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TIGRE ISLAND ANI) CLNTRAL AMERICA.

ME S S AG E
FROM

TH1E PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES,
TRANSMITTIXG

D[oCumnentS in ansiuer to a resolution of the 10oase respecting3 Tigrre Island,
,LS-'., LS-C.

JULY 22, 1850..
Refered to the Commitwec on Foreign Affairs.

To the House of Repr-esentatives of the Uniltd States:
I herewith transmit to the House of Representatives, in compliance

with the requnest contained in their resolution of the 24th day of January
last, the informnation. asked for by that resolution, relating to certain pro-
ceed ings of the British government in the forcible seizure and occupation
of the island of Tigre ; also, all the " facts, circumstances and communni-
cations, within the knowledge of the Executive, relative to any seizure or
occupation, or attempted seizure or occupation, by the British government,
of any part, river, town, territory or island belonging to, or claimed by
any of the States of Central America."
The resolution of the House speaks of the island of Tigre, in the

St.tte of Nicaragua.. I am not aware of the existence(e of any such island
in that State, and presume that the resolution refers to the island of tile
same namne in the gulf' of Fonseca, in. the State of Honduras.
The concluding part of the iesolution, requesting the President to

conmmunicate to the House all treaties not heretofore published which may
have been negotiated With any of the States of Central America " by
any person actiige by authority of the late administration, or under tlhe
auspices of the present administration," so far as it has reference to trea-
ties negotiated with any of those States by instructions from this govern-
ment, cannot be complied with, inasmuch as those treaties have not yet
been acted upon by the Senate of the United States, and are now in the
possession of that body, to whom, by the constitution, they are directed
to be transmitted for advice in regard to their ratification.

But, as its communication is not liable to the same objection, I trans-
mit, for the information of the House, a copy of a treaty in regard to a ship-
canal across the isthmus, negotiated by Elijah Hise, our late charge d'af-
faires in Guatemala, with the government of Nicaragua, oln the 21st day of
June, 1849, accompanied by copies of his instructions from, and corre-
spondence with, the Department of State.
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I siwil cheerfully compjlv with the requnest of the House of Rep~resenva-
tivyes to lay he tre thellI) t1e treIauties Ileoin(iIate( with the States, of Ceiltralf
Anmrica, iiow before the Senate, wvheniever it shall be compatible -with the
pul ii c interest to Iniake 1 he comi nu-iot n timi1For the preset t, I c01nniulmii-
ceate herewith a copy ofl the treatyv Nith (irc it Brutaiti, and of the corre-
sponldellce betwe(II tilt Ainericaii Secretary of Stale and the British pliji-
poteiitiary at the thite it was contended. T1he r.atifieatioiis of it were ex-
C11i1i1-ed at X\vashlni-t il (,)n the f)ilrthl daN, of uly instant.

I LI 1so trailsillut the 1r lmt (if' the See rOIL)ry of S tute, 10 iN'hioini tile resolln.
tionii of' the -louse, was referred and who conducted thre iegotiatioiis , rrela-
tivye to Central Ainerica, under the direction of' riv larnellitocd predecessor.

MILLARDI)FLLMOR~EI.
WVASHINGT'ON-, Jul1y 1S, 1I830.

List ?~f(locumntns acroinpani/un'- the Presitknt's mrnssage to the JHou.,?e of
Rolrnesentaliv-s, of the 18th4/ TIdq 150, inl answ~elr to the resolution. rc-
specting the occupatiolt of' '1!gre islandd, ~'. c

I .Repnrt of the Secretary of State, Jitly 19, 1850.
2. M.r. Bnitrago to M.r. 13'uchaiian,NNwith sevenl enclosures, Novemiber 12,

:3. President Guerrero to P~resident Polk, I)ecemuber 15, 1817.
4 . Mr. Salinas to Mi. Buchlanan, with two enclosures, March. 17, 1848.
5. Mr. Castellon to Mr. Michanazj, November 5, 1848.
6. Mlr. Buchanian to Mr. H~ise, June 3, I1818.
7. Mr. 11se to Air. Buuclianian, October 26, 184S.
S. Same to sariie, IDeceirnher 20, 1848.
9. Same to same, February 8,1 849.

I10. Samne to same, February 28, 1849.
1.1 Same to thle Secretary of'State, March 20, 18419.
12.S_ane to same, Mlay 25, 18149.
13. Same t~oMr. Clayton, with copy of special convention wvithi Nicaragua,

September 15, 18-49.
14. Mr. Clayton to Mlr. Hise, Mlay 2, 1849
15. Same to Mri. Squier, With nclCosures, Mlay 1, 1849.
16. Mlr. S( uier to Mr. Clayton, with enclosures, June 10, 1.84.
17'. Same to same, with enclosures, JRine 2:3, 1849.
iS. Saine to same, with ericlosutres, Auigust, 21.), 184.9.
1.9. Same to same, with enclosures, September 10, 1849.
'20. Samre to sarne, oin thle practicability of the canal across the isthmus,-

with enclosures, October 10, 1849.
21.. Same to same, with encelosuires, October 25, 1849.
22. MrBIachaiian to AMr. Bancroft, October 2:3, 1848.
2:3. Mr. Bancroft to M~r. Buchanan, November 17, 1848.
24. Same to same, January 12, 18'19.
25. Same to same, January 26, 1849.
26. Same to same, wit); enclosure, February 7, 1849.
27. Mr. Bancroft to tle, Secretary of State,with enclosures, March 9, 1849.)
28. Same to saine, March 31, 1849.
29. _Mx. Claytoil to Mr. Bancroft, May 2, 1849.
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30). Mr. Bancroft to Mr. Clayton, Mlay 30, 1849.
31. Samlle to sallle, June 29, 1849.
32. Same to samrre, with seventeen enclosures, Auguist, 1849.
':3. MNr. Consul Livingstotn to K4r. BLuchanan, l)ecember 16, 1S47.
34. Same to same, Aprit 8, 1848.
3.5. Cristopher Ilenmpstead 's commrission as consul of the United States

for B3elize, M~arch :3, 1.84.7.
°6(. MNTr. H{emnpstead to Mr. BLichanan, Februiary 12, 184S.
37. Mr. Bfucehanani to Kr. Helrmupstead, Marclh 7, 1848.
38. Same to same, August 29, IS4S.
39. Mr. C(arcache to Mr. Clayton, D)ceomnber 31, I S49.
40. Mr. Clayton to Mr. Carcache, January 2, 1850.
411. Mr. Clayton's instructions to Mr. Lawrence relative to Tigre island,

l)ecember 29, 1.819.
42. Mr. Lawrenice to Mr. Clayton, transmitting memorarndurn of interview

with Lord Jai-nerston about 'T'igre island, Pebruary S, 1850.
4:3. Mr. Clayton to Mr. Btuiker, proposing the treaty of April 19, 1850.
4.1. Mr. 1uiWecr to Mr. Claytoll, acceptilln the treaty.
4.5. Treaty between the United States and (ireat Britain, April 19, 1850.
46. Mr. Buiver to Mr. C(layton, (disclaimbig any treaty with Costa Rica

and future British protectorates over distant states, April 29,1S50.
47. Mr. Clayton to Mr. Bulwver, accepting the disclaimer, April 30, 1850.
4S. Mr. Squier to Mr. Clayton, with accoinpmiments showing the feeling

of Central Amnerica to the United States, June 25, 1850.

Report of the' 'Secretary Qf State, in. compliance with the resolution of the
House of R.epresentatives, requesting the President of the United
states to commrnicate to that body, "provided the publication thereof
beo not prejudicial to the public interest, all such information as may
be wvithlin the knowledge of the Executive department, relative to the
alleged extraordinary proceedings of the English government in the
forcible seizure and occupation of the islatnd of Tigre, in the State of
Nicaragua, Central America; also, all facts, circumristaonces, or commnu-
nications within the knowledge of the lExecutive, relative to any
seizure, occulipation, or attempted seizure or occLpation6, by the Enlglish
government, of any port, river, town, territory, or island belonging to,
or claimed by, any of the States of' Central America; also, that he be
requested to commnunicate to this I-House (if not incompatible with the
public interest) all treaties not heretofore published, which may have
been negotiated with any of the States of Central Amnerica, by any
person acting by authority fromn the late administration, or under the
auspices of the present Executive;" passed on the twenty-fourth day
of January, A. D. eighteen hundred arid fifty.

To the Pre&ident of the United States:
The Secretary of State, to whom was referred by the President the

resolution of the House of Representatives of the 24th of January last, in
regard to Central America, has the honor to report the facts disclosed by
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the accompanying correspondence, which is respectfully submitted in
response to the resolution.

Tile Secretary of State of the State of Nicaragua, Senor Buitrago, in a
letter to thle IIoll. Jalles ltuelian-an, late ,Stcretary of State of' the Uiuited
Stuites, lated the I2th (layv of Noveinber, 1847, solicited the friendly
offices of thiis government to prevent an attack upon the town of San
Juan (IC Nicaragua, thlien eontei)lated by thlc 1ritish anlthoritics as allies
of the Mosquito King. Trlis letter, a translation of which is henewith
sent. distinctly charges thlat ''the object of the Brilish government in
taking this key of thle continent is, not to protect thle small tribe of Mos.
qluitos, but to establish their own empire over the Atlantic extremity of
thle line by wvluicl a canal connecting the two oceans is most practicable,
insuring to thern thle p)repolnderalnce- on th-e Amriericani continent as rell
as their directt relations with Asia, thwe ITst Indies, aulnd other irrmportant
countries in the world.'' No answer appeals to have beer returned to
thuis letter.

Tlhe President and Supremic Director of the State of Nicaragu1a, Don
Jos6 Guerrera, also, on the 15th day of the sa;mne month, addressed a corn-
munication to President Polk, a translation of which is lherewvith sent,
expressing an earnueit desire to establish relations of amrity and cominerce
with this government. In this thie president of Nicaragua says: 'Mlly
desire was carried to the utmnost, on seeing in your message, at the open-
ing of the 29th Congress of your republic, a sincere proft-ssion of political
faith, in all respects conformiable with the principles professed by these
States, determined as they are to sustain with firmness the continental
cause, the rights of America in gencral, an(i the non-interferencec of Euro-
peanipowers in their concerns. 's lie also announlces the critical situation
in which Nicaragua wvas then placed, and charges upon the Court of
St. James " a well known design to establish colonies on tlhe coast of
Nicaragua, and to render itself master of the inter-oceanic canal, for which
so many facilities are presented by the isthnmus in that State." No reply
was made to this letter.
On the 8th day of February, 1 S4S, (six days after the negotiation, by

Mr. Trist, of the treaty of Guadalulpe Hidalgo,) the British ships of war
ccAlarm'itand '' Vixen" arrived at San Juan de Nicaragua, and took
possession of that town, the name of which was changed to ' Grey-
town." On the 12th of that month the British forces attacked and,
after a sharp action, captured the port of Scrapaqui, then garrisoned by
the troops of Nicaragua. rT'hle war was ended on the 7th day of March,
1S48, by articles of agreerment concluded by Captain GCranvill Gover
Loch, the commander of the expedition, on the part of Great Britain,
vith the commissioner of the State of Nicaragua, a copy of which ac-

comr panics the note of the Minister of Foreign Affairs of Nicaragua to
the Secretary of State of the United States, under date of the 17th of
March, 1848.

It is provided by the third article of this agreement, " that Nicaragua
shall not disturb the inhabitants of San Juan, understanding that any
such act will be considered by Great Britain as a declaration of open
hostilities." By the 6th article of the same agreement, it is provided
that " these articles will not hinder Nicaragua from soliciting, by nleans
of a commissioner to her Britannic Majesty, a final arrangement of these
affairs."
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*Mr. Salinas, the ScOretary of Foreign Relations of Nicaraguva, in his
letter of the 17th of March, 1818, to Mr. Buchanan, the Secretary of
State of' the United States, fully sets forth the alleged aggressions of the.
British govWernmerint, in seizilg, upon the territory of Nicaragua in the
namle of their ally, the Mosquito King. No answer was gtiveli to this
letter.

Joseph W. Livingston, who, on thle 2'Sth day of October, 1S47, was
appointed consul of thle United States for thle port of San Juan de
Nicaragua, addresse(I an of14cial. letter to -Mr. Buchanan, Secretary of
State, bearing date the 16th day of I)eceinber of the same year, a copy
of wvlhich is herewith sublnitted, representing that he had received in-
formnation that the British government had it in contemplationl to seize
the port of San Juan in January followmiiwf^. In another communication
dated the 8th day of April, 184S, Mr. Livingston states: " At thle request
of the Minister for Foreign Alfairs, I transm-nit a package of papers con-
tainiing the correspondence relative to the occupation of' the port of San
Juan by British forces, in the name of the Mosquit(o nation." No mea-
sures were adopted by the government of the United States in conse-
quence of this information.

Elijah. I-Ise, having been appointed charge d'affaires of the United
States to Guatemala, received his instructions on the 3d day of June,
1S18, (a copy of wvhirli is herewith transmitted,) in -which it is declared
that " the independence, as well as thle interests of the nations oln this
continent, require that they should maintain the American system of
]plohy entirely distinct from that \vhich prevails in Europe. To suffer
any interference, on the part of the European governments, with the
domestic concerns of the American republics, and to permit theml to es-
tablish now colonies upon this continent, would be to jeopard their in-
dependence aihd to ruini their interests. These truths ought, everywhere
throughout this continent, to b)e imripressed on the public mnind. But
what can th-ie United States do to resist such European interference,
whilst the Spanish Anmerican republics continue to weaken themselves
iby division and civil wvar, and deprive themselves of the ability of doing
anything for their owvn protection?" This last significant inquiry would
seem to disclose the true reason for the omnission to interfere, after notice
of the course pursued by the British government in extending thle limits
of the Mosquito protectorate in (Central America. These instructions,
after stating the dissolution of the Central American republic, formerly
composed of the five States of' Nicaragua, Costa Rica, Hondulras, San
Salvador, and (uatemala, and their continued separation, authorize Mr.
Hise to conclude treaties of commerce and navigation with the States of
Guatemnala and San Salvador; but conclude by saying that it was not
deerned advisable to empower him to negotiate with the States of Nica-
ragLua, Costa Rica or Honduras, "until he should have communicated to
the Department of State more full and statistical information than that
which it thenr possessed.'"
The States of Nicaragua, Costa Rica, and Honduras, arethe only States

of Central America whose consent or co-operation would, in any event,
be necessary for the construction of the ship canal contemplated 'between
the two ocearis, by way of Lake Nicar-agua.

In October, 1848, Mr. Osma, minister from Perki to Great Britain, w%hile
in Washington, gave information to Mr. Buchan:rn, Sedretary of State,
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'that Sernor Castro, the governor of Costa Plica, (as lie hrid been irrnlibly
inI~iiid,)lia'offre.1to pac tat Sate nde the protect ionl ofI' the

B3ritisit go venmiitett. ' No instri-lci olots werto iv\eli to iXI r. Ha ii ronft to
rernot.)istrate oflicitill y agnal st this litev prokect rate, hlt hle wals i iit ruled
that '' ill c!;115il(1h itiforitiat1ioli -:ivell by 'Jlii'. ()suiua Wls well fontided,
thenl Ile Should lhe vi-ihizit1 ill prevetitiie', uirflheially, ruid lb~ privt(, conl-
versat [il iii thle qujet(larter, the LCaCeptaitee by Great Britain of the
pro)lP'red protertorate."'

In pursuatice )f' tlte si xthi article of the agreed nent of thle 7thi of' March,
1 848, ctweentitle fhresof Cw eat Br timiii miti I th athitiiorities of Ni caragi ia,
Sehor Franici sco C"astellon Nvj015 at ppoit ted coti iltis-sioit r hrot fith State of
N icaragia to Great 11I1itinLi, atnd , ri i the 5t1 of' Novcmeiiet, 18S4S, wh ile at
Wash iugtorl, Oil his wa',]y to 1 ondckn, lie addressed a letter to NIL.
Bitchdianait1, the it Soc.retary of' State- a transla.1tionl Of'wWijOlt iS 11tercwith
presented-askitig th is gi )etninteiit to hinstrurt its tiiitlister itn 1 otoni to
SuIstakin the rights of Nicaraci a to liar territory, an1d eSp~ecially' to thle port
of Sati Junn,)otnt, epes tiglte hope that '1 thle gov-
ernmnert of the Union, firtily adhetri hg to its priticiplde of re0sisting aill for-
Ott-nr itierveittion iii A iticica, Wukld itot I le-sitate to otider such Steps to
be tatkelt as tli-ghtt be ell'urcive, bebtie thinilgs reachted a point inl whiiCh
the iltterventioti of the United States wvoub I[ prove o)f tto avail.'' T1o this
letter no atiswer appears to h ave beei niiitdn, 1101 were anyv histrurtiols,
givyon to our minister in London in jtrisittce of the leqneSt Which it
co IItai lted.

But ot-II the 12th day of JIammiry, 1i1 19, Mr. B1ancroft, refetringr to thle
arrival of' Mt. CiAstellon inl Loitdtni , atid to th e subject of lius tili55iofll
which was to settle th e alburii ( San J1 anl dcl Nicaragua wvith the B3ritish
govettittient, says: '1 thiitt k it proper to state, to You nly Opinion that Lord
P'altmerston will not recede. I hiave Of course taken ito par' Anid in
another letter to the, present ISeccretary of State, dated 9thtAMarchi, 18:19,
hel says: '' Now, as we atre gainiing greatniess int thte Pacific, Great Britain,
under pretetice of protetctitig thie Mosq[uito- tribe of Inidiants, hias seizd
tilO key to thle Passage to the Pacific by the lake, of Nicaragua, and lias
c~haii-ed the namre of the town of' Sain Juanm (lo Nicaraguia to Greytown.
This subject is ittportatit, because the route to the PaLcific which that
townt cotuniantds is here, esteemed the best of all. The representative of
Nicaragua, whlo is here, is in great perplexity, ,and may well be in doubt
what to do. HeiI would very gladly. seek advice front
the Uitited States. I have always iniade Lilswver to him that I am not
authorized by my government to give htinm advice; that I can only corn-
niunicate to thte Ainerican government whatever facts lie mnay desire to
mnake kntownt to it. MV instructions wvarranit niot tiuchtimoe.'' nIte, same
letter 11as accotlpnit~le liv a copy of a de~spa.tchi frotit Lord Pahmerston to
Mr. Castellon, of the 17th F'ebrit-irv, 1.819, atinouniciii- that ''ier INaJeSty's
governtetit cantnot dto anythi iig wvhiicl can he interpreted as adtnittiiig
any doubt) thalt Crel-ytit0l 1)elon1gs eXClus'ivtlY to the Mlosquito territory.''
The nIIaps accoetupittivirng the corresp~ontdence exhibit the extent to

-which the linnits of' thle MHosquito kit-gornt have been carried in Cciitral
Amneric~a. Otne of these tamps hias beenl supplied biy our prosemi t charge
(1 affatires at G'uatem ala; the otlier is a Briiiishi niap recently published by
authority of the, British govemnittetit, and trartsntitted to the D~epartmnent
of State by out' present ntinister in London. Froimi these arid other
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,nvip.,, 'it appears that the Iiinits of the 11.1oscluito lihigdon-1 11lave been
ell"III-ed froill thile, to tilne, until they emibracoud iiiore tiian lialf of ('.,'en-
tral jkIllerif"R.. and have evea ])(:!oil puslicol beyond the boundaries of Now
G'reumla, as fair as 13oca del

Christopher flemp-stead haviii- bee-ii appointed mmil of the UiiitedI'n
Stmcs f6r Dclize, oil tile 3d ckiy Of' HiLLI-Ch, 1..,47, Ili application was made
16r his exequatur to the Bril'i"ll "'ovel-limellt throll-11 Mr. Ban"'rort. 1' I I at

-.6,t-red by Loi-Ll 11,.ilmurstoii 'to tile., Colo iial Of-, I fi C heappticatinn was ru e. r
execluaLur was 'nurlte'(1, 118 Will [W SUCH bV a C-()j)y Of',L 113tt(.f aChlreSSed by
A.11'. 11'empste-a(t to tile DC[.Mr[1IIQ1It Of' SUItC, Oil tile 12.tli (lay of February,
limits, herewth subillittud. 'I hus far, thu existence of a British coluily
-it Belize, hi Houduras, has boeti re...ooniise(l by this goveninient.
On tile 260i day of' A1;LV, PS-IS, ill a 1ctter addresse('1. to the Seeret"Iry of

State, A-1r. flempstead rcl;resemed that tile lmliaiis ill N'twatan had 14 ap.
plied to her TM.:i'jesty.s superimutidunt at Belize a)r protecticu, and had
desired him to mli-C j)()SSCSSi0tI Of' tile U.'I'l-itory NVIlIcli they OCCUpied, and
take thetri -under his as British sub t-wts;" and lie fin-ther
acide 1, that, 'it tile eirmit of the sw.,,cess of their application, 11 the British
PVC1,11111elmit would they'll have pk)ssessioil of the ulitire coast [1,011.1 'Gape
Come to Snit Juan do Nican.U.LIU." .2121,1111, Oil 010 29til Of hily, tS48,
lie wrotwe: 11 I ljavc 11o dmIbt but t1le, (4, her Ala:estys Wfllcers,
here atid oil the Alomjulto shore, it's to obtuiti territory oil this colitillent."
The rC(.,eipt of tilts [Witter was acknowlc(lgod ou tile 29di of' Ali-
glist,

A(.cotiirnpauyitig the note of' S(.'Flor Buitrago Nvill bC found copies of the
of' ull(t bUtWOU11 .4'l-CUL 131-itUln atid SfUlll, 6`0111 ViliC

a -IV be forilleJ11o.1-111cut In, (1' t1l 1) rtieS to t1jo e
treaties ill the territmy Of \kr.11je,11 131-111SIl 11(11LIUrus %Vas thou a pLtrt.

kVithout ill6tructiolls fn)m G(mgre,,s, tile Exccutive could not disturb
the 131-itish possession ill IL-III(ILHUS; tile MOM CSjW,.,i,1lly SilICU tile rUM)"
nitioll of' it, ill I.S4 T, as a Briti-,di colony. But as to tile province of' Yu.
catmi and the Statu of Costa Ricut-over both of whic,11 it appearml, froui
the official correspotidenf-e it) tile Deq),irtmem of -State, that certaiti. per-
soil,", represented to he Britisit. agents, had f6r I long time becti se(ddng
to estal-Aisli prot0(.t(_MLtCS-tlIe Kate Pi-esicient directed the Secretarv of
State to rnake itiquiries as to the intentions of the Bi-itish goverimielit.
These inquiries re"Ulted ill tile m.,collipallyill" correspo).ideiice betweell the
Bi-itish ruluistur, in Washiii-tim, and tile `_Sucrutary, froill which it will
appear that the British goveruI11011t, ill. tile IIIOSt C-Ordial. spirit of friclid-
ship, have tiow de(,lzu-ud it to be thuir ftx(-:..d policy to establish no 11-lore

Fol'oteetorates over distmit States. This flutik declaration of Groat Britain-
macle, as I midersiaud it, f6r the purlmse ()t' explaiiihig her intentions, int.3
re-ard to t-110 JLLtLII'U L(-,(jLIiSiti0Il ()f turritor., ill America, through tile ine-
dium of Cad to st-reii-theu thu amicable relationsz!!.

existim, beLwuu.u the Lwo chief ("mumlercial. liatiolls of the world.1511
Pile slaiid ot' Tigre, ill tile SUIW fF)IIdlII-.IS, -was occupied by British

forces (ill the 16th daV 01' O(.,tob(!I', 1849, bV 01'LIUr Of Mr. Clhatfluld, her
Britaimit- Alajesty's ChLLrg6 Ili Central America. No histrue-
lious apFW'al. to linve beell givell to little for trial purpose by the Britisil gov.
ernmout, nor were my givem to the Amemcati char-6 ol'afraim-i ill that
couriLry to negotiate fur the cos,,i(.u of this or auy other territory to the
Unilud -8!utes. As soon as it was known to tile that Mr. Squier had coill-
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monned siwli nc-otiatiow-,, he was, instructed that the rapitnlists who pril,
posul.l. to construct the Ship lm.,imtioii hetween tile Athatitic and Pacific
ovcnns throu-Ii the 1,ikcs Nicartigna ;md Afitnagua lmd nc.vor applied to
this -)%,ornment for any trc,;oy .6th Ilondur.-is (-)II flint, subjc,-nt, and that
his M.,41metions from tile 00partillelit, of' Suate, ky Which lie Should be.
g(-worned, did not .vnrml)t tIK-, lic-otlutl()n of a trouty acquiring nit-)re terri-
ton, f;)]. the Ullilf!d States.
The occupation by '11101ority of the 1"Iritish ch-m-gi, (Vaffiiires ap-

pem-e(l. to havo henn nim.le III CMISC(liwilre of "Ille-ed sp, hations ()I) tile.
c(IIIIII(IlIGIc of, Great Brit.lijl nild the im prisoill-l-It".11t, of' Iler subjects. A S
we II-,Id ill tile progress of' tile iiegotialion of' the lie\\, treaty .vith Great
Britain beell infi-mlled that She (14.1 not illtend to occupy ally J)"Irt of' Cell.
tral. Amc-l-ira, tile hate Presi(lunt (Iii-ected the inquiry io be inade of the
British qcweriminia what the- intentions of that goveninient were ill takhig
POSS01-'slOll of this island, Prom the atiswer given, it appeared that
shortly ,.I fter tbe occupy t io III , -I I id cAre n be fin-e -we I ad ap I hed to li er TMajes-
tv. S gOvelliffient file inthrmation oil the subject, tile British forces and
fl ag I-Jad been Ivithdraw-11 fi.(-)I-ll the island I..)V the British adi-niral corn.

meaning in tile Vacific, ill(] that the flaO, (I f'. Ffniiduru.s had been hoisted
by his or(ler,. mider a salitte of' t-wenty-mic -mis.

I'lie ruirtuthorized acts ofthe British ,file[ Americcin diplowntic agents ill.
Centnul America in regard to tells Wall(] might for the time h4,we seriously
interrupted tile fl-icridly unclerstandim, existim- between their respective.
gn%-ormilellf", but tell. till, f'l(,,t tl-l,,It tile W jIi(-Ij IIaj- t ICI)gtll
termlimted in all arnicah)c treaty list progressed so fair hi November last
tll;kt 1)()tll liatiolls the.li Illiderstor)(I (",fell other on tile sllljf,.Ct of' fill,' ou'll.

nation of' Celitral Allicrican territory, mid -were rapidly approuchill- their
filial determillatioll, that the whole territory of Genfral America should
b(! neutral, and the M"I'Oss tile Istll.lllls- dedicated as a highw-uy
f)l. all IIntiolls, wilose c('11-111KIIN'T shoul-d wwer be m-enowed or endamered
by the enlonization ()r dominion ofany great l1writime power.
St

Copy of' tile treaty (10110luded betw-cen (.4reat Britain and the United
:tttq ill re-ard to Central America is lic,.rowith submitted. Its em-p-c-

m0nts apply t(i all the five States Nvlil(-Ii fori-nerly composed the republic
of C'cntral Ameriea. and their dependencies, of which the island of Tizgp-e
was a ])art. It (Ines ilot I-croginse, drimi, or deoy tile title of the British
SettlUment at Belize, -which is, by the coast. Ill(-)I.e than five Imildred I-Ililes
from theproposed canal ill -Xicarngua. Tile question of tile British title -o,
this district of country, corm-nonly catled British Honduras, and tile sni'all.
islands adjacent to it claimed as its dependencies, stands precisely as it
stood before tile treaty. No ac-t of' the late President, s admitaistnution has
ill any manner cominitted this governmem to the British titk-,, in that ter-
ritory, or any part of it.

AvIlell tile late President caine into office lie found tile British govern-
ment in possession of' the port, of' San Juan de Nicznigua, which it lmd
oken bv force ofarms, after x-.,e had taken Clalifbi-ilia, and -,Chile we were
ell(Ill"Od in the negotiation of a treaty f6r the cession of' it, and that no
ollicial re-nionstrance had been inade by this goveninietit ,leftist tile
g-ression, nor any attellipt, to rusist it. EtUm-ts mcre then b.im- niacle
11 In -n

by certain private citiz(--.ns of the Uijitc(t States to procure fi-(-.)in the State
ofNicarao-im, by cown,.wt, t1w, right to cut the proposed ship canal, by tile.
Way of tile river San Juan unct tile takes of Mcaragua and Alailagua, to,
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Reaij, ilthe Pacific oceani. A corrpaniy of Arnroti'nncitiviis emiered
iiio-~-iwa(,,oita(,t it te tae f'Nicaragua.Viw gtl cm a

aI matter of grent imipor!taictoe the people of' tile Ulited Status, tile late
P1rosi (.1 erit reOsoIOlv to adopt tile polIy of,0 prntO(2t ig tieicvrk, and binld-
ilia b:v treaty the zoveriimnie t of' Nicaraguai, th rough whose territory it
wou~ldl piss; al(so to protect it. Thie histructions to G.e(orge Squ ier,
api))Yiii ted by hitll-I ahrIge (I ~aflLi-SeS to GCItuteriamm, onl the 2.d (lay of, A lit,
1.S.19, ale herewithi 'lllbfitte( (l as falimidicatirig time V'iews mWhcIh ('()V-
eriiedl the lati)lPresidl(Jit iri (h1iirctiilr. a. treaty to beiaide with Nicar~umra.
110 coiisidered tie hintorl'erotle of thle Iliv ti'sh govern illenit on. this, coniti-
non1t ill sczlfi.!port (o, smi Jan which commirands time, ionict believedu
to be. the most eli ~iblo for the c-anal across tlhi isthmus, mid OCe UT iiw it,
at the very trioelit w hci it Was knownl, as lie suIpposedJ, to G1rc at Buittno
that we were vinga-red inl the negotiations fbi the piuiehnse, of Cal iforifia, as
an tin fortunate conedevead one calculated to lead to the tirfleroe ( e
that she entertainied (Jesilils lbv no0 niemis ill h arrm-ouy with thme interests
of' the United Stlates; bUt I-e conmfidently expected that thle arificble
comiveritionl lately centered into and ratified bv the two countries, xNould be
sutffic-~ient to dispel every doubt as to the friendly intentions of' Great
Britlinl.

With regrardi to the special convention negotiated by Mr. Iliso with thle
State of' Nicaragula, it i's proPer to rem-Iark that, inlasinuci as lie had been
positively itistriteted to iimake no treaty-no0t eveni a treaty of commnerce-
with Nicaragua, Costa Rica, or Hoiidurins, it was not im agrited that hie
wonl1(1act In opposition to his inistructiolis; miid iii Septemtber last the
Execuitive wvas for the first timte hinfbriod that lie had negotiated two
treaties with the, State of' N icaramnia-the one a treaty, of comurioiree, thle
other a treaty fbr thle proposed Ship caiial-ibothi if' which he(, brought witih
h iii. on hiis return home, lie also negotiated aI treaty of' coiminerce with.
lh1.i )idIillZS ; anld inl oLuc1 it is recited that IeIQ ta;d flUll p)OW01reis fb thle purpose.
lie had no suich powers; and the whole proceedJing, onl his part, within
refbren-ce to those States, wvas niot only unauthorized by inIstructionIs., but
inl opposition to those hc ha),. received frorn president Polk, a~id after the
date of' his owni letter of recall anid thme appointment ofihis successor. But
I have no evidence that Mr. H iso, whose letter of recall (a copy of' which
is hierow~ith. sent) hemrs date thle 2d day of Mlay, 1849, had received that
letter' onl the 21st of' 2"Lin, -when hie negotiated the treaty with Nicaragua.
The difficultyy of communicating with him -was so great that I heave reason
to believe hec had not received it. HeI did niot ackiiowledige it.
The twelfth article of thle treaty negotiated by Mr. HI-se in effect guar-

anticrs the independence of the State of Nicaragua, and her sovereignty
over' heir alleged limits, fr'omn the Caribbecan sea to the Placific ocean,
pledgin the naval anid military power of thle United States to support it.
TFhis treaty authorizes the charteritig of acroainb hsgvrmn
to cut a canal outside of thme lirrits of time United States, anld gives to us
the exclnItsive righlt to fortMfV anid cormman-d it. The1 late Pjeidesicet did
not approve it, no(-r did hie subrnmit it to the S-enate for ratification-not
eIYWeflyv eas f' the facts alireadly mimoitioned, but because, on thle :3st
of December last, Sefior Eduai'do Canmcache, on be~ing. accr11edited to this
90Vei'iiiIient as chiar-6 d'afhiriies from t~ic State of Nicaragua, iii. a note to
the Secretary of State, (a translations of' which. is herewith traulsmiitted.)
declared that "1the special convenutioni concluded at Guatemala,--by Mr.
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Hise, the cllar,,.- Waffairos of the United States, and Sehor Selva, the
cominis.simiur Of Nican't"IM, IHMI (.Ll, AVIIS JA1lAiC,1y and. Universal-lyknown)
be.c.11 diso.pproved. by hiS 9MIT1,1111lent."

Wu, have no pre(,-(!dcnt in outr history to iiistify such Et treaty as that
Iv-,"otialed hy 11:11'. Hise Since the 'plarmitees we --ave tr) Pranec of her
Amelicall posses..iolls, 1'he tn]-aty negolluted. with New Grelladuoll tile
I 201 Aoy of Decurnber, IS46, did not. gm.irmity tlje. sov(nciunty of' that
State 'over tile whole Of her territory, but only over tile, 11 sill-gle pr(villce

of Panarim," imi-nefflutely adjoillill-' tile title Of'tll(,' I'Llilro',Ld,
tit(,, ijeutrality of' which was deemed. necessary I..)y the President and Sun-
ate, to the construction mid sceurily Of the worl..

'I'll(! police adopted by this govertinient in ijelgotiatingwith the CentralC,

Anwrican States, find with all. foreicni nations ill regard to those States,
OWCS itS Origin tO the WS011.160n of the Sojulte of' the United States, unard-
1171(11141Y Ld0j)t0d (-in tile, 3d (-.)f March, 18:35, ill the folloNving words:

Resolved, That the ].)resident of tile tjj-jit(--.!d States be respectfully re-

(11'WSted. to con.,.zider the expediency of opening iiegotiations with tile. gov-
ernments of centrala l Aineriez Eirid New Grumida, lbr tile purpose ofefl.uct-
ually prmerting, by suitable treaty Stipulations \vital thern, stic-Ii individ-
rivals or compnilics its relay to 017)011 a. C(MI1111.11licatinn between.
the Atlantic and Pacific wx,-alls bV tile com;truction Of a Ship Canal across

the isthmus N\rhi(--h connects N(-)rtli all(.[ South America, ,and of' securing
forever, by surll stipulatiollS, tile fi-OC !ill(.[ 0(11MI ri(dit 01' navi(Mtifl(l Sl.l(-'fl
Canal to all sue'll nations, oil the payment of such reasonable tolls as

he established to compell,.,At(,- tile cR itatists -,vho 11MY (.!ll11L111(3 iLl SUCA1
midertaking and complete tile worl.."

p

President Jacksoij approved am-1 adopted the principles of this resol.u-
ti(ll, 1111d, ill ffflr.'.11,111CC Of' it, scia Cl:arles Biddle as ocreiit to negotiate,
Nvith tile -()verilmelits of' Gentral Atiurica all('[ New reSUlt
is fairly set forth in tile report of' El SC-]Oct committee, of the Houso of' Rep-
resentatives, of' the 20th of February, IS49, upon a. joint resolUtiOn. Of
Con-ress to atithorize the survey ofeertain routes f6r a canal oi- railroad be-
tween th(-. Atlantic and Pacific oceans. ne policy adopted by the President
and So.nateas indic-ated. in tile resolution ofthe 3d ofllurch, iS35, mras fully
confirmed by President Poll. ill hiS E"j.X(TUtive inessage to the SeFILLte 01' the
10th Of I''CbrUarNr, IS47, (in whicli fie cites and relies oil that resolu-
Win,) and by the Senate, Nvlli(-,Il ill consequence of the recotrimendLtiOn
contained in that message, continued the treaty with New Grreiiada hi re-

gard to a vanal or railroad actions tried istlimus at Pariarna. The objects of
tile late President, line, those of' his predecessors to whon-i I leave referred,
fire to Open communications across tile iSthnlLlS tO till relations, and to
invite their guarmittTs oil tile sarne letters; to pjvpose no guaranty of' ter-
ritoly to EL f6reizil nation ill which the Ullited StUteS NVOUld 110t have a
comnion interest with that nation; and to constitute alliances, not f;-)r
political objects, but lbr purely commercial purposes, equally interesting
to all tile navi-atill" nations of' tile Nvorld.

W'e are More deeply interests([ in the construction of a ship catial
through thc isthinus which divides North aild SOLIth America than any
Other nation. Without it, NV(-,' rlJLL., not be able to rriaintain Our posses-
sions oil the Pacific. We slial.l. profit inore by tile trORSUres Of Lhat OCU,11.,
in the event of' tile construction Of' inter-oceanic communications througli.
that istlillius, thaii any other people; and, in view ofthis, the late PrGsident
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determ-ined to extend the protection of this government to every such
C()onnilic(ation, wihthler by canal O" railwad; inVitiLn, also, thlat of allotfiler ialions (lesirfi.)g to ciijoy the rights of passage, -without which a
llheay penilltse iii'gl-it be entailed 1p11on thie UUited1 States in. rnaintaininc0
a sulliieieill1naVal and nilit-1arv frore tI-m that purpose.

I1I smibimlitting this report, wVhiich is niade in obedience to the directions
of the flresidtei t, I haveCeiieavored briefly to exl)ai a tihe policy of tIhe
late lamllented Cllief Malhgistrate, w\rliose instructions iln refbrclce to time
interesting subjects celmibraced in. the resolution of the :House, it was iny
l)leasur'e n(t less tflianlly duty to obey ; and wvithi a view to greater accu-
la(cy, I 1lave often, in th1is colnII1111t11icationl, Used thle language employed
by himi in1 a paper relating to the samne subjeCt.

JOHIN Al. CLAYTON.
DEI'ARTIMENT OF STATEJ Jully IS, 1830.

[Tiamislation.J

M1r. BuitC7igo to1/ie Secrctary of Nlate.

GOVERNATE-NT HOUSE,
Leon, Novvenicr 12, I S47.

Since tile glorious e-lalncipation of your beautiful section of thme Anmeri-
caim cotitiemit and thiC establisinnemitf of yourI adimnirable political system
were displayed ill all their splendor before thle wliole world, not only have
yovur States rapidly ariseim to aln eminient degree of r)rospeerity, but they
lhave also by t4-leiir wise doctrines and their heroic exatnple influenced the
independence oL thle Spanislh Amierican portions of thle nlew world, as
wvell as tile forms of govertinm'ent adopted by tielm.

Nort'l Amlerica (thme United States) appearing as a sovereign nation at
thie head of the continent, showed the people of the other portions that
the great divisions made by nature, for ti1e occupation of thle various farni-
lies of the hiutinman race, are at the same time the only leg-itinlate boundla-
ries of their rigl-hts and the sacred asylulml of their political existence; and
the institutions, of tile iminmortal Washington east their vivifying light over
the unfortunate countries whlich formerly belonged to Spain. Placed at
thle hlead of' its majestic mnarclh, thme excellent President who now directs
the governmlent-of your republic is the natural protector of all the States
of thle continental and the centre of the hopes of the ArmlericanI cause; and
with these sure foundations of fraterinal confidence, the suprorree govern-
ient of the State of' NiFcaragalLL, ill Centratl Armerica, doubts not that its
representations will be received on. a subject which presses seriously in its
vital rights, threatens its independence and its institutions, and affects
time interests of' all Amierica. 'i'his sulb ject is thle occupation of tme port
of San Juan do Nicar-agua by (Cheat LBritain, as thie protector of the pre-
tt nded King of the savage tribe called the Mosquitos.
Your enligiltened. government well knows, this wandering tribe, in-

dltced by the suggestions of certain British subjects to cftnsider itself as
the proprietor of' a territory separate frorn those of Nicaragua and lion-
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duras, extew(lin, from Ciape le aicins[lon]c the coast of Hond(lurns, tn
tile n101lth (of tle San.-iani(1fKl i.araga river, which forms the port of
the saiiie nrimie on the Atini tic side, ;Ind as Colistituting all independent
nation, iln allianrce vith id utider tle pirotectioll of her Britannic Majesty,
as asserted by tie Britishi aren ts.

Before (Ceiitral Aiiierica had pr'onouiined its ilndedcrl(lellce of the Spall-
ish. n icarohi y, int IChe ears 178:3 an(d 1786. the British goVerunilien dis-
avowed all sovereililtv oil the part of tile i oscqidito trihe, ordered all
B3rilisis s hljeets to retire f(roin their coasts ald from thlie XVwhokd coiitiienit,
and prohil)ited then froim sipplviring tie Indianis cin tiie frontier of' the
Spanish prIoviinces with armis aIli(d 11i litiorls of Nvar. rI'llis is showmi ill
thle defi iitive treaty of' peace conicwl1cleCl b)etween the two Crowns in Sep.
ter)nber, 17S(3, anid in the convenitiorn in coit pleimieiat of the samin, coi-
clcle(d at L.ondoI oil tdie 14th (If July, 1786, of which all authentic copy
is sent wvith this note under thie No. 1.

TPhese solemini recognitionis of the territorial initegrity of the contilrient,
made by his Britannic Majesty withi respect to the old kingdom of Guate-
malal, Were re",lIated accc-ordirig to tile claim of Ii is Catholic Majesty to
those coulltries by tile laws of the Indies; alid this same settleirietit of
boundalies was confirmed by the Spallish. constitution in 1812. From
this reason it was, theat whilst Central Aeicrica retiaiiied in thle posses-
sionI of Spain, British stl)hjects were silent as to territorial pretensions il
favor of tie Monsquito I:mdlians. B1It after tile cleel'aration of independence
of Cen ral Anmerica in 1821, (anlOd althiotuhi1 the Federal. constitution of
18.24, and tile fizndariental laws of Nic~aragua ill 1826 andi 1S:38, had
adlopted the sanie b(hwitdlLlies of the old ki ngdoni of uLateliala,) the Engh'lish
revived their projects of appropriatin, that part (f tie north coast of these
States to tilelliselves; alld in 18S42, Mr. Frederick Chatfield, her Britaniic
Miaj(estv's consul gelieral , preteiided to extend territorial ri hts of the
ol(-)sqllitos fromn thle cape above niarmed to the south banik of the San tiamn,

at its enitrance into tile Atlantic, as May be seen by the annexed docii-
ments No. 2.

Shinee 1'42 the said consul general of her Britannlic Majesty had left
niaiiiswvered the reply given by this government, on the I 9th of Novem-
ber of tile same vear, agailist his territorial pretensions ill favor of the
Mosquitos; nior w'Las any answer given to the complaint and protest ad-
dressed by our minister plenlipotentiary at the courts of the Tuileries and
others to all the cabinets mentioned in the accompanyiirg cdocum-lent, anid
of which the minister plenipotentiary of your respectable nation acknowv-
ledged the receipt, in a letter also annexed ; until at length the British
consul, in his letter of the 10th of September last, gave notice to this gov-
erninent that her Britannic Majesty, the ally and protectress of the king-
dom and King of the Mosquitos, had fornied the opinion that the said
territory extends from Cape (le Gracias to the mouth of t'he San Juan, on
the Atlantic; and that she would afford them her protection against any
attack which might be made on then from the States of Honduras and
Nicaragua.

F'romi that moment my government knew that neither disunion nor any
other pacific means of international law, nor justice, wiere to be employed;
btit that force would be used to wrest from Nicaraguia a property possessed
fror, timee iniueinorial, as the port of Saii Juan on the north had been;
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an(l, in consequence, tile answer was given to the consul which may be
found in No. 4.

Mlelaiwhile, and without any answer whatever having been received
froml tilC British consul general, Air. Joseph Hodrgson, a British subject,
beatrinng the title of late councillor of the pretended King of thlMosluitos,
addressed from 3lucfieltds, und(er date of tile 5thi ultiino, a notice to the
comn-lnandant of this State, at the said port of Sarn Juan, and this supreme
govelirnment, of which a copy will be found, No. 5. T1hiis notice, brought
by the B3ritislh ship of war Aiwarin, was to the effect that the establishment
of Nicaraguia at the said polrt should he abandoned, with the threat that,
unless this should be done before the 1st of January next, force would be
eloilpyed to effect it. At the samre time, a flag, which had been mliant-
factured for the Mosqiuitos, was hoisted and salulteld by the discharge of
artillery, as shown by the same paper, No. 5. 'litis, within a few days,
a flag, utterly uciknown to the blarbalous MANosquitos, will float over the
poirt of Saic Juarl clot Norte, in tue State of Nicaraigua, which will be appro-
priated to those harbarians, under the protection of hier Britannic AMlajesty's
navtl forces, as intimiated ahove.
his Excellancy tile President of your republic well knllows thle geographi-

ial position of the couilntry of' Nicaragua., its lakes and navigable rivers,
[lfdirirg the greatest facilities for thre opening of' a great canal, uiluitinm
the two ocealis, thiOnor this isthinicus, as has beent demonstrated by the
Ccntro-Ainericaii Don tian.i ose de Ajoinena, in his nmcinoir written in
the United States on1 the 24th. September, IS:3M, aiid sent herewith in
paper No. 6. It miay thus be easily uinderstood that tile object of tile
British iii takicig this key of the continent is not to protect that small
tribe of the MoS(qlnitos, but to establuish their own empire over thle Atlan-
tic extremity of the line, by -whi'ch a canal connecting, the two oceans is
most practicable, insuring to thcem the preponderance on the American
coiltilient, as well as their direct relations with Asia, the East Indies, and
other important countries in the -world.

Central Am-jerica suffers molst grievously from these advances of British
power just at the mnornent when the four States which have remlainied
faithftl to their compact and national union, viz: Salvador, Honduras,
Nicaragua, and Costa Rica, are occupied in determining the political sys-
teirl under wvhiclh they are to exist as a federal republic; anid they have
from this moment agreed to maintain the integrity of their territory threat-
ened, as will be seeni by the communications addressed by the other gov-
ernments to that of Nicaragua, contained in Nos. 7 and 4.

In this perilous state of things, thle supreme government of the State of
Nicaragua, confbrinably with. the true interests of its allies, Salvador,
Honduras, and Costa Rica, and well imbued with those principles of
liberty and justice rllich the distinguished government of your happy
republic professes in favor of the independence of all and each of the
States of the Atrierican continent, has ordered the undersigned, Secretary
of Foreign Afifirs, to address the present exposition to the Hon. Secre-
tary of State of the cabinet of Washington, in order that be may, in frater-
nal deference, be pleased to submit it to his Excellency the President of
the United States, to the effect thlat lhe may deign to afford to Nicaragua
his respectable arnicable mediation with Great Britain, so that our just
and legitimate rights to the territory in question may be established in a
peaceful and amicable manner, and that he may also declare whether he
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is disposed to Com"Im.le with Niearagtia, or tile roiifi,,Jerw.y now ill pro.
CCSS Of (.SU1ljHSlllllC-YJt, -L treatV (-)f, alllitN" alliance, alld ('0111111C),C011
bases of' tile! most lwi-16..,,t re(,-iproeitv, by re(',Ci.7m- or senclill" '111 agelit
Klitlll-)I(. f'i-.)r the (,.midiwt of so hitere-Sthi- a

ill)JIMT11100 Of' tile sifljc.ct of this corimitmiratinn must be eii(lelit
to tile mri,,(tom of' his J.11XC1(!1k,-rwy th(.I, Presif.lejjt; aml lie may be asstire(l
that aii.7 meastire- whir'll lie )list ho pleased to tak(,- fi)r the removal. of' all
F)reicm irlilticipte or hitermiltioll froill this portion of tile colitilient will.
be ",C.II received and 11i"llk, esteellle(l 1)., tile State of'Nicanuma.
The 111'idersiniwl entertaitis the stroii-I'PSt C01-117RICIlf-e tl)',It tile 1101101',d)[U

Sc-cret-ary of State will. rnalw km-wn his dett"I'lilklo-tioll On this allLL1,1' 18

Speedily as the impol-talice of tile case re(lifli-es; mid he aNails himself of
this occasion to that iiiiiiister of the Iii-11 estoern wid respect with
which tic, retains, &C.,

PABLO BUITRAGO.
To his EXC(1IlCTK-y tile 'ATINIST11P. OP l!'011EIGN RELATIONS

(Y' the Siljweme Govel-it-luent (.' the Rejmblic of Ike U,,ited SMICS.

Noiji:.-Jt does not appear, from the records of the Departractit, cf Stale
fliat the al.)o,.,-e cornimmication w1as answered durliio- the administration of'
AIr. Polk.

No. 1.

771e (If,'fillitiv, Imaly qfpeace awl, fi*wlsh-ip between his DwRannic
.josy and title, most Catholic Kin.,r, 8i.,Iied at I' less, the :3d (Aly

of ITS3, (is pmbli-.hed by (tuthwity. L't I/le w/val? .))r the
Most Holy mid undivided THII-ity-Palbel-, &11, aw/ 1:101Y G'host.
So be -it.

Be it known to all those whorn it shall or mtzay ill any manner concern:
The most seretie and most, p(-)teiit price, George tile Third, I)v the -race
of God Kitig of Gremt Britain, France, and L-Claw.1, diil.e of' Birmiswick
and Luilenbour-, arclitreastirer wid detector Of tile holy 1101MIll ellipire,

and the most serene and incest potclit Prince Gha.les tile JIlird, by
th.9 grace of' God Kitig of' Spain ai)d of' the Inches, &.(-,., bein CCIL10,11V
desirous to put an end to the war which thr several wars past afilictcd
their resper-tive doinininiis, accepted tile offor Which tileir Majestic's tile
Emperor of tile Rotrians and the H'mpross of at[ the Ittissias macle to
flien-i of their interposition and of' their mediation; bUt tlibir Britanilic
and Catholic Majesties, animated with a ii-itittial. desire of accelcratim,
the re-establishinent of peace, commullicated to each other their laudable
intentions, whicli Heaven so far blessed t-liat they proceeded to lay tile.
foundations of peace by signing prelin-iiiiary articles at Versailles, the
20tti of' Jaijuary, ill the present vear. Their said IKkjesties the KH)g of
Great Britain at-id the Catholic King, diinking it ifictimbeilt upon thern to
give their imperial majestles a signal proof of' their gratitude fi)r the gen-
erous offer of their irradiation, invited them in concert to concur in the
conipletion of the great and salutary work of pea(,-e, by falling part, as

mediators, iii the Definitive treaty to be concluded between t1l.eir Britaii-
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iic anid Catlholic- M;ijesties. rTheir said imperial majesties havinlg readily
accepted that in vitatiio, they have riarlel as their re)reselltatives, viz7
his MaIjesty thle l Oll(meror of tihe Rornans, the most, ilhl stritl is and nwst
excellent Lord Flriinod, Count Mrci-y. Argenteau . viscomirnt of L,(JO
baron of Cricvhegioe,l0knight of the gIlden fleece, chatriberlaini, actUal
piYvy councillor of state to Iris in imperial arnd royal apostolic bna1jest.N, and
Iris amh;-iassador to lis imost Clhristian ma mjesty;rnd h er Aliajesty the Eir -
press of all the Uussias, the lost illilstriouis allnd m.rost eXcellellt lord
Prirree iwan Blaijalhiiskoy, lieutenant geiierdl of the forces of her Imupe-
rial A\laIjsty of ill the R-ussis.s, knighirt of' tie orders of' St. Arnie and of
th e ,vaedish swvor(d, and kerimitnister plernipoteitiiry to his most Christianl
Majestv, anid time LorclArearadi de AI nrcof; conmuicillor of state to er Irripo-
rial Ailajesty of all the Ruissias, and her minister pleinipotentiary to his
most Chlristianl Mal~jesty. Inl conCseCquence, their said Majesties tle King
of Great Britain and thle rnost Christian Killma, have named and constituted
foi tlleir pdlernipotentiaries chliiged wvith the concluding and signing of thle
definitive treaty of peace, viz: the King of Great Britainr, the11 most illus-
trio(s arid most excellent Lord George, duke anid earl of Manchester,
Viscouint MNandmleville, baroii of Kimubolton, lord1 lieutenant and custos
rotuloruni of the county of -rluitirrgdon, actual privy cduncillor to his
BritnnicaMajesty, and Ilis anmbassadonr extraordinary alnd p)lenipr)tentiary
to his roost Christian M14ajesty; and the Catholic King, tlie, rnost illus-
triouls and most excellent Lord Peter Paul. Abarca de 13olea Xilmlelue's
d Uriea, &c., count of Ararida and Castel Plorido, marquis of Torres, of
Villanan. and Rlulpit, viscount of ueleda and Yoch, baron of the baronlies
of Gavin, Sietamo, Clarnosa, lrilpol, Traz~n-oz, La MIata de Castil Viego,
A.litillon L]a Almnolda, Cortes, .Iorva, St. Gerris Rabovfilet, Arcani and St.
Colome de Farnies, lord of the Tremialnce and honor of Alcalatern, the
valley of Rodella, the castles and towns of Maella, Mlesones, Tiaranma,
alid'Villa P~lania, Taraclel, and Viladrart, &c., Rico-Hornbre in A rragon
by descent, granidee of Spain of thle first class, knight of' the order of tile
golden fleece and of that of the Holy G(tost, genitleman. of the Kilng's
chanmber iii eniployn-eint, captaini-genieral of his forces, anid his ainbassa-
dor to the riost Christian King; wklho, after having exchanged their
respective full powers, have agreedl upon the fillowilng articles:

AwrtrcmJn 1. There shall be a Christian, universail, and perpetual peace,
as Nvell by sea as by lanid, and a sinicere and constant friendship shall be
re-establishled, between their Britannic and Catholic Majesties, and be-
tween their heirs anid successors. hingdomns, dorninions, provinces, col.un-
tries, subjects, and vassals, of what qutiality or conditioll soever they 1)e,
without exception either of places or persons; so that the huigh contract-
ilg parties shall give thie greatest attention to the miaintailling between
theinselyes and their said (lorniinions and subjects that reciprocal friend-
ship and intercourse, -Vithrout permitting hereafter, on either part, any
kind of hostilities to be c-orni-ritted either by sea or by land, for any cause or
uilnder any pretence whatsoever; and they shall careftrily avoid for the
future everything which mnigiht prejudice the union happily re-established,
and endeavoring on the contrary to procure reciprocally for each other,
on every occasion, whatever may contribute to their rnutual glory, inter-
ests, and advantage, without giving arly assistance or protection, directly
or indirectly, to those wiho would do anly injury to either of the high
contracting parties. There shall be a general oblivion and amnesty of
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evCerything, whichl may haavc been (lone or committed before or since the
Col'itietICc tellit of tIte war N hic is juLst eadled.

Awri. 2. The treaties of WVestpltal ia, of 1(64S; tho1se0 of Madrid, of li667
alnd otf I (() ; those of peacea.IllI of oennitrce of Utrecht, of I 71:3; that of
Badeii, o'( 71 4; of Nfadlrid, of 1.715. of Seville, of 17.72; the definitive
tre1t\y (ofAix-la- C hapelle, off 1741; the treaty of Nad nril, of 17,5)0; and the
lefilnitive treaty of- Palris, of 176;3, scrve as a basis and foundation to the
peaLe and( to the present treaty; and f)r this purpose they are all reviewed
dtl colt finrnoe in the chest Form, as well as all the treaties in general which

sitbhsistedl betweell the hilih contracting parties before tihe war, and parti.
cularl y all those which ait-c specified mid[ renewed in the afr.1resaid defiiii.
tive treat of'Paris, in tlhe best forin, and as if they were hereiin ii serted
wOrv-d for ord, so tl tat they are to lie exactly oblservde for the future in
tieir fullI tonor, anrd religioushSV cXecu-ted b~y both patties in all the points
wvhicrli sildl wittte deotoritett fromir ly the present treaty of peace.

Au-ic. 3. ill the prisoners takLel on cithier side, as well by lalnd as by
sea, and the hostages carried Mray or grijon dtirillo th' wvar, and to this
day, slist hle (-eStot!d Wi 0tl0toit r'atiSotti , ill Six w\reeks alt tile latest, to be
cMtl1pitted front the day of the excltnigeoof tile presetit treaty, each Crown
resp)C(tive>lY discharging thle adv-ance(s whichShallhiav1e been made f;r
tlle and maintenance of their prisoners by tile sovereignl of
the c(-ourttry where theV slhall lhave boeem detained, according to tile re-
ceipits, attested acCon ttts, and other an UICttic vouchers wIhich shall be
fitrniished on eacl-i side; and su reties shall lie reciprocally given f;!r the
pavi ietit oft toe debts wthicl the prisoners may have contracted in thle
coutitries Where they may have been detained, until their entire release.
Autdl all ships, as well rnten-olwNvar as inerchant ships, which mrlay have
been taken sitice the expiration of th1e totins agreed upon for the cessation
of hiostilities 'by sea, shall likewise be restored, bonaflide, with all their
crewvs attd cargoes. And the- execLutionl of this article shall be proceeded
upoti itrllttnediMUely after thle exehiati-g of the ratifications of this treaty.
ART. 4. II he Kitt- of Great Britain cedes iii full riglht to his Catholic

Majesty, tlle islanld of Minorca: Proviledl, That the satlie stipulations
inisertetd in tite toilowving article shall take place in favor of the Britislh
sutbjecrts with ret-Zird to the above-mentioned island.

Aivrw. His Britannic Majesty likewise cedes and giuiaranties in full
right to his Catholic Mlajesty, 1 jast Plorida, as also XVest Florida. His
Catholic AILjesty agrees theat the British inhabitants or others who rmlay
hiave been SuLbIjec't.S of the King of Great Britani in the said countries
may retire in full security anti liberty where they shall think proper, and
mayav sell their estates and renlove their effects as well as their persons,
Without being restraitted in their emrigratidin nlder al1y pretence whatso-
ever, except otl account of debts or crititital prosecutions; the termi limited
for this entigration being fixed to the space of eighteen months, to be
conlpute(i fronm the day of the exchange of the ratifications of the l)resellt
treaty; but if, from the value of the possessions of the English proprietcrs,
they should not be able to dispose of themn within the said term, then his
Cathiolic AMajesty shall grant then a prolongation proportionate to that
end. It is further stipulated, that his Britannic Majesty shall have the
power of removing from East Florida all the effects which may belong to
him, whether artillery or other matters.
ART. 6. The intention of the two high contracting parties being to
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prevent as much as possible all causes of complaint and misunderstand-
ing heretofore occasioned by the cutting of wood for dyeing, or fogwood,
ard several English settleinents having been formed and extended, under
that pretewce, Upon tihe Spanish Conltinent, it is expressly agreed that his
Britannic Majesty's silubjeets shall have the right of cutting, loading, and
carrying away logwood in tile district Iving between the river Wallis,
or Belize, anid Rio Honidlo, takiiig the course of the said two rivers fir
unalterable boundaries, so as that the navigation oftherm be common to both
nations, to wit: by the river Wallis, or Belize, from the sea, ascending as
far as opposite to a lalke or inlet Which runs ilnto thle lalld anrd forms an
istlunus or neck with another similar inlet which come from the side of
Rio Nuevo, or New river, so that the line of separation shall pass straight
across the said istlinmus, anid ilmeet another lake formed by the water of
Rio Nuevo, or New river, at its current. The said line shall continue
with. tlme course of the Rio Nuevo, descending as far as opposite to a river,
the source of wvhmich is marked iii the nmap, between Rio Nuevo and Rio
Hondo, and which empties itself into Rio Hondo; which river shall also
serve as a common boundary as far as its junction with Rio Hondo; and
from thence descending by Rio Honldo to the sea, as the whole is marked on
the map wh-ich tile plenipotentiaries of the two Crowns have thought
proper to malheiuse ot fbr -tscertaining thle points agreed upon, to the end
that a good correspondemice may reign between the two nations, and that
the English worktrien, cutters, anId laborers malay not tresspass from an
uncertainty of the boundaries. The respective commissaries shall fix
upon convenient places in the territory above marked out, in order that
his Britannic Majesty's subjets, employed in the felling of logwood, may,
witl]onti interruption, build therein houses and rrnmgazines necessary tor
themselves, their famlities, and their ef-Fects; and his Catholic Majesty
assures to them the enjoyrrient of alL that is expressed in the present arti.
cles; provided that these stipulations shall not be considered as deroga-
ting in anywisc from his rights of sovereignty. T1'hmerefore, all the Eng-
lish who mav be dispersed in any other parts, whether on thle Spanish
containment or in any (of the islands whatsoever dependent on the aforesaid
Spanish continent, and. for -whatever reason it might be, without excep
tion, shall retire within the district which has been above described in
the space of eighteen months, to be computed from the exchange of the
ratifications; and fbr this purpose, orders shall be issnecd on the part of his
B3ritannic MIajesty; and on that of his Catholic Majesty, his governors shall
be ordered tu grant to thle English dispersed every convenience possible
for their removing to the settlement a-reed upon by the present article,
or for their retiring wherever they shall think proper. It is likewise
stipulated that if a'ny tfrtificamiorns should actually have been heretofore
erected within the lim-nits marked out, his Britanuiic Majesty shall cause
thein all to be demolislhed, and lie will order his subIjects not to build
any new ones. rT 1English imihabitants who shall settle there for the
cutting of' logwood slhall be permitted to enjoy a free fishery for their
subsistence oni the coasts of their district above agreed on, or of the island
situated opposite thereto, without being in anywise disturbed on that
account; provided they do not establish themselves in any manner on
the said island.

ART. 7. His Catholic Majesty shall restore to Great Britain the island
of Providence and the Bahamas, without exception, in the same condi-

2
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tiOn they werc iln wv]¢ell they were conCquered by thle arnms of the King o.f
Spiaill. 'lile same stipnulatioris inserted ill tIie fifth article of this treaty
slhall take rilace ini favor of the Spanish subjects, with regard to thle islands
rnwetiolied in tlle present article.
Ala. 8. All the countries and territories which inay have been,or which

may be conqllere(d in any part of' t e world whatsoeever, by the arnis of
his, Britaiinic Majesty, as well as bv those of his Catholic MNlajesty, which
are not included in the present treaty, neither under thle head of sessions,
nor under the head of restitutions, shall be restored without difficulty,
and without requiring any conmpernsation.

Arl'. 9. Inimcediatuly after the exchange of time ratifications, tile two
high contracting parties shall nanie cortimlissaries to treat concerning
new arrangements of cornnlerce l)etveen tlme two nations, on the basis of
reciprocity andndtmtual convenience; which arrangements shall be settled
anid concluded -within time space of two years, to be comnputed from the
1st of January, 17b4.

Awmrr. 10. A.s it is necessary to appoint a certain period for the restitu-
ti(-ns atned evacuations to be made by each of tlhe high contracting parties,
it is agreed thlart the King of Great Britain shall cause East Florida to be
evacuated three mon tims after the ratification of' the present treaty, or
sooner, if it canl be done. The King of Great Britain shall, in like man-
ncr, enter ,again into possession of the island of Providence and tlme Ba-
harnas, without exception, in the space of three mnonths after the ratifica-
tion of the present treaty, or sooner, if it can be done. In consequence
whereof, thle necessary orders shall be sent by each of the high, contract-
ing ))parties, witlt reciprocal passports for the ships which shall carry then,
immediately after the ratification of the present treaty.

ART. 11. Their Britannic and Catholic Majesties promise to observe,
sincerely and &ona tide, all the articles contained and established in the
present treaty; and they will not suffer the same to he infringed, directly
or indirectly, by their respective subjects; and the said high contracting
parties guaranty to each other, generally and reciprocally, allthe stipula-
tions of the present treaty.
ART. 12. The solenui ratifications of the present treaty, prepared in

good and due form, shall he exchanged in this city of Versailles, between
the higlh contracting parties, in the space of orne month, or sooner, if pos-
sible, to be cormputed from the day of the signature of the present treaty.
In witness whereof, wve, the underwritten ambassadors extraordinary and
ministers plenipotentiary, have signed with our hands, in their names,
and by virtue of our respective full powers, the present definitive treaty,
and have caused the seals of Qur arms to be affixed thereto.
Done at Versailles, the third day of Septermiber, one thousand seven

hundred and eighty-three.
LE COMPTE D'ARANDA. [L. s.]
MANCHESTER. [L. s.]

SEPARATE ARTICLES.

ART. 1. Somc of the titles made use of by the contracting parties,
whether in the full powers and other instruments during tlme course of
the negotiation, or in. the preamble of the present treaty, not being gen-
crally acknowledged, it has been agreed that no prejudice should ever
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Tesflt therefromn to either of the said contracting parties; and that the
titles taken or ornitteod, on either side, upon. occasion of thle said negotia-
tion, and of the present treaty, shall not be cited or quoted as a precedent.
ART. 2. It has been agreed and determined that the Prench language,

made use of in all the copies of the present treaty, shall not form an eox-
ample which may be alleged or quoted as a precedent, or in any manner
prejudice either of the contracting powers; anid that they shall conform,
for the future, to what has been observed and oug-ht to be observed, with
regard to, atid on the part of powers wvhio are in the practice and posses-
sion of giving and receiving copies of like treaties in a cliffrent language
from the French; the present treaty having, nevertheless, the sarne force
and virtue as if the aforesaid practice had beetn therein 6ilbserved.

In witness whereof, we, thle ilniderwritten ambassadors extraordinary
and ministers plenipotentiary of their Britannic and Catholic Miajesties,
have signed. the present separate articles, and have caused the seals of our
arirns to be affixed thereto.

Done at Versailles, the third day of Septemnber, one thousand seven
hundred and eighty-three.

LFE CO)M01PTEl )'ARANDA. [L. S.]
MANCi1 LSTL. S.]
DECLARATION.

The new state in which commerce may perhaps be found, in all l)arts
of the world, will demand revisions and explanations of tije subsisting
treaties; but an entire abrog-ation of those treaties, in whatever period it
might be, would throw coninierce into such confusion as would be of in-
finite prejudice to it.

In some of the treaties of this sort, there are not only articles which
relate merely to commerce, but many others wh~clh insure reciprocally, to
the respective subjects, privileges, facilities for conducting their affairs,
personal protections, and other advantages, which are not, anid which
ought not to be of a changeable nature, such as the regulations relating
merely to the value of goods and merchandise, variable from circurn-
stances of every kind.
When, therefore, the state of the trade between the two nations shall ble

treated upon, it is requisite to be understood that the alterations which may
be made in the subsisting treaties are to extend only to arrangements merely
commercial; and that the privileges anid advantages, mutual and particu-
lar, be not only preserved on each side, but even augmented, if it can be
done.

In this view, his Majesty has consented to the appointment of com1mis-
saries, on each side, who shall treat solely upon this object.
Done at Versailles, the third of Septenmber, one thousand seven hun-

dred and eiglhty-three. MANCHESTER. [L. S.]

COUNTER DECLARATION.

The Catholic King, in proposing new arrangements of commerce, has
had no other design than to remedy, by the rules of reciprocity anid mu-
tual convenience, whatever may be defective in preceding treaties of
commerce. The King of Great Britain may judge from thence, that the
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intention of his Catholic Majesty is not in any manner to cancel all
the stipulations contained inl the above-t-rientioned treaties: lhe declares,.
onl the contrary, from 1henceciorthl, that lie is disposed to maintain all the
privileges, facilities, and advantages expressed in the old treaties, as fiar
as thley shall be reciprocal, or compensated by eqIuivalent advantages.
It is to attaill tlis end, desired onl each side, that comi-missaries are to he
nai i ed to treat upon. the state of tralde between the two rlations, and that
a considerable space of time is to b)e allowed for com-pletinig their work.
His Catholi(,c Majesty hopes that this object wilL be putIrsued with the
samne good faith, and withi the sarm-e spirit of conciliation, which have
presided over the discussion of all the other points iuucluided in the defini-
tive treaty; and his said majesty is equally confident that the respective
comuimnissarles uillemploy t moeu st diligence for the completion of' this
important work.

Dlone at Versailles the third of Septem-iber, one thousand seven hun-
dred anld eighlty- three.

LE COMPTE D'ARANDA. [L. S.]

We. ambassador pll(nipotelltiary of his imperial and royal apostolic
Alajesty, having acted as mediator in the -work of paicification, declare
that the treaty of peace signed this day at Versailles, between his Blri-
tannic. Majesty and his Catholic Ma.jesty, wvith the two separate articles
thereto annexed and of which they forinu a aLrt, as also with. all the clauses,
conditions, and stipulations which are thereini coritaiuued, was concluded
bv the mediation of his inilicrial. and royal apostolic Majesty.

In witness whereof, wve hfave signed these presents with our hand,
arni have caused the seal of our arms to be affixed thereto.

D-)one at Versailles this third of Septeunnber, one thousand seven hiull-
dred and eighty-three.

LE COMPTE DE MUCY ARGE.NTEAN. [L. s.J

XVe, ministers plenipotentiary of her Imperial Majesty of all the Russias,
having acted as mediators in the work of pacification, declare that the
treaty of peace signed this day at Versailles, between his Britannic
Majesty and his Catholic Majesty, with the two separate articles thereto
annexed and of whlich they fornmi a part, as also with all thle clauses,
conditions, and stipulations which are therein contained, was concluded
by the mediation of her Imperial Majesty of all the Russias.

In witness whereof, we have signed these presents wvith our hands,
and have caused the seals of our arms to be aflixed thereto.
Done at Versailles the third of September, one thousand seven hun-

d~red and eighty-three.
PRINCE IWAN BARIAT.INSKOY. rL. s.]
A. MARCOFF. [L. S.J
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Vonrentiof between, his Britannic Majesty a.nd the King of Spain, signed

at London the 14td of .July, 17S6.

Thle Kingrs of England and of Spain, animated with the same desire of
consolidating, by every means in. their power, tile friendship so happily
subsisting between them and their kingdoms, arnd wishing, with one
accord, tpprevent eveii the shadow of rnisunlderstanding which right
be occasioned by doubts, misconceptions, or other causes of disputes
between the sul)bjects onl the frontiers of the two monarchies, especially in
distant countries, as are those in Arnerica, have thouglit proper to settle,
-with all possible good faith, by a new convention, the pointswhich m-light
one dav or other be productive of such inconvenietices as tleC experience
of former times has very often shown. To this end, the King of Great
Britail has named. the most noble andrnist excellent flord Francis, Baron
Oshnrn of Kiiveton, Marquis of(armartheii, his B3ritaninic Majesty's privy
councillor, ,and principal Secretary of State fior tihe 1Departnoent of l1oreign
Afiairs, &c., &c., &c. ; and the Catholic King has likewise authorized
Don Bernar(ldo de Carnpo,Knight of the noble order of Charles the Third,
Secretary of the same, order,Secretaryof tl.eSu.preme Conu :il of State,
and his minister plenip-otentiarV totIhe King ofgreatt B3ritaini who, havingcommulnullicatedl to eahiother their respective full powers, prepared inl due
forma, have agreed upon thte following articles:
ArICLLE 1. His Britannic Majesty's subjects, and the other colonists

who have hitherto enjoyed thle protection of England, shall evacuate the
country of the Mosquitos, as well as the continent in general, and the
islands adjacent, without exception, situatedl)evond the line hereinafterdescribedd as what ouglht to be thle frontier of the extent of territory granted
by his Catholic Majesty to the English, for the uses specifiedin the third
article of the present convention, and in addition to the country already
granted to therm in virtue of the stipulations agreed upon bythe commis-
saries of the two Crowns inl 1783.

ART. 2. The Catholic King, to proveon his side, to the King of Great
Britaini, the sincerity of his sentim-nents of friendship towards his said
Majesty and the British nation, will grant to the English more extensive
limits than those specifiedin the last treaty of peace; and the said limits
of the lands added bythe present convention slhall, for thle future, be
,understoodill thle manner following:

Thle English line, beginning from the sea-, shall take thecentre of the
river Sibun or Jabon,and continue up tothe soure of thesaid river; from
thence it shall cross in a straight line the intermediate land, till it inter-
sects the riverW allis, and by the centre of the same riverthe said line
shalt descend to the point where it will meet the line already settled and
marked out by the commissaries of the two Crowns in 1.783; which limits,
following the continuation of tine said line, shall be observed as formerly
stipulated bythe definitive treaty.

ART.I3 Although noother advantages have hitherto beenill question,
exept that of cutting wood for dyeing, yet his Catholic Majesty, as a
greater proof of his disposition to oblige the King of' Great Britain, will
grant to theEn glish the liberty of cutting all other wood, without even

.exceptingm ahozany, as well as gathering all threfruits or produce ofthe
earth, purely natural and uncultivated, which may, besides beingcarried
away in their natural state,becomeallobject ofutility or ofcommerce,
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whether (or foodl or for m-lawifartures; but it is expressly agreed th-at this
stipulItion is never to be used as a pretext for establishing iln that eounutry
ally plantation of sugar, cfllee, cocoa, or other like articles, or ally fabric
or inatiuilalture, by ineiaiis of- mills or other rnaehin(s whatsoever, (this
restriction, however, (loes lot regar(l the iuse of saxw-iifls for cutting or
oth-erwise preparing thle wood, ) since, all the lands ill question being
indisputably acknowledgedI to bleloqg of right to tile Crowni of Spain, no
settlem.nelnts of that kind; or the population which would follow, could be
a1l owed.

Thle -l1nglish si all be permllitted to transport and convey all such wood
and other produce of' the place, in its natural aind uncultivated state,
dc)iNii the rivers to thle sea, hut without ever going 'beyond the liinits
whichil are prescribed to therui by the stipulations above granted, and with-
ouit thierelb)y takining an oPP')1wtlnlity of ascending tiue said rivers beyond their
bomids into the countries belonging to Spain.
Awl. 4. The English sholl be permfitted to occupy the small island,.

kiniovwn by tile 1nam111es of' Jafina, St. George's Key, or Cayo Cafina, in
consideration of thle circwiistanuve of that part of the coasts opposite to
the said island being looked upon as subject to dangerous disorders; but this
perrlu issio1 is only to he m-lade use of for purposes ot' real utility; and as great
abullses, no less contrary to tile intentions of the British governm-nent than the
essential interests of Spa.iin , might arise from this permission, it is lere stipui-
lated, as all indispensable conditioll, that no fortification. or work of de-
fence whatever shall at nlly limie he erected there, nor any body of troops
posted, nor tany piece of artillery lkept there; and, in order to verify withl.
go)(d iluitlh the accollpluishunellt of this conditioll si-ne qul nn, (hlich
miight be iffrinme(l by indivi(dluals, without the klnowledge of the British
go.verniment,) a -Spanjish officer or counrurissary, accompanied by ain Eng-
lish co-n-Irnlissary or oflicer cdltly authorized, shall be admitted twice a year
to exatiline into the reall situation of thinlgs.

Atwi'. 5. The l'auglisli nation shall enjoy the liberty of refitting their
m-rchlaijt ships in thle soutlthernt triangle included between the point of
(Ja\'o (afina and the cluster of small islands which are situated opposite-
that part of the coast occupied by the cutters, at the distance of eight
leagues from tihe river W\allis, seven from Cayo Cafina, and three
fromn the river Sibun, a place which has always been found well adapted
to that purpose. For which end, the edifices and storehouses absolutely
necessary fbr that service shall be allowed to be built; but in this con-
cessioii is also included the express condition of not erecting fortifications
there at any time, or stationing troops, or constructing any military works;
and, inl like manner, it shall not he pe-rmitted to stationlany ships-of-war
there, or to construct all arsenal, or othey building, the object of which
might be the formation of a naval establishment.
Awr. 6. It is also stimulated that the Enaglish may freely and peaceably

catch fish on thle east of thle country assigned to them by the last treaty
of peace, as also of that which is added to thein by the present convention;
but without going beyond their boundaries, and confining themselves
withsiun the distance specified in the preceding article.

Awr. 7. All the restrictions specified in the last treaty of 1783, for the
entire preservation of the right of the Spanish sovereignty over the coun-
try, inl which is granted to the Eiiglish only the privilege of making use
of the wood of the difibrent kinds, the fruits and other produce in .their
natural state, are here confirmed: and the same restrictions shall also be
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ob~served with respect to the new grant. Inl consequence, the inhabitants
of those countries shall employ theIiiselves simply ill the cutting anid trans-
pnrting of the said wvood, arid in the gathering and transporting ofthre fruits,
Oitlhout meditating any more extensive settlements, or the formation of
any systeni of government, either mnilitarv or civil, further than such
regulations as their Britannic and Cathlolic Majesties mavy hereafter juldge
proper to establish for maintaining peace and good order amou1gst their
respective subjects.

Awr. 8. As it is generally allowed that the woods and forests are pre-
serve(l, and even multiply, by regular and mnethodicail cuttings, the Eiiglish
slhall observe this miaxim as far as possible; but if, notwitlhstanding all
their precautions, it should happen in course of time that they were ini
weillt of dyeing-wood or rnlaho-gany, with which thle Spanish possessions
might be provided, the Spanish government shall make no difficulty to
furnish a supply to the English, at a fair and reasonable price.
ART. 9. Every possible precaution shall be observed to prevent Smul1lg-

gling; and the English shall take care to conform to the regulations which
the Spanish government shall think proper tu establish. amnongst their
own subjects in all cormmunications which th~r may have witlh the lat-
ter-on condition, nevertheless, that the English shall. be left in the
peaceable enjoymnent of the several. advantages inserted ill their favor in
the last treaty, or stipulated by the present convention.

AnIT. 1O. The Spanish governors shall be ordered to give to the said
English dislpersed all possible facilities for their removal to the settlemneints
agreed upon by the present convention, according to tPe stipulations of
the sixth article of the definitive, treaty of 1.7S3, vritlhl respect to the coulln-
try allotted for their use by the said article.

Ai'Tr 11. Their Britannic and Catholic Majesties, in order to remllove
every kind of doubt withr regard to the truck construction of the present
convention, think it necessary to declare that the conditions of the said.
convention ought to be observed according to their sincere illtention,
to insure and improve the harmony and good understanding which. so
happily subsist at present between their said Majesties.

Ili this view, his Britannic Majesty engages to give the mnnst positive
orders for the evacuationof the countries above mentioned bv all. his sub-
jects, of whatever denomination; but if, contrary to such declaration, there
should still remain any persons so daring as to presumne, by retiring into
the interior country, to endeavor to obstruct the entire evacuation already
agreed upon his Britannic Majesty, so far from affording them the least
succor, or even protection, will disavow them in the most solemn man-
ner, as he will equally do those who may hereafter attempt to settle upon
the territory belonging to the Spanish dominion.
ART. 12. The evacuation agreed upon shall be completely effected

within the space of six months after the exchange of the ratifications of
this convention, or sooner, if it can be done.
ART. 13. It is agreed that the new grants described in the preceding

articles in flavor of the English nation are to take place as soon as the
aforesaid evacuation shall be entirely accomplished.

ART. 14. His Catholic Majesty, prompted solely by motives of hu-
manity, promises to the King of England that he will not exercise any
act of severity against the Mosquitos inhabiting in. part the countries
which are to be evacuated by virtue of the present convention, on ae-
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coint of the connexions which may have subsisted between thke saiI
Indlialns and( the E..nIglish; autd his l3riiain ic Majesty, on his part, will
strictly prohibit all his sulhjects fiotrr fuirnishirig aris, or warlike stores,
to the Indialls inl gelleral situated upon thle frontiers of' the Spanish pos-
sessions.

Air. I 5. The two courts shall rnutmmally transinit to each other ulupAi.
cates of time oilers which they are to deslpateh to their respective gov-
erijors amid con imianders ill America, for thle acconiplislhnienit of the pre-
sent convention; an1(d a frigate, or proper ship of wvar, shall be appointed
onl each side, to observe inl conjunction that all things are perfbrrrmed in
the best order possible, and with that cordiality and good faith of wvhich
the two sovereigns have been plea-osed to set example.

Aiir. 1I6. rhe present convention shall be ratified bxy their Britannic
andLI Catholic Majesties, an(l thle ratifications exchanged within the space
of six weeks, or sooner, if it can be doone.

Ill witness wvhercof, wve, the undersigned, ministers plenlipotentiary of
their Britannic and Catholic Majesties, int virtue of our respective fall
powers, lave signed the res ent convention and have affixed thereto the
seals of our arms.

CAIRMARTHEN, & c.
DON BEW1NARW1O LEL CAMPO, &c., &c.

JULY 14, 1786.

No. 2.

BIITrIsir CONTSULATr,
Leon, October 24, 1ST?.

Sill: A complaint has been nade to the government of her lBritannic
Majest), bry tile State of Nicaragua, against her Majesty's superintendent
at 13clize. ill conisequence of certain proceedings on the part of' the latter,
which took pllace at San Juanl in tile month of August, 1841, well an
officer of the Nicaragua government was removed from that port, taken
onlboard her Majesty's ship Tweed, and subsequently landed at the
Cape Gracias a D)ios. Nothing can be further from the wishes of her
Majesty's goverilvrielnt than that the conduct of anly British officer should
give cause of collmplaillt to a friendly State; and therefore I, as the repre-
sentative of' Great Britain in Central Anierica, have been desirous, since
iny arrival at this capit:', to avail myself of the opportunity to treat on
ttle subJect of'the occurrences at San Ju-van, under the pleasing conviction
that, after a calin and imiipartial examiniation of the facots connected waith
thiein, the supreme government of Nicaragua will perceive that the pro-
(eedings of Coloneel MacLoald on that occasion did not originate, as it
has heemi alleged, ill anly intention to give offence to the State of Nica-
ragna, or rudely to interfere with its authorhiy. The pri.nlcipal ground of
comlnpainit on tke part of Nicaragua, is tile infraction of the territory alleged
to belong to that State; but it is the belief of her MAajesty's government
thlat tie place whence SeFlor Quijano was removed was Mosquito ter-
ritory, and( not Nicaragua territory; and it is a fact well deserving of no-
tice, as tending to conifirryi thiis belief, that since the year IS31, the
Cential American authorities have removed their public offices frorn the
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north to the south side of the port of San Juan, where they occupy build-
ings belonging to Sefior Zapata, a British subject. With regard to the
ignorance whiAl] the government of Nicaragua professes concernin- the
existence of the State of Mosquito, that government probably forgets that
somne years ago I announced to the general government of Central America
the fact that Great Britain recognised the State of Mosquito, and that she
would not see with indifference the usurpation of the territory of a State
wvith which she has been on terms of close alliance for a long series of
years. Spain herself, moreover, when she was in possession of these
countries, publicly recognised the Mosquito nation, especially on a cer-
taini occasion, still fresh in the memory of many persons who}1 are yet
living, when the Indian Mosquito Prince Estevali visited San Salvador
and Guatemala in 1797, an(d. was everywvhere received with the honors
and ceremonies due to a King by the order of the Spanish authorities,
who defrayed all the expenses. According to the evidence to be found
in the Briti:,h colonial archives, which are accessible to the public, the
place whence Senor Quijano was removed by Colonel Macdonald was
Mos(quito territory, andi not Nicaragua territory; and the government of
her Majesty has been credibly informed that the persons and property of
British subjects were placed in jeopardy by the acts and conduct of said
QuliJano; and as Colonel Macdonald was perfectly well aware that her
Majesty's government would never tolerate. the least usurpation of
authority in the territory of' a State wvhiiclh has lived under its protection
for nmore than a century, lier Majesty's government sees no tangible cause
to ,justify the State of Nicaragua in claiming compensation.

It is true tkat the government of her Majesty would have preferred the
usual custom of representing to the government of Nicaragua the im-
proper conduct of its functionaries; but the government of her Majesty
would iast have considered itself justified in persisting to expose the per-
sons and the property of British subjects to outrage. The Nicaragua
agent in San Juan was looked uepon as a person so utterly unfit to be in-
trusted with any kind of authority by the supreme government, that to
this fact may be attributed, in a certain measure, the results which unfor-
tunately followed. Tile government of her Majesty has issued instruc-
tions for exacting from tile government of Nicaragua an acknowledgment
of tihe grounds upon.which Mr. George Bell and four other British sub-
jects, connected with the company of Segoria in London, were, in the
month of September, 1841, forcibly detained by the authorities of this
State; it having been represented to her Majesty's government that the
illegal detention of these individuals, one of whom died in confine-
mnent, had been determined upon by the authorities of Nicaragua by
way of retaliation for what had taken place at San Juan the preceding
month; buat from the explanations given by the supreme government of
Nicaragua on this subject to the British agents in Central America, pre-
viously to my return to this country, I am disposed to look upon the
detention of Mr. Bell and his companions as an act of indiscretion on
the part of a subordinate officer ill Acoyapa, at variance with the wishes
and intentions of the supreme government of Nicaragua, which seized
the very first opportunity to rectify the error. It only remains for me now
to assure the supreme government of Nicaragua that any assistance it
may require from her M~ajesty's government in order to facilitate the ami-
cable settlement of any dispute in which it may be involved with its .ieigh-
bors, will be most [cheerfully] given at all times, since the government of
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her Maijesty has no other object in view than to see other States and nations
at peace- with therniseives and with their neighbors, and in the full enjoy.
niet(ntoI free institutions and a flon rishi hg trlde.

I have the honor to remain your most obedient, humble servant,
FR.'Dlq-)! R1C'1C C1'IA`PIF',lD:[l,

Cbnsul General in Cecntral Azlerica.
To the SEC RETARY G(ENERAL

of the Supreine Gover7nment of ti/e State of Aicaragua.

BRItIrsrrs CONSULATE GENERAL,
Leon, November 15, 1842.

7'o the Principal Secretary of tie/ Suprente Gover7nzent of the State of
Nicaragua:

Srn: 'IThie answer wVhich you have been directed by the supreme gov-
ernment of Nicaragua to return to my conimunication of the 24th ultirrmo
has been received, and I now propose to reply to those points which seem
to demand immediate notice. I shall, however, carefully abstain from
rmzakinlg any assertion that is not susceptible of the closest scrutiny, and
avoid thie use of all expressions which can in any way be looked upon as
either inrelevant or indecorous in a correspondence of this character. The
ground111s uLp)on1 which the supreme government of Nicaragua rests its preten-
sions to a territorial right to the left coast of the river San. Juan del ANonte is
not aL question for IIe to discuss. I shall therefore lim-nit mv remarks to the
two principal points about which the government of Nicara-iia is desirous
to ob)taili infimriiation.

irsitly. What is the nature of the alliance between Great Britain and
the Alosquito nation ?

Secodldy. Upon what foundation does her Majesty's government base
its opinion that the south side of the port of San7 Juan del Norte is Mos-
quito and not Nicaragua territory ?
The aniswver which I intend to give to these interrogatories will, I be-

lieve, remove all donlbts as to the correctness of the views presented ii
.my note of the 24th ultitno, arid satisfy your government that the opinion
of her Majesty's ministers in maintaining that the State of Nicaragua has
no just cause to claim compensation for what took place at San Juan in
the month of August, 1841, is proper and consistent. The first direct
communication between the English and the Mosquito Indians appears
to have taken place some time before 1 670, when a British settlement was
already in existence on the Mosquito coast as a dependency of Jamaica,
and the most friendly and intimate relations were established between
the latter and the neighboring Indians. In the course of this year, the
rights of Great Britain to that coast were secured by a treaty with Spain,
which was signed in Madrid on the eighteenth day of July, 1670. In
the year 1687, or thereabouts; while the finke of Albermarle was governor
of Jamaica, the Mosquito Indelians made a formal cession of their territory
to the King of England, fiorn whom the Indian King received his com-
mission as a gift, under the b:)road seal of that island. Since that period,
it fiazs been customary for the King's governors, on their accession to
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power, to repair to Jamaica, for the purpose of doing homage into the
hands of the governor of that colony. In 1733, the Mosquito chiefs and.
the soldiers under their command wvent over to Jamaica to assist the
British forces against the Marrones. A British agent was assigned, fromn
time to time, by the governor and council of Jamaica, to supvrinteiid the
settlemnents in the Mosquito territory; and the appointment of such func-
tioniaries is mentioned regularly during the last thirtythree years of Brit-
ish occupancy in that country. The last superintendent who hladl been
sent there, in 1776, was removed, together with thie troops and British.
settlers on the coast, in consequence of a treaty between Great Britain
and Spain, which wvas signed in London on tIle 14th of July, 1786.
Notwithstanding the abandonment of the Mosquito coast by Great Britain,
the government of Old Spain never assuined more than a mere norninal au-
thority over the territory, which has remained in possession of the Indians
ever since. Since the power of Spain in this hemisphere and the obliga-
tiois of the treaty have ceased to be in force, the former relations of
friendship and commercial alliance between England and the Mosquitos
have been re-established, and the ancient custom of crowning the kings of
Mosquito within the territorial boundaries offreat Britain has been permitted
to be resumed. Whcla may be the object of the government of Nicaragua in
striving to mantain that the Mlosquiito nation was not only formerly, but is
actually at present, subject to Spain, it is not my purpose at present to in-
quire. The inference to be drawn, however, fromn the peculiar modte of
reasoning that government has adopted in order to establish this fact,
cannot, in my opinion, redound greatly to the interest of Central Armerica.
If a mere declaration on the part of Spain, unacconimpanied by any act of
occupation or of authority over the Alosqluito territory, can confbr upon
that country: the exalted right of sovereignty which the goverimnient of
Nicaragua assumes for it, and if the fact that Spain never has, either
directly or indirectly, recognised the independence of this nation, tends
to enhance that right, it follows necessarily that C entral America, wrvhose
forinal submission to tle Crown of Spain cannot be called into question,
and whose independence has never to this day been recognized by that
power, must, at this very moment, also be subject to the Spanish moil.
archmv.

r1The two cases you have been pleased to cite to prove the depienderncy
of the Mosquito Indians upon Spain are not, in my opinion, entitled to
much consideration. If an Indian soldier from the frontier were to be
coiivicted of having bartered away the independence of his nation, be-
cause he happened to have intermarried into a Nicaraguan family, whose
daughter was probably given to him with the hope of securing their prop-
erty against his predatory attacks, during one of which the young lady
herself had been carried away-if, I say, this soldier were to be pro-
nounced guilty of having made a transfer of the independence of his na-
tion, in consequence of this alliance, it would be impossible to say what
is the precise relation or dependence of any country in regard to others.
As you have omitted to specify the exact period when Spanish authority
was in force on the Colorado or Black river, I take it for granted that the
date to which you refer is that subsequent to the removal of tile British
superintendent, after the treaty of 1786, from tile place where the English
had erected a small lkrtress, which, being abandoned by the British set-
tlers, was clandestinely taken possession of by the Spaniards: the latterI
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however, wore immediately driven away by the Indian general Robinson.
Many instamces might he menttimied. when Spain fairly admitted the itude.
pendeint existence of the Mlosqtiito nation; but, as the infirence which I
have (drawvn froirt the fact that the Mosquito lndian prince Estevan had
beeti received by the Spanish authorities of this ancient lingdom, in
1797, wvith legal honors, has been disputed, II will mention, for vouir in-
formation, a ranch stronger case, addhig thereto the late, without which
the narrative would not be sufficiently intelligible.

