States, to our delegate
in Congress, to the Committees on the Judiciary and on Territories in
each house of Congress, with a request that they will take such action
thereon as may protect the people of this Territory from future usurpation, and in the exercise of their civil rights and personal liberties,
S. MoCCAW,07
Chairman.

R. AS. MOORE.
HUGH PATTERSON.
WILLIAM M. KINCAID.
WILLIAM R. DOWNEY.
The resolutions were unanimously adopted, and the meeting adjourned without (lay
THOMAS M. CHAMBERS,
Chairman.
E. SCHROTER,
.Se
E. M. MEEKER, Secretawes.

EXECUTIVE OFFICE, WAsIIINGTON TERRITORY,
Olympia, June 8, 1856.
SIR: In my last communication I gave at length my views and
suggestions in regard to the Indian war in this Territory, and presented the measures of precaution and preparation which the present
condition of affairs demanded.
The two expeditions referred to-one over the Cascades into the
Yakima country, the other from the Dalles to the Walla-Walla-are
nearly ready for the movement. Both expeditions I deem of vital consequence, in view of the: present condition of things in the interior.
All the information which I have received goes to satisfy me that,
unless the most vigorous action is at once taken, all the tribes from
the Cascades to the Bitter Root will be in the wvar, a portion of' the
Nez Perce's alone excepted. The long delay of Col. Wright on the
Nachess, and his entertaining propositions of peace before striking
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the enemy, in connexion with the withdrawal of the Oregon volunteers, has emboldened the Indians) and has probably enabled them to
effect a general combination of the tribes; but no overt act has yet
been committed.
The enclosed copy of' a letter from J4ieut. Col. Wm. Craig, special
agent of the Nez Percfils, discloses the condition of'things in the inte- rior. It was written on the 27tth of May, and reached me on the
evening of the 5th of June-a distance by land of about 400 miles,
and by water of 150 miles, or 550 miles in all.
I shall, to-morrow, push to the Dalles, and urge the Walla-Walla
expedition -forward with all possible despatch. I trust it will be in
season. The troops all reac lied the Dalles ton yesterday, but it was
supposed that a portion of the animals, which were taken over the
emigrant trail from the Willamette to the D)alles, will be a day or two
behind.
If the troops reach the Walla-Walla before an overt act hias been
committed, I am certain that the combination can be broken up, and
that the Nez Perces, an(l the Indians on and in the neighborhood of
the Spokane, will remain friendly.
I am, sir, very respectfully, your most obedient,
ISAAC I. STEVENS,

Governor JVaslington Territory.
Hon:. JEFFERSON DAVIS,
Secretary of War, TWash1tlton, D. C.

HEADQUARTERS, COMPANY M,
SECOND REGIMIENT WASH. TEn. VOLUNTEERS,
Lapwai, May 27, 1856.
SIR: On receiving your instructions I sent expresses to Colville,Ccour d'Alene, and to Montour; their answers I send enclosed. A
few days after the express arrived a large party tittArted for this place,
which was raised, perhaps, after the express left there.
There is no doubt but the Spokanes, or at least a part, have joined
the war party ; they are determined on fighting the Nez Perces, who
beg and pray their Big Chief to send them some help; they are here
in the middle of their enemies, without ammunitionl, and they ask for
their white friends to come and help them. The volunteers having
all abandoned the country,;and hearing nothing of the regulars,
there is a cloud of Indians collected in the Spokane country, they say
to rub out the few whites and Nez Perce's there are here.
There is very little doubt but the Indians in the direction of the
upper Columbia have joined the war -party, as they have received
their horses for )ay for so doing. There are now Cayuises, Pelouses,
Spokanes, Okin-e-Kanes, Ccour d'Alene, and Colville Indianis,0 ai part
of' each of which are now this side of the Spokane prairie. They say
they have made all the whites run out of, their country, and will now
make all the frienly Indians do the same;. They have sent to the
Snakes, and a party has alreadyjoined then.
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What are the people of the lower country about; have they abandoned the country forever, or are they giving the Indians a chance
to collect from all parts, and. break up all friendly parties? They
say: "What can the friendly Indians do? they have no ammunition,
and the whites will give them none ;: we haves plenty, come and join
us, and save:your lives, 0or we vill take your property any how."
A party came a few days ago, of Cayuses, Spokancs, and of other
bands, to the number of seventy, to the Red Wolf country, and crossed
from there to the Looking-glass, on their way to this place. They
talked very saucy. The volunteers* went to -pievent them from crossing Snake river. The Looking-glass told then they would not cross.
They said they had come to get horses for the Spokanes to ridee; that
Garry was going to head their party to the Nez Perc6 country, and
learn those people who their friends were ;I and, they would find out
who said the Cayuses: should not pass through their country. And
the Nez Perces are very much alarmed, as there are but few of them
that can be depended upon.
The Lawyer says that the people on Snake river and the north side
of Clear Water cannot be depended upon, as they do not come near
us. I sent for thorn when I received your instructions, that I could
talk with them, blut they did not come. They said that Governor
Stevens was too far off to talk with him, but that when :he comes iup
they would see him; and as there are but few from the Forks up to
the Lawyer's country, and Salmon river people, that will fight if
attacked, they wilsh mne to move up to their country. They say, we
have no ammunition to defend- ourselves here, so near the enemy's

country.
Now, sir, you can see how I aam situated at this place. You, said,
when we parted in Walla-Walla valley, that youl would send me some
supplies early in the spring, and I have been expecting them since
that time, but have received none, nor even heard of any. I am entirely out of everything; 1 have not oven salt for my bread, and I
cannot remain in this country entirely destitute of everything. I
want powder, ball, caps, flints, sugar, coffee, salt, tobacco, clothing
for men and families. If we do not get supplies, we will be compelled to move to where we can get them. It is necessary for two
companies to be sent into this country immediately, for the safety of
the people and property in it.
Hoping to hear from you shortly, I remain your obedient servant,
WILLIAM CRAIG,
Special Agent Nez Perics, Lt. Col. W. T. Volunteers.
ISAAC I. STEVENS, Esq.,
Governor, andl Superintendent of Indlian Affairs, WV. T.
EXECUTIVE OFICE, TERRITORY

OF

WASHINGTON,

Olympia, July 7, 1856.
SIR: The two columns moving from the Sound over the Nachess
*

The Nez PercO Indian country.
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pass, and from the Dalles up the Columbia, are probably now assembled in the Walla-Walla valley. They are well mounted, arc in good
condition of disciplinee, and have one hundred (lays' supplies.
The forco from the Sounfd, under the immediate command of Lieutenant Colonel 13. Fi. XShaw, movedl from Camllp Montgomery on
Wednesday and Thursday, June 11 and 12, and crossing the mountains,0 will the loss of only one animal, camped on the Wenass, on
the 20th. At that point Lieutenat Colonel Shaw received orders from
me to !J:pii6 on to Walla-Walla, unite his force with that moving from
the Dalles, and take command of the whole.
The force atthle Dalles moved from tlhe campn five miles beyond the
Des Chutes river on Wednesday, Jun (25, and was expected to reach
the Walla. Walla onl the 4th July.

Each column numbers nearly two hundred mien. The Yvhole force
consists of three hundred and sixty enlisted men, and about one hundred quartermaster and Indian employs.
From the Wallft-Walla Indian supplies will :be pushed to the: Nez
Perces and Spokane ; nd an escort will accompany them should the
simple presence of a force in the Walla-Walla valley be not sufficient
to insure the safety of the train, protected, as it is expected it will be,
by Indian auxiliaries,
Letters have been received from:;LieutenantColonel William Craig,
agent of the Nez Perc6s, of' the'29th May and 8th June, speaking more
favorably of the condition of things in the interior.
Kam-i-ah-kun, at a councils held with the Spokanes, on the 25th
May, wherein hle urged that tribe to join tle war, received a negative
to his proposition. The Spokanies, however. harbor the hostile Cayuses, which has caused me to be somewhat apprehensive of the sin-'
cerity of their professions.
I was at the Dalles from Saturday, June 16, to Monday, June 30,
getting the expedition off, and collecting information in relation to
the Indians. At that time the hostile bands were much scattered.
Some three hundred hostiles were at the head of John Day's river ; a
large camp of' hostiles, supposed to be the Walla-Wallas, under the
son of Pui-pui-mox-mox, were at Fort Walla-Walla; the Cayuses were
in the Spokane:; the Clicketats and Yakimas were at the Pischouse
river, andl probably small parties at Priest's rapids. The large camp
reported by Lieutenant Colonel Craig, in his letter of May 27, and
composed 'of individuals of several tribes, including the Snakes, I have
no information that they have moved from the place where they were
when Colonel Craig wrote.
There were Snakes with the party at the head of John Day's river,
and the force was increasing.
It is proposed to strike the party at the head of John Day's river'
by a force of about one hundred and seventy-five men, consisting of
one hundred volunteers, of Oregon, under Major Laighton, and seventy-five volunteers, of Washington, under Captain Goff.
The :plan :was to move from Well Springs on the 30th June, which
point is on the V migrant road, some eighty-five miles from the Dalles.
Lieutenant Colonel Shaw, in moving to Walla-W1alla, will strike
the hostiles wherever lie finds themi.
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On occupying the Walla-Walla valley, he is also directed to spate
no exertion to reduce to unconditional submission any ]hostiles within
reach.
This decisive policy is believed, by me, indispensable to secure the
permanent peace of the Indian country.
Very truly and respectfully, your most obedient,
ISAAC I. STEVENS,

Governor Territory of Washington.
Secretary of War, Washington, D. C.

Hon. JEFFERsoN DAVIS,

WAR DEPARTMENT)
Washington, September 3, 1856.

SIB: I have the honor to transmit you herewith, copy of a communication from the Governor of Washington Territory, giving an
account of the situation of affairs in that section of the country.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
JEFF'N DAVIS,
Secretary of War.
Hon. R. MCOLELLAND,
Secretary af the Iterior.

EXECUTIVE OFFICE, WASHINGTON TERRITORY,

Olympia, July 24, 1856.

Sm: I have the:-honor to report that the volunteer troops that have
been called into the service on the Sound are now being disbanded.
I propose simply for a limited period to keep on the line of the
Sno-qual-mie a small company of about fifty or sixty men; and the
head of the Sound, at the Yelm and Tenalquit prairie, some forty
men.
It is possible that a small force, say some twenty men, may be

required at Bellingham bay.
In consequence of the killing of a northern Indian at Steilacoom,
some two weeks since, by some soldiers from the garrison in a drunken
frolic, the tribe are greatly exasperated, and have threatened to make
reprisals. In consequence, a small force of fifteen men has: been sent
to Whitby's island from the line of the Sno-qual-mie. The naval
-forces, however, are attending vigilantly t the matter, and the two
steamers, the "Massachusetts " and "John Hancock," are cruising
diligently.
The trouble, it is to be hoped, will be soon arranged. Lieut. Col.
Casey is using every exertion to bring to justice the soldiers who
committed the offence.
The volunteer forces east of the Imountains met on Mill Creek in
the Walla-Walla valley on the 8th instant. The Nez Perc6s are
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entirely friendly, and it is believed the Spokanes will also continue
friendly.
Truly and respectfully yours,
ISAAC I. STEVENS,

Governor Washington Territory.
Hon. JEFFELRSON DAVIS,
Secretary of War, W~ashington, D. C.
WAR DEPARTMENT,

Washington, September 3, 1856.
SiR ;: I hiave to acknowledge: the receipt of your letter of the 24th
July last, in relation to the disbandment of the volunteers that have
been called into service on the Sound, and to the future prospects of
Washington Territory.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
JEFF'N DAVIS,
D

Secretary of War.

His Excellency I. 1. STEVENS,
Governor of Washington Territory,
Olympia, Washington Territory.

VANCOUVER, W. T., August 14, 1856.
SIR: In my lasticommunication relating to tlhe' Indian:war in this
Territory I dwelt upon the proposed Walla-Walla expedition as absolutely indispensable to preserve the peace of the Indian tribes of the
interior, and I expressed the opinion that tIne indecisive and procrastinating course pursuing and pursued in the Yakima country had
brought, or nearly brought, about a general combination of the tribes
eastward. That combination I hoped to break up.
The Walla-Walla expedition has been completely successful. Col.
Shaw was on Mill creek, Walla-Walla valley, on the 8th of July,
with all his command, except a force of seventy-five men under Captain Goff, who, in conjunction with Major Laighton, of the Oregon
volunteers, had ascended John Day's river, and was then actively in
pursuit of the enemy. On Mill creek were assembled on that day
190 Iimen, who crossed the Cascades, over the Nachess, under the immediate orders of Lieutenait Colonel Shaw; 100 men from the command of Goff, who escorted the wagron and pack train from the Dalles;
and the Nez Percd auxiliaries, 60 strong, under the command of the
chief, the Spotted Eagle, and accompanied by the agent, Lieutenant
Colonel William Craig.
Supplies were immediately sent forward to the Nez Perce country,
Special; Agent Robie taking there one hundred pack animals without

an escort.

Colonel Shaw learning there was a large force of hostile in the
Grande Ronde, determined to attack them. Moving in the night of
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the 14th, he struck then: on the 1Vth, and, after a.running fight of
some fifteen miles, he entirely defeated them, captured a large number
of their animals, destroyed nearly all of their provisions, and also got
possession of about one hundred pounds of their: amminuition, The
loss of the enemy ,was at least forty killed on the field of battle.
This gallant fight of Shaw has broken up the combination, for, on
his return to Mill creek, hle found there Special Agent Robie, who
had almost been driven out of the Nez Perce country. lie brought
back the words of the chiefs, ordering white mlen out of, their country.
Robie, on his return from the Nez Perc's, marched one hundred miles

without halting.
Lieutenant Colonel Shaw immediately sent the Nez Perce chief,
Captain John, to the Nez Perc6s with this message: III am your
friend; I have not come to fight you, but the hostiles. But if you
beat your drums for war, I will Garade my men for battle."
On the arrival of Capt. John, the Nez Perces had heard of Colonel
Shaw's defeat of the Indians in the Grande Ronde, and they immediately sent back the most friendly messages.
Thus have the vigorous movements of the volunteers of Washington, under Lieutenant Colonel Shaw, secured the fealty of the Nez
Perces, and prevented a general combination: of the interior tribes.
I enclose a copy of Lieutenant Colonel Shaw's report of this engagement with the Indians at tthe Grande Ronde, and also a copy of
his letter stating the message he sent to the Nez Pel'c6s by Captain
John. Also the records of three councils held with the Nez Percesone by Lieutenant Colonel Shaw, on his arrival at Mill creek; one
in the Nez Perc6s county, by Captain Robie; one by Lieutenant Colonel Craig, when they received Shaw's message throughiCaptain John.
On an interview held yesterday with Colonel Wright, I learn that
he designs sending forward a force of four companies to occupy the
Walla-Walla, under the command of Lieutenant Colonel Steptoe. I
shall accordingly raise no more troops. The terms of service of' those
under Colonel Show will expire on the 8th September. On being relieved by the command under Colonel Steptoe, they will be withdrawn
and mustered out of service. All the troops oni the Sound have been
mustered out of service.
I push forWard in person to Walla-Walla to-morrow, to meet the
Indians and establish relations of friendship with the tribes generally,
and especially those struck by Lieutenant Colonel Shaw.
Truly rnid respectfully your most obedient,
ISAAC I. STEVENS,
Governor and Commander-in-Ohief.
Hon. JEFF. DAVIS,
Secretary of W~ar,i[a*singtton City, D. C'.
HEADQUARTERS, CAMI'

ON MILL

CREBK, W. T.,
Jfuly 12, 1856.
Sr]R: I arrived on the Columbia, opposite Fort Walla, on the 29th
June, but the boats did not arrive until the 4th July. On the 5th I
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commenced crossing over thle command, and completed it oil the 6th.
We arrived here on the 8th With the wagons and lack train, and
foutd C((olonel Craig, with hlis compallny of Noz Pelces, Waiting for us.
They fired us a salute as we passed, Which was returned, and the best
fe elin g prevailed throughout.
On the 6th I received an express from Captain Goff, stating that
Major Laton had found a large encamlnpnent of Indians on the head
of John Day's river, and had requested him to co-operato with hin.
Captain Goff immediately moved to his assistance with seventy-five
men and twenty days' rations, The two forces, when together, would
amount to about one hundred and fifty men The body of Indians
was reported to be about four hundred, though most probably exaggeratecd. I hope to hear ^from- them in a fbw days, and think they
will give a goo(l account of themselves.
I think, fronm information received, that there is a body of Indians
at the Grande} Ronde. I shall move in that direction as soon as arare ma(le for taking care of the horses and supplies by
rangements
making corals andn block-houses. If I find them, I will strike them
and follow thaem, until I drive thlem out of the country.
From the best information that I have, the hostiles had broken
up since the council with Colonel Wright, the Yakima's going up
on the Colunilhia, a portion of them crossing over to the Spokane river,
near Walker & Eel's mission, with thle intent to make a large camp
in connexion. wVith thle Spokatnes, for the PI lpOsC of fishing (luring
the summer and 'fall. The Tralt, Des Chutes river, and a portion: of
the Klillatats, tare6 thle Ind(ians that Major Laton discovered on JohIn
Day's river. There intentions Iwere to go on the head of that river,
and if not interrupteld to remain there; but if disturbed to go south
on thle California road, to some large lakes which lie east of the Cascades, opposite to thle up)per settlements of the Willamette, where
there is a good chance to gather berries. A large portion of the
Cayllses have Probably gone to the Grande Ronde, though this is not
certain.T1
Yesterday I took most of the officers of the command, wvent to the
Ncz lPerce.s camp-nid had a talk with the 'ISpotted Eagle,'" an( other
chiet's and hadlie men present, Colonlel Craigr acting as interpreter I
to then, as Well as possible , the reasons whly you had not
explaiiled
visited their country art the time you hlaid set. I assured them of your
appreciation of their services anrd good conduct, and expressed the
hope thlat the same friendly relations would always continue. I then
asked eaell of tlhe officers in tturn, whlethecr the)- had anything to say,
to wllell all answered. that I had saidl what they Wvould say, that
thle governor's heart was their heart. Tllhis wias interpreted and l)ro(11ce(l anlt excellent effect. I then asked theni to speak, which they
did(, Its you will see by thle enclosed document, notes taken by Captain
Dc Lacy (urli'ing thle coInference.
I wats paired to lealn from Sppotted E1acrglo, that so ne of his l)eOPle
looked (lown upon hlimn because hie hadibecolllm aI volunteer, ald said
thaift lhe ws rno longer a chief. I assured him that he was a chif
in(l would always be, considered as such by yoll anid1ll1 tho whlites
that hXe3 ha1d acted justly and rightly, aned would alwaYs be respected
11. Ex. Doc. '6 --12
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for it. I would respectfully suggest that you refer to this matter
when you write again.
The Nez Percen vWill remain neutral in the war, but will do everything in their power to bring the war to a close.
I shall send the wagon train back to the Dalles as soon as possible
for sllpllies, The plan that you recommends would, in my judgment)
be inexpedient, as the road across the Cascades is a bad one, and but
little could be haul.ed over it. Colonel Craig moves to-morrow for the
Nez Perces country.
Major Maxon's company has not yet reported to me for duty, but
continue separate.
Colonel Craig informs me that he is somewhat at a loss with regard
to the distribution of the Indian goods. He has received no instrulctions relative to it, and would like to hear immediately.
I shall express you again when Captai Goff returns.

Respectfully,

B. F. SHAW,
Lt. Cot., Com'g right wing, 2d ?'egiment, TV. T. V.
Governor IsAAC I. STEVENS,
Commander-in-chief TV. T. Volinicer8, Olympia.

Bough note8 of

a

talk held vithI the Nez Percent band, under the command of tke Spotted Eagle.
MILL CREIEK, July 11, 1856.

After Colonel Shaw had made some remarks and explained why the
governor had not come into their country at the time appointed, and
fad expressed the :governor's satisfaction at their peaceable and
friendly conduct, and bad also explained that the hostile tribes would
be warred with until the murderers and instigators of the war were
given up, the chiefs were then invited to sp)eak, whereupon several of
them delivered themselves as follows:

SPOTTErD EAGLE.-A year ago Governor Stevens spoke to us on this
council ground, and asked us, the chiefs, to go to the Blackfoot council with him. Many did not go; but I wanted to go and see the
people that I always liked to flght with. Then I saw them, and both
parties talked as if we had always been friends. There we heard that
Ka-mia-kin and the Americans were fighting, anld started from there
and came to our own country. Then we heard that the Cayuses were
fighting with the Americans.
The Cayuses were my friends and relations ; we ate and drank,
played and were merry together. I thought of them ; if it is your
heart to go to war, it is not mine. I will not follow you. I will
never raise my gun to an American. No one has ever seens my hands
bloody with the blood of an American. My forefathers were always.
friendly with the Americans and French; so will I be. I thought I
would look on and see you fight. The white chiefs told me to keep them
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out of my coIn try afn(l, therefore, When they canme IVtold then to go
away, and t1at is the reason I have sat and wittchiedl my country. You
and tile Cayuses arc,, fighting; but keel) the disturbancess out of' my country. MyY o\n people tell Inc that t1he OayuSeS are inal at me.: It wasn not
I who fixed my heart against them it was their own bad conduct.
I hear that they say that they will kill us. I don't want to 'Ce them
do it, My oWn peOl))IC tell me .rI ain not a chief any more, andI I (onf't
call InysCef suh1¢ anIy more. If they kill William (Craig,) then I will
dlie too. My owim p)eop)le tell mc that I am no longer a chief.
)3LONEL SHAW answered th.tt the white peoI)le lecognised him as a
great chief;, nnd respected him as suIch,. That Governor Stevens had
been bred uip a soldier, and that all the white chiefs then present had
been private voltinteers.

JOSEI)Jr.-I have hea(Ird what you have said; you have spoken on the
right side those who speak right don't shed blood ; those who talk
leit sinistere) shed blood. I make mny children talk right. I am glad
to hear thlat you have not conme to shed the blood of those who talk
right; those you lhave come to seek talk left, an(l are bad men.
TmolTnvy.-Froya m1y own heart I have nothing to say, but I talk
for the Lawyer. Lawyer says, ' my children, I am a cripple, and can't
go to meet American friends. When you see our friends from Governor Stevens, you will greet then for me. I can't travel now, but
when I can I will." I heard what the Lawyer said, and hear what
you say, andl my heart is glad. We saw last year the laws the President sent us, andi we thern adopted them with all our hearts, and have
kept them since.
BiLrrY.-I have heard my chiefs speak, and that is our heart. We
are a ioor lpeoplle, and when we have no one to think for us we are
)O°lo. We are in hopes that you will go straight by what you say.
The Preisdent hIas sent us word to be friendly, and we will do so. We
have one man to tell uts what to do, and wo will do it. We have
Ou1' horses, cattle, and country as we have always had, and they are
ours as they always hnave been. If we follow the3 bad people it is just
the sttnflC as if we gave everythinitg away. We are glad to have you
talk thuls ; we are i poor people, and you have pity on us.

WE-os-lius.-Every little country has its chiefs; the little country I
conie fnisol has no ch-ief'. Gov. Stevens made the Lawyer the big chief;
we, therefore, listen to him. When the big chiefs speak, I listen,
and say II yes." I took iny gun to guar(l the white people, and 'tis
the reasorl. Why thle Cayuses killed my horses. I have listened to
what the older ment have said, and agree with them.
JoS1,14J, again.-I have no heart to say anything ; I listen, and say
One has spoken, and on that account I speak ; it is no one
here, however. It is not on account of the young mhen here that I
speak. (Col. Craig here explained that he alluded to something

"yes.
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which had been said by another member of theltribe who was absent.)
I never talk when the white chiefs talk. Why should( I? If I should
speak, it would bc about taking care of my children. (Col. hawbhere
explained that he alluded to the reservation to be fortned.) I will
speak of my children some other time.
TALKING TonAcco.-I can only say, "1 thank you".' What you say
comes as if from the President, and I am glad to hear it. 1 heard
what the governor said before) and I said yes to it. Ho shllowed ul s
the laws, an(l I have had them ever since. I have heard wialit the
white chiefs say ; they speak as if we had one bol)y and one soul
with the Americans. We are )oor. They give us the laws, and we.
are thankful.

Josivi.-T here are a great many of' our people who are not here,
,d who are waiting to hear whliat is said ; we will tell then, an(1redort it straight. We don't know the Cayuses hearts ; p)erhaps
they give up, l)erlaps not; wey cannot tell. There alrc other chiefs
above, but their heartX are the same with us. Billy says true ; we
have not different heart.; what our chiefs tell us, we do.
COL. SIAW.- If the Cayllses give up1' the instigators of the wvar to
be dealt with according to law, we would make aIt treaty with the lest.
The best way would be for the tribe to deliver theni l). However, it
makes no difference in the end. We will hunt themn out whatever
time it takes. It may take a month, a year, five years, but we will
hunt them out ; an(l it would be better for the tribe to give then up,
and thus avoid the loss and destruction which a war ,always occasions,

TInOTHY.-There were many who expected the governor to come
over and see them this season. There were many of the Nez Perces
at the time of the council over the mountains. These people expected
to hear this season all about the council from the governor himself.
The winter set in very hard and no express could reach themi; that it
was only this sinner that they heard the news ; that it was only this
time that they heard that those Who had stopped to -guar(l Craig and
the government p)rop)erty would be fed.
There being no one else disposed to speak, the council adjournede.
ASpeeches of several Ncz Perce's chkifs at a connflid Ilel(1 at Laperai, Nez
Perc&q country, Wasthinlgton [RrUiory, ini presence of C(aptain Robie,
July 14, 1856.
TimE IAN-WVITII-TIIE-ROPB-INIIS-AIOuJTI.--I was on the oth er side of
the mountains ; I w*as listening on both si(les ; I was looking- to the
east, then I looked in this direction, and the chief's of this country
were looking at me. Then I hear(l from the chiefs of this country. I
did riot know what they were doing; it was like they were bitten by
mosquitoes; and I did not kno'v what was biting Ily chief. The
news passed by letter, and I heard they were hanging, lpeolple in this
country; and I said here the wives and childrenl8sh1oul1d comIe and hear
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being hangred. I knew white man, I speak from a paper. The
people are not that 1)Ut white man to death.l I heard that they
were paid for hanging them. I would like for thle people that hanged
them to b)e hlele and hear what I say. I believe that the people that
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hanged them, their blood will be sold ; that thle children of those
people, their blood Will be sold also. rThese things all come to Me
as if o01 paper. The Great Spirit is all arou8ndus ; the earth is the
Great Spirit ; the light is the Great Spirit. Children are not to be
urnlishe(l for the offences of their parents. Those who say the children
must b)e puinish9ed havelto to live without law. See these people ; the
laws bear them dovn ; it is as though a heavy load lay on then ; they
can't stan(l under it. I will show the reason before I am clone; lie
that is the cause *vill burn by and by. In the east there are seven
stars they talk to one another, and collect together, and they sent
one of them down onl the earth ; that star was sent onl the earth to
take chatrg(,e of tle l)cople, that their bodies will never return to dust
again ; and that star is the chief that takes care of the bodies of the
pcol)le that told them to be patient and wait for good counsel; that
is the reason why I say, why (1o the Americans trouble it civil people
avnd far beyond, there is light, and
about their countryP In heaven,:
my brothers cannot lead me about by their laws. The Americans
cannot take a bird off my head. I will take hold of thle 1)ird and put
it on my head; int that way I would lose my life. That is the reason
why I hlave nothing to say about the people, and they have nothing
to say to me. The Great Spirit will speak his own mind. This is all
I have to say.