In 1807, thle cannibals on the borders ofTruijilLo rebelled, and fled inlto
the Mos(quito territory; the Spanish authorities pursued and captured
them, anid complcled them to go back again, along wvith several native
Indians whom they had taken prisoners. TIle last mentioned king,
(Estevall,) wh), at tledeath of the Indian King George, had been mnade
King Regenit, dispatched a communication to Colonel B3allegos. the of-ficer
in comlmand at Trurjillo, threatening to send an expedition to burn that
place, aend to wlage war into the country beyond the frontier if the Wos-
quitos were not immediately restored to their ho0mes. Ballegos forwarded
this communication to the President of Guateinala, who forthwith ordered
them to be set at liberty ancd to be conveyed beyond the line, where they
were received by commissioners from the Mosquito chief, who, at the re-
quest of the Spanish officer, gave a written acknowledgment of their
return. This corresponden-ice, as xvell as what took place on other occa-
sionis between the Spanish and Mosquito authorities, was conducted ac-
cording to the usages of independent States. As a further proof that, in
other countries, the Mosquito Indians are looked upon as an indepenldent
nation, I am enabled to sholwr, that in the year 1S40 a Prench gelntlerrian
of tile name of Gracee wrote to thle Mosquito king for permission to occupy
certain lands which he had sold many years before to a French company
in Paris; and that in the month of July, 1841, Sefior AnItonio Ekscal/ao,
commanding the New Grenada settlements in Stan Adr&lS, addressed a
communication to Frederick Charles Robert, king of the Mosquito nation,
asking for the surrender of sundry fugitive negroes who had gone over
into his territory. I again repeat the fact, so rudely denied by the cabinet
of Nicaragua, that the Ibderal government of Central America was in-
fomrled by me, several years ago, of the recognition of the Mosquito na-
tion bV her Majesty's governm-lent.

I shall now proceed to explain, in the second case, the grounds upon
which hier Majesty's government kas based its convictions, that the south
or meridian side of the port of San Jlan del Aorte is Mosquito territory,
and not Nicaragua territory. The ditrmensionjs of the coast of' Mosquito
proper are believed to be comprised within the degrees 100 30' and 160
10' of north latitude, and S30 37' and SPG of west longitude. Since the
country has been known to Europeans, the Mosquito Indianlls have always
possessed and enjoyed this area of land, without the least interference on
the part of any other people to their native rights of holding it. Retbrence
might be made to the various accounts of the boundaries of the Mosquito
coast, coniprising sketches of the condition of the people, the amount of
native population, and the rjumber of British settlements along the coast,
suhal as have beedn given from timrie to time bv different British superin-
tendents; but the following extract from an official notice of the council
of Jamaica on the subject, dated the 15th. day of Jutly, 1774, wili suffice
for my present purpose:
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" To his lonor Lieutenant Governwo Dalling'r:
cc We find it difficult to give any cxact definition of the limits an ' ex-

tlnsionl of the Mosquito coast. 'Th'he cape of Gracias 'a Dios, to the 15th
degree of north latitude, is recognized as the centre of the seacoast, wvhiich
runls from Cape H-londluras to thle small stream or northern branch of the
chainlel of the river &n Jeaz d~e lN'icaragua, about ISO leagues; and the
distant mountains which constitute the limits of the Spaniish territories
iiiay tbe considered as forming the boundary linle of the interior. Th'lere
are various wvorks in which the precise boundaries are set down; but I
think it only necessary to mention one, whose testimiony upon. this sub-
ject at least cannot be suspected of partiality towards thle Mosquitos. I
alluide to the historian of the kingdom of Guatemriala, D)on Domingo Tu-
arros, wvho, inI page.52, vrol. 1, describes two provinces situated between
the districts of' Nicaragua and Comavagtia, inhabited by uncivilized In-
diatis, who lhe says are alternately called Jicagues, Mosquitos, and 'Sayll-
bos; which provinces, he adds, extend all along the Atlantic coast, from
thle Agnan. river to that of S an Tuant del Norte I-Having this shown. that
a perfect alliance has existed for nearly txvA hundred years between the
government of hier Alajesty and tlhe people of Mosquito, and, moreover,
that tier Majesty's government has good reasons for believing that the left
shore of the mouth of Sanl Juani is Mlosqulito and not Nicaragua territory,
all that remains tbr me to do is to recorntmend a little more caution to thle
govlernmellt of Nicaragua for the future, so that it may not ,again presume
to impute motives of action to the British govern1nient ior which there is
not thle slightest foundation. Ini fact, thle expression that tlie govern '.t
of hier Alajesty has descended so far as to resort to subterfuge in order to
avoid the fulfilment of obligations towards the government of Nicaragu a,
is so utterly absurd that it disarms the anger which such an illmputation
would otherwise have excited. In order to prevent at all times andl in all
cases the least equivocation or misconstruction as to the intentions of her
Majesty's governiment in regard to the Mosquito nations, on the part of
those evil-disposed persons who are striving without eftlct, I believe, to
foment feelings of malevolence against Great Britain and British subjects in
this country, I here declare mny conviction that hier Majesty's government
simply desires that the chief of thRe Mosquito nations shall exercise 4his
power like one who rules supreme over his own territory, receiving the
protection of her Majesty's government against foreign aggression, and, as
a necessary consequence of that protection, the benefit of its counsel in all
those matters where advice is considered necessary.

I lhave the honor to remain, sir, vour most obedient servant,
"FFREI)DERICK CHATFIED,11,),

" Contsul Genieral in Central America.

"P. S.-The collection of documents which accompanied your com-
munlication of the 10th instant are herewith returned.

"F. C."
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I'iaoti the Seret1ary, General (f the government of Nicaraqma to Frederick
Cltd/ield, Comsil Ge;neiral qf Great B7itain.

GOVERNMEINT Housr,, LEoN,
Nlovemnber 15, 1S42.

Sin: Uncder date of the 71th instaant I said to you as follows:
" Thc spr1plere go0vernnelt of tile State of Nicaraguna has received your

esteemedcn(011]111Uu1lication of the 24th ultim1o, in which you state that her
Britannic MAtijesty's governlmient had been informed of the complaint
argailist tile conduct of Colonel Macdonald, tile superintendent of Belize,
towards the administrator, Colonel Mfanuel Qui jano, at tile port of Sau
Ji.ian del Norte, in this State, and is highly satisfied to learn that, as you
deh(,lred verbally to tihe supreine director, the settlement of this affair
hiai zig beeml ilitrusted. to you; you had begin it by writing, inasmuch as
the gnverizznent lopes, frin tIhe evident, justice of the cause of Nicaragua,
that it will receive the effective satisfaction anid indemnification to which
it is entitled. With this object, one of tihe supreme conmlissioners will
call on you this morning, in order to dissipate the ob-jections which
yoU UNrge, il) yoUr esteenmed note above mienitionted, to the complaintts so
justlv advance ed. lby this government, and to obtaini from you, as the rep.
resezi tative of Great Britain in this affair, the equitable settlement of a
question so interesting to the maintenance of reciprocity between the two
nations. "
In the confidence inspired by your official communication to this

supreme government th-at you had come expressly to treat on the affair
mentioned in the previous niote from this department, the licentiate Pedro
Zeledon and Senor Gregorio Juares were appointed as commissioners to
developl its views anid expose everything which might tend to remove
your obligations to the recognition of the justice of the cause of Nicaragua,
by a quiet and impartial examination of the question. But those coni-mis-
saries have this day informed the supreme executive power that on enter-
ing into the business, you had assured that all you had to say was
expressed in your above-mentioned note of the 24th ultimo, and you had
thus declined to discuss the question.

'Fhie supreme government of the State of Nicaragua, on learning from
you that her Britannic Majesty's government had confided to you the
examination of this question, was persuaded that you ilad instructions for
its settlement; and although the umost expeditious mneans of doing so would
be that proposed by the coninissaries, as you do not choose to discuss the
matter with them, I can only repeat the evidence of the positive rights of
this State to the satisfaction and identification which it has more than
a year since asked fromn her Britannic Majesty, in a statement supported
by documents, dated tIhe 16th of October of last year, which is answered
by your assurance that you had been charged to examine and treat upon
this question impartially, as given in your esteemed note above mentioned.

In that note you say " nothing can be further from tile desires of her
Majesty's government than that the proceedings of any British officer
should give cause of complaint to a friendly State;" and the Nicaraguan
government adds, that nothing shouldI be further from the intention of
Queen Victoria's cabinet than to assert the right of territorial possession,
in favor of the Moscluitos, to the place from which Colonel Manuel Qui-
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jatno, the administrator of the port of Sari Juan del Norte, was driven, in
order to free itself fioro the responsibility which it has contracted in con-
se(jIlilece of thle proceeditigs of its subaltern, the superinterndcnt of B3elize,
townards a functionary of this State.
For this reason, in tile comrmrriunication to his Excellency the Minister for

Foreign Affairs, it was sa-id that whatsoever error may have been corm fitted
by time administrator, Quijarno, ill his altercations in writing anid inl words,.
with the superintendent of Belize, they did not authorize the latter to
constitute himself the superior of tile functionary, and, without any previ.
oes communication with this supreme government on the subject of the
pretensions of tile (so called) Kinig of tile Mosquitos, or of thre complaints
of the American or British subjects against that person, to remnove-from
his position by force, and with violation of the Nicaraguan territory, the
officer employed by thle latv,and subject exclusively to the instruction anld
direction of' this supreme government. g

Thlle governmnenrt of Nic-aragua has the strongest grounds fordenying
the existence of the Mosquito State. You, sir, know that sovereignty is
essential to such existence; anid that time Mosquitos do niot possess this
requisite, is proved by. the declaration of' thle King of Spain oln thre ,5th of
January, 1785, in thle following decisive words: Trhle Mosquito Indians
inhahiting one of the provinces of Guatemala have been vassals of the
Crowir of Spain ever since tire conquest and reduction of those doillin-
ions; arid although they some timlie ago yielded to tihe assistance and
instigations of' certain Eniglish adventurers, who established themselves
furtively among theilr, tirey have several times solicited to be allowed to
return under thre dominionl of Spain, arnd it -was fillaity conceded to them
that they should be kiiidly admitted to the reconciliation which they
desire.
"The rebellion of the Nlosquitos -was also aided by the insurrection of

many negro slav.es belonging to the Killn, anid to private proprietors iil
thle king-dom of Guaterrrala, who flying to the recesses of the mountains,
united themselves with those Indians, and. made common cause with
thern and with the English intruders on their territory, in order to main-
tain the liberty which they so much desired.
"From these indubitable facts it may be inferred, evidently, that the

Mu.squito Indians and the Sanibos united with are subjects of Spain, and
that this monarchy has the ancient right of sovereignty over then,
especially as they have never, since their rebellion, been acknowledged
as independent, either expressly or. tacitly, but, on the contrary, they have
been obliged to implore pardoir for their fault of insurrection, and others
committed against their legitimate government, offering in return to expel
the English anid all other intruders from their territory. Those offers are
substantiated by formal acts," &c.

Ill consequence of this ancient right ofdominion, the Spanish authorities
established anrd sustained ports and settlements on the Mlusquito coast,
at Bluefields river, Black river, and Cape Gracias a Dios. At the second of
these places there was a large population and a garrison, with its com-
mnandant, establishled by the Spanish government: the name of the officer
who performed these functions is now before us; he was Don Antonio
Echeverrias. At Cape Gracias a l)ios was an administration of the treas-
ury, at the head. of which was Don Jose Arisay Torres-first with eight



Doc. No. 75.
hundred dollars, and afterwards one thousand six hundred and fifty dol.
lars of annual salary .

'There are o-their ininmerable arts proving the relation and dependence
of tile Mosquitos on tile S'pallish alithorities, especially in tlhis Slate,
arongh,vilici oniyhavbe padded the marriagenf their chief, (Carlos aastilla,)
at tile en of the last cenl-tury, to I)oDnna Maria Rodriguez, of the district
of Chiartales, hll(ose eldest son1 obtained( the grade and pay of captain
under the Sp)anish governi-nent, whose tutor was the govecrinor inten(lait
of this province, whvo wvas a stildent in tile T'ridellttinelSeillinory of this
city, anid, ill the year IS27, served amiongr the troops Or the supreri ie chief
of this State, D)un A.anuel Antonio (.Cen(la, under the republican Systctn.

Otn these firing grounds, the national constitultion of 1.824 s-ays, in its
fifth article: 'I'PThe territory of this republic is the sarne formerly corn-
prisu-l in the old kingdomn of Guateii-ala, with ti te exception, for the
presc nt, of the province of CIliapas." 'P'ie constitution of this State, on
the 12th of November, 1838, declares, ill its secorid article: "' The terri-
tory of the State is the samic as fbrtrierly cormprised ill thle province of
Nicaramlia. Its liimlits are: on the east Vincl northeast, the Caribbean sea;
oIl the north and northwest, the State of Honduras; oln thle wrest and
south, tile Pacific occan; and on the southeast, the State of Costa Rica.
The lines dividing it from the other adjoining States shall be deteriiuined
by a law, which siall forn a part of thiis constitution.." It is, therefore,
evident thalt neither Spain, nor *Ccntral Armerica, nor iNicaragua, hais
recognfised any Mosqtito TPerritorv, or State, though they cultivated
fri-enldship With those fndianis anid t1hueir chiefs wvithl a view of civilizimig
then, and that the consideration so freqLuen tys1sowvn by the Spa ishI aiU-
tihorities for the Mosquito Indiana you call 'a prince were by no mlleanis
proofs of recognition.

For these reasons, all documents wrhiclh have been produced fromn the
British coloniial archlives, without notice to or infort-ation fromn the au-
thorities of NicaragLuat arid other Central American States, are rnull, and
the opilliolns which the B3ritish government founded upon them are erro-
neous, as that government could never have meant to recognise as a
State a horde of savalges, wvanting all the constituent principles of a sov-
ereign society, and especially a constitution, such as to give them. legiti-
mately a formi and 'I'erritory. What is luere submitted to your enl ightened
judgmrnct will siff-ice to convince you lhow trivial aznd illegal are thle
grounds onl which the high and respected government of her Britannic
Majesty has been made to believe in thle existence of a Mosquito State
with a king anid a Tl.'erritory. But although certain British subjects tmay
have endeavored, for their own interests, to legitimize their pretensions to
certain points on the coast inhabited by the Mosquitos, and have pre-
pared. a dispute onl those points of the Nicaraguan and Central American
territory, there can be ito question as to the port of San Juan del Norte, in
this State, from which the administrator, Colonel Quijano, was removed.
The idea that the Mosquitos could pretend to have a right to a point

comprehended in that port itself, is not a declaration wvihich could have
excluded it from the domninion and ancient possession by Nicaragua in its
whole extent. T'he population, the preservation of the authorities, the
trade, the use of the lands, waters, and other properties of the port, are
the means by which its possession has been administered and enjoyed by
this State; and thus anry order to transfer offices frorn one part to another
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withuinl the samie port, in place of' rendering the administrative right of
this suprerne government doubtful, serves to confi rn it.

I repeat., that to allege an opinion. ill favor of this right of the Mosquitos
to a part of the port of San Jaan is not a legal.declaration, Euch as would
have preceded the act of violence cornimnitted by the superintendent of
Bclizo, and have authorized him to act with ant armed force upon a terri-
tory possessed by Nicaragua openly before the world, and to remove its
administrator.

It is a pritiriple universally recognised, that the functionaries of every
country are subordinlate exclusivelv to the inspection, judgment, an(d
proceedings of th-eir respective governments; anid consequently the sliglht-
est usurpation of thlese rights ly mlly oflic.er of any other nation is an
attack uponI the sovereignty of the other, and a horrible crime.

In vain has the sulperintedll(let said, wliat you state in your coinmmuti-
.cation, that the powers and property of British subjects were in danger,
wvhien he hiniself, iii his report of the 15th. of August of last year, specifies
no one act slowing any serious risks to wvilich they were exposed, nor
accomlpauics it by any proof of the delintquen-cy said to have been com-
nmutted by Colonel Quijano, as you may see by the incontestable dou-
eients which thie co-mmissioner Zeledon is charged to present to you,
and which you will please to return to mne.

Bat, if thle superintetiide.it had possessed any proofs of any offensive
act towards the foreigtiers residing at the said port, and therefore subject
to the laws of this State, in case hie was authorized to represent theri, he
should have addressed his complaint, with the1 proofs, to thlis supreme
governirient for its determlination. Thle compensation which you coIn-
sider just, oln the supposition that Mr. George Bell and other Englishmen
were detainedd, in retaliation for the proceedings of the superintendent of
Belize, iii the last vylar, at Acoyaipa, by the authorities of that place, is of
itself itiarimissible, as tVe only reason of their detention was their leaving
entered in anl illicit and secret manner by the Rio Mico to Catagua, a port
not police for intercourse; and all thiat was done by the authorities of
that place, in consequence of this infraction of the laws prohibiting comn,
nmerce ini that wvay, was to keep then in custody until a resolution coutMd
be taken onl a petition which they addresserl through the eastern prefe-w
ture. 'The executive replied thlatt they should retire to ports open to foreign
commerce ; and so fitr fiomn their hlavilng sufferr.d any i1n3Ury from tihe
said authorities, no obstacle at all wvas placed in the way of their i-nme.
date return, thoughtL,hey had cmt)n itted a punishable dehinqnu6cy.
rTjlis will cotnvince you Cally thatt there was no such confinement, mrnc.h
less that the death of either of thl)se persons was occasioned by SUCiL
pullishiment.

This. p~tint beim.-g settled, I ohs !rvc that you also say that the pretended
Mosquito State is under the alliance an-d protection of her Britantuic Ma-
jesty. You know thait anl alliance is counteracted by a treaty, alid that
the protection to b. affmrle1 to an ally cannot exceed the limnitsof justice.
Nowv at what time, between what sovereigns, by what agents, at what
place, was concluded a compact of this strict alliance between the B3ritishi
government anid the pretended Mosquito King.? To what courts in the
world has this cotripact been. communicated? What copies of it hlave
been sent to the cabinets of Central America? None. Nor do yon sayy
that it has been communicated to the national government.

3
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Evenl slpposing this to have been done, the pwrotcction, as I have saiid,

cUJld llOt exceed the limits of justice; and thus, under thle convictions
that the means of drinking complaint in the case is that not only usual but
also proper among nations, tile superinlendent shorild have adopted it.

Still less are fIreign functionaries allowed to enter into all exaynination.
of the personal qualities of the peersons eruployed in other countries, as
this belongs Cexclusively to the governments of those countries whose
laws prescribe their conduct, an1d the puniishmlients to which tnley are to
be suihjected.
This sacred conservative principle of hamiony has been set aside by

Colonel Alexander Macdoniald. her Britannic Majesty's superintendent
at Belize.
The Supreme government of the State of Nicaragua, tinder these cir-

cumistances, requires of you, sir, thie imopartial examination and equitable
decisionn of this interesting question, so important to the cause of recipro-
city 1ctwveenl tile two nations.

I have tile honor to be, sir, your most obedient servant,
SIMON OROSCO.

Froin Ote Secretary General (!f the rrorernment of Nkcarazuza.

GOVERNATENT HousrE,
Leo-i, Nomember 19, 1842.

Sin: On the morning of the 16th instant I received your esteemed
communication, dated on the preceding day, in answer to one of tihe I Oth
from this department, remarking on the refusal of your government to
render itself responsible for the separation and indemnification claimed by
my government in consequence of the conduct of Alexander Macdonald,
the superintendent of Belize, towards Colonel Malnuel Quijano, thle ad-
mimmistrator of the port of San Juan del Norte, in this State; and I have to
!notiCe your error in supposing that you have been asked for inform-lation
as to the alliance between Great Britain and thic so-called Mosquito State,
and as to the grounds upon -which. her Britannic Majesty's government
considers that aany point ini the port of San Juan del Norte is Mosquito
territory ancd not Nicaraguan, and if this supreme government were not
Certain thatt there is no Sulch alliance, and that tl-e port belongs to it enl-
tirely, and in all Its ports n full dominion and possession.
You insist upon the assertion that her Britannic Majesty is the ally of

the Mosquito King, and you now found your assertion upon the statement
that the earliest permanelit commerce between the English and the Mos-
quito Indians appears to have been before the year 16570, whent a British
establishment already existed on tile Mosquito coast as a dependency of
Jamaica, and an intimate commerce and alliance was established between
that power and the neighboring Indians.
The supreme government of the State of Nicaragua will, for a moment,

admit this hypothesis, and will analyze it in all its circumstances, its
nature, and its results, and it will then be seei lflow absurd it is to con-
sider it as the positive origin of a strict alliance between her Britannic
Majesty anxd thle pretended Mosquito King.

If those English going from Jamaica, in place of presenting themselves
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inl thJC thlickl7 p(eopleCd potits of the kingdomll, introduced themselves into
thle said coast, suchl introducttion wvas clIandestinie. As it docs not appear
thlat tlhey obtained the permission of the Spanish govertirnent of that day,
thev thulls contravened the prohibitory laws established by that govern.
nient, and tihereiore colmnlmitted a crime which exposed them to the penal-
ties prescribed(l by the laws.

If you could have proved that the commercial establishment had been
fortmled vitll the p)ri-nission of that government, it would have given thern
no further advantage titan that of the trilling traffic which they might
hlave carried on with a horde of savages, Consuming only a few of flie
coarsest articles, and in no way (lid it give then the essential right of an
intimate alliance. Ac(cording to the principles recognized by the lavs of
nations and tle i sages of liploomacy, negotiations and treaties can be
condulcted only through agents formally accredited by sovereigns; and
these intrudingy merchants were no more diplomatic agents of thle British
government thall the Mosquito Chlief wras at sovereign. That this Indian
was tnt a sovereign youL yourselffadmit when you say that the rights of
Great Britain were iin the samne year secured to her by a treaty -with Spain,
signed on the 1 Gth of July, 1670, at MIladrid. rihe sovereignty thus
recogiseod by Great Britain over the said coast, refitted and annulled the
CeSSion which, as you say, wias made by the LMosquitos to the governor
of Jarnraica ilt I 687, as well as the subsequent. dispositions of the British
govcrnirnetIt. You tihus nost strangely assert that these people, consid-
ered as allies of G;reat Britain in 1670, appear as the subjects of the
governor of Jamaica seventeenl years afterwards-in 1687. Thle acts by
which the IMosquitos wtote obliged to render services, and the British
establishments and superiintendent 'were miaintaitned down to the year
1776, were therefore acts of complete usurpation. kor this reason it was
established by.thte sixth article of the definitive treaty of peace between
tile inoniarcis of'Great Britain and Spnin, in September, 1783, that-
" vi .-Thne intention of tile twro highil contracting parties being to pre-

vent, as mluch as possible, all tile causes of conmplaitit and misunderstand-
ing heretofore occasioned by the cutting of wood for dyeing, or logwood,
and several Enihlisli settlentents havin- been formed and extended under
that pretence, u.pon the Spanish continent, it is expressly agreed that his
Britaninic Majesty's subjects shall have tile right of cutting, landing-, and
carrying, way lowxvood, in thle district lyill)etween the river Wallis, or
Ilelize, and Rio H-londo, taking tue course of the said two rivers for un-
alterable boundaries, so as that tue navigation. of' then be common to both
nations, to wit: by the river Wallis or Belize, frorn the sea, ascending as
far as opposite to a lalke or inlet Wthichi runs into the land and forms an
istititius, or tieck, with another similar ittlet wiich comes from the side
of Rio Nuevo or Newv river; so that the line of separation shall pass
straight across the said isthmus, and nieet another lake formed by the
water of Rio Nuevo, or New river, at its current. Tle0 said, line sitall
continue with the course of Rio Nuevo, descending as far as opposite
to a river, the source of which is tmarked in the map, between Rio Nuevo
and Rio 1Hondo, and which entpties itself into Rio Hondo; which. river
shall also serve as a contioit boundary as far as its junction Withi Rio
Hondo; and front thence descending, by Rio 1Iondo, to the sea, as the
whole is marked in thle map wvitich the plenipotentiaries of the two Crowins
have tltought proper to mnake use of for ascertaining the points agreed
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p-,to tle en(dl that a goodi Corresfporicdlce may reign between the two

nations, anlld that the wlisi (vorkniimi, cuttft'l.s, and laborers nay not
trespass fron anll uicertaintv of the boundaries.

" The respective coIenissaVies shall fix 1ponl) colnvelnient places, iln thle
territory aho-e' marked out, in order that lis Britannic Nlai.jesty's sub.
jets employed ill thoe lelliig o' logwood(l m1y, Nvitholt iumteurrptiomm,
build thereill hIOust'. 'and mag-azines necessary f()r themselves, their finni-
lies, and th eir ellects; and his Catholic Maijsty assures to thuem- time en.
jovyment of all that is expressed ini the prese lit article; rocidu, l that these
sti pu latiotns shll llnot boe collsidered as deno-atinmg itt anywvise firom his
rights of sovereignty.

44 Therefore, all tlc 'Enlafish who may be dispersed iln ally other parts,
wih bher onl thre Spanish co timent, or inl .ally of tile islands wvhatsoever; de-
pendent on tIle aforenaidl Spanish conjtinoelnt,and for whatever reason it -nihlmt
be, without exception, si mall retire wvitlmiu the district Nvhi(lni has heemi
above described, inl the space of eighteein rniontls, to be coimputrtedl fronl
the exchangC of the ratificatiomis; and fnr this purpose or(lers shall be
issued Oil thle Part of' his r31'itan1)nic'i jMlaje-sty. His governors shall he or-
dered to grant to the E.nglish (lispersed every conveniences possible for
their removing to the settlerremit agreed upon by the present article, or for
their retiring-~'whereover they shl;l thwiink proper.

" lt is likewise stipulate(l, that if any fi)rtifications should actually have
been heretofo>rc erected within the limits marked out, his Briiammmic 'Ma-
jesty shall cause thein all to bec demnolishedl ; and ho will order his sub-
jeCt'S not to bluildl anv new oi)es. The English inhabitants who shall
settle there for the cuttiu, of' lowoord shall be permitted to enjoy a free
fishery f'or their suibsistncle, onl) the coasts of' the district above agrCed 01o,
or of the islands situated opposite thereto, without being ill allnYwise (is.
tillrbed onl that acconlint; prl-oideri they do not establish tilemmisel ves, in any
inannmer, onl the said islands.

Iti order to prevent such usurpations onl the Mlosquito coast, ill addi-
tionl to whlat theme is commprehlml(ieed iln the general terms o-)f the treaty of
Ver3ailles, it w'as specially decided in the treaty concluded betwecln tile
two goverutnents at London, ill July, I7Sti, that the FEnglish should
abandon that coast; and, in virtue of this, the settlers, troops, and siuper-
intendent were wvithdrawnm, as you confess. rTle sovereignty exercised by
the Spanishi government over the coast called by that iirnagilnal'y nlam4ue,
tile name of those lId ianms, was effective; and the riglits which the British
pretend to claim from amiitv, coniunerce, and intiaIte alliance wvith those
people, become null.
As such intimate alliance (lid not exist, it would not have been re-

newed, as you say it was, after the cessation of the power of Spain in this
hemisphere, because as it could oiily be counteracted by mneains of treaties
between sovereigns. Yvto confess that the treaty cooncluded between
thle Kings of England and Spain prohibited such relations between the
Ermglish and the Mlosquitos. It is clear that these Indians possessed no
sovereignty according to the views not onlly of thne Spanish government,
but also of the British, and that the latter could not contract anl alliance
with C.e pretended King of' the Mlosquitos; so that, as this alliance ziever
existed, it could not have been renewed.

What this supreme government has declared, anid you have admitted,
as to tile power of Spain over the coast called tile Mosquito coast, goes to
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proe fhatt the Mnsquitos have never been sovereigns, but have onfly
formed a small portion of the hdignrdoin of (nlaterniala, within whose limits
arc comrprised --according to thle Recopilarion (de hidias, book 2, title 15,
law (6, now ill force, so far as it. is itot contrary to existing institutionS,
declaritng that its govertinent should illcludcl, and its audience should
have for its district-<-- the said proin1Ce of CGuatemala, with those of
Nicaragua, (hiflapas, H-liggeras, Cabo de Holonduras, Vera Paz, and Loco-
comlisco, with the islands onl tile coast, bounded onl thc east by the prov-
ince of'Tierra Firma, on the west by that of New Qallicia, by the At-
laritic sea on thle north, and tile S, uth sea on the south."

rThcrse boundaries evidently embrace the coast iln question, anid colise-
queently the M~osq3 ito Indianis thereon dwlvellitig were inhabitants of the
sane 1kingdomn of (Thiatenala. All the docullitents cited in the answer
from this department of the 10th instant, atndc acknowledged by you in
your reply of the 16th, prove time authority exercised by the kingdom of
Guatemala over th ese fuople anld tile territory inhabited by them; anid
ther- is no dihfficiltv inl p-roving to you tmiat thme establishment onlBlack
river was in existenIce ini ISMI. The acts mentioned i)y you could not
give aimy rig-hts to the Mosquitos, and formi-nal measures were afterwards
talked to provide .in eflertive governm-rent for those coasts.

Time return stated by you to have been niade by the President of Guia-
temala of sonie Mosquito 111(1inns, who had been brought away as pri..
solvers with some Caribs to LJruxitlo, by the Commandant Yallegos, and
that they crossed tIe dividing linle at Matito, are circunistanices which,
although they might have occurred, as stated, prove clothing in favor of
the Nlosquitos, as all act of hmummanitv could niot be interpreted, in rigorous
justice, to thatt effect; iior were any boundaries ill question; nor did the
President have powers to agree upon anr which should alter those estab-
lished by the law of tlhe, whole kingdom.
The inistakAs cornmitted by certain subjects of France or of NTew

Grenada, in addressing thiemsetves to time pretended Mosquito Kinlg for
time restoration of negro slaves, does niot prove that tile goverm-nents of
those nations, anid( still less that (Glreat Britain, which had by solemnr acts
,disaarmed tile Iretenmded sovereignty it those Indians, could have recog-
nised this sovereignty as residing in their chief; possessiling a separate ter-
ritory.

'llis goverzameclt therefore had abundant grounds for denying that you
had a legal right to deccinre to time govermimenit of Central Arnewica, that
hier Biritannic Maijesty's -overninemmt recotniised time Mosquiton ation. As
that nation does niot exhit, so is time territory wholly imriaginary which is
claimed for them between the latitudes of 10O degrees 30 inilluites and 6
degrees 10 miminutes, anr(d time longitude of 83 deegrees :37 millutes anid S8
degrees. Equally devoid of validity are tile boundaries as set forti by
tIle coIunil of Jorriaica on the 16th of July, 1 7/4, in these words: " Of
the boundaries and extent of this country, we find it difficult to form a
precise ca: Cape Gracias a Dios, ill 15 degrees north latitude, is generally
rekoloned tdle centre of its seacoast, which is supposed to extend from
(atpe H11onlduras to the i.nrtieria brainell of' the l)esaguadero of Nicaragua,
about 180 leagues; and the distant mnoutmtains which bound the Spallish
territories behind may be considered as time island line."
This douminet inoreover justifies tire right of Nicaragua to time port of
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Sari Juan del Norte, as well as the following with regard to its establish.
rent as a. port of entry, andl its confirmation: "' With the object of ad-
Vanniirg the population and commerce of Camen island, his Majesty,
taking into consideration the report of the Marquis de Branciforte, viceroy
of Nes Spain, has been pleased to open the port contiguous to its fortress,
and to place it in the class of minor ports, mraiiting to it all the privileges
andi in-nrnurnities concefled by the decree of October IS, 1789, and the sub-
sequent orders respecting that class of ports. In order moreover that the
province of Nicaragua, arid others of the . ilgdom of Guatemala, distant
more than :300 laotges front the capital, and from the ports of Orona,
Santo Tomnas de Castilla, may carry a direct trade with the northern
country wvithout the inconvenience otherwise occasioned by the distance,
his Mlajesty has been pleased to open for commerce the port of Sari Juan
de Nicaragua, on the coast of the river of the same name, extending the
rights of entry for the present to the city; of Grenada, on the Like of Ni-
caraq'ua, towvhich point this river is navigable; so that all the liberties and
occupations granted to the port of San Juan may be enjoyed for the pre-
sent by the city of Grenada. I inform you of this order for its falfillnent.
May God preserve you inany years. Aranijuez, February 21}, 1796.

-" GORDOQU.U"
C To thse Governior Intendanzt of Nicarcrga.:

"The King has been informed of what you state in your letter of January
3, 1806, number 609, as well as iti your number 652, of tile 18th of Junie
of the same year, accompanying the document respecting the navigation
and commerce of the river of San Juan de Nicaragua, proposing thaat. it
should continue open as a port of entry, and that for the advancement of
the interests of the adjoining country, by clearing and cultivation of the
lands, the same privileges should be granted to its inhabitants which
-were allowed by the royal order of Novernher 20, i803, to the new settlers
on the Mosquito coast, exempting them also from duties anid tithes for teor
years on all the productions of the lands wvithmin ten leagues of the river ott
hstter of itdsides; and his Majesty, being well infornied on thie subjects
has been pleased to agree to the measures. proposed by you, and has
moreover resolved that endeavors should be made to increase the popuila-
tion in the vicinity of the shores of the said river of Nicaragua to the
number of not more than 300 inhabitants. All which l communicate to
you by royal order.
"MADRID, Mlarch 31, 1808.

KAZAxN7A. "

In possession of this port, the State of Nicaragua irk its constitution, ar-
ticle 2, says: cc The territory of the State is the same formerly comprised
in the province of Nicaragua; its fntuits are-on the east and northeast the
Caribbean sea, on the north and northwest the State of Honiduras, on
the vest and south the Pacific ocean, and on the southeast the State of
Costa Rica."
From all this it follows clearly that there is no alliance between the

Mosquitos and the British government, and that the belief entertained by
you, that the left bank of the San Juan at its mouth is Mosquito territory,
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and not Nicaraguan, is an absolute error, which cannot relieve you from
thie heavy responsibility which has been contracted in consequence of
the conduct of your subaltern, the superintendent of Belize, towards tile
administrator, (:colonel Manuel Quijano. I repeat, that the allegation in
favor of the right of the Mosquitos to the port of San Juan is not a legal
declaration, such as should have preceded the act of violence committed
,by tihe superintendent of Belize, and have authorized him to serve with
armed tbrce a territory possessed by. Nicaragua before the whole world,
and remove its administrator. This person was a functionary of the State
of Nicaragua, subject exclusively, as regards his conduct, to the investi-
gation. and determination by this supreme government, or by the tribunals
whlo were entitled to take cognizance of the case, in the order established
by the laws, which constitute the peculiar sovereignty of this country,
in all matters of government and justice, over its own subjects, with ab-
solute exclusion of all others.

If the officers of any one nation had the right to proceed against those
of another, because the former might conceive that the latter were acting
in a territory not belonging to their nation, the security of all the nations
of the earth would' be rendered dependent on the various opinions of their
respective functionaries, and universal anarchy wouli be the certain
consequence of so horrible a maxim. It cannot buit be far from the in-
tentions of her Britannic.Majesty's government, and from your intention,
to evade responsibility by such a subterfuge.
Mr. Superintendent Macdonald, beyond the limits of his establishment

at Belize, listening to complaints against the adniinistrator, Colonel Qui-
jano; deciding them according to his own judgment, using armed force,
and thus carrying that functionary as a prisoner on board the sloop-of-war
Tweed,and conducting him in his expedition alone the coast northward,
until he was set ashore at Cape Gracias a Dios, is.a usurpation, without
question or excuse, on the rights of sovereignty of the State of Nicaragua,
and a criminal act, which should be severely punished.
Such is the real object of the claim addressed by this supreme govert-

merit on the 16th of October of the past year to that of her Britannic Maj-
esty for satisfaction and -indemnification, of which this department villI
present an account so soon as the justice of its demand has been admitted,
as also for the .measures which should be adopted for the conduct of the
subalterns, who may pretend to imitate the superintendent of Belize.
The British govern mnet, from that time to the present, has not done jus-
tice to the State of Nicaragua; and you, sir, after declaring that you came
for that purpose,. are now retiring without effecting it.
For these reasons this suprerne government protests solemnly before

you, that so long as her Britannic Majesty's government shall not have
done justice in this State, Nicaragua does not hold herself responsible for
the result of the claims of that government or its agents, and that it will
pursue its claim until it should have been completely satisfied.

I am, sir, your obedient servant,
SINMON OROSCO.

To F. CHATFIELD, Esq.,
Consul General of her Britannic Majesty.
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DP,PARTMENT OF SECRETARY OFSUPnrE.M GoVERNErNT OF01' r
Sr.tTi- oF NICARAGUA, Leon-, December 6, 1842,

True copies:
OROSCO.'

No. 3.

T,'nslation of a cireulmr ad(h-ressed by Drm F. Castillon, the envoy of th&
States o>f Hondluias and ANicraga, at Brussel, to the foreiiryl 7nin-
isters.

BRUSsELS, &ptember 2, 1844.
As it has been stated in seve-al newspapers published in London, Paris,

and Brussels, that the naval forces of her Britannic MaJesty have occu-
pied the port of Bluefields, situated in the territory of Nicaragua, and I
have seen this confirmed by a letter written from Carthagena, in New
Grenada, on the t7th July last, I have considered it my duty, as the rep-
resehtative of the governments of Honduras and Nicaragua, to address to
his Excellency Iord Aberdeen the following comnmnunicatibn:

"It is stated in several newspapers published in laris, on the atuthorit'
of others which have aplpeared in your capital, that her Britannic Majes-
ty's forces have o(-ccupied the port of 'Bluefields, on the Atlantic coast of
the territorY 6f Nicaragua, in Central AmeriCa, Which has been known
Under the name of the Mosquito coast ever since 'the discovery of that
part of the New World. 1 have been unable to admnit the truth of this rc-
port, being, as I am persuaded, that the spirit of moderation and justice
presid6s over the acts of her Britannic Majesty's cabinet; and I confide
entirely in the sincerity of the unequivocal marls of friendship, and t'1e
coMnsideration Which ;it has 6ivtei to the C6ntral American States, never
since 'theY declared themselves free and independent of the mother coun-
try, by sustaining W;ith ardor the just cause of their emancipation. But
aS the act to which these newspapers refer may possibly have been com-
initted withdtit her Majesty's knowledge, as in tthe case of the occupation
of the island of Raatan in 1830, mnd subsequently in 183,% With respeCt
to which representations were respectfully made to the throne. of her Bri-
tannic Majesty itself, I have judged it proper to declare to your lordship, ini
My character of representative of the States of Honduras and Nicaragua,
that the governments of those States, being most anxious to maintain the
relations of good understanding and amiity so happily subsisting between
them and the government of her Britainhic Majesty, have especially in-
structed mne to cominnunicate frankly to your cabinet thejust title which
they have to the territory called the Mosquito territory, and the adjacent
islands on. the Atlantic, formerly comprised within the jnirisdiction of tihe
kingdom of Guatemala, afterwards recognised uwder the name of the re-
public of Central America; in order that, upon this full knowkl^dge of the
case,-your cabinet may admit, in the mot formal and solerun manner,
the right of those States to the said territory, and cause justice to be ob-
served towards them by your subaltern agents, and prevent then from
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being disturbed in the tranquil and lawful possession in which they have
continued for so lo'ng a period.
"It is, my lord, well known in. Europe that the Central Amneri6an (por-

tion 'of thl) continent belonged for more than three hundred years to the
King-of Spain, and that his rights in this territory were respected on the
Atlantic as well as on the Pacific coasts. The celebrated treaty of June
14, 1786, between that monarch and his Britannic Majesty, proves that
this doinnion was recognised on the part of Great Britain, as her sover-
eign, by the 11th article, engaged to give the most positive orders to his
subjects and other colonists, who had until that time enjoyed the posses-
sion of the territory, to bvaciiate the Mosquito countries as welt as the
continent in general, and the adjacent islands, withouteexception,vwithin
the term of six months, (sue article 12;) he, in return, obtaining the per-
mission to cut dye and other woods in the Belize territory) agreeably to
the limitations expressed ni the second article.
" It is likewise well known that this treaty was scrupulously observed

by the British government, so long as Central Arnerica remainred-under
the dominion of Spain; as also that in the constitution *of the. Spanish
monarchy promulgated in 19l2, it is declared by the 12th article, that
'Guateniala, withl the internal provinces of the east ahd of the west and
the adjacent islands in both seas, form parts of the Spanish dominions;'
nor was this ever questioned inaany way by any. Furopean power, al-
though King Ferdinand VII communicated to all of them, and particu-
larly to Great Britain, his resolution to accept that constitution; and the
answer to this cornmrlunication. was addressed at Carolton House on the
21st of April, I 820), and was published in the Moiteur of that year,
No. 143.
" It is, moreover, well known that the people of Central America; hav-

ilig recovered their sovereignty with the dominition and empire -of their
whole territory, has never ceded nor alienated in any way aiy portion of
its coast;. and so far from this, they declare ih the fifth article .of the first
constitutiill, published to the world in 1824, that the territory oft'ie re-
public is the same which formerly composed the old kingdom of Gua-
telr lla, (With the exception of the province of Chiapasj) boiinded, agree.
ably to the 6th chapter, title 15, of the 2d 'book of the Recopilacion de
Leges de 1Indias, (code of laws of the lndies,) on the east by the Audi-
encia of Tierra Firmna or the Escudo de Veragua, on the west by Mexico
or New Spain, by the Atlantic onl the north, and by the Pacific on the
South.

c' On these- principles have been written the books cf geography pub-
lished evei ill London, as well as the prospectus to the History: of OGa-
termnala, by the enlightened Amnerican, Don Jos6 de la Valle, presenting
the boundaries of Central America.

"Finally; it is 'as well known that on these same principles Sefior
Marcial Tebohia, minister plenipotentiary of Central America near your
cabinet in -1826, introduced -into the preliminaries of a negotiatioii,
which was unfoktunatwly frustrated by the delay of the' arrival of
tile new powers confided -to him for that purpose, an article, reserving
to British subjects the toncessibns-made 'to them in the treaty of 1783,
and the convention of 1786, already mentioned, upon the representations
of your goverinietit that this was necessary for its interests in that
country, and that nothing more would be in any way -required of it.
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"Thesc facts being established, it remains for mc only to state that-the
limits of the States of Nicaragua and 1monduras being the same which
existed when they were provinces of the old kiugdorn of Guatemala-
the State of HIonaiodras extends from the State of Guatemala on the west
eastward to Cape Gracias a I)ios, and south and southeast, and fromn the
Gulf of Couchaqua, on the Pacific ocean, to the Atlantic on the east,
northeast, and north, including also the coasts and adjacent islands on
both seas; while Nicaragua is bounded on the east by the Caribbean sea,
on the north by Cape Gracias a Dios, which separates it fromn the State
of Honduras, on the west by the Gulf of Couchaqua, on the south by
the Pacific ocean, and on the southeast by the. State of Costa Rica.
These boundaries are all declared bv the respective constitutions, so that
no grounds are left for the supposition that thev could have acknowledged
as an independent territory what is called, agreeably to the old nonmen-
clature, the Mosquito country, to the civilization of which those States
have begun to devote themselves, as the condition in which that country
is placed does not allow it to be regarded as an independent State, nor
even as a rnere settlement, it 1)eing as well known without a government
or authorities or laws requisite to constitute an organized community,
as required by the principles of international law.

" Such are the grounds upon. which stand the rights of the States of Hon.
duras and Nicaragua to the possession of the so-called Mosquito country;
and upon these I rest my hope that the spirit of rectitude and moderation
which directs the government of hier Britannic Majesty will induce it, not
only to admit and respect those rights, agreeably to the usages of nations
which valic and observe the maxims of equality and justice as the most
important sli sports of their security and tranquillity, but likewise to afford
proper protection, and to see that the rights are equally respected by others,
so as to leave the States in the enjoyment of what so justly belongs to
them.
" I pray vouir lordship to place what I have here exposed before the eyes

of her Majesty the Queen of Great Britain, and to communicate to IlUe
the resolutions which she may think proper to adopt with regard to it, as
soon as may be cornvenient,

C I ivail myself of this occasion, with the Uitnmost satisfaction, to assure
your lordship of the sincere and respectful fbelings which animate me,
and with which I have the honor to be your lordship's most obedient ser-
vant."

Having made the above communication, and desiring furthermore to
secure the well founded rights of the said States of Honduras and Nica-
ragua to the above-mentioned territory against the measures taken by the
British officers and agents in Central Amnericai, notwithstanding the at-
tem'pts already made by the British to appropriate that country to themn-
selves, by esta)lishing in various parts, taking advantage of the deplorable
condition of the States, or by encouraging the chief of the savages inhab-
iting tile country in the idea of his sovereignty, as the iindependent mon.
arch of an independent State, in alliance with, and under the protection
of, her Britannic Majesty, I have conceived it my duty, as most condui-
cive to these ends, to protest, as I now protest, in the most solemn and
formal mannler, before all the governments of Europe, and especially be-
fore that of his Majesty the King of g , against all the acts of vio-
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lence and force committed by the naval forces of her Britannic Majesty in
the island of Raatan and the Mosquito territory, for the purpose of taking
possession of either of those places, so important, from their position, in
case of the execution of the enterprise of the great canal between the
two oceans; as also against all the consequences which may enstie from
such acts-protestiblg, as I do protest, in thee name of the said States,
which I represent, against those grievances, w*ith the hope of one day
obtainingy the reparation so justly due on account of them from those
whom it may concern. It. is my duty to declare that the said States do not
consent, nor will they ever consentt, to cede the slightest portion of their re.
spective possessions, ICwhich an attempt is made to despoil then by means
of force, si lon, as reason and justice (the only means now employed by
them) are respected by the other powers, as compatible with the preserve.
tionI of universal society-the interest of which is to repress, and even to
punish, those who arbitrarily trample justice under foot, and, by their
conduct, always manifest their disposition to aggrandize themselves at the
expense of the wteak, without regard to the rights of other nations.
Be pleased, sir, to submit this present declaration and protest to his

Majesty the King of R for his information, and to accept the assu-
rances of most distinguished consideration with which I have the honor
to be your most humble servant,

FRANCISCO CASTBLLON.

A true copy:
BUlTIRAGO.

LEON, December 15, 1817.

Ans.wer to the preceding, fromn tihe flon. W. Rt. Kin1, Envoy Ex.raordi-
nary and Alinister Plenipotepd1iaiy of the United States at Paric.

LEGATION 01 THE UNITED STATES, PARTS,
Ocloher 22, 1844.

SIR: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of the communication
which your excellency has been pleased to address to tmle; and I slhall,
with great.pleasure, transmit it to the Department of State of the United
States.

I avail myself of this occasion to offer to your excellency the assurance
of' my high consideration.

WILLIAM R. KING.
His Excellency the ENVOY EXTRAORDINARY AND

MINISTER PLENIPOTENTIARY of the States of Nicaragua and floaduras.

A true copy:
BUIDeRAGO.

L13oN, December 15, 1847.
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No. 4.

Mr. 1fafie/ld to thet Pir-ieiai.a Sevretary f t1/e government of 1'o1mhiras
and Nicaragua.

GUrATEM.LA, &ejtembtr 10. 1847.
Smn: Questioins havitig arisen, at various tinles, with tile States of HIon.

dtra's and Nicaraguia, as to the extent of the coast frontier of tlie kil)gdonm
of Mosquito, her Majesty's government have carefully examnined the va.
riouis docuirients and historical records which exist relative to this subject,
and they are of thre opinion that the right of the King pf Mosquito should
be niaintained as extendling fromi Cape Hondiuras dowvn to the mouth of
the river San Juan; and 1 aum therefore instructed to informll the supreme
RoverunIIIeent of the States of' Honduras and Nicaragua, as I haven'ioW the
honor to do, that this is an extent of coast to wvhicliher MAajestv's govern-
nemt consider the King of Mosquito to be entitled, withoutt prejudice to

the right of the Mlosquito King to any territory south of thle river San
Juan ; and that her Majesty's government will nlot view vithi indifference
any attempt to encroach upon thle rights or territory of the King of Mos-
quito, who is under thle protection of the British Crown.

I have, &c,
L"RED'K CHA'1rFIELD.

[Translition.]

GOVNAIENENT Hous,,MANAGTA,
October 14, 1847.

This suprenie government-being without any answer from you to thie
collMmnunlicaLti(on 'which this ministry addressed. to you. on thle 19th of No-
vemnber, 1842, (an authorized copy of which is hereby enclosed,) sulp-
porting incoiitestably theh rights of this State on the coast called Mosquito
and thle port of San Juan on the north, on the occasion of the proceed-
ings of Colonel Alexander Macdonald, ex-superintendent of Belize,
against Colonel Maniel Quijano, then the administrator of that port, and
in disriegard- of the best relations of peace, arnity, and coinmerce with
British sub jects-has seen vith extraordinary surprise youir note of the
10th of last month, which, stupporting questions of territory between the
nrnad tribe of Mosquito and the States of H1onduras and Ninar-agual,
states that, after a careful exaamination of various historical records, her
Britannic Mlajesty's gcivernrnetit are of opinion that the proper extension
of that inmaginary kingd(omr is frorn Cape Hoidtiras to the month of the
river San JRun on thle Atlantic; and that, as their ally, they are disposed
to grant every protection against any aggression wvhichi these States may
make Uipon it.
Youi know, sir, very well, that the established practice of a society

whichIi considers itself capable of assumning the rank of a nation to obtain
its recognition as such, is, that its chief, by his ministers or direct ac-
credited agents, should formally solicit thre recognition of his sovereignty
according to international law; and it is certain that the pretended King
of Mosquito has never applied, by any agent of his own to the govern-
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meant of Centrat A.ixerica, nor tn any of its States, solicitilig their ac-
Ictiowled'ginetit, of him as a sovcreigii, muchless raisihn:g, questions of ter.
ritory apart froin tLhose of floiifliiuras aind Nicaraguia: wvherefore, imy gov.
ertinient, legally atnd in good faith, can and does declare that it hmis never
recognised, nor does recognise, such a kingdom or king of Mlosquito, and
tlerofore it cannot recogmise, atxd does not recogniise, the territorial pre-
tensions spoken of ill your note above referred to.
The kinig.loin of MNosquito has never existed, and does not now exist.

Truly, sirh all is reduced to a few savages, who wande-r in the deserts
anid forests onl the coast of 1Iohduras and Nicaragu1a, livilng, by the chase
and fishing, without houses, without a knlown 1annage, WithoIt Writttil
t.liaracters, wvithiout arts, comminerce, hMIs, or religion, vIhicah, accordilig
to received principles, would itake them appear before the civilized Wvorld
as collposing a regular society, anled, what is mlluch more, constituiting3
all empire.

Wfiat is iunquInestion.-able, (if one may speak candidly,) is, that certain
British subjects, under favor of the neighboring settlements of Jamaica
and Belize, and in consequence of the traflic. established by the Spanishl
government, and subsequently by the central republic, came to the coasts
and familiarized With th1e Mosqjuito tribe; and seeing the virgin state 'anld
auiundance. of the natural productions of that part of the Central Ameri-
canl territory and its advanttageous ,geographical situation, they became
desirous of appropriating it, seeking, fbr the purpose, the improper means,
of teaching their ELnglish idiom and a part of their customs to some of
the Mosquitos---carrving vith then the son of Sorne favored family, eduL-
cating himl int their ltlshions, and thus preparing a.-i instrutnent to serve
their designs with the title of King. This falltastic personage has not
and cannot be presented to the CivlizaLtioLn of tle lilleteenlthl celntulry, nor
make himself acknowledged by this government, or by other neighboring
olnes, since there cannot.nor ought to be a sovereignty in that wanderizig
fraction of the Centralt Amnerican people; for such an act xvoitld give a
right to the savage hordes who exist in differentt parts of the world to
forui kingdoms under the protection of other goverrimenlts, and to. put
thenmselves in Pcomparisoll (eit parago.) with civilized States, .which-
would place limits on civilization, and establish disorder aud universal
anarchv.

Subjects and agents of her Britannic Majesty are the persons whio have
announced and proclaitnmed the leader of this tril.be as a sovereigl andaally
of the' English goverrunietit; bUt neither of their agents has been able to
present, or lhas presented, to any government of Central America, cre-
dentials of his appearing to be a rcal and direct agent of theostipposititious,
King of Mosquito; neither has Great Britain herself accredited a charge
d'afflaires to these goverimielnts, who might have moved these questions
of sovereignty, territory, and appropriation of a port, acknowledged by
the whole world as the property of' thie sovereign State of Nicaragua. Oin
the contrary, the government of' her Britannic Majesty, through the me-
diumn of the chief' of its laval forces on ihe Atlantic station, Vice-Admiral
Sir Charles Adamn, ill establishing the blockade of' 1S42 at the port of San
Juan on the north, recognised and declared it as beloiiging to Nicaragua,
in order to coerce the government of this State to pay various British sub-
jects certain sums they claimed, amounting to $14,000, as he niade
known to this niinistry and to the trade of other nations.
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Honduras and Nicaragualhave submitted. no questions with .1osquito
to the knowledge of her Britannic Majesty's governrnenit-neither the
rights nor interests of th.'ese States admit 'of their doing so. According to
voUr note, hereitibefore relbrcrd to, her Britannic Majesty is the protector
of the Mosquitos, and consequently wants th.e impartiality which alone
can give a sernlblance of justice to her opinion ill favor of the aforesaid
tribe, especially as the assumed questions respecting territory have'ben
moved by. British subjects alone; therefore, the opinion of the British
gove 1rilent which you announce cannot be considered as a resolution in
the said questions with the Mosqjnitos, and much less. as a iule which
light serve them for fixing, either dejute or defictoh,,their imaginary ter-
ritorial limits from Cape Gracias a Dios, along the northern' coast of these
States, to the northern branch of the river San Juan of Nicaragua, as
you say in your communication of the 15th of November, 1842, refeiring
to a doubtful report of the council of Jamaica.

Neither is it to be conceived, in the.face of the principles of universal
justice, that it could ini any way be reputed an aggression on the part of
Nicaragua upon those Central American savages, called, MIosquitos, the
conservation of the rights of property, and possession of this State in the
coast of the north and port of San Juan. On the contrary, Nicaragua
will receive as such aggression, hostility, and war, onl the part of the
British government, any occupation which, under its protection, the Mos--
quitos may effect on any part of the port of San Juan. Nicaragua will
disallow it, resist and repel it, -vith the force of justice and with all her
strength, until, if necessary, she disappears completely from the face of
the earth, before she consents that a mixed race, between the most splen-
did civilization and the inlost obscure barbarism, should' snatch away a
property which, according to the great demarcations of nature, sanctioned
by laws, international right, and immemorial possession, belongs to her
ill the port of San Juafn and on the coast called Mosquito.

Thtus my government solemnly protests. It will denounce the spolia-
tion with which it is menaced before all the just governments of civilized
nations; and the world will see how the ambition of a few English sub-
jects darkens the enlightened mind of the cabinet of her Britannic Majes-
ty,' to the point of making it agree that the august Queen Victoria should
appear at the side of a despicalle savage.
Such are thie views which my government has directed me to transmit

to you, sir, in answer to your letter of the 10th of September last; and, in
doing so,

I have, ScEI
- ~~~~~SEBAtSTIAN SALINAS.
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[Translntion.]

Thie'latest intelligence received by the government respecting the occupa-
tion of the port ot- San Juan by British subjects, un(ler the pretext of
protection of the Mosquitos; and respecting the arrival of the troops of
the line at the city of Grenada, for the .pturose of establishing proper
means of defence, wvhenever the dignity and rights of Nicarag-La shall
be threatened by a foreign invasion:

CONMANDANCIA SAN JUAN, October 27, 1847..
Yesterday evening, at 5 o'clock, an English frigate of war, called the

"Aktrrn," arrived off this port. At daybreak she anchored in the bay;
and about 9.o'clock in the morning two officers presented themselves to
met and placed in my hands the communications which I enclose, sealed,
charging me to lay it before the government with as little delay as pos-
sible; and also a copy, which I enclose, translated, of a similar commut-
nication which they delivered to me, indicating that it was of the same
tenor as that.addressed to the government. Thiey had also the assurance'
to intimate to me that from this day forward the flag of the State must
not be hoisted, because the port belonged to the King of the Mosquitos.
I replied that my government did not recogonise such King, and that. I,
who was but its subaltern, had to obey its orders at the cost of my life;
and since the teifm they allowed me was two months, they should not
interfere in any way with the internal and economical government of the
port till the said term was ruln, ind that I would hoist the flag on all
customary occasions. Whereupon they retired; and on board hoisted
the Mosco flag, and saluted it with twenty-one guns of the largest calibre.
These disputes arid the intiti-ntion made to me, obliged me to nake a

protest in duplicate to the captain of the frigate, of which I enclose a
copy, and which I sent 'on board by an. officer; but they did not ac-
knowledge its receipt, saying'that the frigate would return with the an-
swer in three'or four weeks. They irimmediately weighed anchor, and
set sail.
These occurrences have obliged me to despatch my own orderly with

the afbiesaid communications, who will place them ill the hands of the
governor; and I hope that the resolution that may be formed will, be
communicated to me with the least possible delay, keeping in' mind that
two months pass in an instant; and I hope the prefect of Grenada 'will
be charged to facilitate a passage to the orderly on. his return.

I hope, sir, that you will lay what 'is here set forth before the supreme
director, and meantime I repeat, &c.

RAFAEL BERMUDES.

OFFICE OF- TImE COUNCIL OF STATE,
Bluwfields, Mosquito, Octoler 25, 1847.

SIR: I have this day been commanded by. the King, in council,, to
notify through you.i to his Excellency the President of Nicaragua the fact
that many protests have been made to his government against the usurpa-
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tioln by the State of Nicaragua ofthe territory of the Kitng; and thatthese
representations havo nlot only failed to procure redress, but have rernaijued
uninoiced. After due deliberation, and the necessary communication
with thle government, of hier Britannic Majesty, the ally anld protector of
this kingigdom, it has been determiniiiied that the King, with the assistance
*f tier BaritpiwicMajesty's government, shlall now maintain and recover
hliS ancient hereditary rights.
The King, ill council, 11opCes that his Excelleticy.tlhe President, and the

government over which hie presides, in .order to insure those friendly re
latiolns between Mosquito and Nicaragua Which are so important to their
inutual benefit, wvill give orders to remove the Nicaragluan establishment
from its present pOsition at the( motth of the river San Jnatn.
The Kinig, ill council, desiring to act harmoniously arid courteously

towards Nicaragua, will allow the State of Nicaragua till thle 1sf of Jan-
inary next for the renmoval. After that date, notice is hereby openly and
expressly given that strong measures will be employed to mailntain the
King's sovereign rights.

I have, &c.,
GEORGE HODGSON,

elnior Meniber (f Cou'ncil.

GOVERNIIENT IfOUSE,,
Leon, Novembelr 8, I 147.

S YR:Yourcoul unication of the 25th of last mnroth, in which, under
tile title of senior member of the courtcil of the pretended King of thle
Mosqimitos, you require, in his niamle, the removal of the estaljhishtnent at
the month of thle river San Juan del Norte, ap)ointing for this the 1st
January next as thle latest term, atid threatening that thereafter strong tis-
sures will be employed, to maimntaini thle rights of the said King of trie
Mosquitos, was presented to my govemrnletit, whichh has ordered mmme to in-
Ibrm you that the subject of the territorial limits, anid the acknowledgznent

..of the kingdom and King of MIosquiito, is actually under arrangement
with Air. Frederick Chatfield, her Britannic Majesty's consul general in
Central America, who, as.he avers, is sufficiently authorized to conclude
it; but that if thle awts respecting. the occupation of the port should be
proceeded with by the threatened fIrce, the government of Nicaragua is
prepared, as it has already manifested to the said coupul inl the commilui-
cation of 14th. October last, of which I.send you a copy, to ernploy all its
power to defend the digiiity of the State;. and in such event tihe hostilities
which' may enisue will have originated solely on the part of those who at-
tempt the occupdtioII of a territory which belongs, amd has from time imn
ukenoiial. belonged, to Nicaragua.

Receive, &c.,
SEBASTIAN SALINAS.
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Cojy -of tIa protest made on the 27th October, 1847, to the commander of
the Engslih frigate "Alarm."

OCTOBER 27, 1847.
SIR' The undersigned, commandant of the port of the mouth of San

Juan de Nicaragua, being informed of the forcible assistance and co-opera-
tion which the commanlder of her Britannic Majesty's frigate "Alarm,"
in the na'me. of the Brilish government, has decided to afford in favor of
the occupation of tl'is port intended by the King of the Mosquitos, can-
not but deeply deplore the attack which saidl assistatnce involves against
the rights of sovereignty and integrity of the territory of the free State of
Nicaragtua, whose government the undersigned represents on this dcca-
sion, and ini name of which lhe is called. upon to protest against the abuse
of the naval forces and the name of the great nation which the corn-
manider of the frigate :' Alarm"' represents.
The State -of Nicaragua, in present circus instances, wanting other means

for the defence of her rights than those afrnrded by reason and justice,
sustained solely by the mnorality (nioral) of the civilized world, at the
head of which is (Great Britain, tlhe government of Nicaraguia reserves-to
itself, through the undersigned, the right of rermonstrating, as may be con-
venient, and with all possible means, against the violation and usurpation of
apo)rt within its territory which has always belonged to this State, which
all commercial nations have ever recognised as such, anid which, although
it may be occupied by a foreign power, will always continue to belong to
the Nicaraguan territory, where nature has placed it.

I request, sir, that vou wvill reOeiveLile protest in due form, returning to
me one of the duplicates in wvhichl it is mnade, accepted by you; and, at the
same time, I have, &c.,

RAFAEL BERMUDEZ.
The frigate referred to in the foregoing notes is manned bv English

officers anl three hundred or four lhlundred mein. The tlag with which
she entered S;Aii Juan is the British, and. she subsequently hoisted the flag
called the Mosquitn flag. Onl the envc1ope of the communication of the
so-called offlcere of the council of his Mosquito Majesty is the seal of the
British consul resident at Bluefields, so that the Iwhole is the work of
English subjects oin the coast of Mosquito.
To prove the indisputable right which the State of Nicaragua reallyand

effectually has to the port 6f Sani Juan;, which it is now desired to take
away from us, we here' insert the following documents:

To the Governor Intendlant of Nicaragua.
In order to fomnent the population and trade of the island of Carmen; his

Majesty has been1 pleased, in consideration of the report of the Viceroy of
New Spain, the Marquis of Branciforte, to make its port a port of entry of
the second class, with all the privileges and immunities granted under the
decree of the 18th of October, 1789, and subsequent orders applicable to
ports of that class.

Further, that the province of Nicaragua, and others of the kingdom of
Guaternala, distant upwards of three hundred leagues from the capital and
ports of Otnoa and Santa Tomas de Castilla, may trade direct with the
metropolis, without the inconvenience of such great distances, his

4
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Majeety has been pleased to make a port of entry of San Junb, tde Nicaragurr,
on the banks of the riveV of that name, of the. smatler class, extending, for
the presentstich order to the city of Grenada, in the lake of Nicaragiua, as
far as sirh river is navigable; wherefore, all the privileges belonlging to the
port of San Juan are to be enjoyed, for the prm.sent,,by the city of Grenada.
Ey royal oedvjrIb communicate this to yotu, &,c-. raanjiez, February,

26, 1796.
GIfJARD 0';U

Ta fi7d G&wovernor 1zenefint df Miceafcrgre.
That Don Juan Za-alh may effect the shipment which he proposes -to

make, from Cadiz to the tort, of San Itian, the King has bten pleased tb
order, as a mark olfroyal protection, that, renewing tie- instructions con.
tained in the royal order of 26'tlh Febrmary last, Upon tilii subject, yon ar'
now directed to promote plantations of coffee, which wilt probably be en.
.c.uraged by the opening of the port ;:and you wilt aid Z7avda with laborers
for the felling of choice woods, wrodilwoods, avid other commercial arti-
;ces,.as also carriages and snill veselssas he may require, wiThout prej -
.dice to .the law 3, title 14, book 6, anld others,*p-;Nhibiti-ng personal servieeS
you and tilefirstalcaldes exhorting aid' enjoi ing the inhabitants to work.
'Vhat y'oluproreare, by-every possible meais, tdiat proviision3 be fbillnnd for
tile seamen and (laborers, on board and in tuhe port,.. at the samlle prices as
those paid by the .people of Masaya for thle garrison of thle fort of Sati
Carlos. That you Sive the use of the na-vai stors int Grenada, for the
construction of flat-ho0touoed boats for bringing tip tile cargo by the rivers
at the same rate and distances as the royal treasury pays, if noF required
for atiy urgent service of the King. That the dues of the consulado, alA
the sole contribution whieh the shiprmient has to pay for the privilege
allowed in the smaller ports, be deposited in yonir custody, for erecting
strong sheds in thle places which the, consulado may consider best. That,
for the several financial measures connected with this expeditionyou will
require a report from Zavala, if he should be near the spot and can give itq
for, as the author of the project, and by his lknowledge of the river, his
report may be of much use. Finally, you will report alt that occurs, to
the President, Don Jo.s Domas, to whoom, by royal oyder of this date,
instructions are given to favor this enterprise.
By order of his Majesty, I communicate this to you for its fulfilment;

and I desire you to watch the progress of Zavales' project, to report thereon
opportunely, and that the King mlay duly rewvard his zeal and exertions in
the promotion of an object of such importance: adding, that, for the
present, his Majesty has granted an absolute freedom of all import duties
into Spain on the money and produce returned by this expedition or ship-
meat. Aranjuez, March 27, 1796.
* ~~~~~~GUARlDOQUI.

No. 6.

Memoir on the projected canal through the isthmus of Nicaragua, by D.
Juan Aycinena, Minister General of Guatemala. Paris, 1844.-.

Since reason has taught us, and experience has practically demon-
strated, that public prosperity cannot exist without commerce, the spirit
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ot trade has been looked upon as the principal agent in the aggrandize-
mernt of nations. The wisdom of a government, it is generally main-
tamiied, is never so clearly indicated as when it has no other object in
view except to promote the common good; more strictly speaking, how-
ever, we should say, that a government only becomes identified with the
public interest when, instead of wasting time in discussing schemes of
national prosperity, without a definite object. it applies itself in earnest to
devise means for facilitating the development of the internal resources
of the country, and the exportation of the products of agriculture'and of
industry.

In former times, when the science of political economy was almost un-
known, an opinion prevailed that, in order to encourage agriculture and
industry, restrictive laws were, to a certain extent, indispensable; yet, if
these laws -the offering of ignorance, anrd destructive of liberty and just
equality-are found to have contributed at any time to build up the for-
tune of a few favored individuals, they must be pronounced as having alt
wavs been. unjust and arbitrary-as absolute obstacles created by the
hand of man himself in order to thwart the progress of every branch of
productive labor' for they have destroyed competition, which is the
natural and most eflicaciotis stimulus that call be given towards per-
fecting the works of human industry.
While the erroneous doctrine of restrictive laws prevailed both in

England and in the United States, where political liberty was at the same
time established as a social dogma and the foundation of all government, a
desperate struggle was carried on for many years between the natural
impulses of that liberty and the obstacles erected under the pretext of pro-
tection. As soon *as the development of a more enlightened policy per-
mitted those impulses to have free scope, they progressed gradually in
achieving partial txiuanphs, and each year has witnessed the abolishment
of some of those restrictions Ivhich an unwise and obsolete policy had
accumulated for the purpose of protecting industry.
Under the administration of the celebrated George Canning, a m6st

important change took place in the sentiments of the British government,
owing to the profound sagacity of that wise minister. In spite of the
errors and prejudices with which the popular mind was still imbued on
this subject, (.anning advocated the adoption of a system far more fair
and liberal; through his efforts vere abolished those laws prohibiting the
importation of certain articles from foreign countries which were manu-
factured at home, but which could not compete in quality with those im-
ported. The effect produced by this first effort of enlightened policy was
to stimulate competition, and consequently to improve English fabrics,
which, owing to the existence of prohibitory laws, had- long remained
stationary. The false prophets who had prognosticated the ruin of the
country were shamefully belied by the results. Since that time, no, pro-
hibitory lews have been established; while those that were still in exist-
ence have, by a skilful management and prudence, either been gradually
modified or entirely abolished. Ancient evils are apt to create habits and
interests which cannot be eradicated at, once, without causing mischief.
The salutary influence of the English policy made itself felt in the United
States in the year 1832, by giving-rise to the famous tariff. controversy
which originated int South Carolina. This tariff, was based upon that
system which imposed additional taxation upon certain articles manuihc-
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toured in the country. The hlome manufacturers, relying upon the edr-
tairnty of sale, in consequence of thle lew taxes imposed upon foreign
-articles of the same class as those nianuilkctured by themselves, made an
atternpt either to reduce their prices oi to iinprove the quality of their
goods; anrd the people, unable to.exercise the privilege of choice between
the comlipetitors, paid a pinch higher price than. was either fhir or equi-
table. The ininediate effect of this system was to encourage indolence
anlrng-rxianufactlrers; ev'entuLahly, however, it led to the enactinent of a
law, which caused the existing tarifl gradually to disappear, and obliged
the inaimufacturer to assurne iall attitude imiore consisteiit with that respect
warhich is due to the spirit of competition. Privileged indolence was forced
to retire, and industry, left to its own intrinsic energies, has made a pro-
gress Within tile last three years wllich would iiever heave beerl witnessed
under the old system.

IIn E1ngland, as well as in the United States, ancient customs have been
superseded by aln entirely new order of things, calcuflated to enlarge the
area of freedom, instead of contributing to its restriction; thle false doc-
trine of prohibitory laws has been abandolned; and in order tQ foster agri.
culture and industry, a great principle has been adopted, the object of
which is to facilitate trade by mneans of local improvements, opening
canils wherever art finds it practicable, or otherwise by constricting rail-
roads, cutting through mountains if- necessary, and filling up the deepest
cavities. Although I may have to deviate for a moment from the print.
cipal object of this wenmorial, I cannot allow the oppoitimiiity to pass
without noticing how strange it appears that there should be found ii
Central America, at the epochxl in which wve live, ranik politicians, who,
without taking the least coo-izance of what passes in the enlightened
world, or noting the discoveries that have been made in the regions
of political economy in latter years, and imbued with stale IlotionIs of
policy which have been sufficiently falsifiedIby experience, undertake
to condemnD1 tle goeumrnlrielJt fcr not recorrarendiiug the enactrilent of
restrictive laws for the purpose of encouraging the nmianufacture of very
impurfbeCt and expensive goods. There have fallen into Imy hands a
number of papers up1)onl thiis subject, which cannot be read without
a feeling of shamie-as much on account of the ridiculous character
of their contents, as for the very vulgar and improper language iU
which they are writ?,. i. To send such productions into the world, is to
place our country in a ridiculous position, and to confirm the injurious
opinions that have been formed by more civilized nations, concerning
our capacity fbr living and governing ourselves as freemen.

Returning to mny subject, I assert that the prosperity which Great Brit-
aim and the United States are enjoying at the present moment, affords a
practical demonstration that the only sure mode of securing the public
welfare within reach of every government, is to facilitate trade by means
of canals and railwvays. Apart from this, all speculations are mere waste
of tirne-it is to deceive the people with chimerical promises of prosperity;
it is to undermine their liberties under the hypocritical pretext of protec-
tion; it is, in one word, to tyrannize over them while pretending to pro-
mote their interests.

Since experience and repeated experiments have conclusively demon-
strated that facilities for developing trade constitute the only effective
means that a nation can employ with a view to fostering industry apd
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tagriciltluTe, the recognition of this fundamentital axiom has led to new and
important discoveries calculated to irriprove the method of adllministering
government to a people. Witness, for instance, what has been achieves
in coninexion with this subject within the last ten years, in the United
States--thatnks to the great genius of Clinton, who, if not the originator
of the project for contistuctincg the Erie canal, in the State of NNew York,
had at least the sagacitv anid disc-riminhation to foresee the probable re-
sults, anid to devise a plan accordingly, which proved to be the most
lucrative a;nd beneficial fbr the people that hracd ever been thought of be-
fore his time; a plan whirlc produced similar results inl Penlusylvania arnd
O!hio, and which was finally adopted by other States, as the only one
,capable of carrying out the views of their respective governments in mat-
ters of public interest.

Let it not be supposed that mly recommendation of this plan, while I
have not even yet explained any of its features, is the result of l)lind ad-
miratio'n of whatever presents itself to my eves, or the effect of indiscreet
wnlder, caused by the contemplation of obects hitherto unknown to me.
I am niot a blind. admirer of everytisiing I see in the United States. I
find there some thlirns that are truly great and wonderfnll, which, ir
mv belief, are deservill, of b-itn itritated as tendiira- to benefit the people.
Amongl these, I wonid instanc.e the adminlistrative plan of Clinton. I
also find abtises and deformitities, which I should desire never to see in-
troduced. in my con titry. Trheme is no governmtteut nor race of people per-
fect inl this World.

Alany travellers have written lately on the United SILates, but not one
.of them has paid the least attention to the sulbtject about which. I ami going
to speak. rTlh-is was probably owing to the absence of a positive interest
to stiniulate the writers to mnlake iln iuiries and to seekl tfr infornaalion.
From the moment, I conceived the idea of writing this inemnorial, I saw
the necessity of procuring the minost reliable data. This has enabled me
to ascertain many facts which, at tihe present day, nobody ever thinks of
inquiring into, most people being generally satisfied with admiring the
elects that have resulted fromn causes not now understood or cared for.
With a little labor, I have stucceed(ed in collecting together a mass of doc-
uments relative to the construction of the Erie canal, comprising, among
other things, the first ruernorial of Mr. Cliniton, in which he points out
'the advantages that woul(l accrue to the State of New York by urnder-
.taking the execuriou of time work on lher own account. In this memorial,
-1 found all that 1 could have desired for the object I had in view. In it
I saw distinctly what that great manl aimed at:

1st. To create a territorial and eommliercial wvealth inl a tract of land,
which nlitit then had been looked upon as useless anrd aflmlost barren.

2d. That the revenue of the canal shodidl be made to cancel the debt
incurred by the costs of construction; after which, the work itself and the
products thereof would serve to fill the coffers of the State treasury, and
rYeLieve the people fromn the burden of taxation.

Haviing Iwitnessed with mny own eves the realization of both these ob.
jects, and heimag convincerd oif the possibility of establishing a corntntini-
catiorn betweeti the iAtlanttic aud Paf ific oceans, through the mediurm of a
canall in the State of NicaragILaM, I was naturally led to inquire, by con-
centrating all the faculties of iny mind upon the subject, whether the ex-
czution of such an undertaking could be made to produce the same results
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in Central America as those which had flowed from the construction of
the Eric canal. In the course of this memorial I will show-

1st. That by the construction of a canal in Nicaragua, the government
would obtain advantages far mnore important in a pecuniary point of viest
than those produced by the Eric canal.

2d. That in order to carry out the scheme effectually, the alternative of
a loan is preferable to every other plan.
The physical capacity of the soil both, in Nicaragua and Panama for

building a canal of communication between the two oceans, is a point
entirely out of question. If my object were to write for the purpose of
stimlulating enterprising foreigners, although I am not an engineer, I could
nevertheless point out sonie very superior advantages which the -location
of Nicaragua presents for the execution of such a pro ect; but my purpose
being simply to submit to the consideration of nmy fellow-citizens the ne-
cessity of making most of advantages'which ate within their reach, the
use of which is a right which nobody can dispute, 1 shall riot enter into
a discussion about points of preference, as the subject requires only to be
viewed through the medium of our own interests. We know that a canal
can Sbe opened in our own territory, and this is all the knowledge that we
want to engage our energies in behalf of the scheme, convinced, as' every-
body must be, of the usefulness of the enterprise, and well acqtlainted
with the means by which the object can be accomplished. Taking it for
granted that those who have been intrusted with the management of
public affairs are actuated. by a sincere desire to promc ., the common
good, all that is necessary is simply to submit the project to their consid-
eration, with a calculation based upon contemplated results. I have not
the vanity to believe that this meniorial is sufficiently comprehensive to
shadow forth the magnitude of the object in view; still, the data to which
reference has been niade in it may enlighten others to prosecute the sub-
ject, and fill up the gaps that may be fund in it..
The government,-s of New York, Pennsylvania, and Ohioj, in under-

talking the construction of canals and railways, have not been able to look
bcyond the pale of their own immediate territories; and in calculating the
advantages of 'the enterprise which have been so happily realized, they
had to limit themselves to a simple estimate of the value of the produc-
tiotns of their own soil, and the articles of consumption necessary to the
support of their own population. The object of the Nicaraguia canal is to
ofiord easy means of transportation from sea to sea to those vessels that
are freighted with the agricultural and other productions of rich and' pow-
erful nations, whose inimenise trade is now carried on by way of Cape
Horn and Cape of Good Hope. Sorme idea may be formed of the great
advantages which will accrue to commerce from this contemplated canal,
by taking into consideration the amount of time that will be saved in the
voyage, the lessening of danger, and the reduction of costs in navigation.

MIr. Radcliff, formerly consul of the United States at Lima, has lately
published a memorial, in vwhichi the following language, concerning this
very portion ofmy subject, is used:
"TThe saving of above twelve thousand sniles in the circumnavigation

of South America by Cape Horn, and avoiding the delays and dangers
of doubling that cape at all seasons of the year, would be its first great
general effect, which would be a reduction of distance, time, eayense, and
risk, far exceeding what tile globe admits of being efteted anywhere else.
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By means of a ship canal across the isthmus, through either of the routes
mentioned, (which are both within the tropics, where no changes of
weather interrupt navigation, as wells nearly central between the most
populous and wealthy regions of America, and also in the most direct line
from Europe and the United States to the eastern countries of Asia and
the islands of the Pacifie,) the trade and intercourse between all of them
in every direction would become comparatively easy, saft, cheap annd
rapid; and millions of the human race be thus brought into communion
with one another, who are now widely separated by niature's barriers,
and scarcely known to each other.
"But to specify its effects more particularly, (as they well deserve to

le,) it is apparent, froin a mere inspection of the map of the world, and a
slight calculation of the wants and interests and desires of a large portion
of its inhabitants, especially on this continent--

"I st. That the inhabitants of the western side of America, from Chili
inclusive on the south to the Russiau possessions on the north, a distance
of about eight thousand mi-iles., (as the coast winds,) together with those
of the riumerous islands of the Pacific, would be peculiarly and most ex-
tensively benefited, by reason of its opening to them all an easy and in-
timate intercourse with the inhabitants of the eastern side of America and
those of Europe, and the best means of effecting their exchanges with the
world itt general, and also facilitating the introduction among thetm of
those improvements in agriculture, arts, and sciences, and especially in
self-government, wherein they are yet so wvofully deficient.

"2d. That the inhabitants of the United States would be next highly
benefited by reason of the immense increase of commerce in. general,
which would result from the facility of intercourse with the western side
of America and the islands of the Pacific, wherein they would participate
more largely, and froin which they would reap greater advantages thaa
Europeans or others, in consequence of their proximity and superiority in
navigation.

"3d. That the very rich, extensive, and highly-important trade of the
United States and Europe withtChina, Japan, and the Indian Archi-
pelago, would be miuch facilitated. and increased by reason of shortening
the distance above four thousand miles, and saving time in the voyages
still more in proportion, from the whole route. passing through ,the most
favorable latitudes for winds and currents each wav.

cc4th. That the immense and still growing whale fishery, and skin and
fur fishery, of the United States, and other nations in the Pacific ocean,
would be exceedingly accommodated, extended, and made more lucrative,
by shortening the voyages of those engaged therein above one half, and
enabling them to realize the fruits of their enterprise, skill, and capital, at
much less risk, expense, and, loss of time.

"5th. That the settlement and improvement of the extensive and im-
portart territory of the United States bounding on the Pacific ocean,.and
its general advantage to the Union, would be greatly facilitated and-.aug-
mented by bringing it, on an average, about twelve thousand miles nearer
to the seat of government and the States on the Atlantic,--by way of the
isthmus, than it is by way of Cape Horn, and admitting of a rapid and
regular intercourse with it, by means of a steam navigation and otherwise.
"66th. That the commerce in general of the United States,.and of the

world at large, would become more extended, and the products of agri.
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culture and manufactures of the various portions more demanded, by
reason of its opening new markets to each through the increased facility
of exnhringes.

" 7th. And finally, that, in consequence of the more intimate inter-
course and comrnnunion of such numerous and immense bodies of the
human race, the characters of nations would gradually become more im-
proved and assimilated, a pacific and harrrionious disposition more generally
cultivated, forms and the administration of goveirnnrents amended, liberty,
knowledge, and virtue more widely diffused, and prosperity and happiness
more generally enjoyed.

a From this inmperfect sketch of the tendency arid effects of the execu-
tion of this project, it is manifest that there is not an improvement to be
made, on the whole globe, so highly beneficial to mankind in general as
the one in contemplation ; nor, fromn what has been shown before, is there
any one so easy of execution in proportion to its benefits."

I have inserted this descriptive picture in full, ill order that mly fellow-
citizens may see the magnittucde of the undertaking as portrayed by a
foreigner, to whomr the aggrandizement of our country could have been of
no possible interest-who cannot have been led astray by national predi-
lections, and who could not have been induced to express these sentiments
from any of those considerations of local interest which must influence
ourselves. What would this same foreigner-have said, if he had been called
upon to enumerate tile advantages which would redound to Central America
from the execution of this project? If his mnemnorial contains nothing upo.n a
point of so much importance to ourselves, 1 will endeavor to supply the
defect by presenting -my fellow, citizens with a sketch, such as my limited
means of information will permit me to give. I imnplore then to listen to me
attentively, for their own sales; to forget, for a moment, rivalries which are
the offspring of a partisan spirit; to turn their eyes towards their own coun-
try, and, seeing to what a height of splendor and mnagnificence they can raise
her by their own efforts, to unite in concert of action, until there shall be no
voice heard, from one end of the republic to the other, except the echo of
the popular *voice, reverberated in harmonious sounds on every side,
calling aloud for the opening of the Nicaragua canal, as tending to the
welfare aid glory of the present generation, as calculated to lay the
foundaton of a happy destiny for our posterity, and to obtain for us, as a
people, a distinguished place among the galaxy of enlightened nations.

In the sketch I am about to submit, it is my intention to avoid all vain
and useless words, and to base my calculations upon comparative data
and established facts-. The execution of this vast undertaking cannot
fail to create a mercantile revolution as great as it will be beneficial, ena-
bling our country to emerge from the state of depression and insignifi-
cance in which she is plunged at present, and transferring her, as it were
by enchantment, into one of the most privileged nations on . this Conti-
nent-as one possessing the best geographical position iln the world. For-
tuime and nature combine together iR unfolding to us the most singular
prospects of national greatness and prosperity. If we do not take6 advan-
tage of this, it will only be through excess of ignorance, indolence, or
stupidity. Why should we not be the first on tht- Spanish-Americ-an
continent to give some evidence of popular. energy and political vitality?
Why should we not be tile first to profit by the example which has been
set to us by well, governed nations, and cast aside that ruinous and big-
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oted colonial policy which still prevails in the management of our public
affairs, with only a change of names and rulers? No: we are led astray
like children, Liet us think like men. Let us work as becomes a brother-
hood of republicans. Let us endeavor to promote our welfare by resort-
ing to the just arid honorable means which are within our reach, and
which, until this moment, we 'have neglected for want of proper knowl-
edge. Let us adopt, in one word, that system of action which is recom-
mended to us as the safest by the experience of other nations, and which
appeals to our conviction by results at once natural and certain. Trusting,
therefore, that I shall be listened to with attention and somelinterest, I
proceed at once with the details.

According to Mr. Radelitr's own showing, we perceive that, by con-
nectilng the Atlantic and Pacific oceans, through the medium of a ship
canal in Nicaragua, such will be the saving of time and distance, such
the reduction of expenses and risks in navigation, that all the valuable
traffic of Europe and the United States with China, Japan, the Indian
Archipelago, Asiatic nations, western America, and the Pacific islands, as
well as that of the whale and skin and fur fisheries in the same seas,
must pass through this channel. This traffic constitutes' an amount of
wealth which, as I shall demonstrate hereafter. cannot be less than two
hundred and fifty millions of dollars. This enormous sum is only wait-
ing for the opening of the canal to flow through our' country, paying for
the privilege of way a transit duty commensurate with the reduction in.
the expenses of the voyage, and the interest upon the capital invested in
the enterprise. 'This commerce being the property of other nations, it
follows that the amount of money collected in toll duties' would be con-
tribuited by foreigners; and if this sum should siffice. to cover the interest
on the capita'. invested in the work,'and. gradually to cancel the debt it-
self, two important results would eventually follow:

pirstly. That the work would be executed at the expense of foreign
commerce, without the least burden being imposed upon the people of
Central' America.

Secondly. That, on the final liquidation of the debt, the workl and all
the products thereof would become the exclusive property of the nation,
and the people would be relieved of at least a considerable portion of the
taxes necessary to detray the expenses of the government.
The object of the Nicaragua canal is so comprehensive, that its magni-

tude affords an opportunity of carrying out in our own country the great
plan of' Clinton, but upon a scale of grandeur incomparably superior.' I
have already mentioned, incidentally, what would be the amnount-of traffic
which, by the lowest calculations, would have to flow through this canal,
from the day of its opening. On a subject of this kind, hoWever, indefi-
nite statements are riot enough.

England exported, in the course of last year, twxo hundred millions of
poinids weight of cotton fabrics, of every kind and texture, for the
Asiatic market. Estimating the average value 'of the fine and grosser
articles at the low rate of three shillings in the pound, we have the sum
of seventy five millions of dollars. As England receives from Asia a re-
turrictfreight of equivalent value, the whole amount of traffic must have
been one hundred and fifty Millions of dollars. Moreover, England ex-
ports into Asia gold, silver, hardware, and other articles; but' as I have
not been supplied with data to estimate their proper value, I pass by- this
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important item, and its corresponding returns, without including it ill my
calculation.

Supposing that all the nations of the European continent combined do
not receive directly more than twvelty ijillions of dollars' worth of Asiatic
productions, this and the equivalent return in trade make up a suili of
forty millions.

rT'he exportations from the Philippine and other islands of the Pacific
into Lurope are computed at three millions of dollars, which, with all
equivalent return in trade, arnrunts to six millions.
The importation of Asiatic goods into the. United States has amounted

lately to ten millions of dollars; so that, with the corresponding return,
we have the gross sum of twenty millions.
The exportations from England, from the continent of Europe, and the

United States, into Chili, Bolivia, Peru, Ecuador, the coasts on the Pa-
cific-such as New Grenada, Central America, Mexico-as far as the Rus.
sian possessions, are not under twelve millions of dollars, which, with
corresponding returns in trade, would amount to twenty-four millions.
The w halle and fur and skins fishery in the Pacific amounts to twelve

millions.
These amounts, united, make up the sum of two hundred and forty

millions of dollars' worth of merchandise which must pass through the
canal. This estimate, so far from being an exaggeration of facts, is, 1
believe, considerably below the miark; and, when inore reliable statistics
shall have been obtained, I have no doubt that a much larger balance will
be c hilbited in our favor. Thle question now is, What rate of.tollage
ought to be imposed upoln this property for the privilege of transit through
the canal, so that trade may be substantially benefited, even after pay-
nient of the same? This problem can only be solved by referring to pre-
cedents.
Among the various canals that are now in full operation in the United

States, the Erie canal affords the cheapest mode of transportation, in con-
seaueunce of the proportionably low rate of tollage; and by comparing the
amount collected with the net value of all the goods that have been trans-
purted, the former will be found to stand in relation to the latter at the
rate of 3I,. per cent. Somne articles pay higher duties than others: there-
fore, everything must be taken in the average. As we are more generous
towards foreign nations, however, than the government of New York is
to its owIn citizens, we will fix the rate of tollage upon the Nicaragua
canal at 3 per cent. only, which will secure to us the handsome sum of
seven million two hundred thousand dollars upon the two hundred and
forty millions' worth of merchandise. -
Now, it is necessary to inquire whether foreign vessels, after paying 2.

per cent. upon the value of goods, will be sufficiently compensated in the
end to render this route still preferable to that by way of. Cape Horn and
Cape of Good Hope.

" The average length of voyages from the United States, round Cape
Horn," observes Mr. Radcliff, "' to the principal ports on the west side of
Amyyerica, and the whaling districts of the Pacific, is above four months,
while by way of the canal. it would not exceed one month-making. a
difference of three months each way, and six months on a voyage out
and home-usually performed in abont a year, except by whaling vessels.
Consequently, there would be a saving effected of insurance on vessels
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and cargoe~, and of interest on the amount of their cost, and of zes
in navigating those vessels, just in proportion to the saving of time on the
voyages. This saving would be about one-half of one per cent. both on
the insurance and onl the interest, as- is usually paid, and.,( considerably
more 01] the(, expenses of navigation-making riot less thanl tell per cent.
per annual.
But let us suppose that the saving of time to the commerce of the

world is Only four nironths instead of six, and appeal to the laws of arithi-
metic to show us what are the advantages which'the canal route presents,
after paying two and a half per cent. f~r transportation duties. idet it be
borne in mind that the saving of four months in the round voyage is
equivalent, in commercial rates, to double that time-: for on onle side you
avoid disbursements of interest; ozi the other, Vou have anl increase of
profit proportionate with the prospective increase of capital.
Prerniumn of one and a half per cent. of interest saved upon,

240 millions in the course of 1bur months - - $4,800,000
Premi im to be realized in four months from the use and an-

ticipation of same capital - - - - - 4,800,000.
Saving of two per cent. upon the insurance of said capital,

estimated at one arid a half per cent. a month - - 4,800,000
Aggregate amount saved in salaries for ships' crews during

four months; thfe cost of provision of the maintenance of
said crew during that period of itime; the saving of iii-
terest upon the value of vessels, and of insurance upon
the same; -anid, fimially, the comparative freedom from
maritime danger by the saving of four m-onths in the voy-
age: all of which, by the lowest calculation, cannot
amount to less than 2,000,000

Sum' totalI 16,400,000
Transit duties on the canal upon '240 millions' -worth of mer-

chandise, at the rate of two and a half per cent. - - 7,201),000

Total saving to trade, after paying tollage -- 9,200,000

From the foregoing estimate, it appears that foreign commerce, by pay-
ing a tollage of' two and a half' per cent., would yield into our hands
the sum of seven million two hundred thousand dollars-realizing,
nevertheless, a saving of nine, million twvo hundred thousand dollars in
the round voyage through the superior advantages offered. by the canal.

In order to tbrmn a reliable calculation of th'e net profits of the canal, it
would be necessary to~have a correct estimate of the costs of the work; but
as I am not aware of any engineer at all acquainted with the various locali-
ties having as yet been employed in making such an estimate, I will en-
deavor to supply the deficiency, basing my calculations uponi the corn-
parative expenses of other canals, which, however, must not be taken as
a definite opinion. The following table exhiibits the extent and cost of
the Erie canal, and of its various ramifications:
The principal canal (called Erie) is 363 miles long, ~and

cost - $9,027,456 05
The branch called Champlain, 63 miles long, cost - 1,179,87-1 95
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The branch called Oswego canal, 38 miles - - $5655A437 35
The branch called Cayuga and Seneca canal, 20 miles - 2(56,804 74
The branch called Cheiming canal, 36 miles - - 342,133 95
The branch called Crooked canal, 8 miles - - 136,331 99

Total amount of miles, 528; cost - - . 11,488,035 99

The principal branch of this canal (363 miles long) cost nine million
twvenity-seven thousand four hundred and fifty-six dollars and five cents;
and its dimensions are: forty feet width on its water surface, tweilty-eight
feet at the bottom, and four feet depth of water; with an elevation of six
hundred feet, overcome by means of eighty-four locks.

Spealkiing of the Nicaragua canal, Mr.. Radeliff says: "cBy the route
through Lake Nicaragua, a ship canal would require an excavation of
proper depth and breadth (about twenty-two feet (Jeep. forty feet wide at
bottom, and one hundred feet wide at top) for a distance of from sixty to
seventy miles between the Atlantic and the lake, with locks to ascend
about one hundred. and forty fbet to the level of the lake; and another
similar excavation of about twenty or twenty five miles long between the
lake and tile Pacific, with locks to descend about the same number of
feet." According to this description, each exenvation would be from
eighty-five to ninety-five miles in length. I have made inquiries of Mr,
H ii ggai is, formerly secretary of the Netherlands legation, who in 1830
ascended and descended the river twice, and he has assured ine that there
are about forty navigable iniles of the river course, and that for the re-
mnainder it would be necessary to build a lateral canal in order to avoid a
few rapids. If this information be correct, the distance to be excavated
does not exceed fifty miles. It is calculated that every ten feet of eleva-
tion villa require one lock; so that fourteen locks will have to be construct-
ed for each excavation, making twenty-eight in all. In comparing the
length of the Erie canal with that contemplated in Nicaragua, it will. be
seen that the distance requiring excavation in the latter instance is about
one-seventh of the former. That although this excavation requires to be
five times as deep as the other, aid the dimensions both on the surface
and at the bottom three times wider, yet, as the length is only to be one-
seventh part of the other, and the number of locks required only one-
third, the cost of these works must be proportionably less than that of
the Erie canal.
The Holland canal is fifty miles and a half long, twenty feet -nine inches

deep, thirty-six feet wide at bottom, one hundred and twenty-four feet
wide at top, with two tide locks at the extretpities, and two sluices with
flood-gates in the intermediate space, being on a level with tile sea, and
supplied with water from thence at high tides, and occasionally by the aid
of a powerful steam-engiine. It cost about five millions of dollars.
The Caledonian canal,.in Scotland, is sixty-nine wiles and a quarter

long from sea to sea, including the intermediate lakes forming a part of
the line; but it has only twenty-three miles of excavation, with an expen-
sive deepening of those lakes. It is twenty feet deep, forty feet wide at
bottom, and eightV or ninety feet wide at top, having twenty-three locks
to overcome all elevation of ninety four feet. It cost about four and a
half millions of dollars.
The last mentioned canal, as regards length, dimensions and eleva-
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tion, appears to approximate more nearly to the calibre of that conten-
plated in Nicaragua, and it only cost, as we perceive, four millions and a
half dollars. Allowances, however, must be made in our favor for the
difference in the rate of wages, which, with us, hardly amount to one
half the sum that is paid for labor in the UTnited States, Holland, and Scot-
land-. In the former country, where' they are even now constructing
canals and railways,. laborers receive from ten to twelve shillings daily.
Judging from these facts, we have sufficient reason to believe that five

millions of dollars would defray the expenses of the Nicaragua canal; but
assuming, for argument's sake; the most disadvantageous position, we will
suppose that no less a sum than teln millions of dollars vill suffice to COM-
plete the work; that, in consequence of our want of credit, this money
cannot be obtained for less than 8 per cent. a year; and finally, that the
revenue of the carnal will not amount to seven millions of dollars, as I
have calculated, butonly to two millions. Eiven in this case, the benefits
to be derived from the undertaking, are self evident, because, deducting
from the two millions of revenue eight hundred thousand dollars for the
paymetit of interest, there would still remain twelve hundred thousand
dollars to be applied towards the liquidation of the debt. from the first
year after the completion of the work. The installment for the second
year would be much larger, as the original debt, and consequently the
interest upon it, would be diminished. Following these progressive pay-
sleets with just regularity, the debt would, in a very few years, be cai-
celled altogether at the expense. of foreigni commerce; the work itself
would become national property; its revenues flow into the public treansury
to defray' the expenses of the government, and the people be thereby
eventually relieved from the burden of taxation. What natinn ever 'had
the opportunity of achieving an enterprise of such magnitude and import-
ance? It is certain that no project that ever was started can compare
favorably with this. Here we find a combination of circumstances of the
highest possible importance; natural facilities, pecuniary ad vantages, and
the most flattering prospects of national aggrandizement and prosperity.
Whenm I see what has been done by the respective governments of the
States of Newe York, Pennsylvania and Ohio, and what is still doing by
those of other States -with far more limited means, with smaller prospects
of profit, aigd commercial views infinitely inferior to those which the
natural advantages of our position invite us to entertain, I cannot help
admiring their enterprising spirit; their sagacity in adopting the mnost ster-
ling principles of political economy as the basis of their calculations;
their indefatigable zeal in the promotion of the common welfare, and their
ingenuity in selecting the most plausible means to effect that object; and
finally, the fruitful results of all these speculations. But when I. come
dispassionately to compare the actual condition of the inhabitants of those
countries with. that of our own people, I feel oppressed at heart; for I see,
-with infinite sadness, what we really are, and what we might have been
*at this hours if, instead of transforming ourselves into tyrants and self-
executors by means of domestic feuds, we had availed ourselves of the
good example and experience of those governments, in order to regulate
.our policy after the same principles of liberty and justice, and to work
out our own prosperity through the same natural and simple means which
they have employed. I trust I shall be excused for this trifling di-
gression; it is the natural effect of the love I bear to my country, and of
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the sentiments with which I have been impressed by the contemplation of
her great calamnities. Ile who loves the land whichi gave himl birth, must
necessarily desire to transplant into it whatever he sees of good and great
in other countries, if it he deemed useful to her institutions. Thlis desire
cannot he felt, amd rnuch less appreciated, by those who, never having
ventured beyond the pale of their domestic hearths, have seen nothing to
induce thcrIto draw comparisons; and being destitute of that knowledge
which can only l)e acquired by actual observation, arrive at the conclusion
that there is nothing worth knowing, doing, or thinking about in the
world, except what they themselves know, do, or think.
Having pointed out the benefits which must result from such an un-

dertaking as the Nicaragua canal, and made use of certain data in order
to form a comparative estimate of the costs of the work, it behooves us
now to thinkI of the means to be adopted for raising the necessary flnuds,
If there were any moneys in our own public treasury, we should not
have to travel very far to settle the matter ; but wve find ourselves pre-
cisely in the saine position of extreme poverty in which the State of New
Yorlk was when the great Clinton, in his anxiety to extricate her from
the difficulties by wvhlich shie was surrounded, advocated with so much
zeal the construction of the Eric canal. What has been accomplished by
one -overrnment can be aw/sieved by another, under similar circumstances,
and by the application of similar means. TIlhis is so incontrovertibly true,
that it were almost an insult to the understanding and judgment of tEie
reader to adduce proofs in support of the assertion. Arguing frpom
this fact, therefore, I maintain, that inasmuch as the government of Cen-
tral America finds itself in precisely the same circumstances as those
which embarrassed the State of New York at the period alluded to, we
should, in order to carry out' our undertaking, adopt the same means as
were resorted to with so mich success by the projectors of the Erie canal,
viz to borrow the funds necessary to defray the expenses of the canal.
This alternative has been adopted with thie most beneficial results by
three different governments in the construction of canals. As the plan is
recommended by a series of experiments which have been crowned with
brilliant success, prudence suggests its adoption in preference to all others.
We know well eniouglh, much to the injury of our credit and our interest,
what was the upshot of the contract entered into by our government with
the individual B3eneski, the agent of Aaron Palmer, a broker of New York,
and how this man, who in his own country had not credit enough to
get a hundred-dollar note discounted, was enabled to compete with an
English company provided with funds, and finally to outbid thern. It
is useless now to grieve over past errors, after they have produced all the
effects that could result from them. If at that period we had consulted
with more earnestness the success of the undertaking, and yielded less to
an inordinate, anxiety to obtain partial advantages, the canal would, by
this time, have been completed, while the income produced by its opera-
tions would probably have extinguished the debt; but it happened other-
wise, and at the present moment we actually find ourselves in a very dis-
advantageous position-there being no special proposition before the
country for a contract to do the work, nor any reasonable hope that such
will ever be made, especially since the failure in carrying out those of the
King of Holland, whose agents took the initiatory steps- as far back as
seven years ago. While our own government has remained inactive,
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that of New Grenada entered into a contract with Baron Thierry, on the
29th of May of last year, for building a canal at Panama. This contract,
although fair more advantageous to the parties holding it than that entered
into with Beneski, in our own country, was never executed, owing to
M. Thierry's utter inability to find capitalists in Europe willing to join
him in forming a company. As one of the articles of agreement stipu-
lates for a certain period of time, which has not yet expired, the Grena.
dian government finds itself so firmly bound as yet by its pledges, that it
has no pcuwer either to enter into another contract, or to undertake the
work on its own account; but as this stipulated period of time will elapse
within a year, it behooves our government to improve the opportunity
While it can do so on its own account, and without fear of opposition.
If this chance is allowed to pass, through indolence or apathy, New Gre-
nada, whose credit is riiich better than ours, owing to the regularity
with which the administration of her affairs has been conducted for the
last four years, and ttle important payments she has made to her old
creditors, will find it very easy to compete with us in raising a loan, and
to obtain the requisite funds for the construction of the Panarma canal,
leaving us to envy her good fortune. It is incumbent upon our govern-
nictit to act with decision, energy, and promptitude, and to waste no
time in idle dallyings, after the fashion of the Spaniards! It is time that
we should follow the example of Englishmen and their descendants in
North America, who, wvhen once convinced of the importance, usefulless
and practicability of an enterprise, never pause until they have raised,
either by loan or by means of association, the sum required to carry it.
into effect.

'There arb not wanting bigoted. and shallow-minded politicians, who,
destitute alike of discernment and foresight, denounce the system of
loans as ruinous to the people, and, without drawing any distinction be-
tween cases and objects, launch out into general propositions. It cannot
be denied that with some nations the system of loans has been productive
of incalculable mischief, particularly when the object has been to keep up
large standing armies, to maintain official hirelings, or perchance to up-
hold the luxury of a corrupt and prodigal government. Mexic0 presents
a striking illustration of this fact; for in that country successive loans have'
been raised, and as frequently dispQsed of for corrupt objects, without the
smallest portion of the sums thus borrowed ever having been applied to
the construction of a single canal or railroad, or for the improvement of a
solitary port of the country. The loans that have been raised for the
purpose of building canals and railways have been attended with results
of a very different character. Witness, for instance, the immense bene-
fits that have accrued to the States of New York, Pennsylvania and Ohio,
as well as those private companies whose operations have been based
upon this principle ! The funds that have been invested in enterprises
of this kind have given a prodigious impulse to agriculture and industry,
when agricultural pursuits had not hitherto been followed, or been but
imperfectly understood. They have enriched the country as if by magic,
increasing everywhere the rate of produce, and the value of manual labor
and' of property both in town and country. As Clinton had calculated in
his original scheme, they have laid the foundation of highly lucrative
works, which have since become a source of benefit to the country, add-
ing fresh resources to the public revenue and exonerating the people
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from the heavy burden of taxation, both upon personal and real property.
It should not create much wonder that this new feature of' political eono-
my, brought to light, as it has been, by the compreplhensive spirit of
modern democracy, the influences of which have nlot yet been extended
to our soil, has never to this day been understood, much less cultivated,
in Central Amrierica ; a country but recently emancipated, and still ini its
infancy in regard to civilization. Even France, an ancient nation, not.
withstandim, her Lboasted intelligence aand refinement., has but lately veii-
tured upon one small experirnealt, urged, as it were, by the examiiple of
Great Britain and the United States.
Whei fortune suggests an undertaking in wvlicl profit arnd the public

good are simulltaneously conibitied, the money -vhiclh is borrowed to de-
fray the expleres. attending it is like graini planted in the soil, which,
being carefully cultivated, is reproduced in multiplied quantities. Im-
provident governments exhaust themriselves in devising systems the most
complicated anl1 ridiculous, and not unfrequently unjust, in order to
meet cxigelncies which are oftetn the effect of fictitious wants or inal-ad-
miniistration. But those governments whose aflfairs are administered by
men of real capacity, are generally found airlning at legislative perfection,
an~d adopting those simple anld clear rules of policy which the head of a
family would follow in the management of his domestic concerns: as
miuch for the purpose of supplying his immediate wants, or of hu11sband-
ing his neans, if hc pOSSfSS any, or of acquiring a fortune by his own
efforts; for goveriinme1ets are nothing lbut the hotels of a great family,
Which iS the people. Their obligation is to provide for the wants of tthis
great ftunily, and to take care of their interests. The system of loans
constitutes the only honest niode by which those who have nothing may
become rich,, tunless fortune collies to them either by inheritance or by
voluntary donation-a thing whichh does not happen every dlay. A poor
but lhonorable nmani borrows the capital of another at a premnium; lie in-
vests it in sonic lucrative business, avaiils himnself of the profits, anid finally
returns it to the lender wvitlh the stipulated interest. Thl'is is the sample
priticiple 'whiclh, in their hour of poverty, the governments of the States
of N'.uev York, Pennsylvania, atid Ohio adopted, in order to procure
funds for the construction of canals and railways; it is to thi, workings
of this principle, so natural in itself, so ingtenious, and so superior td the
policy of other governments, that the pe()ple of those States are indebted
for the prosperity which they enjoy at present, and the flourishing and.
ahlost unparalleled condition in which we find their pul)lic revenues.
The government of Central America is placed precisely in the same

condition as the owner of a rich tract of land, who, being without the
means to procure labor, and too indolent to pursue the course best
calculated to obtain it, passes days and years in grieving over his dis-
tresses, without one thought of self-condemnation for his want of energy
and enterprise. The territory of Nicaragua, endowed as it has been by
nature with so many facilities for the construction of a canal, is the rich
inheritance assigned by the Supreme Being to the people of Central
America, with a view that they would convert it by labor into a source of
wealth,jnd through it acquire the very first rank in the scale of com-
mercialimportance atong the nations on this continent; and yet fifteen
years have elapsed since this valuable inheritance came into our possession,
anid we are still waiting for some enterprising foreigner, or. the govern-
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ments of some other nations, to undertake that which should have been
accomplished by ourselves long ago, if our government could have been
stimulated into action by the good example of our neighbors. What would
be at this moment the condition of the people of New York, Pennsyl-
vania, and Ohio, if they were still waiting with folded arms, as we arc
doing, for foreign proposals to l)uild the very canals and railways to the ex-
istenice of which their prosperity is mainly to be attributed? They would
be, as we are, surroun(led by the elements of poverty and'wretchedness,
oppressed witli taxes without name and without character; but probably
not with the reputation for inertness and indolence which we are fast
establishing, for the advantages which nature has bestowed upon us, are
too well known and envied by the world to suppose that our neglect, in
availing ourselves of them, will be attributed to anything else except to
ignorance or apathy. The governments of those three States that re-
sorted to loaus, in order to carry out their projects of local improvements,
never contemplated such results as we have inI prospect; for it never
could have fallen within the scope of their calculations to anticipate so
large a revenue from the contributions of foreign commerce as the amount
I have already named.
The system of loans supersedes the necessity of making ruinous con-

cessions, and spares a nation the humiliating alternative of placing her.
interests under the influence and control of a foreign power, which might
stipulate for the privilege of a contract by treaty, as it was contemplated
to do with the King of Holland. Foreign influence is at all times dan-
gerous: particularly so with a nation kle ours, which is. yet in its in-
fancy, and consequently very wereak.
Whatever aspect the canal question may be, made to assume-and I

have.examined the subject from every poilt of view-I still consider the
prect as one of. the most stupendous of its kind that has ever yet engaged
the attention of the world. If England or the United States had been
ti.vored with the same resources that fortune has placed at our disposal, an4I
if a project of similar magnitude and importance as that of the Ncaragua
canal were submitted to the consideration of the government of either
country, there would niot be the least hesitation in raising the necessary
funds, so as to execute the work with as little delay.as possible. With
regard to ourselves, a regard for truth compels me to make the ac-
knowledgment, we hardly know what we possess. Lost ill the scientific,
nazes of nice comrmiercial calculations, we are led to undervalue that
which, for want of proper information, we are utterly unable to appreciate.
Indolent by habit, and not a little puffed up with conceit and presump.
tion, we make no inquiries, believing that we know a great deal; whereas
wve have not even yet learnt to calculate understandingly in regard to our
own proper interests. It is true, that the subject of the canal has, at various
times. occupied the attention of our government, but the work has never
been considered inl the light of a national undertaking, to he carried' into
execution under its immediate auspices and direction. This is'the point
upon which I must now insist-as much out of consideration for the pub-
lic interest, which demands it, as from a positive conviction that the exe-.
cution of this project by the government would, of itself, enhance the
credit of the administration, and afford it the means to establish relations
with the governments of other nations under very advantageous caircum-
stances. In the course of this memorial, I have recommended the sys-

5
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tern of policy pursued by the States of New Yoricy Pennsylvania, arid
Ohio, as admirably adapted to the exigencies of our own case. I have
pointed out in general terms the imnmnense benefits the people of those
States have derived from the establishment of canals and railways, con-
structed ort borrowed capital; but, inasmuch as it is almost impossible to
give stability to arguments that are founded upon comparative deductions
without specifying data, I shall now proceed to illustrate my positions in
such a wvay as cannot fail to produce ample conviction.. I am certain
that these data have never presented themselves to the consideration of
our government. The diligence I have used ill making myself ac.
quainted with them, and the labor I have undergone in wading thi-ough
a large collection of' documents, in order to ferret out whatever had any
application to our case, are compensated by the hope that my researches
will be found useful in eiiabling my countrymen to calculate with more
precision in matters affectillg the public welfare, and in conveying a just
conception of the line of policy pursued by those governm-nents that rely
upon canals and railways as a source of revenue.
As the Eric canal, in the State of New York, is the first work of this

character that was eXecuted upon the plan suggested by Clinton, and as
the results of that experiment induced other States to adopt the same
principles which had forined the basis of' Mr. G/linton's speculations, I
have devoted mny attention to the investigation of all the facts conllected
with the progress of thexcase, from the incipient stages of the under-
taking, when the project was first submitted for public consideration,
down to its final and successful execution. I deem it expedient, at this
juncture, to give a succinct historical sketch of that transaction, as it may
contribute to harmonize the opinions of our own legislators -upon points
of the greatest possible importance, and prevent them from falling into
errors similar to those which characterized the discussions of the New
York legislature-the members of that body having not only evinced in
successive debates their utter inzippreeifation of Mr. Clinton's project, but
carried their infatuation and prejudices so far as to denounce it as the off-
spring of a distempered imagination. In the year 1810, the State of New
York was in a Ixost pitiable condition: the public revenue was not suffi-
cient to defray the expenses of the government; agriculture and industry
were at a stand-still, because the lands on the seacost, having become
impoverished by incessant toil, could scarcely be made to yield, by dint
of hard labor, produce enough for immediate consumption. Time insecu-
rity which' attended maritime comImerce, in consequence of the war
which was raging on the continent of Erope, had so completely para-
lyzed the energies of the mercantile community that many importing
houses had failed. Such was the prospect of affairs at that period. The
wants which 'pressed so strongly upon the people, made Mr. Clinton aiix-
ious to devise, some means comprehensive enough to instil fresh energies
into the State; and nothing seemed to him so likely to accomplish that ob-
ject as the construction of the Erie canal-a project which, although not
original in itself, suggested to him the idea of laying the foundation of fu-
ture prosperity upon. its fruition. Through the influence of Mr. Clinton a
board of commissioners was formed in 1810, with the view of ascertaining
the practicability. of the canal, Mr. Clinton himself being appointed by the
legislature a member of the comlm-iission. Several examinations were made
during the Shear 1811, which resulted in a report, drawn up and prepared
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by Mr. Cliniton, pointing out the practicability of the enterprise. This
report, however, was not presented to the legislature till the year 1812.
In consequence of the ffivorable representations contained in this report,
an act was passed that very year authorizing the appoirtrnent of another
commission, with power to raise a loan! of five millions of dollarsX this,
however, was not carried into effect, owing to unforeseen obstacles which
were thrown in the way of the negotiation, especially the war with Oreat
Britain. On peace being restored in 1814, Mr. Clinton, renewed his for-
mer efforts, but without success; for the legislature, instend'of seconding
his views, thwarted him to such a degree as to repeal the very act which
had previously been passed in favor of raising a loan. This blow was
highly relished by the opponedlts of Clinton. In the speeches that were
made-during the disicussion pending the repeal of the act in question,
sore merlmbers insullted him very grossly, stigrnatizin- him as a madman;
while others avent so far as to try to ruin his reputation, by imputitig,to
him sinister motives in all that regarded his advocacy of the canal. As
the mere circumstance of holding a public position does not imply iiifal-
libility, much less intfusc into the lrVtirids of men that knowledge and those
talents which nature and ecdlcation1 have denied then, so, although the
members of the Now York legislature of that period fancied they had
performed a great exploit by destroying what Clinton had built up,
yet tirrme and the events that have since transpired have conclusively
shown that this very legislature, althougth representing the sovereignty of
the people, was nothling in reality but an assemblage of fools, utterly un-
able either to understand or to protnote the interests of their constituencies.
in 1815 the complexion of the legislature continued the same, and Mr.
Clinton saw, with ceaseless grief, the happiness of his country continu-
ing to be sacrificed by the very nmen who pretended to exert themselves
for the commllon good. A sshort time before the elections which took
place in 1815, Clinitonl and those who approved of his plan' made an ex-
position of their views before the people, which produced so favorable an
impression that it was at once decided to have the project carried into
effect; accordingly, nonle were elected but meni known to be in favor of
Mr. Clinton's views. In 1816 an act was passed,.which I shall insert
in full, because it served as a iriodel to the legislators of Pennsylvania
and Oihio, and those of other States that have followed the exarnple of
New York. It is also my opinion that this document is the best sample
of legislative wisdom that could be submitted to the consideration of the
Central American congress, in order to enable its mnlnibers to form a cor-
rect idea of the manner in which rnatters of this kCindt are managed in the
United States, and that they mnay waste no time in devising and discuss-
ing original plans, without the least prospect of their agreeing upon. any:
"; An act for the improvement of the internal navigation of the State of

New York." [Passed April 17, 1Sl6.]
"1. Be it enacted by.the people of AMwv York, represented in the Senate

and Assembly, ThIat Stephen Van Renssalaer, De Witt Clinton, Samuel
'Y6ung, Joseph Ellicott, and Myron Holley, be, arnd they 'are hereby, ap-
pointed commissioners to consider, devise, and adopt such measures. as
may or shall be requisite to facilitate and effect the cotiuhunication by
means of canals and locks between the navigable waters of Hudson's
river and Lake Erie, and the said navigable waters and Lake Champlain;
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and in case of the resignation or death of any of the said commiissioniers,
then vacancy thereby occasioned shall bc supplied' by the legislature ill the
manner in which senators of the Ulnited States fromn this State are directed
to be chosen.
"2. And he it further enacted, That the said commissioners shall

choose one of their number to be president of their board, and shall ap-
point a fit person for their secretary, wvho shall be allowed and paid such.
salary as the said commissioners shall deem proper and reasonable; and.
the president of thesctaid board of comlmissionersshall have power to call
a meeting of the same wheneever in his opinion the pulilic interests re-
quire it; and the saine board may adjourn from time to time, tolneet at
any time and place they may deeni most condIucive to the publicgood:
andl further, the said commissioners shall have power to employstlch
and so many agents, engineers, surveyors, draiightsmen,and other per-
sonls, as in their opinionmInay be necessary to enabletheIn to fulfil and
discharge the duties imposed upon thens by this-act, and to allow and pay
the said agents, engineers, surveyors, draughitsmen, and other persons,.
for their respective services, such sumll or surms as miay be adequate and
reasonable.

"3. And be ilfurtherenacted, That it shall be the duty of the said comn-
missioners, as soon as may be after the passing of this act, to cause those
parts of the territory of this State which mnay lie upon or contiguous to
the probable courses an1d ranges of the said canals to be explored and
examinedfor the purpose of fixing anid determil-ing the most eligible anld
proper routes for the same, and to cause all necessary surveys and levels
to be taken, and accurate maps, field-books, and draughts thereof to be
made; and further, to adopt aid recommend proper plans for the collstruc-
tion and formation of the said canals, and of the locks, damns, emlballk-
ruents, tunnels, and aqueducts, whichiImay be necessary for the coinlple-
tion of the same; and to cause all necessary planes, draughts, and models
thereof to be executed under their direction.

"4. And be itfwrtherenacted, That theEaid commissioners, ora majority
ofthem, shall be, anld they are hereby, authorized and required to make
application in behalf of this State to the government of the United States,.
and of such States and Territories as may be benefited by the said canals,
or either of them, to the proprietors of lands throu-gh or near which the
said canals, or either of them, may or may be proposed to pass, to all
bodies politic and corporate, public or private, and all citizens or illhabit-
ants of this or any other of' the United States, for-cessions, grants, or
donations of land or nioney, for the purpose of aiding ill the constructing
or completing of both or either of the said canals, according to the discre-
tion of the several grantors or donors; and to take .to the people of this
Stale such grants and conveyances as way be proper and competent to
vest a good and sufficient title in the said people to the latids so to be
ceded or granted as aforesaid; and, for the purposes above mentioned, it
shall be the duty of the said commissioners to opeln books of subscription
in suchl and so many places as they may think necessary or expedient,
and under such rules and regulations as they may froin time to time
establish: and further, it shall be their duty to ascertain whether to any
and to what amount', arnd upon what terins, loans of' money may or can
be procured on the credit of this State fbi' the purposes aforesaid.

"5. Andbeitfurt/terenacied, Thatit shall be the dutyofthe said conmis-
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sionnrs no make, or cause to be made, with as much accuracy and minute-
niess as may be, calculations and estimates of the sum or sums of money
which rmay or will be necessary for completing each of the said duials,
according to the plan or plans which may be adopted and recommended
by them for the construction or formation of the same; and to cause the
said calculations anId estimates, and all surveys, naps, field-books, plans,
draughtsi and models, authorized and directed by this act, or so many
thereof'as may be completed, together with a plain and comprehensive
report of all their proceedings under and by virtue of this act, to be pre-
sented to the legislature of this State within twenty days after the com-
mencement of tile next regular alannual session thereof.
"66. Alid he itfurtler enacted, That tile treasurer shall, on the warrant

of the comiptroller, pay to the order of a majority of the said commission-
ers, out of any moneys in the treasury not otherwise appropriated, any
surn or sums not exceeding twenty thousand dollars, and for which the
said commissioners shall account to the comptroller of this State."

This act xvas passed after six years of continuous trials, in the course of
which Mr. Clinton's project was alternately approved of, then repudiated
as a chimerical speculation, and finally adopted by men of better sense.
Nosw that the enterprise has been consummated, anid that its magnificent
results have cdemnonstTated most clearly the precision of that great nmans
calculations, it is laughable to peruse the debates of that period, where
one finds so much ignioraiiice adorned with all the graces of eloquence, so
many errors disguised under the semblance of truth, and so many absurd-
ities uttered -with a lofty assumption of authority and wisdom. All this
is deposited in the archives of the State, to remind future generations that
wheli a legislative body is composed of ignorant mnen, it becomes, defacto,
a source of great mischief to the country, and that no legislator is entitled
to the least praise, except when the correctness of his views and the
plausibility of his actions hlave been practically demonstrated by results
'conducive to the real happiness and welfare of the community at large.

In accordance wih the provisions of this act, a committee was ap-
pointed, with MIr. Chliaton. at the head as chairmrian. Under his direction,
all the requisitions contained in the act were successfully carried out; the
terms upon which the loan wvas to be raised were agreed upon; and before
the legislature had been twenty days in session, a report from the com-
mittee was submitted to the consideration of that body. The suggestion
containe(l inl the report having been fully approved of and adopted, it was
ordered that the ceremony of commencing the first excavation should
take place on the approaching 4th of July, the anniversary of American
independence, wkich was accordingly performed -with great solemnity
and pomp. The fact that the people had expressed themselves in such
decided terms ill favor of Mr. Clinton's project, and 'that the legislature
had actually ordered the work to be executed, did not suffice to allay the
asperities of the oppositioll which continued to denounce, through the
public prints, what had been done, as the work of favoritism and party
spirit; andi resorting to the grossest rind most virulent language in the
effort to blacken the character of the man who had projected an enterprise
so beneficial to the country. It was all in vain, however, for these de-
clarnations failed to upset the good sense of the people.

While the works on the canal were in full tide of operations the popu-
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larity of Mr. Cliiton rose so high that fie was actually elected governor of
the State, a circumstance which contributed in the happiest manner to
hasten thle conlsummation of an undertaking, the results of which were
destined,, at somne futture day, to become thle subject of universal adnllira.
tion. The canal was entirely completed in 1S25; although ever since the
year 1S2() considerable b:erief ts had been derived from that portion of the
work which had been finished at all earlier date, and consequently sooner
thrown open to trade.

Thlus, through the medium of a loan of eleven millions and a half of dol-
lars, and without imriposing additional btirdens upon the masses, the gov-
erminent of the State of New York, although reduced to a state of bank-
rllptcy, and with a population suffering everywhere froro poverty, was
enabled to construct a work, the profits of which would have appeared
almost fabulous if they had not been made manifest to the eyes of all the
world.
As thle object which I have proposed to myself in this memorial is to

convince by means of arguments founded on ascertained facts, I have
been at some plains in collecting all the necessary data for the formation
of a statistical table, which shall demonstrate most satisfactorik what
have been up to this day thle effects of the loan system, as applied to the
construction of the Erie canal, and other undertakings of a similar char-
acter,, both -in Pennsylvania and Ohio. The following table is topiedk
from statistical accounts, published yearly by the government of New
York. From it an opinion may be forined of the progressive increase of
revenue oln the Erie canal, and the equally progressive increase of public
prosperity.
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Table: Tolls collected on the Erie canal and its branches, from 1820 to 1835
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Tbli collected on the Eric canal and its brftnchcsjftom 1820 to 1835.

Years. Erie and Champlain Oswego. Cayuga and Seneca. Chemung. Crooked. Total.
canal.

1820 - - $5,437 34 _ _ - _ $5,437 34
1821 - 14,388 47 _ _ - _ 14,388 47
1822 - - 64,072 40 _ _ _ _ 64, 072 4(
1823 - - 152,958 33 _ _ _ 1527958 33
1824 - - 340,761 07 _ _ _ _ 340,761 07
1825 - - 566,11297 5_ _ - 566,112 97
1826 - - 762,003 60 _ _ _ _ 762,003 60
1827 - - 857,058 48 - . _ _ 857,058 48
1828 - 835,047 28 $2,557 67 $229 70 _ _ 837,834 65
1829 - - 795,054 52 9,439 44 8,643 49 - _ 813,137 45
1830 - - 1,032,599 13 12,385 18 11,987 08 - - 1,056,971 39
1831 - - 1,194,610 49 16,271 10 12,920 39 _ - 1,223,801 98
1832 1,195,804 23 19,786 20 13,893 04 _ - 1,229,483 47
1833 1,422,695 22 22,950 47 17,174 69 $694 00 $200 34 1,463,714 72
1834 1,294,649 66 22,168 02 18,130 43 3,378 05 1,473 40 1, 339, 799 56
1835 - 1,491,952 36 29,180 62 20,430 14 4,714 98 1,830 55 1,548,108 65

Total - 12,025,205 55 134,738 70 103,408 96 8,787 03 3,504 29 12,275, 644 53

pt4
0

Tolls collected on the Erie canal and its branches, from 1820 to 1835
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According to the exhibits of the foregoing table, the Erie canal has

produced, in the course of fifteen years, the sum of twelve million two
hundred and seventy five thousajid six hundred and sixty-four dollars and
fifty cents-showing a clear profit of seven hundred and niinety-seven
thousand six hundred and iinec dollars over the original outlay in the
costs of construction, which only amounted to eleven million four hun-
dred and eighty-eight thousand thirty-five dollars and ninety-nine cents.
Trhe debt incurred by the loan has, therefore, been cancelled by the pro-
ductive energies of the work itself.
The income for the last year was one million five hundred and forty-

eight thousand one hundred and eight dollars and sixty-five cents: so
that the real value of the work at the present moment may be set down
at twenty-five millions of do~!ars, which is a clear gain redounding to the
benefit of the public treasury, since the liquidation of the debt. The
value of the work must continue to increase in proportion to the increase
of its revenue, because the value of every kind of property depends upon
the quantity of revenue produced. Hence it mafly be inferred that, at
sonie future day, the value of the canal, estimated in. proportion. to the
rate of income derived from it by the public treasury, will be fifty millions
of dollars.
Such are the benefits that have accrued to the State of NewYork. Let

us now see what ihnrediate advantages the people themselves have de-
rived from. the enterprise.
The increase of agricultural pursuits, industry, and traffic, to be attrib-

uted exclusively *to the opening of the Erie canal, is shownI by a very
simple operation. The toll duties levied upon goods being at the rate of
:31y,,, per cent, it is evident that, in order to produce the gross inconle of
twelve million two hundred and seventy-five thousand six hundred and
forty-four dollars in the course of fifteen years, the amount of property
transported must have exceeded in value four hundred millions of dollars.
The revenue of the canal during the first year of its operation was seven
thousand four hundred and thirty-seven dollars acd thirty-four cents-
showing that the amount of goods transported mriust have been under two
hundred thousand dollars. The tollage for the last year was one million
five hundred and eighteen thousand one hundred and eight dollars and
sixty-five cents-exhibiting an amount of property taxed of forty-seven
millions of dollars.
The difference between two hundred thousand dollars and forty-seven

millions is not trifling; and yet this is precisely the difference we find in
the circumstances of the State of New York between the periods preced-
ing and following the opening of the canal. T1'hlis appears almost incred-
ible; but the data upon which the statement is mande are authentic and
official.
The increase of value in landed property produced by the Erie canal

can easily be ascertained by referring to the census which iv'as taken pre-
vious to the opening of tihe canal and the last, which was published in
1834. In 1815, an acre of land situated on the calial route was valued at
the rate of-five dollars; at the present day, not a single acre could be pur-
chased for less than fifty dollars. The thousands of acres which have
thus acquired ten times their original value, throdighoiit the vast area of
land crossed by the canal, constitute an amount of wealth in landed prop-
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erty greatly exceeding the four hundred millions in produce and merchan-
dise that have flowed through the canal during the last fifteen years.
The increased value of real-estate property consists in the foundation

of new villages on the margins of lakes and along the borders of the ca-
nal, where marshy grounds are dried up, in order to render the country
habitable. Every year, it is found necessary to issue a new map, in
which are always to be seen villages which had no existence the year be-
fore. The value of houses and. public buildings that have been erected
in the course of fifteen years amounts to an immense sum-which, how-
ever, cannot be specified with certainty until the next census shall have
been published.
Such are the results of a loan of eleven millions and a half of dollars,

invested in a speculation of public utility-although the project had been
obstinately opposed by legislators. who thought themselves wise, and
made a parade of the most ardent patriotism, as they thwarted Mr. Clin-
ton's views, and denounced him as a visionary. Many times, while re-
flecting upon this subject, I could not well avoid applying to the case in
question the maxim of the celebrated historian, Flavius Josephus, which
has remained engrafted onl my mind from the first time I perused it: " In-
capable legislators are a curse to the people-a calamity far more serious
than either plague, famine, or war: because the latter evils, although ter-
rible in themselves, are not of long duration; but the mischief caused by
the blunders of the former become a source of misery, to many genera-
tions." It was anl extremely fortunate thing for the State of New York
that the pernicious influence of those legislators who sought to defeat
Mr. Clinton's project (it may be fromt motives purely honest) did not pre-
vail for any length of tine. In view of this fact, I trust that those mem-
bers of Congress upon whom will devolve the duty of examining the
propositions for building the Nicaragua canal, and of adopting the proper
means for raising a loan to defray tthe expenses, will give the subject all
that mature reflection which its importance demands. I have placed be-
fore them the facts connected with the course pursued by the government
of the State of Newv York as anl example worthy of being followed; and,
with a view of anticipating any objection that may be made, upon the
presumption that this is an isolated case, I shall now proceed to cite two
others of the same character, which will suffice to show that, in each and
all of them, the happy results that followed were only the natural conse-
quences of regularity and order in the management of affairs.
The State of Pennsylvatlia,,the neighbor and rival of New York in all

that relates to progress and aggrandizement, could not witness the onward
strides of the latter without astonishment, and, taking up the maxim that
what has been achieved by one government call be accornplishled by an-
other placed in similar circumstances, and resorting to the same means,
began to reason thus: If the people of New York are becoming rich in
consequence of the facilities afforded to trade by the Erie canal, let Penn-
Sylvania have also hier canals wherever they can be constructed, and,
where insurmountable obstacles exist, let us have railways, that may afford
niew facilities to our.own commerce. As New York, in her days of pov-
erty,- had to resort to the loan system in order to pay the costs of her canal,
let Pennsylvania, whose funds are equally low, apply to money-lenders
for fulnds to defray the expenses of her public works. As New York ap-
pointed a committee familiar with all the administrative and economical
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branches of business to carry out her plans, let there be also a committee
appoi ted in Pennsylvania, intrusted with similar powers. Finally, if
New 'York has attained to legislative perfection by adopting Mr. Clinton's
system, the tendency of which is to enrirdi the public treasury through
the rnedium of public works that are of great benefit to the country, let
this system be adopted in Pennsylvania, and, if possible, upon a still more
magnificent scale.
In Pennsylvania, no time was lost in useless discussions. The lcgisla-

tors of that State, profitinlg by the experience of New York, have pursued
a steady (-course; and( the result of their operations is the best possible proof
that could he given of the wisdom of their proceedings. Tlhe general plan
for all the pulhic works undertaken by the government of Pennisylvania
comprises 601 miles of canal and 113 miles of railway, requiring an out.
lay of $22,114,915, which capital was obtained on credit. In 1834, when
a portion of the canal was opened to navigation, the tollage for that year
produced 8325,000; in 183.5, the works being much more advanced, the
sum collected amounted to $6.55,000; and in the month of June of the
same year, the governor addressed a special message to the legislature, in
which the following language occurs: " I take the greatest pleasure in atl-
nouncing to the legislature that the public treasury, at the close of the
present quarter, is in a condition to meet not only the ordinary expenses
of the government, without the necessity of resorting to taxation, but also
to pay the interest on tile loan raised for the construction of canals and
railways "

It is hardly more than twenty years ago that the territory now known
as the State of Ohio was only an uncultivated wilderness, inhabited by
bears and buffaloes. Em-nigranits from New England, with scarcely any
other baggage, as M. de Toc(queville observes, thani a Bible in their
pocket and a hatchet on their shoulder. went to take possession of those
lands, the fertility of which invited cultivation. As soon as a sufficient
number of emigrants had assembled in the new country, they formed a
State and organized an independent government. In 1825, this govein-
Went, convinced of the advantages of Mr. Clinton's system, passed a law
authorizing the construction of a canal between the Ohio river and Lake
Erie, 310 miles in length, which cost five millions and a half of dollars, ob-
tained on State credit. This work was completed in 1832. In 1834, its
revenue amounted to .$200,791; in 1835, it was increased to $430,000;
so that at this period, after paying the interest upon the loan for the cur-
rent year, there was a balance of $130,000, which passed over into the
public treasury.
Can any rational man say now that the loan system, as applied to the

construction of canals and railroads, has been ruinous to the people of
New York, Pennsylvania, and Ohio? Will not these incontrovertible
facts suffice to convince our legislators that this is the very system which
ought to be adopted in relation to the Nicaragua canal-a project present-
ing far more brilliant prospects of future advantage than could have been
entertained by the governments of those States? Could these govern-
ments, I ask again, have calculated upon the influx of an immense foreign
trade, such as would swell the revenue of our canal ? Did those govern-
mernts ever dream of the stupendous political prospects that are intimately
connected with the execution of a work like this-destined, as it is, to pro-
duce a most beneficial revolution in the whole mercantile world, and to raise
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our country to the foremost rank in the scale of commercial importance ?
It is impossible to shadow forth, even within the narrow limits of a me-
njorial like this, all the advantages that mnay he calculated on from this uni-
dertaking. I shall, however, aldd afew particulars, leaving an open field
to others, better informed than myself, to enlarge upon.
On the opening of the canal, the lake of Nicaragua will become the

natural point of coniimunication between trading vessels seeking a passage
through that channel. Persons acting as intermediate agents in procturilnlg
the earliest news and most reliable intelligence will soon be attracted to
the spot, to the mutual advantage of outivard-bound vessels and those re-
turining homeward. These agents will naturally select localities deemed
the most faLvoral)le for the prosecution of their objects, and become, as it
were, tire founders of new mercantile communities. The interchange of
news will presently be followed by an exchange of goods and produce;
large capitalists will be able to survey the two extreme lines of the mer-
cantile horizon at once; while merchants on a smaller scale, availing
themselves of this intermediate point of communication, will barter away
their commodities and effect their exchanges without delay: in short, the
advantage of position presented by this intermediate market will be such
as to induce a great many to establish themselves there, with a view of
extending their conunercial speculations to every available point of the
compass. The superb Carthage and the opulent Athens were not found-
ed with more brilliant prospects; New York and New Orleans, which at
the present day are the most frequented marts on our conitinent, must,
ii a very fiew years, be forced to yield the palm of superiority to the new
city which the spirit of trade will have founded on our own soil, and
ado pted as her favorite child; this city will become the depository of the
produce of every clime, and of whatever owes its existence amid perfect-
ibility to the progress of human industry; it will become the great focus
of intelligence from every part of the world, aild the commercial metrop-
olis of this hemisphere.
The opening of this canal will also give a powerful impulse to our agri-

culture, because, by affording facilities to exportation, it will encourage
the cultivation of those fruits which are indigenous to our soil, and which
are greatly esteemed in foreign markets. All the land contiguous to the
canal is exceedingly adapted to the cultivation of cotton, the sugar-cane,
tobacco, coffee, chocolate, indigo, vanilla, etc.; and, as plantations call be
laid out within the immediate proximity of vessels, the cultivators will be
enabled to carry on their operations under immense advantages, as their
crops could thus be exported directly, without the intervening expenses of
transportation, storage, and other commission fees.. As to the absolute
value that this privileged land would thus acquire, with so many facilities
for the transportation of its own produce, it were difficult to form a correct
calculation; it is rational to infer, however, that it would amount to mil-
lions of dollars, all of which would contribute to build up the fortune of a
vast number of our native families, as well as to enrich others from foreign
climes, that would flock to our shores in search of a prosperous and happy
country.
The immediate and natural results of commercial pursuits will be to

raise our nation to the dignity of a maritime power, which, in consequence
of its geographical position, must ultimately obtain a controlling influence
on both coasts of' our continent, and become, as it were, the medium of
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tie most important communications. The numerous assemblage of foreign
vessels villa enable ts to acquire a practical knowledge of naval architect.
ure, because the necessity of repairing the damages sustained by iner-
chantrien will have the effect of leading us to exercise our own ingenuity
in small experimental undertakings at first, until, as it frequently happens
with beginners in any of the other arts, we shall conclude by building
entire vessels out of the materials which abound on our own soil.
That branch of business which consists in supplying transient vessels

with fresh provisions, will constitute an important source of wealth.
Relying upon the certainty of finding abundant supplies at an intermediate
point, navigators will not be under the necessity, as heretofore, of encum.
bering their vessels with provisions sufficient to last their during the whole
length of the voyage. This point is particularly entitled to notice.

Being once in possession of facilities for frequent intercourse with
Europe, through the medium of the canal, we shall draw towards ourown
shores a considerable portion of the European emigration which is at
present pouring into Canada, and peopling the western solitudes of the
United States. By this means our population will greatly increase, and,
the indig nous race becoming mixed up with a civilized and industrious
people, the result will be a generation highly improved in appearance and
much better educated.

All the improvements that have been made in steam navigation are also
to be viewed as so mrany preparatory steps taken by time arid the genius
of enterprise, in order to bring the influence of steam to bear upon our own
country as soon as the canal project shall have been (carried into execution.
The introduction of steam vessels will facilitate our intercourse with the
whole American coast, the lake of Nicaragua becoming the central point of
attraction. All the nations situated on that coast, from Chili to the Russian
settlements, will naturally become dependent upon ourselves, without,
however, being exposed to the least curtailment of their national rights;
and, as the revenue of the canal would be increased in proportion to the
flourishing condition of their agriculture, their comnerec, and their indis-
trial arts, we shall necessarily participate in their prosperity.
By reducing what I have stated above into more concise propositions, it

will be seen-
1st. That the Nicaragua canal is the most stupendous undertaking, in

a commercial point of view, that could possibly be devised.
2d. That it is the most lucrative speculation that ever was contemplated:

because, if the costs of construction were even to amount to twenty niil-
lions of dollars, there is every reason to believe that thie revenue derived
from it would greatly exceed the amount of interest due on the capital.

3d. That the toll duties on the canal being levied upon foreign corn-
merce, and the moneys thus collected exceeding the arnount of interest
due on the capital invested in the work, it follows' that the debt incurred
in consequence of the loan would finally be liquidated at the expense of
foreign commerce, without the necessity of imposing any heavy taxes
upon the people.

4th. That by cancelling the debt in the manner specified above, the
republic will, in a very feu years, find itself in the legitimate possession
of a productive property which will add annually to the resources of her
public treasury; a consummation without precedent or parallel in the
world.
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5th. That by enriching the public treasury at the expense of foreign
commerce) whichl would, however, be highly beneficial in return,) our
people will be exempted, if not from taxation altogether, at least frorn a
considerable portion of those contributiorns Which, are indispensable to
support the government with that degree of dignity and decorum required
by thle exigencies of a civilized nations.

tah. That the value of our land -will be immeasurably increased, le-
cause the exportation of every kind of produce susceptible of being raised
on our soil, not only on the borders of the canal andl the Nicaragua lake,
but all along the Placific coast, being lhcifitated by means of a canal, the
larld will acquire everywhere a proportionate value, which it does not at
present possess-advantages wvhicli will redound equally to the bellefit of
all the other States.

7th, and finally. Thlat having constantly in viewv all that has been ac-
complished by the governments of the StiLtes of New York, Pennsylvcv.
nin, and Ohio, through the medium of national loans, I ani irresistibly
led to the conviction, that although our government is destitute of avail-
able funds, as it was thle case with thle governments of those States
above ipentioelcd, it has the power to execute thle wurk under considern-
tion by resorting to the alternative of a loan.

lkfore I conclude, I niust be perrmlitted to refer to certain promises,
snIoninly made to our people about six years ago; which, however, have
never been fulfilled. In a message to Congress, dated the 12th of Au-
gulst, 1S30, Senor B3arrandia. expressed himself in. the following terms:
" Above all, citizen representatives, the project for opening the grand
canal claims your consideration. rhe advantages that it presents are of
equal importance with the proof it affords that we are progressing in tlhc
ac(qutisition of credit and ill regularity of conduct.

"Ilhis is a work of peace anead of liberty combined. By carrying such
a project into executioli, we shall present to the world a striking, result of
our regeneration as a people, andl a successful vindication of those exalted
principles by which freemen are aciuated ill matters of general interest.
Over the vestiges of' blood and desolation left by an usurping power,
there shall be raised a tenli)le, emnblematic of the amity of nations and
the prosperity of the people. I doubt not but that the heart of every
representative swells with pride at this gratifying prospect of national imn-
portance, and final justification of our principles and our conduct in the
Ikce of nations. Then Nicaragua will becorne the true emporium of com-
mnerce, and present a most eligible location for the residence of the federal
government."
Let it not be supposed that I have transcribed these words for the pur-

pose of indulging in satirical comments; seeing that six years have
elapsed since they werc written, without the slightest approach to a reali-
zation of these flattering prospects of national. felicity! I desire to see
this magnificent temple of concord raised, not under the auspices of a
foreign power, but by our cwn government. I do niot wish to see the
present generation barter awav the hlonor and the glory of aggrandizing
themselves by their own efforts, and of leaving behind them a monu-
ment which shall remind their posterity that tihe Central Americans of
1836 were the founders of their greatness. I desire to see this govern-
ment, which has certainly not been elevated into power by mly vote, use
that power to effect the opening of the Nicaragua canal, wvhidh, if accoin-
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p)ished under its immediate direction, -will entire it to the gratitude of
evbrNv Central Arnerican, and obtain for it a credit amnlong foreign nations,
which at present it certainly dnes not possess. I desire, in short, to see
this governiinent go to work with so nlinch earnestness aiid energy in thle
matter, that when that of 'New Grenada wakes up from the lethargic sluim.
bers in which it is reposing at present, it shall be by the noise occasioned
by the crowbars and pickaxes with which our laborers are making their
excavations. Such are my wvishes; and I have rio doubt but-that they
will be well received by the government, and concurred in by all my fellow.
citizens.

I believe I have now accomplished all that I had proposed to myself in
preparing this tneniorial; if not with all the perspicuity which the import.
atice of, the subject -derriandS, at lejtst as wel.cl.as my limited means of in-
formnation would permIit rme. It has cost rme no little labor to collect the
da -ta and falcts to 'which reference has been rrinade, but I am amply com-
pernsated. l:y tile pleasing reflertion that I have been erinp)loyed, however
gralmuitowisly, for the good of ray coulitry. I nia also consoled by the
hope, that )nally of mlly f;jllowr-c(itizenls-CveIn those who differ from nme in
political selitieileits-Wvhen they peruse this memorial, will do mie the jus-
tice to believe that. neithler til effects of long albsence, nor the infllelnce
of other causes equally painful andc disagreeable, the rerlnrien)raibce of
vlwici can only cease to afflict whl-en it is btlotted out of my limemorry, have
beezi able to inipair my affectionate devotion to the land of mvy birth, nor
lesseii tile fbivor of rlly supplica tions for her prosperity.

13RHOOKLYN, 5S~ejlvc6er 24, IS36.

No. 7.

[TranslrAtion.]

GOVERNMENT HOUSE, COMAYAGUA,
October 13, 1S47.

I have laid before the President of this State your esteemed note of the
10th of Septermber last; and in consequence of it, he has been pleased to
desire rne to answer you as f allows:

It has beeii repeatedly demoinnstrated irrefragaibly that the pretended
King of the Mosquitos, recognised as stuch1 by the British government alolle,
wantts thle smallest shadow of domiziioii over anis part of thle territory of
Honduras; and it cannot and ought not to be considered a fact, that on
the north coast the uncivilized tribe wvanders errant, promptly styled the
Mosquito nation. The question has already been explained by the press
in the various writings published, and no new proof is necessary to be
alleged to show on which side justice rests. Therefore, and because
no0w in a hostile mariner all intinatign is made that a property which has
belonged, and does belong, to Hollniduras, will be taken, no reasons will
be added(, since it is easily seen that force, and nIot conviction, will
terminate the dispute spontaneously raised.
You, in the name of your sovereign, make a formal declaration, with-

out previously announcing to my governmient that you are officially com-
petent to do so, with notable injury to the dignity pertaining to the su-
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preme powers of this State, introducing unusual forms, and offendingagainst maxims generally admitted by all civilized people. It is also
remarkable that the enflighltened cabinet of St. James, under thle title of
Protector of thle Chief of ile uncivilized M'losquitos, and which alone, of
all the golvernlents of tWe eartlh, recognises them, should' arrogate tle
right of making.claims and intimations which exclusively belong to him
wh1o, it is to lbe supposed, would be benefited by promoting thiem, and re-
Specting Which the least step has nott been taken. It is equally worthy
of notice that, without attending to any of the means prescribed by the
lasw of nations ftr appropriating a territory at most disputltble, force should
be resorted to, as if there were ino reasons to be heard, rights to be exami-
ined, forms to be observed, and jealousies to be awakerned.

Trhe nations of Europe and Armerica, sir, will not see with mournful
apalthy and indifference this new skvstetn of arcquiring territories, un-
known and contrary to the principles observed by general usage between
goverirnments. 'Fhe government of Honduras is wveak, and that of Great
Britain powerful; nevertheless, it will mnake its rights known. They will
have the same importance as if they were balanced between nations of
e(qal prepon11deran ce and resources. Tbherefbre, my government solemnn ly
protests tllat it Will use tlle means which all the world employs to guar-
atity its territory, and to repel any aggression ; and you or thelBritish
government wvill answer before Heaven ardll earthi ibr ltie ills Which the
Contest malay produce, which is provoked on the pretext of defending thre
rights of its protege, the chief of Mosquito barlbarians.
Thuls, sir, by supreme order, I have thle holnor to reply to your esteemed

note above referred to, assuringy you, &c.,
SANTOS GUARDIOLA.

'0om thse President of NVicaragua to the President of the United States.

translationn.]

LEON, December 15, 1817.
DEAR AND GOOD FrIND: I havte for some time desired to establish

relations of amity and commerce with the republic which you have so
worthily governed since your induction into the supreme power, because
I amll persuaded that an intimate Union between the two governments may
assure to both countries a happy and brilliant future. AMly desire, however,
was carried to the utmost on seeing in your message at the opening of the
29th Congress of your republic a sincere profession of political faith in
all respects conformable with the principles professed by these States,
determined as they are to sustain with firmness the continental cause,
the rights of America in general, and the non-interference of European
powers in their concerns. Now that events of serious imrport between us
and B~ritish officers render the establishment of these advantageous rela-
tions absolutely necessary, I feel the greatest pleasure in addressing to
you the present note, the sole object of which is to testify to you the sen-
timents of sympathy and confidence by which I am animated towards
you, sir, and your government, as well as my sincere resolution to form
the most strict relations of amity and alliance with your republic.
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My Secretary of State for Internal and Foreign Relations informs you
on this day, by a cominiunication addressed to your Minister for Foreign
Affairs, of all the circurnistances whlich. have taken place betwreenl uls arnd
the British agents, arnd of thle critical situation in which those circurn.
stances placc this government, it being the well-known design of the
court of London to establish colonies on our coasts, and to renider itself
tlhe master of the inter-oceanic canal for which so many facilities are pre-
sented by the isthmus ill this State; andl I am thus relieved fromn thle ne-
cessity of adding further details upon that subject. 1 have, therefore, to
recomnmend to you, in the mIost ugent manner, to give your attention to
this pressing allair; and I pray you, sir, to comnilunlicate to me with
e(lual frankness the resolution which you may think prol:er to adoplt with
regard to the matter which I subrmlit to your enlightened judgment.

SLuch1 is, iny dear ,anid good frieiiT, all that I have nowv to say to you;
and most happy shall I be if my prayers are answered favorably by thle
reception which I anticipate from your benevolence, as indicated by my
hlol)es and wishes. Meanwhile, I cani assure you that wvhatsoever may
lbe your determination, it will in no degree lessen the sincere attachment
which I feel towards vou, nor the sentiments of high esteem and consid-
eration with which I have the honor to be your best and rriost sincere
friend,

J. GUERRERO.'
His Excellency J,%iins K. IPoric,

residentsl f tue republic (f the UnLited States of Aimerzica.
NoTrE.-it does n(ot appear from the records of the Departmllent of State

tlhat the above coninllliCaltiOn was answered during the administration
of MAr. IPolk.

21!,-. 'S'alinas tb the Secretary of State.

[Translation.]

GoVERNMIENT HOUSE,
Grenada, lMa7rch, 17, 1848.

As the accounts anid rumors everywhere current with regard to the
agreement concluded on the 7th instant between this government and
Mr. Granville G. Locl. the commander of the naval forces of' her Britannic
Majesty onl the river ';,'In Juan de Nicaragua, respecting the occupation
of tile port of the same i:tme, may in sone way contribute to the contin-
uation of the acts of violence committed against this country by its unjust
aggressors, and affect the public opinion of other nations, thre Director of
the State of Nicaragua considers himself required by duty riot to remain
silent with regard to those circumstances, anid to give to the whole world,
anrd especially to his Excellency the illustrious President of tlhe United
States, a full knowledge of all the facts, in. order that, being thus informed
of their details, he may make his own judgment exact and impartial,
conformably with. the principles of equity and of the general interests of
nations. Suich is the motive and thle object with which the Director of
the State has ordered me to address to you the exposition contained in
tile present letter.



Doe. No. 75. 81

Ill 1S44 a vessel-of-xtar, in the service of her Britannic Majesty, brought
to the coasts of the northern side of this State Mr. Patrick Walker, in the
character of consul general near the chief of the Mosquito tribes, whom
they improperly term king, and whose residence was then established at
Bluefields. This act, which of itself alone revealed the tendency of the
cabinet of Great Britain to appropriate to itself the coast called Mosquito,
alarmed, as was natural, the pacific inhabitants of this State,.and our
minister plenipotentiary accredited near the courts of Europe, doing jus-
tice to the high trust imposed in him, addressed to the cabinet of London,
onl the 15th of' September of the same year, 1844, a protest, which he also
,addressed to your excellency from Brussels, with a statemnentof the affair.
You will allow me now to recall to your mind that document in which the
facets and the rights are set forth, supported- by unatnswverable reasons,
showing the title of Nicaragua to the possession, use, and enjoyment, as
heretofore, of all that territory comprised within the limits from Cape de
Grarias to the line of separation of this State from Costa Rica.

Mr. Walker established himself at Bluefields, where he constituted.
himself as the regent of the pretended king-dom during the minority of
the person to whom he caused the royal sceptre and investiture to be after-
wardls given; and hle communicated to the governments of Central Arlieri-
ca, and to that of this State in particular, the nature of the com.mis-
sion which he held from her Britannic Mlajesty, to defend the rights of
that person as beiiig an independent sovereign, and under the protection
of his government. My government refused to acknowledge Mr. Walker
in that character, as lie had not been officially accredited near this cabi-
net, nor had the court of London declared its intention with regard to
the questions which. au agent possibly unauthorized lead thus raised; and
thloglh it might have desired to drive him froui Bluefields, it did not
find itself in a condition to do so, as the treasury of Nicaragua, drained
by the expenses- of an intestine wvar, required a period of peace, in order
to be relieved, from the miserable condition to which it had been reduced
by these deplorable events.
Favored by these circumstances, the consult general of her Britannic

Majesty at Guatemala, Mr. F'rederick Chatfield, addressed a communica-
tion, in which he declared that the chief of the Mosquito tribes had been
crowned at Jamaica, with the usual ceremonies, and that the government
of her Majesty would at all times lend her powerful support for the settle-
ment of the questions which might arise respecting territorihl limits be-
tween the Mosquzito nation and the State of Nicaragua. My government,
however, proceeding ever with that moderation. and circumspection which
it had imposed on itself, in order to avoid giving any grounds of justifi-
cation to that of Great Britain, replied to Mr. Chatfield, that although it
had not acknowledged, nor never could acknowledge as a nation 'these
fewv and small savage tribes of the Mosquitos, as it had already. declared
through its minister plenipotentiary at Paris, in September, 1S44, of
whose statement a copy wuras sent, nevertheless it was ready to treat the
question in an amicablemanner. Mr. Chatfield said nothing more on
this subject, and the government confidently hoped that the British gov-
ernment would do justice to that of Nicaragua, and would establish an
order of things for the future more satisfactory to this State and to the
well-known interests of all nations having intercourse with it.
This just hope was, however, frustrated. The well known events

6
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which have since occurred here have led us to the conviction that so far
from hastening the period so ardently desired of a peaceful settlement,
Great Britain has only embarrassed the affair, and placed new difficulties
in the way by ernployiiig her forces in violent acts for thus obtaining
what might not have been easily effected by negotiation.
On the 25th of October of the past year, Mr. George Hodgson, appear-

ing with the title of late councillor to his Mosquito Majesty, comnmunica.
ted to the employes of this State residing at the port at the mouth of the
river San Juan an ultimatum, whereby it wvas declared that "1 unless that
place should be evacuated oil the first of January next, forcible measures
would be taken to effect that objects Such a notification, given by an
unauthorized person in. the name of a chimerical government, arnd at the
tine when the government of Nicaragua had declared to the Elnglish
agent accredited in the country its sincere desire to treat the question in
-a pacific manner, and to preserve harmony and good understanding with
Great lBritain, did not merit compliance, especially considering that any
condescension in this respect would have been a dereliction from the
dignity of the State, and a prejudice to its just rights; nor could it he be-
lieved that the government of Great Britain, which has always shown a
spirit of moderation and respect for the rights and possessions of inde-
pendent States, would support an enterprise so openly in violation of the
perfect rights of this State, by elevating the wandering Mosquito tribes to
a rank to which they do not aspire, from their absolute incapacity to
maintain it, to the humiliation of a fiee State, whose independence hias
been acknowledged repeatedly by the British cabinet itself.

Nevertheless) on the first of January of this present year, Mr. Walker
arrived at that part of San Jlan under the protection of a British ship-of.
war, for the purpose of taking possession of the place in the name of the
Mosquito King. The force placed there by my government was insuffi-
cient to make resistance, as it was placed there merely to protect the in-
terests of commerce in the warehouses of the State; and Mr. Walker,
taking an unfair advantage of the superiority of his forces, hauled down
tile flag of the republic, with insulting proceedings, and hoisted in its
stead the unrecognised flag of the Mosquitos, without regard to the prop-
ositions of' peace addressed to him by a commissioner sent officially by
the government of Nicaragua with the object of effecting a just settlement
of the question. Under these circumstances, it. became indispensable to
fortify the river of San Juan, in order to prevent further cncroachmeuts,
and to recover by arms what had been already wrested from the
State. In consequence, on the 9th of the same month of January,
the fort was reoccupied by the forces of Nicaragua, on which occasion
two prisoners were taken, withl some trifles belonging to the inva-
ders. Notwithstanding this victory, my government was no less de-
sirous for the adoption of pacific means, maintaining always due. consid-
eration towards the power from which all these difficulties came, and
those to which Nicaragua is entitled, torn in pieces as it has been by
convulsions and calamities of all kinds. The enemy of our repose' and
welfare did not act in the same manner; all its efforts have been exerted
in the employment of violence and coercion, without regard for reason,
and without hesitating at any means, how shameful soever they might be.
On the 12th of the present month, Mr. Granville G. Loch, command-

ing the steamer-of-war Alarmn in her Britannic Majesty's service, attacked
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'the battery ot La Trinidad, on the river of San Juan de Nicaragua, at its
tonfluence with the Sarapirlue; and by one of those accidents against
which human foresight cannot provide, he succeeded in dispersing the
forces in guard at that place, and occupied the whole course of the river
as far as the port of San Carlos, on the easLern shore of the Great lake,
making some prisoners and taking as hostages the administrator of the
cuistoni-house, the military governor of that establishment, and other of-
'ficials, who were residing there in tranquillity. Being master of that
point, which may be said to command this city, that of Itimas, and other
towns of less size on the borders of the same lake, hle demanded the re-
turn of the prisoners and articles taken at San Juan, as well as satisfac-
tion for the outrages which he alleged to have been committed onl the
British flag on the 9th of January, and security that the inhabitants of
San Juan should not in. future be disturbed, declaring himself ready to
enter into an equitable agreement on these points.
My government, unprepared for a breach of peace with the British

forces, and having always manifested a disposition to treat on every ques-
tion relating to San Juan in an amicable manner, having a high opinion
of the cabinet of St. Jlarnes, and believing the hour to be come when jus-
tice would be done to it through its agents, received with great pleasure
the invitation of the British commander., and did not hesitate to submit
to that imperious necessity by yielding to measures which promised an
easy and prompt settlement of the question. It therefore sent three com-
missioners to hear the propositions of Mr. Granville, with powers suf-
ficient to conclude an armistice, on the bases whereupon a definitive
treaty might be made with Great Britain. The commander Granville
conferred with our commissioners; but he considered himself without in-
structions for concluding any agreement other than on the base already
proposed by himn-a base utterly at. variance with the calculations and
desires of the Director of this State, as it tended solely to the recognition
of the Mosquitos as a nation, and of their chief as the legitimate sovereign
of the'said monarchy. With a declaration so imperative and precise be-
fore them, the commissioners of the government could do nothing, as it
would have been mere loss of time to make propositions of any kind upon
such bases, which the British commander rejected in a manner irrevoca-
ble; and under these circumstances, they considered it proper, for the
sake of peace, to sign the treaty, of which I have the honor tolsend you
herewith a copy, marked No. 1.
*My governm-nent, having seen and examined the report of the commis-

sioners, saw that no other course was left to it, as the father and protector
of its people, than to preserve them from the dangers and calamities to
which they would be exposed by a wvar provoked by the obstinate blind-
ness and the guilty ambition of a few British individuals; and it took.the
resolution of' ratifying 'these proceedings of the corhmissioners, with the
expectation that a definitive treaty of peace with Great Britain should de-
termine the question; and in the mean time it addressed to e Court of
London the declaration and protest herewith sent under No. '2 From all
this, it may be easily inferred that the submission to all that was required
by the British commander was merely and purely provisional, and was
with no other object than to relieve the State from the evils to which it
would have been subjected, in spite of any resistance possible on its part;
it being, moreover, notorious that we were surprised by an unexpected
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attack on tle part of a powcr to which not only had we given no grounid5
of complaint, hut we had ever considered it as the friend of Nicaragua,
arid as entirely at peace with us.
For these reasons, the Director of Nicaragua desires to make knowNvi

to all the powers of the earth, as required by his honor arid his
duty, the injustice of the proceedings of the British agents in this af-
fair, aid the falsehood of the motives alleged by them for their hostile
operations against a State which has never ernployed any other means of
defence than those of reason and justice. Being, moreover, certain that
th'e justice of the cause of Nicaragua will excite the strongest sympathy
in the noble and magnianirmous breast of his Excelleilcy the President of the
United States, the Director makdles it his duty to declare that if the designs
of Great Britain should be to take possession of the shore of the Mosquito
country, and of the port at the .niouth of the river of San Juan, it should
from that reasnn refuse to conclude a definitive treaty, as stipulated in
the sixth artirli of that of " Cuba;" the State will never consent to the
dismemnbermient of tlhe smallest portion of its territory, nor will it ever
accept any indemnification or equivalent which ruay be offered therefor.
And in order to secure its just rights against the measures above men-
tioned, anid to protest against the consequences which mnay ensue from
any measure tending to injure theem, by repeating the declaration which
Sehor Francis Castellan, the minister plenipotentiary of the State, made
ini its niame in September, 1844, my government relies on the respecta-
ble mediation of your supreme government in the terins expressed in my
communication of the 12th of Noveimber of last year, heing fully persuaded
of the principles of liberty anid justice which the enlightened government
of your happy republic p)rofbsses in flavor of all anrd each of the, States of
the continent of America.

I eagerly enmibrace the present occasion to renew to your Excellency
the assurances of' my high anid distinguished consideration, anld remain
your obedient servant,

SEBASTIAN SALINAS.
His Excellency the MINISTER OF FOREIGN RELATIONS

*f the SiTreme Government of the United States.

NOTE.-It does not appear from the records of the Department-of State
that the above communiication was aiiswevred during the administration
of Mr. Polk.

No. 1.

Extract from the "correspondence respecting th e Mosquito territory,'
"presented to the House of Commons July 3, 1S48, iM pursuance of
their address of .4pril 3, 1848."

"Treaty concluded by Captain Loch, on the part of Great Britain, with
the Commissioners of the State of Nicaragua.

" En consecuencia de las desavenencias que han tenid9 lugax entre la
Gran Bretafta y el Estado de Nicaragua con relacion a los lirnites del Terri-
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jorio Mosquito, y quo han producido choqtues enitre amnbas fuierzas, el Go-
biicnio tie Nicaragua ha nombrado'Coirtisiondos, ii los Softores Miniistro do
Hacienda Licenciado Francisco Castellon, y Licenciados Juan Josi Zavala
y-Jos6 Maria Estrada, para que en union del Seftor Grahville G. Loch,
c~apqitn"del buque I Alarrma,' do, Su Mage.tad Brithnica, oficial principal
delosbquos y ernbarcaciones de la division de Jamaica perteneciente h

,la estacion de Norte Armerica y las Iridias Occidentales y al mando do las
fuerzas'u-nidas de Sa Magestad Brit~nica on el Rio do San Juan-de Nicar-
agua, arregle las diferoncias entre estos dos poderes; despues ~de una pro-
rneditada y madura deliberacion, han couvenido en los articulos sigui-
entes:

4910 El Gobierno de Nicaragua entregari al Seftor Capitan Granville
-G. Loch, en esta Isla do Cuba, doce horas despues doe haberse ratificado
-este Tratado h los Sei~ores Little y G. Hodgson, heclhos prisiopetos por las
fuerzas del Estado de Nicaragua on 9 do Enero do 14S4, en el puerto do
San Juan.

cc 20. La bandora Niosquita y otras cosas tomnadas en el mismo puerto,
y on el mismo dia, seran devueltas sin ninguna dilacion. Y por cuanto
el Se-Fior Comhardante de Las fuerzas (de Su Magostad Britiinica pide so le

1 una esplicacion. satisfactoria por el Gnbierno do Nicaragua por el ultraje
.quo dicho cornandante pionsa haberse hoclio h la banderal Britiinica con
inotivo do haber arrealdo la Miosquita, que esta' bajo su proteccion. El os-
presddo Gobierno do Nicaragua declara: Quo ignoraba quo la bandera
Mlosquita ostaba tail coneccionada con la do la Iuglater-ra, quo un~ultraje,
hiecho ~iosta envoLveria un insulto it la do la Gran Bretafia; y quo lejos do
haber intotitado excitar el resoiithieinto de aquel pnder, ti~ne uni vivo
des~o do cultivar las ruas intirnas relaciones con aquel Gobiernlo.

6c30. El Gobierno del Estado do Nicaragua promote solemnnemnente nio
perturbar ~lo~pacificos habitantes del puerto do San Juan, bajo la inteli-
gencia do quoe un acts semejante serni considerado por la Gran Bretafia
como una declaratoria do hostilidades.

16 40. La tarifia establecida. on el puerto do San Juan eni la ocupacion
-del 10 de Enero, ultiirio, so considerard vijente, y no so establecerh ninguna
aduana en las inmiediacionos do dicho Puerto do San, Juan con perjucio de
sus intoreses.

11 5O El Sefior Comandante do las f'uerzas Britinicas con'viene en re-
tirarse del fuerte de Sari Carlos aL puerto do San Juan con todas sus
fieorzas, entreganido Los rehenes, prisioneros, y demas cosas quo ostan en.
-SU poder inniediatat-nenw, dospues del curnpliiniento delo estipalado en ci
prosento tratado.

1160 Lo estipulado en este tratado no ernbarasarii quo el Gobierno de'
Nicaragua ocurra por mnedio do un conmisionado cerca do. Su Mageitad
iBritauica at solicitor u~n arregLo definitivo sobre este negocio.

"1 En f6:do. lo cual firmanios el presented tratado, en la Isla de Cuba,
sobro el Lago do. Nicaragua, d Los 7, dias del mes do Mdrzo del afto del
Seftor do 1848,

,JUAN JOSP, ZAVALA.
"FRk~NCISCO CASTF8LLON.
"JOS1t MA. ESTRADA.

"9GRANVILLE0- G. LOCH."
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[Translation.]

" In consequence of disagreements having arisen between Great
Britain and the State of Nicaragua, with reference to the boundary of
the territory of Mosquito, and which have produced collision between
the forces, the government of Nicaragua have, throfore, appointed the
three commissioners, Licentiate Firancisco Castellon, Minister of Finance,
an(l Licentiate Juan Jos6 Zavala, and Jos(AMaria, Estrada, to meet Gran-
ville Gower Loch, esq., captain of her Britannic Majesty's ship 'Alarmn,'
senior officer of her Majesty's ships and vessels on the Jamaica division.
of the North American and West Indian station, and officer commanding
her Majesty's united forces employed in the river San Juan de Nicaragua,for the purpose of arrranging the differences, between these two powers.
"After full discussion and mature deliberation, the following articles.

were drawn up anrd agreed to:
" 1. That the Nicaraguan government surrender the persons of two

British subjects, Messrs. Little and G. Hodgson, taken prisoners by the
forces of the State of Nicaragua, on the 9th day of January,. 1848, from the
port of San Juan, and that they shall be delivered over to Captain Gran-
ville Gower Loch, in this Island of Cuba, within twelve hours from the
ratification of this treaty.

" '2. That a Mosquito flag and other effects, taken on the same day and
from the same port, be restored without delay; and that a satisfactory ex-
planation be given by the Nicaraguan government for tlie outrage that the
commandant of her Majesty's forces conceives to have been offered to
the British flag in hauling down that of Mos(luito, under her protection.
" Ezxplanation.-The Nicaraguan government were ignorant that the

Mosquito flag was so connected with that of E:ngland, as that an outrage
to it should involve an insult to that of Great Britain. They are most
anxious to explain that so far from desiring to excite the anger of that
power, it is, on the contrary, their earnest wish to cultivate the most inti-
mate relations with it.
" 3. That the government of the State of Nicaragua solemnly promise

not to disturb the peaceful inhabitants of San Juan, understanding that
any such act will be considered by Great Britain as an open declaration
of hostilities.
" 4. That the tariff established in the port of San Juan upon the occu-

pation of the 1st of January, 1.848, shall be considered in full force; and
that no Nicaraguan custom-house shall be established in proximity to tlie
said port of San J eari to the prejudice of its interests.

"c 5. That the British officer in command agrees to retire from Fort
San Carlos to San Juan with all the forces, delivering up the hostages,
prisoners, and effects now in his possession, immediately after the fulfil-.
ment of the various claims agreed upon in this treaty.

"9 6. What has been stipulated in this agreement will not hinder the
government of Nicaragua from soliciting, by means of a commissioner to,
her Britannic Majesty, a final arrangement to these affairs.

"IGiven under our hands, at the Island of Cuba, in tile Lake of Nica-
ragua, this 7th day of March, in the year of our Lord 1848.

"JUAN JOSE ZAVATI.
"FRANCISCO CASTELLDN.
"JOSE MA. ESTRADA.
"GRANVILLE G. LOCH."(
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No. 2.

(Translation.]

GOVERNMiENT HousE,
Grenada, March 13, 1848.

MY Lori): I have the honor to address your excellency, by express
command of the Suprerme Director of the State of Nicaragua, with the
important object of communicating information to you touching the ques-
tiOIs which appertain to the occupation of the port at the mouth of the
river San Juan de Nicaragua-of Wvhich I conclude you have received full
intelligence from Mr. Frederick Chatfield, your consul-general in Central
America-in order that the whole may be brought to the knowledge of her
Majesty your august sovereign, and that, with regard to this matter, that
fair and impartial judgment may be formed which is to be expected on the
part of a friendly government, whose distinguished sagacity and principles
of moderation are the surest pledges of its equity.
From the date of the 29th of October of last year, (1847,) when Mr.

George Hodgson, under the title of senior member of the council of his
Mosquitian Majesty, made known to mygovernment the intention of taking
possession of the above mentioned port of San Juan de Nicaragua, we are
of opinion that it has been proved, by arguments not to be contested, either
defacto or de jure, that the government of this State has not recognised,
nor canl it possibly recognise, as a nation, the fewv scanty tribes wandering
on the coast whose name they bear. Much less can it admit that
they have the right of dominion which they lay claim to over all that
shore, so as to include the above-named port of San Juan, which it is evi-
dent has belonged to Nicaragua from time irnineinorial, and during anl un-
interrupted continuation of ancient anid peaceful possession, as your Grace
will see in the note dated the 15th of Septemnber, 1844, which Senor Fran-
cisco Castellan, minister plenipotentiary of this State at several courts il.
Europe, addressed to his Grace Lord Aberdeen. Nevertheless, it has
never evaded the question; but, being always disposed to discuss it with
the pacific arid amicable measures suggested by natural reason, anid coun-
selled by international law, it has sought to find a skilful agent, through
whose means an understanding might be arrived at, but without success.

In fact, my lord, neither the chief of the said Mosquito tribes, nor the
English agents who have effected the protection which the government of
her Majesty was disposed to extend towards them, showed an equal dis-
position to come to an equitable arrangement; and the government of Nica-
ragrua, contrary to all its hopes and expectations, has found itself in the
sad and imperious necessity of taking measures of defence against any
aggression which might be aimed at its territorial integrity. It appeared
difficult, and even impossible, that the government of her Majesty, which
has been always so propitious to the cause of American liberty and inde-
pendence, should authorize its agents to carry forcible intervention into a
case which ought to be decided by reason and truth, with a State which,
though as yet nascent aid feeble, has givenl no cause to be treated, in the
midst of peace, like an enemy who has provoked the just vengeance of an
offended nation. Such was the conviction of my government. Such was
the opinion which her Britannic Majesty's government had merited from
it. It flattered itself that its weighty interposition would offer the surest.
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means of effkcting what was expected from the rights of justice and the
COU usels of prideneo, at d that inl this way the serious evils would be
avoided which so deplorable a state of things would necessarily produce-
since your government is the first Wvhich has coirminicated to the world
tlhat spirit of moderation, and that respect for the rights atid possessions of
independent states, which it professes with such sincerity, and which it is
desirous to instil in all other nations.
But all its hopes were unhappily disappointed. On the first day of the

month of January of this year, MAr. Patrick Walker, with the title of regent
of the so-called King of Mosquito, presented himself in the port of San
Juan de Nicaragua, tinder the protection of a vessel of Wvar, with the ob-
ject of effecting the occupation which had been intimated. In vain *vere
all the rneasiires proposed by an especial agent of the government of this
State to enter into a pacific arrangement; for the voice of reason was too
weak to be heard in the mnidst of the excitement which attended already
the negotiation of this aflair. The agent of the State, yielding, as it was
natural lie should do, to a superior force, made no opposition to the occu-
pation of the said port, but addressed to Mr. Walker the protest of which
I have the hotnor to enclose a copy, marked No. 1. That act should be
considered, not only as atn outrage upon the flag of the republic, which
was lowered with op)probrions anduiunusual noise, but aJso as a declaration
of war, not to be tolerated by my government; Mr. Walker proceeding,
as he did, ill the nanie of tribes which it considers, though undisciplined
and barbarou-s, as suil)jects of the State, and who consequently mnerit pun-
ishment by its laws, as guilty of high treason. It was therefore neither
consistent with its power nor its duty to permit the pacific enjoyment of

K an occupation acquired by violence and maintained by force. It was thus
indispensable to try all weans of renioving from the place those persons
whc), under such auspices, had takenlpossession of a locality which nmy
government considered to belong to the Slate; and, with this intent, when
the force departed from the port, the new occupation of the 9th of January
was effected, in wvhich two persons were taken prisoners, who exercised
offices in the name of the invader-some other inconsiderable trifles being
taken at the same tirme_ All this appeared conformable to the law of na-
tious; and my government understood that a moderate exercise of this law
could not offend any one, and much less the worthy government of her
Majesty the Qtieen of the three United Kingdoms, with which it has
always endeavored to cultivate relations of amity and confidence, which

igiLt serve not only for the maintenance of its political system, but also
of the peace and mutual intercourse of the two countries.

After the affair of the 9dm1 Of January, another event took place, which
it was not possible to foresee, nor was it within the means of mly govern-
mnent to guard against. (Captain Granville G. Loch, in command of her
Britannic Majesty's ship-of-war "Alarmn," arrived at the port of Sati
Juan de N ncurtia, accompanied by two other vessels; which forces pen-
etrate(d intO the interior of the river, without having previously comniniiiii-
cated with the commandant, who was there, by order of this government,
intrusted with the defence of the same, and, on the 12th of the following
February, attacked the forces which were stationed at the point of Sera-
pique. The forces of the State yielded, with very little resistance; and
Captain Granville occupied the whole course of the river with his vessels,
as fur as the port of San Carlos, which is situated at its entrance, arid
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uipon the eastern shore of the Great lake, whence he addressed to this gov-
ertirnent the cormuniuication, of which a copy is enclosed, marked No. 2.
My government, always disposed to preserve the good harmony and cor-

dial understanding with Great Britain which must one day produce the
most grateful and salutary fruits in favor of the two countries, replied to
(JCaptain (Granville in the terms expressed in the copy No. 3

In consequence of those communications, the government of Nicaragua
appointed the little island of Cuba, sitiuated upon this lake, for a confer-
ence upon the points proposed by Captain Granville, Damirng as its repre-
sentaiive a commission of three persons, with sufficient powers to conclude
a treaty which might put an end to the differences which had been raised,
and avoid a rupture between the two nations.

In consequence, the persons deputed bL Nicaragua, proceeding in con-
formity with their instructions, offered to the commander of the British
forces-

1. That Messrs. Hodgson and Little, taken in San Juan, as agents of
the Mosquito nation, should be delivered uip to him. at a place to be agreed
upon, with the understanding that the delivery should take effect only
under the idea that the aforesaid commandant claims them as British sub-
jects-a quality which my government could not have recognised in them,
both being in the service of an unknown power, and especially Mr. Hodg-
son, who has admitted himself to be a native of Bluefields, and of Mos-
quito origin-as is, moreover, undoubtedly known from other sources;
and unrder this quality he was claimed by the British vice-consul, Air. John
Poster.

2. Also to deliver tip the flag and other articles taken in San Juan on
the 9th of January, proceeding always with the understanding that they
are demanded by all agent of Great Britain, and that this act of deference
i;; performed wholly iii obedience to the consideration professed by Nicar-
agua to so powerful and august a nation, a circumstance which must
dispel every idea that this State could have had the smallest intention of
offending the British flag when our officers in San Juan lowered a flag
unknown to us which had been forcibly hoisted there, and which,
according to international usages, as understood by us, could not be con-
founded with the British flag.

3. With respect to the assurance demanded by Captain Ganville, that
the persons who occupied San Juan should not be molested, although it
was the duty of my government to preserve the integrity of its territory,
yet yielding to the interest of a valuable friendship, it would on this
account consent to leave the port of San Juan in possession of the repre-
sentatives of Great Britain as a deposite, until the republic of Central
America, or the State of Nicaragua itself, should send a minister to the
British cabinet to discuss, in our name, the question of the right of prop-
erty in the said port.

4. rTat this agreement being concluded, by virtue of which the host-
ages, prisoners, and other effects which were in the power of the corn
mandant of the British forces, devolve to the State, the whole should be
restored to the stalt quo of the first of January, until the question be
decided between the two governrrients. The said commandant agreeing
to these propositions, a proposed treaty, drawn up in conformity with the
same, was presented to him, a copy of which I enclose, marked No. 4.
What can be a more striking testimony of the esteem and confidence felt
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by the government of Nicaragua towards Great Britain than that of in.
trusting ofne of our principal ports to its loyalty and good faith?
The declarations of an English commander, too generous to misemploy

the. position he was placed in with relation to this State, and too much
enlightened to prefer the doubtful rights of conquest to the measure of an
andicable negotiation which we were disposed to accept, were grounds
and motives sufliciently powerful to produce the expectation that the
hour had arrived for doing justice to a State which had employed no
other means of defending its rights than those of reason and of pacific
deinands.
But Captain Granville having unfortunately no other instructions than to

demand the giving tipp of the prisoners HoLLgson and Little, to require expla-
inutions upon the outrage which was supposed to be committed upon the
British flag, and an effective guarantee that the inhabitants of San Juan
should not hereafter be molested, the commissioners of the State did not
hesitate to sign, on the 7th instant, the treaty proposed by the aforesaid com-
nmandanit of the British forces, a copy of which is enclosed, (No. 5,) not-
withstanding the hardship which it involves in departing from the basis of
reciprocity which ought never to be refused in anl agreement of this nature;
but reserving the explanations which they thought desirable to bring before
the government of her Britannic Majesty, my govertinmtent has ratified the
treaty tinder the authority of the Constitbletit Assembly, to take effect fur
the whole term necessary to decide definitively "thv question between
this goverrnnezit and that of Great Britain respecting the territory of the
Mosquito) coast, through the mredium of a diplomatic agent who shall be
appointed to that court on the part of the confederation or of Nicaragua
alone, both by virtue of article 6 of the treaty itself, and in pursuance of
a decree to this effect issued by the legislative power." In the mean time
I ain authorized to declare to your Grace, that neither the above treaty,
nor the occupation of the port of San Juan, which is permitted provision-
ally, cani, by virtue of the samne, exclude or prejudice in any way the
rights which the State really believes to appertain to it upon the said port
and territory of Mosquito, and that its admission is not, nor ought to be,
considered other than as a demonstration of friendship and acquiescence
to her Britannic Majesty, with the confident hope that when the causes
shall have ceased which have created the difficulties that have occurred
between the two governments, its claims will be heard, and all those pos-
sessions restored which we have inherited from our ancestors, and which
we have maintained in peace before all the nations of the world, as the
nunister plenipotentiary which my government proposes to appoint to
your court, with the least possible delay, will have the honor of laying
before your Grace personally.

In making this candid declaration, the Director of the State of Nicar-
agua is firmly persuaded that the government of her Britannic Majesty
cannot but see in his conduct the most undeniable proof of his sincere
and continued disposition to maintain peace and a good unlmerstaliding
between the two countries, and that her Britannic Majesty, guided by the
same spirit, will be desirous of cultivating with this youthikil State the
friendship and good understanding which it desires fbr their mutual
benefit.

Allow me, &c.
SEBASTIAN SALINAS.
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Mr. Castellan to the Secretary of State.

[Translation.]
WASHINGTON, November 5,1848,

at tel fo'Clock at m-gut.
SIa: The undersigned has the honor to inform his Excellency the

President of the American Unifri that, having been appointed charge
d'affaires near the court of London by the government of the sovereign
State of Nicaragua, with the object of sustaining the rights of his country
to the territory of Mosquito,. and especially to the port of San Juan,
which was occupied in the beginning of January last by British forces, he
is now ill this city, on his way to the place of his destination.
The government. of Nicaragua, in conferring upon the undersigned this

important charge, has especially authorized himi to make known the meas-
Ure to the respected government of the United States, in order that it may,
if it should judge proper, instruct its minister plenipotentiary residing in
London, not only to sustain the rights of Nicaragua so far as they niay be
compatible with the political and commercial interests of this republic, but
also to regulate the terms on which the government of the Union might
afford to Nicaragua its friendly offices on the grave affair now in question.
The government of Nicaragua cherishes a well-founded hope that the

government of the Union, firmly adhering to its principle of resisting all
foreign intervention in America, and that being well persuaded of the im-
mense advantages which such a measure may produce hereafter to both
countries, will not hesitate to order such steps to be taken as may be ef-
fective, before things reach a point in which the remedy now believed to
be sutlcient will prove of no avail.
The undersigned will not nIowV enter into any other particulars, as every-

thling which his humble pen could convey has already been said in the
communications addressed to your Excellency by the Minister of Foreign
Affairs of Nicaragua otl the 12th of November, J847, and the 6th of
March, 1848, to which our cabinet is still anxiously awaiting the answers.
If, however, your Excellency should consider it proper, either from not
having received those papers or from wvant of further information on the
subject, the undersigned would willingly make it his duty to afford any
particulars which nmjay conduce to the end desired.
The undersigned prays your Excellency to deign to submit to his Ex-

cellency the President of the Amnerican Union ail that is here said ; and
to address the answer to New York, to the care of Senor A. J. de San Martin,
the editor of the 4"Cronica," No. 87 Cedar street, who will send it to
London, in case the undersigned should have quitted New York before
its arrival.
The nature of the affair is so serious, and it requires so much precaution,

that the undersigned finds himself under the necessity of depriving him-
self of the pleasure of personally presenting his respects to his Excellency
the President: he however hopes that he may be able to do so without re-
serve by this communication, and also to assure your Excellency of his
great esteem and consideration.

FRANCIS CASTELIJAN.
His Excellency the MINISTER OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS

of the Republic of the United States.
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NOTE.-It does not appear from the records of the Department of State

that the foregoing commijunication was answered (luring the adlmilnistra-
tion of Mr. l'olk.

Mr. Buchanan to Mr. -uise.

[No. 1.] DE'PARTAIENT ov S',Jr\E,
Washington, June 3, 1848.

SIR: The great extension which the coast of the United States on thle
Pacific has recently attained, followed, as it wvill be, by a rapid increase
of our popilatio)ti in that quarter, admonishes this -overnment to culti-
vate and strengthen, in a spirit of %vise forecast, relations of friendship
and commerce with tile other governments whose territories border upon
that ocean.
When the federation of the centre of America was formed, the govern.

meant and people of the United States entertained the highest hopcs and
felt the warmest desire for its success and prosperity. Its government was
that of a federal republic, composed of the five States of Guatemala,
I-Io0cdraas, Nicaragua, St. Salvador, and Costa Rica, alnid its constitution
nearly resembled that of the United States. This constitution Unfbrtu.
nately endured but a brief period, and the different States of Central
Amnerica are now politically independent of eachi other. Thie consequence
is that each of them is so feeble as to invite aggressions from foreign
powers. Whilst it is our intention to maintain our established policy of
Ion intervetitiorn in the concerns of foreign nations, you are instructed
by your counsel aid advice, should suitable occasions offer, to promote
the reunion of the States whicii formed the federation ot Central Arnerica.
In a federal union among themselves consists their strength. They will
thus avoid domestic dissensions and render themselves respected by thle
world. These truths you call impress upon them by the most powerful
arguments.
A principal object of your mission is to cultivate the most friendly re-

lations with Guatemala. It is now anl independent sovereignty, and is
by far the most popu1lou1s and powerful of the States of the former federa-
tion. Whilst representing your government at Guatemala,. however, you
will enjoy frequent opportunities of cultivating friendly relations between
the United States and the other States of Central America, which you
will not fail to embrace.

Thle erioneies of free institutions throughout the world have been
greatly encouraged by the constantly recurring revolutions and changes
in. the Spanish American republics. They are thus furniishied with argru-
ments'against the capacity of inan for self government. The President
and people of the United States have viewed these incessant changes
with the most profound regret. Both our principles and our policy imake
us desire that these republics should become prosperous arnd powerful.
We feel a deep interest in their wvelfare; but this we know can only be
promoted by free and stable governments. The enjoyment of libertyand
the maintenance of private rights cannot be secured without permanent
order; and this can only spring fromt the sacred observance of law. So
long as successive military chieftains shall possess the ability and the
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will to subvert subsisting governments by the swird, the inevitable con-
sequences must be a disregard of personal rights, weakness at hoome, anrd
want of character abroad. Inryour intercourse with the authorities of
Guatcmala and other States of'Central America, you will not fail to hil-
press upon therm our example, where all political controversies are de-
cided at thle ballot-box.

I have no doubt that thre dissolution of the confederacy of Central
Aimierica has encouraged Great Britain in her encroachments upon thle
territories of Honduras, Nicaragua, and Costa Rica, under the mask of
protecting the so-called kingdoin of the Mosquitos. We learni that under
this pretext she has nowv obtained possession of the harbor of Sanl Juan
de Nicaragua-probably the best harbor alongtb e hole coast. Her oh-
ject ill this acquisition is evident frorn tlhe policy which she has uniformly
pursued throughout her past history, of seizing upon every valuable corn-

nercial point throughout the world, whenever circumstances have placed
this ill her power. Her purpose probably is to olbtain the control of the
route for a railroad atid a canal l)etwveen thle Atlantic and Pacific oceans
by the way of the Lake Nicaragua. In a document prepared, as it is un-
derstood, by Mr. Macgregor, alnd printed by order of the British Parlia-
nient, which has been furmiished to IlC by Mr. Cramipton, her Britannic
Majesty's charg6cd'afihires to the United States, Great Britain claims thle
whole of the seacoast for thle Kinig of the Mosquitos from Cape Hon-
duras to Escuda (le Veragua. By this means she would exclude from
the, Caribbean sea the whole of Honduras south of Cape Hlonduras, and
tIme entire States of Nicaragua and Costa Rica, as well as the new Grenar
dian State of Veragua. Under the assured title of protector of time
kinigdomn of the Mosquito, a miserable, degraded, and insignlificant tribe
of Indians, she doubtless intends to acquire all absolute dominion over
this vast extent of seacoast. WVith what little reason she advances this
pretension, appears from tle convention between Great Britain and Spaiin,
signed at London on the 14th of July, 17S6. By its first article " his
Britannic Majesty's subjects, and tlme other colonists who have hitherto
enjoyed the protection of' Eingland, shall evacuate the country of thie
Mosquitos, as well as the continent in general and the islands adjacent,
without exception, situated beyond the line hereafter described, as what
ought to be thle frontier of tihe extent of territory granted by his Catholic
MuIajesty to thle English, for the uses specified in the third article of the
present convention, and in addition to the country already granted to
them in virtue of the stipulations agreed upon by the commissioners of
the two Crowns in 1783."