EAOLE FRoMI THlf LJtT.-I am
n anxious to hear my people speak their
hearts. We met last night, but it vas too late. We kept our friend
here to-clay to here us tell our hearts. When I was on the other side
of the mountains, I heard of three of my 1)001)10 )eing killed and
han ged. That has been on my mind ever since. At one time I heard
of a relatie of mine being killed, and another lianged. The man who
was killed was at neall relative of mine. The man who was hangedat
Red Wolfe's grouInd, was also a relative of mine. I learn, that lie was
hanged for burninlg (I house. I am ignorant whether he did so or not.
Property is not equal to at man's life, therefore the man should not lose
his life for burning a house. Another mani for so601e reason was hanged.
I un(lerstoodl that GOV. Stevens said at the council that our bodies
lives.) should all be on anl equality. There was no council held between the Indianlis and Whites about the hanging of' these menit was only among the whites. I d(1 not know what these peol)le were
l)ut to death for. I heard that four of' thle Americans disputed as to
%which of' them killed the Nez Percis last fall. I don't hear the Amnericans say: Fetch out these men and have them changed ; nor do I say
that they should be changed. Last year we all talked in friendship
but it is since that talk that this blood has run. The death of those
three men, I consider , has broken the treaty ; anrd I say to the Amenricans, move qfl. This is what I: say. The death of those three Ilien
has broken the treaty with the United States, and the Awericans had )et-
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ter move oT Outr country Ids a though no treaty had been madle. No
council was calle(l to try these three men. Thle law: is, a Council
shoRld be held to make law; but no council was held to nlake law to
kill these three people. I am here to attend such couicils; but there
was no council about it ; and this can never be made straight. Tlhere
were chiefs on the other side of the mountains, but thley, were not
called to the council. I have always thought a great (teal of' the
Americans, and I thought they would (lo everything justly and by
coUncilR; but I now know the hearts of the wvlhitest and i now wish
thlem. to know my heart. rihat is the reason why I wish thle Anmericans to stay away and not come to my country. Tlrn1 Presidenit sent
his talk to us, an(d now I awish this to go to thle President. I don't
wish to do any thing ill an un(derhande(l manner. That is all I have
to say.
RrCHlARD.-The Looking-glass orders me to speak. These councils
that have been held, and the governor alnd the people) that hel(l them,
I have seen none of them. The governor has spoken to us and called
us his friends. He spoke about our lives and qour country. The
council was held as though by only one-half of' the p0eop)le. I want
Governor Stevens and the American people to think of' us a 1)OO' people.
Trhe Americnn laws are that we meet always without guns, and in
that way we can always have friendship. I want to see Governor
Stevens himself, an(l not his people. I am afraid, and that is the
reason I want to see him in person. I like his talk w*hen he said he
liked my people. It is about that one thing I should like to hear one
word from him, and then we could Ineet and rejoice. I don't just
speak for myself, but for my l)eople, that all might hear him talk. I
am friendly to the Americans, and I don't like to hear of blood being
shed in our country. We are a poor people. I would like thle Americans to look upon us as a peol)le, and Snot shed blood in our country.
We don't want to see it. I am slowing my heart, and if they will
have pity on a poor l)eople, I will be thankful. That is all I have to
say.

STICKAS.-Last year all these people were at the council by thle treaty
there made. They were all bound, and from it we have not gone
astray. Now the young men think of' the proceedings at the council.
From that time we have not had a chance to see our chief. That is
the reason we don't know how to act. Since that time our bodies have
been laid oIn the prairies. Now I can turn round and see the people,
and it is time to help one another. I have spoken; I don't know
whether it is right or not; perhaps I have spoken too quick--without
thought. I am just as though I was alone here--alone by myself.
That is the reason why I speak to my children, to have strong mindsto look at me. I am walking about without anything to eat. Although
I am naked, I have not thought of going to war. My wlhole mnind is
to do what is i'iglit. I am just speaking as though I was speaking in
the rain. It is dark all around. Things are just as dark all around
as ever they were. This is all I have to say.
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SPEAKING EAGLEW-AIl thle 1)plc)1 sitti ng hero know that I still live
and listen to thle laws. I have not lost my faith in thoem. Although
I am bad, I have the sainei forlefathers that the rest have. I am from
thle samic place. Wilen thle laws caine from thle President they taught
what wats right and what wtas wrong ; and when I heard what the
governor had said, I said amllien to it, although I was not present.
Thiingtys are not now going right. When wvill they be made straight
again ? I call for my chlief, Govrn3
-nor Stevens, to come here and make
them straight again. That is all I have to say. There is liy chief,
the Lawyer, le talks for mnc.
ESCOTA.-Last year, when1 We were talking, the Lawyer was our head
man. We then 1istenedl to what wans said. It was from afar that the
commissioner was sent to u.s. I tol(l them you would talk right.
Tillen our head man tol(l them what E'llis had told them. H-e (Ellis)
told themn that thEy must listen when a b)ig chief caine to speak to
thiem; they must respect him, and they would hear what lhe hald to
stay. But I find a great mruany things have not been rcspecte(l that
were given to us. Our' hlead chief, before the laws came, gave us laws
about our bodies and our country. He told us to always respect our
friends and take care of ourselves. That is the reason why:I speak
for Governor Stevens and keep timings straighIt, and the people (all
not being p1)esenlt) cannot, or (0o not, understand it. The time has
about exI)ire(l when I was to hear from Governor Stevens, and he
)romise(l to conmc and see us this sJ)ring. It is different with the
whlites ; they have the laws and they know them. When these people came from the other side of the mountains they asked mne if the
timle was not out when Governor Stevens should have been here. Perhaps Governor Stevens thiinks these people all know, but they don't.
I iiever hear the Lawyer call his children together and tell them the
laws. The news that we hear from tihe President all comes to Goverlnor Stevens first, land then we hear it from him by Mir. Craig. That
is all I haive to say.

EUTRA-A-MELICAN.--I Will speak to my chief from the east. HIe has
given inC talk. It is not from any thing I know of myself; it is
what I have been taught. I have heard that all that has been told
me has come straight; he said for us to appoint a head chief among,
uts; he has given ine laws, and I am not going to throw them back to
himn. I like them, and when I hear news from them I believe ; I do
not (loilbt; I am not one who always doubts. Governor Stevens has
given us laws, and we have not followed them straight; lhe hnq also
given us anl agent whllo is now present. That is the reason why I cannot give him back the laws; lie has given them to us, and I can't give
themt back. When I heard that he was sending some things to this
country, I said yes, I am glad of it, I ani not a, man that doubts these
things. I told my children to speak straight, and tell their hearts.
And now I have spoken my heart.
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1Ialk qf Ike Nex Pecrcc's chiefs to Colonel B. F. S/haw, as taken by colonel
tJam. Oa'ig, at Lapulr-ai, NATez erc63 country, July 28, 1856.

F1moM LAWVYER, head chief.-Governor Stevens knew our hearts
lnst fihil. When lie left ero the chiefs from both
wlhOn h cainel holas

rivers went with him, annl I rejoicc(l When I heard lhe had got to his
own people in *Whitnian valley. I know Governor Stevens has not
have not forgotten
forgotten urs, and I am thankful to say my 0eol)lC
him. All the people, even the Blackfeet, are thankful. to kno'v lieogot
home safe, for lhe is our friend and chief. I am speaking to nmy friend
Colonel S1aw, although I never saw him ; but Governor Steven s
knows m1e, an(l I am anxious to see Colonel S1hw. lie askIs our
chiefs what they mean by stulch talk, and I am glad to hear them say
they wvill talk so no more; they wili have just one heart With their
chief. Althouglh there are sonmc of our chiefs absent, yet I know their
hearts ; they are not different from those of us who are present. This
day we speeak with one heart and one voice.
LAWYER.
Your friend,
FPoAI T1uE TALKING OwI .--Yes, my chief, you ask me to spealk my
heart, and I will do itstraight. It is good to ask questions and answer them straight. Mly friend, I have never taken my gun to flight
the whites, nor never Will. I do not differ from my Tlbiefs. If I have
saiid anything bad I am sorry for it; I now speak from my heart. I
say no more bad things. It Governor Stevens has any lriovilslorls for
US, I am thankful to receive them:; or anything else. I am glad to say
that we 'take hold of others hands and hold-: themli-not to let themii go.
Colonel Shaw tells me it is right. Althollughl we are far apart, our
hearts are together, and we say yes to all our chieffs, aind to Colonel
Shaw and Governor Stevens.
Your friend,
TALKING OWL.

FRoSi EAGLE FROM TImE LIGmT.-Yes, my friend, you have askedd
me some questions Which I think ae righlt, I answer themn truly.
W0Te are a l)~Ir people; tell us Wvhat to do, and we will do it. The
meaning I had in saying no more provision0s to come, and for thle
whites to stay where they were, was because thley are at war in the
country between us and Governor Stevens, and I thoutghllt they had
better stay away until peace was M.ade. If I said Wrong, I am sorry
for it, for I know Governor Stevens, anAl he is my friend. We are
all of' the same flesh and blood, and why sliould we have (lifferent
hearts. We have all one heart.
Your friend,

TIPPEI-LANNA-COWPA,

(Or, Eagle from the Light.)
FROM TIHE LOOKING-GLAs.-Gov. Stevens knows my heart. It is
the same as I have told himT; it is not changed. He has spoken of
his children ; he pitied them. I have done all I could to get theon to
go and give up, and not act as they are doing. It is all false it any
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person Las sai(1 that I had any notion to ever take mlly guln lin hland to
figlt the whiteS.
A friend,

LOOKING-GTLASS.
FRnOM TVi TI!ItEE FiFEATHIES,--LaSt fall I talked with Gov. Stevens,
Mnt mly heart has not changed. I know of no one that wishes to take
his g(Un. If theree is any, lbe's Ilot known to Rio.
A friend to the white ian,

THREE FEATHERS.
Fitom .iTowmJsTs-w ow-1oorI, a Caynse ch'kf,-Now that I hear the
clliefif speak wvith one heart, I come to listen to them; anld I anm gglad
they have blut one heart, and mily heartt is with them. I heard them
slcakmyself, and( they tall strai'gtlit. Iklnowv their learats are riglht;
an(l we 'all send the same talk to Col. Shaw. I know hIimi to be the
friend: of' all good peo)ple. Trhis is all I have to say to our friend,
Col. Shaw.
HOWLISJI-WON-POOL.

GENERAL ODER11S-No. 6.

The commander-in-chief, for himself and tiIe inhabitants of Washington Territory, desires me to express to Lieutenant Colonel Sfhatv,
the gallant officers and men of the right wing of thle 2d regiment,
andi the officers and men of the commands of Major, kSayton, of Oregon
Territory, and Captain Golf, of WXXashington Territory, hiis higlh appreciation
~of their late brilliant and successful achievements at the
battles of Grande Ronde and Burnt river.
The intelligence of these successes has given the highest gratification to those of their fellow-citizens of the Territory, whio are well
awvare the blessings of a permanent peace witlh the savages can be obtained only through such vigorous antd decisive blows ats those inflicted
at the Grannd Ronde andl Burnt river.
Ordei-s are issued to raise 200 mien to strengthen the command of
Liellutenilt Colonel Shaw. Ample supplies are being: collected, and
nothing will be left undone to furinish every support to the braave anfd.
gallant territorial forced, whose energetic, active, and intelligent
officers are so ably seconded by gallant and willing men, with. the assulance to the iight wing of the 2(1 regiment that its p Iatriotic and
Vlgorlotus services are fully understood at headquarters, and that the
plCesen t and fu tuxre citizens of Washillgton Territory will fully appreciate the), an(l perpetuate their memory in history.
B3y order of the governor and commander-in-clhief,:
JAMES TILTON,

Adjutant General Jr. T1'. Volunteers.
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Report of Lieutenant Colonel Siaw.
I1HEADQTJAR'1rns, C11xp ON MILr)T CRIEEK,

July 24, 1856.
SIR: InI my letter of thel 12th instant, I announced my intention of
making a scout towards the Grande Ronde, as soon its I could make
tho necessary arrangements for placing this post in security during
my absence.
rbo trails-toward it were reconnoitred, an( an excellent guide secuired-'' Captain John, " a Nez Pelrco' chief.
I started at dark, on the evening of the 14th instant, with the majority of the command, consisting of six companies, viz: Lieutenant
Williams, Lieutenant Wait, Captain Miller, Captain He1nness, and
Major Maxon, in all one hundred and sixty men and officers, besides
the lack train, with ten days' rations. We inarched all night, so as
to get into the mountains before daylight, so that the dust could not
be discovered. We took a trail only travelled by Indians, and but
little frequented by them lately. We arrived in the Grand (Ronlde
valley on the evening of the. 16th, and camped on a branch of the
Grande Ronde river. in the timber, sending spies in advance, who
returned and reported no fresh sign.
Oil the morning of the 17th, (leaving Major BlancenshIip, of the
central, an(l Captain Miller, of the southern battalions, assisted by
Captain DeLacy, to take up the line of march for the main valley )
I proceeded ahea(l to reconnoitre, accomIpanied by Major Maxon, Michael Mnarchmean, Captain John, and DoctoIr Burns. After proceeding about five miles, we ascended a knoll in the valley, from which
we discovered dust arising along the timber of the river. I imlinediately sent Major Maxon and Captain John forward to reconnoitre,
and returned to hurry uip the command, which was not far distant.
The command was instantly formed in order, Captain Miller's company in advance, supported by Maxon's, Henness', and Powell's
companies, leaving the pack train in charge of the guard, under Lieutenant Goodwin, with a detachment of Goff's company, under Lieutenant Wait, and Lieutenant Williams' company in reserve, with
orders to follow on after the command.
The whole command moved on quickly in this order, until within
half a mile of the Indians' village, where we discovered thlat thel pack
train had moved to the left, (lown the Grand Ronde river. At this
moment a large body of warriors came forward, singing and whooping, and one of them waving a white manl's scalp on a p)ole.
One of them signified a desire to speak, whereupon I sent Captain
John to meet him, and formed the command in line of battle. When
Captain John came up to the Indians, they cried out to one another
to shoot him, whereupon he retreated to the command, and I ordered
the four companies to charge.
The design of the enemy, evidently, was to draw Us into the brulsh
along the river, where, from our exposed position, they wold have
the advantage-they no doubt having placed an ambush there. To
avoid this, I charged down the river, towards the pack train. The
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there made search in different directions, and finally found the body
of' one of ll's men, (Tooley,) and where thle 'Major hlad eneallmped in
the brUsh. FroM other signs, it became evident to me tilhit the Major
hlad retnrned1 to this post by the same trail by which we first entered
the valley.
Being niearly out of provisions, an(l unable to folloiv tle Indians
from this delay, I conclude(d fo r etin to the catni I recruit for
another expdition. in conjunction with Captain -Goff, who lhad, I presulmed, returned f'rom, his expedition to John Day's river.
I 81 01o1( have mentioned p)reviotisly, thlat in the :chargte, thle com.
mand cal)turea, and afterwards (destroyed, about 150 horse load(s of
lacamas, lrie(l beef, tents, .
flour, coffee, sulgar, an(l abot 100
pounds of'aammnlltition, and a 0IIat quantity of'tools an(I kitclle flarnittre. 'We took also about 200 horses, 111ost of Which wIere shot,
there being about 100 serviceable animals.
There wvere present on the ground, from what I saw, and from information received frorro ;:two squaws taken prisoners, al)oltt 300 wva1rriors of the Cayuse, Walla-Wallat, Umatilla, Tyli, John i)ay, and Des
Chuttes tribes, commanded by the following chiefs :- Stock Whitley
and Sim-mlris-tas-tas, Des Chutes andlTyh ; Chick-iah, Plyore, Wic-ecai Wat-alh-striiar-tih, Win-inii-swoot, Cayuses; Tah-kinm-Cayuse,
the son of Pen-pu-mox-mox, Walla-Walla,; and other chiefs of' less
note.
The whole comman(l, officers anld men, bellaved. well. The enemy
was run on the gallop for fifteen, miles, and most of' those who fell
were shot with the revolver. It i's impossible to state how many of the
enemy were killed. Tiventy-seven bodies were counted by one individual, and. many others wve know to have fallen and been left, but
were so scattered about that it was impossible to get count of them.
When to these we add1 those killed by Major Mlaxon's com1ma1nld, on
thee other side of the river, we may safly conclude that at least forty
of' tle enemy were slain, and many went off wotin(led. When we left
the valley, there was not an Indian in it; and all the sign went to
show that they had gone a great distance from it.
On the 21st instant, we left tile valley by the emigrant road, tnd
ih nter,
commellcedl our return t(G: camp. During the night,)gieut.
with an
came
into
camp
of the NVashingtoil Territory volunteers,
theat
the clapexpress from Captain Goff. I leam'ned, to my surprise,
taim, and Major Layton had seen 'Indians on John Day's river ; had
followed thllenl ovel to tile head of the Burnt river, andlhad had aL fight
with them, in which Lieutenant Enstis andi one private were killed,
and somne seven Indians. They were shaping their couIrse foi' the(
Grand Ronde valley, and. hadl sent for provisions and fresh horses.
I immediately sent Lieutenant Williams back with all iny spare provisions and horses, and. continued my march. On Wild Horse creek
I came across Mr. Files, a packmaster, who had been left in camp,
who informed me, to my extreme satisfaction, that Major Max-on and
his command had arrived in camp safe, and were then near ms %with
provision and ammunition. Thgse I sent on immediately to Captain
Goff.
I learned that Major Maxon had been attacked in the valley, by a
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large force of Indians, on the day of tile fght, had gained tlle bsNIh
and killed many of them ; thavt at night he tried to find Our camp,
andl hearing a noise like a child crying, probably one, of thle captured
squnavs, hald collnltuded that lmy comluland had gone Onl to Powder
river, a1nd that the Indians ha(l returned to the valley by another
callyon. He inoved lhis position that night, and the next day saw the
scout looking for hirn, but in the distance thought it was at band of
Indianlls hunilltintg his trail. Conceiving hiiinmself cuit ofi from thle comniand, ihe thought it best to return to this canmp, thinking that wo
Would b)e on OU waty back to Grand Ron(do with provisions and am-

Munition.
Enclosed y1oul will find the surgeon's repot of the killed and
wounded.
Respectfully, &c.,
13. F. SHAW,
Lictlu. Col., Commanding Expedlihton, to Yakinma.
JAMIEs rIITONT Esq.,

Adt(lant General TV. T. V., Olympia.
DR. 3IRNS' REPORT.

IJEAI)QUART'RS RIaGT WINO 21) REr1'T W. T. V.
cAmp RMill Creekc, Walla- Walla Valley, July 24, 1856(.
KSw1t: I sen(l yoou my relport of the kille(l andi wounded in the engagecnints oln thle Bullrnt river and Grand Ronde on the 15th and 17th
July, 1856.

Lielutenalt E ustis, company N, killed, residence, Lucklaitaute, 0.
T. ; 1)nniel Smith, company K, killed, residence, French PrLaIie, 0.
T. ; Jamies Chelry, company IK, ounled in. the thigi, sliglhtly,
residence, 0. T.; William F. Tooley, company A, killed, residence,
Cape Horn :mouintatin; Vrn. Irven, company A, killed, residence,
Vancoutver, W. T. ; William Hiolmes, company K, killed, residence,
Thiurston collnty, W. T.; Thomas Como, company A, dangerously
woun(led, residence, Vancouver ,V. T. ; Shirley, ensign, company C
wounded in the nose and cheek; William Downey, company D,
WOllfnlded( in thle knee With a". arrow, slightly; T. N. Silley, company
T, foireat'm fracti-ied alnd head cut, by an Indian, With an emllpt.y gunll.
I reirviini, respectfully, yours, &c.,
MATT'HEW P. BURNS, AL D.,
Equrgeon 2d IReyim-ict [1'. V.
JitAri;S TIrONT, E3sq.,

ildjulatt General TV. T.

V.

.Jforec8

HEADQUARTERS MILL CREEK,
July 26, 1856.
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
Smlt:
Onl the 24tIh I arrived here in the evening, and fund that Mr. Robie
had just p)1eced(led Inc from the Nez Perc6 country by about two hours,
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He brought me the dis'ag"recable intelligence that the Nez Per"ces had
shown a hostile di~s1osition; said that they wishe(l 11o white man in
their country, and,l moreover, that the treaty was broken.
Pearson inflormed me that they were painting, beating their drums,
and (lancini, war-(lances all night.
P'ierre Mfortia, IHowlish Wan-pool, arid several Nez-Perces accompanlied Mr. Iobie.
I had a talk With these men, and then sent " Captain Jolhn. " with
a message to the Nez l'erc6 chief.
"I told them that I did not come to fight the Nez Perc6s, but the
hostile Indians ; that I was tired of persuading people to be peaceable,
and that if their drums :beat fbr war, we would parade for battle
that we would be friendly if they were fillendly, and if hostile, we
would be hostile too:; that they had said that they were willing for
Governor Stevens to send men through their country, and that if hle
thought p)I'ol)er he wouldI (1o so."
I am. expecting his (Captain Jolhn's) return every day.
*

*

*

*

*

*

*

*

*

Respectfully,
B. F. SIJAW,
Liueut. Col., C(omd'g Expedition to Wvaila- Walla.
Governor ISAAC I. STEVBNS,
Conimander-in-clie/ 1Wz T. Volunteers., Olympia.

1hEADQUARTERS) FIRST REGIMENT 0. Al. VOLWNTEERS,

Portland, 0. T., June 13, 1856.
I)
a
SiR:
communication under date at Beniciia, California, April
2, 1856, published in the National Intelliqencer, over his own signature, General Wool indulges in several dlirect and weighty charges
against the volunteers who wereunder my command in the WallaWalla country, indirectly reflecting upon myself; It i.s due the volunteers and the people of Oregon, that these malicious inventions,
unsupported by a single circumstance, and havilngf no foundation in
truth, should be noticed and refuted.
General Wool asserts: " As the volunteers, having no boats, could
not cross Snake river, the retreat of the Indians closed the winter
campaign, except to plunder the friendly Cayuses of their horses and
cattle." This charge is unqualifiedly false. It has no relationship
with truth. And as General Wool has never placed hi8 foot within
a distance of nearly two hundred miles of the "friendly Cayuses
camp, he cannot consistently make claim to any personal knowledge of
the correctness of his grave accusation. Not an officer or soldier tinder hiun has visited the Walla-Walla country since the inception of
the present Indian war. Who imparted to him the information he so
boldly declares and vouches to be true, he does not disclose, ;but who.
ever his informant is, that man has imposed upon the aced annd credulous General, and deceived him by statements the reverse of trthl.
On the approach of our troops in December last, to the occupancy of
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the Walla-Walla country,.the friendly Cayuse and Walla-Walla Indianls ifin)lored our protection fromn tile th reatcnled ven geanrce of' their
own brethren. These f.ieondly Indians numbered, inen, women, and
children, about one hundiled and thirty. Tite remainder of tlec Cayuse and Walila-Walla, thle Umatilla and I4esimutes Indians, were in
o0)0n11hostility to us, and this rupture had long been l)linned and determined. It was the resIult of no sudden impulse. It was not prodticd
by tile forward movement of our troops to their country. The legitimate certainty of these facts will be apparent from the testimony addllced on the trial of certain Indinsi li February last, a rel)ort of
which will be submitted to you by Judge Advocate W. H. Farrar.
Trhe protectionclaimed by the friendly Indians was readily promised
and afforded, although to tho serious inconvenience and detriment of
the service and the company employed therein.
Tliholughout the winter, and until the removal of those Indians to
thi 'Nez Perces, they were encamped at a distance of ten miles from
the encamlpment of our troops, except that, at their urgent solicitation
the French and half-breed company, (K,) encamped at their village.
Several times intlhe winter I was at the Indian village, and held council with the chiefs and principal men. Never a word of complaint
wvas lisped to meabout company-(K.) Twice, and twice only, did
the Indians complain of tiny wrong having been done them by the
volunteers, and both acts consisted in taking of a horse. In each instance the horses were restored, and the Indians were satisfied. On
one occasion some three hundred head of horses were driven into our
camp. Nearly all were wild, unbroken animals. They were believed
to belong to members of the war party. They were, howeverT., claimed
by some1 of the friendly Indians as their individual property, and although the brands upon the animals did not correspond with the
brands given to us by the Indians as their own, in order to prevent
any ill feeling and difficulty, all but one horse was turned ovei to the
Indialns on their mere claim of ownerslhip. The retention of the single
hose I justify, It bore the brand of thle notorious Finie Crow,) one of
the principal hostile chiefs. It was identified by a large number of
vollunteelrs ias having been used by him in the battle of Walla-Walla,
and it bore the evidence of a gun-shot wound received in that battle.
It is true w, obtained, and used for subsistence, some of the cattle
claimed by the friendly Indians. This was never done, however,
when we had or could procure beef from any other quarter. But in
every instance the cattle were purchased from the Indians, and the
pricc agreedl on therefor, was the same as allowed to our own citizens
with wlhol we contracted for cattle. The Indians repeatedly expressed
themselves as perfectly satisfied With the business transactions between
us. The imputation that the volunteers and their officers "plundered
the friendly Cayulse" is a malignant fabrication. I hesitate to believe
that General Wool has so grossly debased himself as to originate this
shameless defamation. In his distempered spleen, he has suffered to
be palmed upon his eager willingness to believe all things detrimental
to the citizens of Oregon, these shameless libels, which had their origin
in the vicious brain of one or two persons, whose reputation for truth
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andl Veracity is not uf a very high order in the community of their
resi(lence.
generall Wool should have made so5me little inquiry nRs to thie character ot' his informants, before lending the prestige of his name and
official station to the endorsement of' s0 gravel a charge. It would
have l)een fill better for his own reputation foir prudence an(l a Iviln he re-sorted
linguess to accord to the volunteers their ,just de3erts, had
to this P)leciluItionlary measure. It would have saved hini fromt tile
sentiments to ourlW citipaiifdll exposure of a portion of his vindictive
zensf, ^Which lhe has frequently and weaklly suffered to become mhanifiost,
Another statement made by General Wool I be, to notice. He
says ''In Fe1bruary, thirteen wagons loa(ded with supplies, including
ammnlinition for the volunteers, guarded by only four mnen, wvere captured by thel Indians between the3 Umatilla and Fort Walla-Walla."
This charge is as l)asely false as the one to which I have above re)liel. Until I readl this,:in the letter of General Woo1 to the National
Intelligencer, the report had not reached my ears, and I was not aware
that this unnmitigated untruth wvas emn)loyed by General Wool to the
disparagement of thle volunteers and the discredit of our whole peoplc. Froln the commencement of the war to the month of March
last, not a single wagon belonging to the volunteer service had been
between the " Uniatilla and Fort Walla-Walla." At no time were
there as many as " thirteen wagons " in any train, loaded or unloaded.
From first to last, the Indians have not "captured a wiagoIl tralin
loaded with suppliess' During the whole period of the war, the lndians have not succeeded in capturing a single article of quartermaster
or conMrnissary stores or supPlies, :ammunition, or a wagon In this
respect thle volunteer service presents a much clearer record than does
that of General Wool. The Indians have captured, from thle forces
of General Wool, supplies for the regulars, while fromt the volunteers
they have not such success to boast. In this connexion I ally allude
to the falet thalt in April last, ill the Yakimaf country, my command
recal)tured froIn: the Indians a portion of the amm1u111nition :obtained
by them when they attacked and cap)tured thbe:Cascades, within rifle
r:nge of the veteran Wool's own trained bands.
I have thus noticed the only accusations pIreferred by General Wool
against thle volunteers and their officers since the date of mny commission as colonel of: the northern regimrent-the 21st Decemnber. I
regret the necessity that demanded ot me the refutatioln of th grave
an(d serious fildselloods promulgated by General Wool, and so I)ersistently adhered to by one who mighthave added to his laurels, anid
enhanced the esteem. in whichl he was once held by the people of Oregon, if he3 had applied his strength to the defence of" our wide spreaC(
and unprotected settlements, in lieu of having wasted his energies in
unnmanly dissemination of base detractions and false accusations of
those brave and gallant men I had the hlonor to command.
I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
THOS. R. CORNELIUS,
1st
Colonel I egirnent 0. 211. Volunteers.
His Excellency GEO. L. CURRY,
Governor and Commanider-in- chief.
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WASHINGTON, August 14, 1856.
SrA: Since Iny arrival 1t Washington, my attention has been drawn
to certain letters frorn nGencral John E. Wool, addressed to the Departmnent of War, and thle newspaper press of the day, in reference
to the Indian war in the Territories of Oregon and Washington.
I have no controversy vith General Wool, and I most cheerfully
confide in the government to determine whether there is not just
cause of complaint against this distinguished officer. If his official
action, as chief in commlln(l of the'department of the Pacific, requires
him to resort to such m11eans to justify himself as exhibited in his vinlictive efforts to manuflicture public opinion, and to, prejudice the
government against the people of those Territories, then I have to
say, that it may well be questioned .whether that conduct can stand

the tcst of' honest and faithful investigation.
I desire to have it understood that I am ready at any moment to be
held to the strictest accountability for all my undertakings in defending the people of Oregon fro m Indian aggression.
1 have the honor to call your attention to the enclosures herewith,.
with the request that they inay be properly filed for future reference.
I am, very respectfully, y.9ur obedient servant,
GEO. L. CURRY,
Governor of Oregon.
Hon. JEFFERSON DAVIS,

Secretary of WYar.

FORT WALLJA-WALLA, October 12, 1855.

To the settlers in the Walla- JMalla and Umatilla valleys:
I am of the opinion that the Indians in this vicinity are about to
join in thle war commenced upon the whites onr the north side of the
'Colunibia by the Yakimas and others. In view of' such an event I
have written to the conmmanding officer at the Dalles for a military
force to escort the settlers out of' the country.
You will, therefore, hold yourselves in readiness to go on the arrival of such escort. Meanwhile, you will take slecl precautionary
steps as seem to you best calculated to ensure your safety until the arrival of said force.
I do not deem it advisable to make a rush, all at once, to get out
of the country, as it would cause an alarm amongst the Indians that
might cause an immediate outbreak.
NATHN&N OLNEY,
Indian Agent.
H. E,.-. DOC. 76- 13:

194

INDIAN AFFAIRS ON THE PAIFIC.

fLEADQIJA TERUS YA KIM EAXPEDITION,

JPolamn ('atlolic 1.AissiOn, Novemiber 13, 1855.
KAM-I-All-KITN, Highass T'yce of the Yaleimla Ifl1iafls:
Your talk by Padre Pandozy is ,jtst received.
You know ine, and I know y(u. Yolu came among the white people and to ily house at the Dalles with Padrel Pandozy, and gave men
it lhorse, which I didl not take, a8s Pa'n-a-wok had given Lieut, XVood
another horse for himi. You came in eacc-we come in war. And
wlhyv? Because your land has dirunk the b)loo0( of the white man, and
the Great Spirit requlires it at your hnand.
You make the sign of the cross, and pray to the God of 'rrutith for
mnercy, and yet you lie wlhenC you Hay y'ou"'werc very quiet, the Ainericans were our friends, our heart was not for the war,' until Governoto Stevens chan ged you'll feel ings; for long before the treaty, which
you angreedl to, yo0u I)roJ)ose(l to thle Walla-Walla chief, Pe- pe-o-moxi-mnox, to go to war, and kill oif all the whites. el told us so. You
had been p)reparing for this purpose a very long time; and: your )0eoCaylnsel, at the Walla-Walla council, before thle
ple agreed with the
all thle whites there, which was only preto
murder
treaty was made,
vented by the Nez Percrs disagreeing.(r
You know that you murdered white Men going to the mines) who
had done you no injury, and you murder all l)ersons, though no White
man had tresp)assed upon your lands. You sent me a delegation to
stop Hamilton and Pierce settling in your country. I wrote them a
letter, and they left. You murdered your agent, Bolon, for telling
you thle truth: that the troops would come upon you for these murders. Has his death prevenlte~d their Corning ? I sent a handlafll of
soldiers into your country to inquire into facts. It was not expected
that they should fight you, and they did right to return back.
Your foul: deeds were seen by the eye of the Great Spirit, who saw
Cain when he killed his brother Abel, and cursed him for it. Fugitives and vagabonds shall you also be, all that remain of you, upon
the face of the earth, as well as all who aid or assist you, until you
are gone.
You say now, " if wve will be qquiet, and make friendship, you will
not war with us8, but give a piece of land to all the tribes." Wee will
not be .quiet, but war forever, until not :a Yakima breathes in the land
he calls his8 own. The river only will iwe let retain this name, to
show to all people that here the Yakimas once lived.
You say that you will fight -us with' thousands, and if vanquished,
those cf you that remain will kill all your women and children, and
then the country will be ours. The country is ours already; as you
must see from our assembled army; for we intend to occupy it, and
make it too hot to hold you. We are braves,:and no brave makes war
with women and children. You may kill them, as you say, butt we
will not; yet we are thirsting for your blood, and want your warriors
to meet us, and the warriors of all tribes wishing to help you, at once
to come. The snow is on the ground, and the crows are hungry for
food. Your men we have killed; your horses and your cattle do not
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afford them enough to eat. Your people slhall not catch salmon hereafter for yoll, for I will send( soldliers to occupy your fisheries, and fire
UI)on youl. Your cattle and your horses, wlicht you got from thle whito
man, we Nvill hunt uplj, and kill atlt take themll from you. The earth
wh])ich ( rankC the 1lood( of the white Inaii, 810(1d by youl hanilds, shall
grow no1nor'e Wheat nor roots for you, for rwe wvill destroy it. Whlien
thle cloth that mnaks y(ur :clothing, your gulls alld your p)owder are
gonle, thle Nwlhite man will make you 110 ifOi',. W'Ve looked 111)(11 you
as8 ou11r children, aind trie(d to (l0 you good. We wvoull( not have cheated
you. The treatty which youl colmplain of, though sigrne(l by you,
.yoo too 1tuich f'or ytour landls, which tire most altl wvorthle.ss to thle
gave
White Imaln
1; hlut wve are not Sorry, for we are able to give ; and it
w11oulldhave hellefitted yo011, after yo0 8sign1ed the treaty with Governor
stevenls awln General Pallmelr, had you have(11told us that you did not
wish to able by it ; it would have been listened to. We wanted to
instruct you in all o r let caring ; to make aes, plollgls, and hfoes to
cultivatte the groundil; Iblankets to keep youi fromt thle cold ; steanrioats
and stetall-wailgrolls which fly along swvifter thanl the birds fly, andi to
ulse the ligOitIling whilich makes thl(e thunder in the hea vens to carry
talk and serve ats a servant. William Chinook, at theIDalles, Lawyer, chief' of the Nez Percels, Stickus, and MVe-atti-nati-ti'ne,Ieighass
Tyee of the Cayuses, and many others of their peol)le call tell you
What I say is true. You, atfbw p)eo)le, we Call see with outr glasses
. long WaY off, while thle Whites are as the stars in thle heavens, or
leaves of the: trees in stummlner time. Our warriors in the field are
many, is you must see; but if not ellolugh, a thousands for every one
mian wvill be sent to hliunt you1, and to kill you ; andI my kind advice
to o11, ts youi will 8se, is to scatter yourselves among the Indian
tribes morc peaceable, trnd there forget you ever were Yakimnas.
G. J. RAINS, Major U. S. A.,
Brig. Gen. JY. P., Con. troops,

in the field.

WALLA-WALLA VALLEY, W. T.,

November 14, 1855.
Silt: Tosvwever urgent anld important the news I have to communiCate, 1 almost (les)aire(d to despatch any, from want of hands, who
wvere willing to risk his life at this critical time ; but Mr. IMcBean
Caine to rliy assistance, an(1 offered the services of his son John, who,
in company with another man, will be the bearer of this. The news
is gloomy, and very different from what I had reason to expect when
I left th(e Dalles on my way hither. Serpent Jaune has shows Mhi
colors, an(l is a declared foe to the Americans. HIe has forcibly taken
possession of the fort and pillaged it, government as well as Hudson
Bay Company's property; has placed himself on the south side of the
Walla-Walla river, on the hills, guarding the road with a force, it is
said, of a thousand.
The young men on the Umatilla river are disposed for war, and
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John Wh itfori(lal(Tolman instigate tlemi to it. The chiefs of that
balance, anr(l h1ave not
l)lace, at least thle m11aj(rit.y of them,aillre on thewvith
their' people, have
an(I
buit
Sto(ckolali
(lccided
yet
WelaPtolick,
in
to heave them
tll
their
,joine(l thle Caises, and( nre doing
plowser'
have
this
remained
of
The
chiefs
valley
jo)iin aginitst the Americanis.
firillm land will not join the unfriendly In(lians. Their comilict since
Mr. Oln01ny' (lepartltlre hence lhaS3 beenll prilisewrthy, and did all they
colil(l to prevent Mr. Brooks' house fromt being bm-tred aid pillaged,
bult inl vatinl. TheC chief' JIoltuis/, JJ'npool (1( it at the risk ot his life.
Twlyo Ne, Pere'Cs chieRfs, now here, Joseph and Be(d Wolo;', desire me
to tell joil that all their tri'ie is for peace; that they WvillIffer no
hostile In(liatns to remain nnamorng them, In jlu8tice to Pierre, ( Walla1NTflla chieff) I l)eg to say talt hlie stuck to his change util forced
aNvay )y Serpent Jaiue arid his people, blit riot until tley h]at(l robbed
three (if'lerelt times out of the fort. lie was alone, anidl of course

Ai s aflhis stand, it is nyliihble opinion
colil(I not prevent tlem.
that it In ight not be p)'illdefit to imtake your way hittite'1 with the force
at your conimand , ofle rihnd red and filtly tmen. 1 have re(quested tile
bearers of' thiis deslC)atcl to proceed to tlle )alles With the letter's to
the respective adl(lresses of Messers. Olrrey and Noble ; and placed as
we arc, aitmer handu(lfi of tnCl, (estihtite of' amnllllllition, thie sooner
assistance is tendIered to us theIl)etter, for Serpcnt Jctune daily threatens
to blur~n our houses aind to kill us, anr(l he is not the only enemy we
have to dread.
In haste, I remain, sir, resjpectfilly, )olur obedient, lhumble servaant,
NARCISSE RAYMN1OND.
Thle COMMANDER in charge Com7ing to P`1ort [Valla- 1Jalla.
I certify the foregoingr to be a true copy from the original letter' on
file in my office.
WV. II. FARRAR,
iment
Jir
It
.4(julan1t
Oregonb MiotntedI Voluniteers.
r'eg

1)ALLES, OREGON TERRITORY, Jiune 19, 1856.
SIR: I was r'equeste(l, by' Major Laytoln, to report to you, in writing,
9soIrrc of thel facts colnecte( with the cal)tlrre and death of Pee-Peemox-m1ox.
Onl the morning of the 5fl: December, 1855, Lieutenant Colonel
Kelly divided his command( into twvo divisions, one, comnlalded by
Major, Chin, taking up the Walla Wallah river'; tile othei', cormmarnded by Colonel Kelly, taking acro-)ss the country towar(l thle Touchet river, where it was 1up1)osed( the Indiftrls Were encamped. We
reached tlhc Toulchet river, travelled up it a short distancee. A party
of sixty or seventy Indians were observed comillg towards 1s1; we
moved towards them at full speed, found it to be Pee-pee-mox-mox
.and a )arty of his warriors, one of whomn was carrying a flag of
t.rile. We did not fire on them, but halted about three hundred

INDIAN AFFAIRS ON THE PACIFIC.

197

yards from thoell. Colonel Kelly, Mr. Olney, thle Jdiatill argent, and
two or three oth ers, Nwent to the I ndlians to talk wvith thelm. Pee0-peeffSai(l he did not wish to ffiblt that hlis J[)epl Veroc not premox-1n(
pared flor batItle yet, 11d(1 wishlle(1 to treat. Colonel KellY reqlnestC(l
him to go andl(l Cail) ith. hitin, aind theil lhe wto1(l talk w itli lhimI, as
it wits nlear lli rhlt at this timel. Iee-peel I(nX-m11ox objected , and I'n(olonel to go with h1im to his c(amlipl), ailnd he would have a
< Colostedlle
l
l)eef k^A I f.rus.
Thlie Colo0el consentedl, 11,1d offw'e started Cor' tle
Ol( Chli't'S cm111), expecting to gOt at goo(d Ct h)IIlo(ck for our 811)per,
as w8 e Were (1uit3 ltnngi''y. \We had recalled near the c mp whe'in our
comnaIl(liing officer observed that tile IndiaIIns Wct'e leadilln us into a
d12ep 0a11i0(rl, Nlwhlee theln' 11in11 were awtaitilngr our atriival, ti(lCdtII(l
have sit rrouli1(ldd 1s, so that it wonld(ihave beel vrl(1rilicutil t for its to
milke (Ill,' (C'IS1l)e, 15s thtey would haive ottNt-ilNl)bon,(l 1us. Aftel (disc(verlitn(g tile trap) lai(l for' its, the COB11ifl(1tihidi'led, ad
1(1w t (down
the liver, ittil a sulitable capillnpg l)lt~lc wNas lfotilll) tahiT g (Pee-l)eenOX-111OX ant(l six Or seVrct Of I lis rluer, to camn p , and talking their arms
1o0111 them). PI ee-pee- in(x-m1ox tol0( the (Colonetl if lie AVo0 1(1 let. him
senla(lalm l to h1is caneP1ph iwoul(l fetch at beef'. The mman wNats let go
ibi' the beef, huit (lid not retlurll.
The 1next morning we stafrtedtpil) the river to the Indian caminp),
where Pe-pec-plox-lnox said h)is people would renliain until lie woluld
come ; but;, uponi reachillr catmlpl, We folundl the Ind(ian.'; had left camp
With all thei;' stock. Qtulite i number of Indiains were onl the hills
near by, buit would not talk. Colonel Kelly sent a messenger to them,
with a white flag, and requesteol themn to l)ring it in, if' they did not
wish to fight. They
sewould nlot do it, but showed signs of' fight. The
salle inessaige wats sent to themi repeatedly, but ni) satisfaction. We
then started to thle mouth of' the Tolichet to meet MAjor Chitin's divisioiln a nluiniber of Indians following some distance behind. We
reached calmlp just at (lark, where we remained over night, (idluing
which timlle one of the prisoners tried to ma1kce his escape, but was
caught and tied. The next morning there weire about sixty or sevflty Jn(lialn18 OI the hill nIear by, ]alloing for their chief. Colonel
Kelly sent a mleSSetiger to thenm as before, reiltuesting, them to come
in and suirrelnder their arms, if they did not wislh to firht. They
Would not (10 it, but threatened tus if we attemptedl to pass that way.
Thfle commlalni( then moved ill route up the ralla-Wallariver, where
the Colon1e1 told Pee-pec-mox--niox he expected to travel until he found
a groo( camping l)lace, where lie exl)ecte(d to stoJ) some time, and then
they could talk about a treatty; and lhe coull serd for his people to
come in arid talk, requesting him at tile same time to instruct his
men not to fire ulpon 11S, if they did rIot wish to fight. He said he
had so instructed then, andl they would mind hiil. The command
had travelled blut a short distance, when the Indians fired upon two
young men, who were driving loose cattle. The Inen were ordered
to charge on them, which resulted in a rinning fight of about ten
miles. About 2 o'clock p. m. we encamped at a place n0ow known- as
Fort Bennett, finding it impossible to travel further, as the Indians
were corning thick in almost every direction, and a number of our
men were killed and wounded already. The officer of thlet guard Was
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ordered by Colonel Kclly to tie the prisoners, as it :would take more
mlenl to guard then than was to s1are at tlaht time, if not ticd. They
reftusedl tolbe tied, Pee-pee-nmox-mox and one other drawving their knives
(which they had concealed about their lzersons,) and endeavored to
make thir escape; but before they coul(l make their escape, or do
much injlluiry with their knives, they were killela by the guard there,
ancl then they Were all killed, except one Nez Perc's boyl did
not 8110w fight, consequently was save(l. The fight lasted tIee delays
after that With thle Indians oln tlle hills n'ear by. The light of the
fourth (lay they mlove(l cam,) (which Was itn a short (listanice of' our
chralm,) leaving us to bury our dead an(l take care of the wotunded,
which Was six killed and sixteen woin(lded
Yours, respectfully,
J. R. B3ATES,
Asslst(fn1 Surgeon First ?egybnenlt 0. Ht. V.
W17. ii. FARRAR,
A(jutant Pfirsi Regiment 0. At. V

Subscribed and sworn to before me this 19th (lay of Juneo, I856
WILLIAM C., LAUGHLIN,
Judge of Probate in andJor the Colnty of Wasco, 0. T1

SALEM, Jnkalty 1. 1856.
iDvAR Slit: In compliance with ouir request, I beg leave to submit
the following statement of -facts, to correct a wrong impression pre
vailingf in the minds of many persons respecting the capture and death
of Pei-pen-mosx-mox, the late chief of the Walla-Walla tribe of Indians. This erroneous iml)ression, I have reason to believe,-lhas been
caused by unfounded rumors put in circulation by an officer of the
UnitedclStates army at Fort Vancouver. For what purpose these untrue reports were made you can conjecture as well asiI.:
In my dispatch of the: 8th tuItimo, I briefly gave the reason why
POu-peu-mox-mox and his companions were put to death; and in my
report of the 14th December, 1855, I stated how they were captured
by the volunteers. As those statements were very brief, I now deem
it proper to make: on acquainted with all the facts connected with
this affair,: I have already reported:jto you how ,by a forced night
march from the Umatilla to Fort Walla-Walla, directly across the
hills, my command arrived in the vicinity-of the hostile Indians before tliey were aware of our presence. On the morning of the 5th of
December I divided my force, sending Major Chinn with' about one
hundred and twenty-five men to escort the baggage and pack trains to
the mouth of the Touchet river. With' the ;remainder, I started in a
northeasterly direction so as to strike the Touchet about fifteen miles
from its junction with the Walla-Walla, supposing that Peu-peu-nox-
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mox anrid his warriors were encampe(l on that stream. About 2 o'clock
in thle afternoon, ts we we(re procCeeding towards and within three
miles of the hostile Village, thlat clieftain, with about seventy or
cighlityanimed warriors, ma(laehis
t1lappealrance, approaching towvard.s4 U8.
An or(ler wNa.s at Once given to attack theli, but as we m11oved rapidly
11), I observed SiX 01 SvCnI Ildialns at Short distance in advance of their
main body, bearing at white fllg. hal1tilng my command, I went where
they wvere in company wvith 1Ilon. Nathan Olney, Indian angett, the
interpreter, and three or four others. Ono of these Ildialls was the
chief Penll-pell-Ilox-mIo.x, who asked why we had come xrimedl itito this
country, and wVa19 told that we hlad come to chastise himiii and his people for the wvrongr.s they 1ladl clone to the whites, lie sa;dl he (lesired~
peace; that lie did iiot, wish to fight, and that he had (lone ls no
wrong. I then recapitillated tile Wrongs of which he bhad been guilty,
teIling, hinm thait hlie pillag-el and destroyed Fort Walla-Walla, seized
the United Stlates property left there by Governor Stevens, pillaged
andi birted the houses of Brooks, Bum1ifoird, and Noble and McKay,
and drove off the cattle of the settlers in Walla-Walla valley. At
denied having (lone
firstic
things, but after some further conversation said these acts werethese
(lone by hais young men,: and that he
could not restrain them. I told him. that we had tile evidence of
1-owlislo Wampoo, a riendly Caytise chief, that lie, Pel-peu-nio:xinox, With his own hhandls hlad (listribiuted the goods when Fort WallaW~alla waspillaged, and that he ha :laid out a pile of blankets to be
given to hile Cayuses when they would join him in the wvar. To this
he madle no really, but said he would make h1is people restore the goods
taken by them, so far as they could be restored, and pay for the
balance. I stated to himl that this would not be sufficient; that, in
.addition, he shouldIdMake his Ieople surrender their arms and ammunition, give u1s cattle for beef, and horses to remount my command, s0
that we might pursue the other hostile Indians who were leagued with
h1iml1. To these terms lhe assented, and said he would come on the
morrow and comply:with them by delivering lup his arms, &c. Beilig
well convinced that lie only desired time to remove his people, and
that he would not retirn if permitted to cgo, Itoldl him that we came
to w-age war against him. and that he couIl not return Without exposing his villages to an immediate attack, as I hlad no faith whatever in
his promises to come back. I observed to him that if his promises of
reparation were made in good -faith, lie could well come and remain
witih u until they were fulfilled. I then directed the interpreter to
state distinctly to him, that he might :go away under his-flag of
truce, if he chose, but that if he did so wve would without delay commence an attack upon his villages ; that if, on the other land, he
andi his six followers would consent to remain and fulfil tile terms
of h)is proposeol treaty, his tribe would not be molested. To save
his people from attack he reluctantly consented to remain as a
hostage for the fulfilment of his promises, saying that ithe next
morning lie would go with us to his village and make all rightly. He
moreover assured me that none of his people would remove during
the nigit. I then placed a guard around him and his six men. At
his request, we started to go towards his village to get some beef cattle
'
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1br food, while hIls seventy or eighty warribos weoe 'marching along
with U unmolesIted. We hlad gone but about half a mile, when I
observed that lie was leading us into a dee) and rugged ravine,
through which the Touehet flowved, and in which his village Was fsituated. Upon consultation, it was deem-hed advisable not to venture into
the ravine so late in theievening, lest we should be surI)risedl by an
aml)llscade. I order ed the col rmand(l to march back al)out two miles
to a moore secure and open place;, where we encamped. At nigh t Pinpiti-inox-mox asked permission to senIl.back (one of' hli's six men to
apprize hlis l)eoIle of thle terms of thle Propose(l treaty, and that they
would be expected to fulfil it. This permission was granted, an6d one
of them left, but did not return, as lhe )roTinise(l to do. Onl the morning of the 6th December I went up With my command to the Indian
village, anrd found it entirely deserted, and everything removeii. This
removal hlad been made during the night, as a)l)eare(l by the rain
and snow that had fallen late in the evening. None of the Indians
could be seen except those who were on the distant hills, arlled, and
watching our movements. A flag of truce w~as l)assed several times
l)etween us, and every effort made to induce the 'Indians to conform to
the terms of the treaty proposed by their chieftain. All,however
was unavailing. After waiting until about two o'clock p. M., and
seeing no hope ofcoming to any terms, I marched down to the mouth
of' th e Touchet, where Major Chinn had camped, taking Piu-piu-moxnmox and his five remaining conmpanions8 with; me. That night one of
these men attempted to escape, but after running abIout one hundred
yards he 1`e6,1 was seized, and broughlt back. To secure them I ordered
all to be tied. At daylight on the morning of the 7th they were
untied, and I then told Piui-pil-mox-mox that I considered he had
acted in bad faith towards me; :that we had refrained from making
an attack upon his people when we had them -inour power, solely
upon the condition that he and his companions should remain with us
unti l his promises were fulfilled, and that now his people refused to
fuIlfil themn, and that he and his men wished to escape. I informed
him that the next time either olle of thelu should attempt to run away
he would :be slain.:
Early this morniDng the; Indians appeared in considerable force on
the hills about lhalf a mile from our camp, all armed: and mounted.
I then had fno apl)rehensions of an attack, and leisurely prepared to
march to Whitman's station. The advance guard and one or two
companies had moved out on the plain, when the Indians commenced
firing on some of the men engaged in driving lup some beef cattle.
The fiie was returned, and a general fight ensued. The enemy were
rapidly driven before us for about ten miles, along the Walla-Walla
river, until we reached the farmn-house of' La Rogue, when they were
reinforced, and made a stcnd. Piti-piu-mox-mox and his: companions
were in the meantime closely guarded and brouglht up 'to our camp at
La Rogue's. All this time they were exceedingly restless'and uneasy.
At the latter place, as I was passing from the right to the left wing
of' the regiment, I went by where the prisoners were. The s6rgeant
of' the guard said to me that they were greatly excited while the battle was raging, and that he feared they would escape while the men
I
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were out int the field. I tol(1 him to tie them all, and if they resisted
or attempted to escape, to kill them. I then rode on, and when about
two hundred yards distantt heard the report of firearms at tle place
wVhiere thle pi'isoners were. I did not stop, but passed onl to where thoe
left wingl was engaged withi thle enemy, and was shortly afterwardis
informed thrat -when my order to tie the prisoners was about being
carried iinto effect they resisted, one of themn having d(rawn at concealed
knife from his coat sleete, with which hle wounded Setgean't Major
Miller in the arm. Piu-piu-m1ox-mox attempted to wrest a gun from
the hands of one of' our men, when le was knocked (down with. the
butt of' a rifle and put to death, as were also all the other prisoners
who attemnplted to escale, excepVt one, a Nez Perce youth, who made
no resistance, and who Was tied.
I regrette(I the necessity of putting these men to death, as I was in
lhopes that they could have been male useful in })roseclutinig the, war
against the other hostile tribes; but I am well satisfied that the guard
Was flaly justified in taking away their lives in their efforts to escape.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
JAMES K. KELLY,
.Lieut. CUol. Com'g First JBeg't Oregon M1ounted V'ols.
His E xcellency GEoit0E L. CURRY,
Governor of Oregon.