Thle country granted to them under the treaties of 1783 and 17S6 was
altogether embraced in the present British provinces of Belize, and was
remote from what is now claimed to be the Mosquito kingdom. The
uses specified in the tlird article of thle convention were merely, in ad-
dition to that of "cutting wood for dyeing," the grant of the liberty of
cutting all other wood, without even excepting mahogany, as well as
gathering all the fruits or produce of the earth, purely natural and uncul-
tivated, which may, besides being carried away in their natural state, be-
come an object of utility or of commerce, whether for food or for manu-
factures; but it is expressly agreed that this stipulation is never to be
used as a pretext for establishing in that country any plantation of sugar,
coffee, cocoa, or other like articles, or any fabric or manufacture by means
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of mills or other machines whatsoever; (this restriction, however, does
not regard the use of saw-mills, for cutting or otherwise preparing the
vood.) Sitice all the lands in question being indisputably acknowledged
to belong of right to the Crown of Spain, no settlements of that kind, or
the population which would follow, could be allowed. "' The English
shall be permuuitted to transport and convey all suchl -wood, and other pro.

duce of the place, in its natural and uncultivated state, down the rivers to
the sea; but without ever going beyond the limits which are prescribed
to themn by the stipulations above granted, and without thereby taking
a"n opportunity of' ascending the said rivers beyond their bounds into the
countries belonging to Spain."
And yet from this simple permission, within certain precise limits to

cut and carry away all the ditrerent kinds of wood, and " the produce of
the earth, uacultivated and purely natural,'' accompanied by the most
solemn acknowledgrrient on the part of Great Britain that all the lands
in question " belong of right to the Crown of Spain," she has by succes-
sive encroachmenits established the British colony of the Belize.
The government of tIhe United States has not yet determined what

course it will pursue in regard to the encroacllments of the British gov-
ernment as protector of the King and kingdom of the Mosquitos; but you
are instructed to obtain all the information within your power upon the
nature andi extent of these encroachments, and communicate it with. the
least possible delay to this department. We are, also, desirous to learn
the number of the Mosquito tribe, the degree of civilization they have
attained, and everything else concerning them,

Tile independence as well as the interests of the nations on the conti-
nient, require that they should maintain an American system of policy
entirely distinct from that which prevails in Europe. To suffer any in-
terferetice on the part of the European governments with the domestic
concerns of the American republics, and to permit them to establish new
colonies upon this continent, would be to jeopard their independence and
to ruin their interests. These truths ought everywhere throughout this
continent to 1)e impressed upon the public mind; but what can the United
States do to resist suhCl European interference whilst the Spanish Ameri-
can republics continue to weaken themselves by division and civil war,
and deprive themselves of the ability of doing anything for their own pro-
tection?
The relations between the United States and the States which.formerly

composed the republic of Central America, are of a character in which
this government has always felt a lively interest. On the 22d of Noveni-
ber, 1822, after the Central American States had achieved their independ-
ence of Spain, but before they were united under a common government,
the Congress of St. Salvador passed an act declaring that State a member
of our Union, and Messrs. Aree and Rodriguez were sent hither to nego-
tiate with this government upon the subject. No formal answer was
given to the application; but the regard of our country, and the confidence
in its institutions which it implied, deserve to be held in respectful re-
metribrance.
The federation of Central America had not long been formed, when its

government accredited to that of the United States a minister plenipoten-
tiary, with whom a treaty was concluded in this city on the 9th of De-
cember, 1826. This treaty was on a basis more liberal than any which
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had previously been concluded by the UInited States. Although from the
comparative insignificance of the commercial marine of that republic, there
might have been cause to apprehend that some of the provisions of the
treaty, though reciprocal in terms, would prove unequal in their opera-
tion, it is believed that no complaints of this character were made, and
that, in fact, there was no cause for them. Under the authority of the
treaty, consumers in Central America of articles from Europe or the East
Indies derived advantages from the competition of the intelligence and
enterprise of merchants of the United States in supplying them, far out-
weighing any benefits which that country could possibly have enjoyed
from interposing impediments to the admission of our vessels and their
cargoes. 'This, indeed, seems to have been the conviction of the Central
American government itself, so long as it existed. You will notice that
the treaty was to iast twelve years from. the date of the exchange of the
ratifications; and that it did not contain the clause which has since been
introduced into many of our treaties, providing for its continuance. In
consequence of this, in 1S3S, shortly previous to the expiration of the
treaty, Mr. De Witt, the charge d'adlaires of the United States at Guate-
mala, was empowered and instructed to renew it. The new treaty was
accordingly signed on the 14th July, 1838. It contained a stipulation
that the ratifications were to be exchanged in this city within eight
months from its date. Mr. De Witt, having received leave of absence
from his post, quitted that country before the treaty had been acted upon
by the government of Central America; and when he reached the United
States, bringing the treaty with him, the period limited for the exchange
of the ratifications had expired. In consequence of this, the treaty did
not go into operation. Mr. De Witt died soon after his return home, and
no successor to him as charge d'affaires of the United States to Central
America was appointed. In the summer of 1S39, however, Mr. J. L.
Stephens was sent a special agent of this government to that country, for
the purpose, in part, of proposing to the Central American government
that the ratifications of the treaty should be exchanged, notwithstanding
the lapse of Ihe time within which that ceremony was to have taken place.
On reaching that country, however, he wa9 unable to accomplish the
object in consequence of the dissolution of the government of Central
America.

In the summer of 1841, Mr. W. S. Murphy was also despatched as a
special agent to Central America. It was stated in his instructions, that
since tile return of Mr. Stephens there was reason to believe that a con-
federation of sonie kind and to some extent had been formed in Central
America; that, in the opinion of the President, it was desirable that this
government should be in possession of authentic information in regard to
the condition and prospects of that country. If he should find there any
organized government with the title of the federation of Central America,
he was to endeavor to effect with it the arrangement in relation to the
treaty, which Mr. Stephens failed to accomplish. He ascertained that no
government existed with the title above mentioned. He was informed,
however, that there was a league or alliance among the Central American
States, but he did not discover its nature or extent. The department has
reason to believe that since the mission of Mr. Murphy, attempts have
been made by some of those States to form a league for the purpose of
transacting business with foreign powers, but it is doubtful whether any
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of these attempts have succeeded; and it is almost certain that at the pres-
eut time there is no federal government in Central America entitled to tile
privile-ges or responsible for thle duties of a sovereign power. By a decree
bearing date thle 21st of Marchl, IS147, the State of' Guatemala declared
itself a free and independent republic.

Trhe department is informed that tile government of Guatemala has re-
cently expressed a disposition to form a treaty with the United States.
rThiSi diSpoSitiOnl is reciprocated by the President. At as early a period,
therefore, after you have beeoo received by that goverrinmjent, as you may
judge proper, you may inform the Secretary of State of (Guateniala that
you are empowered to negotiate a treaty with his goverwrient, adl yosu
will request that, if the government of Guatem-iala is disposed to eiter upon
tile negotiation, a person way also be empowered for the same purpose oil
its part. As it cannot be anticipated that the Guatemalian government will
object to the treaty signed by MvIr. IDe WVitt and Mr. Alvarez, on behalf of
their respective governments, on the 14th July, 1838, you may propose the
adoption of that treaty between the United States and Guiatemala. It is
alhmiost literally identical with the treaty between time United States and the
federation of Central Amrierica of thle 5th J)eccmhner, 1826. Thle variations
between thlemt are mentioned in the accomlpayipng extract from the in.
structions of this department to Mr. De Witt of the 28th of March, 1838.
You are also herewith furnished wvith a full power to conclude a treaty

of commerce waith the republic of San Salvadnr. Similar treaties with
the other States of Ge!ntral America would probably be useful in fostering
our trade with thenm, and in protecliug oumr citizen who mlay visit or reside
in their territories. It is not, however, deemed advisable to empower you
to conclude a treaty witeh either Nicaragua, Honduras, or Costa Rica, 11 til
you shall have conm-municated to the departniet. more foir anid authentic
statistical information in regard to those States thaim that Which it now'
possesses. You will accordingly be dilligent in collecting this inforillation,
which it wvould be desirable that the department should receive without
any delay which can be avoided.

I am, sir, very respectfullly, your obedient servant,
JAMJ1IES BUCHANAN.

To ELIJAH HISE, Esq., 1X c., 4-c., 4c.

0k. Hise to M1r. Buchanan.

[Extracts.]

HONDURAS, PORT OFOFMOA,
October 26, 184S.

SIR: My health having improved at Havana, I left that city on the 12th
of October instant, tile earliest opportunity that occurred, and embarked
on the brigantine Leguno Lempromatia for the port of Isabel of the
Golfo Dolee, State of Guatemala. Owing to the light and variable winds
and calms, we have had, so far, a long and tedious passage-eight days to
Truxillo, and six days to the port of Omoa; from whence we set bail to-
morrow for Isabel, at which place we hope to arrive in a few days, and
from whence I shall set forth immediately on mules for the city of Guate-
mala. My health has, I think, continued to improve on the passage so
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fatr and if 1 can get fairly off from Isabel without a relapse, I hope to
reach Guatemala from that point in seven or ten days. I informed the
department, in my letter from Havana, that Carrera's government in Gua-
teinala was overthrown, anid lhe banished the country. It seerns that .Jou
Juan Antonio Martinez has been appointed provisional TPre~siden t. The
port of rurijxillo is not good: it is nothing triore than an indentation of
the coast, beginning at Cape Hondtiras, and reaching some twelve or fif-
teen miles west, protecte(d only on the southeast anid southwvest-otherwvise
exposed. rllhe townn, including tIie blacks arnd Caribs, anid all colors, has
a population of 15,0() souls, or thereabouts; its trade is inconsiderable,
and mtostly in the hands of the English ; it Consists of exports of-rnah og-
auiy, Santa Mlaria wood, anrd dve-woods; imports liquors and British dry
goods. The port of Ornoa is small and shuallowv, but safe for stich. ves-
sels as may or caln enter it; from two to five fiathonis is its depth; its trade
similar to that of 'Iruxillo, and ill English hands; its population is about
1,000, all told. Our consul, Mr. Sollin, resides here. 'T'here is a good
harbor about ten or fifteen miles east of Ornoa, called the port of Caralho,
but there is no town or village at it.
We passed in full view, in sailing from Truxillo to Ornon, a group of

islands, of whirich Raatan is thle most considerable, all of which, I learn,
have been claimed and occupied b)y Great Britain within the last few years.
The State of Honduras, including the region bounded by tile Mosquito
coast and the coast exteudiuug from Cape Gracias d Dios to the Rio l)olce,
is a most magnificenit country, unsurpassed inl scenes of grandetir atid
sublimity of aspect, and unrivalled in respect to its agricullural and mine-
ral resources. Gold, silver, anid copper are, or rather might be, its mine-
ral productions; sugar, cofle, rice, Indian corn, cotton, cochineal and
indigo, dye-woods of various kinds, valuable timber of several kinds, and
all kinds-6f tropical fruits, are, or miight become, its productions froth the
soil, and form part bf its exports. Th'lie soil of this country, as I am in-
formed, is of great and exhaustless fertility; yet tile vry 1sust portioi-n of
this valuable country lias been. appropriated by Great Britain to herself,
including the islands above named, in violation of the plaina territorial
rights of the States of Honduras and Nicaragua. The island of Raaawan
is one of the rnost beauLtiful and valuable in the world of the same extent.
I have seen a map of Truxillo, prepared by direction of the British gov-
ernment, on which is laid down the boundary of the country which the
English government occilpy in part, and intend to occupy altogether, and
claim tile right to occupy as the allies and protectors of the Mosquito In-
dians-a besotted, brutal, ignorant race of Indians who had never had
suelh a thing as a government since the days of the dominion of old Spain
commenced, and who, since the termination of that dominirion, have been
enibraced within the boundaries anid remainedtiunder the dominioni of thle
States of Central Amierica. Yet the British government pretend to be-
lieve in the existence of' an independent Mosquito kingdom, for which
thiey have selected, as I ain informed, a half negro and half-Indian as the
lKing, crowned him at the Belize, lionized him at Kingston, Jamaica, and,
as his friend anid ally, they occupy his pretended kingdoin, to which they
have assigned a boundary at their own discretion: beginning at the mouth
of the Rio San Juan do Nicaragua, embracing the same; running thence
with the river, embracing the same for some one or two hundred miles;
and running thence an arbitrary line through the States of Nicaragua and
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Hondura',, embracing sonvm of their important townsto a point in the
State of IIondaras indicated o, the nmap aforesaid; thence another arbi-
trary line running north until it strikes the Rootian river; thehice with this
river to the sea ji.ist cast of Truixillor; thence with the coast to the begin.
lling, ellhnr.cI!g some three or fite degrees of latitude and threat degrees
of longitude, >iod the whole (extent of' coast fronm thle month of thle San
Juan to the Cape Gr;acias a Dios; a'id thence west to TrIuxi!!o. ,Shall
this lbe permitted ? The States of Central Anmerica caiinot prevent, it
They have protested against it. forrnally , in strong terms; hutt this is all
they can do. There caln anid ill b(e no effecttial mneans of preventing
" the spread of British doini union over the whtole of Cen tral Aumerica, un-
less tlhe government of tle Uniite!d States interferes, firmly interferes, and
shall carry out-that celebrated decla ration imsade by President Mon roe olli-
cially-once favored by thel Conigress and natioit at large, and lmw ap
prov1ecl at least by. the present adridniistralino and its lrieiids"-to wit:
[You11 can refer to it.] I have nlot been charged with this sulhject, " nor
instructed particularly to take auy, action 1upo(n it." Indeed, 1 could do
nothing inore "' than to say to thle States of Ceitral Amierica, lIe firm,
do not yield, protest," &e. T'lhly callnut fight England! I wvill not
close this letter until I reach Isabel.
Would it not be better to vary the arrangements with tie contractors

for the nail steamers, so as to require thern to deliver the mail at the port of
San Juan de Nicaragua instead of Chagres ? inasmnuch as tine and ex-
pelnse may be saved, there being from thence water commuimmicati-n by
the said Rio San Juan, the lakes Nicaragua and Leon, to a point within an
easy day's journey of time port of Realejo, an excellent port of tihe, Pacific,
and a good road leading to it: thus thle travel across that infernal Isthmus
of Paiianam, over thle worst road 1upon0 earth, would be avoirled, as -well
as the sea voyage fromn Panmanna to tine said tort of' Rcalejo; and should
not tihe said contractors be required to touch at somnc of the ports ot Cen-
tral America and Mexico, either on1 the Atlantic or Pacific side? Trhe
British stearners that touch at Chiagres also take tine port of San J1uan in
their route throug-h these seas, and have seized that p)ort. and established
tariff regulations, have a custolmn-house and collector, arid demand tribute
from all nations for the privilege of entering a port of Central Amnerica, to
enter which, with their vessels, they lhave as m1uch right as Great Britain. -
The English clirm the right to occupy this country, above described, by
virtue of a pretended treaty with a trumlnped tip pretended king of the
pretended kingdorn of the Mosqulito tribe of Indians, a besotted, igno-
rant tribe of savages, who were under the dominion of old Spainl while
that dominion lasted ini this hemisphere, and subsequently under thle
dominion of ttme States of Central Anmerica. Now, waill thle United States
suffer Great Britain to enact on the stage of North America the same
bloody tradegy which she has already performed in Ilindostan and else-
where; and stand by and endure that she slhall have a commercial
monopoly in all these fertile regions, on this very continent of North
America, where in otir days of eveakniess we shook her dominion, and
wherein our strength, our commerce, dominion, and influence shorili
predominate? Should I conclude a treaty with the republics of Guate.
mala and San.Salvador, or with either of them, tIOw is the samDe to be
transmitted to XWashington for ratification ? My instructions are silent on
this subject. The last treaty with Central Anierica proved a failure, be-
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catse, I believe, it di(d Rot find its way to our capital in the time required
for its ratification. Now, I desire to be instructed in this particular. May
1 engage, at the eCxpensc of the government, a bearer of despatches to
carry to Vvsashington suchl treaty or treaties, or such other despatches, as I
in nmy discretion may dcem of importance to our govern-mient? It would
hardly be prudent to intrust important Idespatclies forom our governmrrient
to suclh mail conveyance as can be found in Guatemala, if indeed there
be any. If sent to Isabel, it vould be next to irripossible to find an
American vessel at that place to carry despatches to the United States.
Wc lhave no consul there-(hy the way, I have in idea of appointing one
there)-we have no commerce there; the Englisli have already in their
hands nearly all the trade in these ports, on the coast of Yucatan, Hon-
duras, and tiie Alosquito kingdom. Unless I am permitted to employ a
bearer of despatches, at the expense of the government, to carry home
such as I may deem important, I do not know that I can communicate
with the government at home fromt the city of Guatemala with. any cer-
tainty at all.

I tn'ke occasion here to speak of Mr. Robert Campbell, our consul at
Ravana. I arrived there in a low state of health nnd in a most depressed
state of mind. He was kind, courteous, and attentive to me-mredered mne
con'siderahle service, especially in aiding me to procure a suitable secre-
tary, and in procuiing from the governor-general of ithe island a written
perm'uissioni to enter Havana, and to leave that port at discretion, though
without a passport fromt any Spanish consul, as required by the law or

usage of the island. I feel grateful to hnil and should hope that he may
be continued consul at Havana; the duties of wvhich office, as I learned
upon. inquiring of the Americani residents there, hie dischlaroed with ability
and fidelity. By-tile-by, I should like to say something on the Cuba
question-a question upon which I think I anm pretty well informed-but it
wvould be out of place here. I would certainly give my support most cor-
dially to an administration that should be in tavor of, and knew /10w to
e/fct, the anrtexation of Cuba to the United States.

ANovember 1-,1S48.-We have, after a passage of twenty days, arrived in
the Golfo Dolce? and when within, twenty-five or thirty miles of Isabel
and, two hundred yards of the sliore, our vessel, ''1Legu noLernpromalla,"'
Captain Joaquin Slehe, of Saba, wetit upon the roclks, where we now re-
main. The captain and crew (all old Spaniards) are making every effort to
get her oft, anid I trust they will succeed; though I doubt, if this letter
reaches you, they will have succeeded, as I propose sending this by the cap-
tain to our consul at Havana, to he forrwarded by him to the State Depart-
ment, Whether the vessel is or is not extricated from her present rather
perilouls position, I have no fears lor the safety of her passengers and crew.

can get to the shore with our baggage, in the boats, two of which we
have-quite sufficient for the purpose. I shall, when I get there, set off from
Isabel as soon as possible-for Guatetnala.

I have the honor to remain, wvith sentiments of high regard, your very
obedient, humble servant,

ELIJAH HI-SE.
To the Hon. JAMEs BuCERANAN,

Secretary oJ Slate rt/ the United Rtates.
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Mr. Ilise to Mr. Buchanimn.

[ Extracts.]

REPUBLIC oF' GUATEMALA, CITY OF G1JATEMALAy
Decemcr 20, iSIS,

SInR: 3P V

The States of Nicaragua, Hondurras, arid San Salvador, have each pub-
lished to the world protests against the British occupation of the Mosquito
country and the port of San Jamn. I halve in my possession printed
copies of these protests. I confidently expect. that the government of
Guatemala (whezi there is one in being) will also coricur in such protest.
Costa Rica is said to be tiln(er British influence. I have learned-frorn
report mrierely that the ports of San Salvador have been blockaded by the
British manlof-war Champion; the object being to compel the State of
San Salvador to pay her pro ralta portion of pecuniary demands held by
British subjects aganinist the former federal government of Central America.

I will say here that I deein it to be necessary that an American man-of-
war should occasionally make its appearance ill the ports of Central
America, to inspire the penple arid governments of these States with due
respect for our country. I regret to say that the commerce of this country
is almost entirely monopolized by the British. 'English merchantmen are
constantly in. their ports, and English men-of-war constantly hlovering
on all their coasts, and I have mot known or heard of one American
merchantinan or maii-of-war being in any of the ports of Central America
since I have been in the country, or in its neighborhood. It is clear to
mv mind that Great Britain designs to become the owner and occupant, by
force or stratagem, of the ports on the Atlantic and Pacific coasts of Nica-
ragua, which will be the points of termination of the canal communication
between the two oceans, as contemplated to be constructed by the route of
the Rio San Juan de Nicaragua and lakes Nicaragua and Leon to the
Pacific,
This is believed, by the most intelligent men who have given the sub-

ject 1izucLi investigation, to be the most if not the only practicable route for
a canal between the two seas from Darien to Tobasco. Our acquisition of
the ports of California has tempted the English to lay their hands on the
ports of this distracted country, which they wvill undoubtedly seize, in my
opinion, unless prevented by the firm interposition of our government. l
will send to the department such documents as I may procure here that
bear on this important subject. # * 80
Would it not be advisable to give me an thority to make treaties with each
and all the States of Central America, equally with Nicaragua, to secure
the right of way over and through such comirmuniicatiolls, by land or
water, between the oceans as now exist, or may be hereafter made through
her dominions? I think I can treat with all these States by means of
(;oMmissiotlers sent by their governments to Guatemala for the 'purpose.
But it is certain that I cannot visit the capitals of the other States for the
purpose; for such is the enormous expense of travelling in this country,
that I could not afford it, Svere nzy salary even doubled. But I doubt not
they will send commissioners here, with ample powers to treat. San Sal-
vador has addressed me on the subject of a commercial treaty inl writing.
I have answered, requesting that they send a commissioner to Guatemala.
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San Salvador has passed a decree exempting American mail vessels in the
Pacific from tonnage duties or port charges for five years,. showing thus
a wish to induce such vessels (steamers) to touch in some of her
ports. * i I send herewith a manifesto, publ)isied by au-
thority of the government of Nicaragua, from which you vill perceive that
Mr. Patrick Walker, professing to be the co01sul-general of Great Britain for
the pretended Musquito kingdom, assuining to be guardian of their infant
King (crowned at Jamaica,) and on behalf of that kingdom, on the 1st of
January, 184S, took, with tLhe assistance of a British man of-var, forcible
possession of the port of San Juanl de Nicaragua, then held and occupied by
Nicaragua. On the 9th of the same month the troops of Nicaragua retook
this port, and two prisoners (Hodgson, and Little,) with the property which
had been before taken from them, and restored their flag; and ozi the 12th
of January, 1848, G. G. Loch, commodore of the British mani-of-war
Alarm, with the fore uinder his command, consisting of the said vessel anid
crew, again took forcible possession of said port, and of tile whole of hile
Rio San Juian de Nicaragua from the lake to the sea; and, as before, tore
down the Nicaragua flag anid restored what was claimed to be the Musquito
flag; anid whilst affairs were in this condition, the treaty herewith en-
closed was concluded. 1 send a printed copy of the decree of the State
of San Salvador, alluded to above. i 0 * V 0

With great respect, your obedient servant,
EALIJAHI HISE.

Mir. Iiise to the Secyt-cary of Stale.

[Extracts.]

GUATTEMALA, Bebiuary 8, 1849.
SIR: I send herewith the San Salvador Gazette, which contains a coin-

munication from Jose de Marroletta, charge d'affaircs from the governmrient
of Nicaragua to Paris, to the British minister, Lord Palinerston, on the
Mosquito question. It might be urged, in addition, that old Spallish
grants, issued during the dominion of Old Spain, cover a great, portion of
thie country and coasts now claimed anid occUpied by the English, under
the shallow pretext and subterfuge of protector of the Mosquito kingdom,
under a treaty with a person who was manufactured into a king fbr the
purpose. On this subject I refer your excellency to rnv previous letters
and despatches, for information on the Mosquito question.

I send you the Guatermalian gazette of the 31st January, containing the
correspondence and addresses on the subject of, anid delivered at, my
presentation. I have already addressed a note to Rodriguez, the Minister
of Foreign Affairs, in which he is referred to the treaty of I 826 with Central
America, and the De Witt treaty (unratified) of 1838, as the basis of a
new treaty with this republic, it being determined to-day. I have not
yet received an answer. I am in commrnunication with the governments
of San Salvador and Nicaragua, who will send coinniissioners here, with
a view of treating with the United States, I have no doubt, as soon as
they hear of the settlement of affairs here. I have also written touje fir
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Foreign Department of the State of Costa Rinn, to Send a C011nmissio-ner
here to trcat: yet I have no0 express authority t) m-iake treaties with arny
of theiP~O states, except (Gtiateinnal and Son Sutli;nd ir; but niv -niI
inst riuc~tiotis wout d seen- to rejquiire ti at I shoub cond thW d all the States
of' tett ral A meriien. It Nvon 1( be well to gi ye me ftIll authority to make
reci prrci ty treaties wvihIIIal these States, which [. cait do if they will send
corrijissioners here ; and I have no doubt they will, tiur Nicaraguia and San
Salvador have already written to that e~flect. I kcuid a page of' the Nicara-
gua Autizctte, containdig a correspondence between W. D). Christie and
S. Salinas,: the -lhornier consul-general of her Britannic MaJesty nlear hee
court o~f the1 Aio~quilo kin-dorn-tlhe latter M11inister of Foreign Affatirs of

Canz-it. be possible that the United States will permit Englannd to play
out the "alne site has comnnenced wvi d this part of'North Arnerica, which
wvill resulIt in hier colonizing this mag-nificent country of Central America,
to nmono plvi ze its commerce, and either to rnake, herself, or prevent
altogether the niaki ag of, a canal through Nicatraguia?

iPleaLLse scud mny letters and newspap-ers, to the latest dates.
WA'ith great respect, your servant,

E. HISE.
TIIo the lion. SECHFTATIV OF STATE

tf the Uttited 8~'It*es of Amer-ica.

.Mr. Il-ise to Mr. Buchanan.

LExtract

[NIo. 6.] UNITED STATEs LXoATTONT,
Guatemnala, l1,,bnruy 28, ISO9..

Sm - Sincemy last despatch, of date the Sth February, 1849, (No. 5of
the series.) I have agreed, wvithi the executives government of this republic,
iijot te rticles of' a treaty, which I atn now engaged in writing or

copying-, and which I know wvill be ratified by this government. It will
contain1 Precisely the provisions of our former treaty with the federation of
Central Atiuerica. I have also received letters, to-day, front the executive
government of the States of' San Salvador, Nicaragua and Honduras.,
informidrig me that those governments wvill send commnissionters, each, to
this city, to negotiate treaties with the Uniited States. I cannot do wrongl
in mia king1 reciprocity commercial treaties -with these States, thongli (as
before stated in my last letters) 1 ha\ve no expTCss power to treat but with
the States of Nicaragua and San Salvador.

I have learned, that the Mosquito Indians are sunk in the lowest state
of higorance and barbarism, being Wvholly destitute, of civIilization or
regular go verinment. TFheir itunber does not exceed live thousand; and
in their polificttl condition they bear the same relation to the States of
Honduras and Nicaragua that our Indians occupied, -with relatioh to our
govermntent, w~h~en situated within the kunowii and acknowledged limits
of somte of the States or TPerritories of the Union. I have received a letter
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from A-Tr. Ljivingston, our consul at the port of San Juan de Nicaragua,
asking advice. He vwas appointed as consul. for this port when it was
,occupied and belonged to Nicaragua, and his exequatur is, no doubt, from
that government. Yet now this port, having been wrongfully seized by
the Lnglishi, is occupied by them, and his oflicial character not recognised.

The Ihon. the rSECRETrAIIY OF STA.rPI
of the United States of Arnerica.

Affir. Iise to the Secretary of State.

[Extract.)

[No. 7.] GUATEMALA, Mliarch 20, 1849.
Sut : I tceem it proper to inforin you that since my despatch of date

the 28th of February past, I have proctired the approval of a treaty by the
executive council of the existing provisional government of this State, or,
in other words, its ratification in the form required by the laws and usage
of this country.

I hope to conclude treaties -with some of the other States, especially
Nicaragua and San Salvador. '
The H1on. thC S ECIWrR:Y O'F STATrE

of the United Slates ef America.

Mr. Hisc to the k&cretary of State.

[Extract.]

[No. S.] GU TEMALA, May 25, 1849.
Sin.: Sitice my despatch of the 20th of March last I have to inform the

Department of State that tfli State of HondLuras has sent to this city a di.
plomatic agent with the title and character of eharge6 d'affaires for that
State, accredited expressly to this legation; also, the State of Nicaragua
has sent a charge d'affaires accredited alone to this legation, who has ar-
rived in this place, accompanied by a secretary of legyation and an interpre-
ter. My tirc has heen most laboriouLSly occupied in corresponding with
the five States of Central America, and in actual negotiations within three
out of the five. I have concluded-tatrety withliGtiatenniala, and amn vow en-
gaged in negotiations with the Honduras adrl Nicaragua commissioners,
with whom I hope to conclude commercial reciprocity treaties very favor-
able to the interests of the Unitcd States; and I hope also (in the absence
of instructions or even precedent to guide me) to conclude a special con-
vention with Nicaragua of vast importance to the United States and to the
whole commercial world. I entreat the government at home to await the
event with full confidence in my desire as well as ability to secure thlein-
terests, preserve the honor, and leave untouched the constitution of my be-
loved country-the greatness and grandeur of which can,.never be apprsci-
ated by any as well as those wvho represent her at the capitals of other
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States. I say to the government await my action with full confidence7.for
matters are most urgent and: cannot be procrastinated. Englisli agents
and influence, ntlder the experienced direction of the British consul-
general, Frederick Chatfield, resident here, are alive andl at work, both in
Central America and at London, to produce results most inimical to the
interests of the United States, and to embarrass and obstruct mny negotiations
here. I lhave reference to the Mosquito question, and British occupation
of the territories of Nicaragua and of' all the ports on both sides of the
State, which may give them the control of any communication in that
State between the two oceans.

c * * * II * * * *

P. S.-I do not mean to be understood that the English have actually
taken possession of the territories of Nicaragua and all her ports; but that
she designs at no very remote period to do so, I have every reason to be,
lieve, from facts and evidence to which I have access here; her object
being to' have possession of the only practicable route for a ship canal from
sea to sea, and the possession and command of the ports on each side, at
whick the terminations of said canal must (if ever) be made. In this
view, immediate action is necessary and important. I am now engaged in
negotiating with Nicaragua on this subject at this time, and shall be care-
-fill to guardand secure the interests of the United States-our citizens ef-
fectually, if it can be done. * * * *

Most respectfully,
E. HISE.

The Hon. the SECRETARY OF STATE
of the United States of America.

Mr. Hise to Mr. Ckyton.

WASHIYGTON, SepteMber 15, 1849.
SIR: Since my despatch of the - last- was written and.forwarded,

I have concluded two treaties of amity and commerce: one with the State
of Honduras, and the other with the State of Nicaragua. These treaties
are precisely similar in their provisions with the treaty which I had pre-
viously concluded with the republic of Guatemala, and they each contain
in substance the provisions of the treaty between- the United States.and
the federation of Central America, which had expired by its own limita-
tion in the year 1836. Except in the treaties which I have made with the
'above named States, it is provided that they shall be of perpetual obliga-
tion between the contracting parties, unless either should give notice to
the other, after the lapse of twelve years, counted from 'the date of 'the
exchange of their ratifications, of their intention to terminate the same.
It was my intention also to conclude similar treaties with the States of San
Salvador and Costa Rica, but I was prevented' from executing this inten-
tion by the causes which will appear in my correspondence with those
States, to'which your excellency is respectfully referred for information on
ibis subject.
Our commerce with the States of Central America, for most obvious

reasons, muist progressively increase, and oui intercourse with. them
now begins to assume an aspect of much importance, because of the im-
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mense resources and great fertility of those countries, and the convenient
maritime conmmrunication between them and our vast and rapidly im-
proving territories on the Pacific ocean. It would be desirable, and by
no means difficult, to conclude similar treaties with the two remaining
States of San Salvador and Costa Rica, so that in the event the Central
Amierican States should again, as heretofore, form themselves into a fed-
eral union, or become united and consolidated under a single govern-
ment, our treaty relations with each and all of those States would be the
same, and all difficulty and embarrissment which might ensue from the
want of such uniformity would be forever abolished.
During my residence in the city of Guatemala, in pursuance of the in-

structioris from the government, I opened a corresponidence with each of
the five States of Central America, which is herewith submitted, and to
which reference is made for the contents thereof. The result of the cor-
respondence with the State of Nicaragaa was, the appointment of a
charge d'affaires by the government of that accredited expressly and
alone to the legation of the United States at Guatemala, by name Sr.
Don Ledo Buenaventura Selva, who was filly instructed and vested
with. ample power to enter upon negotiations, and to conclude with the.
undersigned a treaty of amity and commerce, and also a treaty or special
convention with the United States for the objects and purposes following:
1st. To obtain for the State of Nicaragua the protection of the government
of the United States. 2d. To obtain for the United States the right of
way, perpetually and without restriction, through the territories andL do-
minions of the State of Nicaragua; and 3d, to provide a plan and project,
the best that could be devised, for the speedy construction within the-
State of Nicaragua of a ship canal, or oceanic communication for the pas-
sage of ships from the Caribbean sea to the Pacific ocean. Accordingly,.
after numerous conferences and some corr. spondence on the subject,
(herewith communicated,) a special convention between the United States
and the State of Nicaragua was concluded, and signed by Sr. Don
Buenaventura Selva, on behalfof his government, and by the undersigned,
on behalfof that of the United States, in the city of Guatemala, on the 21st
June, 1849, which is herewith submitted, arid winlh, if it should be
approved .and ratified by the two governments, will, without doubXt, ini
my judgment, effect the objects designed, and produce the most- import-
ant results, favorable to the future prosperity, wealth, -and grandeur of
the North American Confederacy, as well as to the perpetuation of the
American Union, and the preservation of the integrity of the territories of
the United -States.
When I took my departure from the United States, on the mission to

Central America, the treaty of peace with Mexico had not been. ratified
by that power, and the countries of Upper California and New Mexico
had not yet been coded to the United States; nor was it them known that
the mountains, plains, and rivers of those countries contained the immense
stores of mineral wealth which have since been discovered;: nor was it
then foreseen that such an immense impulse would in so-short a time be
given to the commerce with, and the emigration to those countries, as.
hath since astonished the world; and I had, therefore, received no in-
structions whatever from the government at WashingtGan, to secure,.by
treaty with Nicaragua, the right of way for the government andi citizens
cof the United States through her dominions, or to mwxe aad. perfect &t
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plan for.the construction of an oceanic communication for the passage of
vessels across the continent, from sea to sea; the vast importance which
subsequent events have given to the subject does not seem to have then
occurred to the existing administration of our governmentt, and I was
wholly uninstructed on the subject, and without precedents, forms, or
example, to guide me, or at least none within my reach at the time. I
had not seen the treaty with New Grenada, which had not been ratified
or published until after my departure on my mission. In the mean time
the treaty with Mexico had been ratified, by which the countries of Upper
California and New Mexico were ceded to the United States; and whilst
at the city of Guatemala, the intelligence first reached me of the discovery
of the vast mineral wealth of those territories, and of the rushing torrent
of emigration thereto from all parts of the world. I had repeatedly, in
my despatches written to the Department of State, requested instructions
to be furnished to me; and again and again, in myletters to the Secretary
of State, I urged the vast importance of this subject, and the necessity of
securing the interests of the United States by prompt action. To these
communications to the government I never received a single line or word
of reply, and concluded that, as the government of.Guatemala was con-
stantly in a revolutionary state, the country involved in civil strife, and
the paths to the coast infested with banditti, So that there was not any
safe transportation of the public mails or of merchandise in the country,
all letters, public and private, directed to me, must be either detained at
Belize, or intercepted and destroyed on the route to the capital. Under
these circumstances, the necessity of the case, as 1 had just reason to.be-
lieve, being most urgent and pressing, I conceived it to be my duty, in
view of the great interests involved, and of the stupendous results that
might ensue, to seize the opportunity which offered, to secure those in-
tere-sts, and to insure those results, by concluding this treaty with the
State of Nicaragua, in the absence of instructions or precedents to guide
me. If I have erred in treating at all, or if the treaty made is so faulty
and defective in its provisions as not to merit the approval of the govern-
ment, I at least thought that I was doing right, and that it was my
duty to endeavor to seize and make available the chance that then offered
(and which might never be offered again) to secure for my country the
great ends and objects contemplated by this treaty.
Although the articles and sections of this treaty are somewhat numer-

ous and lengthy, yet upon a careful analysis it will be found that it pro-
vides for the three main objects, as hereinbefore stated, to wit:

1st. It secures for the government of the United States the perpetual
right of way, in a manner the most full, ample, and complete, for all her
public vessels, or other vessels in its 'employment, for troops, all muni-
tions of war, all public property, mails, and all public officers and agents,
civil and military, through any of the territories and domliions of Nicar-
agua, by land or water, from sea to sea, either by means of- the ports,
bays, lakes, rivers, and roads of said State, in their present condition as
unimproved, or by, through, and over any such canals, roads, or improved
navigable waters as may at any time hereafter be made and constructed
within said State by the citizens or government of either or both of the
contracting parties,.or by the citizens or government of any other nation,
or kingdom, or country. This right of way to be free without cost or
charge, perpetual without limitation as to time, and unrestricted with
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respect to the frequency or extent of thle use of the right, arnd sirnilar
rigIhts anid privileges of travel, transit, and transportation fbr their persons,
Property, anid merchandise, are secnrer.l to the citizens of the United
States, to be enjoyed onl terms as favortable as those granted to the citizens
of Nicaragua, or to the citizens or subjects of' any other governnmlent or
coun trv.

2d. It secures to the United States the right to frame, enact, and issue
a charter or act of incorporation for the organization of a comnpalnv of
capitalists, who are to have and possess the exclusive right and privilege
to construct and be time proprietors of the conternplated canals or roads
iii said State, and (be it observed) this right and privilege is secured in a
marnner so full and ample that the lUnited States has the mlost entire anid
unlimited discretion to mnlake just such charter, and to confer upon a
company just such advantages and rights, as may be deemed proper or
necessary, upon the most foill anid nature inquiry and consideration, to
secure the investment of the capital required, anid the speedy comnience-
ment anid completion of this grand enterprise; wrNhich charter Nicaragua is
bound to legalize and approve as the supreme law of her State.

:3d. It secures the patronage and protection of the government of the
United States for the enterprise, and extends that protection to the State
and government of Nicaragua, to maintain anld preserve its peaceful
sovereignty and dominion over its rightful territories, and guaranties
their neutrality. These three main objects are secured by this treaty in
a manner as perfect, full, and complete as possible; and I respecttlnly
submit the inquiry, Can it be much improved in these particulars? The
residue of' the instrument is composed of details which, if not approved,
may lie amended or stricken out by the Senate.

If the right of way through Nicaragua, as secured in this treaty for the
government and citizens of the United States, is valuable and im-lporlant,
then thle United States must protect and become thle patron of the great
works contemplated, and must protect the government and State of Nicar-
agua, -nd maintain the rights of the company, and the peace and neeu-
trality .A the county, otherwise the capital will never be furnished and
thle.work never commenced or completed; for the State of Nicaragua is
-mall in extent, its government feeble, and its population inconsiderab)le
in number, though turbulent and disordem'ly, so thlat revolutions, civil
strife, anid intestine commotions are of such frequent occurrence, and
foreign aggressions so much to be apprehended, that the enterprise ill
view would inevitably fail for want ot confidence, and because of the
want of that safety and security for the rights, property, anid privileges of
such company as might un(lertake the said works, as could only be found
in the protection of some strong government anid powerful nation, as the
United States. I ama well satisfied that the right of way, as secured in
this treaty, and the liberal plan agredcd to for the constructionli of said works,
could never have been obtained fromn, anid Would never have been
yielde(ld by Nicaragua, except for thle purpose of procuring the protection
of our governm-rent against the aggressions of other stronger States. If
the protection is refused, the right of way as secured in the treaty would
have to be procured only at iinmmense cost, and no project, contract, or
charter could be obtained by any government or company granting to
theni the exclusive privilege of making arnd owvning said works, except
upon such hard terms as would defeat thle object in view, and whicl}
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would never be approved by the capitalists of the United States or Europe,
and all such schemes in future, as heretofore, would fall to the ground
for want of money. The truth is, the right of way necessarily involves
and includes, as a consequence, the protection by our government of the
country through which it, passes. Of what value is the right without the
power to insure its continued exercise and enjoyment, and to remove and
punish all obstructions or infractions of such right? If the right obtained
is useful, valuable, and necessary, why, the government of the United
States would, to make such right available, have to protect the work, ihe
company, and the country whose prosperous and peaceful condition, and
whose continued neutrality, would be necessary to be pronroted and main.
tairned, in order that the usefulness and value of such right of way might
not be obstructed and impaired; and this, although the United States might
come under no treaty obligation to extend such protection. And of what
value to the United States is such right of way as is secured in this treaty,
unless the contemplated ship canal is actually made? And it never can
or vill be made, under our auspices at least, unless with the pledge of the
powerful protection of our government to the enterprise itself, as well as to
the government of the little weak State of Nicaragua.

I was induced with all possible despatch to conclude this treaty, because
I had information from authentic sources that English companies -were en-
deavorimg to procure for themselves the privileges which I haye thus
secured, and that the British government, by encroachments and aggres-
sions at the mouth and on the borders of the Rio San Juan de Nicaragua,
designed, no doubt, so to embarrass the subject, and to present such ob-
stacles in the way, as to defeat altogether the project of making a ship
canal between the two oceans. In the State of Nicaragua, I learned, also,
that this subject was exciting great attention and much interest amongst
the mercantile community and the commercial classes in the United States,
and that agents had bee.a sent from New York and New Orleans to Nica-
ragua to secure by con ract the exclusive privilege of building and owning
such works in that State, and one contract was made with the said State
by l)avir J. Brown, as the agent of an American company, a certified copy
of which is herewith submitted. Upon inspection, it will be seen that
this contract is wholly worthless, because of the hard terms imposed on
the company, and because of the undue advantages therein attempted to
be retained for the beriefit of the government of the State. Why was this?
The answer is, that Nicaragua by that contract obtained no equivalent (for
the privileges conferred) in the form of governmental protection from the
United States; and therefore she requires in said contract that she shall
have ten per cent, of the profits of the enterprise, and that the entire right
and property therein shall vest in the State at the end of- years. Con-
sequently, this contract will never be executed; and I have lately been in.
formed that it has not been, and will not be, accepted by the company.
The question arises, Will Nicaragua ratify this treaty? I answer, Yes,

undoubtedly, to procure the protection of the United States, as provided in
the twelfth article thereof. This treaty will be ratified, unless terms more
favorable to that State, and less favorable to the United States and to the
company, are afforded before its ratification takes place. It is true that, if
they can make a more advantageous treaty for themselves with the minis-
ter lately sent to Leon than the one herewith submitted, they will do so,
and in such case fail to ratify this. For example, in this treaty Nicaragua
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is not allowed any part of the pecuniary profits arising from the enterprise,
nor is she allowed to take or to have, at any future time, any right to, or
property in, the whole or any part thereof; and the United States have the
right, according to their discretion, to make such charter, conferring just
such privileges on a company as may be deoned necessary and proper to
effect the purpose designed. Now, if Nicaragua can get another treaty7
by which is secured to the State a large portion of the profits of such el-
terprise, and by which it shall be provided that the right of property to a
part or the whole thereof shall revert and pass to that State at the end of
thirty, forty, or fifty years, in such case, no doubt, Nicaragua would refuse
to ratify this treaty; but if terms more favorable are not offered, then this
treaty will be ratified, in order to have the benefit of the protection as
granted in the twelfth article thereof.
As to the important question of practicability-the question, Can a shrip

canal be made in Nicaragua?-my nmind has long been satisfied uipon this
subject. Upon an inspection of the nmap herewith submitted, it will be
perceived that in the midst of the country, arid occupying a large portion
of the whole area of the State, is the large, deep, navigable lake of Nica-
ragua, sending its waters, by the channel of the Rio Sari Juan de Nica-
ragua, into the Caribbean sea-the distance between the lake and the sea
being not more than twenty-five leagues, the river being wide, and of an
average depth of four fathoms, except where there are, on account of rocks
aid shoals, several obstructions to its navigation. There is also another
navigable lake, situated to the northwest of Lake Nicaragua, and commu-
nicating with it by a deep but short river. These two lakes, with the
two rivers above -namned, extend from the Atlantic to within a distance of
about twelve leagues of the excellent port of Realejo, on the Pacific ocean:
so that,-by building a canal from the said port of Realejo to the lake of
Managua, through a level country, (as I am well informed,) for a distance
of not more than ithirty-six miles, and by overcoming and removing the
existing obstacles to the navigation of the rivers above named, you have a
connected water-communication for the passage of ships through the con-
tinent fromn ocean to ocean.

All the means and sources of information on the question of the practi-
cability of this route are more accessible to the State Depaitment than to
myself; and that information will, no doubt, be collected, consulted, anrd
furnished to the Senate of tihe United States, if deemed necessary and
proper by the President. As two years are allowed for the exchange of
the ratifications of this treaty, there will be ample time to procure such in-
formation and evidence on the question .of practicability: so that the gov-
-ernment may have the means of deciding that important question-with
wisdom and certainty.

1 arn, with profound respect, your obedient servant,
ELIJAH HISE.s

Hion. JoHiN M. CLAYTON,
-Scci-etary of State of t1me United States.
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,tcr al crincntioon between the Uited Sla.9es of Amzerica and the Slate of
Nicarur"ua.

'lie united States ofr kinerica and the State of Nicaragua having, in
view the granid dcsigir of opeiiingg and establishing through thle.territories
of thle later State a rpa-ssaage ii1('uticorrnutliclation betweer the Caril)bbeanl sea
anl the JAwifie ocean, to flileilitate the conitnlerce between tle two oceaLis
ailld to praldce other great results, and designing to establish., regulate,
arid (deliilo thle grants, r s, privileges, aidZ irnillrnities that shall apper-
tatill to each oilier with refcretce to such great object by meinas of
a tIreatV andt special convlveition : (;-r tie acceoiiiplisitmerit of these desira'
ble pirpoInses, thle President of thle United States of Armerica, has conferred
full powelrs onI Elijah Hise, charLu6 d'aflaires of tile government of' said
States ill C'entral Amnerica, and tloe State of Nicaragua hath likewvise
granted full powers to Seflor Liedo. D)on Biuerravewrt nra Selva, charge
d'ailri-ires of the government of the said State of Nicaragua near the
United States legation in Central Arnerica, who, after having exchanged
their said full powers ill due and proper fornm, have agreed arid cdo agree
uipo(n the following articles:
A irrtcrx; 1. It is solemnly agreed between the two Iiigh contracting

parties iallt thl-e ,State of Nicaraguacltiotl grant to and confer upon the United
Staes of America, or to a coarpany of the citizens thereof, tire exoltsive
ri'r~t arid privilege to mnale, construct, and build within the territories of
thle, sa1iid State of' Nicaragua, through arid by tlre use and meanis of ally
of tlre streamtrs, rivers, hays, harbors, lies, or lands under tire jurisdic.
ti°n! or within the limlits of said State, a carnal or canals, or road or roads,
either ranilways or turnpikes, or anry other kind of roads, for the purpose
of opecirng a convenient passage aid connimunication (either by land alone
or water rlorne, or by both land and.water, and by means, if deemed
proper, ot locks arid darns, or by any other mnode of overcoming and re-
mlloving tire obstructions to the navigation of the, said rivers, lakes, lar-
burs, &-c.) between the Caribbean sea and the Pacific ocean for the transit
arid passage of ships, stearners, sailing vessels, boats, and vessels of all
hirirk,; o well as vehicles of every sort, used for the transportation and
conveyance of persons arid property, arid of goods, wares, and vnercrani-
dise of every description; and the United States, or the said company
Wlich-t may be formed by virtue of such charter as shall be made, as
herein provided, shall be permitted, ior the construction' of said works, to
procure, take, and obtain, within tile territories of Nicaragua, all kinds of
iriaterials, such as stone, timber, earth, and Wlhatever else may be neces-
sary Mid proper for the said purposes, free of any charge, so far as the
said iraterials may be procured on the lands belonging to said State.

Awtr. 2. Trle State of Nicaragua cedes and grants to the United States,
or to a (chartered company of the citizens thereof, as the case rrlay be,
ai)solnrtcly, all the land that may be required for the location andalconstrue-
troi oft said canal or canals, road or roads, and which rmlay be necessary
;-r tile erection of buildings and houses of every description for thle resi-
deiuce anid accommodation of the engineers, superintendents, rand labor.
ers, arid all others ernployed in the making and construction of thle said,

It' rl or iII governing, irranaginig, and controlling the same; and also
r tire erection of all such necessary buildings as may be requisite and
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proper for tile purpose of storing awvay therein all the tools, machines,
materials, aid. -property of every description which may be required for
use in thle c6nstruc tiOn, repairing, preservation, and management of said
works; a.nd should any portion of the lands or materials, or of the rivers,
bays, ports, or their coasts or lakes and their shores, which may be neces-
sary and proper to be applied for the location and construction of thre said
wvorks and their appurtenances, belong to individuals, thle State of Nicara-
gua agrees and(l undertakes to extinguiish. the titles thereto, and to procure
the sarne ulpon a just principle of valuation for tile aforesaid public works.
Thle aforesaidsessionn arid grant shall include a space of rnot less thal!
three lhundred feet onl each, side of' the lines of said works, and extending
all along the whliole length thereof, so that ample space be secured onl thle
margins of said works for the, convenient use thereof- Tlle just value of
such. of said lands. andi materials as inay be private property at thle date of
this treaty will be paid for' bjy said company.
ART. 3. It is agreed th-at if thle government of the United States shall

decide niot to undertake anid cozistruct the said works, then either thle
President or Congress thereof shall have time power and authority to
franle, enact, and issue a charter or act of incorporation, containing such
liberal )rovisons anld such grants of rights ard privileges (not ilCOlSiSt-
ent with tle rights of the contracting parties herein secured) as may be
necessary, convenient, or proper to etfect thle great objects-in view; -which
charter and act of incorporation shall provide as follows:

1. That the company which imay be fbrrned mind organized under and
by virtue of its provisions slhall be composed exclusively of the citizens
of on'e or both of the contracting parties who may subscribe for and be-
come the owners of lthe whole of the capital stock required for the said
works. If, however, such, citizens (thus leaving thle preference),shall fail
in due time to subscribe for and become the owners of tile whole amount
of the said capital stock, thle residLe thereof niot taken by them may be
taken, paid in, and owilied by tle governments of both or either of' the
contracting parties, or by the government or, citizens of any other nation,
kingdom, or country.

2. That said company shall have the sole antd exclusive right and
privilege. of constructingg and owning suchlxvorks as are herein named
within the State of Nicaragua, provided the sarne are cormnenced anld
prosecuted within the time limited in this convention.

:3. It shall authorize the said company Lo build acid construct said canal
or canals in such directions,, and of such width. and depth, as they shall
in their discretion determniine; and if thle plan of roads is in part or in
whole adopted, the route, width, kind, and number tthereof shall be de-
termuined upon by the said company as they may think proper.

4. It shall provide that said comllpalny rnay inake contracts, sue alnti be
sued, as a corporation, with a givezi name and style, have a corporate
seal, and engage ill all such. trade and business as may be. pyoper-and
convenient in promoting all the operations required for the attainminent of
the ends in view.

5. It shall contain provisions adequate for the organization of said
company; it shall provide for the appointment of the officers, agents, en-
gineers, surveyors, superintendents, and other ernployes of said company;
and that said company may make and adopt all its own, by-lavs and regv
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ulations, so that the same be not in conflict with the provisions of this
convention.

6. It shall provide that said company may not only build and construct,
but also alter, enlarge, repair, and reconstruct the said -works as they may
think proper; and that they may manage and govern the same, and man-
age and control the financial affairs of the corporation.

7. It shall provide that said company shall make annual reports to the
executive governments of the United States and the State of Nicaragua,
setting forth their receipts and expenditures, and the condition, operations,
and affairs of tile said company.

8. It shall provide that the managementoftile affairsofsaid coppan shall
be vested and lodged in nine managers, live of whom shall be appointed by
the company for the period of time and in a manner to be regulated by the
said charter; and in. like manner two of the said managers shall be all-
pointed by tile President of the United States, and two by the executive
chief of the State of Nicaragua; and that said nianagers shall appoint their
own president.

9. It shall provide that the government of either of the contracting
parties miay, through their committees, freely exainimme and investigate
the affairs, business operations, and condition, financial and otherwise,
of the said company; and for such purpose such committees may examitle
the books and papers of the company, and examine the officers thereof
and other witnesses on oath, and inrake reports thereon to their respective
governments.

10. It shtll provide that said company shall have the sole and. exclu-
sive right and privilege of conveying persons and passengers, and of con-
veying all steamers, ships, and vessels of all kinds, by towage or other-
wise, and of transporting in the vessels of others, or of their oirn, all
property, goods, wares, and merchandise, over, through, and upon said
navigable waters, canal or canals, road or roads, which shall be im-
proved, made, or constructed by them, at such. rates, charges, duties,
and tolls as the said company may think proper to establish, except, how-
ever, that the said charter shall further provide that all the vessels of war,
and all other public vessels of every description belonging to the govern-
ments of tile two contracting parties, as well as all other vessels Wvhiel
may be engaged in the permanent or temporary employment t of the said
governments to transport their troops, munitions of war, their public
property of all kinds, and to convey their public agents, consuls, muinis-
ters, and all their officers, civil and military, shall be permitted to have
the free and unrestricted use of the said canal, or canals, and navigable
waters, and shall, if necessary and required, be conveyed through the
same by the said company free of all cost and charge.' Said charter shall
further provide, also, that the public mails of the contracting parties shall
be conveyed and transported along and over the said works by the said
company, in their own vessels or vehicles, free of cost or charge; and the
contracting parties -agree and stipulate, with all solemnity, that the afore-
said rights and privileges shall be enjoyed by each other perpetually, and
that said charter shall provide accordingly. Said charter shall also further
provide that the citizens of the two parties shall enjoy and possess the
right and privilege, with their vessels, goods, merchandise, and property,
and persons, to pass and be conveyed through, upon, and over the said
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canals, roads, and navigable waters, on terms at least as favorable as the
subjects or citizens of any other nation or country.

11. Said charter shall provide that the said Nvorks shall be commenced
by said company within ten years after it shall be fully organized under
said charter, or otherwise forfeit their privileges; so likewise if they shall,
after said wvorks are begun, (dectare their intention to abandon then,
amd) cease to prosecute the same fbr four entire successive years inteln-
tioIIally.
ART. 4. The charter aforesaid may contain such other provisions and

grants of rights and privileges not in violation of, or in conflict with, any
of the preceding or subsequent articles of this treaty, as may be deemed
necessary, convenient, or proper for the objects in. view by either the
President or Congress of the United States; and the same, when
flamned and issued, shalt be approved and legalized by the government of
the State of Nicaragua; and no privileges or ernolurment§ shall be granted
in said charter to either of the contracting parties which shall not like-
wvise be held and enjoyed to the samoe extent, by the other.
ART. 5. The government of the United States shall have the right to

erect such forts and fortifications at the ends and along the lines of said
works, and to arm and occupy the same in such manner, and with as
many troops, as may be deemed necessary by the said government for
the protection and defence thereof, and also for the preservation of the
peace and neutrality of Nicaragua, to whomn pertain equal rights as inhe-
rent to her sovereignty.
Awr.T6. The public armed vessels, letters of marque, and privateers,

and the private -merchant and trading vessels belonging either to the gov-
ernmetits or the subjects and citizens of nations, kingdoms, or countries
with which either of the contracting parties may be at wvar, shall not,
during the continuance of such wvar, be suffered or allowed to come into
the ports at the terminations of said canals, nor be allowed to pass on or
through the same on anv account whatever; neither shall the vessels of neu-
tral nations, whether public or private, be allowed to convey, by means of
said canals, articles contraband of wvar to or for the enemies of either of the
contracting parties, or to or for other nations or States who may be at war
with each other. Nor shall the vessels of countries who are engaged inl war
with each other, owned or employed and armed by them to carry on
such war, during its continuance be allowed to pass through the said
canals. The public and private/ vessels of all nations, kingdoms, and
countries which are in peace with both the contracting parties and with
each other shall be permitted to enter said ports, and to pass or be con-
veyed through the said canals; but they shalt be subject, however, to the
payment of such duties, charges, and tolls as may be established by the
proprietors of said works.
ART. 7. The State of Nicaragua may of course exercise her right of

erecting and establishing, anywhere on the routes or margins, or at the
points of termination of said works, custom-houses and warehouses, and
to collect duties, according to her own laws, upon the goods, wares, and
merchandise imported for sale or consumption into her territories by means
of said works; and the State of Nicaragua may adopt and enforce all need-
ful rules and regulations to prevent smuggling, or the introduction of con-
traband goods in her territories. But it is expressly agreed that the State
of Nicaragua shall not impose, enforce, or collect any taxes, charges, or

S
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duties of any kind or amTIou1nt on the persons, (for passports,) oron property,
or on goods, wares, or rrerclhatdise of ayv clatss or kind, cr1 their travel
or transit over, or for passing throulh her territories by means of said
canals, roads, &c. ; provided the said property, goods, wares, and iner-
chandise shall be not sold or not introduced for sale or consumption into
tlie said State, but be exported to other states or countries.

ARIT. 8. T1hIe ports at the points of termination of said works shall be
free to both the contracting parties and their citizens, respectively, and
their publicand private vessels of all hinds shall enter and remain therein,
and depart therefrom, arid not be subjected. to the payment of any port
charges, tonnage duties, or other im positions whatever,
ART. 9. rThe persons employed in the location and construction of said

works, the owners thereof, and all their agents anad officers and emiployes
of every sort, shall be under the special protection of the government of
both the contracting parties, and they shall not be subject to any kcind of
taxation on their personls or property, nor shall they be required to pay
any contributions, or to perfbrin any civil or military duty or service what-
ever, for either of the two governments, during their employrmrent about
the said works; andi all provisions, including wines and liquors, and ail
merchandise imported into Nicara1a11f1 telir clothing and subsistence,
shall be free algld exenipt from all duties and taxes, direct or indirect;
anrd all such articles, property, stores, tools, implerrments, and machines,
&c., &c., as may 1)e required f;rr surveys andir explorations, and for locating
arid constructing said works, shillI.he imported into the State of Nicaragua
free front all taxes an-id duties whatever thereon; anid the vessel employed
in the importation of the said subsistcnc6, clothing, tools, implements,
&c., &c., shall also be free and exempt from all port charges and tonnage
duties in all the ports, rivers, lakes, or harbors on the coasts or within
the limits of the State of Nicaragua; and entire liberty is to be enjoyed by
the said compamiy to make full ald cornplete surveys and explorations of
the ports, bays, seas, lakes, rivers, and territories of Nicaragua, inl order
to the location of said works, and for the procurement of land and materials
necessary for the same, in which exploration and surveys Nicaragua, at
her own expense, may participate, if she thinks proper.
ART. 10. The State of Nicaragua grants and cedes to the United States,

or to a company to be chartered as herein provided, as the case may be,
all the land within two leagues square belonging to said State, and which
may be unappropriated at the date of this treaty, at each point of the ter-
minations of said worls, at the seas on each side. that is to say, three
miles square on each side of both ends of said works, to serve for the sites
of two free cities, which it is anticipated wvill hereafter be established at
said points: the inhabitants of which free cities shall enjoy the following
rights and immunities:

1st. They shall govern themselves by means of their own municipal
government, to be administered by officers (legislative, executive, and
judicial) chosen and elected by themselves, according to their own regu.
lations.

2d. They shall have the right of trial by jury in their own city courts.
3d. They shall have the most perfect freedom of religious belief and

of religious worship, public and private.
4th . They shall not be required to pay any tax upon their real estate

or other property, except such as may be imposed by the municipality,
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and collected for the city treasury, and to be used and applied for the
benefit of said cities.

5fth. They shall not l)e required to perform any military services, except
for the defence of the said cities in vwhichl they may reside.

6th. The said cities will of course be under the qualified dominion
cnd government of the State of Nicaraguia, not to be exercised in any
manner, however, in violation of their rights and immunities as herein
specified; and said free cities shall be under the protection of the govern-
ment of both contracting parties.

.AwRT. 11. Tile State of Nicaragua agrees that the United States shall
have, possess, and enjov freover, the following rights and privileges: that
is to say, the right ardi privilege to PBass, convey, transport, and send
throug1i all or any part of the territories of the State of Nicaragua, on
land or water, froM ocean to occarn, by means of her ports, bays, rivers,
lakes, and roads, troops, infrantry or cavalry, all kinds of arms, artillery
and munnitions of war of all kinds, her putiblic property of every descrip-
tioti, public officers, cisit antl irilitary, consuls, ministers, despatch
agnets, lier public mails and inail-u>eti ts, and all other employs of the
government of the United States of AmlericaL; and the same shall, all and
each, be permitted to lpass, be seat, anid lbe conveyed through said State,
in any manner as aforesaid, in the public armed vessels of the United
States, and iri all sulch other vessels or vehicles, public or private, which
may be in the temporary or permanen11101it e:riployment of the government of
the United States for any of tile purposes aforesaid, or in any other way,
free from all cost, and exempt from all taxes, duties, imposts, charges or
exactions of any kind whatever, either on the persons, property, vehicles,
or vessels, aforesaid; and all the aforesaid. privileges, and the said free
rights of way arnd of transit, shall be held, used, and enjoyed by the
United States of America (hut not by any other nation, State, or govern-
ment, except thle State of Nicaragua) without cost or charge, and freely,
whether the same be miadle througl-h the domninions and territories of
Nicaragua, as they now exist, or whether the said troops, munitions of
wvar, public officers, agents, empltoy6s, mails, pdibic property, vehicles,
and vessels, &c., shall be sent, transported, or conveyed by means of
improved navigable rivers, canals, or turnpilkes, or railroads, or any other
public improvements which may be hereafter made in the State of
Nicaragua, either by the government or citizens of the contracting par-
ties, or by the governments, citizens, or people of any other kingdom or
country; and the citizens of the United States shall have and enjoy all
the rights and privileges of travel, passage, transit, and conveyance for
themselves and their property and vessels of all kinds, through the ter-
ritories and dominions of' tile State of Nicaragua, as they now exist, or
through such canals or roads, railways, or turnpikes, or other improve-
ments, as may be hereafter made in said State, upon terms and condi-
tions in every particular as favorable as those enjoyed by the citizens of
Nicaragua, or by the citizens of any other nation; kingdom, or country.
ART. 12. In consideration of the premises, as set forth in the foregoing

eleven articles, the United States of America doth solemnly agree and
undertake to protect and defend the State of Nicaragua in the posses-
sion and exercise of the sovereignty and dominion of all the country,
coasts, ports, lakes, rivers, and territories that may be rightfully under
the jurisdiction and within the just and true limits and boundaries- of the
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said State; and whjen the circumstances and coiiditioni of tihe country
nray require it, the United States sliall erimploy their naval and military
force to preserve tire peace and maintalin tile necUtrality of tire said coasts,
ports, lakes, rivers, arid territories, auid to hold and keepl) tire same under
the domrinion and sovereignty of' the governnielt of tue State of Nica-
ragua, or of' the goveririrrent of sutrch State or political commllinliity of
which Nicaragua uray voluntarily become a member, or vwhichl of lher
owl. accord site rriay fiereafler be identified: p)rov'idedl, however, that tile
said sovereignty and do(inioinil of thle State of \icaragua, so guiarantiedl
as above, shall] not be lheld, miainitained, nor exercised ly said State in
any such mianiner as to coliflict, or to be inconsistenlt with tile rights alid
privilege herein secured to the United States and her citizens; arid to
prevent all misuniderstandinig, it is expressly stipulated that tile ULlitcd
States are not bound, nor (do they mirdertake to aid, assist, or suIpport
AicaragUa iu ollenlsive wars, or wars of aggression, waged and carried
on by said State with foreign powers, or With tile neighboring States oul-
side of lher just limiiits amud beyond. thle territories rightfully within lier
jurisdiction ; bUt the contracting parties agree arid undertake that, if ne-
cessary, the naval and military lor'ce ., and thle entire mreans and resources
of both the contracting parties, shiall be employed to put dowvnl all wars
and bloodshed arising tihereflroml, and to suppress all violations of the
peace alid interruptions of tile neutrality of tile said State of Nicaragua;
anid for further explanations, it is understood tilat if tire State of Nica.
ragiua should become involved ill a war with any foreign power or neigh-
boring State within her own borders, to delfend tile territories rightfrllyV
belonging to her, or to recover SUCh territories wrongftiully wrested from
her, the United States engage to aid arid defend Nicaragua iii carrying
on such war within her own rightful limits: provided, however, that
sucih war is jlst; and provided, moreover, that if' place is prevailing ill
tire State of lNicaragua, ro, wars or hostilities shall be first comninerreed
in said State by either of thecontractiing parties without previous friendly
consultations, arid unless wvith tile corrsent of both their governlllrenlts,
given according- to their laws anrd COnStitUtiOns respectively.
A [IT. 13. Tire comitnactilg parties, ill negotiating tills treaty, rlate hadl

ill view tine contract entered into betw\cenI. tire State of Nicararua, throu-1i
the commissioner Jose Trinidad MAlnoz, atid a certain company styled
" Comnpania de Tranisito de Nicaragua,'' composed of certain persons
named Willard Parker, Sinrcon. H. Ackcrinan, Ashur Kurshecedt, and
David J. Brown, through tile said iD)avid J. Brown[as their agent; which
contract was executed arid sigiled by said corninissiorier arid agent on
Marcll 14, 1849, and ratified by tire legislative power of the State of Ni-
caragua on, Mlarcl 16, 1849, and approved by the executive power of
said State oln the 1.7]th of March, 1849. Now in view of this contract, it
is further agreed as follows:

1st. If tire above-rianmed company shall accede to tlis treaty in all its
parts, or if they shall voluntarily abairdoni their contract, or if they shall
forfeit their rights umrder said couitract, by flailing, to performni arid execute
the terms arid conditions thereof iii due time, tlthen tills treaty shall re-
main and be valid in all its parts.

2d. But if the said company shall riot accede to this treaty in all its
parts, and if they shall trot abandon or forfeit their said contract, but if
they shall execute tire saille, anid corriply with its terms, arid build tire
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saidworks all in the time required, then, in such case, this treaty, in all
its parts wherein the State of Nicaralgua grants to the United States, or to
a company to be chartered by the Presideit or Congress thereof, the ex-
clusive privilegIe to be the constructors and owners of said works, shall be
void and of no force or effect.

3d. Nevertheless, in suich case as is set forth in the 2d section next
preceding, if said cornpauly shall aiecde to the fifth, (5th,) the sixth,
(6th,) and the eleventh, (11th,) and the eighth, (Sth,) articles of this
treaty, an(d shall cotisent atid agree that thie United States of America,
and tihe citizens thereof, shall have arid enjoy all the rights and privileges
therein granted to them, and as defined, also, in the tenth (10th) section
of the third (3d) article; then, in such case, the above-named 5th, 6th,
Sthi, and 11th articles of this treaty, as also the 12th article thereof, shall
be vailid and obligatory between thie contracting parties.

4th. But if in stuch case existing as is set forthi in the 2d section above,
the said company shall refuse to accede or agree to the said fifth, (5pth,)
sixth, (6th,) eighth, (Sth,) andel eleventh, (11th,) articles hereot, as speci-
fied in the preceding 3d section, then this treaty shall be altogether void,
and of no force or etTfct whatever. But the contracting parties, anticipa-
ting that said company, being satisfied that the great enterprise in view
cannot succeed unless under the protection and patronage of the two
governments, will concur and co-operate with. then in the promotion
thereof, they are assured that this treaty will meet their cordial approba-
tion, and that it will be fully acceded to by them.
The present special convention between the United States of America

and the State of Nicaragua shall be approved and ratified by the Presi-
denlt of the United States of America, by and with the. advice and con-
sent of the Senate thereof, and by the director of the State of Nicaragua,
with the consent of the legislative chambers thereof; and the ratifications
shall be exchanged in the city of Washington, Santiago de Managua, or
Leon, within the term of two years, counted from this date.

In faith whereof, wve, the plenipotentiaries of the United States of Amer-
ica arid of the State of Nicaragua, have signed and sealed these presents,
in the city of Guatemala, on the 2lst day of June, in the year of our Lord
sone thousand eight hundred and forty-nine, in the seventy-third year of
the independence of the United States of America, and in the twenty-
eighth year of the independence of the State of Nicaragua.

ELIJAH HISE. [L. .]
BUENAV'A SELVA. [ri. s.j

M1r. Clayton to Aik. lise.

DEPARTMENT OF STATE,
Washington, May 2, 1849.

SiRn The President having appointed Mr. E. George Squier io succeed
you in the mission to Guatemala, I transmit a letter to the Minist3r for
Foreign Affairs of that republic, announcing the termination of your
fltnntilois. You will take an early opportunity to deliver this comniunica-
tion to its address, and will inform the department of the date of the de.
livery. If Mr. Squier should not have arrived at Guatemala before you
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set out on youz return to the United States, you %vi]I commit the books
and papers of the legation to the custody of our consul there, or in hits
absence to that of any trustworthy person, preferring, of course, a citizen
of the United States.
Your despatches to No. 6 inclusive have been received.
I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

J. M. CLAYTON.
ELIJAH1 HISE, Esq., Arc., 41C., 4 c.

Mr. Clayton to Mlr. Sjuier.

EEx ract.]

DEPARTMENT OF STATE,
Washington, Mffay 1, 1849.

The controversy between the Slate of Nicaragna and Great Britain, re-
specting the Mosquito coast and the port of San Juan, has not yet been
adjusted. That port, seized by a British force, without any previous decla-
ration of war, in January, 1848, it is understood, still remains virtually in
possession of Great Britain. 9 Nicaragua has recently sent Mr
Francisco Castellon as her charge d'affaires to London, and Mr. Marcoleta
in the same capacity to Brussels. Mr. Bancroft, our minister at Loxidon.
however, expresses an opinion that their missions will be fruitless. It does.
indeed appear that Mr. Marcoleta's application for the mediation of Belgium
has been successful; but the department is not aware that the mediation
has yet been productive of any results, or, though consented to, has in
fact been undertaken. By the third and sixth articles of the agreement
for arranging the differences between Great Britain and Nicaragua, made at
the island of Cuba, in the lake of Nicaragua, on the 7th of March, 1848,
Nicaragua is restricted to a negotiation with England for a final settlement
of the controversy, and any attempt oti her part to disturb the British pos-
session so violently taken is to be regarded as an open declaration of war.
It is thus made the interest of Great Britain to protract the negotiation.
Nicaragua has not abandoned her rights, but by these articles the only re-
lief she has left her is war.

General Herran, the minister from New Grenada at Washington, has in-
formed me, in conversation, that he had received credentials to represent
Nicaragua also; but that, owing to some provisions ini the New Grenadian
constitution, he could not present them without permission from his own
government, for which he had applied. The British claim7 under the
alleged Mosquito title, as at first set forth, encroached, towards the south,
upon territory claimed by New Grenada. But it seems to have changed
from time to time, as circumstances or expediency dictated; and now the
claim is thus described by Lord Palmerston in his note of the 4th of May,
1848, to M. Mosquera, the minister of New Grenada in London:
"With respect. to the southern boundary of Mosquito, there are cer-

tainly, strong grounds upon which the King of Mosquito might claim the
seacoast as far as the spot called King Buppan's Landing, which is oppo-
site the island called Escudo de Veragua; but her Majesty's government
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have recommended the Mosquito government to confine its claim in a
southerly direction to the southern branch of the river St. John; and one
main reason with her Alajesty's government for giving that recommenda-
tion was, that thereby all dispute between Mosquito and New Grenada
would, as they trusted, be avoided."

It has been represented to this department that certain citizens of the
United States are desirous of entering into a contract with the government
of Nicaragua, for the purpose of constructing a canal between the Atlantic
and Pacific by the way of the river San Juan and lake Nicaragua, ter-
minating at Realejo, on the Pacific. They think that their object would
be forwarded and facilitated if it were in some way to be countenanced
by this government. There is a strong disposition to bestow this coun-
tenance to any extent which may be compatible with prudence. Pro-
ceedings, both of the Executive and of Congress, for many years anterior
to the present, have evinced the interest with which this government has
regarded the possibility of shortening the transit by sea between our ter-
ritories on the Atlantic and those on the Pacific. For obvious reasons
this interest has of late been materially increased; for a pasr-ge as.. -s the
isthmus may be indispensable to maintain the relations between the Uni-
ted States and their neew territories on the Pacific; and a canal from ocean
to ocean might, and probably would, empty much of the treasures of the
Pacific into the lap of this country. If, therefore, by your personal good
offices with tile government of Nicaragua, you can aid in securing for the
persons above referred to the contract for the construction of a canal, you
are at liberty to take that course. A letter introducing you to the Minis-
ter for Foreign Affairs of that State is accordingly herewith delivered to
you. It is to be distinctly understood, however, that this government is
not in any way to be made a party to the transaction, except in conform-
ity to the instructions hereinafter given; anid as it would not be expedient
even to lend its countenance to an assignable contract, you will take care
that no clause providing for an assignment is admitted into that which
may be concluded with the government of Nicaragua. It is most desira-
ble that the parties to the contract shall be deprived of the opportunity of
making it a mere subject of speculation, and thus retarding or preventing
the completion of the canal. Accordingly, as soon after your reception
by the government of Guatemala as, in your judgment, your absence from
that city will permit, without interfering with the other duties of your
mission, or even before your reception, if the state of affairs at Guatemala
should warrant it, you may visit Leon for the object above referred to.
You will also bear with you a letter from this department to the Minister
for Foreign Affairs of Nicaragua, acknowledging the receipt of two com-
munications from him to this department upon the subject of the British
encroachments onl the Mosquito coast. You may assure him that we en-
tertain the liveliest sympathy for his government, and will employ in its
behalf any moral means in our power. *
By the enclosed extract from a despatch of my predecessor to Mr. Ban-

croft, our minister to i'nglaind, under date the 25th October last, it ap-
pears that he was informed by Mr. Osma, the minister plenipotentiary of
Peru to Great Britain, that Sefior Castro, the governor of Costa Rica, hiad
offered to place that State under British protection. Mr. Bancroft has
recently informed the department, that the minister fronm Costa Rica in
London had assured him it was not his intention to place Costa Rica
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under the protection of Great Britain. In a note of thel Oth of March last
Mr. Biancroft says: "Great Britain often follows her o0l traditions of a
policy of aggrandizement. As, in theMlt'edliterranean, Gibraltar, Malta,
and the lonian isles forrrn her military stations, so she flanks us by a strong
fortress at Halifax, seeks to overawve us bv another at Bermnuda, and now,
as we are gaining greatness in the Pacific, undcr pretence of protecting
the Mosquito tribe of Indians, she has seized the key to the passage to
the Pacific by the lake of' Nicaragura, and has changed the name of the
town of St. Juani de Nicaragtia to Greytown. This subject is important,
because the route to the Pacific, wvhicli that town corrimands, is here
esteemned the best of all. The representative of Nicaragua, who is here,
is in great perplexity, an(i may well be in doubt what to do. The opin-
ion in France is, I believe, adverse to the wholesale encroachments of
England ; but France is too busy at horme to think muchle of' Central Amer-
ica. The Nicaragua minister would very gladly seek advice from the
United States. I have always made answer to hini, that I am not au-
thorized by my government to give himn advice; that I can only comMnU-
nicate to the American government whatever facts hie may desire to make
known to it. My instructions warrant not much uiore.
" I have seen the agent or minister fromn Costa Rica. 'Ie made on me

a very favorable impression. He wvas educated in the United States.
His State has a boundarv strife with Nicaragua; but he assured tie it was
not his intention to place Costa Rica undtler the protection of Great Britain.
At the same time, he does not join with Nicaragua ill claimning St. Juan
for that province. Instead of it, he keeps aloof and awaits the result.

"''The Peruvian minister still more keeps entirely aloof from the strife.
I annex a copy of a note to nme from Mr. Castelloin, the Nicaragua millis-
ter here, and a copy of a note of Lord Palmierston to Mr. Castellon, of
February 17."
The accompanying copy of a letter, signed D. T. Brown, addressed to

this department from New York, under date the 15th January last, refers
to a communication, a copy of which is also enclosed, addressed to the
Secretary of State of the United States by the Minister for Foreign Afflairs
of Costa Rica, announcing that, by a decree of the 30th of August last,
the Congress of that State had declared it an iindependezit republic.

It is understood that the dissolution of the lormner confederacy of Cen-
tral America was in a great degree occasioned by jealousies between the
States of Guatemala and San Salvador, arising out of differences of opinion
as to the powers of the federal government, aggravated by the circum-
stance that the seat of that government was at the city of Guatemala,
which the people of San Salvador supposed was an undue partiality. You
will be diligent in your inquiries, with a view of ascertaining whether or
riot it is probable that those States will again be united. If' you should
arrive at the conclusion that the formation of another confederacy is hope-
less, the expediency of recognising the independence of the several States
will then no longer be questionable. Indeed, this has already been
decided in the affirmative, in regard to Guatemala, by the mission thither
of both Mr. Hise and yourself; and in regard to Sani Salvador also, by his
having been empowered and instructed to conclude a treaty with the
governmnents of both those States. You are also furnished with full
powers to conclude treaties of comunmerce with them, which you will use
in ca.e Mr. Hise should not have succeeded in accomplishing those
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objects prior to your arrival. If you should be of the opinion that the
States of Nicaragua, Costa Rica, and Honduras are as capable of nmain-
taining their independence and of discharging the duties of sovereignty
as Guatemala and San Salvador, the department is not aware of any good
reason why treaties may not be concluded with them also. You will
accordingly herewith receive full powers for that purpose. In negotiating
these treaties, you will in general be guided by the instructions to your
predecessor. It is desirable, however, that the treaty with Nicaragua
should contain an article similar to that in the late treaty between the
United States and New Grenada, securing to our citizens and their effects
a free transit between the two oceans by the way of Nicaragua river and
lake Nicaragua or Leon, and over any canal or railroad which may here-
after be constructed along that route, on the same terms enjoyed by the
citizens of Nicaragua. In the present posture of the conflicting claims
respecting the Mosquito shore and the port of San Juan, it is not deemed
expedient to give, as a compensation for the grant of the right of way,
any guaranty of the independence of the country through which the
canal or railroad might pass. Such a guaranty is entirely inadmissible
in the proposed treaty. I greatly mistake, however, the intentions of the
people of this country, if they would supinely allow any one of the three
contemplated passages to the Pacific to be directly or indirectly either
held or obstructed by any great maritime Power. There can he as little
doubt that they will deem the people of the Spanish American States the
rightful inheritors of all territory within their respective limlits, to which
Spain had a just title.

Trhe British claim to the port of San Juan, and, in effect, to the whole
Mosquito coast, is tbunded upon the assumption that the savage Indians
who inhabit that coast, who perhaps never amounted in numbers to ten
thousand, and are now less than five thousand, including zamboes and
mulattoes, were never subdued by Spain, by Central America, or by
Nicaragua; that, in fact, they constitute a monarchy, entitled to the privi-
leges, because capable of discharging the duties, of a sovereign state.
The mere statement of such a pretension is sufficient to startle an im-

partial inquirer. The importance of the subject, however, and the appa-
rent earnestness of the British government in regard to it, require an
examination of the title to that region as thorough as the materials within
reach of this department will allow compatibly with the limits proper for
this communication.

It cannot be disputed that Spain was the first European nation which
discovered or occupied any part of the country called Central America.
As long ago as the 1]5th September, 1543, Charles V appointed a governor
and captain general, to reside at Guatemala, with the same powers, over
the provinces between Mexico and what is now called New Grenada, as
were exercised in Nmw Spain by the viceroy of that country.
The Spaniards having at first resorted to America chiefly for milling

purposes, occupied those parts of the country, which they discovered and
subsequently held by that title, where the mines were principally situated.

Agriculture and all other kinds of industry were dependant upon, or
subordinate to, mining. Those of the aborigines, therefore, who inhab-
ited the quarters which were remote from the mining districts, or whiih,
like the Mosquito shore, deterred Europeans by an unhealthy climate,
in some instances may not have been subjugated by Spain.
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Her title to the land was not thereby invalidated. Ifany part of the

discovered territory did not enjoy the reputation of being replete with
mineral wealth, or other paramount advantages, the policy of the Spanish
authorities was to allow the Indiais to remain in peaceable possession of
it until, in the process of time, circumstances should be unfolded sufficient
to give them an interest in the extinguishment of the Indian title. The
Spanish title to the regions in the north of Mexico, which were, and
indeed still are, the haunts of the numerous, fierce, and warlike Coman-
ches, Apaches, and Navahoes, and, in the south of Chili, of the brave
Arancanians, all of whom repulsed the best efforts of Spain for their sub-
jugation, alight, were the question a new one, with somie show of reason
be doubted. Not so in regard to the Indians of the Mosquito coast.
Their country offered no temptations to the early adventurers from Spain;
consequenrtly the Spaniards did not, for a long time, deem it worth the
effort to disturb the aborigines. Had it been otherwise-had the Mosquito
coast possessed a Potosi or a Real del Monte-it would hardly be con
tended that the Indians inhabiting it, either by their numbers or their
valor, would have efficiently resisted the power of Spain.
The grounds of the claims of European nations to dominion over the

Indian tribes in America have been so- frequently, fully, and ably dis-
cussed, in the courts of justice of the United States, that it is unnecessary
to expatiate on the subject. The cases relating to it are collected, and a
luminous abstract of them given, in Kent's Commentaries, vol. 3, pp. 360
to 400. The following extract from the opinion of Chief Justice Marshall,
in the'case of Johnson vs. McIntosh, is so very apposite to the question
respecting the Mosquito shore, and proceeds from so high an authority,
that it may with propriety be quoted here:

" Ow the discovery of this immense continent, the great nations. of
Europe were eager to appropriate to themselves so much of it as they
could respectively acquire. Its vast extent offered an ample field to the
ambition and enterprise of all, and the character and religion of its inhab.
itants afforded an apology for considering them as a people over whom the
superior genius of Europe might claim an ascendency. The potentates
of the Old. World found no difficulty in convincing themselves that they
made ample compensation to the inhabitants of the New, by bestowing
on them, civilization and Christianity in exchange for unlimited inde-
pendeince. But, as they were all in pursuit of nearly the same object, it
was necessary, in order to avoid conflicting settlements. and consequent
war with each other, to establish a principle which all should acknowl-
edge as the law by whieh the right of acquisition, which they all asserted,
should be regulated as between themselves. This. principle was, that
discovery gave title to the government by whose subjects, or by whose
authority, it was made, against all other European governments; which
title might be consummated by possession...
"The exclusion of all other Europeans necessarily gave to the nation

making the discovery the sole right of acquiring the soil from the natives
and establishing settlements upon it. It was a right with which no Eu-
ropeans could interfere; it was a right which all asserted for themselves,
and to the assertion of which by others all assented..

" Those relations which were to exist between the discoverer and the
natives were to be regulated by themselves. The rights thus acquired
being exclusive, no other power could interpose between them." (See,
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also, Jacksonex. dem., Sparkman vs.Porter, 2 Paine's Circuit Court Re-
ports, p. 457.)

It cannot be doubted that from the establishment of Spanish dominion
in Guatemala, the river San Juan has beenthe principal avenue to and
from the Atlantic for at least that part of Central America lying around
Lake Nicaragua. It is believed, also, that a Spanish fort had beennmain-
tained at the port of San Juan, if not for as long a period, at least front
about the year 1665.
This undisturbed use by hisClatholic Majesty of the river San Juan

and the port atitsnmouth must have continuedurhtl.some time after the
conquest of Jamaica, by Cromwell, in 1656. According to the British
parliamentary docunient, entitled "Comrrmercial Tariffs," of 1847,vol.(4,
page 28, the Mosquito King, with the concurrence of his chiefs and peo-
ple, placed themselves under the protection of Charles the Second, and
the governor of Jamaica, i the name of his sovereign, accepted this
union, and promised them the royal protection. Macgregor, the author
of the document above referred to, professes to have obtained the proof
of this from the records of the British Board of Trade and Plantations.
The date of the transaction,however, is not mentioned, and there is
every reason to believe that it was clandestine, and neither connived at
nor authorized by Spain. Indeed, it call scarcely be questioned that
throughout the reign of Charles the Second the public relations between
himi and his Catholic Majesty weresuch thathe could not, without a
breach of faith, have accepted the allegiance said to have been offered by
the Mosquito monarch, and have promised the protections referred to.
The act, if performed subsequently to the treaty of Madrid of 1667,

vas invalidated by its second article, which declared" that neither of the
said Kings (of Great Britain or Spain)nor their respective people, sub-
jects, or inhabitants within their dominions, upon any pretence,nay, in
public or secret, do, or procure to be done, anything against the other, in
any place, by sea or land(, nor in the ports or rivers of the other, but shall
treat one another with all love and friendship." Again: by the8th arti-
cle of the treaty between the same parties, of 1670, it is stipulated that
"the subjects and inhabitants, merchants, captains, masters of ships,
mariners of the kingdoms, provinces, and dominions of each confederate,
respectively, shall abstain and forbear to sail and trade with the ports and
havens which have fortifications, castles, magazines, or warehouses, and
in all other places whatsover, possessed by the othei party in the West
Indies, to wit: the subjects of the King of Great Britain shall not sail
unto, and trade in, the havens and places which the Catholic King
holdeth in the said Indies," &c.

All the Spanish possessions in America having been called" West In-
dies " and " Indies." the stipulation above quoted of course included the
Mosquito shore.

Under these circumstances, it may be confidently asserted that, if the
transaction between the Mosquito King and the authorities of Jamaica ac-
-tually took place, it was most probably at a time when Spain was at peace
with England, if not when the treaties above referred to were in force,
by which treaties it was expressly prohibited; that if it had been known
to Spain, she would have protested against, arid, if necessary, otherwise
resisted- it. No nation or individual could, by any law known among
civilized men, have lost its title by a secret trespass on an " unguarded
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possession.'' That transaction, therefore, gave the Mosquito King no
clainm1 to the independence of Spain, asserted in his behalf by (.reat
Britain, or the letter any right to consider him as under her protection or
sway. It may be averred that the illicit trade between Jamaica and the
Spanish Main, including the Mosquito shore, led to those captures of
British ships by the Spanish guarda-costas which occasioned the war of
1739, which lasted until 174S. Macgregor says, that '' during the wvar,
the importance of the Mosquito country having been understood by the
British government, they determined to hold it under their immediate
sovereignty. Consequently, in 1749 Captain Robert Hodgson, the first
superintendent, proceeded, with one hundred men draughted from the
troops at Jamaica, and took possession of the principal station at Black
river, where he erected a fort, mounted it with cannon, hoisted the royal
flag, an(d kept up a garrison." From this it appears that the peace of
Aix-la-Chapelle, of the 18th October, 1748, had scarcely been concluded
when the British government took a step which, if known to his Catho-
lic Majesty, might by him have justlybeen regarded as cause for breaking
it. In this part of his narrative, Mr. Mzagregor is silent in regard to his
Mosquito Majesty. It does not appear that he either objected or assented
to the kind of protection thus offered by the British. If this protection
was designed, as Mr. Macgregor confbsses, to be immediate sovereignty
on the part of Great 'Britain, it is difficult to understand how this could
be compatible with the sovereignty of the Mosquito King. If, their, it
be allowed, for argumnient's sake, that the latter was extingulished by the
proceedings of Superintendent Hodgson, and that the British flag waved
over the Black river fort until the treaty of peace of 1763, what does the
seventeenth article of that treaty require?
" THis Britannic Majesty shall cause to be demolished all the fortifica-

tions which his subjects shall have erected in the bay of Honduras and
other places of the territory of Spain, in that part of the world, four
months after the ratification of the present treaty.
" And his Catholic Majesty shall not permit his Britannic Majesty's

subjects, or their worlkmen, to be disturbed or molested, under any pre-
tenec whatsoever, in said places, in their occupation of cutting, loading,
and carrying away logwood: and for this purpose they may build without
hinderance, and occupy without interruption, the houses and magazines
which are necessary for them, for their families, and for their effects; and
his Catholic Majesty assures to theri by this article the full enjoyment of
those advantages and powers on the Spanish coasts and territories, as
above stipulated, immediately after the ratification of the present treaty,"

Macgregor acknowledges, that, pursuant 'to this stipulation, the British
government gave orders for demolishing the fort at Black river, and with-
drawing the garrison to Jamaica. He does not hesitate to add, however,
"They were soon after convinced of the impolicy of this decision."
%0 * i"And although they declined to erect immediately the country
into a British province, it was considered desirous to encourage and promote
its commerce." Confessions like these, sanctioned by such authority,
speak for themselves and require no comment.

Their effect in strengthening or weakening the British title to the
country or the claim to sovereignty set up for the Mosquito King, may
safely be left to the judgment of rrinankind.
The British flag was thus voluntarily struck at the only part of the
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Mosquito country where it had ever been hoisted as an emblem of sover-
eignty. Logwvood arid mahogany, however, were still cut, and carried
thence by British subjects, under thle protection of the treaty of Paris of
176.3, and some of the settlers may have made attempts to cultivate lands
alleged to have been purchased of the Indians. Neither that cultiva-
tion, nor these purchases, however, were in thle least degree warranted
byriglt, or sanctioned by the treaties between Great Britain and Spain.

Passing over the intermediate period between 1763 and 1.77, it appears
from Macgregor, that in the latter year the British on the coast, who had
enjoyed the mere right of cutting dyewoods and mahogany, having be-
come alarmed by runiors of an intention onl the part of thle Spaniards to
expel theem, requested of the British government another fort, arms, can-
n1on, rmlullitionls, and soldiers for their defence. In return to this applica-
tion, Lord George Germaine transmitted a despatch to the governor of
Jamnaica onl the Ith of Junie, 1777, severely rebuking the superintendent
for having made the request, "as being in direct contradiction to the 17sth
article of the Irealiy of P'aris."

Thle perseveraiuce of the British in their encroachments onl the coast,
was one of the grievances set forth. by Spain as a motive for her war
against England, co'mmenced in 17(SO. During this year all attack upon
the Spanish settlements on Lake .Nicuaragua was ordered by the governor
of Jamaica. Thle expedition did not reach further than tihe castle of San
Juan., onl the river of that name, thirty-two miles below the lake. Mac-
gregor himself acknowledges that it was abortive. Lord Nelson, then a
very young manl, accompanied it, amnd displayed that gallantry for which
he was afterwards so much renowned. IHis biographer says: "Thle pro-
ject was to take Fort San Juan., on the river of that name, which flows
frow Lake Nicaragua into the Atlantic, make himself master of the lake
itself, and of thle cities of Grenada and Leoni, and thus cut off the com-
mmnicatioii of the Spaniards between their northern ancd southern posses-
sions in Amlerica. Here it is that a canal between the two seas may most
easily be formed; a wvok more important in its consequences than any
whicth has yet been elected by human power. "
By the sixth article of the definitive treaty of peace between Great

Britain and Spain of 1783S, it is declared, that "the intention of the two
high contracting parties being to prevent, as much as possible, all thle
causes of complaint and misunderstanding heretofore occasioned by the
cutting of wood for dyeing, or logwood, and several English settlements
having been formed and extended, under tlhat pretence, upon thle Spanish
continent, it is expressly agreed that his Britannic Majesty's subjects
shall have the right of cutting, loading, anl carrying logwood in the dis-
trict. [Here the lines are mentioned. They include no part of the Mos-
quito coast.] And his Catholic Majesty assures to them [the English]
the enjoyment of all. that is expressed in the present article, provided that
these stipulations shall not be considered as derogatory in anywise from
his right of sovereignty. Therefore all the English who may be dispersed
in any other parts, whether on the Spanish continent or inmany islands
whatsoever dependent on the aforesaid Spanish continent, arnd for what-
ever reason it might be, without exception, shall retire within the district
which has been above described."

Notwithstanding this stipulation, Mr. Macgregor -proceeds to say, that
it was determined by the British government, after the most deliberate
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discussion of the subject, to retain the Mosquito shore under their protec,
tion anl(l sovereignty! rTlhe onlv reason he assignrs for this determination
is, that the word 'Spanish" amid not ''Am17-crican continent'' was used,
with the design, as hie insinuates, of affording a pretext for further qpes.
tioning the Spanish title.