DAIJLES, 0. T., June 18, .1856.
SIR Seeing th1e position that Gen. Wool is trying to place the Oregon volunteers in in regard to tle Walla-Wallachief, Pee-pee-inox-mox' s
death, I deem it my duty at this time to report to you some of the
facts in the case to which I was an eye witness.
On the night of :the 2d of December, 1855, the command, under
Lieuitenant Colonel Kelly, Marched from Fort Henrietta, en route for
the Hudson Bay Company's Fort Walla-Walla. Arrived, after a
tediolus night's march, with severe rain and *;ind, in sight of the
fort at or about I1 a. m. of the 3d, and camped oni the Wallia-Walla
river, about three miles from thleI fort. At evening of the same day
scouting g parties started for th1e:6orb. They found the walls still standing,,, but thle inside of the -fort nearly destroyed, and all the goods
belonging to the Hudson Bay Company stolen or destroyed; also, a
lao'ge namounit of goods belonging to the Indian department of the
United StAes, stored there by Governor Stevens, of Washington Territory. ~Mr. Sinclair lwas along wi the command and Ivent down to
the fort accompanied with Lieutenant Colonel Kelly, Major Chinn,
CaptainIIA. T. Wilson, of' company A, with several others, and passed
the night of the 3d inside of the walls of the fort. On the morning of
the 4th, quite early, they saw a party of Indians on the opposite bank
of the Columbia river, which engaged the party:for some time in
a figlt. Ator about thesame :time, as some of'the men from the
camlp were strolling about the hills, they were flred upon by a party of
Indians well mounted, from Pee-pee-mox-mox's camp. They imme-
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diately returned to camp and gave the alarm. Lieutenant Slhephard, of
company " F,") with twelve men, and: myself, with twel from cornpay II HI" was sent out as a reconnoitering party. Wea founid the Indians to be about forty in number, reported the same, and skirmished
With them most of the day; they commencing the attack about 4 o'clock.
Finding we could snot engage th-m at close quarters, and our horses
being much wearied, we concluded to return to camp, and on our return we met the command coming to our Melief, under the command
of Major Chinn, with parts of companies A, B, H- I, and R, accompanied(i with Mr. Nathan Olney, Indian agent. They proceeded on
and found the Indians. Mr. Olney commenced a conversation with
them, and the Indians informed him where Mox-mox's camp was, on
the Touclhet river, and said that if the command would come there in
the morning with these they would meet them there and have a talk.
On the morning of the 5th: Lieutenant Colonel Kelly divided his com
mand, taking about one half of each company with himn, and sending
the other half, under the command of Major Chinn, with the, packtrain dand ammunition wagons, to make a camp at or near the mouth
of Touichet, on the wagon road; Colonel Kelly moving his command
over the hills to the camp of Pee-pee-mox-mox. On arriving at the
place designated we found they had moved camp, and the only vestige
left was a few dogs and a wounded:horse, that was probably wounded
the day before. The command then moved up the Touchet about two
miles, where there was a halt ordered, and Colonel Kelly conferred
with his officers in regard to his movements, and it was decided to
move on in pursuit of Mox-mox's camp. Just as the command was
moving: there was seen from the hills beyond a number of Indianis
approaching us at a furious gait, but-as soon as they came near enough
to be distinctly seen we: found them well mounted and armed, and
with a flag of truce, which was received as such, and all due respect
to the great chief, Pee-pee-mox-mox, was paid. A l6ng talk was had
with him, and it was Idecided that the chief and his attendants should
remain in camp with us that night and go to his camp in the morning, and he would- have a talk, restore the property stolen from Fort
Walla-Walla, &c., &c. The next morning: the chief, Pee-pee-moxmox, wished: to send one: of his men to his camp above to tell his
people thathe was safe and nolt to miove camip; that he was coming;
up with the Bostons, and to have &.beef killed for then. The Indian
was permitted to goaand in a short time, probably onebhour, after the
Indian departed the command moved. On the arrival of the command at Pee-pee-mox-mox's camp they found it vacated, Sand that in
great haste. Their fires were still burning, some of thei; lodges still
standing, as well as some of their horses. A few Indians were to be
seen on the hills. The: white flag was sent out to them time and
time again for them to come in and have a talk, but to no avail. The
men-all this; time, though suffering from hunger, having nothing to
eat for the past sixty hours, were quiet and orderly, and the time
passed on till near evening, when Lieutena nt Colonel Kelly, finding:
that he could not accomplish anything, resolved to return to his camp
on they Touchet. The command then moved, taking Mox-mox along
with his companions, and arrived in camp about two hours after dark.
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A supper was prepared for the chief and his comrades, the best the
camp afforded, and all was quiet. About 10 o'clock p. m. an alarm
was given by the guard that the prisoners were escaping. The men
were up in arms in a moment, and although the night was dark he
was re-cal)tured, and then they were confined for the first time by
having their hands and feet tied. On the morning of the 7th. the
Indians were on the hills opposite our camp in large numbers. The
white flig was sent and returned time and time again,: until the
of Lieutenant Colonel Kelly was exhausted, and hle gave an
patience
order for the command to move across the Touchet into the WallaWalla valley, where he intended to make his headquarters for the
winter. As soon as the advance of the command crossed the Toulchet
river the fight commenced, and the command had a running fight of
it for ten miles, when the Indians made a stand and fought uI. most
desperately. The cause of the chief Pee-pee-mox-mox's death and
his comrades was that they refused to be confined and showed fight.
Mox-mox and one of his men came very near escaping.
All of which is respectfully submitted.
Repectfully, your obedient servant,
CHARLES B. PILLOW,
2d Lieut. Company A, First Ieg't 0. M. V.
W. H. FARRAR ,

Adjuldant First Regiment Oregon Volunteers.

HEADQUARTERS 0. M. RANGERS,
Tiah Valley, June 15, 1856.
SIR: I have before ine your letter of 2d instant, making inquiries
as to the mannerbof, and the particulars relating to, the cal)ture and
death of tile Walla-Walla chief, Pee-pee-mox-mox.
On the morning of the 5th of December, 1855, Lieutenant Colonel
Kelly, commnandinGgS the 1st regiment 0. M. volunteers, marched with
the larger portion of his command inlsearch of the camp of Pee-peemox-mox. We found his camping place on the Toiichet river, but he
had left. Colonel Kelly decided to follow up the stream still further;
had gone buit a short distance when we saw Pee-pee-mox-mox in the
distance, with about sixty armed Indians, displaying a flag of truce.
The command halted, and Pee-pee-miox-mox advanced with seven of
his warriors, He stated to Colonel Kelly, through an interpreter,
that he wished -to settle the difficulties without fighting,, at the same
time acknowledging that he lad pillaged and destroyed the property
of the White settlers in that valley, and that he had burned and spoliated Fort Walla-Walla. Colonel Kelly told him that he had come
there for the purpose of fighting, and if he did not surrender himself
and arms he could leave our command with his white flag ; then he
might expect us to fight him. Whereupon he gave himself up, with
seven others, as prisoners of wvar. On the morning of the 6th he
sent one of his men out to bring in the other Indians that they might
settle the difficulties. He returned not. We then moved up the river
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to hlis Seond(l ecaI)Ilm )inent. Onl approaching it the Itldianls withdrew
to thle adjoining hills. Another messenger was sent out to them, requ1-estirng thlem to come in. Tllhey again refused. Entreaties were in
vain. The comm11n1and then marched down to the mnoluth of' the Touchet
river to join Ma jor Chin. 1-lere one of the J risoflleS atteml)ted to escape, whenl thle, were all secured for the night. Onl thle morning Of
tthe 7th a party of IndliaIns made their apIpelarance onl the hills in
I'rolt of' our campl. Here Colonel Kelly sent another, mlessoigel, askill( theln to cole inl anl give upl) thenarms. Tley again refused
)but (lelnandle(l of' us their chief, and ordered us to pass no further up
the river or tth ey woul(l fight us. WXe then left camil) (1Onur way up
thle Walla-Walla river ; had not gone more than three-quarters of a
mile when thle Indians ffied on two men who were driving cattle,
Orders were then given to charge on them, which was (lone. Here
commenced ai running fight of' ten miles ill which somle of' our men
were woun(le(l. Colonel Kelly was then inquired of' what should be
lone with the l)risoners. lIe oi'dered them to be tied. In attempting
this the prisoners trie(l to make their escape. Olledrew a knife and
stabbed a man in the arm. Pee-pee-mox-imox seized a gun in the
hands of a Mr. Warfield, whereupon Warfield struck hilm such a blow
as to fell him to the ground I He raised again, anmd a second blow
from the gun brought him to the ground again. The guard then fired

upon him, and his existence soon ended.
:I grette(l exceedingly the death of Pee-pee-mllox-mox at that particular time. Not but what he justly deserved it, but the necessity
for it ; an(l I am well convinced it was unavoidable, and that the guard
only (lone their duty.
I aI, sir, respectfully, your obedient servant
H. V. WILSON,
: Capt. Compan4y"A," 1st R~eg. 0. 1l. V.
WA ILLIAM H-11. FARRAR,
Adejutant 1st Beg. 0. MIl. V.

DALLFAS, OREGON TEiRITORY,
June 18, 1856.
SIR: In comipliance with your request I copy the following from

myjournal

On zthe morning of the 5th of Decemnber, 1855, Colonel Kelly,
dividing his command, sent a detachment of men up the Walla-Walla
river, under command of' Major Chinn, whilk he, with about two htmdred men, left in search of Pee-pee-mox-mox's camip. Marched'
over to Touchet river. H
Here found his camping place, but he had
left. After discussing the propriety of further searclhing, we decided
to6follow up the stream still^further. Had gone but a short distance
when we saw Pee-pee-mox-mox in the distance, accompanied by about
60 armed Indians, bearing a flag of truce. On approaolhing him he
stated that lie 4id not wish to fight. That he wished to settle the
difficulties without fighting, acknowledging that he had pillaged and
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destroyed thoe property of the whito settlers there in that valley, but
was lvilling to paly for all of it. Colonel Klcly tokll him that lhe had
conie there for the purpose of' fighting, and if he did not Surrender
himself and arms that he could leave our command with his white
flag. Thenl hec might expect uts to fight him.
Ierelulon he gave
himself' up with six other's8 as prisoners o; wvar. Onl thle morning of
the 6th lhe senit Ote Of' hiis men out to bring in the other In(lians, that
they mighlit settle tlc (lifliculties. Ile iretuitne(l not. We then moved
up the river to his second encampment. On appoachitng it the In dians all withdrew to the adjoining hills. Another mnessenger was
fient olut to thlemt requesting theml to comie in, bitd refused. EIItreaties
were ii vain. WVe then marched (lown to thle mouth of the To'luchet
river to-join with Mtajor OhiDnT-.--ere one of the l)risolieis attetmlpted
to escape ;~whereupon they wer'e all secure(l safbily for thle niglht. Onl
the moi'ning of the 7th a I)aprty of Indians mnade their appea iance on
the hills in front of our' calnlJ). Here Colonel Kelly sent another mnessenger to thlenm asking them to come in and give up their artm-ts. They
refused to do so, but (lemanded of us their chiet, and ordered us to
pas 1no fu'lther up the river, or they would fight us. About 8 o'clock
we left canmp on our way uIp the Walla-Wallal river. Had not mdved
more than tlhrec-quiarters of a mile when the Indians fired at two men
who were driving some loose cattle. Orders were then given to charge
on them,y which were immediately obeyed. Here conmtmenced a running fight of' ten miles, in wVich a few of our men were wounded.
After chaising in Iuptrstiit of them ten miles our horses began to fail,
and the( Indians began to increase in number. By this time the command was all upI) to a place no v called Fort Bennet. Colonel Kelly
was enquired of what should be done with the prisoners; his reply
was to tie them. In attempting this, the Indians tried to make their
escape ; one (drew a butcher knife and stabbed a manl in the arm.
Pee-pee-mox-mox undertook to seize a gun from a Mi. Warrield,
whereupon sai& Warfield struck him such a blow upon; the back of the
head that knocked him to the ground. He then raised to his knees,
wlhen a second blow from the same gun brought hlilll to the ground
again. Sbveoral guins weue discharged at him and his life was soon
ended. All thle others were killed excepting one, who did not resist
or show fight. This was a Nez Perces Indian. The battle continued
until dnirk, when bothparties retired to their camps. Soon after
arriving in campD they fired into our midst. A strong guard was kept
out dur-ing the night. Early in the -- of the-8th the battle was
renewe(le aain with. increased vigor; continued fighting until night
when botlh laities withdrew again. On the 9ththe Indians again
made tleir appearance, when they were attacked by our party. This
day's figllting was not so hard as the former. Early in the morning
of the 10t.h, it Wias seen that the Indians had got -possession of our
ditches. A party was sent out to attack them. A hot fire was kept
1up for five o' six horn's, when thle Indians wvete routed, and all were
driven fhi' above their camping ground; left th1e field and were seen no
more. On thlie field our loss in killed and woun(le(l was twenty-twosix were killed. The loss of' the enemy was not definitely ascertained
Supposed to be about seventy killed and the same number wounded.
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As for the wounded, we have no further evidence than that the
Indians say there was a great many wounded. Judging from the
number that was killed, I suppose that there must have been at least
that number wounded.
The above is as full an account as time will permit of my giving at

present.
This, to file best of my: knowledge, is a true statement, in substance,

of the facts connected with the taking, or capturing, and death of the
Indian chief, Pee-pee-inox-mox.
Yours, respectfully,
DAVISLAYTON,
Captain company H, 1st regiment 0. M. V.
Major W. IH. FARRAR,
Adjutant 1st Regiment 0. Mf. V.
P. S. Enclosed in this I send you a certificate of the same facts,
given by Dr. J. R. Bates, assistant surgeon 1st regiment 0. M. V.

Proceedings of a court martial held at Camp Cornelius, Whitman's valley, Washington Territory, by virtue of thefollowing order:
HEADQUARTERS IST REGIMENT 0. M. VOLS.,
Camp Cornelius, W. T., February 16, 1856.
A court martial, to consist of'seyin members, (a greater number
cannot be detailed without manifest injury to the service,) will assemble
at Camp Cornelius, Washington Territory, on the 17th instant, at the
hour of eight o'clock a Mi., for tile trial of a certain Nez Perce's Indian, called Te-pe-al-an-at-ke-kek.
The court will consist ofCaptain htiram Wilber, company D.
1st Lieutenant John P. Hiblerr, company E.
2d Lieutenant Charles P. Pillow, company A.
2d Lieutenant W. H. H.- Myers, company D.
2d Lieutenant Wm. G. Haley, company H.
2d Lieutenant John H. Smith, company D.
2d Lieutenant J. J. Griffin, company E.
Major Win. H. Farrar, judge advocate.
Per order:.
T. R. CORNELIUS,
Colonel Commanding 1st reginent 0. Al. Vols.
W. H. FARRAR,
,lAdjutant of the Regiment.
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FEBRUARY 17, 1856.
The court met pursuant to the foregoing order. PresentCaptain Hiram Wilber; lst Lieutenant John P. Hibbler; 2d Lieutenant Charles B. Pillow; 2d Lieutenant W. II. H. Myers; 2d Lieutenant W.: G. Haley; 2d Lieutenant John H. Smith; 2d Lieutenant
J. J. Griffin, members.
Major Win. H. Farrar, judge advocate.
The judge advocate informed the court that, at his suggestion, the
colonel commanding the regiment; had requested Lieutenant Wright,
company E, to act as counsel of the prisoner.
The court was duly sworn in the presence of the prisoner, who was
previously asked if he had any objection to the members named in the
order, and answered in the negative. Peter M. La Fon-taine and
Antoine Placie were sworn as interpreters. Lieutenafit Wright and
the interpreters, before thle court was sworn, had informed the prisoner that he might object to such of the members of the court as he
desired. The prisoner being duly arraigned the court proceeded to
the trial of Te-pe-al-an-at-1e-kek, a certain Nez Perces Indian, on the
following charges and specifications, preferred against him by Lieutenant Thomias J. Small, company K:
11haege.}-Prisoner is a spy, and, as such, came into an encampment
of the volunteers.
Specification. In this, that the said Te pe-al-anat-ke-iel, a certain
Nez Perc~es Indian, on the morning of the 15th day of February, A. D.
1856, without permission first obtained so to do, came within the limits of Camp Cailon, where was then encamped company K, 1st regiinent 0. M. volunteers, in the character and capacity of a spy, for the
purpose, and With the deliberlate intention, to obtain information of the
situation and condition of said camp, and of the number and disposition of the troops therein, and of the plans-and movements of the
whites, with the intent to convey the same to the enemy for their information and advantage.
Charge 2nd.-That he was, and is, an agent and emissary of Kamajaken, war chief of the hostile tribes of Ya'kima, Walla-Walla,
Cayuse, Umatilla, De Shutes, Tiah, and Palouse Indians.
Spec'fication. In this, that lhe was employed, and acted, in the
months of September, October, November, and December, 1855, and
in February, 185.6, by Kamataken, war chief of the Yakima and other
tribes of Indcians, in fomenting active hostililies to the Americans and
destroying their property.
The charges and&specifications were read and interpreted to the
prisoner, to all which he pleaded not guiltY.
Lieutenant Thomas J. Small, company K, 1st regiment 0. M. volunteers, a witness for the prosecution, being duly sworn, says:
On the 15th of' February instant I had command of company K,
Lt regiment 0. M. volunteers, and was encamped at Camp Cailon.
My company consists of half-breeds, French, and a few Americans. I
was encamped ten or twelve miles :from the main body of the reginient. There are several French families encamped at the same
place-some ninety persons in all. There are from one hundred and
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thirty to one hundred and fifty Indians encamped there who claim to
be friendly to the whites. I am` encamped there ito afford protection
to those settlers and Indians,, and this relation has existed since the
17th -or 18th of Deceimber, 1855. I did not see the prisoner until his
arrest by my Men. He had not previously been in my camp. He had
no autlhority or perission to come into camp or its vicinity.
Qutestion by the Judge Advocate. Whether or not you saw the prisoner inmmediately after his arrest?
Answer. I did, soon after his arrest.
QUestion by the Judge Advocate'. Whether,'or not, you had any conversation with himn then, and, if yea, state the same fully.
An.sier. I had but little, conversation with him. He was not inclined to talk. I asked him where lhe was from, and he answered
that he was from the Nez Perces country. I asked him if he had a
pass front :C01onel Craig, the Indian agent, to come down, he said no.
asked himl how long he had intended to remain in, or near, our
camp. He replied lhe meant to have slept there two nights, and then
go off. :He said.lhe was a Nez Perces, and that I knew they were
friends of the whites. I told him I should keep him a prisoner.
Question by the Judge Advocate. Did he make any reply when you
informed hii you should detain him a prisoner, and it' yea, what*
was Iit?
Antswer. Hedid not.
Question by the Judge Advocate. State, if you know, where he was
first found, or seen, after he had got into camp.
Answer. One of' the guard discovered him in one of the friendly
Indians' lodge, and took him into custody.
The judge advocate requested the court to allow Lieut. Wright, counsel for the prisonIer to examine the witness, and all the witnesses who
might be produced against or for and in behalf of the prisoner, to
which the court assented.
No questions on t-he part of the prisoner.
Antoine Piacie, a settler on the public lands in the Walla-vValla
valley, a witness for the: prosecution, being duly sworn, says: I am
Ihot a member of' any volunteer company, or connected: with the service. For a long time I have resided in the Walla-Walla country,
and am well acquainted with the Indian tribesof this region. I have
before seen the prisoner. First saw him. laist: sum mer on the north
side of theCol lllmbia river, at the mouth of the Yakima river, in the
camp' of the Walla-Walla chief', Piu-piu-mnox-mox. It was about the
time of Major Haller's battle with the Yaki mas. Piu-pi -mox-mox's
band fwas then carnped at the mouthfo' Yakima river. J. went there
at request of Nathan Olney, tile Indian agent, to get Piu-piu-moxmox to come over to Mr. Brooks' house to have a conference with Mr.
Olney, but he would not go to see Olney. Piu-piu-mox-mox told me
it wasiv the intention to go to war witll the whites. He had about one
llundllled of his warriors with 1im. There was talk of going to join.
Karnajakcen. :The'day I reached there the news camein that Kamai'aken lhsad: had fa battle with Maj. Haller in the Silcoe. The scalp of,
a white man was brought into camp that day, and that night the Indians lieldl a scalp dance over it. Five of Piu-piu-mox-mox's war-
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riors brought the news of the battle, The head one of the five was a
nephew of' Puispui-mox-mox. I saw them when they arrived in camp.
Pui-piii-mox-mox told me they were all in the fight with Haller.
That night, or the next morning, the prisoner and fifteen other. In
dians left the camp to join Kamaiaken. This party was composed of
Nez Perces and Palouses.
Question by the judge advocate. If, as you state, it was the intention
of Pui-pui-mox-mox, and his tribe, at that time, to go to war with
the whites, how was it that you were not killed or detained ?
Answer. I ami a half-breed; have been long in the country; know
then well knew Piu-piu-mox-mox well; and his son was very
friendly to me. He did once, soon after, detain me in his camp, but
his son took me away, and let me go.
Question by the judge advocate. When and where did you next see
the prisoner ?
Ansomer. At Camp Cailon, and on the day of his arrest as a spy.
Question by the judge advocate. Whether or not you had any talk
With the prisoner last evening ?
Answer. A little. I asked hinm if he knew what he was arrested
for. He- said you had told him that you were going to give him a
trial.
Question by the judge advocate. What did lie say he was in custody
for ?
Answer. He did not tell me. I did not ask him.
Question by the judge advocate. Whether or not lie said anything
to you, last evening, respecting the burning of Lloyd Brook's house?
Answer. Yes, sir. He told me he was there when it was burned,
Question by the judge advocate. Where was Brook's house situated;
and when, and by whom was it destroyed ?
AnsWer. It was in the Walla-Walla valley. I don't recollect the
date it was burned. The Indians have often told me it wsas destroyed
by Indians, who are now with the war party. It was burned after I
went to Pui-pui-mox-Mox's camp for Olney.
Question by the judge advocate. Can you state whether the volunteers then were, or had been, in the Walla-Walla country ?
Answer. They had not been here then.
Question ,by Lieutenant WYright. When you saw prisoner at Camp
Cafion, did you Sat once recognise him as having seen -him in Pui-pui-mox-mox's camp ?
Answer. I did.
Question by Lieutenant Wright. Did you then tell him you saw him,
there ?
Answer. I did tell hin so last night, and he told me hlerecollected,
seeing me there.
Question by Lieutenanat VrighM. Did Pai-pui-mox-moX, at the time.
you wvent to his camp 'for Oluey, say anything more than you have
already stated about Oluey ?
Answer. The morning after the scalp dance, Pui-pui-mox-mnox. said,
if Olney had come to his camp, that the Palouses thoa. in camp said
they would have killed him.
Peter AM. La Fontain, a white man, a witness, for tlhe prosecution,
H. Ex. Doc. 76 -14
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being duly sworn, says: III have lived between the Dalles and Nez
Perce's country for the last five years; have known the prisoner for
the last three years; he is a Nez Perces. I have frequently seen
him in the camip of Red Wolf, one of the clhiefs of that nation. That
is his home. He is a 'medicine man," and owns a great deal of
property. Last night lie said lie wanted to talk to you. I told him
you would not talk to him, and then he wanted I should go to you,
and ask you if yottwould not go and hear what: he had to say. I
told him he could tell Me what he wanted to say to you, and I would
tell you1. He:said he heard long, before the battle of Major Haller
with Khmaliaken, that there would beta war with the whites. Then,
afterwvards, lhe heard that Major Haller had gone from the Dalles with
his soldiers to fight Kamaiaken',; and he further said lhe went over there
to learn if Kanaiaken could break the soldiers' guns, and keep the
bullets from hitting him; that he got there about the time Karnaiaken
had defeated Haller, and drove the soldiers out of the country. That
Kamaiaaken and the prisoner talked'together; that Kamai'aken told him
to come -over into this (Walla-Walla) country, and burn Brook's
house; that Klamatiaken told Cushtim and the l)risoner to go to the
Walla-Wallas, Cayuses, and :Nez Perces, and tell them he had begun
the war, had beaten the soldiers, and that they must all fight till
they had killed: all the whites, and fight every year. That prisoner
then said that ze, @ushim, and a good many other Indians, came into
the Walla-Walla country, burned Brook's house, and thenihad a big
smoke around the fire that CGushim and himself vent to the camp of
the Oayuses, on the Upper Umatilla river; that a war council was
held there;- that he (the:prisoner) did not talk any, but that Cusht-in
did; that CQshim told them what Kamaiaken had done, and the message he had sent them, and wanted them to move across the country
to Mill creek, in Whitman's valley, so as to be ready for war. That
the (,Oayuses' moved camp,care into Whitman's valley, and camped
on Mill creek, where they had the big; war camp, at the time of the
battle of Walla-Walla, last December.
Quedstin flby the Judge advocate. Whether or not he told you to tell
me anything as to his connexion with the battle at Walla-Walla?
An:dswer. He said that a large party, of which he was one, left the
bigz war camp of the Oayuses, and were on their way to Fort WallaWalla, when an; express from Pui-pui-mox-mox met them and told
v a little
them, the Bostons, (whites) were coming, :that they went
then
a
that
held
council;
then
they
went
further, and:
on:; that most
all the Cayuses and Walla-Wallas were in the battle; that lie was in
it ; that they fought:close at times; and that at one time, when they
were running the Bostons, -and lie was close to them, he had his horse
shot under him ,and then he went back to the big camp, and as he
had a poor gun, he did not fight any more; that, when the battle was
over, he went with the war party over Snake river, remained there
until the-severest of the cold weather was over, and then went into the
Nez Perces country to see Looking-Glas, the chief; that Tou-hi-tee's
son went with him, and they, too, concluded they would come down
where the Bostons were; that they started; that Tou-hi-tee'8 son got
alarmed and did not come any farther and went to the war camp
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again; that lhe thought he would come and stay two nights, and theIi
go back, and if you will let him go, he will not fight any more.
by LieutenInt Wright. Did he tell you whether ho assisted
Question
in burningany of the otherihouses of the settlers in this valley?
Answer. He
Ictold me the :only house he aided to burn was Mr,
Brook's; that ;the other houses were burned by Pui-pui-mox-mox and
his men-the Cayuses and De Chutes Indians.
Question by Lieutenant W~right. Did he tell you what le supposed
would be done with him?
An swer. He said he had supposed, if lie came down, that the
Americans would try him and let hin go back; but nov he knew
their chief nwas going to hanghim, and that was the reason he
wanted to talk to Adjutant Farrar,: and tell him all he had done.
HoWlish, Wampool, an Indian chief of that portion of the Cayuses
who have remained friendly, was called as a witness for the
prosecution.
Lieutenant Wigh t objected to his being sworn, on the ground that
le did not know the nature and obligation of an oath Tle
i judge
advocate proposed to submit him to an examination on this point.
The court directed him to be examined touching his acquaintance
with the nature, efficacy, and solemnity of an oath.
Question by the judge advocate. 'What is your name?
Answer. Howlish Wampool.
Question by thejudge advocate. Of what nation, people, or tribe are
you?
Ansiver. I am a Cayuse. I was not born a chief; but now that
our people are at, war, have fled the country, and are not the white
man's friend, I am the chief of those who remain, and make no war.
Q guestion by th'e. judge advocate. Have your people ever had any
missionaries among them.
Answeer. Yes.
Question by the judge advocate. Did you ever see a white man's
court before?
An-swer. Yes.
Question by the judge advocate. You have seen the witnesses to-day
hold up their hands to be sworn. Do you know what it is to be
swornn?
-An9swver. Yes, he must tell the truth.