Thlat this forced construction was never acquiesced in by. Spain is
inanifest, from the fact thatfresh disputes between the two Crowns, re-
gardlidng the Mosquito shore, arose soon after thre conclusion of the treaty
of 1783. These were again aljUsted, definitively no doubt, as Spain
hoped, by the treaty of July, 1786. The first article of that treaty stipu-
lates ' that his Britannic Majesty's subjects, and the other colonists who
have hitherto enjoyed the protection of 'England, shall evacuate t/he coln-
try of the Mosyuilos, as well as the continent in general, and the islands
a(ljacent, without exception, situated beyond the line hereinafter de-
scribed," &c. This line provided fbr an extension of the limits within
which the British were allowed to cut woods, and gather the natural
fruits of tlhe earth; but "the stipulaltioll Was never to be used as a pretext
for establishing any plantation, since all the lands in7 question being indis-
putably acknoWled-'ed to beloWnf of ri'.l/t to the C7r01o ,o Spain, no settl.
vnent.' of that kind, or the population which. wouldfolloiv, could be allowed.'
Nearly every article of this treaty admits the Spanish title, and in the
stronirest terns. British subjects are to evacuate Spanish territory; and
if they (lo not, (his Britannic Majesty, so far from affordinlg them the
least succor, or even protection, will. disavow them in the most solemn
manner, as he will equally do thnse who may hereafter attempt to settle
upon the territory belonging to the Spanish dominion." By the 14th arti-
clec, "His Catholic Majesty, prompted solely by motives of humanity,
promises to the King of Etglgand that he will not exercise any severity
against the Mosquitos inhabiting in part the countries which are to be
evacuated by virtue of the present convention, on account of the connckx-
ions which may have subsisted between the said Indians and the Englishl
and his Britannic Majesty, on his part, will strictly prohibit all his subjects
from fuirnishitg arms or warlike stores to the Indians,' &c.
A motion was made in the British House of Lords, " that the terms of

the convention with Spain, signed in July, 1786; did not meet the favor-
able opinion of this House." But it was negative. The parliamentary
document (Nlaegregor's) adds: " From Septemnber, 17S5, until July,
1786, the respective claims of England and Spain to the Mosquito terri-
tories were discussed; and on the 12th of July, 1786, it was announced
that the territory was to be delivered up to the Crown of Spain. This
abandonment of the country and its inhabitants was considered at the
time by the British people a most profligate surrender.

" It was with the most painful reluctance, and only in obedience to
positive orders, that the British settlers slowly and discontentedly left
their plantations." Yet Lord Palmerston, in his note of the 17th May,
1848, to the Nicaragua minister, says of Mosquito, that it is " a State
which, for more than a century, has been acknowledged and protected by
Great Britain."
A British writer of ability in the Quarterly Review, (vol. 28, 1822,

1823, p. 159,) speaking of this claim to the Mosquito territory, and the
treaties of 1783 and 1786, says: "'Nothing can more clearly establish the
sole right of Spain to these territories than the treaty and convention
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above ieontibned. Size never had any business there." Z i{ If
(hc adds) treaties are to be considered as at all binding. it-is quite clear that
we have not the right, nor even the permission, of residence on the Mos-
yuito shore; and that we cut logwood and mahogany on the shores of
jIonduras only by sufferance."
The treaty of 1786 wvas confirmed by the additional article to that of

the 5th July, 1814, signed at Madrid on the 28th of August, in that year.
No further disputes between C ieat Britain aind Spain, respecting the

territory in question, appear to have arisen prior to the formation of the
confederacy of Central America, in IS8. The constitution of that con-
federacy, published to the world in that year, in its fifth article declares:
" The territory of the republic is the samre which formerly comprehended
the ancient kingdom of Guatemala, with. the exception for the present of
the province of Chiapas."
Under this constitution the confederacy was acknowledged by other

powers. Great Britain lierselt acknowledged its independence, received
froin it a minister plenipotentiary, and has had a consul-general residing
at Guateimala for a number of years.
The department is inforr-.ed that in the course of the negotiations at

Bogotft, which resulted in. the treaty between Great Britain and Colombia,
of 1825, the British coninissioners presented a counter-project of a con-
vention, which, besides the articles ultimately concluded and signed,
contained another separate and additional article, relative to the British
settlements at Belize, which was literally as follows:

" Separate article.-The subjects of his Britannic Majesty shall, for no
nMotive or pretext whatever, be disturbed or molested in the pacific posses-
sion1 and exercise of whatsoever rights, privileges, and. immunities they
now enjoy, or may have hitherto at any time enjoyed, within the limits
described and laid down in a convention between his said Majesty and
the King of Spain, signed on the 14tl of July, 1786, whether those
rights, privileges; and immunities are derived from the said convention,
or from any other concession which may at any time have been made by
the King of Spain or his predecessors to British subjects and settlers re-
siding'and following their lawful occupations within the limits aforesaid."

This is important, as showing that the obligations of the treaty of 17S6
w:ere recognised by the British government as recently as 1825.

If the mere fact that Spain or Nicaragua wvas, at some period, not in
actual possession of the Mosquito territory, could have authorized England
to seize it or hold it, in right of tile Mosquito King, then England has, on
a memorable occasion, been strangely unmindful of the novel principle
thus asserted.
The well known case of the island of Fernando Po, on the coast of

Africa, is strikingly illustrative of the views contended for on our part, in
this instruction. This island was discovered by the Portuguese, who
ceded it to Spain in 1778. The latter power never settled or otherwise
occupied it, and it remained in the possession of the native negroes until
1828, when the British government proposed to make it the seat of the
mixed commission on the slave trade. Trhey occupied it, appointed a
governor for it, and held it by various pretences, till the Spanish gov-
ernment required an acknowledgment of its right of dominion. -This
right was finally and fully admitted in a letter of the Earl. of Aberdeen to
Mr. Bosanquet, the British charge d'affaires at -Madrid, under date the
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31st Deceniber, IS28; of vhich a copy was officially communicated to the
Spanish government.

Macgregor concludes his statement of the British claim as follows: ' It
having been decided that P'rinice George should be crowned as usual at
Belize, the necessary prepwartionswere made, The regalia, consisting of
a silver gilt crowvn, a sword and sceptre, all of moderate value, and given
foricrly to one of the kings by tile i3ritish government, were brougliht
from the usual places of security, thle dwelling of the chief at Valghies
river.''

cc On the lthi of April the British sloop-of-war H-Jyacinth arrived at
131Befields, for tile purpose of carrying thle yoting King, Ceorge Augustils
Frederick, to Belize, to bee crowned according to ancient usage, which
was perform'lied by the commissary of the Bishop of Jamaica, onl tile 7th
of May, 18,15, in St. Johnt's Church, Belize, in the presence of tile super-
intenden t, Cnonel Pancourt, Mr. WXalker, British agent at I3luefields,
and severeld chiefs."

This pageant is thus set forth in a document prepared under the aulspices
of the British executive, and published to the world by the British Parlia-
ment. It was laid before the House of Cominnons onl the 3d of July, 1848,
and contains the British exhibit of ' the inost authentic information that
can be procured as to tile boundary claimed by tile King of Mosquito."

Trl.e crowvning of George Frederick Au.gu"LlStus does not seem to be the
first instance of the creation of a king to assert the rights of his ally and
protector. In lS2:2 a book was published, entitled "A Sketch of the MOs-
quito Shore, including the Territory of Poyais" &c., ''by Thomas Strange-
wa-s, K. G. C., captain first l'oyais native regiment, alnd aid-de-canip
to his Highness Gregor, cacique of iPoyais," in which we are informed that
the cacique of Poyais is no less a personage than " his Highlness the M1lac-
gregor of the Clan Alpine, directly descended frorn the ancient kings of
Scotland.''" Tl'ie mnonarchv therefore does not appear to be herediitary, or the
succession confined to the native princes, He is plainly tic were agrent
and instrume-nt of Great Britain, and selected by herself.

It is manifest, indeed, that the rights claimed by Great Britain nomi-
nally in behalf of the M1osquito King, btut really as her own, are founded
in repeated usurpationus, which usurpations were repeatedly and solerrmnly
acknowledged and relinquished by her duringI the domination of Spain
on the American continent. Since that domlinationr has ceased, those
claims could have had no other foundation for renewal than thle supposed
weakness or inditierence of the governments invested with the rights of
Spain in that quarter. These claims certainly can derive no warrant from
the indifference of the government of Nicaragua, as thle letters of the
Minister for Foreign Affairs of that State -to this department, above advertedc
to, abundantly show.

Against the aggressions on her territory Nicaragua has firmly strug-
gled, and protested without ceasing, and the feelings ot her people may be
judged fromt the impassioned language of the proclamation of hel Supreme
Director, on the 12th of November, 1848. " The moment," says he, "has
arrived for losing a country with ignominy, or for sacrificing with honor
the dearest treasures to preserve it. As regards myself, if the power which
menaces sets aside justice, I am firmly resolved to be entombed in the
remains of Nicaragua, rather than survive its ruin." Tbhe eloquent appeal
of thle minister of NicaraguLa to his government is evidence, not less strik-
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ilig and impressive, of the disposition of all injured people to resist what
thley believe to be injustice and oppression. Will other nations, interested
in a free passage to arnd from the Pacific ocean, by the way of the river
San Jtian and 1i:ke Nicardcgtia, tainely allow that initeres' to be thwarted by
suchl pretensions ?
As it regards the Unitied States, this question may colnfidently be

answered in the negative.
Having now suflbientlv apprized you of the views of this department

iin regard to thle title to thc Mosquito coast, I desire you distinctly to uil-
derstand how important it is deemed b3y the President so to conduct all
our negotiations on the sul)ject of thle Nicr'amgia. passge as not to in-
'volve this conprtry in any entangling alliances or any unnecessary con-
troversy. We desire no rxionopoly of the right of way for our commerce,
anld wve cannot subinit to it if claimed for that of any other nation. If
we held and enjoyed stich a monopoly, it wvould. entail upon us more
Moody and expensive wars than thle struggle for Gibraltar has caused to
lnglatnd and Spain. The same calaniities would intfllibly be cast upon
any other nation claiming to exclude the commerce 6f the rest of the
wovorld. Wie only ask all equal right of passage for all nations on the
same terrns--a passage tineuielnc ber-ed by oppressive exactions eitiier
from the local government within whose sovereign limits it may be
effected, or from thne proprietors of the canal when accomplished. For
thlis end we are willing to Cl jter into a treaty stipulationi with, the govern-
mIent of Nicaragua, that both governments shall forever protcc-t and do'
iend1l the proprietors who mlaty succeed in cutting the canal and oppningic
thie wvater (:ornirinication between the two oceans for our commrnierce.
lVithout suLIcI protection, it is not believed that this great enterprise would
ever be successfill. Nicaragua is a fbeble State, alidcapitalists, Prover-
bially a timid race, mlay apprelhend ftoin tile rapaeit.y of great mnaritim1e
powers the obstruction. arid even the seizure of the vanal. Similar ao-
preliensionis on their part, from revolutians in thle local goverini ent, from
the oppression and exactions of temporary chieftains, and frorn canisesrnot
necessary to he explained, may operate to retard a wrork ill regard to which
it may be sally precdicted that, wlihen successftilly accomplished, its
benefits *to niankind will transcend those of anv other similar work
ktnoltV in thle history of. thne world. All these apprehensions may 'and
will be removed bv the solernn plecdge of protection givell by the United
States, alld especia'llywhen it is known that our object in giving it is not
to ac(tuire ior ourselves any exclusive or partial advantage over other na-
tions. Nicarag~ua will be at liberty to enter irito thie satie treaty stipula-
tiolis twith aily other nation that mllay claim to enjoy the same benefits,
and will agree to be bound by tile samn(e guarantee. In desiring that our
own countrymen rnay obtain the charter or grant of' the right to make
the canal, we do not rnean to be misunderstood. Our purpose in .aiding
American citizens to obtain the grant, is to encourage tflenri ill a laudable
effort, relyirig, as their own government does, mo1(re onl their skill and en-
terprise thall on that of others. If they themselves prefer to unite with
their own the capital of foreigners who may desire to embargo in the un-.
dertakitig, this government will not object to that. -VWe should naturally
be proud of such an achievement as an American world; biut if European
aid be necessary to accomplish it, why should we repudiate- it, seeing
that our object is as honest as it is openly avowved to claim no peculiar

9
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privilege-no exclusive right-no monopoly of commercial intercourse
but to see that the work is dedicated to the benefit of mrankind, to be
used by all on the 'sainc terms with us, anid consecrated to the. enjoymnent
and diffusioi of the unnumbered and inestimable blessings which mnust
flow from it to all the civilized world?

'You will not want arguments to induce Nicaragua to enter into such a
treaty with us.' 'TIhe canal will be productive of More benefit to her than
any other country of the same limits. With the aid of the treaty it
may (without such protection froui sonme power equal to our owvn, it can.
not) be accomplished. Let your negotiation with her be frank, open7
and, unreserved, as to all our purposes. The same reasons for our inter-
ference must be avoNved to the capitalists who may enlist in the work.
Before youi treat for their protection, look well to their contract with
Nicaragua. See that it is not assignable to others, that no exclusive
privileges arc granted to any nation that will not agree to the same treaty
stipulations with Nicaragua, that the tolls to be demanded by the owflers,
are not unreasonable or oppressive, that no Tower be reserved to the pro-
prietors of the canal or their successors to extort at any time hereafter, or
unjustly to obstruct or embarrass, the right of passage. This will require
all your vigilance and skill. If they do not agree to grant us passage on
reasonable and proper terms, reftise our protection and our countenance
to procure the contract from Nicaragua. If a charter or grant of the right
of way shall have been incautiously or inconsiderately'made before your
arrival in that country, seek to have it properly modified to answer the
ends we have in view.

I an, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
J. M. CLAYTON.

E. GEORCGE SclERn, Esq.

D. T. Brown to Mr. Buchanan.

NEw Yomuc, January 15, 1849,
DEAR SiR: The enclosed letter from the government of the new repub-

lic of Costa Rica, Central America, I had intended delivering in Wash-
ington Iyself, but have been prevented by business. That government
is desirous to be recognised by that of the United States, and enter into
treaties of commerce with these States. From a residence of sonie du.
ration in Costa Rica, I am inclined to believe that the government will
be stable and liberal, and think that our own commerce might reap ad-
vantage from trade with that country. In Dunlop's I' Notes on Central
America," publishedin 1847, and the best work on that country, may be
found interesting information relating to Costa Rica, which is decidedly
the most enlightened and prosperous of all the divisions of the old republic
of Guatemnala. It produces about one hundred thousand quintals of very
superior coffee per annum, which now goes to England in exchange for
English goods, via Punta Arenas, on the Pacific. But a road is nowr
making to the river Serapique, to obtain an exit for produce via San Juan
de Nicaragua, Which would bring a better article of coffee than any now
imported into the United States within twenty-five days' sail of New
York, and would offer an exchange for a large arnou'nt of American man-
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nracture and produce. At this time, when British influence is endeavor-
ing to extend itself in Central America) holding already virtual possession
of San Juan de Nicaragua, although nominally it is in Mosquito jurisdic-
tion, it may not be impolitic to secure the United States such commercial
advantages as are compatible with justice. From my personal acquaint-
ance with the governments and people of Nicaraguia and Costa Rica, I
know they sympathize much more with our own institutions and citizens
than with those of Great Britain; andt that, could they be recognized
formally by the Uniited States government as independent sovereignties,
it would do much towards opening a new channel for American enterprise.
Mr. Hise, United States charge to Guiatemnala, is probably in possession
of all information relative to Costa Rica, and could inform. you more
worthily than myself.
Should you be pleased to make any reply to the government of Costa

Rica, or desire any detailed mrneorazida that I may possess relative to its
commerce, products, &c., you can direct throtigb me (box 2569, post
otfce, New York,) or any communication sent to our past office agent
-it Chagres could be fbrwvarded by English steamer thence to San Juan
de Nicaragua, and titus to the interior.

Withl much respect, I am, sir, in great haste, your obedient servant,
D. T. BROWN.

Ho0. JAhM.S T1BJCITL.NAN,
,'recmtaruy ff AStaee, J4ashazngton.

;Fron Mr. @tlvo to the Secretary of Sltate.
[Translation.]

CENTRAL AmERTCA, DEPARITMENT OF RELA'rtoNs
of the Republic if Costa Rica, Government House,

San Jose, Septentber 5, 1848.
Sia: Costa Rica, which had united with the other States of Central

America in farming the compact of 1824, and in establishing a general
government as therein provided, assumed its entire sovereignty and inde-
pendence upon the dissolution of that compact, and has since remained
under the government most suitable to itself, white awaiting the concur-
rence of the other States for a general organization. No result has, how-
ever, been obtained; and the equivocal position in which she now stands
being injurious to her interests, she desires to fix her destinies: she hleas
examined her elements, and has assumed a new existence, erecting
herself into a republic by a decree of the 30th of August last. This
decree was issued by the Congress of Representatives, on the petition
and with-the recognition of the people, and was received with the utmost
satisfaction by the entinent patriots, and with applause by the foreigners,
then in the country.
This happy event, which has raised Costa Rica to the character of a

nation, is now communicated to his Excellency the well-deserving Gern-
eral President of the republic; and such is the object of the present lines
which the undersigned has the honor to address to the honorable Secre-
tary for Foreign Affairs, to whom hie offers the assurances of his most
distinguished consideration and esteem.

J. 13ERNARDO CALVO.
HIon. SECRETARY OF STATE of the United States.
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DElL1ARTATENT 01r STA'~r!,,

Syn I have thle lirinor to 'ackflowlovdge the receipt of the cornmiuliv.ationls
which your Exceliency addressed to this departrment, unmler dates thle
12th Novem-ber, 18471, and fith March, IM.S, relative to tite seivzure bv
the British ol'the port of'Sniit t-in de Nicarasqua. These commnu nication",
haveO beell re"d with pninf1 1iiihterest , anid Id .~ e l-ed to a determination otI
the part of' the P)rvsid ent of' the Uhi ',d 'States to accede to time req.-Uest of
thle governnrienit of' Nicaragira fbi' the hizerposition of' thle godo e of
this governinien t, inl a fri-indly mali mer anid slp-)iit towards both 6Great
lBritain and Nicaragu,,ia, fbir ti e rarpose of adjlntuig thle conltrovers;y with
reference to the Mkos-qtiit shmre. Iushtruction s have accordingly been
transynitted to the~ndiii ter of, the tilimited Stamtes at L.onudon , 'which it
is hoped mafy be instrimierutal towards idtu(1ina thle British government
to respect the juist rights of Nicaragiva, and tow-ards effecting a satisfactory
acconimodationi of all thle matters iii d iSI)Lte.

I avail. ruyself of tell s occasion to ofl'er to your Excellency assurances-
of my most distinguished consideration.

JOHN M. CLAYTON.
His Excellelncy tile MINIl~STER v'oi F"ori(r;m- AFFATVuS

o~f he, -Republiv oj' Nicaragua.

ZACIJARY TAYLOR,

Ilmm*:SIDENT OF' THlE U.NiTED- S'i'virrs c-tP A1%1rJUCA.

WV:%S1J1NGTON,* Man~7 3. 1849.
DEAR AND Gonm FrmIENro: I heave to ackno-wledge thle r'ec.eipt. of yomr

ComIiiriic-liation M1 the 1.5thm Dcccniber, 1 847, -which haks bceei read with
lively a nd painful interest. Th'le Secretary of State of tije United States
hn-, this day add-ressed a rnote to the, M~inister of' Foreign AIfairls of Nica.
ragua, expressing time symipat-hy ol' this govermneme for time injuries which
that State believes she has received in coiiseq-iuence of the forcible occu-
pation of' the port of San Juan by British authorities,, and mentioning the
friendly steps which have been taken by us with a view% to obtriiu redress
thiereifhr. Your excellency nurmy be assured. that our efforts to thils end ill
ail anu i ble spirit and iiiainmicr towards both Nicaragna. and Great B~ritain
will be cordial. and zealous, anid will be animated by the desire, which we
sincerely cherish that the jutst territorial rights of Nicaragua may be re-
spected by kill nations, ,amd' that shte may advailce in prosperity and hap-
pittess.

Your good friend,
Z. TAYLOR.

To his Excellency the Dimi CTOR 01? TIIE STATE. oie NiCANAGUA.
By the President:

JOHN M. CLAYTON,
iSecretary of Statue.
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Mr. Squier to Mr. Clayton.

Extracts

[No. 1.] SAN JUAN- i1 NICAnARGLA,
June 10, 1S49.

Sti: I have the lilonor of inforrmiri, the department that I arrived at
this port in good health on thle 6th. instant, after a protracted passage of
twenty-six dayrs..

I have rmade arrangements to proceed tup the river to-morrow, and hope
to Arrive at Grenada ini eight clays from that date, probably about the 19th
instant. I shall lose no time in presenting myself at Leon, and entering
upon the duties witli which I arn charged.

Affairs here are in a very anomalous and unsettled state, and it would
require a longer stay than I feel myself authorized in making in order to
ascertain fullv.their exact condition. I shall nevertheless present what
informationn I have been able to obtain, subject to future correction.

Harbor of San .JuAn.

The harbor of San Juan is minr7h more spacious, aund altogether a better
,one, than I had been led to anticipate fromt what. had previously fallen
under iny notice respecting it.
The entrance is easy, a[nmd vessels of large draught would, I am, assured

by those qualified to jud-e, experience tno diffit^ultv int passing the mouth,
-and finding within a sate and conainodious aiiehorage. It has ibcen rep-
resented that, in consequence of the perlmliar make of the land, it is ex-
treinely difflcnitt for ships to finld tihe harbor. This is true to a certain
extent; but although the coast in the immediate- vicinity is low, yet a
short distance back tihe land is high and characteristic, and cannot be
mistaken. With proper charts, correct sketches of the coast above the
harbor, amid with a light-house on point Prenas or point Colorado, every
difficulty would be obviated. rThis is evident even to the unprofessional
observer.

Town of San Juan.
The town of San Juan consists of a collection of fifty or seventy-five

palm thatched houses, arranged with some regularity on thle southwest
shore of the harbor. Trie population may be estimated at two huIndred
'inhabitants, including whites, niestizoes, sarnboes, negroes, and Indiarns.
It is impossible to convey an idea of their extraordinarily variegated char-
acter, nor yet of the total absence of prejudice Wvhich exists among them.
The Indians, Which are not numerous, are inferior to those of the United
States in personal appearance, and are inmfiinitely below, them in the men-
tal scale. A considerable number are scattered along the coast, engaged
ini fishing for turtle, the shell, of whihel constitute a considerable article of
trade. They are squalid and miserable beyond description.
From the best of my information, the whole number of Indians bclorng-

ilg to the Mosquito tribe or "' nation" proper does Llot exceed one thou-
sand or fifteen hundred, and it is not probable that one-tenth of these are
aware of the circumtistance that they have a rational character, and are re-
cognised and "protected" by Great Britain. It should be understood
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that a larger number are claimed to be tinder Mosqnito jurisdiction, but I
cannot learn that they generally adimnit any snch authority. The Ilosqui-
tos are despised and avoided by most if slot all the other native tribes,
wvho, in consequence of their preJudices and the general prevalence of a
leprous taint amongst the Mosquito people, permit no intermixture with
them, visiting with death (it is said) individuals guilty of such intercourse.

rThere are no settlements of alny kind nearer San Juan than the English
settlement of 131tlefields, seventy-five miles to the northward. Nor are
there any cultivated lands in tile vicinity except the narrow space occn-
pied by the town1 and afaw cleared points on the island opposite. The
entire country is covered with a dense tropical forest. There are some
cows and dogs, and quite [In abundance of fowls; blat beyond these
sources the inhabitants are entirely defendant for provisions upon the
vessels which visit the harbor, and upon the "bungos" which come down
the river San Juan from the interior. lam informed, however, that the
soil a short distance back from the coast is rich, and that industry alone is
needed to insure an abundant supply of all the productions of the tropics.

'I'lie climate here is surJvrisingly salubrious, an-id uniform good health.
prevails among the inhabitants. Foreigners observing- proper precautions
need not, I anm assured, formn exceptions. It is now the commenlcemient
of' the rainy season, but the weather is very pleasant, and in respect of
temperature not widely different from that of the month of July in the
latitude of Nevw York. The range of the thermometer during the twenty-
foir hours is not so great; tile range for the past four days has been from
790 to S50. In the evening there is usually a pleasant and invigorating
sea breeze.

Trade of San Juan.

This port, wvith the exception of the article of turtle shell, has no source
of Support besides the transit trade. ANearly all of the imports and exports
of Nicaragua, and a considerable part of those of Costa Rica, pass through
bere; and here also reside the agents of the foreign houses engaged in
trade with this portion of the continent. In fact, so far as commercial
facilities are concerned, it is far the imost important pilnt between New
Greniada and Mlexico. It is, however, impossible to obtain much statisti-
cal information ill confirmation of this remark, inasmuch as no proper
entries have been preserved, except for a few months past. I may be able
to obtain somie accurate stateriLents in time to append to this hurried
despatch. It may be safely asserted in general terms that most of the
trade is in the hands of American houses. An Italian vessel comes once
a year,. and one or two French vessels occasionally, as also one or two
from New Grenada and Janiaica. The British steamers now touch once
a month, and are -slowly creating a trade!. They have, in fact, already
almost monopolized the indigo trade, in consequence of 'being able, frorr-
the rapidity of their movements, to render early returns-an object of vast
importance in this quarter. It light not be to the immediate advantage
of the American line of steamers to touch here, but ultimately it may
prove to the interests of the company and the United States. I shall refer
to this matter hereafter, accordingly as my information. may or may not
be confirmed. The Costa Rica road from San Jose to this port, and
which will mLost certainly give this direction to a large part of the Costa
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eric trade, is shortly progressing. The entire distance to be constructed

(to the Serapique river) is sixty miles, of which fifteen are now built.
The Costa Ricans are endeavoring to negotiate a loan for its completion
in England, but I learn that the prospect of their obtaining it is not good.
I am unprepared as yet to say what would be its probable return, if coln-
pleted. I shall seek for information upon this point when I get into the
interior.

The Eng.lish in &zn Juan.

Since the seizure of this port by the English, its municipal and other
regulations have been dictated by the English authorities, at the head of
which stands her Britannic Majesty's consul general, Mr. W. D. Christy.
He has taken up his residence here, and assumed the entire control of
affairs. No written 'a.ws or regulations have been promuilgated, and this
gentleman is de facto a dictator, his will being the law beyond which
there is no appeal. He has made himself extremely obnoxious to the
inhabitants without exception, and his arbitrary conduct is the subject
of complaint oa every hand. His sole adherents are half a dozen officials,
one of wirhom is vice-consul, another harbor-master, others "' policemenn,"
&c. Although the so-called Mosquito flag is flying, yet apart from this
there seems to be no deference to Mosquito authority on the part of the
consIl general. He has taken upon°hirnself to disregard, all leases and
grants of land made by the Nicaraguan authorities before the English con-
quest, and assumes to sell the same, not as the agent of the Mosquito
King-, but as her Britannic M4ajesty's vice-coiisul. A copy of one of the
deeds is appended, (A.)
This assumption may not be deemed of much importance, but it will

tend to shoW that here it is hardly deemed worth ie while longer to keep
up the shallow disguise of " Mosquito authority."
Mr. Christy, some months ago, made a visit to the interior, to Nicaragua

and Costa Rica. Whatever may have been his reception by the latter
State, he has no reason to be proud of his success in Nicaragua. He
made one or two communications to the authorities, but they refused to
recognise his official character, and finally returned him his letters un-
opened. From all I can learn, the hostility of * 0 ' * ' towards
the 0* * # kilows no bounds. indeed, they carry it-so, far as to
purchase of the boatmen at the port of San Carlos (on the head of the
San Juan) all supplies intended for this place. It is, in consequence,
almost impossible to obtain here the fruits and other articles of consulnp7
tion which were formerly furnished in great abundance from that quarter.
The consisl general has hinted his intention to retaliate, and also expressed
his determination to impose an export, duty on all products brought frot
the interior; but I hardly think he 'will venture upon the latter measure.
The duty levied upon imports to this port is 2& per cent. ad valorem,

except upon the following articles:
Tobacco, $1 per 100 lbs.
Powder, $2 50 per 100 lbs., or about 25 per cent.
Wines and other liquors, 121 cents per gallon.

The Nicaraguans formerly levied a general duty of 25 per cent. ad
valorem. It has been reduced, since the seizure of San Juan, to 23 'per
cent. There are some exceptions; but, as 1 shall forward acopyofthy



136 Doc. No. 75.
Nicaragua tariff as soon as one can be obtained, I shalI not attenmpt to
enumerate these.exce[tioxs here.

It will he seen , froin vhat has been maid above, that the present un-
settled relations l)etwcn Gireat BIrtain arnd Nicaragua can not long exist
%vithotit leadliug to anotlver hostile collision, in which it is easy to fbresee
that the former F'ower will not fatil to discover pretexts for the seizure of
tire entire country.
The recognition of Nicaragua's independence by tire United States,

and thre establislinient of treaty relations with her, may tend to avert this
catastrophe.

I may mnwition. that it is currently reported here that Mr. Castellon'. the
Nicaraguan,1s en1voy to EnglalndM, concluded a contract with an English com-
pany (headed by Mr. Wheelwright) for the right of way for a canal, &-c.,
across lthe continent, through the NicaraguLan territories; wvhikh, upon
being presented t.o the Nicaraguan govbrnincnt for ratification, was unaii-
nIoLisly rejected, and Mlr. Castellon recalled.

B7n -lishb Desigwq.
An English vessel of war is expected at Bluefields rand this port, within

the. next rrmonth, ostenlsibl1l to tahe the consul general to Jauiaica. It
will bring the "' Mosqituito King." .1 am infilrred, Upon authority which
is certainly entitled to respect, that it is designed to proceed with the two
dignitaries aliove nmentioned to Salt creek, fifty miles below this port, and
now in the occupation of Costa Rlica, and thence to Boca del rTo)r(, ill
the province of Veragua, New Grenada, of both of which places "1 his
Mosquito Majesty" will iorrnially take possessio)1, in confirm-ity with. the
pretensions which the FEnglisih government have set up for him. I have
every reason to believe that this course has been determined onl. It will
be entirely in keephin-g with the policy which England has pursued upon
this coast, aid wrhichI will be continued so long as it can be done with
impunity. The greatest alarm prevails among tihe population on the
coast: arid such is the fear which is entertained of English power, that no
resistance will probably be offered to any act of aggression, however fla-
grant, which the British government rnay decide upon.

The-early visit of an American arned vessel at this port, and afterwards
at Boca del Toro, (a most important harbor,) would have a good effect,
both in checking the contemplated aggression, and securing a favorable
termination to our negotiations in the interior.- England has always
made a judicious display of her, power in quarters where it was likely to
promote her interests, arid augment the local importance of her citizens.
I make this suggestion with the greatest deference, but with the eiaxnest
hope that it maymineet With a favorable consideration by the department.

Boundary of Costa Rica.

Costa Rica, I have ascertained, claims that her territory extends from
the lake of Nicaragua, along the -southern shore of the Sari Juan, to the
sea. 1 shall eendeavor to secure her assent to any contract which mlay be
made with Nicaragua, by our American company, for a canal across the
continent by this route. This will prevent any obstruction of the work-
by disputes between the States concerning their boundaries.
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Carnal Route.

I am at this time unable to present the results of any personal observa-
tionS upon the practicability, etc., of a canal route across the continent,
fronmi this port to the Pacific. I have, however, had the pleasure of meet-
ing here Dr. I)., T. Brown, of New York, (a copy of whose letter to the
department, cnclositng one from the foreign minister of Costa Rica, is
appended to my instructions,) who, as the agentof Howard and company,
of' New York, has investigated the matter pretty thoroughly. At my re-
quest, lie has-drawn up the results of his observations, which are appended,
(t3.) The facts -which his letter contains are extremely interesting and
important; anrd, as Mr. Brown contemplates returning very soon to the
United States, thie department may be able to obtain from him a large
amount of valuable and reliable information upon this and collateral sub-
jects. The fact of the subsidence of Lake Leon, and the complete inter-
ruption of the river of Zipetapa, communicating with Lake Nicaragua, is,
I believe, entirely new. Mr. Brown's account of the depth of the waters
in the San Juan is confirmed by persons here who are accustomed to pass
up and down that river.
On the behalf of his principals, Dr. Brown, on the 17th of March last,

concluded a contract with the Nicaraguan government, a copy of which
is appetded, (C.) It is the Nicaragua proposition, and is very far from
being liberal, Dr. Browii. is not of the opinion that it will be accepted by
his principals.

I learn that Mr. White,' on behalf of his principals, (Vanderbilt and
company,) has made a proposition to the Nicaraguan government, which,
if f am correctly informed of its details, is most extravagant. My infornl-
ation is not, however, as wvell authenticated as I could wish; and.1 shall
not, therefore, trouble the department with what may prove to be
unfounded.
In connexion with this inatter, I may mention that Samuel Shepherd,

of this port, and one or two other individuals, hold grants from the
" Mosquito King," (dating as far back as 1839,) of the entire country on
both sides of the San Juan, from Bluefields river, on the north; to Boca
del Toro, (including Chinqui Lagoon,) oln the south; and bounded 'by
Spanish American States oln the west, and the ocean oln the east. A
copy of one of these grants is attached, (D.) The others are similar in
terms. Admitting British pretences in the quarter, it would seem that a
canal company might obtain all desirable rights of passage, etc., through
the disputed territories, from the proprietors of these'grants..

l to-day had a conversation -with the British consul general, in which
he informed ine that the English government had asserted, and determined
to maintain, the claim of the Mosquito King, as far up the San Juan as
tke rapids of Machuca, which is about two-thirds of the entire distance.
lie also stated that Mr. Chatfield, the British consul general in Guatemala,
had recently threatened a forcible intervention, to compel the payment, by
Nicaragua,. of her quota of the loan contracted in England by the republic
of Central America, during its existence; as, also, the payment of certain
debts due British subjects residing in her territories. This threat, backed
by the blockade of Ponsonate, was last year successful in procuring an

"These grants were lately formally annulled by the "Mosquito Council," in session assembled.
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adjustment of similar claims in San Salvador. It will readily be undeer.
stood that, in the case of Nicaragua, there is no lack of a disposition to
adopt a similar course, the ulterior results (if which it is easy to anticipate.

I was also informed (and there is no doubt of the fact) tat upon the
17th of April a delegate on the part of Nicaragua proceeded through Leon
tb Guatemala, at the invitation of Mr. Hise, to meet there a similar dele.
gation from San Salvador and Honduras. The purposes of this con Vo-
catioh are, of course, unknown to mne, as they were, I believe, to the
department at the time of my departure.

HoLn. JOHN M. CLAYTON,
Secretay of State of the U. S. of N. A .

A.

This is to certify,; that Eustaquio Alvarez has paid s''even pounds ten
shillings for a piece of land, having sixfy-five feet of frontage on the harbor
and sixty-five feet on King street; bounded on the north by the sea, on
the south by King street, on the east by land belonging to Juan Mesnier,
on the west by land belonging to the governmenit-sixty'five feet from
east to west, and eighty'eight feet from north to south'; and, until a
formal grant shall be made out hereafter, that hle is owner-of the aforesaid
piece of land.

JAMES GREEN,
H. B. M. Vice-consutl.

EUSTAQuio ALVAREZ:
. s. d.

For 65 feet frontage on the harbor - - 5 4 0.
Annual tax - - - - - 8 0
For. 65 feet frontage on King street - - 1 6 0
Annual tax on samiie - - 2 0
Survey of-harbor frontage - . - - 5 0.
Registration- - . - - (5

7 10. 0
Received payment:

-ROBERT COATsES,
Temporary SairVeyor.

!~~ ~ ~ ~ B.- '

. ~~B..
- SAN JUAN DE NICARAGUA,

June 10, 1849.
Slt: In reply to your note of this morning, requesting such informa-

tioh as I may possess tipoi -them natural means of communication be-
tweeh the Atlantic and Pacific oceans through the State of-Nicaragua,'
I have tche honor t send you the following, condensed from my memo-
randa, ofa personal examination of the two routes heretofore proposed as
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lines of communication, viz: through the river San Juan and. lake of
Nicaragua, -to a point 6oposite the &'ity-of the: same name, and thence
overland to the port. of San Juan del Sur; and, secondly, via same river
and lake, river Panaloya, or Zipetapa, lake bf Nicaragua, and overland
to Realejo.

I also informed myself of a third route, or rather a modification of the
second route, substituting on the Pacific the port of Tamarindo for that
of Realejo. b s

It may not be improper to state that frequent casual observation of the
river San- Juan had already convinced me that the. statements of its ca-
pacity contained in the works of Mr. J. L. Stephens and Baron Bulow were
erroneous. .I therefore prepared to ascertain by actual measurement the
depth of water in the 'river channel; and the results I give you as indi-
cated by a graduated rod during the dry season-from March to May-
when the volume of water passing through the river is much less than
during the rainy months.
Of the length of the river, variously estimated at from seventy-nine to

ninety miles, the portion presenting the greatest impediment to 'actual
navigation ii that included' between the harbor of San Juan and the
Colorado river, at its point of exit from the San Juan, a supposed distance
of fifteen miles. The Colorado, a broad, deep stream, conveys the-great
mass of waters-from the principal river' to the ocean, leaving a compara-
tively -sriill quantity to escape through the San Juan,' the velocity of
whose current is correspondingly diminished. Hence occur, during the
dry season, accumulations of quicksand, floating trees, and vegetable
debris, changing with the current, and producing a,tortuous and shallow
channel. The, freshets of the' rainy seasons sweep away these obstruc-
tions, leaving an uninterrupted passage; but the geological formation of
the lateral banks of the river and its tributaries, and of the numerous
islands,.consisting of mingled sand and~light vegetable mould, presents
a weak -resistance to the waters, -and prevents a perinanent removal of the
obstacles.

In March last I found no less than three feet of water in any part of
the channel from San Juan to-thie Colorado; but in May it was diminished
in many places to two feet, and in none did it exceed two aild a half.
With this depth- of water the loaded " bongos" of the-countrywh~.

'draughit is from twvo to three feet, cannot pass, and generally discharge part
of their cargo of Brazil wood, hides, or -indigo, returning from San Juan
for the remainder.
From the divergence of the San Juan and Colorado to the lake, there

is in no part of the main channel less than five, feet of water at any season
of the year; but the three '" randales," or rapids of " Machuca," "San
Carlos; 'and "ElToro," increasingin a greatd.egree the current, present
material difficulties to ascending "bongos." The widest channel be-
tween the rocks at San Carlos, the narrowest passage 'on- the river,, is
about, thirty feet. These rapids are-not falls, as sometimes represented,
but: strong 'c ripples," in' mariners' language, caused by- a rocky bed.
Below this point, sand constitutes the bottom of the stream, whilel above,
towards the lake,-mud predominates.' The lake of Nicaragua -is navigable
for boats and vessels of- moderate draught throughout its whole lexteniti
though its depth is probably less -than has been supposed. In Novemiiber,
1826, Captain Peter Sheppard, of San Juan, an 'intelligent man, aiid
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then an enterprising merchant, .took "a schooner of fifty-two tons
through the river San Juani into the lake, by removing. the keel arid
warping the whole distance, which he accomplished in twenty-two days.
He tells me that the vessel drew three. feet six inches while .ascending
the river, but with the keel replaced, and loaded seven feet- and'that she
was unable to approach within two 'a ida halfmiles of. the river during
the dry season-the "bongos" receiving their cargoes from the vessel at
that distance from 'the shore.

I pass over the route from Lake, Nicaragua to San 'Juan of the South,
as, in my opinion, an imprarcticabte one; since, notwithstanding the short'
distance of fifteen miles, the intervening cOUnltry is very elevated, rocky,
and precipiton's. The harbor 'of" Saln Juan del Sur" is small and'unsafe,
'and the gulf of Palagago at all seasons exposed' to violent winds.

Taking the route vi's Leon, or ManrIgua, and. assuming the distance be-
tween the two lakes throughh'"river Zipetapa"'' (more properly an inlet) to
be fourteen miles, about ten of these are navigable, with a.wide channel
arid ten feet or more water, to Pasquiel, a cattle estate of Frederic Derby-
shire, esq.,'of Grenada. Beyond this place even small canoes cannot
penetrate. Innumerable large though isolated rocks fill the bed of the
former river, now dry, except a small rilL slowly flowing froms ponds
.above. Fronm'"Paso Chico," one and a half mile from Pasquiel, the
rock (a conglomerate, of pebble and limestone) becomes solid to Lake
Managua. At Tipitapa,.a little village upon the borderof the lake, occurs
a break of fifteen feet in the bed of the stream, over wliich the waters
from the lakle formerly fell, but these have materially diminished within
,the past three or four years-from what cause, except unusually dry win-
ters, .it is u1jknown-and at present no water escapes by this course.
The lake of INicaragua is navigable for steam and other boats. The

distance across to Moabita from Tipitapa is about thirty miles. From
this ploift, in a direct line, there are. about fifteen- miles to "El Polron,"
an estate situated upon a navigable creek, flowing into Realejo harbor,
distant about' eight miles. From the same point to "'El. Tamarindo,"
also an estate upon a navigable creek, there are nine miles, and thence
to the port of the same 'name about five miles. .' This port, though not 9o
commodious as Realejo harbor, is safe, and English vessels annually land
Brazil wood there. The country between Lake Managua and' Realejo, or
Tamarindo, is a very gefile and gradual slope.
The above memoranda are the result ofmy personal observations; and,

however incomplete, 1 trust you will'.be pleased to accept them, and to be-
lieve me,.
leWith much respect, your~obedient servant,
* your:'.'D. TILDEN BROWN.
To the Hon.: E. GEO. SQUIER,

U. S. C/large, etc., Saqt Juan do Nicaragua..
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"r¶alls.ationn of Ille agreement bel7een the Rate of Mcnr'7rua. and7 the
A.icarragua Steae. Company of Aen, YTork, for Mie eatablbs/hmente of
coZnrnunicalions between the Allantic and Pacific.

Don Jose TrrinIidadt Milmos, general-iti-chief of the army of the sovereign
State of Nicaragula, cointrlissionedi by thle supreme government of the
State, anrd IDavid '1'. BrojXrll, yorrirnissioiied by thre company entitled 'thle
Nicarofua Steamri Company of Now Yorkl," having met with the object of
con'errillg'and settlinlg anl agreement respectinca the construlti'un of' a
canal, and the interior trade in- the territory of the3State,after exchanging
their respective crede ntials, have agreed uipon the following articles:

AR'rucLE 1. The State of Nicaragua grants to tl'e Nicaragua Steam
Comripany tihe exclusive privilege of' passage throughIi its rivers anld lakes,
from. tile port of Satll Juan de Nicaragua onl the North (Atlantic) sea, up
thle river of Sanl Juan and through thle lake of Grenada, the river of
.asquiel and the Like of' 1.texo, to the point which the engineers of the
company may select on the South sea at the port of Realejo, tile Tama-
lindo, or anly other basini or port onl that coast, through the neck of land
elmlbraced between the lake of Leofi and the South sea; but only by one
line of route, whether it be by canals or by railroads; which works shall be
construtcted entirely at the expense of the said company.

An'r.. 2. TThe privilege conceded by the State of Nicaragua to the
Steam Coil]pany is for the precise aand positive term of forty years, counted
from the date of, the ratification of the present agreement by the represenlt-
atives of the two parties.
Ar. 3. Thle Statc of Nicaragua, in order to afford greater protec-

tion to the compariy which undertakes the work, enlgages to exact n1o duty
of transit on the merchandise, nor tax on1 the passengers, trasported by
the boats or cars of the cornpany The same freedom fromn duties
shall be extended to the machines, materials, and instruments which the
coynpainy may require for its use; but it is prohibited fromn selling thenli ill
the interior; and in case of contravention, the company will incur the
penalties declared against contrabanid.
ART. 4. Tlhe State gives to thlecompany gratuitously thle coal, stones,

and other materials for building, in the vacant lands, and those of
thle government, adjacent to the linie of route selected; with the exception,
however, of the fortresses and military posts, and the materials belonging
to individuals, for which the company s1lall pay the owners at prices fixed
by agreement, or determined by referees. The State, in lite manner,
grants to the company, tlle use of the vacant lands adjacent to the
line of communication, for the establishment of houses, stores, bridges,
moles. and other things necessary for the interests of the company;
provided, however, that lands belonging to individuals shall be purchased
by the, company in the samine mantner as materials for building.
ART. 5. 'he governinblit of the State shall provide thle company

with the number of laborers required, so far and as regularly. as it eay
be able. The company shall pay these laborers at the rate of three reals
per day each. rJThose who are considered in the organization, as officers
and sergeants, shall be paid according to the military tariff of the State;
the government, however, reserving, to itself the right to issue such regu-



142 Doe. No.7.

rations for their government as may. be judged reconcilable with' the
interests of the company, without preventing freedom of contact bet' eea
the workmen, artisans, and. other laborers, and the company.
ART. 6. The government concedes to the teamships of the ;com-

pany the, right of entering'and lying in the ports of Nicaragua, free fro
all duties of anchorage' and tonnage or other port duties.
ART. 7. The company engages to introduce, within six months after

the ratification of this compact by both parties, the engineers required for
making the preliminary examinations, and withiii a year after the same
date it will begin, the works of-' the. enterprise; on failure to do which, the
compact becomes.null and of' no value.

ART. 8. Upon the expiration of the.forty years during which the privi'
lege is to last, the company cedes to the State, without any indemnifica-
tion, all the canals and railroads which it may have constructed and all
the buildings, steamers, cars, and machines, and others means of trans-
portation in its possession.
ART. 9. The governmentt allows the 'Steam Company,, during ,the

first ten years, to conduct 'the. transportation through such routes as it
may find, practicable, by roads and lines of stage coaches, until the con-
cIusion of the canals and railroads; but if, oil the expiration of these first
ten wears, the said canals and railroads should 'not have been completed,
the privilege for forty years shall end, leaving for the benefit.,of the State
all the works, edifices, steamers and cars, previously employed in trans-
portation, without anyright on the part of the company to indemnification.
ART. 10. The company cedes to the State ten per cent., of the.

advantages which it may derive from the enterprise; and isbound to
deliver to the government of the State in each year that amount, clearly
proved by the current account of receipts and payments.
ART. 11. In case of disagreement in'the settlement of accounts, the ques-

tion shall be determined by arbitration of three persons-one appointed
by.the government of Nicaragua, one by the company, and the third by
these two, both: parties being' bound to abide by the sentence f. this
tt~~~~~~~b~~~~na1.~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~-tribunal.
ART. 12. The State establishes a custom-house for' deposite at the

port of San Juan de Nicaragua, another on. the river of Pasquiel, another
at Moabita, and another at the port of Realejo, or another point which may
be selected as the place of embarkation or disembarkation on the coast of
the Pacific ocean. Thebuildingsrequiredforthepuirpose shall be erected
by the company at its expense, for the State.

: ART. 13. Every cargo which may be landed in either of the two,
ports forming the Mermini of the chief communication shall be, without
exception, entered at the custom-house of deposit, where, without break-
ing any package,' or examining it, it shall be sealed with the seal declared
by the government for marking, without distinctions all cargoes for transit,
*and those for introduction into .the country.

ART. 14.'!One real shall be paid: to the custom-house .of deposite
on each package not exceeding in width one barrel or five cubic feet; and
one real more on every package exceeding such dimensions, for every five
cubic feet.

ART. 15. 1Every cargo taken from the custom-house of deposite for
transit must be accompanied by the usual permit, clearly stating the

!' ' ,Y
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num15r and marks of each package, in] order that it may be recognised
and received at the last custom-house.

Alto. 16. If any package nam6d on the front for transit should be
wantiilg, and it should be proi.ed to be.sold or secreted anywhere with
the knowledge of any of the agents of the company, the company shall
be responsible before the courts of the country, and. be subjected to the
payment of the fine established by the laws of the State.
ART. 17. The cargo for introduction taken from the custom-houses of

the ports shall be accompanied with. its proper permit, setting forth the
numbers, mnarks, size, and weight of the several packages, and on no ac-
count can the packages, pieces, machines, instruments, nor any other
objects whatever, set forth in the permit, be landed anywhere except at
the cust6m- houses of Pasquiel or of Moabita, as they may be directed; and
in case of contravention, the company shall be responsible in the same
wav as declared in the preceding article.
ART. IS. The articles which the company may introduce for its own

use may be landed at the port which it may prefer as most convenient, on
giving notice thereof to the nearest custom-house, ill order that it may
take note of them.

Ai'r. 19. The company cannot introduce for itself any articles of com.
merce without paying the duties established, by the tariffs of the custom-
house; nor can it in any way introduce anv articles which are prohibited
or monopolized by the government.
ART. 20. None of the passengers brought by the vessels of the com-

pany can pass over the coountry without passports to be obtained fromn the
authorities of the port of disemibarcation, which shall, however, be deliv.
ered at a moderate price, not exceeding two dollars each. The company
shall not allow any one to take passage, either to the interior or out of the,
State, without such passport.
ART. 21. The company engages to transport for the benefit of the State,

the interior as well as the exterior correspondence which shall be distrib-
uted by the mails of Nicaragua, but the State shall charge no postage on
the correspondence of the company.
ART. 2:'. The company engages to give to the government of the State,

on accountit of the ten per cent. of the advantages derivable from the work,
which belong to it, funds to the extent of eighteen thousand dollars for
the purpose of sending a legation to the government of the United States,
ill order to negotiate the alliance and protection necessary to enable the
State to enter the full enjoyment of its rights over the territory and port
of San Juan. The company also engages to employ all its influence to
obtain for Nicaragua all the assistance of the American government, and
the support which it may need.
ART. 23. The company engages to transport the civil and military

officers of the government from one. point of the route to another, in its
vessels.or cars, gratuitously, and also the troops who may be sent on the
service of the State in time of peace; in which case, however, their pro-
visions shall be charged to the account of the government.
ART. 24. The company engages, whenever the State may be involved

in a foreign war, to transport its troops, armaments, and materials of war
gratuitously, and to give them all the aid compatible with the interests of
the company. a o d
ART. 25. The supreme government of Nicaragua acknowledges tie
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following persons, individually and collectively, as forming the Steam
Company to which it grants the 'privilege set forth in this compact, viz:
Messrs. Willard Parker, Simeon H. Ackerman, Asher Kursheadt, and
Daniel T. Brown, acktnowledging also at the same time the right of the
company to increase the number of its associates, and to supply the
vacancies which 'may .occur among them.
ART. 26. The company, .as a corporate body, shall be styled the
wicaragOua Transit (or transportation) Company. It shall communiiicate

with the government of the State through the inedium of commissioners
which it may appoint for the puTpose, and may adopt such seals and
marks for its official comnuications and documents as it may judge
necessary. It shall give notice to the supreme government of the State
of the president and secretary, on each election of such. officers. The
company shall have, within the territory of Nicaragua, all the rights and
liberties enjoyed for their interior government, by the transportation corn-
panies of New York.
ART. 27. All citizens of the United States employed by the company

shall enjoy, during their residence in the territory of Nicaragua, the civil
rights of the Nicaraguans, and in cases of delinquency they shall be sub-
ject to the penalties fixed by the laws; but they shall be exempt. from
payment of direct contribution.

ARiT. 28. in cases of blockade of the ports in foreign war, or of epi-
demics, suspending the course of transit, a-period of time will be allowed
equal to that which is thus' lost, in order to complete the forty years of
duration 'of the privilege.

AlIT. 29. The present agreement shall be raiified, by the persons em-
powered' by both parties, within the positive termn of tour months, counted
from this date; and in case it be ratified by only one of the parties, it shall
have no effect nor-valtue in future.

Signed at the city of Managua on the 14th of -March, 1849.
J. '1'. MUiNOZ.
D. T. BROWN.

A true copy from the original.
SEBASTIAN SALINAS.

GOVERNME'NT HOUSE,
Santtago de Alicaragua, a-rcAh 1 7 1849.

PTe Senator, Director of the State of Nicaragua, to its inhiabitants-
Whereas the Legislative Assembly has decreed as follows:

The Senate and Chamber of Rep:esentatives of the State of Nicaragua
in assembly convened 'do decree':

ARTICLE 1. Each and all of the twenty-nine articles of the agreement
.concluded in this city on the 14th instant, between the genieral-in..chief,
Jose Trinidad' Mufidz, commissioned by the government,-and Doctbr
David. T. Brown, commissioned by the Steam Company of Nicaragua,
composed of citizens of New York, respecting the- line of transportation
from the Atlantic to the Pacific through Nicaragua, are approved.
ART. 2. So soon as this agreement shall have received its ratification

by both parties within the term prescribed by its. last article, it shall be-
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come a law of the State; and the government shall comply with it, and
cause it to bo observed and, fulfilled as such.
Given at the hall of sessions of the House of Representatives, at San-

tiago de Nicaragua, on the 16th of March, 1849.
ROSALIO CORTES,

Representative President.
DAAIASO SOUZA,

Representative Secretary.
BASILIO SALINAS,

ToRepreseintative Secretary.
To thle E~XECUTlTVE PowER.K
Hall of the Senate, at Santiago de Nicaragua, March 16, 1849.

PEDRO AGUIRRE,
Senator President.

JOS1, DE JESUS ROBLES,
Roenator Secretary.

TORILIO JEFERINO,
Senator Secretary.

MALNAGUA, Alarc/ 17,1849.
Wherefore let it be executed.

BENITO ROSALES.
To the licentiate SE3B.ASTI AN SALINAS,

&cretary of Relations and Governmient.

GOVERNMENT HOUSE, SANTIAGO DE MANAGUA,
MAlarc 17, 1849.

A tre copy from the original.
SEBASTIAN SALINAS.

D,

Grant from tMe mosquitoo King" to Sainuel SShepherd c5 Co.

Know all men p)resenlt and to come: That ve,Roobert Charles Frederick,
tirig of the Mosqutiito nation, by and with the consent of our chiefs, and.
in consideration, of the true and laudable services to us rendered and
hereafter to be rendered by Samuel Shepherd, Peter Shepherd, 'and.
Stanislaus Thomas Ealy, late of the island of Jamaica, 'of our special
grace and of our certain knowledge and free motion) have given and
granted, and by these, presents, sealed with our seal, do give aand grant
unto the said Samuel' Shepherd, Peter Shepherd, and Stanislaus Thomas
Haly, their heirs and assigns, all. that tract 'or district of land. situate,
lyig, alid being between the south side of Great river and the northern
bank of' Bluefields Main river, butting and bounding westward on the'-
Spanish lines and dastovard on the seacoast: together with all that 'tract
or district of land situate, lying, and being between the south, side. of
Bluefields Mlain rivet- and the northern bank of St. John's river of Nicara-
gua, bUtting and bound ing westward on the Spanish lines, and eastward

10
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on the seacoast: together with all arable lands, meadows, pastur.
waters, trees, wood, underwood,'and the ground and soil thereof, mines
minerals, quarries, ways, waters, water-courses, forests, chases, parks,
warrens, fishing, fisheries, and all and singularthe libertie's and-profits of
the said larid,. or any part thereof, deemed. or known as part or mernber
with their and every of their appurtenances, to have and to hold the
same, unto the said Samuel Shepherd, Peter Shepherd, and Stanislaus
Thomas HEaly, their heirs and assigns forever, as tenants in common, and
not as joint tenants. And we do hereby declare that it shall be lawful
for the said Samuel Shepherd, Peler ShepheTd, and Stanislaus Thomas
11aly, their heirs and assigns, on the said tract or district to erect houses
and other buildings, and to introduce foreigners to settle upon and colo-
nize the said tract or district, and to cultivate the land thereof; and further,
that it shall and may be lawful for the said Samuel Shepherd, Peter
Shepherd, and Stanislaus Thom-ias Haly, their heirs and assigns, and the
inhabitants of the said tract or district freely to pass and repass to and
from the said tract or district, and to navigate all rivers and waters run-
ning through the said tract or district, or communicating therewith or
with any ports thereof; and to cut the timber anrd underwood on the said
tract or district of land, and to hold and carry away the same; and to
hunt and fish, and ihe produce of such hunting and fishings- to hold
and carry away as their own proper goods and chattels without the let,
suit, or hinderance of us or our subjects. And we do hereby declare
that wre will not at any time hereafter impose any taxes, dues, or cmstoms
upon the said Samuel Shepherd, Peter Shepherd, Stanislaus Thomas
IHaly, their heirs or assigns, and that we and our subjects will not trouble
or molest the same, but will at all times do all things which may tend to
their succor and protection.

Givell under our hand and seal the twenty-fourth day of January, one
thousand eight hundred and thirty-nine, and in the fourteenth of-our
reign, and then executed on paper in the presence of these witnesses, to
wit: J. M. Daly, G. C. Shepherd, G. Vize, H. Boachet, Robert Haly,
and S. T. Haly, jr., and now re-executed on parchment, as a duplicate,
thc 2Sth day' of November, in the year of our Lord and in the year of
our reign as aforesaid.

ROBERT CHARLES- FREDERICK.

Signed, sealed, and delivered in the presence of-
GEORGE VIZE,
F. BOUCHET,
ROBERT HALY,
THOMAS LowRY ROBINSox,
General PETER SLAM.

Be it remembered that, on the 24th day of January, 18t9, peeeable
and quiet possession of the lands, with hereditanbents within mentioned1-
to be granted and. enfeofifed, was taken and had by the within named
Samuel Shepherd, Peter Shepherd, and Stanislaus Thomas Halyk and by
the:said'Robert Charles Frederick delivered to the said Samuel Shepherd,

. . .~~~~~~~~~
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Peter Shepherd, and Stanislaus' Thomas IHaly, their heirs and assigns,
forever, in the' presence of -us.

GEORGE VIZE,
F. BOUJCHET,
ROBERT IHALY,
THOMAS LOWRY ROBINSON,
General Plr1TER SLAM.

M1hr. Squier to A-I. Clayton.
(Extrhcts.]

[NO. 2.] GRENADA) NICARAGUA7 Jun1o 23, 1849.
Sm: l avail. myself of the probable speedy departure of Mr. J. E. Priest

(a citizen of New York) for the United States, to inform the department of
the arrival of myself and suite in this city, on the 21st inst., in good health,
after a voyage of eight days from San Juan. The trip is regarded as an
exceedingly rapid one. At this season of the year it is seldom made in'
less than ten or fourteen days, and at no season in less than six or eight.
The estimated distance is one hundred and eighty miles, the. greatest
part of which is taken tip by the lake of Nicaragua, or Grenada. The
passage of the lake is comparatively easy. We made it in two days:
with tkvorable winds it is often made in twenty-four hours. From this.
it will be seen that the navigation of the river San Juan is slow and diffi-
cult. I shall reserve my observations upon that stream, and the facilities
which it affords for an oceanic connexion, for another communication,
meantime observing that the letter of Doctor Brown (which I had the
honor of forwarding with my despatch of the 10th instant) is entirely
accurate, so far as it relates to the San Juan and Lake Nicaragua, as I
have -no doubt it also is so far as it relates to the remaining section of the
proposed canal route from this point to the Pacific.

1 find that mny arrival here has been for some time-anticipated by the'
government, and that instructions have been issued to all of the depart-
ments, enjoining that every attention shall be paid and every facility ex-
tended to me in pursuing the object of my mission. My reception at
the fort of San' Carlos and at this city has not only been in strict
conformity with 'these instructions, but the attentions of the authorities
and prominent inhabitants have been rendered in such a manner as to
convince me that the most friendly sentiments are cherished towards our
people, and that the highest hopes are entertained from- more intimate
relations with the United States. These hopes are exceedingly" vague,
and so little is known'here of the nature, constitutional powers, and the'
poi of our government. that I fear many of them will be disappointed.
Th4y are, nevertheless, under the circumstances, entirely natural.' ' Dis-
tracted -at home, threatened with an extinguishment of her national inde-
pendence, and her appeals unnoticed by the more powerful governments
to which' they have been addressed, it is not surprising that Nicaragua'
turns to the United States for countenance and protection. So fr 'as this
can be -consisten'tly rendered, I am 'assured' from my instructions, and.
from 'the'disposition of the American people, that I shall be sustained in'
extending it. Once treated with consideration and taught to respect
herself, I am sure many of "the causes which have hitherto retarded the'



149 Doc. No. 75.
progress of this really magnificent country will be removed, tfie spirit of
hier dependazit people aroused, and some degree of permanlence restored
to her government. Until then her best citizens wvill contintle to expa-
triate themselves, or keep aloof lrom public affairs, and the a"diiiinistration
of' the -overiinenat be left to inconmpetent nrien or unprincipled adventurers.
s* # * * ~* * *

I shall proceed to the seat ef government with 'all treasonable despatch.
Bv ad vices from the Miessrs. White, I learn that they have as yet done
clothing of iiiportallnce i,, the rnlattcr of a con tract wvith the government
relative to a canal, &C., hbt are anxionsly awaiting roy arrival.

y3v the accompanying d(oetMent (A) it will be seen that Air. MaLinning,
the British viice consul at lcon, has entered a formal protest (! !) on be.
half of his '' Mosquiito Majesty" against the contract executed by Mr.
Brown, a cop)y of which wxas forwarded -With nA last dispatch. rTh'e
Eng-lish officials have hitherto been so suecessfuil in accomplishing their
objects by nmenace, that they rmay have fallen into the error of sulpll)posilng
that they have a prescriptike right to interlbre wvith thle ititerrial allilirs of
every nation not able to cope wvitlh their own ill arms. To Mr. Maining's
anilsi-ng protest I aippend the reply of Salinas, foreign minister.
The information which I trainIsmiitted on the 10th irisiant respecting

the contract entered into between Air. Castellon and. an EnIIglish company
proves to be correct. I presumrie that the department has received the
same information from other sources. Lest, however, this should prove
rnot to be the case, I slhall endeavor to obtain a (opr)v of the contract, with
the accomipanying correspondence, if possible, ili tinle to forward the
same with this cojrnlmlullicatiorl.

i* i ** * * *

In my communication of the 10th, 1 mentioned that I had reecived
information of thle appointmlnent of a delegate fiomi Nicaragula, for Guate-
mala, at the ilnvitation of' Mr. Hise, to Itieet there similar delegations.
from San Salvador and IHondluras. 1 finld, upi°on examination here of thle
files of tile government papers, that the delegate or commissioner onl the
part of Nicaragua is be&for luenavertuara Selva; arId from a p)UblislIed
letter from that official, dated Cutiatemiala, May 17, andl addressed to the
Foreign Minister of the State, I learn that he arrived in that city twvo
(lays previously, and1 that negotiations had already been opened whil Mr.
Ilise lbr the settlement of the ternis of a treaty between Niearagua and
the United States. flow far these nc.zotiatiois have ruoceeded 1 allm not
informed, but have no doubt that a treaty of sercine hind has been agreed
u1pon. If so, I shall be pluced. ill a si tiolion otf some enibarrasnlliwit, as
I conceive that Mr. Hise has no authority for the step hie has takell, anld
is certainly not informed of the present views and desires of our govern.
meant. By referring to Ar. Buchanian'Cs iinstructions to M1r. Hise, I fined
that so far from being %itipowered to negotiate treaties waith Nicaragua,
Honduras, and Costa Rica, he was capres ly (adf'sCd to th1e cnhli/ary,
without further instructions froim the Dl)eartment of State. No such
instructions have, I believe, beeni communicated to him.

. Under these circumstances, I have addressed a note (B) to the govern-
ment of this republic, requesting that the treaty made at Guatemala (if
such exists) may be allowed to pass as unofficial and that new negotia-
tions may. be entered upon at the seat of government.
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My former communication was submitted, subject to future corrections.

I find that Costa Rica (probably tinder improper instigation) has lately
.asserted that her territories not oitv exAtenrl from thle Serapiqiue river to the
sea, buat also frorn Salinas bav, on the I)acific, in a right lind eastwjarrd to
l~alie Nicarigua; along the southeri shore of that lake, and thence along
the San Juan riier to tile Atlantir. This claim covers several towns
whiclh have always beeti in the undisputed possession of Nicaragua; and
.also the military station at the Castillo Viego, on tile south, bank of the
:Stai Jian.

In referring to the grants of laud made by the so-called Mosquito King
to Shepherd and others, I neglected to mention, what I presume was
well known to the 'de-partment, that all these grants were not lonrg since
formally revolcd by thle present "Kinig" at the instigation of Mr. Walker,
Dr. Green, and 'other English agents. Still, the H- (his mark) of one
savage -is, I presume, quite as potential as that of another, and quite as
worthy of regard. In conclusion, I muist again be permitted to suggest
not only the propriety, but thle absolute importance of tile visit of a United
States armtrl vessel to tire port of San Juan. If one of the vessels of the
Pacific squadron could. touch at Realejo, and afterwards at Ptuito AArenas,
in Costa Rica, I amn convinced beneficial effects Would follow. The
frequent. visits of English armed vessels has left an exaggerated impres-
siorn of British power, which, in Costa Rica at least, may result in the
-virtual estalblishmerlt of English suprernacv, the Costa Rican minister at
St. Jarmes to the contrary notwithstanding.
The imnportance of the -trade, &c., of the Central American States,

present and 'prospective, I amn satisfied have not been hitherto properly
estimated by our goverzininent and our people; and since our interests irt
thle Pacific have- lately been so iniichi atiginerited, I conceive that no time
should be lost in placing our relations here otl tihe best and most enduring
basis. To this end I shall direct my efforts; and to this end, also, I shall
.endeavor ton pace before the department all data of importance which
1 may be able to obtain.
With my next commnunication., I hope to be able to forward a detailed

xap of the river San Juan, with the information necessary to an under-
stnmioding of the actual capabilities of thatt stream.

M-eattlimne, I remaiu, &c.,
E. GEORGE SQUIER.

A.

To Dan Nebastian Salinas, Secretary of State.

PROTEST.-

LnON, May 25, 149.
S1Rn: In reference to the contract concluded by the government of the

State'of Nicaragua, and a North American company, represented by Dr. D.
T. Brown, to effect a communication across this isthmus, 'I am instructed
to announce to your government that the Mosquito territory comprises
tie.Tief San .Juani up to the rapids of the L Machuca," and that ali the
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riverbelow that point is subject to the jurisdiction of the "Mfosq ito
government," and that no usurpation of those rights will be consented

:.to by her Britannic Majesty's government, as protector of said nation.
I have the honor to be, sir, your humble servant,:

THOMAS MANNING,
Charge of the Vice Consulata.

CONTESTACION.

:1). U. L. CASA DE GOBIElO,
Leon, Mqay 26,. 1849.

Dicuenta alDirector supremo del Estado con la communicacion de
.V. en que, con fecha 25 del corriente, indica derechos territonales en la
:costa. de Mosquitos y rio de San Juan de Nicaragua hasta el randal de
Machuca, con motivo de la contrata concluida entire este Estado y ia
.compania de New York, representada por el Dr. David T. Brown, para la
communicacion interoceanica desde el indicado puerto. de -San Juan,
hasta el pacifico,; y este alto funcionario me ha dado orden de contestara
V. que sin entrar por ahora en. cuestior, sobre la mission y autorizacion
de V. como.vice-consul Britanico en .el Vuerto del Realqjo, para hacer
esta clase de reclamaciones, el Estado de Nicaragua en ningun tiempo ha
dudado; ni prescirdido de sus incuestionabIes derechos en la costa,
puerto, yrtioexpresados; que portauto nunca ha reconocido A los Mos-
quitos, ni menos al Gobierno Ingles, la menor~sombra de derecho en las
predichas puntas; y que, por lo mismo, admira que V. le . reconvenga
sobre propriedades y possessiones que le reconocentodas las naciones del
murdo.
Con sentimientos de aprecio, me suscribo de V. at servidor,

SEBASTIAN SALINTAS
Sr. D. TOMAIO MANNING,

Vice Consul Britaenico en elpuerto dI Realej'a.

13.~~~~~~~~~~.
LEOCA.TIQM J OF TEE UNITEDr STATES,

Grenzada, June 23, 1849.
SM: By an official publication ]in the "Gazette of the Isthmus," I

learn for the first time that a commissioner on the part of the. republic of
Nicaragua has proceeded to the city of Guatemala, there. to:. negotiate a
treaty of peace. and amity with the United States of North America, rep-
resented by Mr. Elijah Hise,,late charge d'affaires of the United States:
to 'the republic of Guatemala.: By the letter of the commissioner of
Nicaragua, dated "Guatemala, May 17, 1849," I perceive that the pre-
liminaries to such a negotiation had been entered poln.

It is proper to inform your excellency that Mr. Hise was superseded oa
the 2d of April last, upon which date I received my commission as his
successor.

It is dlso proper to say that Mr. Eise was not empowered to enter upon
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-any Aegotiations of the character referred to: although it has been and
still is the earnest desire of the United States to cement, in the firmest
manner possible, the friendship and good correspondence which now
happily exists with the republic of Nicaragua.
No objection will probably be made to the terms of the treaty which

may have been agreed upon at Guatemala; but there are several matters
of the highest importance to the interests of both republics, of which
Mr. Hise could not hive been advised, and which it is essential should
be regarded in the articles of any treaty which shall be made.

I have, therefore, to request that no action will be taken by the gov.
,ernment of Nicaragua upon the inchoate treaty which may' have been
negotiated at Guatemala, but that the same may be allowed to pass as
unofficial.
The propriety of this course will at once be obvious to your excellency.
Begging you to accept the assurances of my highest regard, I- am; sir,

your obedient servant,
E. GEORGE SQUIER.

To his Excellency the MINISTER OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS
of the Republic of Nicaragua.

AMr. Squier to Mr. Clayton.

DO. 3.] LEGAT[ON OF THE UNITED STATES,Leon de Nicaragua, Augguit 20, 1849.
SiR: I have the pleasure of informing the department of my arrival in

this city, on the 5th of July, after a detention of twelve days in Grenada.
This delay was occasioned by the disturbances in the country to which I
have alluded in a previous despatch. The 'insurrection which then threat-
eened such disastrous consequences has, I am happy to say, been -put
down, and, the insurgent chief, Somosa, together with his principal ad-
herents, taken and shot. Quiet is now restored, and may continue for
some time; but it is difficult to predict, in these countries, " what a day
may bring forth." Before leaving Grenada, I began strongly to suspect
that the government Was not exerting itself as it should, in restoring
order, and felt it my duty to give it to understand that 'could not pro-
ceed with the objects of my mission while things remained in the unset-
tiled condition they were then in. I consequently addressed a letter to the
Chief of the State, (a copy of which, together with his reply, accompa-
nies this communication, A.) I have good reason to believe that this letter
;had a salutary influence.
My progress from Grenada here, furnished abundant evidence of 'the

friendly feelings entertained by the people of this country'towards tfie
United States. At every town I was welcomed with every ddem6nstration
of respect, and upon approaching this city was met by the 'principal civil',
military, and ecclesiastical officers of the State, headed .by the bishop,
and accompanied by a large cavalcade of the leading citizens., Almost
'the entire population. lined tile streets through which we passed,. 'and
shouted, '4Live the UnitedStates of North America," to the accompahii
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merit of the hells of the cathedral and charchess, and repeated salvos of
artillery. In thle great square the military of the city were paraded, and
with this escort 1 passed to the residlence 'of the United States consul, Dr,
J. W. Livingston. These demonstrations have been followed by a com.-
plimTCitary civic and military ball, andl by a public dinner, in which theUnited States and its government were toasted to an almost unanswerable
extent. Besides addresses from several of the municipalities, and other
public testimonials of friendship and good feeling, there have been afforded
abundant private evidences quite as conclusive. You will find a inore
detailed account of the proceedings alluded to, in the copies of the official
paper of the State, which I enclose herewith. I have referred to them
here, simply to illustrate the present favorable disposition of the govern-
nient and the people of this State towards us as a nation.

Upon' the 9th of July, (four days after my arrival,) I presented my cre-
denitialls to the governmillenit. Advantage-was taken of tie occasion to renew
sonic of the demonstrations which attended ly arrival. My own remarks,
and those of the Director of the State, in reply, are given at length in the
official gazette. It will not be improper to add, that the publication of
these in San Salvador and Honduras was received by the firing of guns,
the ringing of bells, and other marks of satisfaction.

I tranismjitted with imy last dispatch (No. 2) a copy of a letter which I
had addressed to this government, in relation to the proceedings of MV.1r.
Ilise at Guatenmala. Since my arrival here the conmmissioller appointed
on the part of this government (Mr. Selva) has returned. As I antici-
pated, he brought with him a " colilmercial treaty," amid a special cnni-
vention " respecting a canal, and other inatters." As I understand at
Mr. Rise left Guatemala for the United States on the 21st of June, I pre-
surne the documents referred to have already passed into tile hands of the
department. I will only add, therefore, that I conceive the provisions of
the , special conventionn" are most extraordinary, and in conflict with
the policy which the United States has hitherto uniformly preserved in
its foreign relations. I amn surprised to the last degree, that this gentle-
manl should venture to take so important a step, in the total absence, as I
believe, of all authority. But I am the more surprised that he should
have written in the terms he has done to this government while he had Mr.
Buchanan's instructions before hinm informing him that it -"was not deemed
advisable to empower him to conclude a treaty with either Honduras,
Nicaragua, or Costa Rica." In this connexion, I beg to call the special
attention of time department to the accompanying copies of Mr. Hise's
official correspondence with this government at Guatemala, and also to a
copy of a letter written subsequent to that event, addressed to the United
States consul at this point. These are collectively designated as docu-
ment B.
Not entirely satisfied that Mr. Hise's treaty is the best which human

ingenuity can devise, and convinced that it cannot receive the sanction
of the government at home, I have proceeded* as if it had no existence,
and, shall endeavor to arrange the terms of a new treaty, in conformity
with the settled principles of our foreign policy, and my instructions. A
commissioner, invested with full powers, (Don Hernienegildo-Zepeda, a
mnan of great moderation and high repute,) has been appointed to treat
with. me; but by cornnmon consent, nothing definite will be done until
the conclusion of the contract now pending between the American Canal
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Company and the State of Nicaragua. Sr. Zepeda is one of the canal
commissioners. The conclusion of the contract will be effected in a day
or two more. I have had such provisions inserted as may serve to com-
mrend it to the government of the United States. The contract entered
into with Mr. D. T. Brown, transmitted with my first despatch, has been
declared forfeited by the government of the State, in consequence of the
failure of the company to accept its provisions within the required time.
It had, however, never received the sanction of the Executive of the
State, without which it was of no effect.
The people of this State have formed the highest hopes from the con-

struction of the proposed canal, and front their probable future relation
with the United States. But, as I have said in a previous communication,
these hopes are exceedingly, vague. Such is the state of public fbeling,
that should the government or the General Assembly of the State refuse
or neglect to act promptly ine the matter of the contract arid treaty, they
would be thruist from power with very little ceremony, and perhaps not
in the gentlest manner. But the government seems as favorably disposed
as the people, and 1 hope to be able to despatch the ratifications of both
treaty and contract by the 20th proxiimo.

I need hardly say that the official agents of Great Britain in Central
America, and particularly at this point, are exceedingly jealous of our
operations, and neglect no means to thwart what they conceive to be our
objects. It-is unfortunate that the interests of the United States in these
countries have been so long overlooked. The English have hitherto had
the control of affairs entirely in their own hands, and have done precisely
as they pleased. To 0 p , strange as the assertion
may seem, we may ascribe the dissolution of the republic of Central
America, anrd many of the subsequent distractions of the individual States.
Thlle confederacy opposed a barrier to their encroachments on the Atlantic
coast, and tie confederation fell with its last pillar; Morazan, treach-
erously shot in Costa Rica * now a virtual
province of England. The seizure of the island of Raatan,.and an arro-
gant claim to half the State of Honduras, followed quick upon these
events. The State of San Salvador, more discerning than the other
States, endeavored to check further encroachments, and protested firmly
against these high-handed measures. It was riot long, however, before
she was punished by an invasion from Guatemala, incited by British
agents, and sustained by British gold, furnished under the disguise of a
loan, secured by a hypothecation. of the revenues of the State. San Salva-
dor successfully resisted her assailants, and turned the tables, against therm.
In less than six months, however, an English fleet blockaded her ports,
and all possible 'means have since been resorted to to .subdue her inde-
pendent spirit. But however much she has suffered, she has continued
to sustain her position, repelling insolence by insolence, and yielding
nothing. And at this nioniert the British consul general, having suc-
ceeded in procuring the return of Carrera (a tool of his own making) to Gua-
tenmala, against the wishes of nine-tenths of the inhabitants of the State,
is inciting that chief against San. Salvador. offering a loan of 1 '000,000,
secured (always !) by the hypothecation of the revenues and a mortgage
oil the public domains. So, let the collision result as it may, British in-
terests will be subserved. My arrival here has' been the signal for renewed
insolence towards this State, the government of which is in the weekly
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receipt of communications from the above named official, making all
/ Rinds of demands, and loaded with threats in case they are not complied
'with. * *
He has demanded, amongst other things, the immediate payment of cer-
tain debts of the State due to British subjects, the liquidation of which
has already been provided for, with Mr. Chatfield's approval, by the ap.
propriation of all the revenues of the State. To give efficacy to this de.
mand, a steamer of war and a frigate have been ordered before Realejo,
the principal port of this State on the Pacific, and their arrival is expected
in the course of a few weeks. My information upon the point is positive.

I have received through the hands of the British vice-consul a certified
copy of a communication from the consul general, addressed to this gov-
eminent, in which it is informed that it "must bear in mind that the pay.
ment of the bond debt and of Reids, Irving, & Co.'s must be provided for,
in any arrangement that the government is inclined to make for opening
a canal or constructing a line of communication across the territory of the
State." I have paid no attention to this letter. I have also received
from the same an official communication designed to draw out a reply,
which might place rue in a false position towards some influential mem-
bers of the government. Tnder the circumstances, I thought proper to
dismiss it in a summary manner. The correspondence (although of slight
irnportut-ce) is appended, (C.) Costa Rica, although there has, as yet,
been no public declaration to that effect, and notwithstanding the declar-
ation of her representative in England, has offered to place herself under
British protection, and I have-no doubt the offer has been accepted. Mr.
Castellon writes positively to this effect. If further evidence was needed
upon this point, it is afforded in the recent proposition to this government
made by the British vice-consul, Mr. Manning, offering $100,000 for the
relinquishment of the claims of Nicaragua over the territories on the Pa-
cifie and the St. John's, to which Costa Rica has recently set up preten-
sions. This offer was ostensibly made on the part of Costa Rica;- but
that State has no $100,000 to give, even to preserve her own nationality.

The department will pardon me for dwelling so much upon the designs
'of the English and their movements. It is impossible for any one not on
the spot to discover or appreciate their extent and intricacy. Their con-
isuls at every prominent point keep each other constantly apprized of what
*is going on, and no expense is spared to sustain, and no opportunity neg-
lected to promote,;the interests of Great Britain and her subjects. - There
-is much to admire in the efficiency of the organization which they keep
-up; its perversion is the only subject of complaint. On the other hand,
the persons to whom the interests of the United States have hitherto been
entrusted, with scarce an exception, seem to have regarded their residence
here as a kind of banishment, and so far from availing themselves of the
favorabledisposition towards the United States, have betrayed an indif-
ference to the objects of their missions eminently culpable. In a country
where intercommunication is so difficult as here, and where it requires
from 60 to 90 days to procure replies to letters sent from one extreme to
the other, it is of the first importance that our consuls and commercial
agetts should be men who have some regard for their offices besides the
local imninunides which they confer. They should be taught to regard it
as .an important part of their duties to have free and full communication
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with the principal diplomatic officer of the United States in the country
where they reside, and to keep him apprised of what is transpiring, so as
to enable hirn, if called upon in any matter of public importance, to act
understandingly. In countries where railroads and steamers are com-
mon, where communication is rapid, and where an enterprising press da-
guerreotypes whatever is transpiring, the necessity for such attention on
the part of the officers of the government is riot so great. Without wish-
ing to disparage any one, or intending to reflect on the policy of prece-
ding administrations in neglecting to keep up constant relations with the
States of Central America, I am convinced that if our diplomatic and other
agents in these States had maintained a proper degree of vigilance, and
exercised their influence judiciously, most of the distractions which have
prevailed., and the aggressions which have followed in consequence,
would have been prevented, and that, too, without resort to intrigues of
doubtful propriety, and without any departure from the strict line of dip-
lomatic. duty,

-In Mr. Buchanan's instructions to my predecessor, and which are
sanctioned by my own, Mr. Hise was directed, " by his counsel and
advice, should suitable .occasions offer, to promote the reunion of the
*States of the old confederation." My inclinations, no less than my
instructions, have led me to bestow considerable attention upon this point.
Upon my arrival here I was not long in discovering that between Hon-
duras, San Salvador, and Nicaragua much cordiality prevailed, and that
between Honduras and Nicaragua a secret league, both defensive and
offensive, existed. Between the three, also existed treaties binding them
together iil very intimate relations. This relationship, it may be sus-
pected, has resulted rather from a sense of comnion danger, arid from that
kind of sympathy which injuries from a common source often create, than
from positive good feeling between the States; for it is well known that, on
more than one occasion, at periods not very remote, they have been
arrayed against each other in deadly strife. For a number of years,
however, they have been at peace, and the encroachments and persecu-
.tions to which they have been subjected have had the double effectt of
showing them their weakness and danger, while maintaining an isolated
position, and of destroying that foreign and unfriendly influence which
.had previously been exercised only to foment and sustain discord among
them. As a consequence, their exterior policy.has lately been the same,
-and copies of all correspondence relating to it have been freely exchanged.
This common bonds it would -seem, might be strengthened so as to unite
;them into a permanent confederacy. I have no.doubt it may, as soon, as
ground is broken for the construction of the proposed canai,.and the trade
and industry of the entire country revived, as it certainly would be in
.this contihgeney. At present, however, without revenues which could
be diverted to the support of a general government, and while in a state
,of incertitude as to wvist the future may bring forth, I am sure, notwith-
stannding such union is generally desired and contemplated, that it could
not be effected on a permanent basis. Such, I find, is also the opinion
zof the best-informned and the most patriotic men with whom I have come
Jin contact-men who desire to live only to see this grand result brought
about. Under these circumstances, I have advised-and the attempt
seems lilmly to be successful-that a union, for the purpose of maintaining
and conducting foreign relations under a common name, should at once
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be firmned. I have, therefore, (the State of Nicaragua taking the initia-
tive, addressed a letter to the several States, which. is appended, (E,)
and which will further explain the plan I have suggested. I aml1happy
to say it has beeII favorably received on all hands, and that comrnissiolners,
fully empowvcred, are. daily expected in this city to consult upon the
matter.

With regard to Guatemala and Costa Rica I am unprepared to speak.
They are both at present under Briti-sh influence, and may become, in
fact, what they are now virtually-British provinces. In -the former State,
Carrera has been recalled atndi. intrusted with the control of the arns of the
State; but the country is hostile to him, and I should not be surprised to
hear of his overthrow and death within a verve short period. If there is a
collision with San Salvador, I regard such result as almost certain. The
people of that State, the stronghold of the old spirit of union, have a long
and bloody account to settle with the Indian chieftain.

Ihavinig some tine since ascertained. what could be effected, and deter.
mined upon mynywn course upon the matter ot the proposed treaty with
this republic, I addressed a letter to the consul general of France resident
in Guatemala, a copy of which is enclosed, (F.) It will be seen that it
is written in the past tense, in order that it inay 1)e more likely to secure
prompt attention. My object (which, however, requires no explanation
further than what the letter itself conveys) was, to secure the co operation
of France in time to enable its action to appear nearly simultaneously
with that of the United States. I have nlot yet received an answer, but
shall e expect one by return courier. I have reason to believe that my
suggestions will 1)e complied with to their full extent. The light in
which France looks uron the English operations in Mosquito is shovel
in a letter from the French consul, addressed to the government of
Nicaragua. I have not written to Mr. Poussin, as proposed in my letter
to the French constil, not doubting that the department will communicate
with him if deenied proper.
Upon the 12th of August I addressed a letter, (H,) and have since

forwarded a duplicate, to the commander of the American squadron on
the Pacific. I was induced to take this step, not so much for the specific
reasons set forth in the letter, as with the design of preventing the con-
terriplated further encroachments of Great Britain on the western coast of
Honduras. The simple presence of an Amnerican armed vessel would go
far to disconcert her plans, fv she has hitherto relied much upon the
supposed indifference of nations f a whose
opposition she might not wish to encounter. Honduras, in common
with the other Central American States, it is alleged owes certain
debts to British subjects, contracted wholly or in great part under the
old federation. The amount is sonie $300,000; and * 0 i
this indebtedness is made the pretext for whatever high handed measure
she mav find it convenient to adopt. Our recent acquisitions on the
Pacific, the opening of a route across the isthmus of Panama, and the
proposed canal across Nicaragua, have made her dread American prepon-
derance on the Pacific. In pursuance of her settled policy, she has there-
fore determined to get possession of some commanding point, which shall
enable her to hold a check upon, if not prevent, this asceudency. Now,
upon the whole western coast of North Arterica there is no point sn admni-
rably adapted for these purposes as the bay or gulf of Fonseca or Concha-
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gna. In the " Observations upon the lCivaragua ship-canal route," which
I forward. with this despatch, I have explained the position, oxtenit, &c.,
of this nmagnificent bay; and to this I hog to. call the special attention
of the department. Second onjly to San Francisco in natural advantages,
it must be, if a canal is opened across the continent, vastly more important
in a comniercial point of view. Here all the fleets of the world may
anchor in security, and have at hand all tile means of refitting and
victualling, besides being in an advantageous position in respect to all the
great centr.es of trade of thie western hemiisphere. TI'his grand bay is
comlmnanded by all island, of large extent and great beauty, called the
Tigre, belon-ging to Hoonduras, upon whi-ich is situated tlhe fiee port of
Arnapala, which is every day increasing in importance. r'Phis islantld is,
then, as may be supposed, anll object of' mucli interest to Great Britain,
and she has determined to possess herself of it. For this purpose the
naval force to which I have elsewhere alluded, and Which is daily
expected here, has beeii sent; anld, mea-ntirme, attempts are on foot to
induce Honduras to make a cession of the island in payment of her debts.
riPhis she cannot do without involvim-g herself in hostilities with her more
powerful neighbors, Saii Salvador and Nicaragual: both of which States
not only have points on. the gulf, but are at the mercy of any great power
which rnay hold it. The result is, tlherefore, far from doubtfill. Unless
there is some speedy arid efficient intervention, the island will certainly
be seized by way of indemnnity, and become, upon0 the western coast,
wiat Jamaica and Raatin are upon the eastern. Mly information Upon
these points, iniforturnately, admits of' no doubt. In fitet, iii Costa Rica,
whlerc it is -safe to do so, no disguise is attempted, and the design is openly
avoxied ; even here it is but poorly concealed. Feeling sure that tle
Uiiitecl States cannot look with indifference Upon a proceeding so fl;gr,1nt,
and which is certain to affect hler interests ih a very sei ious anrijoer, I
lhave ventured upon a step which, it is possible, mnay not meet the appro-
bation of the department, but upon which I cannot, fromt the nature of
the case, ask its advice. No sooner did I find myself in possession of
information, of an authentic char.icter, to the elect above indicated, than
I despatched a special courier to the seat of government of the State of
Honduras, with the accoumpanving letter, (I,) addressed to the chief of
the State. I have not yet received an answer, for the way is long and
difficult; but I expect one daily. I thlinlik my suggestions will be
followed; and that, notwithstandiing tle treaty negotiated by Mr. Hise, a
comn-vissioner will be sent fir the purpose specified in my note. It will
be ol)served that I have njot pL)inited out the precise mleans which I con-
ceive proper to effect the objects desired, deemning it rdlOst prudent to
speak in general terms. The most feasible nietflod which occurs to me
is to procure thme cession of time island to the United States, for a term of
years, or perhal-.s its absOluLte purchase by thle United States. Either
mode of keeping it out of Britislh hands would be satisfactory to the other
States, and the latter would relieve the State of Honduras from further.
persecutions. There is, I ani avare, no precedent in thle history of our
foreign relations for a proceeding precisely of this character; and it could
be supported only on the broad grounds of national interest and the
general welfare-pleas practically competent to warrant dme purchase of
Florida and Louisiana, the annexation of Texas, the purchase of Cali-
foruial, and the extension of the protection. of the .United States over the
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isthmus of Panama. In case the commissioner arrives in time, I shall
make some conditional arrangements, probably, for its purchase, referring
the matter for final settlement to Washington; but meantime, if necessary,
planting the Aenerican flag upon the Tigre, and forbidding the touch of
a hostile foot upon its soil. I shall do this, assuring the government of
Honduras that I am wholly uninstructed upon the matter, and that the
whole proceeding may be disclaimed by my government. There are,
however, so mayr conlingencies involved, that it is likely I may have no
occasion to act in the matter.
Appended (K) is a copy of a letter which I have sent to the States of

Nicaragua, Honduras, and San Salvador. The movements here in
respect to a catnal, &c., have already had the effect of bringing forward
adventurers, who promise great things to the unsophisticated people, pro.
videed they shall receive certain exclusive grants and privileges. Anxious
that all legitimate avenues of industry and trade shall be left open to
competition, I have not only refused to lend my countedance to any of
these schemes, but have advised the respective govern-ents against them.
It is probable the department may be annoyed with complaints from dis-
appointed adventurers.

Reserving my observations upon the nature and practicability of the
proposed canal route, and upon collateral subjects, for another communi-
cation,

I have the honor to subscribe myself, &c.,
E. GEO. SQUIER.

B.

LEGATION OF THE UNITED STrATES oF NORTr AMERICA,
Guatemala, January 12, 1849.

SIR, Two letters were placed in my hands on the 10th instant, from
your excellency, one dated the 22d, the other the 24th of December past.
Be pleased, sir, to accept my thanlks for the sentiments of respect,

admiration, and friendship towards the government of the United States
of North America entertained by you, and no doubt by your government,
and which you have so beautifully expressed in those letters. As an
American citizens and aj her diplomatic representative in Central Amer-
ica. I am pleased anid gratified to find that the high character of my gov-
ernment is duly appreciated by the other republics of North America.
The important subjects referred to in your letters have been considered

with attention by the United States, and I have been instructed fully
thereupon. I have the honor to announce officially td you, and through
you to your government, my present residence in this city as charge
d'affaires of the United States. I respectfully request your government
to appoint and despatch to this city a commissioner, invested with full
and ample powers to negotiate and treat upon the very important affairs
referred to in your two letters above nlamed. And I shall be prepared to
receive such commissioner with much pleasure and due respect, and will
enter upon theonegotiation of the highly important interests alluded to
above, and conclude with your government a treaty of amity and com-
merce, in which, also, stipulations and terms of agreement upon other
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subjects of the deepest and hi/g/et interest to the two countries, and to
the world in general, may be inserted and concluded.

I am instructed to make my permanent residence in this city, and if
negotiations are carried on and treaties niade with the other States of
Central America, it must be by, and through, the mnedium of cornmis-
sioners sent by those States, (with full powers and instructions,) to meet
and confer with me in this city. In the present state of the country, and
in rmy present condition as to health, it is not, and, I think, will not be,
convenient-or practicable for me to visit the capitals of.each of the States
of Central America, and I am not instructed to do so by my government.
Yet negotiations call be carried on, and treaties made, with commission-
ers sent by those States to this city.

I learn from vour letter of the 22d December, that your government
has despatched a diplomatic agent to Washington city, our capital, with
full instructions. Such being the case, negotiations with your State may
be carried on at that capital. Yet, for fear of failure in negotiations there,
would'it not be prudent, by means of a commissioner from your govern-
ment, to enter upon negotiations and conclude a treaty at this city ? This
is for the consideration of your government.

In the mean time, I say to you, that the United States hopes and desires
that the State of Nicaragua will stand firmly on her rights, and that she
may not, -for a moment, consent to yield to the diplomatic arts that may
be practised, or tile threats of hostility which 'may be uttered by Great
Britain, a single foot of her rights of territory and dominion in and upon
the Mosquito coast and country, and over the rivers and port .of Sari Juan
de Nicaragua, or to any of her rivers or ports on the coasts either of the
Atlantic or Pacific seas.

I am, with great respect, &c.,
ELIJAH HISE.

His Excellency S. SALINAS,
Secretary ofJ State and M1inister of Freign Ajfairs,

of t/hc State of caragua.

GVATEMALA, February 14, l849.
SIR: I received your letters dated the 22d and 24th of December, 184%,

to which I replied by my note dated the 12th of January, 1S49. In this
answer, after expressing niy thanks for the sentiments of respect and friend-
ship manifested -by your government for the United States, and after an-
nouncing to your excellency formally and officially the fact of my resi-
dence in this city as charge d'affaires of the United States of America to
this country, the suggestion is made as- to the propriety of negotiating a
treaty. between my government and yours by means of a commissioner
despatched to this, where I am instructed to reside.

For fear my letter may not have reached your excellency, I send a copy
thereof enclosed herein.

If your- government wishes to enter into a treaty with the United States
-for the purposes as indicated in my note, it will be necessary that a com-
missioner with full powers should be sent to this city without delay, as my
residence here will be uhort, for I design to start on my return to the



160 Doc. No. 75.
United States in a few months, and what is to be done must be done
quickly, inasnmuch as my limited time xvill not admit of procrastination.

With sentiments of great respect, I am, &c.,
ELIJAH HISE.

His Excellency S. SALINAS, -5-C., C5'C., i05C.

GUATEMIALA, April 22, 1849.
Sin: Your letters of the date of the 7th of April (instant) ancd a copy of

the contract with the New York company upon the subject of an oceanic
communnlication. by rmeans of canals arnd roads through your State, have
this day been delivered to me hy your courier.
The company with whom this contract has been made have no author.

ity to hind or pledge thle government of the United States in any way
*whatever; anrd inasmuch as my government is nopart to sai(l contract,
and inasmuch as no hind of right, privilege, or equivalent is therein
secured to the United States, I say to you, therefore, that the said corn-
zaiiy cannot influence or induce the United States to make such treaty of

alliance and protection as it is contemplated in said contract. I think the
said contract is injudicious and premanature. You should have sent me a
commissioner wvith fill )owers, and without delay: you should treat only
with the authorized diplonmatic representative of the United States, and
iiot with tnere adventurers, of whom 1 knnw nothing, and who h-iave no
authority from my government. I arrm yet in this city, and will remain
here long enough to receive your answer to this letter, if sLuch answer is
,written and seent to tme Without delay. Imnmediate anrd prompt action is
alto-ether important. I airi fnlly instructed and prepared to offer to Nica-
raait a treaty of alliance anid protection, with such provisions as will most
surely proMIto the grandeuir, power, and wevalth, as well as the secUrity
of your country. Suich treaty can be made here immediately, without
delay or loss of time, and I can take Such treaty, when concluded', with
me to the United States, anid procure its immediate ratification beyond a
doubt. It is not at atll necessary or prudent to send a commissioner to
Washington, when a treaty can be forthwith concluded here at muluch less
expense, and in miclI quicker timle.

1 have concluded a treaty with Guatemala; and inasmuch as the other
StatVs of Central Armerica have most tienligently failed to cotuply withi my
requests, and their promises to senm.l commissioners here to this city to
treat with me, it would be useless for mye to remain in this country any
longer, unless I could rely wvithi somne fmitEh and certainty upon the promise
you have givell mle to Send inle a commrnissioner forthwith. I will wait
here until I shall hear again from your excellency. I most earnestly anrd
respecLtfLlly again urge anid solicit your excellency to insist upon your
government to send ine a couiriiissioner without a moment's delay, to con.
clue one of the most important treaties that wvas ever before negotiated,
whent all its efifects are dilly considered. We should conclude this treaty
here in this city; because, 1st. It can be done at less expense to both, gov-
ernments than to transfer the negotiations to Washingtoni; 2d. It can be
done more advisedly, being near the scene of action; 3d. It can be done
much sooner, and tinme is of incalculable importance in this grave'affair;
and, 4th, Such treaty may thus much sooner receive its ratification from
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both governments. Let me again caVjure your excellency's government to
send me a commissionermith full powers without a moment's delay, and
I hope everything which your government may desire in the premises may
be fully realized. With a passpnrt, a commissioner may, without doubt,
safely travel to this city, as travellers are arriving and departing constantly
without molestation. Be pleased, your excellency, to answer me without
delay, and let the man who bears your answer be the commissioner, with
the requisite powers to negotiate a treaty.

With the highest respect, &c..,
ELIJAH HISE.

His Excellency S. SALINAS, S-c., EC., EC.

OFFICE OF THE UNITED STATES LEGATION,
Guatemala, June 20, 1849.

Sin: I received your letter of the 2itlh ultimo, in which you inform me
of the expected arrival of Mr. Squier on a rrnission from the United States
to Nicaragua. I had already made a treaty with Nicaragua, through the
charg,6 d'affaires, Sefior Buena. Selva, when your letter arrived. It is a
most important treaty, and the most advantageous treaty in its terms and
provisions that human ingenuity can devise for the promotion of the
views and interests of the United States and of the State of Nicaragua;
and also for thte promotion of the grand design intended of opening an
oceanic communication, this treaty secures everything on terms the most
favorable If Mr. Squier comes to Leon, inform him of this treaty; let
him desiiiand its production, alid let it be examined by him carefully, and
let hiln insist on its ratification, if approved; at least hear from the United
States on the subject. Nicaragua may suppress and hold back this treaty
in reserve to see if she can procure more favorable terms from Mr. Squier;
but this treaty.will surely be ratified by Nicaragua, rather than give up
the protection of the United States, if it is insisted on.

Respectfully, your servant,
ELIJAH HSIE.

JOSEPH W. LiViNCSTON,
United States Gonsul at Leon.

,C.
LEON DE NICARAGUA, JulCY 9, 1849:

Sin: As the representative of her Britannic Majesty's government in
this State, it befalls my duty to wait upon you with the enclosed copy of
a letter from Mr. Hilano Gaussen, a British subject resident in Grenada,
with reference to a communication made public by General Mufioz, com-'
mander-in-chief of the arms of this State, alluding to British subjects as
the cause of the present revolution of the country. Expressions of such
a criminal nature from a public person representing the Nicaraguan gov-
ernment in those, departments cannot but be injurious to British interests,
and conducive in placing their lives and property in most imminent
jeopardy at so critical a time. I consequently feel persuaded you will
not hesitate, in reply, rto refer] to your secretary,- Marriot, esq., who
possesses the Spanish language corroborating in part or in whole (as the

I11
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case may rest within the scope of his memory) the matter contained in
the second paragraph of said letter, and that you may possibly make
known to the Supreine Director of the State the impropriety of such assets
tions.
Your present position with the government as minister of' the United.

States, and with which her Britannic Majesty's' government is on the
most amicable footing, induces me to conceive that your making knowvn
this grievance to the government would tend very materially to change
the conduct of its public officials until I am able to make known the case
and circumstances to her Britannic Majesty's consul-general at Guate-
mala, assuring you, as I do, in the most positive terms, that there does
not exist the slightest foundation of implication towards British subjects
in such statements, of late too often made use of, directly or otherwise.

I have the honor to be., &c<,
THOMAS MANNING,

Acting British Vice Cons1ul
Hon. E. GEORGE SQUIER,

AMinister Plenipotentiary Bf the united States Governnieet
to Central Amterica, Leon.

GREN.AYA, Juty 2, 1S49.
DEAR SIR: I think it my dnty, as a British subject, to inform you of a

sinmall occurrence of yesterday, I was at Generti Mufioz's place -when
the American minister (Mr. Squier) came ih, with his secretary, to felici.
tate the General's arrival, who, after having thanked him, stated that he
was sorry that Mr. Squier should arrive at a moment that the State -was
rather in disorder; but the presentfaction. was all made up by the English
in this State-men who had views to see the State ruined, and the blood
of its inhabitants -spilled. This was said in a public place, where -there
were at least seventy persons of different classes.

I. think it will be quite necessary to stop these sayings, so often re-
peated, and which will at last cause an- excitement of the inhabitants
against British subjects in this State, which may cause disastrous results.

I remain, &c.,
. GAUSSEN.

THOMAS MANNING, Esq.

UNITED STATES LEGATION', LEON DE NICARAGUA,
July 10, 1849.

SIR: I[have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the
9th instant, covering the copy of another from a- gentleman of Grenada,
relating to -remarks alleged to have been made by General Murioz, chief
of the army of the State, in an interview between that officer and myself
at Grenada, on the 18th ultimo. That interview was entirely unofficial,
and. the conversation upon both sides consisted in an expression of per-
sonal sentiments and opinions. Whether they were well-founded or
properly entertained, I conceive to be, as was -also their expression, en-
tirely.a matter of individual opinion and responsibility. I trust, there-
fore, that I shall not be considered as wanting in respect to you, person-
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1Fly or officially., in saying that this legation must decline making any
further communication on the subject of your note.

I am, &c., E. GEO:. SQU[IE.R.
THOMIAS MANNING, Esq.,

11er Britannic M~ajesty's Vtice CbansuI.

E..
LEGATION OF -rne UNITED STATES,

Leon de Nicaragua, Augaust 1, 1849.
SIR: Understanding that an attempt is about to be made to effect,

through commissioners specially empowered for that purpose, a more
complete and efficient union between the States of Honduras, San Salva-
dor, and Nicaragua, I take the liberty of expressing my sincere hope that
such attempts may prove snceesgful. It is the desire of my government
that some consolidation of these States may be effected, believing, as it
does, that their general interests will thus be promoted, and that they
will be better enabled to resist the encroachnients, and thwart the designs
of foreign and unfriendly powers.
The exterior policy of these three States has always been very nearly

the same; and if somne arrangement, simple and explicit in its details,
could be made, by which the foreign affairs of all might be conducted
jointly, I am convinced that greater benefits would accrue to each than
can be hoped. for under present circumstances. The moral force of such
joist action would be great, and, if sustained by an alliance at all times
defensive, and, under certain circumstances, offensive, would put an ef-
fectual check upon future aggressions upon the rights and territoriCe of
thesq States. A union for such purpose might be effected without a sur-
render of aily of the sovereign rights or powers of interior regulations
pertaining to the respective States, and, without involvingjlthem in new
expenditutre.
Should the State of San Salvador conclude to name a commissioner for

the above purpose, it may facilitate the objects of my mission if he should
be empowered to negotiate with myself a treaty of concord and commerce
betivden San Salvador'and the United States. It is my design to visit
San Salvador for this express purpose, but other duties may delay this
visit ibr a considerable period.

I have the honor to be, &c.,
E.-GEO. SQUIER.

The MvVISTER OR FOREIGN -RELATIONS
Of the Repulic of San Salvador.

F.
UNITED STATES LEGA bION,.

Leon de Nicarag-ua, Augmt 12,1849.
SIR: The perfect understanding and good correspondence which exists

between my government and that of France, induces me to address you
upon a: subject of interest to both countries, and one which is worthy of
immediate attention. You are well aware that many attempts have been
made' in years past, to devise some means for the opening of a ship-
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canal between the Atlantic and Pacific oceans; but for a variety of rea-
soils all have proved unsuccessful. Iln fact, none of these attempts were
made under cirenmstarces 'which justified the remotest hope of success.
A work of such magnitude, in a foreign country little known, and dis.
tractc(I by civil con-inotions, could nnt be seriously undertaken, except
under the most favorable conjunction of circumnstances, and under the most
solemni guarantees Irom one or more of the great maritime powers of the
glohe. Such a conjinmtion of eirenmstances has occurred, and thle
United States of North America, for reasons which you can well under-
stand, has become sufficiently interested in the construction of this work
to extend thle necessary guaralitees to those who shall undertake it. An
American company, having- the full confidence of their government, and
composed of the largest capitalists of the con1tillent, have obtained fronm
the government of Nicaragua a inost favorable, and at the same time a
recilprocally just contract for the construction of this canal. I have also
on behalf of my governlment pledged the faith of the United States for
the protection of this company in 411 its rights, and under the same aui-
thority have recognised the sovereignty of Nicaragua over the line of the
canal, and guaranty the nieutrality of the sanie. This I)rotection and
guarantee is no less against doinestic than foreign disturbance and iniva-
sion. This intervelntion of the United States has been nmade from no
selfish considerations; it has not exacted, therefore, any exclusive privi-
leges; biut has been actuated onlly by a sentiment of the highest plhilan-
thiropy, and a desire to insure the construction of a work which. shall
conftr upern mankind the greatest benefits. Any advantages which. shall
accrue io r.Amcrican citizels over those of other nations, call onlly result
fromn their superior enterprise Silgacity, anid industry.

It is stipulated in the cnntracit and treaty that thle canal, when con-
structed, shall be free to the citizens of all nations, onl thle same terms
with those of the Uidted States, with the sole proviso that such niatiolns
shall first enter into the sale treaty stipulations and guarantees respect-
ing such calal as have been entered into by the United States. What
those stipulations and guarantees are, I have already indicated.

Althuugih matters of this kind are usually kept secret by the contract-
ing parties until they have been fully perfected; still, as -the policy of the
United States is as open and frank as it is honest and sincere, I have nio
hesitation in advising you of what is transpirin'g, in the hope that, if you
should feel yourself authorized to (lo so, you miiay take immediate mnea-
sures to place France upcni ai equal footing with the Unitcd States. I
will not take it upon myself to do rnore than to suggest, if you should not
consider yourself able to act definitively ini the matter, that you will corn-
nmunicate wvith your goveruient, and solicit its early attention to the
subject. I shall address mly friend Mr. Poussin, French. minister in the
Uniited States, to tIme same effect; but it is probable that considerable
time must elapse before I shall be able to communicate with him, in con-
sequence of the difficulty of-forwarding letters and despatches from thlis
point.
There is another reason, which no doubt will occur to you at once,

why it is desirable tthat no delay should arise in perfecting the arrange-
merits which 1 have, perhaps too sarnguinely, indulged the hope might
be made, on the part of the French republic, in regard to the important
matter above referred to. To the pretensions which Great Britain has
set uip on what is denominated the "C Mosquito coast," pursuing the
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grasping policy which led her -to seize upon Gilbraltar, Malta, and the
lonian isles,*ahd which has governed all her operations in the East In-
dies, she has, upon the flimsiest pretexts, possessed herself of the *port
of San Juan, commaiidinlg this isthmus, relying upon the feebleness of
Nicaratua, and tle supRposed indifferlcnce of other nations, for impunity
in the perpetration of thiis grand felony. Thle farce of erecting a mis-
erable tribe of degraded Iiidians and sarrnboes into a nation worthy of the
alliance and special protection of Great Britain, is as clumsy and ridicu-
lous as the encroachments and aggressions which have been made under
its cover are disgraceful. She must be fast relapsing into senility if she
deludes herself with the belief that the inatioifs ofthe globe, interested
in the free transit of this istlhmus, will allow it to be interrupted or ill any
way restricted by the pretensions which she has 'set up.

I believe that Frawi(7o must view the seizure of San Juan in the same
lighlt; and if so, her recognition, in conjunction with. the United States,
of -the sovereignty of Nicaragua over thle route of the proposed canal,
and her guarantees of protection to the same upon the broad principle of
eq(ual rights and perfect reriprocity, must prove ani efficient warning to
Great LBritain to quietly relinquish her ill-gotten possessions. Other nia-
tinns stand ready to follow thle lead of the United States in this matter;
but I regard the intervention of Prance as of first importance. Who
shall dare to dispute the will of the first two republics ofjthe globe,
Whenii it is exercised ini behalf of justice anrl the general good ofnanlkind?

I have, sir, written to you without reserve, knowing that my. confi-
dence will not be misplaced, and that my motives aiid the policy of mlly
.government will be properly appreciated. I need not add that I shall be
glad to receive your views upoll the matters herein referred to, if practi-
eable, by return courier.
Hoping, sir, to have thle pleasure at aln early day of presenting my re-

*pects to you in person, I am, &c.,
E. G. SQUIER.

To thle CONSUL GENERAL
cf the Iopublic of Franee in (Jentral mnberica.

H.

LErON DE3 NICARAGUA, Ait,uSt 13, 1849.
Stin: As the diplomatic represetnitative of the United States in Central

America, I have made a treaty -with the government of Nicaragua of the
highest importance to the American interests, and of great general interest
as relating to the openilig of a ship canal between the Atlantic and Pa-
nific oceans. This route, suffice it to say, is now in American hands,
a-nd, as you have perhaps been already advised., it-is the determination of
tieh present administration tt defend it fromn ail encroachments arid in-
vasions, fnam wvhatever quarter tlie same may proceed. You can well
understand that these. proceedings onl the part of thle United States have
been opposed by the whole weight of English influence, and no expe-
dient will be neglected by the English representatives here to embarrass
'us in our new relations.
You are well aware that, under a variety of pretences, (but'relying for

impunity in their acts upon thle weakness of the Central Armerican States).
they have kept the west coast from Punta Arenas to Istapa in constant
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alarm. The alleged debts due to British subjects, from the old confoder-
dtion 'and from the individual States, have furnished them with an abuw-
dance of pretexts for blockades and consequent exactions) much to the
injury of our trade and commerce, as well as that of other nations ; and,
now smartiing under a consciousiiess that their influence here is nearly at
an end, vexed that the Central American States have exhibited so marked
confidence in the Unitecl States and entered into so close relations -with.
thenii, they are alarmed lest they slhall be compelled to relinquish the
port of San Juan, and their ill-gotten possessions on the Atlantic coast.
The English will seize every opportunity to visit their vengeance upon
the republics and embarrass our relations with therm. I have. means of
knowing that the port of Realejo will, at an early day, be visited withi one
of those blockades which have been of so frequent occurrence on this
coast, anrd which have never been preceded by any declaration of war, or
any other notice whatever. Now as this port is one at which our stean-m
ers on the Pacific propose soon to stop regularly for their supply of pro.-
visions, and as Anmerican vessels often call there in the pursuit of their
legitirnrate trade, we cannot allow it to he obstructed by any petty naval
force which the caprice of the British officials in this quarter may choose
to place before it. The blockading forces before the, port of the LTnin' in
1S47 consisted of a launch with twvelve men, but the contemplated block-
ade here will probably be more imposing.

I have thought proper to inform you of these circumstances, and to
suggest that, if it should not conflict with your instructions, or be in
opposition to your owni good judgment, it would promote the interests of
the United States here, which are now of the highest importance, if one or
more vessels of the Pacific squadron could touchl at Realejo from time to
time, and remain so long as night be deemed proper; The port is health-
ful, and supplies of all kinds cheap and abu.ndaut. The people also are
ready to receive all Americans with open arms and with the greatest hos-
pitality. You will see some evidences of this in the official papers of this
tState, which I enclose herewith.
A British war steamer will be here in the course of a month. Time.

will disclose its objects. hI case it should be necessary to OUT interests, LI
shall not hesitate to call upon your co-operation i maintaining them.

I have advised the government, at home of what is transpriiing here, and,
knowing as!I dolwiat its intentions are, I amt certain that as soon as coni-
munications can reach you, you will be instructed to give special atten-
tion to this portion of the American coast. The delay which must, h'low-
ever, attend the despatch of advices, and the necessity Bor prompt action
has induced me to address you thus fieely, feeling assured that you "Will
take such action as you may deem proper under the circumstances.

I am, &c., E. GEO. SQIUIER.
To the COMMANDER OF THE UNITED STATES SQUADIRON

on the Western coast of America.

J.
LEGATION Or THE UNItED STATES,.

Leon, August 16, 1849.
SIR: Under date of Auguist first I had the honor to -address a letter tio

the Minister of Foreign Relations of Honduras, in which I expressed the
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h1ope that a commissioner might be appointed to settle with me the terms
of a treaty between Honduras and the United States. Since the date of
that letter I have received information which is conclusive that Great
Britain has determined; in pursuance of the policy Which led her to seize
Upon the island of Raatan and the port of San Juan, to take posse§ion-M of
the island of Tigre, in the gulf of Fonseca. The pretext for this ex-traordi-
nary proceeding is the alleged indebtedness of Honduras to England or
British subjects. I have no doubt that your excellency is already well
informed of the fact that a war steamer and- a frigate are now on their
way for the above purpose, as well as for the purpose of overawing the
other States of Central America, and of obstructing the construction of the
proposed cahal between tile Atlantic and Pacific oceans, for which a con-
tract has already been secured from the government of Nicaragua, under
the sanction of the United States.

Although the foreign policy of the United States has uniformly been
that of non-interference itt the affairs of other nations, still she has assert-
ed and is determined to maintain the principle of the exclusion of foreign
influence from the domestic and international concerns of the American
republics. Nor will she consent to the forcible acquisition, by foreign
powers, of any portion of the North American continent, by which her
interests, in common wvith. those of her sister republics, are likely to be
endangered. She cannot, therefore, permit the contemplated encroach-
ments of Great Britain in the territories of Honduras to take place, with-
out making all proper exertions in her power to arrest them.
The danger which I have pointed out is imminent, and threatens the

most disastrous consequences riot only to Honduras, but also to San Sal-
vador and Nicaragua. The question now arises, how can this danger be
arrested and the selfish designs of Great Britain thwarted? The only
means which occur to me is the speedy adjustment of a treaty between
Honduras and. the United States, the provisions of which shall authorize
thle United States in interposing its power against the designs of the En-
glish. But to be effective, and to enable me to interfere before the con-
teinplated seizure shall take place, it is absolutely necessary that this
treaty should be made without delay.
The interests of my government at this point will not permit me to eave

here for some time, otherwise I should at once proceed to Honduras. Un-
der the circumstances, therefore, the only feasible mode of accomplishing
the objects I have indicated, is the immediate appointment of .a commis-
sioner on the part of Honduras who shall have full powers not Only to
negotiate a treaty, but to take all measures, and enter into all such
arrangements as he shall think proper to secure the interests, integrity
and safety of his State.

With, a commissioner thus empowered, should he reach here soon, I
have no doubt measures could be concerted which would effectually
thwart the designs of Great Britain, and putt the relations between Hon-
duras and the United States upon a footing of reciprocal advantage.

I am sure your excellency fully appreciates the exigency which calls
forth this communication, and that you will take such measures as you
think it may require. Should the suggestions which I have-made meet
your approval, I trust there may be no delay in carrying them into effect;
the Loss of a day may destroy the sole remaining hope of frustrating the
plans of the English. You may be assured that I would not address you
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with so much -urgency if my information upon this point was not 'conMlu
sive and authentic. .*

Islhall despatch this letter by special courier, whose return with your
reply I shall await with the utmost impatience.

Meantime, begging your excellency to accept the assurances of my
highest consideration and regard,

I am, sir, &c.,
E. GEO. SQUIER.

To the DIRECTOR OF THE STATE OF HONDURAS,

K.
LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES,

Leon, August 15, 1S49.
SIR: The probable speedy opening of a canal or other communication

across the isthmus of Nicaragua will, withoutdoubt, bring before' thv
government of Nicaragua a swarm of adventurers with applications for
exclusive grants and special privileges for this, that, and the other pur.
poses. It may be laid down as an axiom of sound policy that no exclu-
sive grants should be made for any purpose, except in cases where the
mnagnitude of the thing undertaken, requires some such encouragement,
in order to its execution ; or, when its probable general advantages will
more than comnpensate for the sacrifice of individual rights which are in-
volved in every exclusive grant. Ii case the projected canal is com-
mnenced, enterprising meri and capitalists will not fail to take advantage of
the circumstance to engage in those branches of industi'y which. may be
prosecuted here with profit, and nothing would tetid more to retard
their, enterprise and the prosperity of the country than the, fact. of
their exclusion in any dePartinent of trade or industry. No legitimate
field of enterprise (such is the mental and: physical activity of' the world
at this time) will long be neglected, and the benefits which follow from
free competition must accrue to the public at large.,, If it is the desire of
a go-vernmnont to establish manufactures, let it invite their commencememit
by bounties; and, once established, let them be protected by discrimi-
nating duties. We have,, in the unparalleled success of the United States,
the amplest evidence of the soundness of this policy.

I hqpe, for the common interests of the citizens 'of this, as of my own
country, -that the government of Nicaragua will adopt in this, as in. other
matters, that-liberal policy which is-delanded by the spirit,of the age in
which we live.

I am, sir, &C.,
E. G. SQUIER.

To the DIRECTOR OF THE REPUBLIC OF NICARAGUA.

Mr. Squier to Air. Clayton.
.[Extract.]

[No. 4.] LEGATION OF THJ: UNiTED S;rATES,
Leon de Nic'araq,;,u, Septeizner 10, 1549.

SIR: I have the satisfaction of informing the department that I have
succeeded in accomplishing the objects of my mission to this republic.
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The commissioner of the 4t American Atlantic and Pacific Canal: Compa-
ny' has concluded his. cbfitract, and both treaty and contract are now
awaiting the action of the legislative chambers. which have been called
to meet in. special session at Managua, on the 15th of this month.
A copy of the contract is forwarded herewith, (A,) and precludes. the

necessity of any extended reference here. It is' far the most. favorable in
its termss' for all parties, of the many which have been concluded for the
same object, and carries with it an air of earnestiness not to be found in
any of its predecessors. The simple fact. that the company.proceeds at
once to make outlays. of- money, will be sure to inspire confidence. It
will be observed that the term of the contract 'is ninety-seven years,
(eighty-five years after the completion of the work, for which twelve 'years
are allowed,) with a subsequent interest of twenty years; while the con-
tracts of Palmer, the King of the Belgians, Louis Napbleon,&c., &c., all
fall below fiftyyears. This more than compensatesfor the interest which
is allowed the State -in. the net profits, of the work. It will also be ob-
served that the grant is. not only for' a canal, but for'arail or carriage
road-a provision which will enable the -ompany to 'open a route at once
across this isthmus more rapid', easier, cheaper, safer, 'and more pleasant
than that by -Panama. In distance this -route will save 300 miles
on the Atlantic. and upwards of 80ft on the Pacific, besides' passing
through' one-of the most magnificent and -salubrious regions onl the conti-
nent. It is only necessary to spend a few, thousand. dollars in' clearing
out the obstructions on the San Juan, so as to permit the ascent of a small
steamer to open easy water communication to Grenada, from which place
to Realejo 'there is now a good road for the -most part as level as the streets
of Washington. If steamers should touch at San Juan and Realejo,'or
rather run so as to connect these points, the communication with -Califor-
ilia would be. materially'shortened, and letters, &c., transmitted some
days sooner thani by way of Panama.
'I have had inserted in the contract provisions to the effect-;
Ist. That the: company (officers, &c.) shall always be citizens of the

United States, and that a majority of the stock shall always be owned by
American citizens.:

2d. That the contract shall be held inalienably by the individuals
comprising the company, and that the company shall never' become con-
nected with or dependent upon any other company, whatever its object
o3d. That the citizens and vessels, &c., of all nations shall' be allowed

to pass through' the canal 'on the same terms with' those of the United
States; provided such nations shall first enter into the same treatyvstipu-
lations with Nicaragua for the protection of the canal.

4th. That the stock books of the company'shall always be open, for
inspection, and 'the tariff of rates on" the canal 'shall be-placed' 'at the lowest
point consistent with the interests of the company,'and shall never be
changed except after six months' notice given in the principal ports of'the'
United States. ;
These provisions' include all the- suggestions made by the department,

with a single exception, viz: the specific.' determination of the rates of'
transit. ' This, I found- impracticable, for reasons' which must, I think, be
conclusive.' In' the. first place, ',o work, at all, corresponding either' in
extent or character' with the proposed canal',, exists in the wort4, which
might serve as a basis to proceed upon;' secondly, the cost of the work
r±ust be an important consideration ill fixing such rates; and this, without
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a careful survey, must be a matter upon which no reflecting man would
venture even a conjecture. Besides, wvhetlher the rates should be on foll.
nage or otherwise, is a matter which cannot now be determined. The
commrnissioners of the company and the government were alike ih utter
ignorance of what those rates would or ought to be, and of the basis upon
which they should be calculated. Under these circumstances I thought
it best to leave the matter entirely open. There was another consider.
tion riot without its influence. i!No doubt the company will apply to the
government for some assistance in constructing the work, offering in re.
turn special privileges, extending perhaps to the citizens and commerce
of the Unjited States. At anv rate, such assistance might be extended
only oni condition that such privileges should be granted. In this case
no other nation would have the right to complain that the government
and citizens of the United States enjoyed favors not extended to them,
for the arraugemrrent would have the nature of a private contract, and
would be one in which a quid pro quo was rendered, and concerning
only the company arid the United States. We would thus, in all our
treaties and public acts, stand before the world upon high and impreg.
nable ground, interfering in the matter of the canal only for the general
good, without exacting any special favors, and willing that all nations
shall enjoy equal rights with ourselves, upon incurring equal obligations.
And. yet, by a proceeding perfectly fair and legitimate, we may purchase
exemptions in favor of our commerce that would give our citizens ad-
vantages beyond those which might flow -from their superior enterprise
and industry.

In arranging a treaty with this republic., I have endeavored to follow
the spirit as well as the terms of my instructions, and to put all the special
-provisions upon such grounds that other powers may not complain of
therm without placing themselves in a wrong position. The basis of the
treaty is the old treaty with Central America. The special provisions are
as follows:

1. In article 3, a clause is inserted providing that American citizens
may purchase and hold lands and other real estate. on the same terms
with the native citizens, and that no privileges in manufactures, trade,.or
mining shall be granted to foreigners, which shall not be.common, to
American citizens, &c. This provision was inserted for -the reason
that, during the English troubles, foreigners were. excluded by law
from purchasing or holding lands; an exclusion which is still continued.
Previously to the passage of this law, foreigners were rot allowed to
purchase lands except at triple the price at which they were conveyed to
native citizens.

2. In article 13, the last clause is altered, so that citizens of the
United States shall have the same privileges-in courts of law with the
native citizens, and no more.. The change is unimportant, and is made to
conform to the regulations-of. the courts.

3. Article 25th is-entirely new, and embraces the provisions respecting
the proposed canal. The first section stipulates that no vessel of the
United States shall be subjected to any 'port or other similar charges in the
ports of Nicaragua, which ports shall, to citizens ofthe United-States, be
practically free ports; that the right -of way across the territories of Nicara-
gua by any modes of conveyance at ptesent existing, or which rmay
hereafter be constructed, shall be free to the government and citizens of
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the United. States.; that no d.ities shall be levied on vessels or merchan-
dise passing in transit by such coihmTnications and that all merchandise
introduced for sale or barter, which may within three years be exported,
shall be entitle t to drawback. These provisions respecting our cornmerce,
etc., are more favorable to the United States, I believe, than those of any
existing treaty..
The second section extends the protection of the United States over the

proposed canal, and recognises the right of sovereignty of the republic of
Nicaragua over the line of the same, and guaranties its neutrality so'long
as it remains under the control of citizens of the United States,,aiid so
long as the United States enjoys the privileges conceded to it by the pre-
ceding sections. The third section provides for the contingency of the bx-
isting company failing in executing its contract, and reserves the power,
under certain circumstances, to the President and Secretary of State of the
United States, to transfer its privileges to another company if they think
proper. And section' four provides that none of the privileges conceded
to the United States and its citizens shall accrue to any-other nation, or its
citizens, unless it first enters into the same guarantees.

It may, perhaps, be objected that the recognition of the sovereignty and
property of Nicaragua in and over the line of the proposed canal, and the
guarantees of the neutrality of the same, were unnecessary; but these
provisions practically amount to nothing more than is contained in the
guarantee extended to the canal company; they are in fact 'involved in
them. Th6 government was at first extremely anxious that this 'guarantee,
should be extended over the entire territory of the State;. but to this I re-
plied, that such .a step was in contraventiot, -of the settled policy of the
United States, and unprecedented in the history of her foreign relations;
that the guarantee extended to the canal company was a departure from this
policy, only warranted by the admitted fact, that without such interven-
tion a work of immense importance, not only to our own interests, but to
those of the World, could not be constructed; and that, although we
sympathized deeply with this republic, and were willing to exert ourselves
ill al[ proper ways, and exercise our influence to preserve -her integrity
and promote her interests, yet we could not take a 'step which, if adopted
as a precedent, would be sure to involve 'us in inextricable difficulties;
that the exclusion of foreign influence frpnm the affairs of this continent
could be better effected by the promotion of trade, and commerce, the cul-
tivatiorn of friendly relations, and the growth of confidence between the
several nations grouped. upon it, than by a resort to the system which
had made -Europe the theatre of dark intrigues and bloody revolutions.
Whether convinced -by my arguments, or otherwise, the more discerning
among them came early into my views with a good grace, and thie terms
of the treaty 'were arranged accordingly. The principal source of embar-
rassment was Mr. Hise's "special convention," which had raised extrava-
gant hopes of-a relation between the United States amounting 'to some-
thing closer than exists between the States of our confederacy,. However,
as matters have been finally arranged, ihey are all the better for this repub-
lic, add quite as favorable to the' United States.
The publication of the contract arid the treaty wll, without doubt,

cause. some commotion among the English officials here, and attract the
attention of the home government; but I cannot believe that Britain will
inisLt upon the pretensions of its august ally the "King of Mosquito," or
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suffer herself to be drawn into any controversy about the port and river
of' San Juan. Ithink it most. likely that her agents will endeavor to effect
some arrangements with the canal company, by which passage shall be
granted for the proposed work upon certain conditions, favorable to their
interests. By this means they may flatter themselves they wvill bie sue.
cessfnl in holding their position without involving themselves in a control.
versy or provoking a scrutiny into their title.

Srptemnber 12 -Yesterday arrived Mr. Castellon, late envoy of this
republic in England. I was correct in informing the department that he
had been recalled, but mistaken in conveying the impression that the step
had been taken in consequence of dissatisfaction as to his public course.
His mission it was hardly expected would produce any favorable result.

v, * * *i, * ,u

Mr. Castellon informs me that Mr. Bancroft had received instructions
from the department in the matter of the seizure of San Juan, and that he
had several interviews with Lord Palmerston on the subject. He tells me,
also, that Mr. Bancroft has reposed some confidence in Mr. Molina, the
Costa Rican minister in England. I cannot too strongly warn the depart.
ment and the diplomatic agents of the United States against this artfull
man. * 0 * No reliance can be placed upoll
his statements, so far as they may concern the dispute between Nicaragrtia
and Gre't Britain. The nature of the relations between Costa Rica and
Great Britain may be inferred from the circumstance, that when a rumor
rcachcd LodIon that hostilities vere meditated on the part of Nicaragua
against Costa Rica, Lord Pairnerstonl sent in haste for Castellon, t& tell
him that " Great Britain could not look with indifference upon such a
collision, inasmuch as the republic of Costa Rica was under British pro.
tection. "

Mr. Castellon also informs me that in a lung and tedious interview with
Lord Palimerston (his final one,) thatofficer referred to the intervention of
the United States in the matter of the San Juan as of no kind of importance,
and- warned Nicaragua to indulge no hopes in consequence. " We have
been disposed," he added, " to treat the United States with sonie
degree of consideration; hut in reference to this question, it is a matter of
total indifference to her Majesty's'government what she may say or do."

I repeat these things as I received them, and see no reason to suspect
any exaggeration oil the part of Sehor Castell6n. But however this may
be, I send herewith a document, under Lord Palmerston's own hand,
Which will prove interesting to the department, (B.) -

It is a letter addressed to Senor Castellon, and received at the moment
of his departure from England. It is in reply to several notes addressed
by Mr. C. to the government, and contains the English exhibit of British
pretensions on the Atlantic coast of Nicaragua and Hondurao4. In the
haste of copying it, I have only had time to run rapidly over its colitents,
and it strikes me as the weakest State paper which ever fell under nmy
notice. Bad, indeed, must be the premises, when Lord Palmerston
himself makes out so poor a case. I only hope this document may appear
before the world side by side with the analysis of British pretensions
contained in my instructions.
* Mr. Castellon had alt interview with Louis Napoleon, but found him
wholly uninformed upon the subject of the Nicaragua troubles. He how-
ever explained the case to him at some length, to which Napoleon. replied
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that the continental relations of France would preclude that attention to
the subject which its merits demanded, b.ut that it would constantly be kept
in imind ; that France reposed unbounded confidence in the United
States; and would hold herself prepared to second ally course of actioli
whliclh she night decide upon;' and that the French consul-general in
Central Amperica would be instructed to that effect. L. feel pretty well
assured that any action which the French consul may be induced to take
will be sustained by his superiors, who, it is clear, hlave not yet decided,
nor are likely soon to. decide, upon any line of conduct in the matter.

Mr. Castellon seems to be much dispirited by the result of his mission,
and says that ani arbitration is hopeless.

I regret that I have been able to have but one short interview with him,
and that it is'indispensable that Mr. K. G. White, whomi I have made
special bearer of despatches, should leave at once, in.order to be in time
fbr the steamner at San Juan. I shall take care to acquaint myself with
wvlhat information lhe has in his possession.

I regret also that it is impossible to complete my observations upon the
canal'route, etc., mentioned in despatch No. 3, in season to go by the
bearer of this. Mr. D. L. 'White, the agent of the canal company, will,
however, go to the Unite~d States lay next steamer, and I will forward it
complete by'him. I have only time to copy the paragraphs referred to in
my despatch, but these cannot be well understood without a map. (See
document C.)

Hon. JOHN M. CLAYTON,
Secretary of State of the Un-ited States.

A.

CONTRACT.

The Supreme Director of the. State of Nicaragua and the "American.
Atlantic and Pacific Strip Canal Company," composed of Cornelius Van.
derbilt, Joseph'L. White, Natha;niel E. Wo~lfe, and their associates, beiDng
always citizens of the United States,'desiring to settle, the terms of a con-
tract for facilitating the ti'ansit across the isthmus of Nicaragua, from the.
Atlantic to the Pacific oceans, by means of a ship canal or railroad, have.
appointed as commissioners on ,the part of the Director of the State of
Nicaragua Messrs.' Hermuenegila Zepidli and Gregorio Juares, and on.the
part of the said compa'ry Mr. David L. White, with full powers to ar-
range and conclude a contract for the above-namend purposes; which
commissioners, having exchanged their respective powers, have agreed
upon and concluded the followving articles:
ARTICLE 1. The State of Nicaragua grants to the 'said company the

exclusive right arid'privilege of constructing a ship canal'across its terri-
tory, by a single route and at its own expense, from the port of'St. John's
of Nicaragua, or any other more feasible point on the Atlantic, to the port
of Realejo, Gulf of Amapala, or Fonseca, Tamarinda, St. John's of the.
South, or any other point on the Pacific ocean that the engineers ot the
company 'may 'decide upon, by means of the St. John's river, Lake
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Nicaraggua, river Tipitnpa, lake of Leon, or anyother rivers,lakes, Nvater§,
and lands sittuated with in its territory,with the object of connecting the
two oceans. and to make use of,foir its construction and navigation, said
rivers, lakes, waters, and lands, both public and private. And the
State also grants to the onmnpany the exclusive right to the administration,
management, and control of said canal, according to the following
articles:

AlT. 2; The dimensions of the canal shall be suchas may be neces.
sary for the passage of vessels of all sizes; and the point at which it shall
terminate on the Pacific, in the event that the engineers of the company
shall decideupon two ormore points as equally practicable, shall be that
ole most crinsistentwith the mutual interests both of the State and the
company.

Ator. 3. The company binds itself to construct, at its own. expense, in
the harbors at the extremities of the route of said canal, custom-house
buildings of the necessary capacity for the use of the State and the corn.
paniy.
ART. 4. The exclusive rightsand privileges herein granted to the said

companyby the said State shall be enjoyed by the same for the fixed pe-
riod of eighty five years, counted from the day in which the canal shall
be completed and put in use.

Atvr. 5. The company hereby agrees to pay to the said State for the
said grant the following stums of' money, viz: Ist. Ten thousand dollars,
bv draft on the said company in the city of New York, as soon 'as this
contract shall he ratified by the legislature of the State; 2d. Ten thousand
dollars at the expiration of one year from this (late; and ten thousand, dol-
lars each year thereafter entil the completion of said canal: the above
suims to be paid to the State in the city ofLcon or in the city of New'
York. as the State may elect. Also, the said company makes afree dona-
tion to the said State of two hundred thousand dollars of stock in the
enterprise, which shall be delivered to the State as soon as the certificates
of stock shall be distributed, by the company.

ART. 6. Said State shall receive for its proportion of the income of said
canal, after the same shall be pmt in use, the following interests, viz:. For
the first twenty years, twenty per cent.- annually out of the net profits,
after deducting therefrom the interest of the capital employed in its con
struction, at the rate of seven' per cent. per annum; and twenty-five per
cent. each. year thereafter of said net profits, after deducting the said
seven per cent., until the expiration of the full period of. the term herein
abov6 granted. And the State shall also receive ten per cent. out of'the
net profits, without any deduction of interest, of any, route which the
company may establish between the two oceans, whether it be by'rail-
road, or carriage road, or by any other means of communication, during
the twelve years herein granted for' the construction of said canal.
ART. 7. The said company shall be bound to make and present an an-

nual report and account to the government of Nicaragua, setting forth the
receipts and expenditures, as well as a statement of the condition of the
workss of the canal; which report shall be certified by the proper officers
of the company. The State, however, shall have the right, through 'any
commissioners which it may appoint for that purpose, to inspect and ex-
amine at any time the books of the company, to satisfy itself of the cor-
rectness of said receipts and expenditures.
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*AnTh. 8. It is hereby stipnlatdd that the State of Nicaragua shall ha've

the privilege of taking stock in the said canal to the anmount of five hun-
dred thlousand dollars within one year from the ratification of this con-
tract, which it may distribute, as it may deem proper, among any of its
native citizens, or the citizens of the adjoining States, upon giving notice
to the company of such intention through thle United States consul in the
city of Leon.

ARtT. 9. It is further stipulated that a majority of the stock of.said canal
shall always be owned by citizens of the United States; in evidence of
which, the stock books of said company shall always be open to inspec-
tibiI at the principal office of the company, wherever the same may be
located.

Ainr. 10. The company binds itself to cominence the preliminary sur-
veys fbr said works within the period of twelve months from the date of
the ratification of this contract, and also to complete the said canal within
twelve years from the same date. But if any fortuitous or unforeseen
events beyond the control of the company, as, for example, earthquakes,
epidemics, wars, or any other events of this nature, should appear during
the progress of the work to suspend its execution, tile time thus lost shall
not be reckoned as a part of the stipulated time above given for its tom-
pletion. In case such event should occur, the company shall give inm-
mediate notice to the government of the same, for the purpose of deciding,
in connexion with the company; upon the nature of such event.

AliT. 11. If none of the events which are expressed in the preceding
article should occur, and the work shall not be completed within the
said period of twelve years, then whatever may-have been done by the
company to that time in the prosecution of the work shall be forfeited to,
and become the property of the State, without any indemnity.
ART. 12. The State gives to the said company the* right to take, free

of any charge or indemnity, from any of the public lands or forests within
the State, all the wood, stone, lime, timber, or any other materials which
it may require for the construction and use of said canal and its depeend-
encies. And the said State hereby further gives to the company the
right to take and make use of such portions of the public lands as it may
require for the establishment or erection of houses, stores, docks, wharves,
stations, and all other useful objects connected with the works of said
canal.

ART. 13. In case the company shall require any-materials, such as
wood, lime, stone, &c., which may be found in or upon the lands of
particular individuals, it shall be obligated to pay for the same at such price
as may be agreed upon between the company and such individuals.
But all the lands which may be required for the passage of the canal: in
its entire route shall be at the expense of the State, and the company
shall not be liable to pay any indemnity for the same.

ARzT. 14. All the articles that the company may require both for the
surveys and explorations and for the construction, and use of the lvorks
of the canal, such as machines, instruments, tools, &c., and all other
necessary materials, shall be admitted into the State free of duties of all
kinds, and may be discharged in any of its harbors, or at any other point
within its territory that the company may select-in' this last case, howJ-
ever, giving notice of such intention to the proper government officer.
But the company shall have no right to introduce within the territory of
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the State any goods, merchandise, or ansr other articles of commerce, for
sale or exchange, without paying the duties established by law. And
they arc also prohibited from importing any articles or materials which
may be inonopolizc'd or prohibited by the State for any purpose, except
for the use of the works of the canal.
ART. 15. The State binds itself to facilitate and aid in every possible

wray the engineers, contractors, emplov6s, and laborers wvho may be eni-
ployed in the explorations and surveys of the route, and in the construc.
tioti of the works of the canal; and to this end stipulates, that all citizens
of the country Who' may be so employed by the company shall be free
and exempt firom all civil or military service of the State whatsoever; but
to entitle them, however, to the right of exemption from such military ser-
vice, they shall have been previously in the employ of the corhpany for at
least tLe period of one mnonth. Trhe State also guaranties to all for-
eigners who, may be employed on the works of the canal, the same
rights, liberties, and privileges as are enjoyed by the inhabitants of the
country; and also, that they shall not be molested or disturbed in their
labors while thus employed, by any internal commotions or disorders of
the country; and at the same time, that they shall be free and exempt fromn
all taxes, duties, or direct contributions whatsoever during the time they
may be in the company's employ.
ART. 16. The said co-n)panly agrees to receive from the State, as laborers

urponr the wvorks of the canal, any convicts who may be capable of labor,
upon such terms as may be agreed upon between the comppany and tile
State.
AnT. 17. The said company agrees to transport across the said canal

all passengers, goods, merchandise, and materials of every description
which may be intrusted to it; and also stipulates that the canal shall be
open to the transit of vessels of all nations, subject to fixed and uniform
rates of tolls ihat may be established by the company.
A wt. IS. The company shall establish a tariff of fees or tolls for the trans-

portation. of all passengers, goods, wares, merchandise, anld property of
every description, and for vessels of all kinds passing through or along said
canal, which shall have the force of lawv fronm the moment in which it shall
be communicated to the government of Nicaragua, which shall be obliged
to sanction the same within eight days after its reception; anid at the same
time, vwith a view to induce the largest and most extended business by
this route, the said company agree to fix the said tariff of fees or tolls for
the same at the lowest possible rate consistent with thil mutual interests
both of the State and the company; and in case that the company should
determine at any time to alter such tariff, it shall be incuriibent upon 'it to
give six wontihs' previous notice of such determination in the State paper
of Nicaragua, and. in the principal seaport towns of the United States.

ARTi'. 19. The rate. ot tolls and charges for the transit of the products
and manufactures of the State of Nicaragua, and the adjoining States,
shall be regulated by a particular and more favorable tariff, which shall be
agreed upon between the State and the company.

A}RT. 20. Trpe State grants to all steamers and vessels of the company,
during the continuance of this contract, the right of ingress and egress to,
fromt, and through all. its harbors, rivers, and waters, both on the Pacific
and Atlantic oceans, aiid the interior, and the use of the same free of all
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duties or charges of any k1ind wVhlatsoever, as, for example, anchorage,
*toimrag,ac.

AR'r. 21.. TIhe State hereby stipulates that all vessels and steamers of
tile coinp~any, arn also all goods, merchandise, manuufactured articles, or
any other property wvliich imay be conveyed therein, passing through the
said canial froi one sea to the other iii eithIer direction to any f nreign coun-
try, slhall lbe free afid exemtipt from all kinds of goverLnMnett duties or taxes
whatsoever, and shall also be seculre and protected from all interruption
or detention in their course onl the part of thme State.
ART. 22. The company shall furnish to the State annually a list of all

itglyessels employed ill the navig-ation of the route, colntainilng the names
and description of each of such vessels, which shall be registered in the
archives of the State; and thereupon the State shall give to the company
a separate certificate of the register of each one of said vessels, signed by
the prolper officer of the government, which certificate shall serve always
as a passport for said vessels through aull the harbors of the State, upon
preselntingllte saine to the custom-house or harbor officer.

ARTe. '23. 'lPlhe exclusive right whiclt thle company has acquired by this
contract of navigating the said lakes. rivers, aiid waters of the said State
bv nricats ot' steani-vessels froin onie sea to the other, is understood as not
to exclude thle natiVes of the couLntry frorn free interior 1navigation by
means of sailing or anly other vessels, excepting steami-vessels.

Aivr. 24. The comlpany binds itself' to transport by the said canal, on
board of ally of its Vessels, all tihe principal officers of the government anld
its subaltorins, ill case of goverilnmeilt necessity, fromll one point of the said
route to anmy other one at wvhiich said v-essels mlay stop, without ally charge
to tihe State therefor.

Ani'. 2:. 'I'lie conipany is to convey by any of its steamers or vessels,
free of cost or charge, over the route of the said canal, all thle official cor-
respI~nmemice of the State; ill coiisideration of which, the said State agrees
not to collect 6r recover any postage or cluties of anly kind upon any of the
correspondence of the said company.

Airr. 26. rThe cotripany binds itself to construct at its own expense
bridges upon that part of the canal that nlay be made between tile lakes
anid the Pacific, uponI sLuch principal highways as maybe agreed upon
between the State and the company. T'Phe said State, with the consent
of the company, shall establish rates of toll or charges upon such persons
or tflimigs as inav pass over said bridges, the profits from which shall be
appropriated to redeene tile capital invested in their construction, and the
interest thereon at the rate of seven per cent. per annum; and when such
capital and interest shall have been reimbursed to the company, then the
profits shall be, clivided equally between the State and the company for
the remaining period of this contract; but such bridges shall continue
under the control and niaga-ernemnt of said company.
ART. 27. Thle State of Nicaragua, with thme object of facilitating the

cololization of the lands contiguoLus to the river St. John's and the ad-
jacent rivers, arid of the canal which in or along it may be constructed,
makes a free donation to the company of eight stations or sections of land,
to be located at such points upon either one or both of the banks of the
said river or canal as the company may. elect; each one of which sections
shall be of six Englishl miles in length, fronting upon the river or canal,
anid six miles ill. width, measured from the bank of the canal or rivwr to-

12



178 Doc. No. 75.
mrards the interior. And the State further grants to the cornpany the right
of alienating the lands which compose said sections to settlers, or any
other person or p~ersos Nvho may Wish to locate themselves npon there
sarne. Said sections of land are granted upon the following conditiofts,

Ist. They shall be located by the comnpauy in stich a nianner that they
shall be at least three lEngliyish miles distant from eadh other.

2d. That no one of thenm shall be located within the distance of four
and a half English miles from the moriuth of the St. Johnlms river.

3d. The State reserves to itself the right to stich points as shall be ne-
cessary for its rriilitary fortifications anrd public buildings.

4th. That the landis granted shall not be alienated to settlers itii six
months after the, commencement of the survey of the route of the said
canal.

5th. The State reserves to itself the supreme dominion and sovereignty
over said lands and their inhabitants.

6th. That said lands shall not be alienated by the company to any gov-
ernment whatsoever.

APT. 28. The colonies which the company may establish upon sail
lands shall be colonies of Nicaragua, and thereupon the settlers slhalt be
subject to the laws of the State time same as the natives of' the country,
being, however, exempt for the termn of tenl years from all taxes and direct
contributions, and from all public service, as soon as each colony shall
contain at least fifty settlers.
ART. 29. rThe State further agrees, that in case any event may hereafter

occur, as named in the preceding article IO, to suspend or prevent the
construction of the canal; or if the said contract shall become forfeited or
annulled by either or both of the parties; and also in case the said contract
shall continue in force for the full period of eiglhty-five years, mentioned
in the preceding article 4, the said State shall always acknowledge as pri-
vate property the lands which may have been alienated or ceded by the
company to settlers or other persons, in virtue of the legal title which the
company has acquired by this contract to the said lands.
ART. 30. Thie company shall have the exclusive right to construct rail

or carriage roads and bridges, and to establish steamboats and steamves-
sels on the said rivers and lakes, as necessary accessories to, and in fur-
therance of the execution of the canal; but the company hereby stipulates
and agrees, in case that the construction and completion of the said canal,
or any part of it, becomes impossible by any unforeseen event or insur-
mountable obstacle of nature, to construct a railroad or rail and carriage
road and water communication between the two oceans, provided thle
same may be practicable, within the sane period as is stipulated for the
building of the said canal, and subject to the same terms, conditions, reg-
ulations, and restrictions as far as they can be made atr licmble to the
same.
ART. 31. The State hereby binds itself not to sell or dispose O'.f any of

its public lands located upon or near the river St. John'ls, or upon or near
any of the routes or points designated in article first of this contract, until
after the surveys shall have been made and the route determined of the
said canal.

ART. 32. The State also binds itself to protect and defend the com-
pany in the full enjoyment of the rights and privileges granted in this
.contract, and also binds itself not to contract with, or cede to any govern.
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mont, individual, or companies whatsoever, the right of constructing a
ship canal, railroad, or any other communication: across its territory be-
twveen tlLe two oceans, or the right of nvavigating by means of steam-4es-
sels any of its rivers or lakes which may be occupied by the company
while thlis contract continues in force. But should this contract become
forfeited or annulled, then the State shaltl be privileged and free to contract
wkvitlh any other individuals or companies, as it may deern proper.
Awr. 33. In case any dlispute or controversy shall arise during the ex-

istenlce of this contract between the State and the company, the same
shall hbe deterraiined byr a reference to five corrmnissioners, to be chosen in
the following rnlannoer viz: two to be named on. the part of the State, two
nanecd by time cornpany, amid the fifth to be selected by the four thus ap-
pointed, who shall hear and determ-ine the inatters in controversy and de-
cide upon the samne; which decision of the said commissioners shall be
final anmd without appeal, amid1binding upou both' tie $tate alid thme com-
pany.

Aa11T :34. It is further prnviderl, that in the event of the four commis-
sionlers thus chosen not being able to agree upon the selection of the fifth,
the State anmd the cormipammy shall. then choose. three individuals, out of
which mnuLrber they shall select one to act as suLIch fifth cormlimlissioner;
but should they disagree iln such selection, then the choice shall be made
oout of said number bv lot.
ART. 35. After the period of the eighty-fivc years herein granted to time

company stall have expired, the company shall surrender to the State
thle canal or roads, andid its dependencies, revenues, and privileges, fiee
frorom all indemnity for the capital which may have beell invested in the
said work. But it is, nevertheless, stipulated that the company shall
receive fifteen per cent. annually, out of the net profits of the canal, for
the period of teni years after such surrender, provided the cost of the same
shall be less than twenty millions of dollars; but should tihe cost be
twenty millions 6f dollars, or more, then the company shall receive said
fifteen per cent. for the period of twenty years after such surrender.

Awmr. 36. It is expressly stipulated, on the part of the State of Nicara-
gia, that the vessels, products, manufactures, anti citizens of all nations
shall be permitted to pass, upoin thel proposed canal, through the territory
of the State, subject to no other or higher duties, charges, or taxes than
shall be imposed upou those of the United States; provided,.Always, that
suchl nations shall first enter into such treaty stipulatiomis and guarantees,
respecting said canal, as mlay hereafter be entered into between the. State
of iNicaragua and the United States.

ARur. 37. It is finally stipulated that this contract, and the rights and
privileges which it confers, shall be held unalienable by the individuals
comrosing the company herein named, and their associates; and that it
shall never, in whole or in part, be transferred or assigned to any other
company, nor in any way become dependent upon, or connected with,
.any other company, whatever may be the objects of the same.

ART. 38, The present contract shall be ratified by the legislature of the
State iii the shortest possible period; and on the part of David L. White
shall be ratified immediately after, as agent of the company which he
represents, in virtue of the powers conferred on him i o this effect..



180 Doc. No. 75.
[n testimony ofwhiclh, we, the respective commissioners, have signed

arnd sealed the present contract iii triplicate, in the city of Leon, in the
State of Nicaragua, the twenty seventh day of Aiugiust, ill the year of our
Lord one thousand eight hinidred and forty-nile.

IIR7VMEN'XA ZEPIDA. [rd. a.]
(CRRC(A(C)RI(I) 3LARUl;.S. [L. s i
DAVID L. WH11ITE1. [j.. s.j

B.

FOREJIN OFFICE, July 16, 1849.
Sxin: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter whliich:

you addressed to rne onl the 23: uiltirio, in reply to rny letter of the 27th
of April, relative to the debt (duoe by the State of' Nicaragua to certain
British subjects, holders of' bonds oi that State.

As the question whether the State of Nicaragua has a right to include
anmongst those branches of her revenue which are pledged for the pay-
ment of that debt custom duties to he levied at the pnit of' Greytown, or,
in other words, the question as to the validity of the alleged right. of
Nicaragua to the port (f'Greviowi, forms the essential point ot' your
letter now under consideration, as well as in your preceding letter of
20th of January, arid of the 5th. and 19th of' Mlarch last, I vill address
myself at once to that qeicstinn.

In your letter of the 23l ultiuino, you say that bv tha arguments therein.
employed you have shown: first, th-at the port ot Grevtown is now-(1e
jre the property of the State of Ninarigglua, and has beet) so ever since
Central America declared itselliiidepeident, ot Spain; secondly, that there-
fore the revenue of custoinsI levied at that port is justly to be included il
those revenues of the State of Nicaragua wvhiich are pledged for the re-
demption of the loan which was conLracted for in 1S26, by the republic of
Central America, with the house of Barclay and Company; and thiirdly, that
the B3ritish creditors are bound to assist the government of' Nicaragua in.
establishing its claimr to (Greytowvn; and that if they do not do so, they
must submit to the loss which. may reslet from their own lachis until
the port, which you say is unjustly withheld by Great Britain, shall have
been restored to Nicaragua.
Upon these propositions I amr prepared to join issue with yoiu, and will

proceed to showv that the port of' Greytowvin does not belong and never
has rightfully belonged to the State of Nicaragua. This point once de-
monstrated, the second and third propositions, which. you deduce from
the alleged rights of Nicaragua to Greyto:n, must of course, and neces-
sarily, fail to the ground.
Now, in the first place, I have to remark that since the people of Nica-

ragua have never occupied any part *f the territory of Mosquito, except
Greytown, which they forcibly took possession of only in 1836, the sole
pretence upon which the State of Nicaragua can claim a right to Grey-
town, or to any other part of the Mosquito territory, is the allegation that
the Mosquito territory belonged to Spain, and that Nicaragua has inherited
the rights of Spain over that territory. But assuming for the present, for
the sake of argument, that Spain had rights over the Mosquito territory.
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?hmw can itbe shown that those rights have devolved to Nicaragua? -Has
Spain ever conveyed such rights to Nic.aragua by treaty? Certainly not.
Has Nicaragua obtaiiied theni by Col(JLuOst? Equally not. Trle people
of Nicaralgua revolted, indeed, against the King, of Spain, and established
by iorce of armis, and cdo facto, their practical independence, which,
however, I believe, has not up to this day heeui Fortl-ally and diplonlati.
callyr acknowledged by Spain. But the successful revolt of the people
of Nicaragua cotild give them no right with reference to Spain, except
the right of selfgovernunent. Tlhe very principle upon which their re-
volt was founded, and which the success of that revolt established, goes
-to forbid them fro(n. practisirng towards other nations that kind of oppres-
ssion from which they had freed themselves. rT'he fact of their having
thrown off the yoke of Spain could give them no right to impose their
yoke upon the people of Mosquito. The circumstance that they had
succeeded in asserting, their own freedom fromn foreign rule could give
them iho right to impose their rule upon a people whohlad always been
free; and it is a vell ktiowvnI historical fact that the Mosquito nation had
from tirme immemorial, and UP to the period of the revolt of Nicaragua, been
as free as they had continued to be from thatperiod to the present day. But
seven supposing that this had not been so, and that the Crown of Spain
had possessed rights -of sovereignty over the Mosquito territory: the
people of Nicaragua night just as wvehl claim a derivative right from
-Spai n to -govern and to be masters of Mexico, New Grenada, or any other
of the neighboring States of Coeutral America, as to govern. and possess
T)y stich. derivative rights the AMosquito tcrnitory, which was never pos-
sessed or. occupi-ed hy the people of Nicaragua. 'Thie people of each of
the revolted districts of the Spanish Arimerican provinces established
their own iIndepenidence, and their own right of selftgovernmtnent, within
the territory which they actually occupied, but nothing more. If these
revolted provinces had imagined that they acquired by their revolt all the
rights of Spain, besides deter.ainingamioug each other in what mnanner
,those rights were to be apportioned between thern, they must also by ime-
cessity have considered themselves bound to all the obligations of Spain.
But they neither acknowledge these obligations, nor were called upon by
other countries to adopt therni; otl the contrary, when their political ex-
istence as independent States was acknowledged by foreign countries,
thev contracted severally with those foreign countries such new treaties
.as were applicable to their own respective geographical limits and politi-
cal conditions; and neither they, nor the foreign powers with which they
treated, ever thought of considering then as inheritors of any rights or
obligations arising out of tIhe treaty qngltgemlients of the Spanish Crown
Moreover, it Spain possessed anv rigits over the Mosquito territories, and
'if those rights have descended by inheritance to, any of the Spanish
American republics, it would remain to be proved that such rights have
devovlved u ponl Nicaragua raat]lC' than u ponl Honduras, Costa Rica, or New
(Grenauda; and it is probable that each and all of those three States would
.establish just as good a claim as Nicaragua, and probably a better one, to
the inheritance, if any such rights had existed. But I deny totally and
,entirely that Spain had any right to thle Mosquito territory, and I there-
fore contend that there is no inheritance whatever in this respect which
can become the subject-matter of dispute. On the contrary, the King of
ithe Mosquitos has, from an early period of the history ofAmerica, been an
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independent ruler of na separate territory; and he Tias invariably been a(-
knowledged and upheld as such by the government of Great Britain. I
is quite true thIart, by the conventinn of 1 71tibetween Great Britnin and
Sipainl, (.reat Britain agreed to withdraw British subjects fromn the Mlos-
(pilito coiluitry; but (G'reat Britain did nlit by that treaty either acklnowl-
edge that the Alosqitos vere liot an independent nation , or renounce her
protectorship of' that nation ; on the contrary, the stipulations of the
treaty of 1 786 clearly irnetioII the Moscfnitos as a nation distinct from
the people living wifhin the Spanish doiii inions, nyld that treaty contains
a stipulation whlich wvas an ac.t of protectorship exercised by Great Britwin
in favor of the Mlosquito nation.

Ill order to unld(erstalIlnd fully the treaty of 17SG it is necessary to revert
to t'he treaty of 1783.

It app)ears, fiorn the 6th article of the treaty of 17S33, that, several
English settlements having been forrried adin extended upon tile Spanish
continent, on the pretence of cutting lngwood or dyeing-mmood, and Gmeat
Britain ,and Spain being desirous of preventing, as much as possible, tile
causes of complaint and misunderstanding to which this intermixture of
Spanish and British wood cutters gave rise, it was thought exlpdient that
the Spanish government should assign to British subjects, for the purpose
of Wvood cutting, a separate and suflcieintly-ext.ensive and conveniellt
district oil the ciast of America; and thIat, ini consideration of such assign-
mcnt, British subjects should be restricted from forrnilig settlements ill
any other part of' the Spanish territories in America, whether continental
or insular, and that all British subjects dispersed in those Spanish
possessions should, within eighteen mounth-s after tile exchange of the
ratifications of the treaty, retire within the district specially assigned for
their occupation and use.

It seems, however, that the treaty of 17S3 did not sufficiently accoin-
p]slsh the purpose of preventing collpplaillts and misunderslanldings. It
xwas found by Great Britain, on tile one hanld, that. the district on the
coast of Honduras assigned to British subjects, by the 6th article of thle
treaty of 1783, was too limited ini extent, and the enjoyment of it was too
mucil narrowed by the restrictions contained in that article. It was foillnd
by Spain, on tile other hand, that British subjects still lingered in parts of
the 8panish Anerican territories; and the Spanish government fund,
moreover, that there were many British subjects settled in the Mosquito
territory-a territory to which the treaty of I 7S3 did not apply, as that
treaty mentioned only the Spanish possessions in America, anid said
nothing about Mosquito, alid did not , quire that British subjects should
retire from Mosquito; amId it seeins that the revenues of Spain suffered
from smuggling transactions carried on by British subjects so settled in
the Spanish territory and in Mosquito.

'l'o put an end to these mutual inconveniences it was agreed, by the
convention of I 7S6, that a larger extent of territory should be assigned to
British subjects on the coast of Honduras, according to new boundaries
described in that convention ; and it was also agreed that the enlarged
territory so granted should be occupied by British stibjects with a greater
latitude of enjoyment tthan was allowed by the restrictions of the treaty of
17S3; and in return, in 'order to relieve the Spanish government froin loss
by smuggling, the British government again bound itself to recall Britigh
subjects from the Spanish possesmions in America, and also took the new



Doe. No. 75. 183

engagement of withdrawing British subjects from the mosq'uito territory
es welt as fromn the Spanish possessions; and the British government
further engaged that British subjects so withdrawn, and confined to the
ceded district in Honduras, should, in their communications from thence
with the Spanish territories, conform to *mucl regulations, as to custom
duties, as thie Spanish governmental might think proper to establish among
its own subjects.

TFhe itianner hi which the Mosquito territory is, in the convention of
1786; contradistiniguislsed from the possessions of Spain, which alone had
bcen nientioned in the treaty of 1783, clearly proves that, by the under-
standing of both parties, thie Mosquito territory and the possessions of
Spain were separate and different things.

But ally pretension of Spain to right over the Mosquito territory, of
which she had no possession, could only be fountded upon a general
clairil of sovereigynty over the whole of that central part of the American
continent. But if that claim existed, Spain could not have acknowledged
that she had in that part of Arnerica any frontier except the two oceans,
and yet, by article 14 of the treaty of 1786, the British government
engages not to allow British subjects to furnish arms or warlike stores to
thee inlanlse g-enteri l situated upon the frontiers of the Sapanish posses-
sion.s; and, by the imnmnediately-preceding mention of the Mosquitos, in,
the very saute sentence, it is sufficiently clear that they were intended to
be iictluded amriong the number of Indians situated upon the frontiers of
the Spanish possessions. But if Mosquito had belonged to Spain, the
Spanish possessions in thatquarter would have had no frontier except the
tide line of the ocean, and upon such a frontier no Indians could dwell,
to whlomi arns and warlike stores could be furnished. It is plain, there-
fore, that the treaty of 1786 proves that the Mosquitos were considered by
the contracting parties as a nation separate and independent, and were
not acknowledged by Great Britain as belonging to Spain.
But that treaty also proves that Great Britain still sheltered the Mosquitos

under her protection; for, while the British government engaged for fiscal
reasons to withdraw from Mosquito those British subjects whose presence
therein, being a visible symbol of the protectorship of Great Britain, would
secure the MAosquitos from any act of hostility on the part of the Spaniards,
the British government exacted frorn the government of Spain, as an
equivalent security for Mosquito, an engagement not to retaliate upon the
people of Mosquito oln account of the co-operation and assistance which
the Mosquitos had afforded to the British in the hostilities which had
taken place between Great Britain and Spain before the peace of 1783.
This stipulation was a substantial and effectual act of protectorship on
the part of Great Britain, acquiesced in, and subscribed to, by Spain.

It is demonstrable, therefore, that the convention of 1786 did not in-
validate either the independence of Mosquito or the protectorship of Great
Britain; but, if it had invalidated both, as between -Great Britain and
Spain, what would that have been to Nicaragua? or how could a conveni-
tion which was "rev snetir alios acta" have had any bearing whatever
Upon the rights or pretensions of Nicaragua?

I might well content myself to close here my answer to your iotes; and
having proved a negative, I might abstain from going into a proof of op-
posite affirmative. Having shown that Nicaragua has no claim whatever
to the Mosquito territory, it would seem unnecessary for my argument with
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ynu to show, by any olhor evidence than the docilyncnts whih-h yovu yonr-
self htve quoted, that long before N iCara noUl eame into existence as a
State, (Great Britain exercisedl a prnteetorship over Ole Moscluitn as a
separate nation. Buit, nevertheless, even ot, the risk of ilnakiii this letter
iiee(lessly long, 1 will mention olle or two facts Which clearly diemoniostrate
that it was so.
At what tirtme and in what nirIllyier the rollnexions between G'eat

Britain ann the Mosquito nation first begall, is not wvell known; hut it is
certain, anid on record, that while the D)uke of Alhemoarle was governor
of Jamaica. to which, office lhe *vas appointed in 1657, the Mosquito In-
dians mmade a formal cession of the sovereignty of their country to thle
King of 1England ; and that in consequence of that cession, the chief
of the Mosquitos received his appointmnent as Kin2, by a collirnlissien
given to him by the governor of Jamaica, in the narne and onl the behalf
of the King of E3ngland(.

Sorlnuwhat more than thirtv ears afterwards-namely, onl the 25th of
June, 1720, as appears by the journals of the house of' asseil)ly of Ja-
rnaie.a-a convention about runiawvay slaves was concluded between Sir
Nicholas lawes, governor of Jamaica, and Kiiig Jerenmy of the Mosquitos.
Fronm that time downwvards, during the reigns of George 1,11, and IL!,
the connexion between Great Britain a-n(l the Mosquitos continued uninter-
rupted an-td unimpaired; and at timrles (lulrilg that period, there were
British settlers establi.lied in the Mosquito territory, with a British resi-
dent officer appointed by the governortaind. council of Jamaica, on behalf
of the British Crown, to superintend those settlers; and the council of
Jamaica, itn a report to Governor Dallas on the 16th of July, 1774, ad-
verting to the inland boundary of the AlMos-quito territory, m)relntions it as
running along '' the distant mountains wvhicih hound the Spanish terri-
tolry;" a clear proof that Mosquito was a separate State, and did not belong
to Spain. But the colonial records of the British goverlllent abound
with correspondence about the Mosquito King and nation, proving not
ormly the strong and constant interest taken by thle British government ill
their welfare, but the close and intiLnate coijuiexion -Wlhichl has uninter-
ruptedly subsisted between Great Britain and Mosquito.

if it be established, as it clearly is, that the Mosquito territory is, arid
for centuries has been, a separate State, distinct froin the American pos-
sessions of Spain, there cannot be a nmoinent's doubt that the port of
Greytown, at the nmouth of the river St. John's, lelongs to, and forms
part of, that Mosquito territory. This can be shown hy quotations from
numerous authorities, public arid private, official and literary; anid so fear
from there being any just ground to doubt that the southern extremnity of
the Mosquito territory includes the port of Greytonwn, there are, on the
contrary, good and substantial reasons which can be alleged to shnw that
the rights of Mosquito extend southwvard as far as the Boca del Tora, at
which place thle King of Mosquito has at various times exercised rights
by levying duties.
Such being the state of these matters, it can scarcely be necessary for

me to say that her Majesty's government cannot allow the government
of Nicaragua to mix up its unlnunded pretension to the territory of Mos-
quito with the just claims of the British creditors upon Nicaragua; and
any attempt on the part of the Nicaragian government to do so would
constitute one of those cases of denial of justice, and of notorious injus.
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tice, which you yourself admiit would entitle her MAajesty's government
to exor(cise anI auithoritatite interference inl thle dissensions between thle
Britishd bondlholders allnd thle Nicara(uain government. In saying this,
however, l beg not to be IlisIiiide(r:4tood as admitting that suchd an

ltlOrj~itttivC inlterkfen(e would be proper and legitimate only in such an
extreme ease-a case which- 11iy res4peot for the Nivarngnlan governmet
forbids i1e1 f'rorin Coil ~ideririg to he possible, as between the lBritish bond-
holders and that government. But as in a niatter of this kind it is desira-
ble that no inistaake should he allowed to exist, I beg to say that it is
qIluite certain anid indispensable that, acci rding to international law, tile
goternnmeuit of every country is at flull liberty to take up, according to its
(owV1 dis(Cetioln, ill stcih allntiner and at such time as it inay think fit, any
just claim which any of its subjects niay have against the government of
ally other country.

I have the holnor to be, &c.,
PALM,1ERSTON.

C(.

[Extraet.]

" There is still another route to which public attention has never been
geiierally directed, but which, if teasible, oilers greater advantages than
either of thle others just nanlied, viz: fromn the northern point of Lake
MaInaignia, via tile Esttero Real, to the (Cul f of Fonseca, or Conchagua.
'11he upper pyait of' the lake of' Managua is divided into two large bays by
a vast proniolntorv or penli lsula, at the extreme print of which rises tile
giant volcano of Morniotonibo. Between this volcallo and that of the
Viego, a little to thie northeast of Realejo, rulnnirlg nearly east and west,
is an uninterrupted volcanic chain, presenting inl a silort distance a greater
number of extinct craters, and more evidences of volcanic action, than
ally other equal extent of the continent. Trlis chain is isolated, and at
right-angles to the general course of the great mountaini range. Upon
the south is the inaglificelnt plain of Leon, bounded only by the sea; and
upon the north is also another but narrower plain, bour;ded bya the allrif-
erolls hills of Segovia. This plain extends from the north bay of Lake
Manlgua to thle Gulf of Conchagua. rThis gulf, or bay, is equalled only
by that of San Francisco, andmlay be described as a grand harbor, ill
which all thle vessels of' tile world might ride in entire security. It inuch
resetnibles that of San Francisco in position anlid in form; the entrance from
thle sea is, however, broader; its entire length, within the land is not far from
o01e hundred miles, and its breadth sixty or eighty. The three States of
San Salvador, Hond1lLuras, and Nicaragua have ports -upon it. The princi-
pal port is that of La Union, in Sati Salvador. All thle adjacent coasts
are of unbounded fcrtil.ity, and possess an unlimited supply of timber.
Tlle sides of' the mountains, particularly of the volcano of San Miguel,
are covered with white oak and pine suitable for building or repairing
sIhips. Coal, it is said, occurs in abundance twenty-five or thirty miles
from the port of La Union, the roads to the beds leading through a level
counttry. The bay embraces. several islands of considerable size and
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great be.autty, surrounded hy water of such depth as to enable vessels of
tile Ia'gest size to approacIt close iii-shore. The most important of these,
from the circulisliice of its size and the fact that it eolimiiaids antid is the
key to tii e eiitirc hay, is tile island of 'Igigre, belon gii g to Honduras.
This i.slali wvas the fleadqj narters aind depot iof l)ra1;e during his opera.-
tilOs ill tile 8olith Seas. It is aLW' it fortv miles iii circuuuiference, level
near thie' shore, hut rising regulrlllVy anid gradually to a perfect cone inl thle
centre, thus alloidinjg alimiost evei'j variety of air and climate desirable.
Upoll this islaild is situated the fre(3 port o' Anipala, recently estal)iishied,
where there are a tblv storehouses an4(Iq vellings. The rest of the island
is almost nvIholly uniniabited. I reler tihus p1artiiulai1ly to this islandbe-
cause the Eigliili have long regarded it wvith longing eyes; anid since tIre
project of aitCllllnathross the isthimis of Nicaragua has been seriously en-
tertairied , and is l ilely to be carried iii to effect, hut particularly since tile
large accessions bly thte tUitied States of' territory onl the P'acific, they
have resolved to possess themselves of it. rT'hie alleged debts due by
Ilodtiluras to lniglaiid, or rather Enldish sulljects, are the basis of opera-
tions. 'I'yey lhtave unquestionably offered. to receive this island ill pay-
ment, in while or inl part, of the debt; but in case tile proposition-is iiot
accepted, thiey propose to seize upont it biy way of ili(ielulmity. Enigland
is miever ill wvanIit of pretexts for any act which may promote her interests,
real or f1imi ied. Witness thle seizure of thle island of Rtaatanj, on the At-
lantiC coast of Ilonuluras, amid of' the poi't of San Juzan, on the samle coast
of TNiMa'agtla. 'The colitellzplated acquisition of' the key to the Gulf of
C0onchLlaua is but another step of thle same policy which has for its prit-
cipal and uC/1nmle object thle preveitioll of Amiierican preponderance in
thle Pacific. Otur vessels, muerchiauidise, and citizens passing roulnd Capp
Horn, across the isthims of Panjama, or through the proposed ship canal
in Nic(a;ralga1t, would be completely within the power of (Great Britain,
and might be easily intercel)ted fiom this conmmanding position ill the
GUlf of'CoIncIVgnI1a; besides, tile three States of San Salvador, Honidu-
ras and Nicaragiula, wviteh their great mineral realthi and unilmiiited agricul-
tural pro(UciellUess, AVOUld soon be reduced to the condition of depend-
encies of Greal. Britain, ;Lic ultimately be absorbed l)y her.

c' Into the southern extremity of the Gulf of Coclicagua empties a con-
siderable stream called the Estero Real, up wvhichl the tide flows for rlmany
miles. Its course for a lonig distalnce is near thie base of the volcanic
range wlhich I have mentioned, anid in ascending it the voyager takes a
direct course to time northern and deepest bay of Lake Manjagua. There
is a satid-bar at the entrance, upen whliclh at low tide there are but two or
two and a half fathoms of water. The ti(Ie rises about ten feet, and
with solle artificial improvement, it is said, could be made passable at all
tihues. The bar passed, the Estero deepenis to five or six fathomns, and
pursues a uniform width of fromn three hundred to four hundred yards.
It is one of thle most beautiful natural canals that carl be imiagiried; the
banks lined with mangroves and a denise background of other trees.
Sir Edward Bolether, R. A., wvho was here in 1S38, went thirty nliles up
the Estero in a vessel drawing tell feet of water, and might have pelle-
trated filirter, had it not been for opposing winds."
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[No. 7.] LEGATIorN OF 'V THE U. S. IN CENTRAT. AMERICA,
Leon (le NiMewrarua, October 10, 1849.

Sir: In pursuance of the duties devolved upon me by my instructions,
I liave devoted some attention to the investigation of the practieability of
a ship carnal across tile continent through the territories of this republic
(Nicaragua.) I have now passed over tie entire line of the proposed
caanal, and have no hesitation iii saying, that the project of constructing it
is entirely feasible. I have the honor to siubmit hereevith the general
results of my observations, as also sunh other authentic information as
I hla.Lve been able to collect, bearing upon thle sUbject. I have only to
regret that the pressure of official duties, as also the want of appropriate
instruments, (which I vainly endeavored to procure before leaving Wash-
ington,) hIave prevented ine from giving more attention to a sUlbject so
interesting, and fi'on, presenting niore exact cdata as respects distances,
altitudes, &c. I amn, nevertheless, convinced that the reports of tile en-
gineers who may herealter survey tile route will be more favorable thear
minie. Thle maps herewith submitted may be relied onl as far more exact
than any which have hitherto been made of this remarkable but little
known country.

I am, sir, your obedient servant,
It E. GE'O. SQUIER.

Hon. JOHN M. CLAYTON,
&'eretary of State, '-c.

Observatai ns nn the rote nf the proposed canal across the isthlmns of
Nica-ragqua, .with notices oJ the resources, climate, L5VC., LS-C., of the
country.

GENERAL OBSERVATIONS.

The project of opening some artificial communication between the At-
lantic and Pacific oceans occupied the attention of the Spaniards as soon
as it was satisfactorily ascertained that no natural connexion, existed.
As early as 1527, the three routes which have, by comnriort consent,
corrie to be regarded as the only feasible ones for such communication,
la(d already been indicated. "I'The lake of Nicaragua," says Herrera,
writing ot the events of--this period, " is remarikable for its extent, the
towns and islands in it, for ebbing and flowing, and for that, being three
or four leagues from the South sea, it empties itself into thle North sea.
Those who desired to please the Emperor, seeing him intent upon find.
ing a way to the Spice islandF, said that since there was no strait in those
parts- that is, between the G(ulf of Uraba (i!apagavo) and the drein of
Nicaragua-a passage might he made by any of tour ways which they
proposed; the first along the drein of said lake, (the San Juan,) on
which large boats go up antd down, though there are some dangerous
falls, and then making a canal along these four leagues from the lake to
the South sea; and second, along the river de Lagartos, (Chargres,)
which rises five or six leagues from Paniamna, where the way being all
plain, as we have salid before, a canial might also be cut for the sea. and
the river to meet; the third, by way of Vera Cruz to Tecoantepec, ou
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which, in New Spain, they convey boats from one sert to the other; forth,
the pass friomn Norlibre do D)ios to Pana-nia, where, they asserted. though
there were moflltl ills, it was no difficult n-matter to mnke a way. rThey
added, that froiii tih (he'u/f of Uimb1a, to San Nfigluel, (in the pres-ent State
of San S:.Iltvado(r,) there vere Onily twen ty five leagues; and though it
would he a difli(ullt matter, yet nothingigwns too much, for the King of
Spaiin's power, and(l this would open a much shorter way to the Spice
iSlall(Is through hiis own dominiouns wi thotit ally oppositioIn.''P

Fromui this period to the resent l1time, the subject of the communication
has been a inatter of riiiich speculation ; but, beyond a few partial surveys,
until very lately nothing of n practical character has been attempted.
The recent acquiisitions of the United States on the Pacific, attended by
the discovery there of muichnrinerial wealth, have given this direction to
American enterprise, and it is now probable that the tWo oceans will be con-
nected both by a canal and railroad, and that a complete revolution will,
in a very few years, be efiected in tile commn-erce of tile civilized world.

It has beeti universally conceded that the only conlrnunication between
tile two oceans, which shall really confer any great benefit u1pon corn-
merce, nmuist be by ineans of a canal capable of passing wvith safety and
rapidity the largest ships. An(d it has as generally been conceded, by those
who h.ave investigated the sxl)jeet, that the only route practicable for sncl'
a purpose is that via Lake Nicaragua, and its deprnndatit waiters. It has
gnod harbors ni p91 both coasts, and possess through a country remarkable
for its saltihi-ity, and capable of fthriuisihi ug all thle supplies which would
be reqiniire( by het colontllerce of thoe whrl(d, should ittake this d irectioj.

Btit although it has occupied so large a share of the attention of all
maritiln.- nations, and firn-ished a subject for innumerable essays in al-
ninst every language of E.Erope, it is astonisliiithat so little has actually
been ascertained concerning it. Tlhe data uponlwhlichi most writers have
proceeded have been exceedingly vague, and have, in more than one in-
stance, received an undue coloring from their prejudices. This renders
it niore inhh)ortant that a complete and accurate survey of the proposed
route should speedily be made by competent engineers; not a simple
reconnaissance on a single line, but a thorough examination of every line
which mray be thought feasible. The so-called survey made by Mr.
Baily, under the authority of the old federation of Central America, has
never been published in a complete form, but its various parts, and all its
results, have nevertheless come before time public, in one way or an-
other. Mr. Bailv was not an engineer, anid his survey only established
the impracticability of the line which he examined, viz: from Lake Ni-
caragua to the port of San Juan de Stid. Any route for a ship canal
Nwhich involves the construction of a tuinnel of alny considerable extent,
(as this did) may be rejected without further consideraiiotn

It is, however, tortunate that there are other lines besides that to which
Mr. Baily directed most of his attention, which, although considerably long-
er, not oilly appear to be feasible, but to hold out advantages compenIsatilig,
in a great degree, for their greater length. At-iong these advantages are, bet-
ter ports on the Pacific, aind a better relative position, wvhemi they are at-
tained, as respects the western American possessiotIs, the Pacific islands,
the Indies, and China. Besides these advantages for purposes of miavi-

Hiaory of America, vul. iv, p. 14.
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gation, the winds are more favorable, and the canal wvould term-ninate in
a section the nmost fertile arid poJ)ulous of any on the western coast of/
North America.

rlThese routes will pass the entire length of L-ake Nicaragua, all(d, by
means of the Rio Tipitapa and a short section of canal, ascend. tlhence to
tile lake oft MN'anagua, th1rotigh the a llelMatagua, and tlelice by canllal
to the Pacific by one of three routes: Ist. By thle left shore oi Lake
Managua to the smalL port of Tarnarinda,-; 2d. By the same shore to the
well knowvii port of Healjo; and, :3td. By tile upper shore of Lake Man a-
gnla to the k stero Real, dlebounlijng inlto the tnagnlificenlt bay or gulf of
Ionmseca, or Jonhelmag'ua. It is probable that all these lines frown l.alie
Managua to the sea are feasible, nut a imfiuite survey can only determine
whlicll is best.

TOPOGRAPHICAL F'EATURES.

Before proceeding further it is necessary to refer briefly to the geograph-
ic;l tand topographical feaituires of the State of Nicaragua. h'l'ese are,
somewhat remarkable. If an accurate rnap of Central A.mlerioca existed,
it would exhibit in this State a separation of the great chl-iin of the Cor-
dilleras into two divergent ranges, of less general hieighit than tile great
ridg-e itself, and having occasional partial interruptions. This divergence
tksplace in thle northern departm-lent of Segovia, onoe branch extending
dtie southeast towards the Atlantic. Its outj)osts coeni down to tile very
shore, anid fbral the prominent landmarks ulpon that coast. Tile range
itself intersects the San Juan river about fifty miles above its mothtit.
Upo^n its northern base, and nearly pArallel to it, flows a large and long
st, ain, the R'io Escondido, better known in the miapS as '' lilnefields
river.'" All ti1e strearns opon the other side of the range fall into lakes
Managua and. Nicaragua or into tle Sarn Juarn river. 'Tilis range resumes
its course upon the southern shore of the Sail Juan, but now bears nearly
due soutith, connecting with the l.Pacific range in the elevated regions of
Costa Rica.

Tile l'acific range follows the general direction of the coast, sometimes
rising into lolty volcanic cones, but generally sustainling tl-e chllaracter of'
a high ridge, in places subsiding into low hills and plaills. Tl'his range
preserves a nearly tuilorin distance froni thle sea of from tent to twelnty
miles; consequently there are no considerable streams falling into the
.Pacific for the extent which it continues. It unites, as I heave already
said, waith the eastern range in Costa Rica. Tlhe course of this range
seems to lhave been the line of volcatnic action, and extinct craters anid
beds of lava are to be miet at short intervals throughout its length. The
lofty cones of tiic, Viejo, Santat Clara, Acosusco, Moillotoibo, Moinobatdho,
and Ometepec, not to nientio many others, may be regarded as belong-
ilng to this range, and are prominent landmarks and foriia remriarkable
features in the landscape.
The twvo ranges of the Cordilleras, here referred to, form, with their

slopes, a great interior basini, not far from tree hundred imiiles long by
one hundred and fifty broad, consisting in great part of broad, beautiful,
and fertile plains. Tl'he waters of this wide region fall into the lakes
already named, of which the S411 Juan river is the only outlet. Many of
the streams flowing into these lakes, especially from the north, are of
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considotrahli size, and fuirnish a supply of wNater which could not be
seSihi v atl'erted bIv cirains or artificial purposes.Thw 1k1 2law^na apl)roaches, at the learest point, to within foui' or
five lf1 ¢ tls of tlte Pacific, firon which it is separated on the south by the
rnll~lx 0 hills allealIV (lesCribedcl but between its northern extremity attd
the sea hiere is otily tile broad and magnificent. plain of Leoni, grad1llLUl,1Y
ristig. t;)r a (listaiwe of twvo thousand seven. hiutndred and twelltv-five
yar(ls, to an elevation of fifty-five feet six inches, and then subsiding
gra(dtuilly to the ocean.*

lThrer is every reason to believe that this statement is not far from
correct; anl, if so. it mnuist be obvious that it will he entirely practicable
to carry a canal from the lake, which will form the sunrunit level, to the
Dcelan, esl)ec.ially as the earth at a short depth is sufficiently firnm to suis-
tain itself without the uisutal guards. This is shown from the fact that
the wells on thle p)laini of. Leon, which have ofteft a deplth. of fromn eighty
to one hundred feet, do not require the use of artificial. means to prevent
the earth front falling inwards.

ectionjrom, Pacaiic to La~ke M1,an sgua- 'lhmarinda Uine.-The first
lihne fro the lake of TMlana-ua to thle sea, at the port of the Trlattlarilnda,
is considlerably shorter thanr any other, not exc--edling fifteen miles in
lent .LlBut thle water of the lake, upon its northwestern shore, is
shll41ow. It was sounded by myself and D)r. Livingston, in Jlly, 1S49.
It deepened regularly fiout1 the :shore to thie distance of one nlile and a
qciartci, where it attained five fiatliois ; .after that it deepened rapidly to ten
and fifteen fathoms, which is, as I was inflorined by the boatinern, the
average depth of the central portion of tile lake. The country between
these points, SO far as could be ascertained, (it being covered wvitl- forests,)
offers no insuperable obstacle to a canal. The port itself is small, bult
well protected, with a considerable stream of fresh. water flowing into it.
Vessels of 160 toils have frequently entered to load Brazil wood. There
is no town or village upon. it, and it seems to have escaped general notice.
It is said to have all requisite depth, for large vessels.

Section from P-'aci/c to Lake AkEwzqgua-Rea1jo li-ne.-The second
line is that to the well-known and excellent port of 1Realejo, which is prop-
erly an estero, formed by the junction of the Dofia Paula and Realejo
rivers, atid protected on the side of the sea by the islands of Cardon and
Asserradores, and a bluff of the miairn land. It is safe and commodious,
and. thle water is' good, ranging frorn three and four to eight and nine
fathorns.t The volcano of the Viejo, lifting its cone upwards of 60U feet

Mr. A G., whose personal inveRtigations are extensively quoted by Prince Louis Napoleon
Bonaparte, in his p)amphlet on tile Nicaragua canal route, printed privately in London in 1846-
p. 22.

t Sir Edward Belelber, who surveyed it in ISOS, says: " It has tmc, entrances, both of
which are safe, undler proper precautions, in all weathers. Good atnd safe anchorage extends
for Feveral miles. The rise and fall of the tide is eleven feet, full mnd chatle 3h. Gin.
Dor.ks or slips, therefore, may easily he constructed, and timber is readily to be procured of
anly dimensions; woodl, water, and immediate necessaries are plentiful and cheap. The
village& of Realetjo is ahout nine miles from the sea, and has a population of about one thou-
sand souls."-t Voyage rouni the World, vol. ii, p. 307.)