Question by thejudge advocate. Suppose you are sworn as the white

man is, what will you. have to do?
Answver. Speak the truth to you.
Question by thejudge advocate. Suppose you should tell a lie to any
question put to you, what would be the consequence? What would
be done to you?
Answer. God would be angry. I should be punished.
Qiuestion by the court. Who has taught you that you would be punished if you told a
Answer. The missionary; the white man.
Question by the court. Would you be punished, for it after you die?
Answer. Do you think I am a fool ? God would punish me if I told
a lie.

ie?
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The court decided that the witness, Howlish Wampool, should be
sworn and he being duly sworn, says:
Question by the judge advocate. Do you know the prisoner ?
Answer. Yes.
Question by the judge advocate. Where is his home, and to what
nation does lie belong ?
Answer. He belongs to the Nez Perces; his home is at Red Wolfe's
creek.
Question by tile judge advocate. What do you know-of his connexion
with the war ?
Answer. He is a bad man. 'He was not at the robbery of Fort
Walla-Walla. Pui-pui-mox-mox stole the goods from the fort. This
man was at the burning of Brook's house. I know he went over into
Kamaiaken's camp. Then he came back. He came back: in the
evening. He went to Fgrezee'ss lodge. He did not talk much there,
as Frezee is a praying man. He got a good many of our people, and
went to Brook's house and burned it. I did not know before they
fired it that they meant to burn it. A great many went with him.
I went to the priest's house that day. Was there a little time and
saw the flames. I took my horse and went there fast. The house
was burning. A good many horses were there. I met two little
persons. I went right to the fire. Plenty persons there. They
talked very bad to me. They told me not to speak, that they would
not listen to me. A good deal was said. I was alone to talk to them.
They had everything divided among: them. Piallmann, a white man,
was there, He had his load to carry away. I got from my horse.
I told them they had got to put all the goods in a'pile and leave them,
and it was done. I drove them off;: they came :back; they were too
many. I had none to help me. They stole the goods and carried
them away. He (the prisoner) was there. He came from Kamaiaken
and robbed the houseiand stole thebgoods. He was'not the principal.
Wild Cat was the head man, and he got thirty-five sacks of flour for
his portion of the stolen goods.
Question by the judge advocate. Do you know anything of Five Grow
having sent an express to the Nez Perces ?
Answer. Yes, he sent a messenger there.
Question by the judge advocate. When was it?
Answer. It was last season.
Question by thejudge advocate. Do you know where the volunteers
were then?
Answer. No.
Question by the judge advocate. At the time Five Grow sent the
messenger'into the Nez Perces, had the volunteers come up as far as

the Umatilla?
Answer. No.
Question by the judge advocate. Can you not tell me about when
this was ?
Answer. No, I can't remember the time;: it was last season.
Question by the judge advocate. Had you at that time heard anything about volunteers or soldiers coming to this country?
AnGwer. No.
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Question by the judge advocate. What was the message Five Crow
sent to the Nez Perces ?
Answer. He sent Too-toy-na-tosh-watish to tell them that the whites
andt Indians were goingtto have a war; that Olney had been to the
Umatilla and killed an Indian; that the Indians had plenty of powder and balls, and wanted the Nez Perc6s to come down and join them,
and that Kamaiaken had defeated the soldiers in his country.
Question by the judge advocate. At the time Five Crow sent the
messen ger to the Nez Perces, had the prisoner returned ftom Kamaiaken's country ?
Answer. Yes.
Question by the judge advocate. Had he seen Five Grow since he
came back ?
Answver. Yes.
Question by the judge advocate. Was Five Crow's heart good
towvards the Americans before the soldiers came lup here ?
Answer. No, his heart was very bad towards them.
Question by the judge advocate. Did he at that time talk of fighting
the Americans ?
Answver . Yes, his heart was for war.
Question by the judge advocate. State whether or not it was the
intention of a large part of your tribe to go to war before the prisoner
went to the Caytse camp or the Upper Umatilla with a message from

Kamaiaken.
Answer. Stickus was not for war. Tfin-tim-rit-see and I were not
for var. The chiefs were for wvar. Most of the young men were for
wsar. I tried to talk with then; they would not listen to me; their
hearts; were bad.
Stickus, a Cayuse Indian, was called by the judge advocate as a
witness for the prosecution.
Lieutenant Wright, for tbe prisoner, objected to his being sworn,
by reason of his want of knowledge of the obligation of an oath.
The court decided that the witness be examined on this point.
Question by the judge advocate. You heard me ask Howlish Wampool
if he knew the obligation of an oath; are you willing to be sworn ?
Answer. Yes; and will talk "straight."
Question by the, itidge advocate. Do you know why the white man
holds up his hand when hle is sworn ?
Answer. Yes. He points to the Great Father, and tells him he
will talk with one tongue.
Question by the judge advocate. What do you suppose the Great
Father would do to thle white mean, if he told a lie then ?
Answer. Ile would be angry; lie would punish him.
Question by thedjudge advocate. If you are sworn as the white man
is sworn, and should tell a lie, do you suppose the same punishment
would be inflicted on yon as on the white man ?
Answer. Yes; the Great Spirit is the Father of us all.
The court decided to admit the witness, whereupon Stickus, being
duly sworn, says:
Question by the judge advocate. Do you know the prisoner ?
Answer, Yes; he is a Nez Percus. Last year he came to our coun-
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il from Karaiaken; he talked there; he talked bad, very bad. He
did not speak to those of us who were friendly to the whites, as his
heart was for war. A band of five Indians came from Kwamaaken,
who were to follow Kamaiaken's talk.
Question by the julge advocate. At the time the prisoner was at the
council on the Umatilla, had Brooks' house been burned ?
Answer. Yes; he told us Kamaiaken had told him to burn the
house.
Question by the,judge advocate. At the time of the war council of
the Cayuse and Utnatilla Indians, did you have any talk with the
prisoner ?
Answer. I asked him how his heart was to-day. I told him I liked
horses and goods; that he had done bad-; that his burning houses
and taking the whites' goods 'made Ime sick; that when I had a horse
which strayed off, and was lost, it made my heart sick , and he. (tile
risoner) laughed at me. That is all I told him, and that is all I

nowv.
Question by the judge advocate. What news did lie bring the Cayuses
from Kamaraken?
Answer. He brought us wvord that we all had to fight, in every
place; all must go to -; this was what Kamaiaken said.
Question by the judge advocate. Where have you camped this winter ?
Answer. With ilowlish Wampool, Pierre, and Tin-timl-mit* see. You
know where.
Question by the judge advocate. Have there been any soldiers camped
witlh you since the battle on the Touchet?
Answer. Yes; some of your people.
Question by the judge advocate. Are all the friendly Clayuses and
Walla- Wallas camped together:?
Answer. Yes ; where I told you.
Question by the judge advocate. Has the prisoner a family in that
camp ?
Answer. No.
Question by the judge advocate. Had he any business there ?
Answer. No; we don't want those who belong to the war party to
come near us.
Question by Lieutenant JVright. Do you suppose he came into camp
to know who was there, so as to tell all lhe could find out to the war
party?
Answer. I can't say. I do not know what lie came for. He is a
bad man.
The evidence for the part of the prosecutionX here closed.
Lieutenant Wright announced that he hcad no witnesses for the defence, and that he would submit the whole subject to the court without further remark.
The court being cleared, and the whole of the Vproceedings read over
to the court by the judge advocate, the following finding and sentence
wrer pronounced:
The court, after mature deliberation onlthe-:testimony adduced, find
the prisoner, Te-pe-al-an-at-ke-kek, a Nez Perc6s Indian, guilty of the
specifications and guilty Of the charges preferred against him, and
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sentence him to be hanged by the neck until he be dead. The sentence to be carried into execution within twenty-four hours after its
approval by the colonel commanding.
The court adjourned sine die.
HIRAM WILBER,
D,
1st
Captain Co.
IReg't 0. Al. V., President.
Wm. HI. FARRAR,

Judge Advocale.

HEADQUARTERS, IST REGIMENT 0. Al. V.,
caamp Oornelills, March 6, 1856.
By a court-martial, of which Calptain Hiram Wilber, company D, is
president, was tried a certai nyNez Perc's fIndian called Te-pe-al-an:-atke-kek, on charges and specifications l)referred against himn by Lieut.
Thomas J. Small, Co. K, 1st regiment Oregon mounted volunteers,
to all which the prisoner pleaded not guilty. The~court, after mature
deliberation on the testimony adduced, find the prisoner gu ilty of the
specifications and guilty of the charges, and sentence him to be hanged
by the neck, until he be dead ; the sentence to be carried into execution within twenty-four hours after its approval by the commanding
colonel.
The commanding colonel approves the finding and sentence of the
court-martial, andI orders the sentence to be carried into effect at the
hour of 9 o'clock to-morrow morning.
By order of
T. R. CORNELIUS,
Commanding 1st Regt. O. M. V.
W. H.
Adj'utant of Regiment.

FARRARCol.

I certify the foregoing to be a true copy fromn the original record.
W. H. FARRAR, Juldge Advocate,

1st Regiment 0. Al. Volunteers.

TERRITORY OF OREGON, HEADQUARTERS,
Portland, May 10, 1856.
COLONEL: Your communication of the 2;th ult. has been received,
with its enclosures, a copy of letter addressed to you by Indian Agent
Thompsson, in which he complains -of the conduct of the Oregon volunteers towards certain alleged friendly Indians at the Dalles. If
the complaint be justly founded against individuals of the Oregon
volunteers, no one can regret or reprobate such offensive conduct more
than myself. I have no information that will justify-your use, in
general terms, and by an indiscriminate ap)plication of' the harsh expression, that you arc much embarrassed by these wanton attacks of
the Oregoni volunteers on the fricnly Indians.
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In preferring the wish that the volunteers be withfdrawn fromn the
Columbia river, you seem to be unaware of the fact that they have
only been kept in the ficld because that portion of the United States
army, stationed in northern Oregon, has not been actively employed in
guarantying security to the frontier settlements in that section of the
Territory. Thle presence of thle United States troops oult of garrison,
was to be, as it has been, the signal of recall to the volunteers.
In presumrling that the executive of this Territory retains authority over the Oregon volunteers, wherever they may be employed,
you are fully justified by the cheerful respect they have always paid
to the executive authority. Instead of reproach, they are entitled to
the highest enconiums. Responding to the concluding paragraph of
your communication generally, I take this opportlinity to say, that in
the pursuit and chastisement of hostile Indians, aggressors upon the
peace of our ,settlements, the present incumbent of tihe executive office
of this Territory will be actuated by the belief that it is unimportant
to consider, and unnecessary to be controlled by limits of territorial
jurisdictioIl.
It is a matter of congratulation that the United States troops have
at length made a forward movement, and I trust that nothing will
occur to render nugatory your proposed campaign into the Yakima
country.
I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
GEORGE L. CURRY,
Governor of Oregon.
Colonel G. WRIGHT,
Nintlt 7fantry, Cornd'g. Northern Dist., Dept. of tIe Pacific.

FORT READING, CAL., ATovem~ber 20, 1855.
DEAR SrR: I send this note to inform- you of thle safe arrival of myself and party at this post, and to tell youi hlow much I feel indebted
to you for my successful trip. I reached the Umpqua cainon just in
time to go throughh$:With thle companies of Captains Mdorgan. and
Bowie, those underthe 'immediate command of Major Martin. I told

the M~ajor:of my situation ,and showed him your orders. Hevery
kindly offered me every assistance in his power. I went through the
canon withN his command, and camped witl it a'few milesion thbeothier
side. In the evening" the volunteers :from the;battle-field came in
very much exhausted by the prolonged fight. They reported that all
the troops, bothregulars and volunteers, had left the field for supplies, and0to wait for reinforcements. The regulars had gone to
Grave creek, about six miles from our camp. The next morning
Major Martin very kindly escorted me with Captain Bowie's company
to Captain Smithiis camp, who then furnished:me with can escort of
regulars through the valley to Fort Lane. The state of the country
was such that, without the Major's assistance,"it would have been
very dangerous for myparty to attempt to 1ass through it, and I very
much doubt if I could have made my men attempt it. I therefore
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feel, sir, that much of the success of the survey is due to your kindness, for Which1I beg you to accept my sincere thanks.
Truly, yours,
HENRY L. ABBOT,
Licut. U. S. flopograplh1cal Elgtnleer8.

G. L. CURRY,
Governor of Oregon Territory.

GEANERAL ORDPRS-No. 7.
HEADQUARTERS, WASHINGTONY TERRITORY VOLUNTEERS,
Olympia, TV. T., October 30, 1856.
1st. The volunteers of Washington Territory, of both] staff and
line, are hereby disbanded.
2d. The adjutant general, quartermaster, and commissary general,
w\ith] such officers and employ6s as they may require to perfect and
finish the m11uster-Iolls and accounts, are retained in service till further orders.
3d. All officers commanding companies Lvill be discharged upon
rendition of their muster-rolls at the office of the adjutant general,
and the settlement of their accounts for public property with the
quartermaster and commissary general.
4th. Thle senior officers of the late 2( regiment Washington Territory volunteers, and the military clerk to the comnmiander-in-chief, will
be retained in service till further orders.
5th. No purchases of property or supplies, after this date, will be
made by- any officer or employ' without special orders from the quar-

termaster general.
6thl The commiander-in-chief desires me to express to tile officers
and men of the right w
ming of the 2d regiment, commanded by Lieutenant Colonel Shaw, the northern battalion, commanded by Major
Van Bokkelin, tile soutIlern, by Major Maxon, and the central, by
Major Blankenship, his most cordial thanks for the signal gallantry,
resolute endurance, and excellent discipline they have displayed and
maintained during their six months' arduous, faithful, and efficient
services.
The nature of the :vast region of country traversed, the wily and
resolute character of the savages overawed or subdued, and tile privations endured by the citizen-soldiery of the 2(1 regiment, are well
known and appreciated by the inhabitants of Washington Territory,
who will know how to honor, for all future time, the devoted and fearless men who have maintained the foothold of civilization upon this
remote frontier.
History will present the fact, withl credit and honor to the volunteer force, that during the six monlthls of active service of one thousand of tile citizens of Waslington Territory not a single friendly
Indian has: been hliarned in a volunteer camp or scout: ; no Indian has
been plundered or molested, and the captured property of defeated
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savages has been, in every' case, turned over to the proper officers,
and aithfully accounted for by them.
To the efficient staff, commissioned and non-commissioned, both
personal and of transportation and supply, the commander-in-chief
begs to make his hearty acknowledgments.
Devotion to the service, aided by the patriotism and generosity of
the citizens, has enabled a widely scattered community of seventeen
hundred American citizens, to keep on foot, feed, clothe, arm, and
partly mount, one thousand most efficient and serviceable troops.
of With these facts for the future historian, the year 1856, although
disastrous in material prosperity, is rich in honorable achievements,
and will be dwelt upon by the descendants of the troops, now returning to their avocations of peace, with pride and exultation.
JAMES TILTON,
Adjutant General W. T. Vols.
,-

By order of the governor and commander-in-chief of Washington
Territory volunteers.
HEADQUARTERs, DEPARTMENT OF THE PACIFIC,

Benicia, California, November 1, 1856.
COLONEL: For the information of the lieutenant-general commanding
the army, and the Secretary of War, I transmitted, on the 19th October, several communications relating to Indian difficulties with Governor Stevenshand his party on Mill creek, near Fort Walla-Walla.
It appears to have originated in th.e attempt of the governor to force
upon the Indians treaties made with them in the summer of 1855,
but not confirmed by the Senate of the lUnited States. This attempt,
at the time, was extremely injudicious, knowing, ashe no doubt did,
that his former treaties were in part, if not entirely, the cause of the
war with the Yakimas. The governor and his party were' driven out
of the country protected by the regulars.
Since which, Colonel Wright, with an additional company, proceeded to Walla-Walla without meeting with-any hostile Indians.
He reports that he apprehends no difficulty whatever with them. All
is quiet, and I have no doubt will remain so if the whites will only
let the Indians alone.
Governor Stevens has returned to Puget Sound, where it is hoped
he will remain, although it is apprehended he will attempt the renewal of the war in 0 that region. By his efforts to cause another
outbreak at Walla-Walla, he induced Looking-Glass, the great war
chief of the Nez Perces, a numerous and powerful tribe, to favor
Kamaiaken, of the Yakimas, who has a few followers. Me, however,
has informed Colon1el Wright thathe is friendly to the whites, and
does not want to fight. The Walla-Wallas and Cayuses say "that
they do not desire to fight, but want to be paid: for their lands before
any more talk is had about taking them away for the whites to settle
upon, and prescribing them to certain limits." Lieutenant Colonel
Steptoe says, he urged Governor Stevens to adjourn his council with
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the Indians weeks before it was brought to a close, as it was plainly
to be seen that no good would' result from it. He further says:
"There would have been no further disturbance but for the council
it was premature and inopportune." It was no doubt an effort to
create another outbreak with the Indians, with the hope by such; a
course to induce Congress to pay the enormous debt contracted to
carry on the war, which there was no circumstance to justify;. The
scrip has been: sold as low as ten and twelve cents in the hundred.
If' the United States desire to extinguish the Indian title to the
lands east of thee Cascade range of mountains, which, with the exception of the Colville mines, is entirely uninhabited by whites, the effort
should be made by commissioners of high character and standing, and
not interested or residents of the country. I do not believe it can be
done by residents of either Oregon or Wvashington without a large
force to support them. It appears to me the country is not worth
the expense. It is a mountainous region with valleys that could,
perhaps, be advantageously used for raising stock, but not for cultivation. This is the opinion of all Iw
haveconversed with on the
subject acquainted with the country. Regular officers, however,
would undoubtedly do much better than civilians in making treaties
with the Indians; indeed, under any and all circumstances, they can
control Indians much better than civilians. The Indian department,
in mny opinion, ought not to have been taken from under the control
of the War Department.
From the exaggerated and false reports by the newspapers in
Oregoni, lest they should produce a panic among the l)eolple of Oregon
and Washington, and consequently volunteers go against thle Indians, I was induced to order Brevet Major Wise with his collipany
to the Dalles.
I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
JOHN E. WOOL,
Major General.
Lieutenant Colonel L. THOMAS,
As8't Adji't Gen., Headq'rs of the Army, New York city.
[Endoradmentc]

Indcian A fair.
The views of Major General Wool approved and respectfully submitted.
WINFIELD SCOTT.
HEADQUARTERS, DEPARTMENT OF TIE PACIFIC,
Benicia,JCal., November $3, 1856.
COLONEL: Herewithl, for the information of the lieutenant general
commanding the army and the Secretary of War, I have the honor to
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forward a letter from Lieutenant Colonel Silas Casey, dated the 21st
October, and a correspondence between him and Gov. I. I. Stevens,
dated the 20th. and 21st October, 1856, relating to Indians on Puget's
Sound, and endorsements approving :of his course in all respects.
From the first moment of his arrival in the Sound, the Colonel has
been active, enterprising, and skilful in conducting the Indian war
in that region, at the same time with discretion and sound judgment.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
JOHN E. WOOL),
Major General.
Lieut. Col. L . THOMAS ,
Ass't Adj't Gen., Headquarters of the army, N. Y. city.
[.Endorsemontq.
Indian Affairs.
The views of both Majordi- General Wool and Lieutenant Colonel
Casey approved. Respectfully submitted.
WINFIELD SCOTT .
HEADQUARTERS, PUGET's SOUND DiSTRTCT,

Fort Steilacoom, WV. T., October 21, 1856.
MAJOR: I have the honor to enclose, for the information of the
general, copies of :communications which have passed between Gov.
Stevens and myself on Indian affairs.
I place no confidence in the report with regard to the intentions of
Leshi, as contained in the communication of the governor. Leshi
came to Dr. 'I'olinie's the other day,)7and sent to me, wishing to see me.
I did not see him, but sent word to him to remain quiet. The Indians
desire to remain in peace, and I have no idea they will break out
again, unless they are driven to it. So far as my observation and
information go, they are much neglected by the agents. Those who
have been friendly'all the time, are still kept on the reservations, on
which tthey were located& on the breaking out of the war. They frequently come to me in their troubles, but I have no power to aid.
With: regard to those Indians whom the, governor wishes me to take,
I have no idea that they can be convicted of any murders, if a fair
chance is given them. Leshi, in particular, have always understood, opposed them: Idle stories, having no foundation in truth,
are constantly being fabricated :by those who are interested in keeping
alive excitement about Indians. Those Indians who are encamped
near this post, and whom I have taken 'in charge, out of regard to the
quiet of this community, (although the duty belongs to another,) as
well as those whom Governor Stevens mentions by name in his comr
munication to me, are a portion of those who surrendered themselves
to Colonel Wright last summer. Whether Colonel Wright did or
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did not exceed his authority in receiving and making peace with
them, it is not my intention to discuss; but of one thing I am quite
sure, that after peace has been made with Indians without such conditions, to hold them accountable as murderers for acts committed in
the war, is certainly inaugurating a new policy in the general government, and should receive the assent, at least, of the highest executive
officer of the republic. I shall await the instructions of the general
oil the subject.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
SILAS CASEY,
Lieut. Col. 9t1, Infantry, Com'g P. C. district.
Major W. W. MACKALL,
Ass't Adj't Gen. Dep't of the Pacicl, Benicia, Cal.
P. S.-Mr. Ford, an agent, front whom Governor Stevens received
his information with regard to Leslli, called upon me yesterday, and
informed me that he had since ascertained that the information which
he had conveyed to the governor with regard to him was not correct.
S. C.
Endorsement.
Respectfully forwarded, with the remark that I approve, in all respects, of Lieut. Colonel Casey's conduct. No officer could have conducted the affairs in Puget'st Sound with more skill, enterprise, and
activity, at the same time with great discretion and sound judgment,
than the colonel.
JOHN E. WOOL,

Major General.

HEADQUARTERS, PUGET SOUND DISTRICT,
Fort Steilacoom, Rf. T., October 20, 1856.
GOVERNOR: For several weeks past there have been more than an hundred Indians, including women and children, encamped near this post.
Your agents have taken no charge of them, and, as I understand, decline so doing. I sent them to the reservation soon after they came
is, and was informed by Mr. Ford, your agent, several days after, that
he had taken no charge of them, and did not intend doing so. I received them again, in order to prevent any disturbance that might
ensue from the strange conduct of your agent.
In consequence of this, I have considered that the public tranquility

required -that I should ration them, and I have since then done accordingly.
Inasmuch as hostilities have ceased in this district, I do not consider
that it is myr province to take care of these IndiansO,ad I respectfully
request that you will relieve me from the responsibility.,
Permit me to say that I am firmly of the opinion that if the Indians
ot the Sound are treated with kindness and justice, and lawless men
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restrained from violence towards them, there will be no danger of any
outbreak on their part.
In conclusion, I would remark that I sincerely desire the proshappiness of the people on this Sound, and I am confident
perityrand
that they will be the recipients of those blessings: only so far as they
prove themselves a law-abiding, just, and forbearing people.
Yery respectfully your obedient servant
SILAS CASEY,
Lieut. Col. 9th Infantry, commanding P. S. District.
His Excellency I. I STEVENS,
ctovernor W. 7T., and Sup't Indian Affairs, Olympia, TV. T.
P

EXECUTIVE OFFICE, WASHINGTON TERRITORY,

Olympia, October 20, 1856.
SIR: I have received your letter of this date, requesting me to take
charge of the Indians, more than one hundred in number, encamped
near your post, and stating that you had received them, when sent
back from the reservation, 'in -order to prevent any disturbance that
might ensue from the strange conduct of my agent.
Captain Ford has, in this matter, acted under the instructions of
the general agent, Colonel Simmons, who, I am informed, notified
you that the Indians would not be received, previous to your sending
them to the reservation.
Although hostilities have, for the present, ceased on the Sound, yet, in
my judgment, the Indians at your post, most of whom have come from
the east side of the mountains, are not in that- condition of submission
which makes it safe to incorporate them with the friendly Indians
nor will they, in :my judgment, be: in that condition till the known
murderers of that band are arrested for trial If those murderers are
not apprehended and tried, and punished, if convicted, we shall be at
all tibnes exposed to a renewal of the war and its scenes of death and
devIpst.ation.
The Indians at your post, during the short time they were at the
reservation, endeavored to create disaffection among the friendly Indians, and it is not to be wondered at, as Stahi and other known murderers were sent to that reservation.
I have, therefore, to request your aid to assist me in apprehending
Leschi, Quiemuth, Kitsaps Stahi, Nelson, and other murderers, and
to keep them -in' custody, awaiting a warrant from the nearest magistrate; which -being :accomplished, I will receive the remainder, premising, however, that I will provide1'for them, in the neighborhood
of your post, till the return of Colonel:; Simmons.
In regard to Leschi, I will state thlat, from recent information in
my possession, I am almost certain that he is now endeavoring to raise
a force to prosecute the war anew. The Indians un(ler Kitsap and
Nelson have a catnp on Green river, where not only have theytheir arms
and ammunition, but the arms and ammunition of the Indians now at
yourpoat. Leschi ip here for no other purpose, in my judgment, than
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to renew the war; and what has recently occurred in the Walla-Walla
valley should admonish men upon whose shoulders rests the responsibility of the management of affairs, not tofeel too secure yet. I have
return, that Leschi, within a few clays, has been at
learned since
Nisqually, and that Dr. Tolmie had communicated the fact to you.
No effort, hNowever, was made to arrest him, not even to the extent of
sending me the information.
In conclusion, I have to state that, I do not believe any country or
age has afforded an example of the kindness and justice which has
been shown towards the Indians by the suffering inhabitants of the
Sound, during the recent trouble. They have, in spite of the few
cases of murder which have occurred, showed themselves eminently a
law-abiding, just, and forbearing people. They desire the murderers
of Indians to be punished, but they complain, and have a right to
complain, if Indians, whose hands are steeped in the blood of the
innocent, go unwhipped of justice.
Very truly and respectfully, your most obedient servant,
ISAAC I. STEVENS,
Governor and Superintendent.
Licut. Col. S. CASEY,
Commanding P. S. District, Fort Steilacoom, TV. T.

my,

HEADQUARTERS, PuGEr SOUND DISTRICT,
Fort Steilacoom, W. I'., October 21, 1856.
GOVERNOR: Yours of the 20th instant has just beeft received. I
desire, in the first place, to correct one piece of information which
you have received. You state that you had been informed that
Colonel Simmons, your agent, had notified me previously, that the
Indians would not be received on the reservation. I received no such
notification from Colonel Simnons, and the first information that I
had of any unwillingness to take them, was from Mr. Ford,several
days after they had been sent over.
I can see no reason for changing the opinion with regard to Indian
matters, which I had the honor to communicate to you in my letter
of yesterday.
The Indians on the Sound, there is no doubt, can, by neglect and
ill usage, be driven to desperation. Those whom you wish my
assistance to take, are some of those who were driven from this district across the Cascade mountains. They delivered themselves up
to Colonel Wright, when in the Yakima country, made their peace
with him, and were promised protections - Colonel Wright informed
me of these facts, and, although it .night be said that, commnanding
an independent district, I was not bound by his acts, still it would
be bad poHicy, if not bad faith, to pursue a different course towards
them. Indians, not being able to understand the difference, would
look upon it as albreach of faith.
Now, with due deference to you, sir, I would suggest that the
better way would be to consider that we have been at war with these
Indians and now we are at peace.
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To be sure they have killed somne0of the people, but that is in'i.
dent-to war. oMost of those who committed murders have been killed,
and the Indians have suffered much.
You say that some of the Indians who killed, whites are still at
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large; it may be so, but are there not Whites at large who have
wantonly murdered: innocent Indians in this district?
For the reasons above mentioned, I cannot assist in arresting the
men whom you have named,:but I will submit the matter to the
general commanding the department of the Pacific, and be governed
by hlis order in the premises.
Although I do not consider that I can assist in taking the Indians
you named, unless they recommence the war, still, from may regard
for the: civil authority, I will, 3as I informed Judge Chambers and
others, receive, for safe keeping, any Indians whom, by due process
of law, they may commit.
I presume you were not informed that Leshi had seen Dr. Tolmie,
from the fact that you were then in the Columbia.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
SILAS CASEY,
Lt. Col. 9th Infantry, Comd'y Pu get Sound District.
His excellency I. I. STEVENS,
Governor of Washington Territory, and
Superintendent of Indian Affairs, Olynmpia, WF. T.
Endorsement.
Respectfully forwarded to the Secretary of War, with the remark
that I -fully approve of the course pursued by Lieutenant Colonel
Casey in regard to the Indians in question. Governor Stevens, no
doubt, is determined on a renewal of the war with the Indians. His
removal from office alone can prevent it. His object is to establish the
fact that peace can only be preserved by volunteers. Having been
foiled in his efforts to renew the war with the Walla-Walla Indians,
he seems determined to renew it with those on Puget Sound. I have
instructed Lieutenant Colonel Casey to use all the means in his
power to preserve peace in his district.
JOHN E. WOOL,
Major General.
NOVEMBER 2, 1856.