"I may confidently say," observes Dunlap, '* that Realejo is as good a port as any in the
known world. I have seen Portsmouth, Rio Janeiro, Port Jackson, Talcujano, Ca:l o, and
Gunyaquil, and to all of these 1 consider it decidedly superior. It is a salt water creek, into
which :everal snall streams of wpter emp)ty themselves. The entrance is protected by an
island about two miles long, which leaves at each end a channel where sbips can enter the
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aQboe the sea, to the northeastward of the port, forms an unmistakable
landltnark for the mariner, long before any other part of the coast is visible.
This line, starting front tihe nearest practicable point of' lake Mam agua,
cannot fall short of fhrty fivc or fifty miles in length. It is said that tile
Dofia Paula night be made use of for a considerable distanlce-so far as
the tide flows; but that can only be determined by actual survey. I can
discover no reason whey this route could not be advantageously pursued.
It. has the present advantage of passing through tle mnost populous and
best cUltivated part of the country, and term-ninating at a point already well
known. There is no strearn upon this line which, as has been supposed.
by l.oouis Napoleon, and sonie other writers onl this subjec-t, can be made
available for supplying this section of the proposed canal with water. The
' Rio Tosta'" of* which they speak (by which, from its described position,
it is supposed the Rio 'JTelict is nieunt, for no stream knowvn as the Rio
Tosta exists) was formerly a stream of some size, bnt never furnished a
quantity of water sufficient to supply an ordinary canal. The local
geography of the plain of Leon is little' known to its inhabitants; and, as
the roads are hernmued in by impenltrable forests, it is inmpossible for tile
traveller to inform hirnself of' the minor topographical features of the
country. The Rio Telica empties iinto the estero of Realejo, and it may
possibly be made to answer a useful purpose. I have crossed it at many
points where it has (as it probably has throughout) the character of .a
hug-e natural canal, fromt sixty to ninety feet deep by pferhiaps olle hundred
and fifty or two hundred yards broad at the top, arid lhaviny steep banks,
for the inost part of a friable substratum of rock or compact earth. And
as, at its source, it is not more than tell miles distant fronm lake Managua,
it is not improbable that, by proper cuttings, the waters of thle lake might
be brought into it, and, aeter the necessary level is attained, thle bed of
the stream titight be used from that point to the sea, securing the neces-
sary depth of water by locks or dams. If this suggestion is well founded,
tihe principal part of the estimated excavation of thlis section of thle canal
may be avoided. In any event the cutting would not, with the aids
furnished by this mechanical age, be an object to deter the engineer. We
have exatmlples of much more serious undertakings of this character. In
the canal from Arles to Bonc the tablb-land has been cut through to thte
extent of two thousand two hlutndred. and eighty-nine yards, the extreme
depth being from one hundred and thirty to one hundred and sixty two
feet. The deepest cutting required here; in order to furnish a depth of
tweuity-five feet of w'ater in the calnal, or, in other -words, to that depth
belowv the-evel of the lake, would be eighty-one feet. I need hardly add

harbor, hut extending, opposite the main land, forming the port in such a manner as to protect
it entirely from any1 wind thJat can possibly blow, anit also brealkig the swell which enters
the outer bay of Conchagna from the ocean. l'he north entrance is about a quarter of a mi'e
wide, antd that at the south ot he island rather narrower-both being eiotirely free froin
rocks or hidden dangers, and haviiro in no part less than five fathoms depth ot. water. At
one of these opienings vessels can at all times enter with a hTading wvindi, from whatever
qutiter it may blow. The iuside consists of a noble basin of water, nowhere less than four
fithnlom; deep, vwith a hortorn of mud. where two hundred ships of the line might lie at ail
times in the most perfect security. Merchant vessels generally lie about a mile from the
entrance, in the branch of. the creek which runs up to Realejo, where there are about five
fathoins water over a inud bottom. Oppj)osite this pfort there is a line level each, possessing
deep water close to the edge, which wouldl forin an aimnialle site for a town, and where,
at very little expense, a wharf m'ght be constructed capable of accommodating almost any
number of vessels."-(Ce7iawl America, p. 26.)
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that the., lake of Managua must. supply the water requisite for t!le use of
thle canlal, fi-our its shores to the sea, as there are, nol reservoirs or streams
of magn',1itulde upjonl this linle.

fro'lonou Pacifiw to the J.L'I1aq~ia-lnoife/ Estero Realt-
'IThere is still a mother rout to wh ieh pu hlie atteiition has never hc`en genl-
erally directed, bu hcif'fes.iI, oI' whichI 1 have ito doubt,.olictrs
greater alvaittages thane either of' the others Just narme.d, viz: from the
northern point of L-ake.11iana-tia via thre E~stcro Real to tI e gulf' of Poui-
seca111),o Cowtolmagnia. Th~le upper part of Lake AMamtagta is (fividld injto
two large bays by a vast promontory or poitiinsula, at the, extreme Point
of, whticf 5kttds thle giant volcanio ofi'Monicon h.BtenhIs ocn
attt.1 that of the Viejo, to the northeast of Realejo, running nearly east anid
wrest, is a chain of volcanoes, presenting, 1)robably, inl anshort distance, a
grea tertnuimberof extinct craters and. more evidlences of volcanic action than.i
anyV other eq nal extent of the continent. ~This chain is isolated, alid
nearly at right-angles to the general Course of the great moulttamn ranges.
U~pon tile Sou th is the ri 'tagn ificent plaini of' Leoui , bouituded oilly bay thle
sea; amid upo~n thle north is also another great plain, the '' Llano (/el

Coeo"boundedl by the -anuri1r us hI lIs ot Segovia. TPhis plailn cx-
tend~ls from time nor-thIern bayv of' Lakhe Mxianagu a to tI te gulf of (Jonchagua,
whit ich is equnalledl omii byli thiat of San Fra1C.i.SCO, anld -may be, described

asgrand harbor, itt which all the vessels of the wvorli tdh iei
entirsecui tv.It mnuet resertibles th at of'San Francisco in. Poitoad

forin; thle enittrance from the sea is, however, bnoader. Its etiriie leit gt i
-withitit tite land is not fur, from 100 tiles, and its hreadIth from 30 to 60.
'rie th t-ee States of' Sanl Salvador, Nicar gima, and J1ond itras, nve ports
uipoint it. In respect to trade, thte Prinmcipal V)ort ott thre utnittlaind is ti at of
La Urdion inl Sait Salvadot. All thte atdjac-ettt coasts arc of ut i1)t)uidtd
fo-tility, and possess anl umtlittited sttjpqtly of tittt)er. The sides of tite
Miountaints, particiurlav thle volcanio of Sarn Miguel, are covete-d witli. oak
aui( pine, Fiuitable for 1)Uildimtg attd repairing ships. Coal occurs in
abundunet. 25 oir 30 miiles front thte port of' La. Umiiott, on t11e bldttS of' the
Rio Leinpa, the roads to the b( ds leading through a level country. Thlle
bay embraces several islands of contsiderable size anid.bau surr-ounded
by water of suich1 dep~t as to'ed:citale vessels of tite largest class to ap.
p)roacht else iti-shtore. 'rilte most intportaia of' these, tr-otii thle cireutti-
stance of' its size antd tite fact tltat it comtmtnads amid is the key to tlte
enirby, istesamid of' Tigre, belong-img to Honiduras. rlThis island

was the headqituariers and depot of Drake during his operations ini tire
South sea. It. is about thirity miles in circunfiferece, level near the
shore, but rishict i'egttlalfl and gradually to a. coute in) the Centtre; titu.1s
aflibrdhing almost every variety of' air amid climate desirable. UJpoil uths
islan~ic is situated thme free port of Aniapala, recently established, where
there are a few storelmouses aridr dwellings The rest of' thle island is
almost whtolly uninhabited. I refer thus particularly to this island be-
cause the English have long regarded it with longing eyes; and Since the
project of' a catnal across thle isthmus of Nicaragua has been seriously
entertained, aiid is likely to be carried into execution, but particularly
since the large accessions by the Utuited States of' territory on the Pa-
cific, they have resolved to possess themselves of it Tphe alleged debts
due by Honduras to Eugland, or rather to English subjects, constitute
the basis of operations. Th~1ey have unquestionably offered to re-
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Geive this island ill whole or part payment of their debts; but in case
the propositiOln is not accepted, they have intimidated their purpose to seize
upon the island by way of in(lemnity. England is nevpr in want of pre
texts for anv act which may promote her interests, real or fancied. Wi-
iness thle seizure of the island of Raataii, on the Atlantic coast of Hon-
dluras, anld of' the port of San Juan, on the same coast of Nicaragua!
r'Ille Contemplated acquisition of' the key to the Gulf of Conchagpa is
l)ut another step of the sumc policy, anid has for its principal and ultimate
object the prevention of American prnponderauice in the Pacific. Our
vessels and merchandise and citizens passing round Cape Horn, across
the isthmus of Panama, through the proposed ship canal in Nicaragua,
would be conipletely within the power of Great Britain, anid might easily
b)e intercepted fromhler commanding position, should she obtain posses-
siuon of it. Besides, the three States of San Salvador, Honduras, and
Nicaragua, with. their ,reat mineral wealth anadid unlimited agricultural
produLCtiVeneSS,w,'uld01C soon be reduced to the condition of dependencies
of (:reat Britain, and ultimately be absorbed by her.

Into the southern extremity of the Gulf of Conchagua empties a con-
siderable stream, or estuary, called the Estero Real, up which the tide
flows for manly miles. Its Course, for a considerable distance, is near the
base of the volcanic range which I have mentioned, and in asceniding it the
voyager takes a direct course towards the northern and deepest bay of Lake
Maniagua. rlhlere is a saud- bar at the entrance of the Estero, upon which,
at low tide, there is but two alnd a half or three fathoms of water. The
tide rises about ten feet, and, -with some artificial improvemernts, it is said
the bar could be inside passable at all times. Tl'he bar passed, the Estero
deepens lo six anld ten fathoms, anid preserves a uniform width of from,
three hundred to four hundred yards. It is one of the most beautiful-
natural cinuals that oan be irnagined; the banks are lined with mnangroves,
ancd it has a denise background of other trees. Sir lidwvard lBelcher, who
was here in IS3S, welnt thirty miles up the Estero in a vessel drawing
ten fect of water. Hle says: "'To-day we started withi the Starling and
other boats to explore the Estero Real, which I1 had been given to under-
stand was navigable for sixty miles; in which case, frorn what I saw of
its course in ily visit to the Viejo, it must nearly communicate with the
lule of Mana'oua. After considerable labor we succeeded in carrying the
Starling thirty miles from its mouth, ancd might easily have gone further
had the wind permitted, but the prevailing strong winds rendered the toil
of: towing too heavy. We ascended a small hill about a mile beloml our
extrerne position, from which angles were taken to all the commanding
peaks. From thati survey, added to what I remarked from the summit of
thie Viejo, I ami satisfied that the stream could be followed many miles
further, anid, 1 have not the slightest doubt, is fed very near the lake Man-
agiua. I saw the mnountains beyond tIme lake on its eastern side, and no
lhnd leig/er thaw the intcrvening trees occurred. This, therefore, would
be the almost advantageous line for a canal, which, by entire lake naviga-
tion, might be connected with the interior of the States of.San Salvador,
Honduras, Nicaragua, anid extend to the Atlantic. Thirty navigable'
miles for vessels drawing ten feet we can vouch for, and the natives and
residents assert sixty (at)?) more! " From the course of the Estero, and
the distance it is known to extend, it probably would not require a canal of
more than twenty or twenty-five miles in length, to connect its navigable.

13
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waters with those of Lake Managna, in which case there would be a salving
over the Realejo line, besides having the western terminus of the great
work in the magnificent bay which I have just described, where every
facility is afforded for victuallinlg, repairing, etc., and where a local trade
of vast imiportance in sugar, cotton, indigo, cacao, and coffee, would soon
spring up.

It may therefore be safely asserted that a passage from the lake of
Managua to the sea is entirely feasible, and it only remains to determine
which of the routes here indicated offers the greatest advantages.

Lakce of Man'/gua.-The lake of Managua is a fine body of water, and
of much larger size than has heretofore been represented. It is certainly
not far from fifty or sixty miles in length, by thirty or thirty-five in greatest
breadth, and ranges from nine to ten and fifteen, and even thirty fithomns
in depth. The scenery which borders it is unsurpassed in beauty and
grandeur. Upon the northern and eastern shore, lifting their blue, rug-
ged peaks one above the other, are the mountains of,Matagalpa, merg-
ing into those of Segovia, which are rich in metallic veins; and upon the
south are broad and fertile slopes and level plains, covered with luxuriant
verdure and of almost unlimited productiveness. The volcano of Momo-
tombo, like a giant warder, stands out boldly into the lake; its bare and
blackened summit, which no man has ever reached, covered with a light
wreath of smoke, attesting the continued existence of those internal fires
which have seamned its steep sides with burning. floods, and which still
send forth hot and sulphurous springs at its base. Near it is the torn and
distorted Arota, with its yawning craters, and the high and verdure covered
peak of Acosusco. In the lake itself rises the regular cone of Momotom-
bita, so regular that it seems a work of art covered with a dense forest,
under the shadows and in the deep recesses of which, frayed by the
storms of ages, stand the rude and frowning statues of the gods of aborigi-
nal superstition, raised long before European feet touched the soil of
America, and to which the minds of' the christianized Indians still revert
with a mysterious reverence, impossible to conceal. The town or city of
Santiago de Managua, which gives its name to the lake, and which is the
place of the meeting of' the legislative chambers of the State, is situated
upon the southwestern shore. Sonie considerable streams flow into the
lake from the direction of Segovia, and the level of water undergoes very
slight change with the different seasons.
With the aid of steamers and with proper deepening near:the shores,

there would probably exist-no difficulty in making the passage of this lake
with the largest vessels. Its sole outlet is the river rfipitapa, or Panaloya,
which connects it with the lake of' Nicaragua. The distance between
the two lakes is about IS miles, and the difference of level is stated to be
28 feet. The whole of this fall is comprised within the first four miles
from Lake Managua. The river below assumes the character of an estu-
ary of Lake Nicaragua, with a wide channel and from six to fifteen feet
of water. The estate of Pasquiel, at the head of this estuary, is the limit
of navigation. Above for a mile and a half, to. " Paso Chico," the bed
of the river is full of large and isolated rocks, resting upon a bed of rock
which seems to be calcareous breccia, but, singularly enough, intermixed
with fragments of lava, as -well as various gianitic stones, jasper, and other
materials. Beyond "Paso Chico" the bed, or rather the former-bed of
.the river, (for there is now no water here except what flows from springs,
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vr is deposited in large pools on the depressions of the rock by the rains,)
is the same solid breccia, NvoTi into basins and fantastic " pot-holes" l)y
the Weater. Within one mile of the lake of Managua is the falls of Tipi-
tapa, opposite the little village of 'that name. It is a ledge of the same
rock above described, and is from twelve to fifteen feet in height. The
former bed of the stream is here not less than 400 feet in width. At this
point is a bridge, and, as far as I know, the only one in actual use in
Nicaragua. Just below it is a copious boiling spring, from which flows
a considerable'stream, so hot as to scald the hand at the distance of sixty
paces from its source. It has formed a thick deposite upon the rocks and
stories, the apparent constituents of which are carbonate of lime, sulphur,
and sulphate of copper. There are numerous other hot springs in the
ancient bed of the stream, as also along the shores of the lake ; they are
readily observed in the cool of the morning, from the condensation of the
steam as it rises from them, From the falls to the lake the ancient bed is
wide but shallow, anid is now covered with grass a-nd bushes, resembling
a neglected pasture. At the time of my visit (September, 184%9) at the
height of the so-called rainy season, no water flowed through it, and, so
far as I could learn, none had flowed there. for years. I can, however,
readily believe that in art extremely wet season a small quantity may find
its way though this channel, and over the falls. It is, nevertheless, very
evident that no considerable body of water ever passed here. There is an
arm of the lake which projects dowii the old bed for three or four hundred
yards, but the water .is onlv twe or three feet deep, with an equal depth
of soft gray mud, the dweelling-place 6f numerous alligators, with reedy
shores thronged with every variety of wvater-birds. The water of Lake
Managua, near the so called outlet, is not deep, and the channel, in order
to admit of the passage of large vessels, would probably require to be well
dredged, if not protected by parallel piers. At the distance of about three-
fourths of.a mile from the shore I found, by actual measurement, that the
water did not exceed two fathoms in depth. No great obstruction to
building the proposed canal exists in the section between the two lakes.
The rock is so soft and friable that a channel can easily be opened from
Lake Managua to the falls. Beyond this the banks 'are high for four
miles, forming a natural canal, which only needs to be properly dammed
at its lower extremity to furnish a body of water' adequate to every pur-
pose of navigation. Locks would then be required to reach the estuary
from lake of Nicaragua at Pasquiel. From this point to the lake I con-
ceive may prove the most difficult part of this sections although apparently
the easiest. Where the bottom is earth or mud, the desirable depth of
water may be secured by dredging; but where it is rock, as it certainly
is near its upper extremity, some difficult excavation will be required.
The banks downward are so low as to prohibit assistance from dams, ex-
cept by diking the shores.
The Tipitapa is bordered by low and'slightly undulating, but very rich

and beautiful lands, interspersed with glades, and chiefly occupied for
cattle estates. Abundance of Brazil wood grows here, and ldrge quanti-
ties are annually shipped in burigos from Pasquiel for the 'port of San:
Juan, passing thence to all parts of the world, but chiefly to the United
States.
Lake Managua may thus be said virtually to have no outlet. The

streams which come in from the Pacific side are insignificant; and though,
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as nilrcady stated, the Rio Grande and other streams of considerable sfzw
flow iTito it from tile direction of Segovia, yet they vary much with the
season of thle yearr and seldom furnish a greater quantity of water than is
requisite to sulpply the evaporation from so large a surface ill a tropical
clin-mate. The lalke somletinies rises a few feet ftoim the influx of water,
lnut according to the eoiceu rret testirrinnl of the inhabitants on its shores,
its average level is considerably less thain it was soilie fifteen or twe-lty
years ago, 1)elore thc. terrible ertuptioll of Coxtsegnlnia, already referred to.
Nevertheless, a reservoir like tliat of M1anagua, with 1 ,200 square miles of
surface, -would he ade(lilmte to siluply all thle water required for a ship
canal at this point, without any sensible dimi1inution of its volhuile. p}Te
winds on1 the lahe blow freshly from the NE.J during the afterinooll anldI
evening, and subside t(auartisnllorning,causfug an ebb) and flow ill its
results corresponding with. that produced by the tides of tile ocean ; hence:
the vulgar error of a sul)terraI eai -conlomunication with tile seea. TLIe
same is true of Lake Nicaragua.

Lalce Nictarvzrga-Lake*Nieaaragia is unquestionably, in all respects,
one of the finest bodies of water onl the continent, an(d needs only to be
made easv of access to become as fanious a resort of the lovers of the grand
and beautiful ill nature as any now kInowii in the Old or Newv World.
In comlimon with lake Managua, its size has been rather under thain over-
estilllated. Mr. Bailey calculated its greatest lenthl at 100 miles, and its
greatest width at 40 or 45 muiles. It is probably nearer 120 miles in length,
1wv 50 or 60 in breadth. UIpon its southern shore, near tile lhead of tile
lake, is the ancient city of Grellada, the Illost illportant commercial point
in the republic. It hlas a considerable trade, which is carried oln throughl
thee port of San Juan onl tile Atlantic by means of small boats of peculiar
construction, al-d capable of carryingr from four to ten tons, called bultl OS.
Tllese makae the trip to San Juan and back ill about three weeks time. A
few miles belowv Grenada,.and projecting boldly into the lake, is the ex-
tinct volcano of Moniobacho, not far from 5,000 feet ill- height. At its
base ill the lake is a groupOf illnluterable small islands of volcanic oriin],
rising in the form of cones from 20 to 100 feet, alld covered with verdure.
Some of thei, jipon which the soil has accumulated, are inhabited by
Indians, and tlleir thatched cottages shadowed over by tall palms, and
withl a dense background of broad-leaved plalltains, form the most pictur-
esque objects which call be conceived. Upon the samie shore with Cvrerl-
ada, but' 40 miles distant, is tile city of Nicaragua or Rivas, the capital of
a very large, fertile, and comparatively well-cultivated district, but re-
cently the scenccof butcheries too horrible to relate. The -relllailling.sec-
tion -of the southern shore of the lake has scarcely any inhabitants, except
a few wild Indians: called "Bravos," who alternate between the mount-
ainous district towards Costa Rica and the shore. The northern 'shore,
called Choutales, is undulating, and itell adapted to grazing. There are
a great number of cattle estates, some embracing many thousand hlead of
cattle arid mules. There are a number of considerable islands in the lake,
the largest of which. is Madeira or (Ometepec, which is alirost wholly in-
habited by Indians. It aboulnds in numerous traces of aboriginal occu-
pation and art, and is distinguished by two immense cones visible from
evcry point ofthe lake and from the Pacific. These are called respect-
ivelv Omnetepec and Madeira. The cone of Ometepec is the most .regular
in outline of any which I have seen, and is, I think,,the highest in the
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,country. its summit is generally enveloped in clouds.. The water of the
bake, in most, places, shoals gra(luially, but at somie points vessels of the
largest class may appinrach close to the shore. Tile depth, except in the
immediate vicility of its outlet, is for all purposes of navigation ample,
ranging- front S to 20, and even 4.5 fathonms. The prevailing winds are
froml, thre NE., (the direction of the sumrrner trades onf the coast,) and
whrlern the breeze is considerable, the waves of the lake roll with all the
regtularity and with muieh of the majesty of those of the sea. At such
times, tire surf upon the shore at Grenada is nearly as high as that upon
the beach at Newport and Cape May.

River of Sawn Juan.-The river of San Juan, concerning which so
much has been written, is certainly a magnificent streak, but its capa-
bilities have been greatly exaggerated. It is tile only ontlet, as is well
known, of the two large lakes just described. It flows from the south-
easterni extremity of Lake Nicaragua, nearly due east, to the Atlantic. Its
length has been variously estimated from 79 to 101 iniles. The first esti-
mate is obviously too little. Mr. Bailey calculated it at 90 miles, and he
is probably not far from correct.

Thie body of water wvhich flows through this stream is at all times con-
siclerable, but it varies greatly ill amount at different seasons of the year.
It is greatest during what is termed the " rainy season*' in the interior,
that is to say, from Mlay to October, at wvliicli period the volumle of water
is nearly doubled. To this circumstance in a great degree may be as-
cribed the wide difference in the statements of the depths and capacity of
tile river made by different individuals.

Several considerable streams enter the San Juan, the principal nf which
are the San Carlos and the Serapique, both rising towvards the south ill
the higihflands of Costa Rica. The streams flo'winog in from the north are
conmiparatively small, indicating that the mountains are not far distant in
this direction., aild that upon this side the valley is comparatively narrow.
The Serapique is ascended by boats to a point where the Costa Rica road
(trail) commences. This is the route by which Costa Rica keeps up corn-
munication with the San Juan, and to the point here named she is now
crdeavoring to construct a road for mules starting from San Jos6, hei' cap-
it-l. Thie baniks of the San Juall, from the fort of San Carlos, at the out-
let of the lake, to the Rapides (let Toro, a distance of twenty miles, are
generally 4ow, arid covered with palms, canes, and a species of high,
coarse grass called gainalvote. The river here sometimes overflows its
shores, which for a considerable distance back seem to be flat and
swampy. -rrom the port of San Juan upwards to the point of the diverg-
ence of the Colorado, a distance of eighteen miles, the banks of the river
present a corresponding appearance. Il fAct, the entire country from this
point to the sea is flat, as is shown by the divergence of the Colorado, the
Juanillo, and Tauro, and by the occurrence of numerous lagwna8. It is
nevertheless fertile, and capable of producing in the utmost luxuriance
rice, sugar, and those other articles which require moist and fertile soils.
From tile Colorado to the Rapides del Toro, a-distance of more than fifty
miles, the. banks of the river vary from six to twenty feet in height and
are densely wooded, the forests coming down to the water's edge, fbrm-
ing all almost impenetrable wall of verdure. The passenger in the boats
is so completely shut in by vegetation, that it is impossible to discover
uwhat is the character of the back country. At intervals hills and high
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grounds are to be discerned, and sometimes these come down to the edge
of the river. At the mouth of the Sani Carlos there are hills 2,00)0 feet
high, and the river is much contracted. Tlre entrance of the passage
between them, fromn the west, somelwhlat resembles the opening of the
highlands of the Hudson from the north.

nub banks of the river are in somnie places rocky; elsevwhere they.are
far from being as crunibling as those of the Ohio and Mississippi and
other rivers of tile western States of the Union. This is, perhaps, due,
in some extent, to the roots of trees anl3d plants which penetrate and bilnd
the earth in all directions. The bed of the liver may be regarded as es-
sentially perinancrit; it nevertheless abounds in islands, of which there
are hundreds. Some of these are low and covered with gamaloie, or with
canes; but most are as high as the banks of the river, and wooded ill like
man ner.

TI'he width of the river varies from one hundred to four hundred yards,
and its depth frorin two to twenty feet. I should estimate tire average
volume of water at about that of the Hudson below its confluence with
the Mohawk. The bottom seems generally to be gravel. There are
four considerable rapids, where the bed is rocky and the water shallow
these will be noticed hereafter in detail. The current, from the mouth of
the river to the Del Tloro, is very rapid. With the water at a inedium
stage, in a light burrgo, and wirh a stout crew of ten men, I was six days,
in passing from Sanl Juan to San Carlos. The men labored hard at the
oars arid setting-poles from long before daylight until after dark each day..
We passed other bilngos which had left three days before us, and our trip
was regarded as one of extraordinary rapidity. Fromn these facts, some
idea may be formed of the strength of the currents lBulow calculates the
fall of the strean- at twenty inches per mile, except at the various rapids,
where it is more.*

Trle banks of the river are totally uninhabited, nor is it known that any
one has penetrated the country iii either direction. A small garrison is
stationed at Caslillo iego, about twenty-five miles below the lake, at the
Rapides[Del Castillo. There is no doubt that the entire region is enli-
nently fertile, and capable of producing all tile fruits and staples of the
tropics in the greatest abundance.
The acconipanyirig map (No. 2, of the San Juaan) is corrected from that

constructed by Baron Builow in 1S47 upon the basis of a MSKI. map made
by Messrs. Rouichaud and Duimaitray. Birlow descended the river in
July, when the water was at its highest stage; his bunigo was fifty feet
long by nine broad,'and had a freight of five tons arid thirteen persons,
the boat drawing about four feet of water. His notes, as far as they were
confirmed by my own observations, are embodied in the subjoined expla-
nations of the map.
The fort of San Carlos, at the head of the river, is a collection of some

fifteen or twenty carie-built houses, occupied by perhaps one hundred
people. The defences were formerly considerable, but have of late years
been allowed to fall into decay. The position is a strong one, and tire old.
works might soon be put in a condition to control the entrance of the
lake. A small body of troops is maintained hereaud here also,.sinice the

@ Mr. Bailey estimated the elevation of Lake Nicaragua above the Pacific ocean at 128 feet;above the Atlantic at 140 feet .
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seizure or San Juan by the English, are the officers of the customs for
this department.

Thle water of the lake opposite the fort and fronting the opening of the
San Juan is verve shallow, not exceeding six or seven feet in depth for the
distance of a mile and upwards from the shore. Near this point the
Rio Frio (Cold river) comes in front the south. It is a large stream, and
is represented to have two fathoms water for a distance of forty miles front
its mouth. A tribe of Indians called the Guatosos live upon its banks
who refuse all intercourse with the whites, and permit no ingress to their
territories. Some explorations were undertaken up this river by Don
Trinidad Salegar, comaniclante of San Carlos, in the early part of the
year 1849, but he was attacked by these Indians, severely wounded, and
compelled to return.

T1he opening of the San Juan is probably three hundred yards and up.
wards broad, which width the stream maintains with great uniformity to
the Rio Savalns, a distance of twenty miles; for this extent the current is
slight-according to Baron Bulow, not exceeding one and a hayf mile the
hour. The channel is wide, arid the depth of the water from two to four
fathoms. The banks are low, and the back country flat and swampy.
Some sluggish streams come in from both north and south, but they are
almost hidden by the overhanging trees.

At the Rio Savalos commences the lRapides del Toro, which are about
three-fourths of a mile long. The water, of course, varies in] depth with
the different seasons of the year. At the time of my passage, it was,
certainly for most of its extent, less than a fathom of water. The banks
uponi both sides are firm and high, and the palm gives place to other and
larger trees. Bulow gives the current at one hundred and eighty to two
hundred yards per minute, but I esteem it something more. From this
point to the Rapides del C~astillo is six miles. The intervening banks are
high, and the land well adapted for settlements. At the rapids considera-
ble ridges come down to the river upon both sides. Upon. the extreme
point of that. upon. the south bank is situated, the ruins of the old castle of
San Juan, now called " Castillo Viqjo." The eminence upon which it
stands resembles that of Chepultepec, and the ruins are still massive and
imposing. At the base of the hill are the remains of the water batteries;
the works completely commanded the river. This position was captured
by the English in 1780; Lieutenant (afterwards Lord) Nelson participated
in the attack. The rapids here are short, but swift-better deserving the
name of falls than rapids.. Bungos cannot ascend loaded; when' they have
cargoes, part of the same has to be removed and carried past the falls. The
boats are then tracked, or pushed up against the current, by main force.
My burigo was upwards of three hours in getting as many hundred yards.
This rapid, without artificial modifications, would present nearly anjinsl-
perable obstacle to all kinds of navigation deserving the name.. It might
be made practicable, with little trouble, for small steamers of light draught,
such as are used upon some of the small western rivers. Three or four
miles below the Rapides del Castillo are the Rapides los Valos and Mica,
which may, however, be regarded as one. The current here is two huh-
dred or three hundred yards per mninute; the bottom rough and rocky, and
navigation in bungos difficult. The water does not appear to be more
than five or six feet.deep for any considerable distance; the banks corre-
spond with those above the castle.
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To the Rapides of the Aaclruca, (the present limits of the English

claill,) the last, largest, and worst, the river is deep and free from ob.
structions. "' These rapids," says Butilow, who is (disposed to represent
the capabilities of the river in the nlost favorable light, " are worst of all;
the water is more broken fromn running over a rockv bed ; stones and rocks
project, above the surface for a distance of six hundred yards; and great
attention is necessary inI passing the channel." It miay , nevertheless, he
passed by small steamers. From this point to the San Carlos the river is
very fine, the banks high and studded with beautiful trees. The current
is regular, bitt tlhe depth of water variable. Billow states the depth at
from two to six fathoms. The San Carlos is a large stream, and rrnay he
ascended by bungos to the (listailie of fifteen or twenty miles.
From the river San Carlos to the Serapique time hamiks are good, though

not so elevated as they are higher tup the stream. The current is strong
but even, and the depth from four to twenty feet ill the channel. The
Serapique is navigable for canoes to the distance of twenty-five or thirty
miles.
To the divergence of the Colorado river is a distance of thirteen miles,

the banks preserving their elevation to the divergence of the Juanilo,
from which point they become very low. The current is regular, and the
depth, according to Biulow, froni tell to thirty feet. Tile Colorado with.
draws a large body of water frorn the river, which, however, continues to
preserve very nearly its original width to the port ofSan Juan. Tile channel
for the reniaining distance is studded waith low islands, covered generally
with ganralote. Tile depih is very variable, ranging from three to ten or
twelve feet; the bottom gravelly. In the dry season bungos can hardly
pass with their loads.

It has been suggested that the channel of the Colorado was cut or en-
larged by the Spaniards, under the empire, to prevent the ascent of hostile
vessels; but the suggestion is simply absurd. The delta has existed very
nearly in its present form and condition, without doubt, for many centu.
ries. The loss of water by the Colorado has been calculated at 28,000
cubic yards per minute in the dry, and 86,000 in the rainy season.

I have no hesitation in asserting that the San Juan never can be made
navigable for ships of any considerable size. Smnall steamers, with some
improvements in the channel, might be run without much difficulty; and
this is all that can be hoped for from this stream.

In case it should be determined to open communication for ships across
the continent at this point, it would be necessary to cut a canal at the base
of the hills parallel to the stream, which might be made to vield, at the
necessary intervals, the requisite supply of water, It is possible that the
river might be used from tile lake to Del Toro, though even this is riot
certain. I am convinced that tile ground rises not very far back from the
river on the north, and that stone and all the materials necessary for the
construction of a canal might be obtained without difficulty very nearly oni
the spot desired. These are things, however, which can only be deter-
mined from actual survey. A canal upon the southern bank, tor reasons
sufficiently obvious from what has been presented above, is impracticable.

It has been conjectured by some that formerly the volume of water in
the Sail Juan was much more considerable than it now is-. This conjec-
ture was doubtless founded on the circumstance of strong defenses hav-
ing been erected by the Spaniards many years since upoil, the banks both
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of the river and the lake, implying that it was an important channel of
coirrrimillicaitioin, anlLd upOU the known fact that vessels 'denoininated in
early times "' frigates II were acaustomied to pass frornm the ocean to the
lale and from the lake to the ocean. Indeed, it would seern that vessels
soirietinmes sailed direct from Grenada to the ports of Spain; but from the
accoutits of G(age, who visitedl Nicaragua about 1670, it appears that the
task of passing "El l)esaguadero," or the Sari Juan, was one of great diffi-
culty and dangter. Ile says: " For though while the vessels sail on the
lahe securely and without trouble, yet, when they full from the-lake to the
sea, ihic labor, hoc opus est-liere is nothing but trouble, which sometimes
makes that short voyage to last for sixty (lays; for such is the fall of the
waters in many places among the rocks, that many times they are forced
to untilade the 'fri4ratns,'an d load thiem again with the help of. mules
kept for that prpi.ose by the few Indians wvho live about the river and have
care of the lodges niade to lay in the wares, whvlile the frigate passed
through dangerous.places to another lodge, wvhither the wares are brought
by mules anrd a!ain placed in the frigate."* The vessels here called
" frigates " were probably of small size, not exceeding eighty or a hun-
dred tons burden. Vessels of this size may still with extraordinary ef-
forts be taken up during high water in the river, as was sho\vn in 1S'26 by
Captain Peter Shephierd, of Saii Juan, who took a schnoner of fifty-two
tonis through the river by removing her keel and warping the whole dcis-
tance; In this coil(litioii the vessel drewr three feet six inches. '1'he task
was accomnplislhed in thirty-two days. It in'ay be observed here, upon the
authority of Caplain Shepherd, that this vessel, with her keel replaced anid
loaded, drew seven feet of wvater, and that thenC., iii the dry season, she
could not approach within two rniles of San Carlos, or the poilit of de-
bouichure of the Sal JUan. Snch being the fact, extensive works would
be necessary to enable ships to pass from the lake into anly canal which
might be constrtroted.
Harbor of Suit .Jian.-The harbor of San Juan is altogether more

spacious and a better one than is generally supposed. The ezitrance is
easy, and vessels of the largest draught find no difficulty in passing the
motith, and obtaining within a safe and commodious anchorage I l has
been rel)resentecl that, in consequence of the peculiar make of tle land, it
is extremely difficult for ships to find the harbor. This is true to a cer-
tain extent; but although the coast in the immediate vicinity is low, yet a
short distance back the land is high and characteristic, and cannot be nis-
taken. With proper charts, correct sketches of the coasts, and with a
light house on Point Arenas, every difficulty would be obviated. This is
evident, even to the unprolessional observer. The harbor is fully ade-
quate to every purpose connected with the proposed canal.

RECAPITULATION.

The length of the proposed line of communication betxireen the two
ocearns, from San JUan to Realejo, is variously stated, but is estimated by
Napoleon at 278 miles, as follows: Length of the Sarn Juan, 104 miles ; of
Lake Nicaragua, 90i.rniles; river Tipitapa, 20 miles; Like Leon or Managua,
3,5 miles ; and distance from the lake to Realejo 29 miles. This is'posi-

* Uage's Wt.indies, p.422.
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timely' erroneous in some particulars ; as, for instance, the distance from
Lake Managua to Realejo, so far from being only 29 miles, is actually 40
to 45 miles. That the calculation is generally erroneous will appear from
the following facts : The port of Snr Juan is in 100 56' N. latitude, and
S30 42! W. longitude; the port of Realejo is in 120 27' N. latitude, 87°
Wi' W. longitudc; consequently the distance in a right line between the
two points is 26.5 standard miles, or oily 13 miles less than the 'distance
computed by NapoleonI's authorities-a margin altogether too small for
the augmentation of length conseq(uent upon the variations of the route
fromn a right line. The actual distances can onfly be determined by actual
measurement; but I nevertheless venture to submit the 'following calcu-
lations:
Length of the river San Juan '- - - - 90 miles.
Length of the port of Lake Nicaragua necessary to be trav-

ersed - - 110 miles.
Length of river Tipitapa IS miles.
Length of lake Managua - - - - 55 miles.
Distance from lake to Realejo - - . 40 miles.

Total 303 miles.

From this must be deducted 25 miles, in case the line is terminated at
the portof Taniarinda ; in case it should terminate in tile Gulf of Follseca,
it is not probable it would be many miles longer thrn the Realejo line.
The extent of actual canalization would therefore be, to Realejo 148 miles;
to Tamarinda 123 miles; and to the Gulf of Fonseca, probably, 135
miles.
The height of the various lakes to be passed, and the elevations of land

to be overcome, I have emnployed no means of ascertaining with accuracy.
From my observations, however, I am. disposed to regard the following
statement as very nearly correct:

Above the Atlantic. Above the Pacific.
Height of the lake of Nicaragua - 147 ft. 9 in. 128 ft. '3 in.-
Heightof the lake of Managua- 1776 ft. 5 in. 156 ft. 11 in.
Highest point of land -to be passed - 231 ft. I11 in. 212 ft. 5 in.
The accompanying section, No. 3, is on the horizontal scale of 15 miles,

and the vertical elevation of 500 feet to the inch; that is to say, a vertical
scale proportionably 160 times greater than the horizontal.

It is useless to enter in'to calculations respecting the proper size and
respecting the cost'of such a work as the proposed canal. Its dimensions,
in order to make it fully.answer the. purpose of its construction, must be
sufficiently great to admit the easy passage of the largest'vessels. Its cost,
until there is a detailed survey of the entire line, must be entirely a mat-'
ter ofconjecture. It has been variously estimated from six to .twenty five
and thirty millions of dollars. Assume it to cost $100,000,000, which
may be'as near the truth as any other calculation; still it is enough to
know that it is feasible, and' that its benefits, immediate and'prospective,
,vill be sufficient to compensate for the expenditure of double that amount,
startling as it nay'at frst appear.
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Louis Napoleon estimates the size required in tile earth-cuttings as fol-

lows:
'Width at water line - - - - .147 feet.

bottom - - - - - - 65
level of towing-path - - - 155

Depth - - - - - - - 23 "
In the rock-cutting as follows:

Width at water line
" bottom - - - - -

Width at level of towving-path - - -
Including paths - e
The dimensions of the locks, to admit one ship of 1,200

merchantmen of 300 tons, or two brigs of 16 guns' &c.:
Width - - -
Length within gates

These dimensions are one fifth greater than those of tf
canal, calculated to admit frigates of the third rank.
The same authority calculates the cost as follows:

Works on the river San Juan - - -
Works oil the river Tipitapa - - - -
Works between Lake Mavagua and Realejo- -
Works at the extreme ports -
Purchase of tools, engines, etc. - -

Casual ~ .Total cost

Casual expenses and reserved fund -

Total

- 131 feet.
- 126 i'
. 131c"
- 158 "c
toils, or two

47 feet.
- 210 "

le Caledonia

$4,304,000
1 907,100

10,7871,000
400,000
*600,000

-. - 17,998;1(0
- 2,001,900

- . 20,000;000

The author here quoted observes that he has purposely exaggerated all
parts of this estimate, supposing a6 great Inumber of works to be necessary
which he is assured are not, and adopting the European rate of wages,
With an increase of 50 per cent. Butt lie proceeds upon the assumption
that the river San Juan can be made navigable by means of locks-, dams
and excavations-an opinion from which I must differ. The balance of
the calculation is probably not far from.correct.

It is, of course, impossible to calculate with anything more than ap-
proximate accuracy the advantages which, upon .the score of economy
alone, would result to the world from the .construction of the proposed
canal. Its- general benefits to mankitid, 'from th6 augmentation 6f coen-
meree, the opening of new markets, the creation-of new sources-of de-
mand, and the cheapefning of all articles of iimport, with the consequent
increase of imanufactures and agricultural supplies, cannot be calculated
by the narrow standard of dollars and cents.. l1The employment. which
would, under the new era, be given to the overgrown and starving.poptu-
lations of Europe, the new fields which it wbuld open to enterprise, and
the diffusionwof light. knoWledge, and civilization vwlich: follows always.
upon any great irnpro.Tement in the physical coalition of mankind, and
which increases with every saving of. an, hour's.time or a mile's distance
in the communications between nations-all these are contsiderations-
which must lead the statesman,nthe philosopher,. the Christiani, an1d the
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philanthrophist, to regard the proposed undertaking with deeper interest
than any whichll has clairrned the attention of mrankintd. Tile lconjurnction
of time and circunmsta-mce is thvorable f()r the wvork, and it low S~ennStheat
the "' star of empire," which, in its westward progress, stood still for
awvhile upon the crown of the C(ordille-as, is destined to pass onwar(l to
its (inihjiatiol, while the gianit-arm of con joined capital and lal)or smites
through thle barriers which nature has set up between the two lenli-
spheres.

nlrS'roRICAL Sl'KTCH OF' T[TF, VARIOUS NEGOTIATIONS WHICII HAVE BEEN

IMADE IN RESPECT TO OPENING TlHE CANAL.'

It will not be uninteresting, now that the project of opening, a canal
across the isthmnus of Nicaragua has assumned a practical forni, arid seiemns
certain to be carried into execution, to notice briefly sorne of the measures
which have heretofore been taken in respect to it. I have already nmen-
tioned, that early in tle 16th century the practicability of such an under-
taking was asserted, and its advantages put forward in a strilking fight;
but nothing was practirally attempted unsil late in the 18th century, when
the attenntioiu of tine Spanish gonernmewt was called to the subject oince
more by Godoy, " the prirnce of peace," aned a survey of tine route was
Tm)ade wider his direction. The docLmncnts rekating to it still exist ini the
archives of Guatemral.a. After the independ(lerne of Cenitral Ainrerica,
another attempt towvards the accotiiplishirieont of the same object was made
bv Senor Mlanuel Antonio (le la Cerda, afterwards governors of, the State
of Nicaragua, who, in July, 1823, urged the matter upon the federal'Qon-
gress, but failed in accomnplishing anything at that, time. In thle year
1825 different proposals were ma(lc froin ahroad upon the subject; arid
the national Congress, in June of that year, passed the followingdecree:
"ARTICLE 1st authorizes the opening of a canal fitted for-the passage of

the largest vessels in the State of Nicaragua.
"ART. 2d. The %vorks to be of the most solid construction.
4"ART. 3d. The government shafl offer to the undertakers an. indemni-

ficatioti equivalent to the cost and labor of tle-work.
"AIRT. 4th. The government stall take all n-eans of facilitating the ob-

ject; permitting the cutting of wood; assistinig the surveyors; forwarding
the plans; and, generally, in every manner not injurious to public or pri-
vate interests.
"ART. 5th. No duty shall be charged on instruments and machinery

imported for the works of the canal.-
"ART. 6th. The expense of the work shall be acknowledged as a na-

tiorial debt, and the tolls-of the canal shall all be applied to its extinguish-
ment, after deducting the. necessary costs of rnairiteiaunce awl repairs, and
the maintenance of a'garrison for its defence.

"{ART. 7th. Any dispute regarding its liquidation or proofs of outlay,
shall be dete-mined according to the laws of the republic. .

hAwRT'.. tl. The-Congress shall be entitled to establish, and atall times
alter, the rates of toll as' it may think proper.

'"ART. .9th. The navigation shall be open to all nations. friends or neu-
trals,' without privilege or-exclusion..
"ART. 10th. The governlmen-t shall' maintain on the lake the necessary

vessels for its defence.'
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(ccART. 1ltll. If invincible impediments, discovered in the course of the

work, prevent its execution, the republic slhall not be liable to make any
remuneration wvihatever.

"Airit. 12. In case only a boat canal canl be opened, the indemrnifica-
tion shall be proportioned to the snialler bcinefit which will then result to
the republic.''

This decree was pulb:li -Ied jointly wvith another fixing six months for
receiving proposals; bult t1he terin proposed. was too short for any measures
to ho taken onl the part of companies or individuals, and thle Conlgress
only received a repetition of . part of' the proposals betire itatde.
The priticipal of these were made by AMr. Bailey and Mr. Charles Be-

niski, thle first as agent or thle Eicgfislmi house of Mlessrs. Barclay, Her-
ring, Richardson, & C'o., anid the second for Mr. Aaron H. Palmer, of
Newv York. Mr. Bailey's oiler wvas conditional, while Mr. Beniski's was
positive, and.was therefore accepted by thle republic. The contractors,
under the name and style of the 1 Central Anterican andI United <Staties
Atlantic and Pacific Cawvl C0omnjpany," were bound to open through Ni-
caragua a canal navigable.for vessels of all sizes, and to deposite in the
city of Greniada the surn of $20000() for the preliminary expenses, witlhn
six mouths, to erect fortresses for the protection of the canal, and to have
the Works in progress within a period of twelve months. In cormipensa-
tion, they were to have two-thirds of the profits of the tolls upon the carnal
until all the capital expended in the wvork was repaid, with interest at the
rate of 10)per cent., besides afterwards roceivitig one-half of the proceeds
of the canal for seven years, with certain privileges for introducing steam
vessels. The goverurneiltwas to put at their disposal all the docurments
relating to the subject existing ill its archives, to permit thle cut titng of'
wood, and to furnish-l laborers at certain rates of wages. In case of non-
completion., thle works were to revert unconditionally to the republic.
This contract bore date of Junte 14, ]S.21, and the contractors at once en-
deavored to secure thle co-operation of tile government of thle United States.
A memorial -was presented to Congress anid referred to a committee, whlicl
reported in. due time, butt here thie niatter stopped, although it appears to
have received thie sanCtioll of De Witt Clijiton and otller distinguished
men.

Pr~eviouis to this transaction, however, in 1825, -thle en-voy extraordi-
nary frorn the republic of Central Amliica, in the United States, called the
attention of the government to thle subject in anl official letter, re-
questing the co-o)eration of. tie Uniited States in preference, to an'y
other national, arid proposing¢, by mleanosof a Ireaty, ' effecttlally to securle
its advantares to the two natioIs."T'' e cliarg6 d'affaires of the United
States ill Central Autierica, Colonel Jon.ltWilliazus, was' accordirigly spe.
cially iniifructed to assure the government of' Central Armierica of the deep
interest takIen by the 'UnLited States in an undertaking "so highly calcula-
ted odiffuse a favorable influence on thle .afairs.of mankind," and to in-
vestigate %vith the greatest care the facilities offered by the route, and to
remit. tile informraLion to the United States. But it appears no iJnforrna-
tion of the'character required ever reached the Amnerican government.
The project seems to have been allowed to slumber fromn this, period

until October, 1828, when the work was proposed to be undertaken by
anl association of the Netherlands, under thee special patronage of.the ,King
of Holland.. The idea scem8s. to have originated with General Verreer,
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commissioners for Netherlands to the C"rand Diet of Bavaria, upon the
rel)resentatiolns of the comnrmissioners for C(entral Amierfca, Seftors Lard'
.;abul arni Nlolina. In March, 18)29, the L)utch general arrived in Guate-

viala, as plenip)trentiary of his government, with. instructions rerarvding
tile undertaking of the canal. In consequence of civil distractions, the
sUbject was not taken up until the succeeding October, weil.e the 'federal
Congress passed new resolutions upon it.

rlThe offers made by the association were exceediisgly liberal; the work
was to be executed under the protection of the Kihtr , anrd as soon as the
outlay, with tcn per cent. interest upon the same, wlas repaid to the com-
panty, the work Nvas to revert to the republic. Arrangements were mia(le
to send envoys to the Netherlands, with full powers to perfect the plan,
anid ior a time the work seemed in a fair wtay to a coinmelicemnent, but the
revolution of 3elgium and the separation of Holland put an end to these
hopes. In 1832, endeavors were made to -renewv the negotiations with
Holland, and the State of Nicaragua passed resolutions agrreeirig to tile
propositions of tile Dutch envoy, but nothing wvas accomplished.
Upon the 3d of March, 8S35, public attention having again been direct-

ed to the subject, a resolution passed the Seniate of the United States,
that tihe President be requested to consider the expediency of opening
eCgotiatiOnIS witli. the goveritinents of other nations, and particularly-witli

tile governments of Central Ainerica and New Grenada, for the purpose
of elfecttnally protecting, by suitable treaty stiptulations with thnern, such
individuals or companies as may undertake to open a comannitication from
the Atlantic to the Pacific oceans, by means of a ship canal acrossthe isth-
muns which connects North and South Amierica, and of securing forever,
by mneans of such stipulations, the free and equal right of-navigating suchi
canal to all nations, on the payment of such reasonable tolls as inay be
established to compensate the capitalists wvho w-Xay engage in such under-
taking and comI)lete the work."

Under this resolution, (says Mr. Stephens,) a special 'agent was ap-
pointed by General Jackson, to proceed without delay, by the most direct
route, to tile port of San Juan de Nicaragua' ascend the river Sain Juan to
the lake of Nicaragua, and thence proceed across the continent, by thle
contemplated route of the proposed canal or railroad, to tho Pacific ocean:
after which examination, he was directed to repair to Guatemala, the cap-
ital of tihe republic, and with the aid of Mr. De Witt, the charg6'd'affaires
of the United States,- procure all such public documents connected with
the subject as might be had, and especially copies of all such laws as had
been passed, and contracts and conventions as had been madoe to carry
into effect tile undertaking, and also all plans, surveys', or estimates in re-
lation to it. From Guatermala lie was directed to proceed to Panama, and
make observations and inquiries relative to tile proposed connexion of the
two oceans at that point. iLUnfortunately, from the difficulties of procuring
conveyances to San Juan, the agent went to Panama first; from adverse
circumstances, never reached Nicaragua, and died soon after his return to
the United States. ' He nevertheless made a partial report concerning the
isthmus of Panama, to the effect that it was not practicable for a canal.

In 1837, the subject was again taken uip in Central America, by General
Marazani, who resolved to have the proposed line of the canal exactly sur-
veyed, intending to raise a loan in Eurape for the execution of the work.
Mr. John Bailey was employed for the former purpose, but his work Was
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brought to a sudden close by the dissolution of the government of the re-
public.

In 1838 a convention was made between the States of Nicaragua and
Honduras, under which Mr. Peter Rouchaud was authorized to conclude
an agreement in France, for the formation of a company to make a canal,
and other objects, but he effected nothing. The same result attended the
efforts of Seior Don George Viteri, Bishop of San Salvador, who was sent
ambassador to Rome.

In the same year, Mr. George Holdship, representing a company com-
posed chiefly of citizens of the United States, residing in New Orleans
and Newv York, among whom was Mr. Soul6, of the former city, arrived in
Central Amierica, with a view ofccontracting for the opening of the canal
with the general governm-nent. Finding that Nicaragua had " pronounced'
against Marqzan, and assumed an independent position, he proceeded to.
that State, whence he at once entered into a contract which provided for
opening the canal, for the establishment of a bank to assist the enterprise,
and for colonization on an extensive scale. He returned to the United
States, and the matter ended.

In IS44, D)on Francisco Castellon, having been appointed minister from
Nicaragua to France, and failing to interest that government, entered into
a contract with a Belgian company,, under the auspices of the Belgian
King,jfor the construction of tile work. The grant was for sixty years,
at the end of which thie it was to revert to the State without indeamni ty,
the State receiving meantime an interest of ten per cent.

Still later, in April, 1846, a contract was made by Mr. Marcoleta, Nicar-
aguan charge d'affaires to Belgirun, with Prince Louis Napoleon Bona-
parte, then a prisoner at Hanm, which differed but little from the preceding
one, except that the canal was to be called "canal Napoleon de Nicar-
agua." Beyond the publication of a parnphlet upon the subject, under
the initials of the Prince, this attempt also proved abortive.
So the matter rested, until 1S49, when the acquisition of California by

the United States, and the discovery there of vast mineral wealth, again
directed public attention to the subject, in a more serious manner than at
any previous period. It now began to assume a practical-form, and, as a
consequenle, there was a renewal of propositions to the government of
Nicaragua. The first of these, in the formnof bases subject to future ad-
justmnwlt, came, tinder date of 161h of Febrtiaryr, from Mr. William Wheel-
right, the projector of the British line of steamers on the western coast of
South America, upon behalf of an English company. It embodied, sub-
stantially, the provisions of the contract of 1844 with the Belgian company,
but was never acted upon by the Nicaraguan government.
The second was in the form of a detailed contract, and 'Was entered in-

to between Mir. D. T. Brown, representing certain citizens of New York,
and General Mu oz, commissioner of the Nicarag'uan government, on -the
1.4th of March. It, however, never received the sanction ofthe Execu-
tive, nor was it ratified .by the company within the time stipulated by its
terms.

Upon the 27th of August, another and final contract:was entered into
by Mr. D. L. White, agent of an American company, which, together
with: a treaty negotiated by myself upon the part of the United States,;
guarantying the security of the sarne, I have already had the honor to
transmit to the department.
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CLIMATE OF NICARAGUA, ETC.

There are other circumstances 'besides the actual topographical f-rturesof the country necessary to be considered in estimating tlhd practicability
of a orand work like the proposed canal: tlhe rmleans of subsistenice, cli-
mate, ability of procuring and applying labor, &c., miulst all be considc
ered. S'tuated between latitude 1) anlid 1i30 north, the climate is essen-
tially tropical, butt is favorably niod ified by a vurietv of ainses. Upon
the Atlantio dlec livity it is unquestionably y warmer than in the interior, or
1po11 the borders of tlle l'acilic-mnore humid andi( more subject to rain.
rjThe country, too, is low along the coast, with nuonerous lagoons and
inlets, and conse(quently more infested with anniloying insects, and. more
subject to fevers. Tlhie clitnat6, however, is more S LuL ionIs than would
be supposed tinder thle circumstances. This is illf istiatted by the fiact
that in tle months of March anid April, 1849, a party of Ainerican erni-
grants-1 :30 ill 1 )1111ber-slDehit tupwards of six months at this point; and
notwvithstanding the sudden transition fromTIl muidwiniter to tropical -hiats,
u1ot to nientimon inadequate shelter and indifferent flod, rnot one wais seri-
ou8slV affected by illntess. Tlhe same party, it may also be mnention(ed,
passed uip the San Juan under tie worst ofcircumnstances, suffering great
exposures, and remained in the interior and upon the nortliern coast until
the middle of August, wvith scarcely any illness among therm, and that
little generally the result of carelessness, ol excesses. But a sinlel
rTocu1iber, whose health had been splattered by dissipation at horne, aud
whose hmal.Ats would soon have proved fatal inl any climate, died dtirin)g
this period. It cannot be doubted that tie surveys, excavations, &c.,
oln thle Sain Juan, will not only prove tile roiost dlifficuIlt of allV st'('tioll of thle
proposed camial, but, from the natLie Of tilings, be attended xvith greater
injury to the health of' those eii-aged there. 'I'lTe forests wvliirh line that
river arecledmse and dark; and thle retmioval of the trees and other vegeta-
tion, anpd the consequent exposure of the rich earth-the accumrutlated
vegetable deposited of ages-to the sun, would prove a prolific source of
fevers arid kindred diseases. Tue evil consequme-nces could only be ar-
rested bv employing here, as elsewhere, the natives of this latitude, in-
tired to labor and "hardened to exposure. In fact, the principal reliance
throughout must l)e upon this kind of laborers, whio, tbr'io retals (25
cents) per day, (thle standai'd price,) would flock in all desirable nillubers
from all the States of Cinitral Amnerica. For a m:iedio (ti- cents) per day
each mrian provides his owni support, without further cost to his employer.
The laboring population is eriniently docile, and can soon be brought to
perform any kind of simple labor, as excavating, clearing.quarrying,
burning lime, &kc., in a satisfactory nmanier. In a corn try where there
arc, so many festival and saints' days, it would be necessary to keep them
a little in arrears, or possess some means of forcing them to compi~ly with
their contracts, to secure their constant attention to their work. The
valley of tlme San Juan once passed, the.climate is unsurpassed for salu-
brity by an equal extent of territory under the tropics, or perhaps in the
world. 'T'1e year is divided, rather anomlalously to the stranger, iltO tWo sea-
sons-the wvet and the dry; the firs* of which is called winter, and the latter
summer... Tle wet season conmimences in May, and lasts until November;
during which time, but ivu iilly near the commencement or close, rains
of sonle days' duration are of occasional occurrence, and showers are
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mvnmon, but do not often happen, except late in the afternoon, (com-

niencing about four o'clock,) or in the Iiighlt. They are seldom of long
duration; and often days anid weeks elapse without a cloud obscuring the
sky.ili. During this season, the verdure and the crops which, during the
dry season, become sere and withered, appear in full luxuriance: the
temperature is very equable, differing a little in. different localities, but
preserving great uuniformity all over the country, except in theremountain-
ous regions. The range of the titermometer is from 78° to 88°, in rare
instances sinkl'ing to. 77°, during the night, and rising to 900 in the after-
noon. During the month of Jun1E, at (Grenada, tlhe average height of the
thermometer was 820 of Fali.; in Leon, during the months of July,
August, and September, 83g. Out of the sun this weather would prove
agreeable to most persons. There is almost constantly a cool and pleasant
breeze, blowing for the most part from ti!e northeast. Trhe nights are
delicious, and sleep is seldom, if ever, interrupted by the heat. For
weeks together the thermometer has marked 790 at ten o'clock in the
evening, and 7S° at sunrise. ring 'the dry season, in January, the
temperature is less, the nights p(oiltively cool, and occasionally the winds
are chilling. The sky is cloudless, and trifling showers fall at rare inter-
vals. The fields become dry, cattle are driven to the hills and forests
fbr pasturage, awid the dust in thte towns becomes almost insupportable.
It penetrates everywhere, permeating. even through tlte tiled roofs in
showers, anld sweeping in clouds throtigrh the unglazed windows. Were
it not for this, the dry season would: not be pronounced unpleasant. It
is esteemyied healthier than the wet season.t
*Probably not, more than one-half the amou)Uni. of' rain falls d during' these six.mun'ths in Nica-

ragna that falls in the latitude of New Yurk during the same period.
tUpon tle matters here adverted to, it will not be uninteresting to sunjnin the following re.

minks of Mr. L3nniley: -'in executing so stuiendous an unulertalding," says.he, "salobrity of
clinvte', 'and the mneanw of feteling abundidantly anid economically so lirge aiotly of workmen as
would be collected, are subjects which cannot be p.used over withoIt nrntice. Wvith regard to
the finer, tic .writer can aver that. durin.: fonur months thtat he was occupied between the.
Pacific anild the lahe of Grcnrida, with a party of forty inclivi(utils, there was not a man pre-
vented by tickiness frorn pertorining- his daily labor, althotngh roniniually sleeping at night' in
the open air. On tIne lake and in tine river San Joian, with a large Party, the men maintained
t eir health well, although exposed to frequent rains in the latter. But when at the port (del
Norte,) or near to it, sickness got among tihein, which was twuinly attributable to the' use, or
raniler abuse, of ardent spirits, and bilear excesses so frrqtitnily indulged in at such places.
Titis change, however, is iot assignable solely to irndulgence in excesses, because San Jun-nn!is
exposed totiall tie danmferous infludnccs of clitriate and teinpelature peculiar to the Mosquito
shaloe, antd all the coast troin Cape Gracias i Dios to Carthflgena anft beyond it.

"Tine population 'of the State of Nicaragua rony be said niot io extend souil, only, much be.
yond the environs of' the town of Niclargua, so that the. line of survey, approaching it in no
part nearer Than four leagues, passed over a comparative wilderness, and consequently all pro-
viiiions wvue sup.,lied frorom that place. IThese arc always to be had in-abundance; 'and should

mirrutsiatnnes require it, they could be drawn fr. nm other parts of the-State to almost any extent;
The princiF al articles of consumption are meat, (bcef,) 'maize, frijoles, rice, plantainsi and fruits,
which can be furnished at moderate prices; as, for example, meat at 31, 4,.or 41)'reals the arroba
of 25 pounds, (the real is equal to sixpence of English money ;) maize varying, accordin'g to
seasons, 6, 8, or 10, seldom 12 reals 'per fanega, whinh weighs abowit 300 pounds; frijolea and
rice in sntilar proporliOns: plantains, which are univermally used, especially by.Lhe laboring
classes, are so plentifUl thut a nmule load of them (two or three quintsls) can be had throughout.
the year tor 2'or 2 .reals;; so that if a large number of workmnen were to be collected in'thi'
direction, there would be found noditeiculty in 9uppl ing themwitl all'the ordinary necessrie
of life.f

Trhe price paid for lab-or during.the survey~was $71 per man per month, besides provisionw,
which, on an average, amounted to haifa real a day; but this was higher than what was.'usuals
ly given for genera field-work, in consideration of the men being' taken to a distance froru their
families for an inderirnite timze. For work such as that in question, good native artisans would

14
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AGRICULTURAL RESOURCES o0 NICARAGUA.

I have already said that the natural resources of Nicaragua atde immensely
but they have been very imperfectly developed. Trhe portion of lands
brought under cultivation is very small, but ample for the support of its
population. There is no difficulty in increasing the amount to an indefinite
extent, for the forests are easily removed and genial nature needs no
forcing to return rich harvests. There aremany cattle estates, particularly
in Choutales, Matagalpa, and Segoviaiwhich cover wide tracts of country;'
some of these have riot less than ten or fifteen thousand head of cattle
each. The cattle are generally fine, quite equal to those hi the United
States.
Among the staples of the State, and which are produced in great per-

fection, I may mention sugar, cotton, coffee, cacao, indigo, tobacco, rice
and maize or Indian corn.
Sugar.-The description of sugar cane used in Nicaragua is a native of

the country, and very different from th siatic cane cultivated in the
West Indies and the United States: it Ysaid to be equally productive
with the foreign species; the canes are slenderer and softer, and contain
more and stronger juice, in proportion to their size, than the Asiatic variety.:
Two crops are taken annually, and the cane does not require replanting
but once in twelve or, fourteen years. The best kind of sugar produced
from the sugar estates is nearly as white as the refined stugar of commerce,
the/crystals being large and hard. A large part of the supply for ordinary
consumption is what is called -chlancaca,". and is the juice of the cane
merely, boiled till it crystallizes, without being cleaned of the molasses. A
quantity of this is exported to Peru, and elsewhere in South America. It
is stated that the "chancaca" may be produced ready for sale at $1 25
per quintal (10lJ lbs. English.) The most profitable part of the.. sugar
establishment is the manufacture of "agua ardiente," a species of rum.
It is impossible to say, in the absence of data, what is the amount of manu-
facture of sugar in Nicaragua; it is perhaps enough to know that it may be
produced indefinitely. The export has been estimated at 200,000 lbs.

Coiton.-Cotton of a superior quality to that of Brazil may be pro-
duced in any quantity in Nicaragua. "1 As many as 50,000 bales, of 300
pounds each," says Dunlap, " of clean and pressed cotton, have been ex-
ported from this State in a. single year; the cultivation is, however, at
present (1846) at a very low ebb." Considerable quantities are never-
theless raised, which are manufactured by the natives, but chiefly by the
Indians, into hammocks, sail-cloth, and ordinary clothing. The do-
mestic cloth is coarse, but compact, neat, and durable.

Coffee.-Coffee of a superior quality, and probably equal to any in the
world, may also be produced indefinitely in this republic; but for some
reason it' is not very extensively cultivated. The plantations which I
have seen are very flourishing, and the proprietors find them quite as

be scarce; but there would 'be no want' of laboring hands, for the certainty and regularity of their
ay would attract men not only from all parts of this, but from the adjoining States of Costa
SicatIionduras, and San Snlvador also; while a- judicious system of equitable 'regulation.
would insure their docility and submissiveness. The barbarism that has been attributed to
this population in the writings before alluded to needs no other refutation than saying that the
imputation is unfounded; 'nor is it, nor can it be, a 'supposable fact that the peasantry of the one
country should differ very much from that of tile other adjoining it.-the same language, habitat,
and customs being common to both."
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profitable as any other. The limited cultivation is perhaps due to the
circumstance that chocolate is the common beverage of the people, and
coffee never having becorhe an article of trade or export, has consequently
been neglected. There is no reason why as good coffee should riot be
produced here as in Costa Rica; and- the Costa Rica coffee, when offered
in good condition in England, commands a higher price than any other.
As, however, it is usually shipped by way of Cape Horn, it often suffers
from the protracted voyage. It has, nevertheless, been the almost ex-
cla'ive source of wealth in Costa Rica. The crop of 1847 amounted to
8,000,000 pounds, which, at $1i2 50 per cwt., (the average price in the
English market,) gives $1,000,000 as the returns-a considerable sum for
a State of less thanl 100,000 inhabitants, and where the culture has been
introduced but fourteen years. The cost of production per quintal (I O1.
pounds) at the present rate of wages (25 cents per day) is about $2 50.
If the attention of the people of Nicaragua was seriously directed to the
production of coffee, it would prove a source of great profit.
Oacao.-Cacao, only equalled by that of Soconosco, on the coast of

Guatemala, (and which was once monopolized for the use of the royal
establishment of Spain,) is cultivated in considerable quantities. It is,
however, an article of general consumption among the inhabitants; and,
consequently, commands so high a price that it would not bear exporta-
tion, even though it could be obtained in requisite quantities. Abbut all'
that finds its way abroad goes in the form of presents from one friend to
the other. There is no reason why this should not become an article of
large trade and a source of great wealth. There is 'one cause why its
production is not greater, and that is the length of time and great outlay
required in getting a cacao plantation in paying operation. Few have
now the capital to invest; and these few are in too feverish a state, in
:onsequence of the distracted condition of public affairs, to venture upon
any investment. Under a stable condition of things, and by the open-
ing of a short and easy channel to market, the cultivation of cacao will
rise to be of the first importance. The trees give, two principal crops in
the year. It is sold from $15 to $20 the quintal, while the Guayaquil is
worth but $5 or $6.

indigo.-Indigo was formerly cultivated to a considerable extent, but
has of late years much fallen off; and there are a number of fine indigo
estatesin various partsiofthe republic which have been quitegivenup,witih
all their appurtenances, by their respective proprietors. The plant cul-
tivated for the manufacture of indigo is the indigofera, a triennial plant,
supposed to be a native of America. There is also an indigenous trien-
nial plant abounding in many parts of Central America, which produces
indigo of a' very excellent quality, but gives less than half the weight
which is. produced by the cultivated species. The indigo of 'Nicaragaa
is of very superior quality, and its export once came up to 4,000 bales, of
150 pounds each. It is impossible to say what the export is at present:
probably not more than 1,000 or 2,000 bales. Under the government of
Spain, the State of San Salvador produced from 8,000 to 10,000 bales
annually. A piece of ground equal to two acres generally' produces
about 100 or 120 pounds, at a cost of not far from thirty to forty dollars,
including clearing of the'field, and all other expenses.

Tobacco.-A large amount of tobacco is used in Nicaragua, all of
which is produced in the country. A considerable quantity was this
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year sliipped to California. It may be cultivated to any desirable extent,
anll;)of a very superior quality. 'lThat of San Salvador is said to be equal
trt die best Havana for cigars.
Maize flourishes luxiuYi'inanly, and three crops may be raised on the

same ground animally. It is essentially the ' st(10 f ifte " in all Ceintral
America, being the rmaterial of which the eternal tortilla is composed. The
grecn stalks, "' sacate, " constitw1e about the only fodder for horses and
cattle in the country, and is supplied (daily in all the principal towns. The
abundance of this grain may be interred fionm the fact that afanega, of Leon
(equivalent to about five bushels English) of shelled corn comimiands in
the capital but seventy-five cents.
Wheat and all other cereal grains, as well as the fruits of temperate

climlites, flourish in the elevated districts of Segovia, iin the northern part
of the republic, l)ordering upon Honduras; where, it is said, except in the
absence of snow, little difference is to be observed, in respect to climate7
from the central' parts of the United States.

Rice is ablundant in Nicaragua, is extensively used, and, like maize,
may be easily cultivated to any extent desirable. It is sold at fromt $1 50
to :2 per cwt.

Iln short, nearly all the edibles and fruits of tile tropics are produced
naturally or may be cultivated in great perfection. Plantains, bananas7
beans, chile, tomatoes, bread fruit, arrowroot, okro, citrons, orajgps, limes,
lemnos, pine apples, (the delicious white Guayacluil, as vell as the yellow
variety,) niarnays, anonas, guavas, cocoa-riuts, and Et hundred other vari-
eties of pl-nts and fruits. Aniongy the vegetable productions of coininerce
may be menletione-d sarsaparilla, anots, aloes, ipecacuatilia, ginger, vanilla7
Pertivian bark, (quinine,) cowhage, coxpa6 gum arabic, capevi,.caoutchouc,
dragon's blood, and vauiglo or oil plant. Aonimg valuable trees: milahog-
any, logwood, Brazil wood, lignumvitw, fustic', yellow sarders, pine, (oti
the heights,) dragon's blood tree, sillk-cotton tree, oak, copal tree, cedar,
biuttonwood, ironwood, rosewvood, Nicaragua-wood, calebask, etc., etc.
"' Of these," says Dunlap, "' Brazil wood, ced(ar, and mahogany are found
ini tile foreSts in what uuuay be termed inexhaustible quanuities."' Tle
cedar is a large tree, like the red codarof the north in nothing except color
and durability, and in solidity and other respects closely resembling the
black walnut. Five or six cargoes of Brazil wood are exported from
Realejo yearly,'and something more from San Juan. A quantity of cedar
planik is also exported to South America.
The raising of cattle. and the production of cheese is a mi~st important

item in the actual resources of Nicaragua. The cheese is for conlimork
consumription, and great quantities are used. Large droves of cattle are
annually sent to the cther States, where they command very fair price's.
Ablut thirty-five or forty thousand hides are also exported annually.. (See
Appendix.)

MINERAL RESOURCES

The mineral resources of'Nicaragua are also immense; gold, silver,
copper, lead, and 'iron may be found in considerable quantities in various
parts, but more particularly in Segovia, which district is probably not
exceeded in its mineral wealth by ally equal portion C'f the coontinient.
The wo'rldng of the mines has of course vastly Widien ofi' from the time of
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the Spaniards; still, their produce is considerable,.but it is impossible to
obtain any satisfactory statistics concerning it. A portion of the gold and
silver finds its wvay through Isabel to the Belize; other portions pass out
through the ports of Truxillo anid Omoa, in Honduras; and another.but
srnallier part reaches the ports of Nicaragua.

There is now no mint in Central Amlerica, excepting a small one' in
Costa Rica, which coins from $50,000 to $100,000 annually, principally
in dollar pieces of gold. These are short of weight, and are not generally
ccurrent. Their true value is ninety-three cents. IHIumboldt, ill his state-
mecnt of the produce of the respective milling districts of America, has put
against that of Guatemala " nothing;" hut it is certain, from the accounts
of Gage and others, as also of the bucaneers, who made a number of profit-
able expeditions to the mining districts, that the precious metals were early
produced in considerable abuLndance.' From a report by the master of the'
old mint, made in 1825, it appears that, 'for the fifteen years anterior to
1810, gold and silver had been coined to the amount of $2,193,8'32, anid
for the fifteen years posterior to that date to the amoujit of $3,8IU,3829.
This 'oticer remarks " that it must riot be deduced fromn henice that this is
;all our mines have produced in this period, as great quantities of the metal
have been manuoffactured and exported in their native state." He estimates
flie actual products of the nmities at ten times the amount coined ; which
wvoldl give upwards of $50,0(00,000 for the 'thirty years plecedling 1825.
This estimate xvill probably bear some deduction.

Other rnliterals are abundant. Sulphur may be obtained in great quan-
4ities, crude and nearly pure, front 'the volcanoes; and niitre is easily pro-
cured, as also sulphate of iron.

(heal as elsewhere 'stated, is said to occur, in large beds and of good
uquahety, in the State of San Salvador, near the boundaries of Honduras,
.and only twenty miles back from the coast of the gulf of Fonseca. (See
Appendzds.)

POPULATTON' OF NICARAGUA.

The population of Nicaragua may be estimated at 250,O00. The
civilized Indians, and those of Spanish andinegro stocks crossed with
thern, constitute the mass of the population. rlhe pure individuals of
,pure European stock constitute but a small part of the whole, and are
more than equalled in number -bv those of pure negio blood. The entire
population may be divided as follows.:

Whites - 10,000
Negroes - 15,000
Indians - - - - - - 50,000
Mixed - - - - - - 175,000

Total - - - - 250,000

Most 6f these live in towns, many of them going two, four, and six
-miles daily'to labor in the fields., starting before day and returning at
night. The plantations, " haciendas," " hattos," "ranchos" and
Xc chacras," are scattered pretty equally over the country, and are reached
by paths. 6o obscure, as almost wholly to escape the notice of travellers
who, passing through what appears to be a continual forest from one town
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to the other, are liable to fall into the error of supposing the country almost
wholly uninhabited. Their dwellings are usually of canes thatched with
palm, many elf them open at the sides, and with no other floor but the
bare earth, the occupation of which is stoutly contested by pig, calves,
fowls, and children. These fragile striuctures,.so equable and mild is the
climate, are adequate to such protection as the' natives are accustomed to
consider necessary. Some of them are more pretending.,.and have the
canes plastered over and whitewashed, with tile roofs and other improve-
ments; and there are a; few, belonging to lrge proprietors, which are ex-
ceedingly neat and comfortable, approaching nearer our ideas of habita-
tions for human beings.A large part of the dwellings in the towns are much of tile same char-
acter; the residences of the better classes, however, are built of adobes,
are of one story, and enclose large courts, which are entered under arch-
ways often constructed with great beauty. The court-yard has generally
a number of shade trees, usually orange, making the corridors upon which
all' the rooms open exceedingly pleasant.
The State is divided into five departments, each of which has several.

judicial districts, as follows:

Departments. Population.DEatrict-

I. Meridional....... 24, 000 Rivas or Nicaragua.
2. Oriental........ . 95,000 Acayopa or Choutales,

Grenada, Masagaand
Managua.

3. Occidental............90 000 Leon and Chinandega.
4. Septentrional of Matagalpa.. . 40, 000 Matagalpa.
5. Septentrional of Segovia 12, 000 Segovia.

247,000

The population here given is the result arrived at, in round numbers,
by a census attempted in 1846. It was only partially successful, as the
people supposed it preliminary to some military conscription, or new tax-
The principal towns of the State, -with their estimated population, are

as follows:
Leon, (the capital,) including Subtiava - - 25,;Q0
Chinandega - - 11,000
Chinandega Viejo 3,000.
Realejo. - 1,000
Chichigalpa - - - 2,800
Posultega - -0-- - - - .' 9(
Telica - -1,00a
Snmotilla - - - -- - 2,000G
Villa Nuevi - - - - 1,0(0
Puiebla Nueva - - - - 2,9X0
Nagorote e - - - - - 1,804)
So-ci - - - - -
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Managua - . X . 12,000
Massaya .15,000
Grenada - - - - - - 10,000
Nicaragua - * - - - 8,000
Segovia . . . . -8,000
Matagalpa - - * - - - 2,000

It is a singular fact that the females greatly exceed the males innumberr.
In the Department Occidental, according to the census, the proportions
were as eFree to heo!

APPENDIX.

MTSCELLANEOUS INEORMATION.

The following are extracts from a report made by the British vice-con-
sul, Mr. Foster, in 1837:
"The import trade of this State, (Nicaragua,) and the country in gen-

eral,has not suffered so much-as might have been expected from the very
severe visitation of cholera during this year.

s" The prices of foreign manufactures have now found their level in
these markets, and the consumption of those articles used by the poorer
classes has increased in a wonderful degree both in quantity and quality;
and the demand for foreign manufactures (of which British cottons of in-
ferior quality have a prominent part) will naturally go on at an increased
rate.
"The foreign imports may be classed under the following heads:
British-consist of calicoes, printed cottons, (domestic or gray,) and

power-loomn shiftings, linen and cotton mixed, or unions linen, muslins,
hosiery, hard earthenware, iron, steel, lead, powder, &c., &c.

" French-consist of silks, printed cottons, cambrics, wine, spirits,
jewelry, and fancy articles.

"UKited States-consist of domestic cottons, soap, sperm candles, hard-
ware, spirits of inferior quality, and powvder.

"Spanish-consist of paper, silk, riband, wine, oil, spirits, &c.
"Germany-consist of osnaburgs, glassware, wax, furniture, hardware,

steel, wine, &c.
Italy-consist of paper, oil, silk, and liquors.

"Coiombia-consist of cacao and straw hats.
",Peru-consist of zerga, (a coarse woollen cloth,) tin, spirits, and com-

mon sweet wine.
"Chile-consist of sweet wine and pelones.
"The value of British goods imported may be taken at two-thirds of

the whole of the imports.
"The consumption of French goods, being principally articles of

luxury, are chiefly confined to the cities of Guatemala, San -Salvador,
Greada,.&c. German linens, shirtings, and glassware, articles of gen-
eril consumptio'n. It Spanish goods, with the exception of ribands, 'the
imports are trivial. They have given way to those of France and Italy.
"The sickness of this year has had considerable influence on the exports.
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Cochineal and indigo form the principal; great quantities,. particularly of
the former, are shipped from the ports on the northern side of Honduras.
Fromrn the ports of the pacific, 1,501)t seroons have been exported during
the year to Europe, an-id the ports of Perun rind Chile. Hides, horns, sarsa-
parilla, and balsam, for Eiuirope and the United Srates, and mahogany, ce-
dar, and sugar, for (Chile and 1.Peru. Those form, the principal articles of the
export trade, which, it) proportion to the imports. is on the increase. Bra-
zil wood, with which this State, as well as Cost Rica, abounds, formerly
afforded employment to a great number of British vessels. The fall of
tlhis article in the home markets, has for the present caused it to be but
little sought for.
" IIi agriculture, this State is rapidly improving. In addition to indigo,

sugar, cacao, wheat, rice, &c., &c., coffee and cotton are now better at-
tended to, but more particularly cotton and indigo. T1he former, which is
much esteemed and known in the European market as ' green suche,' is
an annual plant. The staple is short, which defect is overbalanced by its
superior texture, and it is particularly adapted to certain manufactures.
"The province of Nicaragua has the advantage of diversity of climate,

the plains in the vicinity of th large towns of Leon, Grenada, and Ni-
caragua being tropical, and the heights nearing the lakes fron the Paciic,
as Chocoyes, Mlatagalpa, and Segovia, being temperate, whilst in the re-
gioons about Honduras it is generally cold even for an European.

"1lThe soil is everywhere fertile and capable of yielding every species of
produce of corresponding temperature. Mines also exist, but are not
worked for want of capital and population, particularly as the plains af-
ford abundance of nutriment to the limited population at very trifling
labor.

" The seasons are periodical, with slight variations. The slimmer, or
dry season, commences in the early part of November; and the winter, or
-wet season, in the latter end of April or beginning of May. 'T'he summer
is perfectly dry, at which time commercial intercourse is carried on; which
during the wiiuter, particularly at the latter end, becomes difficult from the
state of the roads.

'It is during the winter that the agriculturist commences his labors,
and during the months of September and -October that the rains are ex-
cessive.
"The climate is considered generally very healthy, although inter-

mittent fevers-by neglect, degenerate into typhus: there are no epidemical
diseases peculiar to it. The health of the natives, as well as that of.Euro-
peans, is influenced at the change of the season. Any important devia-
tions may be traced to neglect or excess, especially as regards foreigners.
"The temperature in the shade ranges from seventy to ninety degrees

in the plaitus near the seacoast.
"The internal conmmierce of the country is facilitated by good cart

roads in the plains, which are practicable (even in their neglected state)
from the South Pacific to the town of Grenada, on the lake of Nicaragua."

MINES OF CENTRAL AMERICA.

Dnlajp, who paid considerable attention to the mines and minerals of
Central America, observes:
iThough the vegetable productions of Central America are so valu-
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able, the hidden treasures are scarcely of-inferior worth; and in no part
of the world are mines so generally' found in nearly every district. Many
of thlese were successfully worked after the conquest and during the
Spanish dominion. Besides the mines of gold and silver, there are
others containing lead inr nearly a pure state; the ore yielding 90 per cent.
of metal. III some specimens 25 per cent, of silver is said to be mixed
with the lead.

" At the village of Patapa, 9 leagues from Santa Anna, in the State of
San Salvador, are some rich mines of iron, which produce a purer and
more malleable metal than any imported from Europe; the ore is close
to the surface, and very abundant, and there are, extensive forests in the
immediate vicinity, which serve for making charcoal. But, notwith-
standiiig, the amount of iron manufactured is only to equal the supply of
the State when it is worth $10 the 100 lbs., or $200 per ton. In the
same neighborhood are several silver mines, which were successfully
worked in the time of the Spaniards, but are now abandoned for want of
capital to carry them on.

Five leagues north of San Miguel are a number of mines, principally
of silver: among them'was one called La Carolina, worked by a Spaniard
about 30 years ago. He invested his own property, borrowed $100,000,
arid, after getting the mine in -working order, in less than six months was
enabled to pay his obligations; and, although he died before the end of
the year, left $70,000 in gold and silver, the produce of the mine. After
his death the ownership wvas disputed, the works fell into ruins, and the
mine became filled with water, in which condition it remains. The mines
of Tabanco were more celebrated than those in this vicinity, and when
worked yielded upwards of $1,000,000 annually, although worked in a.
rude manner, without machinery. The principal of these once yielded
$2000,00 annual profits to the proprietors.
"Near, the town of Tegllzigalpa, the capital of Honduras, there are a,

number of mines which still produce a considerable amount of the pre-
cious metals, although not one-tenth of what they formerly yielded. All
the hills in the neighborhood abound in gold and silver, generally inter.
mixed; and though none of them have been excavated to any depth; or
worked by proper machinery, they have formerly yielded more than
$2,000,000 per year; and were European capital and science introduced,
the produce would be great. From all I have been able to collect, this
neighborhood appears to possess natural stores of the precious metals, even
exceeding those of the celebrated mines of Potosi, in Bolivia. For a scien-
tific and practical miner, supported by, capital, they probably offer the
best adventure 'to be found in' Spanish America.
{"he ores generally contain from 12-to 15 per cent. of silver, and from

one to one and a half per cent. of gold; but the latter metal 'is often found
pure in many places, and the value of some thousands of dollars is annually
collected by, the Indians in the sands of the rivers, pieces of gold weighl-
ing as many as five and six pounds having occasionally 'been discovered.
"Some rich gold washings exist at Matagalpa, near Segovia, in-Nicara-

gua, which are only worked by the Indians, who annually collect and dis-
pose of a few pounds of very pure gold. Some copper mines have also
been discovered here, the ore of which, when shipped'to England, yield-
ed 35 per cent. of copper.

f' In the district of Nicaragua, in the same State, many traces of the
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precious metals are said to exist, but as the country is almost wholly un.
inhabited, little is known concerning them.

In the mountains of Aguacate, in Uosta Rica, several profitable gold
wines are still worked with fair profits."-(Dunlap's Ceittral Amoeriva,
1847, pp. 277, 284.)

Ar. Squier to Mr. Clayton.

[Extract.]

[No. 7.] LEGATION OF THE U. S. IN CENTRAL AMERICA,
Leon de Nicaraqrua, October 25, 849.

SIR: I lose no time in informing the department that the island of
Tigre, in the Gulf of Fonseca, was seized by a British force under the
orders of Commodore Paynter, of her Britannic Majesty's steamer " Gor-
gon" (acting by direction of her Britannic Majesty 's charge d'affaires, Mr.
Chatfield,) on the 1.6th instant. The facts were officially communicated
to me on the 23d instant, by the government of this republic, and I ap-
pend a translated copy of the documents (A,) embracing, first, a letter from
the Secretary of War of this State; second, the statement of the com-
mander of the Tigre; third, the letter of the captain of the "' Gorgon,"
announcing officially his seizure of the island; and fourth, the reply of
the commandant. These wvill'sufficiently explain the circumstances and
pretexts of the seizure.

Hon. JOHN M. CLAYTON,
Secretary of State of the United States.

A-1.

[Translation.]
GODI)-UNION !-LIBERTY!

HOUSE OF THE GOVERNMNIENT, LEON, NY.CIARAGUA,
October 23, 1849.

The supreme government of this republic, penetrated fully with the
high and fraternal sentiments of the powerful republic of the United States
of North America, (which your excellency so dignifiedly represents) in
favor of the other republics of America, and especially of the States of the
Centre, has considered it a duty to communicate. to you authentic copies
of tlheadvices this day received, of the military occupation of the island
of the Tigre, on the 16th instant, by the naval forces of her Britannic
Majesty, and by oider of her consul general and charge d'affaires near the
government of Guatemala, Mr. Chatfield.

It. is unnecessary to recommend this matter to your notice, after.the
marked evidences which have been given to Nicaragua of your enlight.-
ened and determined adhesion to the principles of continental freedoni.

The undersigned has the honor, &c.
P. J3UITRAGO.

To his Excellency E. GEORGE SQUIER, 4SC.
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A-2.

[Trunslation ]

COMMAND OF THE FREE PORT OF AMAPALA,
Island of Tigoe, Honduras, October 16, 1849.

SIn: At a quarter before two o'clock this day, I observed at the entrance
of the harbor five long-boats filled with armed people, each boat carrying
a cannon, with corresponding ammunition. The people in the boats were
dressed in uniform, and armed-their number, as far as we could make out,
about 80-together with a boat in which were two officers and a citizen.

Observing this, I immediately mustered my little picket of soldiers, hoist-
ed the flag of Honduras and that of the republic, and ordered my nmen
to present arms, but not to attempt resistance, as it was obviously hopeless
against the superior force which was approaching. Under these circum-
stances I allowed the officers to land, when I observed that the flag in
their boat was English; and seeing the colors of a civilized nation, I pre-
sented myself to the officers, demanding the cause of this display of force
and this hostile attitude. An interpreter then presented himselfand hand-
ed me a letter, which I subjoin. Having informed myself of its contents,
I said to them that, considering the disparity of forces, it was impossible for
me to resist their proceedings, but that I protested, upon, behalf of my
government and of Central America, against this violence. Iri the nlean
time the boats turned their cannon against the town, and the troops
landed under their cover, with muslket to shoulder and cartridge in. hand.
The interpreter then requested me, by order of the commander of the in-
vading forces, to lower the colors of the republic, so that the English flag
might be raised; to which I answered, that I would in nowise be party to
any such act, and that nothing but my weakness prevented me from driving
him away by force of arms. The commander then ordered his troops to
advance, and directed an officer to lower our flag and hoist the English
colors. This was done under a British national salute and a discharge
of musketry, and with many cheers for Queen Victoria.
While the last named proceedings were transpiring, I was engaged in

drawing up a protest, which the commander had expressed his willingness
to sign; but when it was finished and presented to him, he refused tofulfil
his promise. ,The original protest I herewith send to you.
This done, Mr. Chatfield, her Britannic Majesty's consul general,'(who

was the citizen which I had perceived among the officers, and whom I did
not recognise until this moment,) presented himself, and asked me various
questions respecting the topography and productions of the island, to
which I replied with all sincerity.
This conversation ended,' the commander directed himself again, to me,

and said that if the colors of Honduras were again hoisted on the island,
he would return and sustain the English flag by force.
As I had nothing to say, I made no reply; whereupon the British flag

was taken back to the boat, and the commander,: in passing, observed that
I must understand that the island now belonged to England. He then
embarked his forces, and retired, about 3 o'clock p. mn.
eTris event has greatly alarmed the towIn, and I have to make great ex-

ertions to preserve order; and though I have a very small force, you way.
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rest assured that, until I receive yourinstructions, all things shall remain
as they are.

I omitted to sav that the vessel alluded to is a war stearher, and-iwill
remain some time in the gulf. I have also to add that the British corn.
wander said that the harbor should. remain open ai f&ee. and that it was
not his intention to disturb the merchants.

1Lam, si-r, &C.,
VINCIETE LECFIUGA;

To the GENERAL-IN-CHrEF.

P. S.-I have deemed it proper to send a copy of this letter, and the other
documents, to the supreme government of San Salvador and Nicaragua,
because the matter involved is a national one.

A-3.
[Translation.]

ON BOARD IH. B. MAJESTY'S STEAMER GORGON,
October 16, 1849.

-Si: I have the honor to inform you that, in consequence of comnmuni-
cations received from the charge d'affaires of her Britannic Majesty in
Central America, manifesting the impossibility of obtaining by pacific
means tlie arrangement of the just claims of Great Britain against the gciv-
ernment of Honduras, I have judged- it my duty to establish jurisdiction
over the island of Tigre, on behalf and in the name of her Britannic Maj-
esty Queen Victoria, and in consequence have this day taken possession
of the said island, elevating in it the national flag of England, under a
national salute, &c., reserving to the government of her Majesty of final
(ulteriores) measures in this particular. Meantime, her Majesty's vessels
of war stationed in the Pacific ocean will, frorl: to time, visit this
island, and maintain in it British rights.

Notice of this proceeding has already been sent to the government of
Honduras, and I expect that you will give me an acknowledgment of the
receipt of this communication, stating also that you were present at the
act of dispossession, executed by me this day, in' the name of my sover-
eign.
No change is necessary to be made in the management of the island,

which will remain under its present regulations until the will of her Ma-
jesty is kI10Wi.

I ha-ve the honor to be, &c.,
' ~~~~~~T.A. PAYNTIER13.

To the COMMANDER OF THE ISLAND OF T0RE. A .N .

A-A.

Smu: I have had the honor this 'day to receive your communication
dated on board your vessel; in which you manifest to me that the claims
of Great Britain against my government not having been arranged, you
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have judged it.proper to establish jurisdiction over this island in the name
of her Britalinic. Majesty Queen Victoria. 1, sir, have no forces with
which to resist this invasion, and rriy only resource is to protest, as I
now do, and as I have already done, against the occupation of this island,
which protests I have sent to my government.

I witnessed, sir, the, act effected by your forces this day in theC name of
your sovereign, and shiall submit a detailed accounint of the sanfe to nmy
government.

I am, sir, &c.,
VICENTE LECHUGA.

To the COMMANDER OF II. B. M.'s WAR STEAMER "'GoRUON."

Mr. Buchanan to M~r. Bancroft.
[Extract.]

DEPARTMENT OF STATE,
Waskington,, October 23, 1848.

Sm: Your despatches to No.. 92 inclusive have been duly received at
this department,

Mr. Joaquin- de Osma, late envoy extraordinary and minister plenipto5
tentiary from Peru to the United States, passed through this city a fewv
days ago on his way from Lima' to london, to rdpre.:ent his country in
the sarne character in Great Britain. My official and personal intertourse
with that gentleman was. higlhly satisfactory throughout. his mission. lie
is an able and estimable man, and his principles and fbelings, are all op-
posed to any interference on the part of Great 'Britain or other European
nations with the domestic conceriis of the Spanish-American republics on,
this continent.
Mr. Osma infornied me, in conversation, that Sefior Castro, the gover-

nor of Costa Rica, as he had been credibly informed, had offered to place
that State under the protection of the British government. He-will him.
self comriunicate the details to you. You will perceive from th'e enclosed
extract from the instructions given by this department to Mr. I-use, our
charge d'affaires to Guaterala, ift what light the President would view
the conduct of that government should they accept this offer. Although,.
for the present, I am not prepared to give you any positive instructions
on the subject, yet;. nevertheless, you Wvill bIe vigilant in ascertaiuing
whether the information of Mr.. Osina be -wellfobunded; and.should this
prove to be' the case, in preventing, unofficially and by conversation in
the proper quarter, the acceptance by Great Britain of the proffered pro-
tectorate.

M.1r. Bancroft to Mr. Buchanan.
[Extract.]-

AMERICAN LEGATION,
London, November 17j,. 1S*,

YotruNo. 4A and its enclosure are received. I shall cultivate the ac-.
quaintaice of the Peruvian minister on his arrival, and explain to him, as
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well as I can, the influences which will sway this government in its de-
cision on the very important political arid territorial question to ivhiich you
refer.

AM. Bancroft to Mr. Buchanan.
[Extract.]

UNITrED STATES LnGATION,
Lo'idon, January 12, 1849.

Your despatch No. 41 directed my attention to Mr. Joaquin de Osma,
in connexion with the affairs, of Nicaragua. That gentleman expressed
himself to me as unwilling to have his name used, in any way, in any
conversation oln the affairs of Central America.
The subject is, however, again brought to my attention by the arrival

of Mr. Francisco Castellon, as charge d'affaires of Nicaragua near the
British government, and of Mr. J. de Marcoleta, charge d'affaires of the
samiie republic in Belgium. They are come to settle the affair of St.
Juan de Nicaragua with this government, and are naturally very solicitous
of friendly relations with our government. I think it proper to state to
you my opinion that Lord Palnmerston will not recede. I have, of course,
taken no part except to receive from thenm such information as they have
to offer. They will send me some answers to the inquiries you proposed
to Mr. Hise, of which you sent me a copy with your No. 41. These wvill
be forwarded to you as soon as received. They will also communicate to
me, as one of the diplomatic corps, the note which they are preparing to
Lord Palmerston, setting forth their rights to San Juan. Meantime you
will find the British side of the question very fully set forth in the printed
correspondence respecting the Mosquito territory, which accompanies this
despatch. I am told also by the agents of Nicaragua here, that their
country is represented at Washington.