HEADQUARTERS', DEPARTMENT OF THE PACIFIC,

Benicia, California, November 19, 1856.
COLONEL: Herewith I have the honor to forward, for the information of the lieutenant general commanding the army, and the
Secretary of War, sundry communications from, Lieutenant Colonel
Casey, viz: One from Colonel Wright, dated th-e 23d of July, 1856;
one from Governor I. I. Stevens, dated October .30; and three from
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himself, dated the 29th of October, and two of the 2d of November,
1856, relating to Indian affairs in Puget Sound.
I also enclose a copy of a letter to Lieutenant Colonel Casey, dated
the 19th of November, 1856, approving of his course in refusing to
surrender for trial Leschi and others, demanded by Governor Stevens,
with instructions as to his future course should an attempt be made
to renew the war in Puget Sound.
All which is respectfully submitted.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
JOHN E. WOOL,
::
~~~~~~~MajorG;eneral,
Lieut. Col. L. TnOMAS,
Assistant Adjutant General,
Ikadquarters of the Army, New York city.

Endorsement.
I concur fully in the views of Major General Wool and Lieutenant
Colonel Casey, as expressed within. Respectfully submitted,
WINFIELD SCOTT.
[Extmet.)

HEADQUARTERS, NORTHERN DISTRICT, DEPARTMENT OF PACIFIC,
Camp near Fort Nachess, W. T., July 23, 1856.
COLONEL:

*

*

*

*

*

*

*

At the Kittetas there is a party of Nisqually Indians, amongst whom
tare Leschi, Nelson, and Kitsap. They wish to go back to the Sound,
if they can do so in safety. The three men above named may have
been guilty of some great atrocities during the war, but I have never
been able to obtain any reliable information on the subject. If they

have committed murders of men, women, and children, I suppose
they regard that as legitimate warfare with them. They are now
willing and anxious to go back, either to th6 reservation, or any
other place that may be decided on.; This morning, eight men
belonging to the same people (Nisqulallys) came to see me; they are
living onl the Nachess, about forty miles above this point, and probably number eighty or one hundred in all; Lesclii is their chief;
and they also desire to go back, provided it is safe for them to do SO.
If all these people can be received back and placed on the reservation, I think it would he the best thing that could be done with
thOn. If the superintendent of Indian affairs will receive them,
an(d guaranty their safety, I will send them over to your nearest
post. I desire you to communicate with the superintendent, and
advise tle of the result as early as possible.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
G. WRIGHT,
-Col. 9th Infantry, oomdg.
Lieut. Col. S. CASEY, 9th Infantry,
Comnmd'g Fort Sleilacoom, W. T.
H. Ex. Doc. 76- 15
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OFFICE SUpINTENDBNT INDIAN AFFAIRS;.
Olympia, W. T., October 30, 1856.
Srn: I have the honor, herewith, to enclose a copy of a letter of instructions from Colonel Wright to Major Garnett, directing the latter
to turn: over to me for trial before the courts, of Leschi, Nelson, Kitsap, Qui-e-muth, and Stahi.
These instructions show conclusively that Colonel Wright had made
no terms with these men guarantying to them immunity from punishment for their misdeeds.
I trustbthat you will feel authorized by your views of duty to coMwith the requisition which I have twice made upon you, and which
ylytake
again this occasion to renew.
I will observe that the instructions to Major Garnett were enclosed
to me for the use of Colonel Shaw, who, goes to the Yakima as soon as
his business on the Sound is settled, which will be in a fewldays.
It is competent for any officer of the Indian service, or for any
sheriff, or other executive officer of the law, to seize an Indian guilty of
wrong and hold him in anticipation of a warrant. This has been the
general practice on the Sound. I have several times had the assistance
of the troops, who have gone to the Straits, to Bellingham bay, and
other points on such duty. After the Indiaus were ecured, the warrants were got out, and the Indians thus brought within reach of the
courts. I cannot see any objection to this practice, but on the contrary,
I do not see how it can be well done in any other way in the present
case.
Truly and respectfully, your most obedient,
ISAAC I. STEVENS,

Governor and Superintendent.

Lieut. Colonel S. CASEY, 9th Infantry,
loi. Puget Sound district, Fort Steilacoom, IV. T.

True copy.

RICHARD ARNOLD,
Ist Lieut. 3d Artillery, A. D. C.

HEADQUARTEWa PUGET SOUND DITRICT

Fort Steilacoom, W. T., November 2, 1856.
GOVERNOR: Yours of the 31st ultimo is received. As with your
prior communications a copy will be transmitted to the General commanding the department of the Pacific. I shall in the meantime
comply with the requisition of the civil authority, so far as it can be
done without a recommencement of hostilities on my part.
In all ordinary cases I should have no hesitation in complying with
the requisition of the: Superintendent of Indian Affairs, but this is a
case in which, in my opinion, the rights and usages of war are some-
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what involved, and in consequence I consider myself and military
superiors the proper persons to judge in the matter.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
SILAS (CASEY,
Lt. Col. 9th Infantry, Com'g P. S. District.
His Excellency, I. I. STEVENS,
Gov. W. C., and Supt. of Ind. Alfaira, Olympia, W. T.

HEADQUARTERS, PUGET SOUND DISTRICT,

Fort Steilacoom, W. T., October 29, 1856.
AWJOR: I have the honor to enclose, for the information of the6 General a copy of a communication received from Governor Stevens, With
my reply.
I have also enclosed a copy of a portion of a communication which I
received from Colonel Wright with regard. to these Indians
I am more and more confir m-ed in the opinion that the Indians of
the sound sincerely desire a permanent peace; and if the Indian
agents do their duty,. there need be no fear of its interruption.
The chiefs whom Governor Stevens wishes me to take are now at
large, but anxious to come in, as I learn, if promised protection.
I shall not attempt a reply to Governor Stevens' special pleadings,
although not difficult, as I do not wish to be drawn into a controversy ; but will simply remark that my sentiments, as contained in
my communication of the 21st instant, remain unchanged. I shall
await the order of the General in the matter.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

SILAS CASEY,
Lieut. Col. 9th Infantry, Com'g. P. S. District.
Major WV. W. MACKALL, A. A. S.,
Department of the Pacific, Benicia, California.

HSADQUARTERS, PUGET SOUND DISTRICT,

Fort Steilacoomt, W. ., November 2, 1856.
MAJOR.: I have the honor to enclose, for the information of the General, a copy of a communication received from Governor Stevens, with
my reply.
The Indians of the Sound have, in my opinion,been sufficiently subdued, (and in this opinion Judge Chenoweth expressed to me, yesterday, his agreement.) If properly dealt by and cared for they will not,
in my opinion, again break out.
The best policy would be to let by-gones be by-gones, and commence
anew with them. Let agents be appointed over them who will have
their: true interest at heart, and hold them to a strict account for any
future depredations. Until otherwise ordered I shall act on this
policy, complying, as far as possible, however, with the requisitions
y
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of the civil authority, which I consider it my duty to respect, although
I may not agree with the policy of its action.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

SILAS CASEY,
P. S. District.
9th
Infantry,
Col.
Lietd.
Mom'g.
Major W. W. MACKALL, A. A. S.,
Department of the Pacific, Benicia. CaliJfornia.

Endorsement.
I entirely concur with the views of Lieutenant Colonel Casey, as
lherein expressed, and of his just and humane course towards the
Indians.
JOHN E. WOOL, Major General.

HEADQUARTERS, DEPARTMENT OF THE PACIFIC,
Benicia, Cal., November 19, 1856.
SIR: Your Several communications and your correspondence with
Governor I. 1. Stevens, relating to the surrender of Leschi, and
several other chiefs, for trial, were received yesterday and laid before
Major General Wool. The following is his reply:
He approves of your courrse in not complying with the requisition of
Governor Stevens. " It is evident," he says, "that Stevens, persisting in demanding the surrender of Leschi and others for trial, is dictated byea vindictive spirit, caused by his recent attempt to renew the
war in the Walla-Wal1a country, first, by sending Colonel Shaw, with
two hundred volunteers, against the Cayuses, when they killed a few
old men, women, and children, and, as reported at the time, captured
three hundred head of horses and cattle second, his own failure in
the attempt to enforce upon the Walla-Walla, and other tribes treaties
to which the Indians were decidedly hostile, and which were no doubt
the cause of the war with the Yakimas."
He directs, "that you will not fail to give protection, if necessary,
to Leschii, and all other Indians peaceably -inclined to the whites, and
not in favor of renewing the war. And in case the Indian agents
refuse to furnish them with rations', you will do: so, taking care to
keep a distinct and separate account of the same. If an attempt should
be made by Governor Stevens, or other persons, to renew the war in
Puget Sound, you will resist it to the extent of your power. Should
the whites: attack the Indians, the power of the Indian agent ceases,
and the whole power of peace and war will be vested in yourself, under
the instructions of the commanding general and none other. Volunteers will in nowise be recognised, and should any be sent into the
field to make war on the Indianss, they will, if you have the power, be
arrested, disarmed, and sent home."
I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
W. W. MACKALL,
A8si8tant Adjutant General.
Lieutenant Colonel SILAS CASEY,
9th Infantry, Commanding Puget Sound Dwtrict,
Fort S5eaaoom, W. T.
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HEADQUARTERS, DEPARTMENT OF THE PACFIC,0
Benicia, Gal., November 19, 1856.
COLONEL. For the information of the lieutenant general commanding
the army and the Secretary of War, I have the honor to forward three
communications received by the last mail from Colonel George Wright,
of the 9th infantry, relating to Indian affairs, east of the Cascade range
of mountains.
The first and second, dated the 30th and 31st of October, relate to
establishing a military post on Mill Creek, in the Walla-Walla country,
and of several councils held withf the chiefs and warriors "of the Nez
Perces, Cayuses," &c. All which is no less interesting than the
Indians, as it appears, manifested the greatest desire for peace, and to
live on the most friendly terms with the whites, but expressed themselves decidedly opposed to the treaties made with Governor Stevens
more than a year since, and which nor-doubt were obtained contrary to
the general will and wishes of the tribes interested and, as it is asserted,
was the cause of the war with the Yakimas. The Colonel says, " I
must express my decided opposition to the treaty of Walla-Walla."
He prays 1" that it may never be confirmed." He further says that
all the chiefs, including the Nez Perces, a tribe more powerful than
all the others interested, are opposed to it.
I fully concur in the views entertained and expressed by Colonel
Wright on the subject, vith an earnest hope that the treaties made by
Governor Stevens, not yet approved or confirmed, will not be entertained by the President. If they should be, and confirmed by the
Senate, a long and an expensive war will, beyond all question, be the
result.
The third, dated 31st October, relates to another council with the
Indians, when Howlish Wampum, the Cayuse chief, gave a history of
the expedition last summer of Colonel Shaw, with two hundred volunteers, to the Cayuse country, when he killed several old mienvwomen,
and children, and, as was asserted at the time, captured three hundred
horses and cattle.
All which is respectfully submitted, with the hope that the subject
will receive all the attention it merits. I have, however, no expectation of a continuance of peace in Oregon or Washington Territory as
long as they are governed by men, who are no less hostile than they
manifest the most vindictive feelings against the Indians, and to an
extent,: if not checked, will lead to the depopulation at least of WVashington Territory, where,3it is said, there are not at this time to exceed
two or three thousand inhabitants, if so many.
I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
JOHN E. WOOL,

Major General.

Lieutenant Colonel L. THOMAS,
Assistant Adjutant General,
Headquarters of the Army, New York city.
P. S. Herewith I forward a letter from Captain H. D. Wallen, 4th
infantry, dated the 12th November, with an article from the Oregonian
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and a printed slip from Steilacoom, dated the 4th October. All which
shows the means resorted to deceive the public, and determination of
Governor Stevens to renew the war in the Sound.
JOHN E. WOOL.

Endorsement.
I concur fully in the views of Major General Wool and Colonel
Wright, as expressed within.
Respectfully submitted,
WINFIE;LD SCOTT.
HEADQUARTERS, COLUMIBIA RIVER DISTRICT,

Camp Fort Walla- Walla, 0. T., October 30, 1856.
MAJOR: I have selected this position for a winter camp. It is on
"Mill Creek," six miles from its junction with the Walla-Walla.
The troops are busily employed in erecting temporary quarters. The
block-house, store-houses, hospital, and company huts are well advanced; they will be completed within ten days, and the huts for the
officers by the 20th of November.
After the council of Governor Stevens, the Indians dispersed, and it
has been a work of' great difficulty to communicate with them-many
are so remote that it is impossible to communicate with them. I have,
however, in my camp about forty, embracing the principle chiefs of
the Nez Perc6, Cayuse, &c. I have had several talks with them, all
very satisfactory; the result of which I will communicate hereafter.
From appearances I apprehend no serious difficulties with 'any of
these Indians. rThe council of Governor Stevens was unfortunate;
the Indians, many of them, are hostile to the governor; they are. opposed to the treaty, and will never be contented until it is restored to
them. I am fully satisfied it should not be confirmed. I have told
them plainly that I was sent there to establish a military post to
remain :permanently; that I did not ask their permission to do this;
that oulr Great Father took as much land as he wanted for hissoldiers.
Thus far they appear perfectly satisfied with fall I have said to them.
I have directed Captain Jordan to make arrangements for the transportation of the public stores from the mouth of the Des Chutes fifteen miles above Fort Dalles, to the mouth of the Walla-Walla,by
water. I am sure that the cost of transportation by water will be
much less than by land. It is believed that four boats will keep this
post well supplied, and all four will cost less than two wagons, mules,
and harness.
I have an application from Captain Wallen, 4th infantry, for the
command of the post at the Cascades. Captain Wallen is senior to
any captain of ihe 9th infantry. The post at the Cascades issat
present, garrisoned by a company of the 9th infantry, Captain Winder's; neither Captain Wallen's or Captain Winder's company have
been with me the past summer.
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I did propose to send Brevet Major Lugenbeel, the senior captain of
the 9th, to relieve Captain Winder:; the latter to move to Fort Dalles,
and at a convenient season thence to this place, as for certain reasons
I desired t to rernove company "K)" of the 9th infantry, now here, to
Fort Dalles.
Fort Vancouver being the headquarters of the 4th infantry, I cannot of course remove the only company there without replacing it
with another of the same regiment.
All of which please submit to the consideration of the major general

commanding.
Very respectfully, your most obedient servant,
G. WRIGHT,
Colonel 9th Infantry, commanding.
W. NV. MMACKALL,,
ACKALL,
Major W.
Assistant Adjutant General,
Headquarters, department Pacific, Benicia, California.
Major

XW.

Endorsement.

Approved and respectfully forwarded. Brevet Major Wise with his
company, instead of Captain Wallen's, has been ordered to the Cascades.
JOHN E. WOOL,
Major General.
HEADQUARTERS, COLUMBIA RIVER DISTRICT,
Camp at Fort WFalla- Talla, 0. P., October 31, 1856.
MAJoR: I .have the honor to submit to the major general commanding the department the result of my visit to this place.
In accordance with the instructions from department headquarters,
I have seen and talked to the chiefs and headmen of the tribes in this
region.
Yesterday we assembled in council at noon ; there being present the
chiefs Red TWolf, Eagle from the Light, Howl?.'h WampUm, Tintonmetey,
and Stickus, also two sons of Looking-Glass, besides several sub-chiefs
and headmen of the Nez Perces and Cayuse nations.
I stated to them that I wished to have a full and frank expression
of their feelings and dispositions towards the white people; the causes
which brought oon' the war, &c.
The chief, Howlish Wampum, said: "I was at the Dalles when I first
heard it intimated that the commissioners were about proceeding to
Walla-Walla for the purpose of making a treaty for the purchase of
our lands. I came up here; I found the commissioners in council
with the Nez Perces. Subsequently the Cayuses were invited to come
in. Beef was killed and presents offered; we would- accept of nothing;
the Cayuses did not want to sell their land; but when we wished to
speak, the Nez Perces forbid us. It was Lawyer and his people who
sold the country. Our hearts have been crying ever since. The hearts
of the Indians were bad from that time. The first drop of blood that
was shed was caused by that treaty. We had thousands of horses and
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cattle;:tho:hills and valleys were covered with them; where are they
now? Not an ~animal is to be: seen over this wide expanse. Between
the hostile Indians and the whites we are stripped of every thing."
The speeches of the other chiefs amounted to the same thing in substance. They all denounced the treaty; both the Cayuses and the
Nez Perces were very severe on Lawyer and his party, whom they a-c-

cuse of having been bought over.
Eagle from the Light" was sent by Looking-Glass as hiri representative. He is the sense-bearer and mouth-piece of Lookirg-Glass.
He is a man of much character, and destined, I thbik, to reach the
chieftainship of all the Nez Permvs nation. His views oQ the treaty
were the same as those of the other chiefs>; to it he atribuited the first
shedding of blood. 0::He said he understood that I came "here to
straighten out things ;' he wished to know whether the bloody
cloth" was to be washed, to be made white, and all that is past forgotten; or whether the war was to be continued between tle white and
red man. For his part he was for peace. He 'desired to mee the good
talks of the white chiefs and the Indians planted il good soil and grow
up together. He desired to live in peace and harmlony with the white
people.
I remarked to the chiefs and people that the " bloody cloth" should
be washed ; not a spot should be left upon it. That the Great Spirit
had created both the white and red man, and commanded us to :" love
one another." That all past differences must be thrown behind us.
That the hatchet must be buried, and: that for the future perpetual
friendship must exist between us. That the good talks we had this
day listened to should be planted and grow up in our hearts, and drive
away all bad feelings, and preserve peace and friendship between us
forever. I told them. to put what I said in their hearts, and whe-n
they~returned to their homes to repeat it to all their friends.
I have not pretended to. give, verbatim, all that was said by the
chiefs or myself, only the substance of our talk, but sufficient to enable
the Genheral to understand their feelings and wants. I am fully satisfied with all that has been said. Peace and quiet can easily be maintained. The Indians are perfectly satisfied with the establishment of
a military postt here. All they want is quiet and protection.
The Walla-Walla chief, Hlomely, has Lrone far off, and I cannot see
him. He is our firm friend, and has with him some thirty or forty
men.
With regard" to the property of the Hudson Bay Company, taken by
the Indians tat old~ Fort XalalA-Walla, I understand it was distributed
among :the Indians by old Pen-pen-mox-mox.
I must express my decided opposition to the treaty of Walla-Walla.
I pray it may never be confirmed. All the chiefs in this and the Yakima country, whom I have seen, are violently oppose(l to it. Give
them back those treaties and no cause for war exists. They proclaim
that unfair means were used; whether so or not, the Indians will not
be contented until those treaties are restored.
During a long service I have had much to do with Indians, andthe
opinion which I have ever entertained has been that their entire management should be in the hands of the War Department. The interest
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of the Indians, alike with that ofthe government, demands it. The Indian
department cannot control the Indians without the aid of the military.
The latter can perform all the duties of' the Indian department. The
In(lians will be much better satisfied. They will not be embarrassed
by conflicting councils. They will know what to rely upon. If we
expect the Indians to put faith in us, we must have a unity and singleness of purpose. This can only be accomplished by placing them
under the jurisdiction of one white chief.
Very respectfully, your most obedient servant,
G. WRIGHT,
Colonel 9th Infantry, commanding2y.
Major W. W. MACKALL, Assistant Adjutant General,
Headquarters, department of the Pacafic, Benicia, Cal.

HEADQUARTERS, COLUMnIrA RIvEIt DISTRICT,
Camp at Fort Walla- Walla, October 31, 1356.
MAJOR: To-day I have had another council with the Indians. The
s5)eakers were the chiefs and some of the young men. All express
themselves highly gratified at the prospect before them, and a firm
determination :to preserve the peace.
"iHowlislh Wampum, " the Cayuse chief, gave me a history of Colonel
Slaw, and his volunteers, during the last slimmer. He says: "When
Colonel Shlaw ~arrived in this valley I went to see hi.n Colonel Shaw
said to me, that lhe had come to make peace ; that he had thrown his
armIs behind him. I told him my heart was made nappy. Soon
after, Colonel Sh1w marched for the Grande Ronde. The Cayuses
were encaml)ed there-that is, the women, old men, and children,
with a feew of the young men. The chiefs were absent when Colonel
Shaw approached. Hie sent Captain John, a friendly Nez Perc6, to
open a communication with the Cayuses. No persons authorized to
talk were in the Cayuse camp. The women and children became
alarmed at the advance of the volunteers, and commenced packing up.
The volunteers then charged the camp, and killed several old men,
women, and children."
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
G. WRIGHT,
Colonel Commanding Ninth Infantry.
major W. W. MAOKALL)
Asst Adj't Gen. Department of Pacific, Benicia, Cal.

FORT VANCOUVER, WASIIINGTON TERRITORY,

November 12, 1856.
MY DEAR GENERAL: I enclose you a slip, taken from the Oregonian
of the 8th instant, just to show you what articles we get up in Portland for the east. Colonel Wright arrived hero this morning from
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Walla-Walla; did not see a hostile Indian at Wild Horse creek, nor
did he encamp at that spot, awaiting the arrival of the Indians, to
make a treaty of peace. This intelligence was never brought to the
Dalles, but fabricated by some bad person for mischievous purposes.
The Indians do not evince the slightest hostility to the regular troops,
but, on the contrary, invite them to settle in their country, and afford
them protection. The colonel tells me that there will be no more
trouble, in his opinion, either in this or Oregon Territory.
All well, and write in the kindest regards.
Yours, very truly,
H. D. WALLEN.
Major General WOOL,
Commanding Pacific Division, Benicia, Cal.
at the north-The regulars attacked by the Yakimas.
"Friday night, 8 o'clock.
"The steamer Fashion has just arrived from the Cascades. We
learn by her officers that an express had arrived at the Dalles with
the news that Colonel Wright, of the 9th regiment, United States
army, bad been attacked by the Indians at Wild Horse creek, and was
fighting when the express left. Wright had been encamped there for
several days, awaiting for the Indians to come in, according to promise,
to make a treaty. They came in and attacked him, for the purpose,
we suppose, of making a peace. This is the way the Indians usually
make a treaty of peace."

"Indian.fight

[The Herald-Monday morning, November 17.]
Below we add some extracts we have since received from a private
letter, in which the author speaks in strong terms of the governor:

"STELACOOM, October 4, 1856.
As regards Ithe Indians, we anticipate trouble. Most, if not all,
of the hostiles are back this side of the mountains, visiting the towns
and settlements as formerly, with an air of braggadocio plainly indicating that they consider themselves the victors in the late outbreak.
Leschi, Kitsap, and others, are prowling about the country as of old,
apparently peaceful, but how long before ~they commence their old
game is a matter of uncertainty. Of one; thing you may rest assured,
that we are to have trouble. Infact, it is quite apparent to my mind
(although I may be mistaken) that Governor Stevens wishes the war
to recommence. It is essential to a maintenance of his position and
the discomfiture of General Wool. If the governor can satisfy the
people in the Atlantic States of a war here, he will have gained a
victory over General Wool, and in a measure justify his course of
action in the past. The reasons for forming such an opinion are
these: During the past summer the Indians on the reservation opposite this place were informed that they could go on to the Puyallup
bottom and there remain permanently. No sooner are they comfortacc
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bly situated, budiiy engaged in procuring 8:salmon, and drying them
for winter use, ~than an order omes for them to pack up and betake
themselves to the old reservations before they had time; to secure their
winter's provisions. I heard from Puyallup yesterday, and am informed that they refuse to go, giving, as a reason,:that they will
starve. And I believe, you think they are about right. Another reason is, that Governor Stevens, it is reported, does not acknowledge
the treaty made with the hostiles by Colonel Wright; and it is also
reported that he is taking steps to have the ringleaders arrested and
tried for murder; which step, if carried into execution, will lead to an
outbreak. Other signs of the times I might give, but space will not
permit. The truth:cannot be disguised. A storm is gathering- over
the horizon of our happiness and safety as a people. It may pass;
but, should it fall, terrible will be the result. No milk and water
work, but good earnest hard fighting-war to the knife."
Lieutenant Colonel Casey denies the charge that Leschti, or any other
Indians in the Sound, are anxious to renew the war. On the contrary,
he says, and believes, that they are sincere and anxious for peace.
He further says, if the Indian agents will do their duty towards the
Indians, there will be no difficulty whatever.
JOHN E. WOOL,
Major General.
EXECUTIVE OFFICE, TERRITORY OF WASilINGTON,
Olympia, November 21, 1856.
SIR.: I have the honor to report, for the information of the department, that the sales of property remaining on hand at the disbandonment of the volunteer forces of this Territory have been made, and have
resulted in the cancelling of about one hundred and fifty thousand
dollars of scrip. The sales in the aggregate exceeded the original
cost, particularly as regards animals, which, it has been alleged, have
been: purchased at extravagant rates. I trust that hereafter, in view
of the fact that our transportation has cost us nothing, that our people
have let their animals go into the service fromn three to nine months,
and haive taken them back at a premium, the enemies of the Territory
will be more guarded in their speech.
All the papers have been kept with regularity, both as regards the
service of, and issues to volunteers, and purchases and sales by the

quartermaster's department.
Our whole scrip will not exceed' nine hundred and fifty thousand
dollars, which deductingthe cancelled scrip, will leave not exceeding
eight hundred thousand dollars to be redeemed.
But some seventy or eighty thousand of this will be charged upon
the muster rolls, reducing the scrip that amount in the estimates for
pay of the volunteers.
I indulge the hope that Congress will, at this session,: authorize the
payment of the war debt of both Territories. The people deserve well
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of the nation. They have protected their families and vindicated tho
honor of the American flag. The war has been especially disastrous
to this Territory, and the people need prompt payment of their claims.
I am, sir, very respectfully, your most obedient,
ISAAC I. STEVENS,
Governor of Territory of Washington.
Hon. JEFFERSON DVI,
DAVIS,:
Secretary War, Washington OCity, D. C.

;on.

J

EXECUTIVE OFFICE, WAShINGTON TERRITORY,
Olympia, November 21, 1856.
SIR: Referring to my communication of the 22d of October, giving
the particulars of the council held by me at the Walla-Waila the previous month, and my views in reference to the operations of the regular troops under Colonel Wright, I have now to report that I learn
from reliable authority, though not from Colonel Wright himself,
that in his recent trip to Walla-Walla, he met the Nez Perce chiefs
who attacked my party, and effected another quasi peace, by surrening to their-demands. My informant states that "some chiefs, Eagle
from the Light, Red Wolf &c., met Colonel Wright in a 'talk' the
other day. The colonel took the ground which I urged you to take,
that the treasy of Walla-WValla ought not to be insisted upon."
Now the Red Wolf and:Elagle from the Light belonged to the hostile party. Red Wolf's People were in the attack upon me after the
adjournment of the council. The Eagle from the Light, though
hostile, brought none of his people to the council ground.
It would seem: that to get the consent of Colonel Wright to take
the ground that the treaty should not be insisted upon, it was simply
necessary for the malcontents to attack the Superintendent of Indian
Affairs and his party.
Now one-half of the Nez Perce nation, including the head chief
Lawyer, wish the treaty to be carried out. They have suffered much
from their steadfast adherence to it. Are their wishes to be disregarded?
It seems tome
:that we have in this Territory fallen upon evil times.
I hope and trust some energetic action may be taken to stop this
trifling with great public interests, and to make our flag respected by the
Indians of the'interior. They scorn our people and our flag. They
feel they can kill and plunder with impunity. They denominate us
a nationof old women. They did not do this when the volunteers
were in the field.
I now make the direct issue witW Colonel Wright, that he has made
a concession: to the Indians which he had no right to make ; that by
Fo doing he has done nothing but to get the semblance of a peace, and
that by his acts he has in a measure weakened the influence of the
s rvice, having the authority to make treaties and having the charge
of the friendly Indians. He has, in my judgment, abandoned his
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own dulty, which was to reduce the Indians to submission, and has
trenched upon and usurped a portion of mine,
I am, sir, very respectfully, your most'obedient,
ISAAC 1. STEVENS,
Governor WYashington Territory.
lion. JEFFERSON DAVIS,:
Secretary of W~ar, Wasyhigton City, D. C.

EXECUTIVE OEFICE, TERRITORY OF WASHINGTON,
Olympia, Novemiber 21, 1856.
SIR: As a part of the history of Indian relations in this Territory
the past two years, I enclose a co)y of a letter which, learning that
General Wool had just arrived at Vancouver, I addressed him on the
22d cday of May, 18155, the second clay after my arrival at WallaWalla last year, and some six days before- going into the council
whicl resulted in treaties of session from the Nez Perces, Yakimas,
Cay ses, WXalla-Wallas, and Umnatillas. General Wool however,
returne(l to San Francisco, where my letter reached him, and I passed
on to the sources of the Missouri. I have never received any answer
to the letter. I had previously, in a letter to you, dwelt upon the
importance of the occupation of the Walla-Walla.
I am, sir, very respectfully, your most obedient,
ISAAC I. STEVENS,
Governor and Superintendent.
TIon. JEFF. DAVIS,
Secretary of WYar, Jltslhington. City, D. C.

CouNcIL..GROUND, CAMP STEVENS)
Walla-Walla Valley, M3ay 22, 1855.
Silt: I feel it my duty to call your attention to the urgent necessity
of estalblishing the greater Portion of thle troo1)s, now stationed onlthe
Columlibia river, at or near this place, and to express the opinion that,
as regards the Indian service, depots only are required at Vancouver
an(l the Dalles. Its location to overawe hostile lndians and to protect the several emigrant routes, is remarrkably central. It is in direct
connexion with the great South 'Pass emigrant trail, aand with all the
northern trails explored by ine from the sources of the Missouri.
Roads run to the Nez Perce(" country, to the Yatkima country, and over
the Cascades, to the Sound and to Colville. It is the central point of
Indianswithin two to three hundred miles-of the Yakimas, the Click
itats, the Pischouses, the Okinekanes, the Walla-Wallas, the Indians below the Walla-Walla: to the Dalles, the Cayuses, ithe Palouses,
the Sp okanes, the Colville Indians, the Cc0ur d'Alenes, the Nez Perces,
and the Snakes, numbering some nine thousand.
No force is required at the Dalles for the protection against Indians
in that neighborhood. A garrison here would have the effect of a
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garrison at tho Dalles for theuIndians in1 that quarter. The Indians,
however, are generally friendly, except the Cayuses and the Snakes.
The Cayuses have been so insolent since measures have been taken to
call the neighboring tribes into council, to purchase their lands, and
place them on reservations that the settlers have been put in jeopardy,
and Superintendent Palmer and myself have made a requisition on
Major Rains to send 4a military force to this place to be present at the
council-a requisition with which he has promptly complied.
Our (camp is in the heart of the- country claimed by the Cayuses.
The Snakes have been unusually insolent of late, having seized cattle, within the last few weeks, at the very gates of Fort Boise; and
their insolence has incited the Oayuses to assume a tone of defiance
towards the settlers and the authorities. The Snakes ought to be
summarily lpuinshe(l for the outrages of the past year.
A post at this l)lace, to be effective, should consist mainly of cavalry, and should be garrisoned by a force large enough to furnish
movable columns for the protection of emigrant trails durin gtthe season of emigration. A wagon road is' to be:-built by authority of Congress from Fort Benton, near the falls of the Missouri, to this valley,
which will open an emigrant trail from the States bordering the great
lakes. The movable columns, besides protecting the trails, might
be called on to furnish one or two small detachments to occupy, under
canvass, temporary stations, such as Grand Ronde and Fort Boise,
where Indians at certain seasons resort in great numbers for the purposes of trade.
I am aware the force at your disposal is inadequate to accomplish
all that is desired ; but I respectfully urge that such force as you have
at your disposal will be most effective at this point.
This valley affords great facilities for the maintenance of a military
post. Inexhaustible grass, summer and winter; abundance of timber
and fuel ;beef for a large force through the year; already settlers
enough in the vicinity to furnish vegetables; :lands adapted to the
cereals and to grass to furnish -bread and forage, after the0first year.
There is an admirable site for a post near the mill of Whitman's
mission, some seven miles above the site now occupied by Bomforal,
Brooke, and Noble.
As you are now in the country, I will urge that you visit this valley, and judge from your own observation and investigation of its
character as a military centre of operations. It can be supplied by
wagon trains through nearly the entire year from the Dalles.
The experience of the Qayuse war, in counexion with the outrages
of the Snakes of last year, and the present insolent deportment of both,
has impressed me with the conviction that, unless some step -of the
kind I have indicated be taken, a contingency may arise which will
involve the country in even greater expenditures than those for which
Congress has recently made appropriations.
I am, very respectfully, yor 'obedient servant,
ISAAC I. STEVENS,
Governor,Iand Supt. Indian AlAair8, WYaahington Ter.
Major General JOHN E. WOOL,
Commanding Pacific Divaionm Vancouver, Wash. Ter.
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I certify the above to be a true and correct copy of a letter on file in
this office.
R. M. WALKER,:
ExouTrvMI OFFICE,
Olympia, November 21, 1856.

Military Clerk.

HEADQUARTERS, D.EPARTMIENT OF THE PACIFIC,
Benicia, CalifoMMia, December 3, 1856.
COLONEL. The steamer has arrived from Oregon, bringing intelligence that all is quiet in Oregon and Washington Territories.
Lieutenant Colonel Silas Casey 9th infantry, in his letter dated
November the 11th, herewith transmitted, says: "I am of the opinion
that peace will prevail in spite of all the adverse influences at work."
I have no apprehensions of war in any other part of Washington or
Oregon. In Puget Sound Governor Stevens, by :the 'course hle is pursuing, may cause the death of a few whites, but he cannot get up a
general war. The Indians are tired of war, and fare for peace; they
have not the means of carrying on war. (See letters dated the 4th,
6th, 11th, and 18th of November, herewith transmitted.) All which
is intended for the information of the lieutenant general commanding
the army, and the Secretary of War.
I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
JOHN E. WOOL,
Major General.
Lieutenant Colonel L. THOMAS,
Assistant AIj't Gen., Headq're of the army, N. Y.
P. S. It is reported, unofficially, that the three companies of dragoons,
en route to this department, arrived at Fort Yuma on the 10th of November, and will probably be at Fort Tejon on the 6th of December.
JOHN E. WOOL
Major General.

Endorsement.
This report is satisfactory.
Respectfully submitted.
WINFIELD SCOTT.
OFFICE SUPERINTENDENT INDIAN AFFAIRS,
Olympia, Nove.nber 4, 1856.
SIR: I enclose the copy of a letter from G. A. Page, esq., local
agent in charge of the friendly Indians in the vicinity-of Seattle, to the
general agent, Colonel W. J. Simmons, which has just reached me.
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He, Page,.states that the Indians left in large numbers on the 28th
of October to go up the river, in consequence of a permission given to
them by Lieutenant McKibben, for the purpose of drying salmon,
and that this was done without his knowledge and permission ; and
that two hundred have left the reservation and are now with your
or running at large on White or Black river
troolp-,Page,
further more states that, if the interference be persisted
He,
in, the Indians will become entirely unmanageable, and he is informed
by his assistant, Mr. James Gondy, that Lieutenant McKibben, in the
presence of the latter, told the Indians that they were at liberty to go
up the river whenever they pleased.
From my knowledge of Lieutenant McKibben, I iam inclined to
think that there must be some misunderstanding in the matter; for I
cannot suppose he would commit the impropriety of assuming any
control over the friendly Indians, and thus come between the Indians
and their agent.
I will respeotfillly call your attention to this matter, and if it be
proved that Lieutenant McKibben has interfered with his, Page's,
management of his Indian., that the necessary action be taken to prevent its occurrence hereafter.
I will observe that I have directed the agent at Seattle to keep the
Indians on the reservation, and not to give then passes to go up the
river, except in the case where a requisition is made uj)Of the agent
for Indians in the military service.
With a copy of his, Page's, letter to Colonel Simmolns will be
joine~la copy of a note given by one of Lieutenant McKibbcn's sergeant's to Mr. James Gondy, stating that " William" has the permission of'Lieuitenant D. B. McKibben to get somle Indians to go up
the river to dry salmon.
Very resp)ectfully, your obedient servant,
ISAAC I. STEVENS,
Governor and Superintendlent.
Lieutenant Colonel S. CA-SEY,
9th Infantry, com'g Puget Sound district,
Fort Steilacoom, Wa8hington Territory.

HEADQUARTERS, PuGET SOUND DISTRICT,
Fort steilacoom, WV, T., Nov. 6, 1856.
GOVERNOR: Yours of the 4th instant is just received. Neither
Lieutenant McKibben, or any other officer, has been authorized by
me to permit Indians to leave the reservation without authority from
their agents; and if Lieutenant McKibben has so far exceeded his
authority, such orders will be given to him as shall prevent its recurrence.
The Indians near the outlet of the Duamish lake are those who
were permitted by the Indian agent, at my request, to go to that
loint for the purpose of constructing a fish weir. I understand they
are catching a large number of fish, and I trust will be permitted to
stop until the run of fish has passed.
As I remarked to you in a communication a few days since, I will
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again repeat, that, as hostilities had ceased in this district, I wished
to be released from the responsibility of the charge of any of these
Indians. I have only taken charge of Indians when it has been refused by your agents, and I considered it my bounden duty so to do
in order that the peace and tranquility of the community may be preserved.
With regard to the reports which your agents and others carry to
you about hostile Indians, &c., I would merely say, that I find it
necessary to receive all such reports with great caution. The one
which I heard a few days since, stating that more than one hundred
Indians had left the reservation for the purpose of joining " Leschi,'"
proves to have been, what I believed at the time, a baseless fabrication.
With a sincere desire to do justice to all, I will say, that it is my
firma belief, after weighingI trust, with(du'e consideration all the
circumstances connected with the matter, that if, in dealing with the
Indians on this Sound, a spirit of justice is exercised, and those who
have charge of them are actuated by an eye single to their duties, and
the peace of the country, there need be no further difficulty. If, on
the contrary, undue-credence is given to the many reports which are
constantly being circulated in this community, (most of them false,)
made either from mere wantonness, the spirit of revenge, or from interested motives, the acts of outrage on the Indians, which their belief by unreflecting persons will instigate, may lead to retaliation,
and the peace of the country endangered.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
SILAS CASEY,
Lt. Col. 9th In., com. P. S. district.

I. STEVENS,
HisTExcellencyI.
Coy. Wye T. and Supt. 1ndin Azffair8, Olympia,

W. T.

HEADQUARTERS PuaGrT SOuND DISTRICT,
Fort Steilacoom, W. T., November 11I 1856.
MAJOR: I have the honor to enclose for the information of the
general a communication from Governor Stevens, with my reply.
On the reception of the governor's communication, I directed Lieut.
McKibben to make me a written report respecting the charges which
the agent had brought against him. That report has just been received, and I can only say that I am perfectly satisfied that the charges
were false.
I have been particular myself about interfering with the Indians
on the reservation,:andhave strictly enjoined like conduct upon officers serving in this district.
Winyea, one of the Indians who came from across the mountains,
and who was called one of the murderers,S has just been tried by the
civil authority in Steilacoom on two separate indictments ; the Jury
acquitted 'him on both ,after being out but a few minutes each time.
Nelson is anxious for trial, and will come in for that purpose whenever the court is ready for him. He is near to Muckleshute, with his

people.

H. Ex. Doc. 76--16.
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The Indiaul on the Sound have been subdued, and they have no
wish to recommence hostilities.
It is not the Indians that I have to contend with, but false reports
and unwise policies connected with them.
But, notwithstanding all, I am of the opinion that peace will prevail, in spite of' all the adverse influences at work.
Very respectffully, your ob)edient servant,
SILAS CASEY,
Lt. Col. 9th In., comi. P. S. diet.
Major W. W. MACKALL,
488't Adj't Gen., dep't of the Paciioc, Benicia, Cal.

HEADQUARTEI1S PUGET SOUND Dlsismrr,
Fort Steilacoomy WV. r1r, November 18, 1856.
MAJon: I have the honor to report., for the information Of the general, that the Indian chief' Leschi was committed to me a fiew ldays
since for safe keeping by the civil authorities. I received himi in accordance with what I had told then previously, altl'ouglh I do not
approve of the policy. Yesterday he w£as triedl an£l I have been told
the julry could not agree. I shall keel) lhimn f)r another trial ; and if
he has justice done hjim, I am confident holl will be cleare(l.
I have just received -a complaint with regard to a party of' northern
Indians A short distance fromi here they so alarmed the captain of
the little steamer " Traveller" that hie left a raft whlich he wvas towing, and got away from them'. A few days since, I directed a lparty
of fifty of them: to be sent off from Steilacoorn, where they hla(d landed
and were becoming very annoying. I understood they were fromi thle
neighborhood of the Russian possessions, and were, I believe, the
same who frightened the captain ot' the " Traveller." Inasmuch as
I am powerless to pursue them with any chance of' success, I find it
necessary to pursue towards themla policy more forbearing than their
case properly requires. I have laid the matter before Captain Swartwout for his action.
I consider the steamer which I have required absolutely necessary
for the proper protection of the Sound, and that independent entirely
of our Indians who inhabit those waters. I have enclosed a copy of
a communication which has been addressed by me to the adjutant
general, with regard to the reservation on Bellinglani bay. I have
also enclose(I charges against men for desertion, and request that a
court be ordered for their trial.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
f

~~~SILAS C:ASEY,

Lieut. Col. 9th infantry, Comdg. Puyet Sound District.
Major W. W. MACKALL,
A stant Adjutant General Department of the Pacyflc,
Benicia, Californii.
P. S.-Quee-moth, brother of the chief Leschi, was killed in Olympia, on the evening of' thle 18th instant. I am told he waz murdered
by a man by the name of "Bunting," in the office of' Governor

.8tevens.
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OFFrd'w, WASHINGTON TERRITORY,

Olympia, December 6, 1856.
SIR: In addition to other causes of apprehension on the Sound, the
intentions of the northern Indians have ot late been more unequivocal
and their depredations hlave resulted in a severe ;chastiscient at thd
hands of' the naval forces under Captain Swartwout. A large party
came up the Sound, landed at several of the Indians' villages, stole
clothiing and provisions from the friendly Indians, under thle eyes, ih
one case, of the local agent; were pursued by Captain Swartwout and
overtaken at Port Gamble. Every effort to effect their peaceable removal fr-om the Territory having failed, they were attacked in their
camp by a charging 'party, under cover of the guns of the Massachusetts, one of which had been transferred to the Traveller, a small
steamer l)lying in the Sound, and which had been moored near the
Indian village. Tlwverity-seven Indiansi were killed and twenty-five
wounded. The remainder unconditionally sBillInitted to the. demands
of Captain Swartwout, who took them to Victoria, on Vancouver'b
n as their
island. These Indians are very hardy and revengeftml; and
nu mbers are very numerous, there is cause of' alpprehension that they
will retrI n large fre to mnake reprisals. As, however, Governor
Douglass, of Vancouver's island, has great ascendancy over them,
from ouir having pllrsue(l a peremptory course inI cases of depredations
or of injury to persons, his exertions to kee) them at home, with the
lesson which they have received of' the watchfulness and efficiency of
our naval forces may deter them from embarking in a renewal of
their depredations.
There was, I have reason to believe, some understanding" several
weeks befoi'e the blow was struck, whereby a large party of the northern Indians were to land secretly at the head of the Sound, join the
hostiles still scattered in a few small parties through the Sound country, and the hostiles east of the Cascades, and strike our settlements.
Soon after I learned of this, which at the time gave much alarm to
the friendly Indians, the hostile leaders, Lesehi and Quienmuth, werb
apprehended, which caused the whole arrangement to fall to the

ground.
There ha's been some tampering with the friendly Indians of the
Sound, which may lead to difficulty, and which, if unadjusted, may
become the subject of a report to the War Department.
I am, sir, very respectfully, your most obedient,
ISAAC I. STEVENS,
Governor of Wa8hington Territory.
Hon. JEFFEmON DAVIS,
Secretary of War, Wachington City, D. C.
HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMRNr OF TUB PACIFIC,
Benijoia, C'al., December 18, 1856.
COLONEL: The steamfr Colu~mbia with the mail has arrived frobi
Oregon, bringing the gratifying intelligence from Colonel Wright and
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Lieut. Colonel Casey that all is peace and quiet in the two Territories.
Under present arrangements, I o not believe that war can be renewed
by the whites. The posts are well arranged to preserve peace, and
to protect the inhabitants from any hostility on the part of the Indians residing in the Territories. From the latter,:however, none are
anticipated. If the war should be renewed, it will be brought on by
the political and pecuniary speculators of the two Territories, who
will spare no efforts to make it appear that the war is not ended, and
this,; too,0to create a sympathy in Congress in favor of their claims,
caused by a war brought on by themselves, and for no other reason
than to promote their own ambitious ends, under the pretence of enriching the country.
Since my last communication of the 3d December, "117 men, exclusive of squaws and boys," from the Russian settlements, it is said,
visited Puget Sound, and commenced depredating upon the inhabitants. It appears they had a brush with the Indians on the Steilacoom reservation, when the former had two Indians killed, and a
canoe captured. They left, and proceeded to Port Gamble, where they
were overtaken by Captain Swartwout, commander of the Massachusetts, who, after several efforts to induce them to surrender, attacked
them, when he killed 27 and wounded 21, including a chief. At the
same timethe destroyed all their property and canoes. The remaining Indians then surrendered, numbering over 87. These the captain transported to Victoria, Vancouver's island, on a promise never
to return to the Sound.-(See Captain Swartwout's report, dated the
23d November, 1856; Lieut. Nugent's letter, dated the 18th November, by order of Lieut. Colonel Casey; a letter from the latter, dated the
1st December, enclosing Captain Swartw'out's report and a copy of
my letter to Lieut. Colonel Casey, dated the 17th tDecember, acknowledging the receipt of the several;cormlmunications herewith forwarded.
I have no doubt that the chastisement inflicted upon these northern
Indians will prevent any future trouble from that quarter. The In*dians in the British possessions did not manifest any hostile intentions
against the whites in the Sound during the recent war. On the contrary, they offered to join the whites and drive the Indians from the
Sound.
I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

JOHN

E. WOOL,

Major Geraeral.

L
tCoL.TOA
Col. L. TIIOMAS,
Lient.:
A. A. G., Headquarters of Ihe army, New York Oity.

HEADQUARTERS PUOET SOUND DISTRICT,
Fort Steilacoom, TV. T., December 1, 1856.
MAJoR: On the, 18th ultimo I had the honor to communicate to the
general commanding the department with regard to a party of northern
Indians, who had -been about the neighborhood.
I have enclosed the copy of a communication which I directed to be
written to Captain Swartwout on the subject, and have enclosed for
the information of the general the report which 1 have received from

that officer.

INDIAN AFFAIRS ON THE PACIFIC.

2/15

I am of the opinion that Captain Swartwout and both officers and men
deserve commendation for the prompt and gallant, and, at the same
time, discreet manner in which the duty was performed.
I trust the northern Indians have been taught a lesson by them
which they will not soon forget.
Everything quiet here at present. I understand that three Klickatats have just come across, who report everything quiet on the east
side of the Cascades.
My health has been rather bad for the last month.
Very, respectfully, your obedient servant,
SILAS CASEY,
Lieut. Col. 9th infantry, commanding P. S. District.
Major W. W. MACKALL,
A88't Adj, Gen., Dep't of the Pacific, Benicia, Cal.

HEADQUARTERS PUGET SOUND DISTRICT,
Fort Steilacoom, WV. T., November 18, 1856.
SIR: 1 am directed by Colonel Casey (who is too ill to write) to address you this letter, and to forward to you a copy of a letter written
by L. Balch to Colonel Casey, " requesting that measures be taken
to remove certain northern Indians from the Sound."
This band of Indians from the north has been very troublesome to
the citizens residing on the Sound for some time past. A few days
since, the troops drove them away from Steilacoom, with an order to
leave the Sound and return to their own country; but as we have no
steamer to assist the enforcement of orders that are given to them,
they pay no attention to our demands.
Colonel Casey requests that you take this matter in land, and take
such steps as you may think best calculated to advance the interests
of all concerned.
I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
JOHN NUGEN,
Second Lieut. 4th Infantry, A. A. A. G.
Captain SAMUEL SWARTWOUT,
U. S. S. Aiassachuselt8, Pu get Sound, W. Y'.

U. S. STEAMER MASSACIHUSETT, PORT GAMBLE, W. T.,
November 23, 1856.
SIR: Lieutenant Nuigen's letter, dated the 18th instant, written at
your request, and enclosing a copy of a letter from Captain Balch, in
relation to the depredations of a large party of northern Indians in
the vicinity of Steiflacoom, was handed to :me thee same evening by
Major Goldsborough. The following morning I got under way, and
proceeded to Steilacoom reservation and Swan's loging camp, in
Henderson's bay, where I found that the Indians alluded to had been
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of it, keeping her broadside to bear upon it by springs upon the cable,
and at 7 o'clock the next morning I despatched Lieutenant Soimme
in the first cutter to the steamer "Traveller," (which vessel, with the
launch, under the command of Lieutenant Forrest, both having " field

pieces" on. board, had been anchored the night before above the Indians' encampment, so that their guns had a raking fire upon it,)
with orders to communicate with the Indians again, through a "flag
of truce," and reiterate the derrands which liad been twice made upon
them, and to point out to them our preparations, alnd the folly on
their part to make any further resistance; hut if they still persiste(l in

refusing to comply with mny prop)ositions, I should be1) copelled, very
reluctantly, to resort to force. Af'tcr the interpreter had been communicating with them sone twenty minutes, Lieutenant Setinmes
landed with a force of twenty-nine sailors and marines, accompanied
by Lieutenant Forrcst and Mr. Fendall, comman(ler's clerk, in order
to charge them, should it become necessary. The disembarcation
was successfully effected, although it; was blowing very fresh at the
time from the northward and westward, with a heavy swell on. They
were obliged to wade up to their waists in the water, and carry the

boat howitzer in their arins.
After forming thoeparty on the beach,. Lieutenant Semmes advanced
alone to where the interpreter was having a talk with several of' the
chiefs, and delivered my message to them, through the interpreter.
They made some trivial objections about acceding to it, slowing a
great deal of defiance in their manner, and thosewlho were unarmed
armed themselves immediately, commenced carrying their goods to
the woods,
and making every preparation for a
fight. I had directed Lieutenant Somrnes
to endeavor, if possible, to
bring them to terms without having a rencontre, and it was the impression of everybody here that they would hold out no longer, when
they saw the formidable preparations we had made.
It was not until after every argument h)ad failed to convince them
of the folly of any further resistance, at-d they had taken positions behind logs and trees, with their gunst pointed towards our )party on the
beach in a hostile manner, that tile order was given to fire the fieldpiece fromn the Traveller, and it appeared that this fire and that from
the Indians were simultaneous, many of our party tlinking the Indians fired first. As soon as the firing comilenced, I gave orders to
direct the
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thick, and there was so much fallen timber upon the ground, as to
render: it almost impassable, except for savages.
After setting fire to their huts, destroying their property, amounting
to several thousands of dollars, and Xdisain all but one of their
canoes, (which were hauled up near to their encampment,) Lieuatenant
Semmes, agreeably to my orders, returned with all his party in the
Traveller, and boats, alongside this ship, having held possession of
the encampment from about twenty minutes past seven until ten, a. m.
The Indians fought with desperate courage and determination, and
worthy of a better cause.
DThring the whole day a fire was kept up from this vessel upon the
Indians, whenever they wcre seen in the woods, and with great execution.
I regret to say that early in the engagement one of my best men
was killed, and another wounded in his left hand. These were the
only casualties on our side, although several of the officers and men
attached to the shore party were struck by slugs, which glanced off
from their pistols and bowie knives, with little or no injury to their
persons.
Lieutenant: Young, I am sorry to say, was disabled the night previous to the fight, from a fall in the launch. Lieutenant Fairfax, although on the sick list, being aware of the small number of officers on
duty, very promptly offered his services, which I found invaluable,
from the able manner in which he conducted operations on board this
ship,: especially as I was absent part of the time in a boat, supervising
ashore, and on board of the Traveller.
The weather having moderated, and the sea becoming smoother in
the afternoon, I despatched Lieutenant Semmes, Third Assistant Engineer Rind, Mr. Fendall, and Acting Master's Mate Moore, with a
party of thirty-seveonsailors and marines on shore, to destroy the good
canoe which they left in the morning, and see that the others were
rendered unseaworthy, in order to prevent the Indians from leaving
here during the; night. This duty was performed in a gallant manner
and, I am happy to say, without theD loss of a single man, although
during the whole time they were subjected to a heavy fire from the
enemy.
During both of these shore attacks, a constant and very effective
fire was kept up from the battery of this ship stand the field-piece on
board of the Traveller. On the afternoon; of the fight, I sent a squaw
who had been taken prisoner to the Indians, offering to forgive them
if they would surrender, go with me to Victoria, and from thence proceed to their homes, and never return again to the Sound. In reply
they sent me a message of defiance, saying they would fight as long
as there was a man of them alive.
On the morning of the 22d instant, I received a niessage from the
Indians, suing for peace, and shortly afterwards I was visited by two
of their principal chiefs. who surrendered unconditionally, and begged
for mercy in a most humble and suppliant manner.
They informed me when the fight commenced they had one hundred and seventeen (117) men, exclusive of the squaws and boys; that
there: had been twventyr-seven killed, one chief wounded in the thigh,

INDI)AN AFFAIRS ON THE PACIFIC.

2I49

and a number missing, whom they presumed were wounded in the
woods:. They said they were in a deplorable condition, having lost
all their property, and that they had little or nothing to eat for the
last forty eight hours.
I furnished them with provisions, and promised to let them off.
without any further chastisement, provided they would go in this ship
to Victoria, and never return again to the Sound. This they promised
most faithfully to do.
I shail receive them all on board to-day, and proceed with them
immediately to Victoria.
Our whole available force, including officers, during this engagement, amounted to ninety-six, forty-one of which we detailed for the
shore party and steamer "Traveller." The remaining fifty-five were
left on board of this ship for the purpose of working her battery.
The majority were composed of officers, officers' attendants and boys.
The following officer's, Lieutenant Fairfax, 1st Assistant Engineer
Patterson, Civil Engineer Sutton, Acting Gunner McAlpine, Acting
Boatswain Izler, Acting Carpenter Berry, Acting Masters' Mate
Howard, Mr. Slater, pilot, and part of the time Third Assistant Engineer Rind, and Acting Masters' Mate Moore, were on board of this
ship, who, together with the crew, performed the duties devolving
upon them in a most praiseworthy manner.
As so much gallantry and zeal was displayed by the officers and
crew engaged in this fight, it would be invidious for me to particularize any further.

NOVEMBER 24, 1856.
The total loss of killed and wounded on the part of the Indians is
now ascertained to be twenity-seven killed and twenty-one wounded;
among the latter one of their chiefs. This treat mortality is doubtless owing to the coolness of the officers, sailors, and marines, their
deliberate aim and accuracy of fire in disch".rging the " great guns,"
howitzers, and small arms, which has bisn attained from frequent
drilling and target practice.
The sailors and marines who composed the shore party fired their
pieces with deliberate aim and great coolness. and loaded then whilst.
charging, without stopping. Great credit is due to Lieutenant Young
and Sergeant Quinlan, under whose instructions these sailors and
marines have been drilled. Our loss would have been more had not.
the charging party been so ably protected by the battery from this.
ship and the howitzers. The shot and shell were thrown from the
guns with surprising accuracy.
I have now eighty-seven of these Indians on board. As soon as the
remainder of them come on board I will proceed to Victoria, land
them there, and see that they are sent to their own country.
The above statement is, in substance, my report to the Navy Departmenet, which I have concluded to forward to you, presuming it
would be interesting.
I am, very truly and respectfully,
S. SWARTWOUT, Commander.
Lieut. Col. SILAS CASEY4

Fort Steilacoom, Washington Territory.
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HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THU PACIFIO,
Benicia, California, December 17, 1856.
Sip.: Major General Wool has read with much: satisfaction the
-statement you enclosed in relation: to Captain : Swnvartout's engagement:with the Indians on PUget'tSSound, "It belongs," hO saYi, "to
another department and a higher functionary to give to Captain
Swartwout the reward due:: to his conduct, and to Commend the gallantry and skill displayed by his officers and men. He may, however,
:be permitted to express his thanks for the essential service Captain S.
has rendered him by the security hie has given to one :of the mnost exposed portions of' his command, and one f4'or which his means of defence were the least effective. He will entertain no apprehensions for
the future. The Isevere lesson these foreign savages have received
from the navy will be the more impressive from the humnanity with which
the punishment due to their crimes was postponed till all persuasion
was shown to be useless."
His p)rudence and humanity in trying to avoid the shedding of
blood, the prompt and decisive blow when this failed, each in its
turn excited his admiration. He desires you to communicate this to
Captain S., and inform him " that he has brought to the notice of
the :War Department the important services he has rendered tho
country."
I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
W. W. MACKALL,
A. A. General.
Lieut. Col. S. CASEY, 9/h Infantry,
Commanding Pu get's Sounf District, Sleilacoom, W. T.
HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE PACIFIC,
Benicia, Galffornia, December 18, 1856.
COLONEL.: I transmit herewith for the information of the lieutenant
general commanding the army, and the-:Secretary of War, a commuunication of Captain J. Stewart, 3d artillery, dated the 25th of' Novenmber, commanding the military post of Umpqua, by which it will appear the brigantine Fawn was shipwrecked near that post. She had
on board Assistantt Surgeon E. P. Vollum and lady, destined for that
post, and supplies for the same. All the persons on board, except
three who were washed overboard, were saved by an Indian with his
canoe. On landing, itseems from the statement of' the captain, the
utmost attention 'and ki ndness were extefided to the assistant surgeon
and Mrs. Vollurn.-(See my instructions to Captain Stewart herewith
transinitted. dated 16th December, 1856.)
:I lso transmit a copy of a letter to the superiItendent of Indian
affairs of California, (latel the 17th Decelnber, whic will show that
but little attention is paid by the department to Indians in northern
California.
I am, very respectfully, yourIobedient servant,
JOIIN E4J. WOOLM)aojor General.
Lieut. Col. L. TnioMAS, Asst. Auit. General
Headqua? ters of the army, New York.
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NEW PosT AT UMPQUA CaTY, 0. T.,
November 25, 1856.
Srin: For the information of the commanding general I have to report that the Brigantine Fawn, Captain Bufcker, destined for the
lni)piqlun, and having on board as passengers Assistant Surgeon E. P,
Volilun and lady, was, on last Friday morning, about six o'clock,
when about five Miles f'VoM shore, and to the northward of this, struck
by a lieavy sea and thrown on her beam ends. The mate and five
men were washed overboard; but'threeof' tle men succeeded in regaining the wreck by catcalling inl the rigging. Tho vessel righted imimediately, with thelossofhherbowspfit, foremast, and forward rigging.
A second sea carried away: the mainmast,> and in this condition she
drifted rapidly towards~the coast, and about twelveo'clockshe entered
thle mioutil of the Sinsclair, in doing which one of the three unfortu-

nate men, who had been washed overboard in tile morning, was
and un(ler the influence of thle storm gradually worked towards the
north, the sea breaking over her in the most fearful manner, except
at low tide. During Friday afternoon and night, and tile wilole of
Satur(lay-a period embracing three ti(les-tilhse on board were engaged in efforts to reach the land. The rafts whicil, with extreme
difficulty, they constructed proved useless; and on Saturdav 1f'ternoon, towvar(ls nightfall, while on1 a 'sand blank trying to construct
another of' drift woodl, they saw a solitary Indian-the first human
face to greet them-who put them all aslhore in his canoe. They were
thu1s thirty-six hours on the wrieck during the most terrible gale that
has occurred on thics coast within the knowledge of' tile oldest white
settler, subsisting on a small suj)ply of' biscuit and wine, being unable
to procurie anything else whatever.
A little after four o'clock Sunday afternoon I received a note from
Dr. Vollurn informing nie of the disaster, and I gave orders f 'r a
detail of' ten menl to proceed to the wreck,) vi tilhe necessary supplies,
whilst Dr. Milhau and myself state ted i mediately, reach ng their
camp -(on the north side of' the Sinsclair) a few minutes after ten
o'clock. We found the party, with tile exception :of Mrs. Vollum,
who was completely prostrated, and somewhat delirious, doing tolerably well, their immediate and most pressing wants leaving been supplied by the Indians and M.:Garnier, aln old French gentleman, living
upon the river a few miles from the mouth.
Yesterday was an exceedingly inclement (lay, but we, nevertheless,
brought do(vn Dr. an(l M's. Voellulm, Captain Buelcker, and one of' the
crew, who is now in the hospital, having had his aI'tlln broken on the
wreck.
Thle Fawn contained clothing and other sulpl1ies for this post), the
,greater I)art of' which, ifnot the whole,: will, I thinkl, be saved, as tho
Men can work aboard of the wreck l'or about tin hour an(l a halt at
each low tide ; and the vessel a)ppears to have settled without any
prol)abilit.y o[ breaking ull) immInediaitely. Portions of her cargo aro
continually floating ashore.
The schooner Umnpqua, also having supplies for this post, is supagain
washe'l overboard and lost. Thue vessel struck ulpon the nliddlo ground,
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posed to have been lost, as she was seen off the coast evidently seeking an opportunity of entering the river for several days previous to
the gale, and was most probably exposed to its full fury'.
Under the circumstances of the case, I have disregarded the general's
instructions, with reference to whites going upon the Indian reservation, so far as to permit those interested in the wreck and cargo to go
up to the vicinity of the wreck. I have no doubt this will meet with
the general's approval. Before leaving yesterday, Captain Buncker
gave orders to have all the liquor found on the wreck destroyed, and
I gave the same order to the sergeant with regard to any that might
float ashore.
The Indians on the Sinsolair have shown a disposition to pilfer,
which they doubtless consider perfectly legitimate. It is, however,
due fto them to say, that with this exception they have acted most
nobly in this case, evincing a sympathy for the sufferers and an anxiety to alleviate their miseries which- have completely won their gratitbde. When Mrs. Vollum was carried ashore, an old squaw met her
and wrapped her up in her own blanket, and endeavored to impart to
her warmth and vitality by breathing on her, chafing her hands, &c.,
in the most kindand.motherly manner.
I have the honor to be, major, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
J. STEWART,
Captain 3d Artillery, Commanding Post.
Major W. W. MACKALL,:
Assistant Adjutant General,
Headquarters Department Paci/ic.

HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE PACIFIC)
Benicia, California, December 16, 1856.
SIR: Your letters of November 22 and 25 have been submitted
to Major General Wool. He directs me say that, if the wreck of the
vessels cause any want of supplies of any kind, a prompt attention
will be given to your requisitions.
He was pleased to hear of the humanity displayed by the Indians to
the, sufferers from the Fawn. Suggests that you issue rations to the
Indians for the time they were engaged in this work of humanity, and
try to induce the Indian agent to testify his satisfaction by such presents as may be proper and in his power to give.
I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
W. W. MACKALL,

Captain J. STEWART,

Assistant Adjutant General.

3d Artillery, Commanding, Umpqua.
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HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE PACIFIC,
Benicia, Cal., December 17, 1856.
SIR: Under date of December 11, Major General Wool has a report
from Crescent city, showing that there are at this time some four
hundred Indians collected on an island at the mouth of Smith's river,
engaged in fishing, and that your agent declines taking charge of
these people unless they are brought back to Crescent (ity. The report shows that these Indians can only be brought back by force at
present or until their fishing season is over. Rumor among the settlers makes the general fear that some attempt may be made by evildisposed l)eo)le to exert this force, or at least to excite such discontent among: these people as will drive them to the mountains, perhaps
to acts of hostility.
He submits to you, sir, that it is better, under all the circurmstances,
that they be permitte(l quietly to continue their fishing, and not be
forced back, in a state of discontent, among a population not kindly
disposed towards them.
He has instructed his officer at that point neither to attempt himself, nor to assist others, in their removal at present; and, if you agree
with him in thinking this the better course to preserve the peace of
the State, lie hopes youIwill instruct your agent to receive the Indians,
protect and suip)ply them where they are.
I am, sir, very res)ectfully, your obedient servant,
W. W. MACKALL,
A. A. General.
Roil. T. J. HENLEY,
Superintendent of Indian Affairs, San Francisco,

HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE PACIFIC,
Benicia, California, January 3, 1851.
COLONEL: For the information of the lieutenant general commanding the army, and the Secretary of War, I have the honor to report
that peace and quiet-pervades throughout the department of the
Pacific, and I have no doubt will thus continue as long as the Indians
are treated with ordinary justice. Efforts, for reasons heretofore
again and again presented by me, no doubt will be made to disturb
the quietude of the department, which I think will not succeed. The
disposition of the troops is such as not only to prevent it, but to give
)rotection to the white settlements and to restrain the Indians should
they exhibit indications to renew the war, which, from the information 1 have received, I do not in the least apprehend.
The Oregonians will have no cause or justification for any attempt
on their part to renew the war. The Indians from whom they might,
friom bad treatment, anticipate hostilities, are concentrated without
arms on the coast reservation, guarded by three companies of infantry
and one of dragoolls.
From those in Puget Sound Lieutenant Colonel Casey apprehends
no danger whatever. With few exceptions they are concentrated on
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reservations and manifest a sincere desire to remain at peace with thle
whites.
From the Indians east of the Dalles and the Cascade range of
mountains no danger is anticipated. They will not interfere with
the whites if the latter Nvill only let them alone and not )lurnder
them of their horses, cattle and women. The Indians, however, would
not, under any circumstances, attempt to cross the Cascade rangto of
mountains to attack the white settlements. They could only reach
the Oregonians by the Dalles and Cascades, which are well guarded,
and the inhabitants of Puget Sound by tihe Nallchefs Pass, whlich cannot be passed in the winter. This pass is guarded by four companies
stationed in the Simcoe valley.
If thle money al)prtopriatcel by Congress to preserve peace with the
Indiagns> could be, properly applied and expen(led, I am confident there
would bh no future war With the Indians in the3 Pacific department,
unless unnecessarily and ilp'rojperly l)rovoked by the whites, wNho
have hitherto been unnjtustly the cause of' all the Indian wars in California and Oregon, including tihe crusade of' Governors Curry an(l
Stevens against the Wtlla-Walla tribe, &c., during the winter and
summer oft 1856.
In conclusion, I would again call attention to the extinguishment
of the lndiani title to lands east of the Cascade ralinge of' mountins,
and especially to those lying within the boundaries of' Washington
Territory. If it is the desire of the United States to extinguish1E1 the
title to those lands, I think it ou61ght to be done by commissioners of
character and standing, and not interested persons or residents
hitgh
of Wa1shiing ton or Oregon. Commllissioners taken from either Territory I; do: not believe could forIm. treaties with tribes residing in
Washiington without a strong military force to larotect them. It is
however, thought by those who are well acquainted with the country,
thatAit is not worth the expense which the government would be subjected to in extinguishing the title, it being a mountaiitous region fit
only for the raising of stock, but not for cultivation.
I have deemed this subject of sufficient importance to again call attention to it, in order that the proper and necessary investigation
might be made to ascertain whether the suggestions hero presented
are worthy of consideration.
Herewith I forward a copy of a letter of instructions to Lieutenant
Colonel Steptoe, dated January 1, 1857.
I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
JOHIN iE. WOOL,
Major General.
Lieutenant Colonel L. THOMAS,
Asst. Adjt. Gen., Headqwartera of the Army, New York.
[Endorsement.]

In(liin Affairs-interesting and satisfactory.
Respectfully submitted.
WINFIELD SCOTT.
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Benicia, California, January 1, 1857.
Sin: Your letter to. Colonel Wright of December 5, 1856, ha8
been stlbrmlitted to Major General Wool. " Your suggestion of tho
benefits to accrite to the service aind thle Indians from a good, indiistrious colony at Wallna-Walla, is a quest ion that has presented itself

to the general, an(l eng'age(l his most serious consideration. He has
at a different conclusion as to wht is the best in the case.
arrive(l
"'Tl'e (loot once open to settlers, colild lie insure
that those who
entere(l would go to make up a good, inhustriouls colony? Would ho
not have cause to fear a very differeflt class would soon be in the
mi(lst of' the Indians, caullsing trouble by their lawless conduct?
Thle army on allbourborders has lbad to contend with the ever
recurring trouble of' being closely J)ressedt by population; as soon as
milittlry 1)osts aroe pushled in advance of the pol)lflation, they crowd
around thlem, anl tlley are again rixoved to thie tront, leaving bellinid
a sparse and videspretad population, weak in themselves and clamorOtis for )liotCction.
"The Territory of Washington presents some natural advantages of
which thle army should avail itself' TIhe Cascade range (livid'S the
Inass Of' tilhe wh'}it( poPuilation, all exceplt tile Colville mitners, from tiho
most llittilnerots and most warlike tribes. 'The agents of the hIdson
Bay Cornq)pny, old tral)pfeis an(l French, interillarried and assimilated
with the Indians, need rio protection an(l make no exception. This
range lormns, if not an impassable barrier, an excellent line of' defence.
A most valuable 1vall of separation between two races always at war
when in contact. The Cascades an(l the Dalles are our frontier posts,
closing the passage through the frontier, and giving, while closed,
perfect security to the whites.
" Simcoe 9 nld Walla-Walla advanced posts not for the immediate
protection of the whites, but to keel) the Indians in awe, to be advised
of their feelings and intentions, an(l to check and change these when
they become inimical.
" To permit settlers to pass the Dalles and occupy the natural reserve, is to give up this advantage, throw down this wall, and advance
the frontier hundreds of miles to the east, and add to the protective
labors of the army.
Again: you are not yet satisfied that the peace is permanent, and
feel that it will require much tact and management to prevent a war
next summer. Relying on your better information and your sound
judgment in the case, ttie general would find in this fact good reasons
for not inviting or p)ermittlng0a population to gather round your post.
Sucll a population, inI the event of trouble in the summer, would much
embarrass, if':not l)aralyze, your operations against the enemy.
" The army cannot furnish guards to fhrm houses dotted among
hostile tribes.
"He, then, desires you to carry out his orders strictly, viz: permit
no settler to come into the country until the Indian titles are extinguished. Do not disturb the Hudson Bay Company or the Colville
miners, if the latter do not interfere with the Indians. Those persons
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who claim to have gained rights of settlement under the donation law
must wait until a peace is secured, or until the government, to whom
the general has reported his orders, countermaduds them. Thus far
he has reason to suppose his course is approved."
The general has been thus lengthy in exprepsing his views, colonel, that you may see your suggestions have -been weighed. Relying
much on your judgment in the difficult command you hold, he hopes
you will always communicate your views freely, and be assured that,
when forced to differ with you, he does so with regret and hesitation.
I send an order for the inspection of arms, &c., of the dragoon company, and, in anticipation of their condemnation, a full set will be
despatched to Vancouver.
I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
W. W. MACKALL,
A. A. General.
Brevet Lieut. Col. E. J. STEPTOE,
Major 9th Infantry, U. S. A.,
Commanding Walla- Walla, WY. P.
opy.~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ RICHARD ARNOLD,
True Copy:
Lieut. and A. D. C.