AS. Bancroft to Mr. Buchanan.
[Extract.]

UNITED STATES LEGATION,.
London, January 26, .1849.

Lord Palmerston has issued an order to the West India Packet Com-
pany, to call St. Juan de Nicaragua "Greytown." This is an indication
of his lordship's policy.

M.o Bancroft to Mr. Buchanan.
(Ex:tract.]

* PArIS, Pebruary 7j 1849.
I endose a copy of a note, by which you will perceive that Belgium'

has undertaken a mediating office between England and Nicaragua.
Our good wishes and influence are naturally much desired by the repre-
sentative of the latter power.
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[Enclosure.]

BRUXELLS, le It Janvier, 1849.

1MoNSIruR LE CHARGE D'AtirAIRES: Jai. l'honneur de vous fire c'n-
naitre, en repose a votre derniere commniinication, que leRoi, mon
august soLuverain, consent volontiers a interposer sa niediation' entre les
Etats de Nicaragua et de Honduras et la Grande Bretagne, pour le regle.
ment des difficult6s qui se sont prnd uites dans les derniers temps. Vous
etes des-lors autorise, Monsieur le Charg6 d'Affaires, a vous mettre directe-
ment en rapport avec le cabinet particulier de sa Majest.

Agreed, &P., &c.,
DE HOFFSCHMIT,

Le Ministre des Ajlaires Etrangeres.
A MONSIEUR DE MARICOLETA,

Cltargg d',4faires, Sac., tc., 5c.

AMr. Bancroft to the Secretary of State.

[Extract.]

UNITED STATE:S LEGATION,
London, iMarch 9, 1849.

The public mind in England is rapidly coming to the conclusion that
this kingdom has too many colonies; that by their excessive number they
are burdensome. The opinion is spreading that the. Canadas must be.
independent; and if they could exist separately from us, and as our rival,
the number of friends to their emancipation would increase. Yet with all
this tendency to new and more liberal measures, Great Britain often fol
lows her old traditions of a policy of aggrandizement. As in the Medi-
terranean Gibraltar, Malta, and the Ionian isles form her military stations,
so she flanks us by a strong fortress at Halifax, seeks to overawe us by'
another at Bermuda, and now, as we are gaining greatness in the Pacific,
under pletence of protecting the Mosquito tribe of' Indians, she has seized
the key to the passage to. the Pacific by the lake of Nicaragua, and has
changed the name of the town of San Juan de Nicaragua to Greytown.
This subject is important, because the route to the Pacific which that
town commands, is here esteemed the best of all. The representative of
Nicaragua, who is here, is in great perplexity, and may well be in doubt
whatto do. The opinion in F raice.i s, I believe, adverse to the whole-
sale encroachments of England; but France is too busy at home to think
much of Central America. The Nicaragua minister would very gladly
seek advice from the United States. 1. have always made answer to him
that I am not authorized.by my government to give him, advice; that. I;
can only communicate .to the American government whatever facts he
may desire to make known to it. My instructions warrant not much
more.

I have seen the.agent or minister from Costa Rica.. He madeeon me a
very-favorable impression. He was educated in the United States. His State
has a boundary strife with Nicaragua; but he assured me it was not his.in-
tention to place Costa Rica under the protection of Great Britain. At the
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same time he does not join with Nicaragua in-claiming St. Juan fot that
province. Instead of it, lie keeps aloof and awaits the result.
The Pertuvian minister still more lkceps entirely aloof from the strife, I

annex a copy of a note to me from Mr. Castellon, theNicaragua minister
Here, and a copy of -a note from. Lord Palmrerston to Mr. Castellon of
Febrmary 17. rThllat note of.Lord Palmerston is not to be taken as an
adventurous act of his lordship alone. On the contrary, Lord Aberdeen
was quite as much bent on the end which Lord Palinerston. appears to
aimi at.

LONDRES,. le 28 Fevricr, 1849.
MON cIIER MONSIEUR: Hier an soir j'ai et6 chez vous avec l'objet de

vous saluer, et de vous informer de l 6tat 6ic les afFaires de Nicaragua se
trouvent datis ce moment ci. Malliereusement vous n'etiez pas a la
maison a l'lheure que j'y suis arrive, et poartant je n'ai pas reflipli mol
objet.

Cependant, j'ai remis au domestiqueequi etait -. la porte, trois copies
-que j'apportais pour vous, A savoir: une de la proteste que j'adressai le
25 Septeenibre, 1844, aux ministres des afl'aires etrLg~res (le qrielques
puissances de l'Europe et de l'Arnerique lois de I'occupation de Blue.
fields par des ofliciers Britanniques; tntle autre copie de la rkckamation
quoe j'ai inoi-mnmn adresse ;I Lord Paliuorston. relativerrielit A la -question
de Mosquitos; et la troisietn-yi, celle de la reponse que Lord Palnerston
donna Ai utie lettre dans laquelle je le demanndais d'ordoiaier aux officiers
An-lois residens d San Juan do Nicaragua qu'ils ne fissont point aucuile
alteration dans F'a(lministration doe cc prt jusqu'a que la question soit
finie au nioyen d'Ulu, arrangement qili est a 'resent l'objet de-notres
conferences.

Je vous prie doe -vouloir bie'a lise ces trois piees, et de me dire avec
.toute confiance votre avis stir ces affairs.

En attendant, une response, j 'ai le plaisir de vous renouveller l'assurance
de mnon ainitie et de nma consideration. la plus distinguce.

FRAINO. CASTELLON.

FoREFIGN OFtvICE, February 17, 1S49.
SIR: I .have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the

9th instant, enclosing copies of two letters which the government- of
the State of Nicaragua has addressed to the goverilor of Greytown, in the.
kingdom of Mosquito, and stating that you are instructed by your gov-
efrnment-to request that the authorities of Greytown may be desired to
make no .alteration in the state of affairs there until the question respect-.
ing that town is definitively arranged.
And I have to state to you, in reply, that her Majesty's government are

desirous of cultivating the most friendly relations with the State .of Nica-
ragua; but that her Majesty's government cannot do anything which can
be interpreted as admitting. any doubt that Greytown belongs exclusively
to the Mosquito territory.

I have the honor to be, &c.,
PALMERSTON.

Mr. Dr. CASTELLON, 45-c. c5-C., LC.
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Mr. Bancroft to the Secretary. of State.

UNITED STATES LEGA'TION,
London, Marc/h 3L, 1849.

SrR: With my No. 123, of the 9th of March, I sent you a copy of Lord
Palhnerston's note of the 17th of February last to Mr. Castellon, the
charg-e d'affaires of Nicaragua at this court.

To-day I enclose copies of various papers which the representative of
Nicaragua has addressed to this government, and which were -conmmuni-
cated to me to be forwarded to the department.
The importance of the subject is increased by the fact that San Juan

de Nicaragua is one of the best harbors in theq Caribbean sea, and com-
man(ls one of the great lines of conimmuni(iation between the Atlantic
aiid the Pacific.

I am, sir, &c.,
GEORGE BANCROFT.

'The SECRETARY OF STATE,
JIas/bingion, D. C.

Copies de la note circulaire adressee aux Ministres des 4faires Etrangeres
dle qulques Puissances de l'Eu'rope et des Etats- Unis.

BnUXELLES, le 25 Septembre de 1844.
Quelquesjournaux de Londres, de Paris, et de Bruxelles ont donn6 la

nouvelle que des forces navales de S. M. B. ont occupy le port de Blue-
fields, situ6 sur le territoire de Nicaragua; nouvelle qui m'a ete confirm
par une lettre datee dc Cartagena, de la Nouvelle Grenade, le 17 Juillet
dernier. Coinme representant des Etats de Nicaragua et de Honduras,
j'ai cru devoir adresser a S. G. Lord Aberdeen la communication
suivante:

*MILORD: Les journaux Frangais, se rapportant a ceux de Londres, ont
donned, it y a queleques jours, la nouvelle quo des forces navales de S., M.
B. oiit occup,6 le port de IBluefields, situ6 sur la cote de la mer Atlantique,
territoire de i\icaragua, Amerique Central, et connu sous le ntom de Mos-
quitos depuis la decouverte de cette partie du nouveau monde. -

Persuade comnie j6 le Stiis de l'esprit de moderatiorn et de justice qui
preside a tous les actesdu Cabinet-de St. James, et fort par d'irrdcusables
temoignages,: de l'amitie et des egards du susdit cabinet envers les 6tats
de l'Ani6rique Centrale depuis qu'ils se sont declares libres et ind6pen-
dants de leur ancienne metropole, aprbs avoir soutenu avec ardeur la
cause de leur emancipation, j'ai eu peine a croire atde, semblables asser-
tions. Mais, comme it se pourrait quo l'acte dont il est ici. question ait
6td consomnm6 sans la connaissance et sans -la participation du gouverne-
ment de S. M. B. comme il arriva en 1830; et post6rieurement'en 1839,
lors de ['occupation de l'ile de Roatan, sur;;Iequel fait de respectueuses
renionstrances furent adress6es au Cabinet de-St. James, .j'ai cru-qu'il
serait convenable de d~clarer. A V. EB., en ma quality de representant des
Etats de Nicaragua et de Honduras, que le gouvernement de ces deux

--15 -
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Btats, d~sirant conserver avec celuii do S, Al. B. les relations dlarnhtf cet
dc boiinn intelligence, lieureusement existantes jusqu'at cc jour entre ce&
pays et Jo Roy-aumoe Uni de la Grande Bretagnie, ni'ont confer dies poll-
voits sj;6&~iaux pour fire valoir pr~s le Cabinet de Londres le juste droit
qu'ont los 'dits Etat~s stir le terr~itoixe corinn sonls le non 'do Mosquito:3 et
sur los Rles et d~pendances, situ6es suir la iner Atlanti-que, coinposant
ancionnernent le IRoyaunie doe Guatemala, reconim apre~s sous Ia denomi-
nation do RWpublique F~d6ral de 1'Arnt~rique Centr~le, pt afin d'obtenir
du gouvernenient de S. M. B. la reconnaissance la plus fo'rmelle et la plus
soleniinelle din droit quo los dits Etats ont sur le territoiro susnmentionn6,
et quo les agens et Los porsonnes subordomigos dui Cabinet Britauiniquo
observant ii leur 6gaird la justice qui leur est diae sans les troubler darns la
possession tranquilize et 16gale, oua is so sont constitu~s depuii si long'
temps.

11 est connu en Europe quo le c-ontinent do I'Arnjique C'entrale appar.
tint durant plus de trois cents ans it S. M. Catholique, et q~uo sous ce
rapport ses c6tes furent bouljours Tespect~es, soi1; dans la mer Pacifique,
soit danis la rner du Nord. be traits conclu entiro l'Espagrie et Ic Royaumre
do la Grande Bretagne lc 14 Juillet, 1786, d~inontre que S. M. B. recon-
naissait cette domination, puisque par L'article I1, cello-ci s'engagea i'
exp)6dier los ordres Los plus positif. pour qune 505 agens, sos stijots, et sos
colons qui, jusqu'alorst avaient &I sons sa protection, eussentA sortir davs
le delai do six nmois (article 12) dui pays de Mlosquitos, et en g6n~ral dui
continent et des ilos attenantes. Par compensation, le gouvernernent do
S. M. B. obtint le privilege do couper du bois do BrYesil et autres, dans le.
territoiro de Belicel et dans les Uimites desigukols dasPril2ne

Ii e-st 6galoment connu quo cc trait&- fit~ aioueseL'articbser6 par le
gouvernernent de S. M. B. tout le temns -quo l'Am~riquer Cdntrale v'cut
sous la domination Espagnole. La constitution, publi~e A. Cadiz on 1812,
article I0, d6olara quo Guatemala, ainsi. quo Ios provinces -internies do
J'Orient et do l'Occide'nt et Los iles y attenantes dans l'uno et dans l'autro
nmor do l'Arn6rique, faisaient parfie int~grante des dornaines do I 'Espagne;
et sous cc rapport, il 110 li ffit jamais suscit6 do questions d'aucune
esp~co par Les puissances de L'EurFope. Le roil Ferdinand VII,- corn-
wuniqua A toius Les 6tats souverains, et particuli~romnent ii celui do la
Grande Bretagne, son acceptation de la dito constitution politique, et
celui-ci donna son .adhesion dans la reponse date du Palais do Carlton
le 21 Aofit, IS20; reponse quo lc Moniteur Universel, No, 143, publia la
mrnern ann6e.

II est aussi connu que lorsque I'Amrnique Centrale. se flit ddclar~e in,
d~pondante et souveraine, elle n'entendit 'n aucune mnani~re c6der ni
d6rnernbre'r la inoindre partie do son territoire; imais loin do cola, ielt
d~chara i la face du nmonde ontior, dans, la constitution do 1824, article 51110Gi
queo le territoire. do la r~publique embrassait enti~rernent celui do l'ancien
lRoyaume de Guatemala, la province do Ghap~as excepted, dont Les, limites,
d'aps la loi Gino titre 15111e livre 2e'~'do la Reco~pilacion dle Indias, sont,

dii 6t dlLvnlAuineda terrc-fborme on Escudo do,.VWragua;
dui d6tA do 1'occidont, le royaume do Ia Nouvelle Espagno- ou le Mexique;
dui c&t6 du nord la mor de co nomn; et du c6t& du midi -la mer du sud.
O'est sous ces principes Iat qu'ont 6t6 6crits les ouvrages do g6ographie
publikes i Londres memmo ainsi quo le prospectus do l'histoire do Guate.
mnala, par l'illustre Amrnicain Don JoA6 del Valle, ouvrage oC& so trouve,
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to~nsignie la snsdite d'~marcation des, lit-ites do PIT1A6riquie Centrale.
U.e, Mt ainsi sur -ces inleknes principles qu'7ef 18,216 Mr. Marcial Zebadua,
Ministreo 1P6nipotontiaire de la R&-publique (3entrale pres le Cabinet de St.
Jameos, fit adrnettre dans les pi-lii4ninaircs d'une n6gotiation, que mnallieu-
reUsernefit no pit 6tro conclude, ii cause dii retard de nouveaux pouvoirs
,exig,6s pa~r to gouverenient de S. M. B., un article par lequel onreconnais-
sait aux sujets Anglais Los concessions faites dans le traits do I 783, ot par
ia convention de 1786, dija rnentionnia. Le Cabinet Britannique mani-
festa alors qu'A- cot ~6gard, ces conventions 6taient con fornmos aux irtitres
do la Grando Bretagne, et que sous aucun rapport ii n'exigeraitrion de
Plus.

Ocs points d~montr6s, ii me roste seulement de prouver quo les linmites
des Etats do Hondtiras et do 'Nicaragua sont los rn~nies qui avaient 6t6
reconinuos lorsquc sos Etats formnaient tine province de l'ancien Royaunme
tie Guat~miala; c' est A dire, cellos do Honduras depiiis le d6troit do Guate-
mala dui c6t6 do L'ouest jusqu'au cap do Gracias Ct Dios, du c6t6 do I'est,
du sfid-ost, et du slid; et depuis le golfe do (Jonchiagua clans la nier Paci-
fique jusqW'A l'ocgn Atlantique dui c6td do Pest, dui nord-est, et dli
nord, avec los iles attenantes dans Los deux riners; los lirnites do Nicaraguta
dii c6ti doeLPest sont la mer des Antilles; du c6t6 dui nord lo cap do
(Gracias ~iIDios qui Ie separe do 1'Etat de H-onduras; du c6t6 do 1'ouest le
goLfe do Conchagma; dii c6t6 du siud LPocean Pacifique; et dli c6t6 dii
sud-est lo detroit doe Costa Rica; ainsi quo ces Etats P'ont d6cla'r6 dans
leurs constitutions respoctivos, do niani~re qu'il n'est jamais arriv6 auicun
cas clont on pfit tirer l'induction qu'iLs out reconnu conmmn territoire in-
depend ant celui qxii, pour conserver l'ancionne detinoination, .s'appele
Mosquito's; A la civilisation duquel. ces Etats s'ktaient d~vou~s, parceque
la situation o~i it so trouvo no perniet point qu'il soit consid&6 non sonic-
mont commne 6tat ind~pendant, mnais pas ni~rne conime uine simple popui-
lation, puisqu'iL est evident qu'il no fbrmne point un 6tat constit~u6, et Wia
point do gouvernemrint, d'autorit6 iii do lois particuli~res, selon L'exige
le droit international.

Tels son~t Los fondemous sur lesquols ost base le droit qu'ont Los Etats
do Nicaragua et Hionduras stir lo territoire do Mosquitos. D'api~s ces
fondeme ns j 'oso esp6rer do la rectitu do et do la moderation caract6ristiqu es
au gouvernemniot do S. M. B. quo non seuloment ce. droit sera reconnu1
et -respects c~orme iL est d6,- par los nations qui savent apprecier los prin-
Cipes d'6oalit6, et do justice commne des choses importantes A6 lun sfiret6
et a leur tranquillity, rni s encore! quo S. M. B. voudra bonn accorder la
convoniable protection pour faire qu'ils soient respected's des autres, en loes
laissant dans la pacifique possession de tout ce qui bonn appartient.

Jo prie V. Grace do vouLoir bion porter &t la connaissance do S. Al. B.
tout co quo j'ai eu L'lionneur d'exposer ici, et do me faire parvelnir tine
ripotise definitive. Le soussigne saisit cette occasion pour offrir A S. G.
l'assUranco de'sa lhaute consideration.

DMsiraint donc assurer, countre toutes los demarches faites par les chefs et
les officers Anglais dans L'At-nkique Centrale, le juste droit que les-sus-
dits Etats do Nicaragua et de Honduras ont stir be territoire stismentionn6,
malgr,6 ]os pi-tentions do plusieurs stijots Britanniquoes, soit en s'6tablis-
sant do fait dans queiques endroits a la" favour des' facheuses circonistances
o4se trouva ent6rieurement co pays, soit on faisant cornprendre au'. 'Chefs

des hordes sauvages qui bPont habit6, qu'it 6tait un mnonarque souverain,
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alli6 et proft(6 de S. i .,jai jug6 convenable, afin d'obtenir le brit
quenes gouivernernents Sf- s011 propose, de protester de la manikre la plus.

solemne!le et la plus fornmelle devant les cabinets de lPVurope et notatnent
devant celui de 0I
control toiltes les violence et contre I'abus de pouvoirs exerc~s par les
forces navales de S. M. B3. planss 'ile de Roatan appartenarnt ii l'Etat (le
Honduras, et clans le territoire de Mosqluitos (q111 est sous IPautorite de Ni-
carguga, afin de prenciro possession doe I'une et (le l'autre des points it116
re~ssants par leur position topographique daris le, cas o~t lon viendrait a r6
aliser le proJet do percer le grand canal oc6anique. connne 6cgalrnent contre
los consequences qui pourraient r~sulter de somnblahles actes; r~clainanit,
cornice, je r~clamne au. non- des susdits gouverrnernents (le Nicaragua et, (le
Hondura~s, colitro do si grands ~,riefi, oteprn~obten ir un jour' la Juste
3cp~arafioln qui letw Lst dlUe; Et. jo dois dcl~carer qUoC les respectifs gouverlie.
xoents no consonteit!, iii cotisontiront jamais, ni en aucune rnaniere, al
ceder la plus petito parcello (de5 possessions dont on veut les d6pouiller
par la force, tatidis quo, la orbison et. la justice, les soulos aruies jusqu'"t
pi6soit ?i leur rport~et, dotuandont qu'ils soieut respects par toutes los pui.
issaiices coinroc lexigo Ia conservation de ln sncik6. universello, dont los
liwi6rkts sont la repressioti, et ni~me [a punition do ceux qni foulent aux-
pieds si ostensiblomont la Justice, et qti par leur conduite conlstante et
souteijue i6aloigieiu uzite disposition do' s'agrarndir au niepris et au .pr~ju-
dic~e des foibles, sitis respecter los droits des autres nations.

J 'spere quo votro excellence voudra bioei porter ii Ia connaissanco de
S.~ ~ la ir6zente d~claration CL1 protestation pouar les finis colavona-

lies; et daigner aussi agr~er l'assuraticc do run [mute consid(~ranion.
FRANCO. CJASTELLON.

LOxNREs, It, 26 J'cvrier-, 1849.

LONDRES, le 5 M5-ars, I1S49.
AMILORD: Par rna lettre officiollo du 9 F~vrier dernior J'eus l'lorineur

do decmander, confbrni~nint aux instructions (jui iir'out 6t down~es par
niton gouivernienent, quo V. E. voulut. bion ordoinoer -lux autorit~s do Sail
Juan de Nicaragua do no point faire la inoindre alteration dans los affuires
du dit port jutsqu 'au r~glemnent definitif de la question dont nous nous oc-
cuponis main tenant, et cornmen V. E. a i6pondu i cette invitation, quo le
gouvernonhont do S. M. B3. no pout faire rion, dont on puisse tire' l'ifiduc.
tion qu'il adniet le nmoindre douto qlue '' Greytown'' appartient exclusive-
moent au territoire de Mosquitos, jo me, trouve dans le p~nible devoir de
faire ii V. E. dt cet 6gard queiques observations.

J'aurai d'abord, de dire i V. E. quo rna pr&c~dente demande so borne
i demander que P'on observe le statu quo adop16 par le Major Sparks i
l'~gard du piort de San Juan de Nicaragua, et nion i 1'6gard de"1 Grey~
Town," qui d'apr&.s des iiitormations p~alrficuli~rcs quo J'ai tiche de r6-
unir, ce norn qu'on a r~cerment donn& .-t Blewfield, contre lequel 6tab-
lissementj'eus Pl'onneur d'adresser a S. G. Lord Aberdeen le 25 Septein-
bre. 1844, une protestation.

Si je fais cette observation, c'est dans l'attente qu'elle pourra contribuer-
do quellque nafliere A faciliter un arrangement convenable dans 1'affaire
en question. D'uu autre c6t6, Si les desirs qui animent S. M. de cultiver
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aven Nicaraguia des relations amicales et de bonne intelligence sont aussi
positifs quoe les assurances quo V. E. me fait parvermr A cet Sgard,- sa con-
,descendence a acquiescer a mna demanded strait un ate plus oblig~ant pour
cot E9tat, et-tne preuve i16I6~uivoque de la justification clont le cabinet de
S. M. proc~de; ptlisque le stau quzo, dans ce cas. no unit a personno, tan-
dis quo le refuis pourrait autoriser los faits m~rres qtu'on vea.1 Avitte'; et
restraint *j'u.-qu'A un certain point Les droits do Nicaragua qui A t6lioigis6
tauit do conifianve danis la nmod6ration des priticipes, et dans la loyaut6 du
gou vern nment Britain iiile,.

FitiaLement, Si '' Groytow~n'' n'est pas, ainsi qu'il mne semble, l'tablisse-
innt do I3Iew~field, et si co nom est ceLiii qu 'on a donnA6 Ai C4 San JLuii'1'
do Nicaragia,'' cotto seulic declaration er,surrait 6tre consid~r~e, common la
protivo d'une d~terrnitiation dejA an-6t~o do La part dn gouvorrnienent de
S. M. 13. do soutoijir l'oacupati)n dto cc port, innaigrA qu oni na pas exhP 6
les titres qtui dovaient justifier cette occupation, onl qui devrienaut renidre
fin~ficac~e lo droit do possession quo Nicaragua r~clarue; supposition qui
est inadu i Iits'o onsuilte espritt doe confciliatioti queo It! gouivrrnie-
mont doe S, M. a ii nnigrii A L'Aard d'ateres Mtats, 'et quii Lpourrait 6tre
aplpliqu6 inipartialoniont aui cas actuol[.

Pourtant je crois devoir r~ii~rer A S. E. Ic tr~s honorable Vicomte doe
Pairnorston los tornies do mna c416kche dii 9. F-vrivr. dernier, afin qu'oelo
vonidlet bion tran smet tro los o'd ros conveniables anux i utorite' provisoir7es
(lo " Sail Juan do Nicaragua'' plolr continuier le statu. quo adopt piar le
Major Spairks, sazis faiire ta minnotdre trd4e'atiorn clans los afflires du (lit port
pendant le cours des nAgotiait onsqi nouis occunenit.

Jo (lois ajouter en nmcrciusion ; quo si lo Iriom (d "' Gxreytowvn. "d ',pr~s
la lottreo de V. E. du 17 F'Avrier dernieir, est colui qu 'on a doniig A P'Aab-
lissemnout do "1 Sanl Juan do Nicaragua,'' L'ral do Nicaraguia no peut. ad-
rioettre eette modlifieal ion, fii conselitir, ina!grg sos botieos dispositions; 'a
i'e-,ard (ltg~xreln liritanniqule, Acc (1110 le di tabtissenient
collsidem6 coinnme appartonant exrclusivemcn t aux tribuis de Alfosq'/.ito., ari st
quo V. E. a voulu Io c15 laror A inois quo cotte question no soit resotue,
par un arbitre ent connaissance do cause, et auquel cette ni~me question
serait souniise.

Jo no, doute pas, milord, quo ce moyen. sera fa~vorablemont accuelilli par
le gouvornement do S. Mv. cormine le souil 1c pluts A6quitable et le plus propre
pour faire cesser ainicalonment ces difl'6rends, p~usqul'il offre la garantie Ia

plsetficac~e do faire observer ponctuellemnent ce qui viendraitaAeAtre stipul6;
'et si L'arret arbitral 6tait-conformne aux principles soutenuis par le qouverne-nmont do S. Mv. B. tout lo monde sera convaincu quo ce n'est pas a Ia force,
inais a la~mison et A la justice, quo les Etats do Nicaragua et do Honduras
se sont soumis dans la question actuelle.

Cette manifestation franiche convaincra V. E. du soin que Je mets. de
mna part, afin d'artieuor uri arrangement digne do I iltustratioii des deux
pays, et i m~rne temps satisfaisant et honorable pour eux; et qui no pourra
Jamais aLthrer on noen los sentimnons Wd'miti6 et do bonne artnoni6 quleLs
iEtats rmes commettant ottuJoursconserv~satsAoL'o6gAard do la nation Bri-
.tannique; s'eutimeus qui bien -cultiv~s sout et soront do stature A pioduire
oet A fiiire A-Lore d'iumnenses b~ri~ficos pour Pl'ufiani(6 et pour lo comn-
merce universe.

Fort de c'es assurances, V. E. pourrait bien proposer pour sa part, pi
'eUe le juge coinvenable, tout autre imoyen. propre a remnplir ce louable ob-
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jet, persuadee qu'elle doit 6tre que de ma part je me rondrais avec ra pos-
sible eflicacite, a tout ce (qi, saiis entanier l'honneur et la dignii6 des
-dits Eiats, pourrait coitril)uer de quclque rnaniere quc ce soit a resberer
de plus en plus les relations (lini existent avec la Grande Bretagne; rela-
tions auxquelles je fais un appel convenahle, pour esp-eer que le gonu.
verlnerrent de Sa AL. 1'exigera pas autre chose qui pourralt ere consideree.
coninme ciintraire aux droits des dits Etats, en lewr quality de corps poli-
tiques.

Eni attendant la rtponse que V. E. voudra bien me faire parvenir, j'ai
l'honnleur &c., &c.,

FRANCO. CASTELLON..
A Son Excellence Mr. IC MINISTRE DES AkFAI11ES. ETRAiNGERES

de S. All. B.

M1r. Clayton to MIr. Bancrof?.

DEPARTMENT OF STATE,
Wazs/hington, 3May 2, 1849'.

Sta: The President of the United States has for some time viewed
,with anxiety the apparent determination of the British government to
take advantage of the comparative inability of the authorities of Central
Arnerica to repel aggression from abroad, for the purpose not only ot ex-
tending, according to their own pleasure, the limits marked out by the
treaties between Great Britain and Spain for the settlements of British
Sul)jects onl the Atlantic coast of that country, but also for the conver-
sion of those settlements into communities of a character by no means
authorized by thlose treaties. Hitherto, however, lie has abstained'fromn
asking of that government an explanatioll in regard to its measures in
that quarter, in the hope that they still night prove to be consistent with
the obligations of Great Britain under the treaties adverted to; or, if
otherwise, that the differences between the British government and the
Central American authorities, respecting them, would be accommodated
to the satisfaction of all parties. But lie now apprehends that this was
a delusive hope.
The President of the republic of Nicaragua has addressed a comnnu-

nication to the late President of the United States, and the Minister for
Foreign Affairs of that republic has addressed two letters to the late Sec-
retary of State of the United States, reque.1ting the interposition of. this
government, with reference to the seizure aod occupation of the port of
San Juan by the British, on the alleged ground of its being within the;.
dominions of his Majesty the King of the Mosquitos, of whom her Bri-
tannic Majesty is declared to be the protector. This application has led
to an inquiry by the department into the claim set up by the British
government, nominally ill behalf of his Mosquito Majesty; and the con-
clusion arrived at is, that it has no reasonable foundation. Under thlis
conviction, the President can never allow such a pretension to stand in
the way of any rights or interests which the government or citizens of
the United States now possess, or may hereafter acquire, having relation
to the Mosquito share, and especially to the port and river of San Juan de
Nicaragua. lHe is decided in the opinion that that part of the Americaa
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continent having been discovered by Spain and occupied by her, so far as
she deemed compatible with her interests, of right belonged to her; that
the alleged independence of the Mosquito Indians, though tolerated by
Spain, did not extinguish her right of dominion over the region claimed
in their behalf, any more than similar independence of other Indian tribes
did or may now impair the sovereignty of other nations, including Great
Britain herself, over many tracts of the same continent; that the rights
of Spain to that region have been repeatedly acknowledged by Great
Britain in solemn public treaties with that power; that all those territorial
rights in her former American possessions descended to the States which
were formed out of those possessions, and must be regarded as still ap-
pertaining to them, in every case where they may not have been volun-
tarily relinquished or cancelled by conquest, followed by adverse posses-
sion.

Under these circumstances, therefore, after the most deliberate con-
sideration of the subject, the President has decided to present the views
of this government, in regard to it, to the friendly consideration of the
government of Great Britain. In forming this determination, though in-
fluenced by a just sympathy for the injuries which the republic (of Nica-
ragua) would sustain if Great Britain should persist in claiming, directly
or indirectly, dominion over the Mosquito shore, he has not been unimind-
ful of the past policy of this government.
Viewing the importance to both countries of the commerce between the

United States and Great Britain, the President ardently desires that the
relations between the two governments should continue to be of the most
friendly and harmonious character, and should become strengthened with
the advance of tire. Consequently, he is reluctant to take any step
which might lead to a misunderstanding with that government. Believ-
ing, however, that if he were to disregard the appeal of the government
of Nicaragua, he would neglect a plain duty, lhe vill not shrink fromn the
responsibility which the discharge of that duty imposes.
The British government can have no reason to be dissatisfied with our

friendly interposition We scrupulously abstain from internieddling with
the internal policy of foreign countries, and have never been officious in
attempting to interfere with the affairs of other nations.

It is deemed advisable, that, before entering into a written correspond-
ence upon the subject with the British Minister for Foreign Affairs, you
should sound him, in conversation, as to the views and intentions of the
British government in regard to the Mosquito coast: Whether it is in-
tended by that government to set aside a portion of the territory for its
own uses, for any and fbr what reason, and on what principle? Whether
that government claims a right, as ally and protector of the Mosquito King,
to control or obstruct the commerce of the river San Juan de Nicaragua,
or to keep forts or establishments of any kind on its bancs ? What are to
be the boundaries of the territory, and by whose authority have they been
established ? All this should be communicated verbally, in conferences,
with intimations of the inexpediency of any great commercial power
claiming to hold the river, in case it should become a highway for the na-
tions of the earth. Say, in the most friendly manner, that, while we
should look upon the exclusive possession or conimand of such a river
by ourselves as a great evil to us, which would draw upon' us the
jealousy, and ultimately the hostility of the rest of the commercial world,
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we -ought not to consent to its obstruction by any other power ; and, if
you find that he is still unwilling to abandon the British and Mosquito
clain, or to retire from the river and the command of its harbor, then im-
part to him, orally, the views of the President, as conveyed in this des-
patch . You will be careful to assure him that, in questioning the title of
tlie -Mosqu,.o King to the territory clainied. for hlim, this government is
iiot actuated by ambitious mnotives, or by any feeling, in the least, un-
friendly towards Great Britain. We -rq impelled solely by a proper vigi-
lance fbr tfle interests comnrnitted to our charge, and by a due sympathy
for those whose rights we blieve to have been invaded..

If the result of your interview with that functionary should be an im-
pression that his government will not pause or recede iu the steps which
it scerms to l)e taking in. the quarter averted to, you will then address to
him, in the namne of t'iis government, in firmn yet re p)ctfuj1 language, a
formal written protest and renionstrance against themi, and immediately
comi-runicate to this department tl-e result of all your official interposition
and proceedings.

Iii order that youl may possess full knowledge of the views of the
President on this subject, you will herewith receive an extract of a copy
of tlie secret instructions giren to E. George Squier, our present charge
d'aff'aires to Guatemnala, who, whevn you shall be in the receipt of this,
will be on his way to Leon, to negotiate with the government of Nica-
ragita.

It will be expedient to obtain an assurance from the minister from Costa
Rica, now in London, that lie will iiot commrnit tthe Tights of that State by
any convention with Great Britain. A session to Great Britailn of her
territory south of the river Sain Juan de INicaragua might seriously em-
barrass us. No British forts or British possessions should exist on the
right or left baxkc of thme river. Warn the minister of Costa Rica to make
no coninion, cause with Great Britain by the cession of anmy partpf her
territory, or any rights over it. The safety of every American State,
whether in North or South America, will require of it to yield no further
to foreign aggression.

I am, sir, &c.,
JOHN M. CLAYTON.

GEORGE BANCROFT, Esq.

Mr. Bancroft to Mr. Clayton.

[Extracts.]

UNITED STATES LEGATION,
London, May 30, 1849.

The minister of Nicaragua, Mr. Castellon, is at this moment in Italy.
So, too, is Mr. Marcoleta, the able representative of Nicaragua at Brussels
and Paris. Lord Palrnerston has sent to that legation another letter, which
is described to me as very short alnd decided, renewing, in the very same
words, the view contained in that of the 17th February last, of which I
i)rwarded you a copy withr my No. 12'3. I cannot easily get a copy of
the new note till Mr. Castellou returns.
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I lhavle seen tho minister of Costa Rica, whom I know very well, and
have questioned him very minutely as to the state of the relations of
Costa Rica with Great Britain. He has renewed to me the assurance
that that relation is at present one generally of friendship, and nothing
more. I could see, however, the reserved purpose of invoking the pro-
tection of Great Britain, in case Nicaragua should make a war on Costa
Rica. You know they have a strife about boundaries, which I have
always advised them to settle. The Costa Rican minister assured Me that
lie has full powers from his government to come to a settlement, but
neither Mr. Castellon nor Mr. AMarcoleta has such full powers. I have
endeavored to ascertain the na'iture of' the dispute, and find that a part of
the -elairm of Costa Rica rests on nothing historical, bAt only on the con-
venience of the natural boundary of the river San Juan. If your diplo-
matic agent in Central America could. induce the several provinces to
come to an understanding about their respective boundaries, a great point
would be gained. 1 anticipate no difficulty in inducing the minister of
Costa Rica at London to give timde for such an effort.

There exists also a treaty of commerce and navigation as yet unratified
between Nicaragua and Belgium. The King of the Belgians was also
invited to be interested in the establishing of a colony in Nicaragua, but
his intervention was claimed as the condition of the grant of lands, and
naturally the King of the Belgians would not undertake the protection of
Nicaragua against the encroachments of Great Britaini.

But the grave subject for discussion is with Great Britain, in reference
to its intrusion into Central America as the protector of the so-called -Wing
of the Mosquitos. On this subject I could have no better guide than
your despatch of the second of May, which, from its clearness and pre-
cision, its firmness and its manifest desire to come to a just understanding
with Great Britain on this subject in a friendly way, leaves nothing to be
desired. You may assure the President, that, in my conversations with
Lord Palmerstoir, and with such other members anid supporters of this
government as it may be proper to speak with, I shall govern myself
exactly by the instructions which you have communicated ; and I shlall
do so with the more cheerfulness, as those instructions correspond with
my own views of the duty of our country on this occasion. They are
so founded in justice and moderation, that, if they are consistently and
inflexibly adhered to, the President may be sure of not corning in con-
flict with the judgment or the interests of the impartial in England
while he will have the good wishes of all other maritime powers on his
side. It may, however, in any event, be best for me to prepare and pre-
sent (' the protest or remonstrance" to which you refer. TIthe conversa-
tions which you so properly instruct me previously to hold can only
smooth the way for that paper, so that it may not come upon the ministry
suddenly; but unless the views of the American government are ulti-
mrately communicated to the British government in writing, they will not
have the weight or the formality which the President desires. A protest,.
after all, in but a solemn 0' claration of opinion; and that declaration need
not, of itself, assume the existence of an antagonist opinion.
Lord Palmerston is gone out of tow:L for the Whitsuntide holidays;

on his return I will enter upon this business, of the importance of which
I aim fully aware.

1 am, sir, &c.,
GEORGE BANCROFT.
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JURE 1, 1849.
P. S.-Mr. Wheelwright, of the British company of steamers oln the Pa-

cific., made an arrazigelnleilt with M1. Castellon, ona the 16th of February,
18419, to send a cornplnvr ofengineers, then at Liimaor Valparaiso, to make a
survey of the river, lake, and isthmus of Nicaragua. rphe contract con-
tained a cduditiontal grant of the exclusive right to construct a railway or
catnal connecting the two oceans. Mr. 'Wheelwright left England on the
17th of I'February for Nicaragua to obtain the ratification of this contract
by the government of Nicaragua.
On Mr. Castellon's return, I will try to send you a copy of the contract.

Mr. Bancroft to Mry7. Clayton.

(Extract.]

UNITED STATES LEGATION,
London, June 29, 1849.

0A* * * *

The Mosquito affair is of much more importance, and yet- there I ann
sure we shall succeed if we proceed rightly. I have already talked on the
subject with several of the ministers, and have asked of' Lord Palmnerston
au interview. He is in no haste to converse about Nicaragua, partly
because he is at work night and day preparing for publication an immense
mass of papers on the affairs of northern Italy, and fbr that end shmus
every interruption. The minister of Nicaragua has returned to London,
anrd assures me that he will remain firm.

Mar. Bancroft to Mr. Clayton.

[No. 143.] UNITED STrATEs LEGATION,
London, Auzgust, 1849.

Sin: Believing that the time had now arrived when it became proper
on the part of the President of the United States to present his views to
the British government oln the subject of its occupation of the port of San
Juan de Nicaragua, I was engaged in finishing the paper when I received
your letter of recall. Sensible of the confidence reposed in me by your
despatch No. 55 and its enclosures, I yet deem it now not proper to pre-
sent the paper which I had prepared after much consideration; and I now
confine myself to a concise report of the present state of the business.

During the debates in the House of Commons on the miscellaneous
estimates, an appropriation for a charge, growing out of the crowning at
Jamaica of the so-called King of the Mosquitos, was asked for, and voted
amidst laughter. When a member seriously objected that this interfer-
ence. might give umbrage to the United States, tic House perceived that
the subject was one which merited serious consideration.
Your directions to me were to proceed in the first instance by conver-

sation. I have done so, governing myself by the language and spirit of
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your despatch. Lord Palmerston was not inclined to a conversation with
mne oil the subject of Central America, but sought rather to keep the Uni-
ted States at a distance on the question, and to bring the powers of Ceni-
tral America to an immediate or early acquiescence in Ifis arrangeixients.
Nevertheless, I obtained an interview, though not till iftwr repeated soli-
citations. To miy direct question, If the British government designed to
appropriate to itself the towrn of San Juan de Nicaragua, or .any part of the
so-called Mosquito territory? lie answered emphatically, "No; you know
very well we have already colonies enough." The remark was just.
The masses of the British colonies. are becoming relatively too weighty
for the central government. British statesmen perceive it; and one eve-
ning, when the ownership of Vancouver's island was the subject of de-
bate in the House of Commons, the House was counted out, so indifferent
were the members to the whole question. I could not but proceed and
ask Lord Palmerston, In whose hands is San Juan de Nicaragua at this
time? He replied, " For the present, in those of English commissioners."
Is not this, then, I said, an occupation by England? His answer was,
"'Yes, but this occupation is temporary."
Having your despatch in my hand, I very concisely gave him reasons

on which the opinion rests, that there is no such body politic as the king-
dom of the Mosquitos; that, if there were, its jurisdiction does not reach
to the river San Juan; and even if it did, that no right of exercising a pro-
tectorate belongs to Great Britain.

Without entering into any argument, he replied, that Costa Rica might
claim San Juan as well as Nicaragua. And he did not in the least dis-
guise his strong disinclnation to restore the port; insisting, however, that
any purposes the United States might have in reference to connecting the
two oceans by a commercial highway, would be better promoted 1)y the
policy which he is pursuing than in any other -way. And, in reference
to the whole subject, his words were, "you and we can have but one
interest.''
The interview was very short, and came to an end abruptly, as he was

summoned to a cabinet meeting; and he has shown no desire to renew it.
T'he next day I asked the minister of Costa Rica if his country had

.ever claimed the port of San Juan. He said never; it claimed only the
southern barnk of the river. The port of San' Juan had always belonged
to the province or State of Nicaragua.
While Lord Palmerston did not invite me to renew the subject with

him, he had a long interview with Mr. Castellon and M1r. Marcoleta, con-
versing with them for two hours in Spanish, which language he-speaks
extremely well. The substance of his remarks to them was, that' England
desires to cultivate friendly relations with Nicaragua, but at the same time
is determined not to restore the port of San Juan.
Mr. Castellon, on the eve of his departure for his country, addressed

me a note, insinuating the idea of the annexation of Nicaragua to the
United States. Scrupulous not to involve the administration of the. Pres-
ident, I could have wished the letter had been addressed to Washington;
but I thought anl instant answer essential, and I therefore sent him, on
the 14th ot July, a note of which I enclose a copy. I trust it will seem
to you precisely such as yoii could have wished and would have directed,
had there been time to consult you.

Onl the 13th of July Lord Palmerston addressed a formal note to Mr.
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Castellon, who had already left England, containing an elaborate argu-
ment against the right of Nicaragua to the port of San Juan. I obtained
a copy of this important note a few days ago, and I now seind it you.
Meantime, Lord Pahlmerston invited Mr. Marcoleta to aln interview with

him, and, I aine'told, proposed a general settlement of all questions be-
tween. the so-called Mosquito government, Costa Rica, and Nicaragua.
TVo this, I understand tile agent of Nicaragua replied, that he could not
recognise the kingdom of Mosquito, and, of a consequence, could not treat
with it.
The Nicaraguan minister now proposes arbitration. Should this be re-

fiused, Nicaragua must submit, unless it can rely on the prompt exertion
of the influence of the United States.

This, 1 believe, is all I need say on the subject. Were I to add any
suggestion, it would be, that greater difli culties await you in bringing the
States of Central America to reasonable and harmonious views, and a
friendly union, than need be apl)rehended here, if such union existed.

Copies are annexed of various letters and documents pertaining to this
subject.

I am, sir, sincerely yours,
GEORGE BANCROFT.

[Enc'osres.]

1. Copy of a letter from Mr. Castellon to Lord Palmerston, dated January
20, 1849.

2. Copy of a letter from same to same, February 9, 1 S49.
.3. Copy of a contract between Mr. Castellon and Mr. Wheelwright, dated

February 16, 1849.
4. Copy of a letter froml Lord Palmerston to Mr. Castellon, dated Febru-

aiy 17, 1S49.
5. Copy of a letter from Mr. Castellon to Lord Palmerston, dated March

5,, 1849.
6. Copy of a letter from Mr. Vaudes Weyer to the Belgian Minister for

Foreign Affairs, dated March 7, 1849.
7. Copy of a letter from Mr. Castellon to Lord Palmerston, dated March

19, 1849.
8. Copy of a treaty of Nicaragua, Honduras, and Salvador with Belgium,

March 27, 1849; signed but not ratified.
9. Copy of a letter from Lord Palmerston to Mr. Castellon, dated April

26, 1849.
10. Extract from a debate in the House of Commons, July 8, 1849.
11. Copy of a report on the state of affairs of. Nicaragua, by Mr. Castel-

lo', July 7, 1849.
12. Copy of a letter from Mr. Castellon to Mr. Bancroft, dated July 9,
18491..
[Memorandum.-The protest to Lord Palmerston of July 9, con-

tained in this paper, was never sent to Lord P.
13: Copy of a letter from Mr. Castellon to Mr. Bancroft, dated July 12,

1849.
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14. Memorandum of Mr. Castellon preparatory to a conversation with

LJord Palmerston,. July 12, 1849.
15. Copy of a leiter from Mr. B~ancroft to Mr. Castellon, dated July 14,

.1849.
16. Copy of -a letter from Lord.-Palmnerston to Mr. Castellon, dated July

16, 1849.
17. Copy of a- letter from Lord Palmerston to Mr. Castellon, dated July

17, 1849.

No. 1.

LoNDRES, le 20 Jannier, 1849.
MILORD: Lo SOU.Ssign.6, charge par los groUvernioniens do Nicara-tia et

do 1-LondUras do rep; senter tours droits respectifis, -rolativernent ,an terri-
toire et au port do San. Juan, occup6 le 1" Janvier, .1848, par des forces
Britanniques, aun oni du chief dos Mosquitos, a I'lionnour d'adresser 'A
V. E. cette communication, pour l'acquittor de la mission qui lui a k
coiifi~o, et dans laquolle il a pour buit .16;noa-tre-r: 11r l_,os motifs que les
dits gopivernoi'nents ont eu pour so refitser A r6connaitre l'ind~lpendance
dos Indiens Miosquitos, et pour no point consoiltir au d~mninibrornent doe
leuir territoiro an profit do ces tribus. 2,1- L'oflbnso flaite ii Cos deLuX 6ats
eni emiployant des rnesures co6reitivos pour occulpor le lport do San Juan,
et en n46,onnaisanit les ciroits (dont its dfaiciit en: possession patcificjno
juisqu'au I-' Janvier,- 1,848; ainsi cqic la justice dont its appiuyaient toni1's
reclauinationis. 3 - Los avantage~s quo le commiterce g6116ral, e~t_ CetUi do
la Grande Brotagne eii partictulier, ralpportoraient do la conclusion, ai nabte
do ces difi'~rends au inoyen dWuI traitt6 qui, bas6 stir dos prinicipes do r6-
ciproeit6, pfit r~serrer do p~lus en iplus los relations 6tablies ontre Los (:leutx
pays.

11e soussign6 d~nmeure convaincu quo S. E. Monsieur le Vicomnte do
Pahnerston voudra Wien prkter au content do cette depeclie t'attentionl
s6ribthse qu'elte mnrite, et quo to gouivernoinent do S. M. pro n'dra, d'accord
avec los principes do justice et d'eqiiit6, uno decision. tello qui puisse
horiorer A jatnais son nomW, et dine (d0 Ia nation qu'it repro ontit; unto d
cision, enfin, capable do restriendtre to naimud do 1'aniiti6 et do Ia concorde
entre t6s dits 9tats et le peuple Britannique.

R{elativemient an 111 Point, le soussigne' ro s'est point propose d entrer
dans uneodigression mninUtieU.Se,puis qu',it a 6t6 dejA dit. et 6crit tout cc!
qui 6tait do nature A 6claircir ulie question aussi grave; son but est do
rappeler: ler. Los coiltestatiorns qui furent &1-iaig6es en 1822, entre los
agens de. S. M. B. et le gouivernemenet do la r~publique do IGolom1fbie rota-
tivemnent'a t'ordre quo cc diernier publia to 9 Mai do la ni~me ann~e afin
do regler.le commerce avec los c6tes inculttes do Mosquitos. 2 ',! Les
pr~Iirninaires -qui servirent do base 'an traits conciu to IS Avrit, 1S25
entree Ila dite r~publiqUe Ct le gouvernerrent do la Grande. Bretagne.
3mL.-. Les contestations changes entro le charge d affairss do S M. B. en
Colorbie et le gouvornement Colonmbien, relativerrnent At I'article 9 du
traits quo ce dornior gouivernement concin to 15 Mai, 1S25 avec la rg-
publique do 1'Am~6rique Centrale. In.. Los pr6liminaires. dn traits quo
sous le rogue do S. M. Gteorge IV. furent poses par le, gouverneiont
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-Blritauinique, et par Mr. Zohadua, en 1826. omfi. Les commnunicatioiis
a(Ire~sss en 1S30 par le gouvernornent fl6cral au suijet de I'occupation de
do 1' Ic Rtoatan; occupation qui d'aprecs le surintendont de Belice eat
lieu Ct1inA du gouxv-ienernct de la Grande lBreta.-ne. 6GflL Cblles qui
furent 6changksenotrc consul-g~ri~ral. lritannique a Guatemala,. et le
minitrede~alrinvsiotrng~ du gouverneirient agt6naI, relativemenet t

la dcuxit~me dnasondeile de Roatan en 1839. 711"" Cellos que, Ie 16
Octo'bre, 1841, eurent lieu entre le gouverrirncnt de Nicaragua et le con-
sul IBritanniqiie, Mr. Chatfield, relativenment aux proc~d~s de Mr. M1ac-
donald, surintendent do Belice, envors Mr. Quijano, adyninistrateur dii
port do Sani Juan, quti ernprisonn6 6 bord do la frigate le Tweed, et
amnend au cap de Gracias Ai D.ios, ffit contraint do signer le document qui,
sous le No. 6, ii 66 ins&6i daris la correspondencee rvspectnr, tMe Mfosqu to
territory, prese'n'ted to the Ho~use of Jomm~fons in J7uly, 1.848. Sme. Les
communications qui sur ce dernier objet fuirent encore adress~es, Ic 13
Septcn-ibre et le 16 OIctobre do La mrn'ne aznn~e par los Etats doe Costa
Rica et de Nicaragua 6 S. E. M. le ministre des afl'aires 6irang~res
do S. Al. 13. pour deinander la punitio.n des agens qui insult~rent P'admin-
istrateur, Mr. Quijano, et viol~rent l'integritt6 du irritoire. 9rne. Cell-CS
que Ic 9 JUill, 1843, Ic 31 Mai, 1844,et lc '23 Avril, 1848, furent adre'ss~es
au mhinistre Britanniquc par M1r. Mosquera, ministry plkiipotenitiaire do la
r('punliq-uc de Ia Nouvello Gi4'6nade, relativoeniet aux-actes qui furent cx-
erces par ces memcs agens sur le territoiro corn pr-is depuis le cap do Gra-

cas 1)tios jusqu'a' la boca del Toro. 10'e' La r~lamnation quo le sons-
sign6 adlressa do Biruxelles Ic 25 Septonibre, 1844, A Il'hoiorable L.ord
Aberdeen, qui 6tait alors mninistre des affaires 6trang~res, au sujet do I'oc-
cupation do Bluefields, et pour demander, non seulenient Ia reconnais-.
sance des droits de l'etat, mais encore la puissante protection du gou-
vornement do S. M. afin quo ces droits fussent dor~navant rospect6s par
los autres nations. 11,1"- Les communications quo d~s Paris fiurent
adress~os par le m~me Ic 16 Octobre, 1844-, relativernent au blocus 6tabli
la nx~me annee an port do San Juan de Nicaragua; et finalernent, toutes
los'de'peches 6chiang~es entre le gouvernemont do Nicaragua et Messieurs
Chiatljeld, 'Walker, et 'autres agens, dont quelques-unes ont 6t6 publi~es
dans la con-es~pondenwe resp~ecting the Mlosquito territory, dont ii a dej6 & 6
mention.

Toutes ces pieces serviront i d~montrer do la *manik~e Ia plus pr6cise:
ler. uOw lo gouvornernent do I'Am.6ique Ceiitrale et ceux do Colombie et
do la Nouvelle Gr6nade, losquels croyaient avoir dornainie Sur la c6tc do
Mosquitos, W'ont jamais en la moindrec ide6 do Ilexistence d'un, pouplo so
donnant lui-m~me le titre do nation ou 6tat, Sur Ie territoire do ce norn.
2mne. CQu'ils ignoraient encore quo los relations do cc peuplo avec la Grande
B~rctagne fussent plus 6troitos quo cellos qui naturellernont ont dfi con-
server et continuer los gouvernemnents ot los habitans do ces. r~publiques;
encore momns quo Ie gouxvernemenit do S. M. -B. efit reconnu 1'ind6pend.
anc~e et la souverain&t6 des tribus nomades do Mosquitos, an prejudice des
droits quo cos r6publiques, qui 6taient en relation avec la Grande Bre-
tagne depuis'leur 6mandipation avaient Stur ces Indiens, non seuleniont
parcequ'its avaient Wt sous la domination do l'Espagne jusqu'6' l'ainnde
1821, 6poquo do Ia d6claration do l'ind6pendance do l'Am~riqute, mais
encore parceque n'ayant pas do capacit6 politique, ni gouvernemont r~gu-
lier, ni lois propres, ainsi qUo le veut le droit international, its dovaient
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ktre vnsidli'~s commie d~jandents du souiverain dut torrit6ire qu'ils-occn.
parit; parceque, les, Indiens, loini d.habiter ces r~gions,- n'ort fait quo
Lsparcourir, ce qui. sous atucin rapport, ne constitue pas uni droit de

possession. 3"ne Quo la r6corinaissanice de l'indh~pemdance des Mosqui-
tos par la Grande Bretlagiie est r6cente ~et Tmemoe posterieuro A des certaims,
noctes.~ par lesqucis le goumvernen-nent de S. M. avait expressrnient rccennu
les droits des dites r~publiques sur ceom~rm territoiro de Mosquitos, saris
quo jarnais it oefit fait cornprendre 1'existelice d'un trait6- entre la, Grande
Brotagne et cees tribius. 4,,, Quoi ces rylines tribus nWont jarnais fait con-
naitro aux Etats (le l'AmeriqUe Contraic, ii rm~ne A la r~publique de la
Nouvelle Gr~riade, leur intention d'ktre emancip6cs; qu'ils n'ont ou de
communications 6tablies jusqlu'Ah ces dorniors telups; 'et quo cellos qui
ornt derniiierment exist6es Wont ou lieu quo par l'entrernise do quelques
sujots Britanniques itablis dans cos c6tes sous La protection que Los lois
do cos fVtats ac-Cordent, A tout ceux qui voudraiont s'&tablir dans 16 pays
(lois do l'Assernibi.e Nationale Constituente, du 24 FMrier, 1824) qu'il
n'existe aticun pr~cedent, ni aucun acted dont onl puiisse tirer I'inductioii
du d~sir do. ces Itidieris d'&ro emancipees et do former un Etat a part,
a1insi J'Wit 6tait rational sicsCOSrnems tribus avaierit L'aptitude ot la capa-
cit6 do~former un corps politique en rotation avoc coux do l'Am&ique
et dent onl pfit citer pIusiOurs oxemplos; ot finalemont, quo nialg; 6 tout
coLA, los ~-tats do l'Amrnique Centralo no so sonit point ret'us&s A entrer
dans des arrangements~airnablos A cot egarci, moycunjiart la puissauite ill-
tervention dii gouvernoinent do S. M. B., ot a cause des relations et do la
bonne intelligence qui doivout toujours oxister entre los deux pays.

Ces pr~c~dents 6tablis, it ien strait pas difficite do remplir 15objot dui
2'- point cque le soussigrl6 s'est propose do dernontrer; A savoir: qu'en
craptoyant la force pour occuper le port de San Juan. et autres parties du
territoiro do la c6te ito Mosquitos, it a 6tA fait aux t~tais do Nicaragua et. de
Hondtiras uric ofibnse qui dernainde une just r6paration.

Effectivemerit, si J.ou examine la question sous tous les rapports, si
des pr~ce'dent~s ktablis ou chorche Al firer une con-s quince logique, exacte,
just, et iinpartielte., telto qu'on doit 1'esp6ror-d'un gouivernement 6olair6,
on verra quo los ~tats do Honduras et do Nicaragua Wiont jarnais donn6
lieu a e'tre traits en enernis par le gouvernernent do S. M. B.; tinais bien
au conitraire, its ont des titres suffisants pour qu-'ils ptuissent esp~rer d'6tre
traits avec la consideration qui est dfieA- des 9tats qui ont constarnrncnt
donn6 des preuves do tour amour pour la justice, do leur respect aux prin-
cipes du droit international, de leur d6sir ardent de conserver la paix avec
touts les nations, do Lour disposition Ai cuttiver avec la Grande Bretagne
des-relations d'arniti6, et do tour d~frence envers le gouvernement de
S. M. B. Leur conduite dans la question actuelle en est la preuve la plus
Lalatante.
Toujours constants pour d~feiidre leurs droits, its olut onpLoy6 le tan-

gage quo la justice inspire'toutes los fois qu'il. y a violation des sages
mraximes qu 'elle 6tablit pour la conservation des ,socikt6s; mais toujours
d'une mani~re respectueuse et polio vis-a-vis du gouvornement d'une na-.
tion dont les sentiments ne pouvaient pas donner lieu 'a des actes qui
naturotlement ont dfi excitor uln juste ressentim'ent. O'est pour colA& qu'ils
fl'ont jamais. cru quo do tots proc~d6s pussent 6maner directement du gou-
vernemnent do S. M., et its ont toujours, conserv6 L.'espoir qu'on rendrait A
la fin justice a tours sentimens.
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Le soussign,& a d6ji't d6rnontr6 que les Eta% -de Nicaragua et de 110n.

duras ont eu des motifs pour se refer it 1'econnaitre lestribus d.p. Mosquitos
cornme motion independante; et de leur conduite .)it petit d6duire: ler. QUIil
y a mic question pr6alable & debattre. 21111-'- Que cette -question est ulle
question de droit intematimial, et Rarconsequent. qu'elle iie, doit 6tre txaii6e
que, par les movens quo ce droit a etablis. 3-111-- Qu,. ces Etats avant pro.POS6 ces 111n.vens avant Poccupation de San Juan, il ri'y avait, pas ie i potirenmiover 16galement eemx de la force aux(juels oil lie pent pas recourir
qtilapr6s avoir epuist, A les premiers: "La tiature ne nous dorine pas le
droit de recourir A la force, que IA o. les moyens d6ux et pacifiques sorit
inefficaces."
La force de ces observatiotis device plus gratide encore si Pon coms;id6re,ail],';i (IWOn doit le faire, que dans 1'etat, actual. cetto question est assez

douteuse 11'elle nl. lie pour que Jos E'lats de Nicararua et de Honduras
crussent de IeUl' devoir ckler aux exigotices deS a-eiis (le S. M. B.; m6me
en sulyposam que ceux-ci etissent agi d'ap-62, cles ordres sup6rieures, its
auraient rA eriiplow;r des moyetis raisonwAleS 1)01.ird6batcre, pour L1.6.11itter,
Ou ponr transiger CO d1fr6rend.
Uest aitisi que I'Espagi)e et I'Aii-leterre ont traits les affairs avoc leurs

colonie-s respective, dout l'imi6i)eliclailco lie felt point recomme quail
moy-en (le Pintervention urticale d',111tres puissayice-s; et (rest aiusi que
toutes le.,; natiolls olit I'llabitude 'do couper Court leurs, diff6rends toutes
les fois que, par mallieur du genre humam, cee diff6re.wds vierinem A
su rg i i-. Nicaragua et Honduras avaieiit doric, des i-iiotifis pour croire quela i&)Intiori prise par le cabhiet de S. Al. B. ii'6tait poiiit d6i'mitive, gur-
tout lors (ILIe S011 intervention ri'avait p,)ur objet (41.le de prot&ger et d"11).
puyer les tribes do Alosquitos; hiterventioii et appi-ii (ILI'011, I)OIIV,'Iit CC)1'1-
Sid6rer Ot peiije conirne le r.sultat des w-eux exlwirn6, par ceb m6uies trikis,
dont la capacity politique Wavait pas iri6iiie 6t6 reeowitw, par le cabinet
131-itannique.

L'Atlas de Londrr,.s du 26-Septembre, IS40, en partaiii de I'6-migration
4 la c6te de Alosquitos, s'exprimait, ainsi:

11 Nous avoijs pris des reuseignemetits, relativerie-iit A cette affaire, et
11(tis Sornilles 1111toris6s A (16 -.1arer que la oou-irnissiatj exl:6116c par le sur-
-intendent de Belice Wavait pohit rescue la sanc-timi da gouvememeut; et
que CelUi-Ci Wetilend ptas devc-'.1m. respotisable des vircoustances pouvai-
ent .tro, plae,&,s lt.,s,,,;Ujets Britaiiiiiqties qu'on pousserait a elivgrer a la c6te
de 'Nlosquitns."

.)ii petit d6 tire restiltat (le la proclamation public le 19 Avril,
1S41, par Monsietir MaWonald, retativemetit, a la commission don't it s'a.
en d6clarant que le gouverneinent de S. M. 13 avait des raisons et des 11,110-

tifs puissants -pour caser celte convnissim, et que les ictes qui ea avaient
W 14 -suite ne devaie-ut pas M-v considgr&v contme aytint plus (le poids et
.T.Ius (le force qu'its awraient eus sa,,s 61re appuyes Sur une aulorisaiion
emianee du gouvernernent de S. IVI. la Reine; et en virtue (le laqUelle les
editetirs; de la Gazette de Belice d6clamient, dans le No. 7 du 24 Avril,
IS47, que 11 tout cc qui se serait fitit, par le roi de Mosquitos devait 6tre
entend re comme 6manant de sa propre autoriti-, come princeind6pendant."si:tout ceci ajoutait une notivelle force aux droits; de. Nicaia Lia

I
9

et de Honduras, daris la question de Mosquitos, pour se refuse a, recon-
naitre ces Indiens, conime nation hid6pendante et pour s'afrerinir dans
letir autorit6 Sur c(,- territoire, ces dro'its devenaient plus grand 'encore
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Relativementfux rkclarnatioihs quo, ces 6tats dovaient 6lever lors do Voccu.-

,tion dii port do San Juati, dont ils 6taient en possession depuis de'
Poalgues~antl(es, possession qui ne ffit jamais contest~e jusqu'au 25 Octo..
bro. 1848, 6poque dawis laquelle on inftima an nomn dii pr6t ndu *roi de
Mosquitos, 1'evacuialtion do ce port. Voici los motifs do cette assertion,
Dai'es Phypotbe'se, mn~mu do l'oxistence, doefait on do droit, de La nation
Mosquito, ii est hors do doute' que les limits du tetritoire en question
n'oii1t jarnats 6t fixes par la conclusion d'auicun traits 'entre les deux
gotivcrnemens. Cos lijnites sont si obscures et si incertaines qu'il serait
diffiefle do los dofinir, uirnt-oen pratiquanit urne reconnaissance niinutiouse
du territoire et en seorapportatit itripartiellernent 6 I'histoire; it fallait done
rccoluir a un uabitrago auquel cetto question pourrait 6tre s~ouiniso. Cette
diflicutte ri'a pas e6t6 serilornnt reconnue par 'Les Etats do Nicaragua et
,deIo riduras, c ir les nienibres qui composaieoletI Conseil do la'Jama'ique,
dans Le" rapport- qu'ils adress~rent le~16 .Juillot, 1 774, an Lioutenant
Gouiverneur, Mr. Dalling, rolativernont ~i la c~to de Mosquitos, it 6tait dit:
"Los Ifinites do la. c6te do Mo,,iu itos nouis los trbuivonls difficiles a fixer

d'utie maniere pr6cise;" et quoiqu'ils Arnirent L'avis que ces' limits
s'ktoudont depuis le, cap do Honduras jusqu'-, la branches septontrionale
-du flIeuve do Sm'. Juan de Nicaragua, cet- avis do nie'me quo celuii de
plusiours autres.6rivains Britanniquos qui ont traits la questions du-terri-
tome do Mosquitos, no~ pouit pas ktre impartial, surtout lorsqueo le gouverne-
ionert do S. M.L B. y apres une part active, et uo saurait pas 6tro admnise
d6ffiiitivemient apr~s qii'on- en aurait fait u~n s~rieux'exarnen. A. Lappui
de ce qui vient d'6tre expose, i1110 sera. pas hors de propos'entrdr dans
finc digression.'

L'aintear do LPouvrag-e institut6."1 Tbe BiritishEEmpire in America,"'pub.
Ii~c 1741; dit, on parlantdes Mosquitos: "1Ces Indiens habitent un pays
marecageux daris une baie sablorineuse, anud&hl dai cap de Gra'cias a
Dios, non loin do la baic do Car'npkche."

'L'Auteur do l'Atlas G~ograpilique d'Edinburg dit: "La, portion do ter-
ritoiro connu sons le nomn do Mosquito, est sitne le -long do Ia c6te sep.
tentrionale et Oriental- do Honduras."

Fardon, geographe de S. M. B., dans la carte qu'il 'publia en 1787 i
la suite dui traiti do 17S3 et de la convention do 17S6 ontro la Grande
Brwtognie et l'Espagne, indique le territoire do Mosquitos dopuis lo cap do
Honduras, au 160 do latitude jiord, jusqu'au fieuve-de Puntagorda. an nord.
dui fleavo de-San Juan.
Le Dictiojn nair-e G~ographiquie, public6 6i Barcelona en 1821, parlant do

MN.osquitos, -dit: "CoG sont des Indiens do Ia partie orientalo do Guatemala
A PEI2. do Honduras, et anu.N.E. do Nicaragua entro los 110 16' latitude
N. ot 790 82' longitude O. La baie do Mosquitos, qui fait partie do la
mfer des Antilles, entoure ce pays an N. et i P'E. On.y trouve les baies
dle Cartag'o, d 'Arenas, le lao des- Perles~ la baie do' Bluefields', et an N.E.
lo ca~pGracias di Dios. La partie occidbntale do do pays' ost sillon6e -de
tiombionses ramifications doe la cordili~re ceontrale do jGuatemala. Los
fieuves les plus consid~rablos qui la coupent sont coux de -Bluefields',
appeL6 dans sa parties 8up~rieure, la. Nouvelle Segov'ie;' lo grand fleuve des
Perles, Ie Fougla, le. Tar~a, et celui' do Povesas, -tons tributairos 'do la mer
'des Antilles."

Et quoique d'autres auteurs donnent mne 6tenduo- pins grandae "a ce
territoire en maifquant' ses linmitos depuis -le cap do Gracias, an', nord,
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juisqu'Ai San Juan au suid, cette divergence d'opinion-9 vient ellc.674q
a~joute tInI nouveau froids 4 la difficnilt.6 de prkciser cros lirinites; uibmo~ %Iw
consoltant ces 6&rivains o6Y est frapp6 d'itne contradiction -rernarqnuiblo.
.Ahisi, tandlis, qu'ils -avancont Wun c6te qpie le, pays (des TAIosqu'ito's s'etond
depui-s le cap do Gracias (i Dios ,jusqu'au fleuive de Sran Juan; ils affirrnciit
Wd'in autro que la province (10 Nicaragua cotnfine, 6 1'.E. avec la yiner At-
lantique; ce qui no pont pas e'tre adiriis Yric~no dlans Ia preri-i~re hypothe'ski,
car alors on devrait donner pour lirinites, do- c6t6 le~xrni~e territoire de-
Mosqui-to s.
Le SOSiD no pent pas s'emp~cher do continuer A Tapporter les opin-

ions d'autrcs auteurs connus, et quoiqu'a -regret, it continue A Vraiter uno
quesi on do Ia plus haute gravit(6 pouar son gouvernernoent.

Mr. R. Brooks, dznis son CJon eitdious 6Geog-raphical Diclio~icry, pub.
li- i Londres en 1815, dit: "4Nicaragua est tine0 prov-ince de Mexique dan),
le rovaurno (le Guateinala; sOS litnites sont: du c~te du nordy Honduras;
du c 'te de IE., l'ocean Atlant quo; dii ccito du S.E., Costa Ricai et du
c6te du S.0., Ia Mer Pacifique.''

Mr. Mdiguel Gonzales Saravia, administrateur de- Nica-fagu~a, dmas son
exquise politique- et stati,4tiquei d .! cette provinicey forui6e en 418-"3M dit:
99LCs liiiites (le Nicaragua soni: au N. It, golfe d'Aniapala, qui entouse,
en artic ces c~tes et qui reqoit tous sos plus granids fleuvesy la province
de Honduras et les Monitagnes et territories habit6s par des Indiens inisou-
mi.s, jusqutf la c6te des Mosquitos; Al'E. Ia nier des Antilles; aun S.-la
province.do Costa Rica, dont la lignoe divisoire est Ie fletive du Salto daina
le gol-fe de Nicoya; 6 l'0. Ia wer Parifique.'

Mr. Juarros, dans son Histoire do Gluatemnala, dans laquelle M~r.f Chat-
field, consul g~n~ral de S. NM. B., s'appuie danis son rapport du 15 Avril,
-1847, dit do mrnie A la page 60 de edition Anglaise, pubUi6 par Mr.
Bailey: "1Les limites do Nicaragua sont: au. N. los provinces do Hoi.duras
et do Tologalpa; A lIT. Ia mier Atlantique; au S. I Etat do Costa Rica et
lamer Pacifique; et A 1'0. le district de Tegucigalpa."
Uu autre dictionnaire de g6ographie, public A' Barcelona en 1S,'1, par

une societ6 do litterateurs Espagnols, et dont ilautorit6 no pourrait &tre
douteuiso par les opinions qu'ils ont 6niisesy relativornent a Mosquitos,
dit: "1Nicaragua, 6tat situ6 dans la partie S.E. do la T~publiqiue appel~e
Guatemala, entre los 100 35' et les 140 latitude N. et entre les 85 lioues
longitude 0.; c'ost un 6.tat, s6pax6 do Honduras par, la cordiliero centrale
do Guatemala; et dui torritoire do Mosquit ~s piar la fieuve Nouvelle Sego.-
vie; ses lirnites sont: A P'E. la mer des Antilles; an S. IlEtat do Costax
Rica, dont los fronti~res sont forni~s 6 IE. par le fleuvo Color-ado, et ft
1'0. par Porto Culebra, et au 5.0. et & 1P.0. -le grand ocean. 6quinoxial."
La Popular Encyclopedia, on soit le dictionnaire g~n~ral des arts, des

sciences,,etc., publi6 derni~rement i Londros, dans le.vol1. 5, partio 11
dit:c"Les limits de Nicaragua, 'un--des 6tat~squi coinposent l'Arnrique
Centrale, sont: a l'E. la mer deg Caribes; a 1'O. la mor Pacifiqie;'an N.
1'Etat'do Honduras; et au S. celui do Costa Rica."'
*Si,, d'un autro c6t6, nous cherchons los limits qui s~parent lo territoire
ae qMosquitos do 1'Etat do Honduras, nlous iouverons quo leur~d~marea-
-tio~n nWest pas moins difficile. Sans s'appuyer sur autre autorit6 quo
colle doe Juarros, Si appreciate par les agens do S. M. B. qui ont 6crit suir
cette question,. je no crois pas me tromper en assuIrant que le cap de
Gracias fi Dios, loin do former une partie du torritoiro de Mosquitos, il est,
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tla toujours 6t6 consid6i,6, conime un district du dit Etat, dont les

lirites-sont: A. P1',la. mer, Atlantique;. ?A P0. Chiquimula; au S. Sail
Salvador; et au N. la baie dle Hondu~ras.

Ces ni6ins limnites, so trouvent rnarqu~es dans tous les ouvragocs de
.g6~)graiphie, rwciens et. moderns, et 1m~ino clans l'histoire et les. traditions
de ces peUples, ainsi qui'ot pout La voir clans los carts piibli~es jusqu'en
v844 I tien pourrait pas 6trc autromofint, car les Indiens Mosquitos, sA
Peui norabrCLI.xcqu'il~s sont, orit toujours r~duit tours possession jusqu'an
grand fietive do Bluefield, qli pouvait 6tre La limite naturelle do ce petiple,
cotinimo les rivi~res et lcs niontagnes onl sot-t do presque tous los Etats.
Tranuis-que 'Nicaraguta, non seoulement a crii avoir la souvevainet6 sur le
fictie de Sanl Juan, nmais encore ii eon a toujours fatit usage pour La Inavi-
gatioll, il a former swi ses bords, et a son einbouchu'tre danis l'Atlantique,
plusietirs 6tablissomclits qui prouvont plus qu'une occupation no pourrait
i.e fitire; tine possession longue et noit contested, et l'exorcise des droits
do souverainet6 qui, d'apre~s le droit international, no sourait Lui 6tre

Onl a pretendu quo los gouivernemens doe lAmkrique Contrale no sont
pas eiitr&s on possession do San Juan qtie l'arnrue 1S30, afin do prouver
quo cette possession ost r~conte, et avec 1'objet d'y baser los droits que
les,Mosquitos 'croient poss,6dr sur cette partie dii torritoiro. A cola on
pouit opPoser queiques 'observations et quciques faits. Parmi la corre-
sponidanice existante dans los cartons dui Ministe-re des Affiaires Etran-
geres do S.: M. 13.Iii y a des documents quti prouvent quie le port de San
Juan fut ouvert au coimmyerce pendant administration coloniale en 1796;
quoe depuis cette ~poque it v out des ernploy~s et do forces rnilitaires; Los
premiers pour la perceptiondes droits, los derniers avec i'ohject d'emp~cher
la surprise, en cas do guerro, des forterosses etabl~os lo long do fleu've.
It y est aussi prove qu 'on exped'ia des ordres pour peuplor le district de
Sanl Juan, et qu'iA cot effet des miat~riaux furenit pr6par~,s., Relativomnent

cc's tiaits onl pout conusnter le ra~tnoire publi6 onl 182),-par uno-commis-
Sion nmonitn6 wi hoc, par le Capitaino G~~n~ral do Guatenmala, et dont j'9ai
IPhontiour do remettre ci-joimit la copio (No. 1) dfiment 16gralis~e. II est
auissi cons tauit qui I rnm~diatement aprt~s I emancipation do I 'Am~rique
(Jontrale, on 1821, des ordres furent donn~s, par le g'uvcrn'bment f~d6ral,
A~clarauit que le port doe-San Juan continuorait d'6tre ouvort an comnierce.
C'cst sons lit protection -do ces Lois quo Los su~jets Britanniquos, ot- toutes
los autres nations, y onl fait le corrinerco avec L'Am~rique Contrale.

1i ost 6galement notoire., et je l'ai d~jAt dit pLus haut, quo Los Indiehrs Mos-
quitos n'oiitj-amnais habit6 le port do San Juan, et que Le nombre de lours
families 6 tant, excossivement 'restraint, Leuars 6tbhlissemnents so trouvenit,
et se. so nt-toujours trotiv~s, dans la parties comprise orntre Blueficids et le
cap~de Gracias d Dios.

DeI. tOut ccci on pouit facilement et naturelLement d6duirc los conclusions
suivanites: 1cr. -Quo danis cette hypotli~se, le territoire de San Juan n'a
ponit appartenui, nii aux uns ni aux autres, jusqu' enl 1830; et quo, par
colIA(Itent, ii dat appartenir au premier occupant. 211-c Quo c'est d l'Etat
.do Nicaragua a qui cc domainae. doit. appartenir, parcequ'il en pri~t posses-
sion enl presence des.Indiens Mosquitos, sanis quo j~mais coux ci cussont
ilov6 la moindro r~clamration, comme 6galement on pr6sence des consuLs
,do S. M. B.; lesq'uels, de fait, y consentirent. 3,ne. Que Ocetdornaine- et
cetto possession dozinaicht a Nicaragua le droit de s'opposer a P'ocnlpa-
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tion di dlit port, ainsi qu' ii le d6fendre s'il venait i' etre ftttaqu,6-, et riaire
usagc des ayrnes pour le reprefidre si une fois it aurait 6~perdu, car c'est
un drmit quo~le (roit international accorde wax possesseurs, ri-trne avant
des titres dloutoux. FEl c'est. le irnols qu'on penit accoider dans 1'~tait ac-
tuci do In question, car ii no serait pas juste de pr-iver un-L 6tat dil WTeri-
toire qu'il poss~de, sanis avoir prkalablernent oxhMb los titros contraires
Ai ces droits dont on est en possession. LDans la question actuelle le, titre,
quo Nicaragua poss~de pour occuper le port (10 Saii Junn, si-ont de la phus
grande 6videnice, et en voici los motifs: Pr. La ii~cessitt- d assurer los
voies de communication pour faciliter lo comrnmerce-avec touts les nations;
car on no pent pas reffiser i'un kat d'occuper los contrties d~sertes, sur-
tout lors(Jue cetto occupation est liniit~e ii sos beosoms. 211c- La ri~ossi46
qui decoule du droit international, lequel'droit autorise Otu n Cult t od~-
cuper tin torritoiro ou des terrains dont les liabitans nWont pas bosoin, lors
quo 1'occ~upation so i6dluit A ses soules lin-ites, raisonl qui agit aver plus
do force lqrsquelle s'applique ?i ioceiipation do cotte partie d'tin psys on
1'on no trouve quo (le peiiplades errantes et en petit nonibre, coinine par
exoITIPClels Mosquitos, lesquels n'ont point do resources nii des inoyens
pour cultiver los terres, car dlans l'inmensite do ce pays, n'ont jarniais, en
d'habi'tations fixes, et cette circonstance les errnp~che d'avoir une posses-
sion v6ritable et 16gitime, et-par corisequence il ne penit pus avoir d'injus-
tico ii les con raindi-e i so renlormer dans les Iiirnites les plus restreints pos-
sibles. Et quoiqlu'il est vrai do dire quo Nicaragua nWest pas encore-
parvenu A cultiver, ni a peupler juscit'i ce jour, totis los terrains qui kii
appartiennont do droit, ii ost ceperidanit en aptitude do rernplir le but de
tonto soci&t6 et a conistamniment ernploy6 los inoyers d'entreprendre cos
deux fins, soit en dorniant ces terrains & CetiuX (Ji voudraiont s'y htablir
ainsi qu'il a k6 declare danis le dkyk~f~d&ral do IS24, dont j'ai'd6ji' Par-16,
soit en' contractant, avec des compagu6s ktraiig~es lk'~tblissenmeiit de
colonies-sous li protection do ces lois cqui garantisent la sfiret6, la Pro-
pri&t6, et exercise du culte r~ligieux des-colons. 3me- l'AC116s-ion do ces
Indies Mosquitos, lesquels so souniirent aux lois qui r6gisoiit la nav&-
gation et los ktablisserneris qu'on avait form6s aux boards dii fleuve; car los
rapports qui ont ~t6 publics sur l'aversion quo ces' Indiens professaient
control los Espagilols o-)ut 6t excessivemnent exa-6i~s. Et on no petit pas
objector qluo ces-lIndiens agis'saicnt par crainte da mal quo poiavait Icur
faire 1e' gotivernernient de Nicaragua, lequelA no s'est jamnais servi quo (de3
moycuis quo la raison et la justice. consoillent afin do contraindre ces tribus
6 la vie. sociale; ni parceqlu'ils so soiont trouv6.s dans 1'impnssibiliI6 de
faire des r&Ilamations, ayanjt kt6, ainsi qu'on le pretend,-plus-de 2t00.ans
sous la protection duigouvernernei-t do S. M. 13. it dnt'd~s 6tre corisid&6s
par cette Puissance aussi forts quo le sont on peuvent, P'tre tous los Etats
de l'Amerique Centrale. Danis le cas contrairo it risulteralitj onl quo cette
protection n'a* pas ekistke avant F'annie 1847, 6poque-oa I'oi roclarna le~
port do San Juan,ou bien que si elle a en offet e.xist~e el.les p~rinia par Ie
sile'nee qu'on garda lorsque l'Etat de Nicaragua occupa le port; et cic
autorise occupation d'apr~s le droit international, car selon Vattell.: "11I
n'y aurait rieivde stable parmi ]os homnios, -et su'rtout entre' 1:6s nations,Si unle longl4e, possession accomnpagn~e du silence des int6ress'es n-e pro-
duisait un certain droit."1

Si, done, P'Etat de Nicaragua comme premier ocmipant, se trouvait le
1 Janvier 184S, en possession pacifiqu'e dui port do San Juan; si cette pos-
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session liii doyrnait un fitre conforme 1,ivec le droit international, pour co'n-
server cetto possession jtusqu'A cc qu'on oeft prouvr6 qu'il 6tait possesse'ur
njjUste; oI~ns cc mn~me cas on pourait -A peine exigor dui g~ouvern~mrnot de
I'Ertat l'acceptation d'un rnoyen raisonrnablo pour resoudre la question, et
si ati licit de roftutor ce movon it Pa an contraire, cherchi6, ainsi qui'il est
pronv6 clans la correspondanco pibliie par le gon vernerno nt Britann ique;
-it est hors de doute qu'on mui a irnflig6 un at-front en employant-la force'
pour tue~ttre los Indiens Mosquitos datis la possession d'un. territoire 'ai-
q Ie1 its n'avaient rn~rne pas un droit doutotux ou, incertain; et cet affront
nitrite la reparation que 1'Etat doe Nicaragua attend d'un 'gouvernerment
Tit, par sa ptaissance et par son influence, est appeal ai faire regner dans
toutos les -nations, la justice, l'6qiiit6, la paix et la bonne intelligence, si
*n~cessaires an. repos et an bonlheur cu genre hurnain'.

Le troisier-ne ot to dornier point, relativemneit aux avantages quo le corn-~
eracre univorsel et en particular celui de la Grande Bretagne, pouvaient
Tappror eait l'arrangrement aimnablo des ces ditf~rends. La sagesse et
iflUstration. do S. E. I'lionorable Vicomte de Palmnerston n'oxcussen't
dl'entre~r dans des explications sun cet objet; je puis, cependarnt, assurer,
quoe si je l'avais conmpris dlans cc plan, cola a 6t uruiqrierent pour y atti-
rer son attention. Los .1F1tats do Nicaragua et (le H-oniduras sont1)eaucoulp
pins avanc~s en civilization. quo lo-s Indions Mo.isquitos, et par conswquent
its Lffreht de plus grands avantages zan commerce (qie ces cotes d~sertes.
Los relations aveece00 deux ..tats seront n~cessairement plus ktroites-et
d'uatplus avantagreuses connu le degr6 do confiance qu'ils pounraient
Los Etats de Nicaragna et de Hondulras n'kant pas d'une grande port~e'

morale, ni phisique, l~a Grande Bretagno pourrait gararitir leur ixid6pett-
-dance et los C'ouvric do sa protection contre [ps 'attaqiies des autres nations.
Tous los deux poss~dent une immense richesse en terrains 'qui penvernt
itre exploites rno~yenuant dos coloiiisations. L'istmue do Nicaragua ost le
pIoinlt reconnu. comrme le pins facile pour la r~union des deuix lmers au
moycit do canaux et des routes.; et comme .pour entreprendre un pareil
-onvragg it serait peut-6.tre n~cessaire d'invoquer l'appui d'une grande pu-
-issaInce, Ila Graude Biretagne, atrnie et alli~e do Nicaragua, pourrait bien
:pr~tr cet apu.e aatsat 1'exc~cution do cot ouvrage sans lesser
zauenne autre nation. L'arrangement do ces diff~rends r~tablirdit, la con-
fianice dans ces pays et pourrait influer d'urye inani-ire efficace pour Conl-
,soiid&or les gouivernernents respectifis, circonstaince essentielle pour Ie corn-
Inerco univorsel.

D'apr~s la demonstration qui pr6c~de, jo dernoure- convain~cu, que le
,gouverueriiont dle S. MI. 13. no trouverait pas iinjuste la r6clarmlation quo je
Iw-i adrosse au norn de I'Etat, surtout Iorsqln'ello no porte la rnoindro at-
teinite A- I'liouneur ni aux iatkrts- do la Grande Bretagno. Nicaragua par
amnour pour la paix et par une just d~f~rence- eiivers le gouvernement~de
S. MX. se pieta i doitner des explicatioris satisfaisantes 'au commandant
-des forces navales lBritanniques, auquci, TEtat consentit ~- rernettle le
port de Sari Juatn en 'Ruendazit un arrangement airnable; cot 6ctd do g6n6-
Tos~it6 et do confiauce a 6-t6 ui no preuve 6,-latau~te do haute consideration
,envers lo gouvernement do S. M., et ces proc~d~s fait esperer quo la r6-
,elamnation quo jeln.Ii adress6 sera recomnpens~e par un a.ede justice7-et
Jd'impartialit6, en faisant que6 le port de San Juan lui soit. Jnr~iat'emeait
xeslitn6 aveca~ne equitable iudetnnit& pouxr tons les dommages et pr~juZ-
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dices caus6s depuis le jour de occupation, en laissant 1'ftnt dans Ia jour;
issanco pacifiquc des droits qui liii appartionnent, on attendant quo par
u~n arbitrage, ou au moyeti d'uno transaction los linmitos du torritojir do
M~osqjuitos puissent ~tre d~finiti vernent fixiies; et dont 4 ind~pendatnce
sera reconnue par les Etats de Nicaragua et de Honduras aiissiidt qn'elle
1'ait owe pair los autres puissaiicos do I 'Elurope et do I 'Anmorique, ainsi quo
le demrande le droit international, et Ics usages 6tablis parmi los nations.
..Lo tr~s hmonorable Viconito, do Palmerston, dans sa d~p~che dIn 17 Mai

dernior, a t~moigne A rnon gouv'rierneent quo ccliii de S. M. B3. accuilli-
rait Pagent ou los ages qui lIni seraient envoy~s pour traitor cetto aflhi1ro,
et qu'il profiterait de cette occasion po~ur expri-ner~pers-onno~emliieiit a ces
agens sos bienveillantes dispositions envers. l'Eat de Nicaragua, pourvu
qu'on rospecta le territoire de Mosquitos. Le soussigne~a eu l'honneur
d'avoir'tki normm6 a cette mission, et il est redevablo A S. El. des preuves
de bienveillance avec laqul~loe il a 6t accuojili.

Le soussign6 ayant d~jit fitit connaitro i S. E. Monsieur le Vico.mte do
Palmierston les motifs qu'il .a pour esperer quo le port do Sani .hian luii
soit restitu6, et quo lPEtat do Nicaragua soit indeninis6 de tous les pr~ju-
dices qui out 6t la suite do occupation de ce port., declare d'unno man-
i~re soloninnelle, quo los Etats do Honduras et do Nicaragua conserveront,
sous los conditions de'ssus oxprirri6es, le statu quo on la question actuo'lio.
se trouvait lo 10 Novernbiko 1841, jour oA to surintendant (ie Jiehe'e leur
engaged Ai nommer des cornmissaires pour fixer d16hfnitivoment les linuitos
du torritoire do Mosquitos, jusqu'A cc que leur ind~pendaiice soit recon-
nue daus lcs terms phlis laut exprini4s.

Le soussigtne (lerneuro con vaincu quo le rnoyen qu'iI propose& pOur con-
cilier los droits et les int~r~ts respectits, sera favorahietuont accueilli ])ar le
grouvernemnent do S. Il. la Roinie do la Grande Bretagnie; et Nicaragia, et
Honduras verront danes cot acte de justice un, t~wnoignage de la bienvoil-
lante amiti6 qa~'ils d6sirent conserver 4 janiais avec le gouivernement et avec.
la nation lBritannique.

Le soussign6 profite do cette occasion pour renouveler au tr~s honorable
Vicornte de Palmeiston I'assurance de la hauite consideration avec laquelle
ii a P'honneur d'ktre le tr~s humble et tr~s obeissant serviteur,

FRANCO. UASTELLON.
A. S. E. Monsieur le Vicomte PALMERSTON,

ALlinish-e des Affaiires Eirang~res de aS. M. B.

No. 2.

LONDREB, Febrewro 9- de 1849.
Exmro Si--,ott comno al ratificar el armisticio cele'brado el 7 do AMarzo

del a-no proximo pasado con el Seho'r Capitan Lock., comandaDnte del Alarrna
declar6 el gobierno do Nicaragua, en communication quo dirigicl f V. E. en
13 de1lniisrno ines, quo por el tal armisticio no se entenidia, ni dehia enten-
derse, quo reaunciaba los derechos del Estado sobre el puerte do San Juan
y quoe su ocpacioti no .debio considerarse sino con el caractor de provis-
ioxial; estimna tenor derecho para no cornsentir en que so ejersati actos de
seinoris -conmenoscabo del que le pertoilece mi~entras se aireghl con V.. El
de una manera definitiva, esta cusstioa..
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'FEn est o norcopto diriji6' al Sefior Gobernador do San Juan, coil motivo

d1e tos ostableafinientos quo se estaharn forinando en dicho puinto, uno inter-
Palacinti atenta;, a' quo contest-6 el Seflor Mayor Spairks en los terninios nmas
satisfac~torialS enl 29 (dc Juflio del afto pasado de 1848.

Pcar dcsgracia el Major Sparks fu6 recirado do aquel puerto, quo dando
la admninistracion de este ~cargo del Sefior Shepherd y Capitan Little; el
pritnero do una edad bastante abanzada y ciego, y el segundo cayas apti-
tudes no conoces, poco bien dispueste 6i cultivar las relai-iones con Nica-
raguia enl donde estuvo en -calidad de prisionero do goerra; observacionl qua
recorniendo d V. E. para cuatido haya de apreciar sus informes respect 6.
los negocies do aquel pals.

IDiclios dos (cuncionarnos, sin acatar -t los actos do su predecosor el Mayor
Sparks han seguido disponiendo de San Juan, distribuyendo stis tierras,
para la construccion de edificios y otros etablecirnientos quo deomuostrar la
intention de perpetuar la~ocupacion y adjuirir una posesion que no so ]es
ha transferido legifirn amento.
Con este motivo S. E. cl Sefior Ministro do Relaciones Esteriores, de

Nicaragua. ha dirijido mueramente al gefe principal do San Juan la pro-
testa quo en copia rme hago elhonior do acomnpaiiar d V, E. para conoci-
mionto de su augusta solberana.
IAl 'verificar esto debo auadir quo ecimismo Sefior Ministro mae ha dado

orden-de espresar a V. E. quo el gobierno do Nicaragua recibira conio una
proeba de la arnistaci con quo el do la Gran B~retafia favorece aquel pairs el
quo so provenga espresaivieute i -los funciortarios britanicos, residentes on
San Juan, no r~hayan alteracion alguna on Los nogocios relatives ii aquel
puerto hasta la conclusion definitiva do una cuestion, cuiyo arreglo es en
la actualidad el bbjeto do la atention de V.- E. y del infrascrito.
Despues do lo cual, tengo ci placer do ser con toda atencion del muy

honorable Lord Palai~rston, obediente y respotuoso servidor,
FRANCISCO CASTELLON.

A. S. E. Lord PALMERSTON, 4-. 4,C.,

No. 3.

El licenciado, Francisco Castellon, encargado) do negocios del Estado
do Nicaraguia on la Arn6rica Central cerca, de S. .M. B3. y autorizado ospe-
cialmente para contratar Ln. apertura. del canal inter-oceinico, 6 el estableci-
miento, do un ferro-carril por el istrno de dicho Estado; y ci Serior William
Whieelwrighit, rnirnbro y agents principal do la Comnpaiia, do Vapores del
Pacifico, residents actualrnente en esta corto; han convenido, con el
objeto do Ilevar i cabo tan important empresa, on los articulos siguientes:

-ARtICULO 10.: El Sefior William Wheelwright so obliga formalmente it
enviar h Nicaragua los, ingonieros. necesarios para practicer el reconoci-
mionto -do los rios, lagos, y terrenos que puedan ser adaptables para la
asortura del canal inter-ocehiLico, 6 Un ferro-carril por el isitmo, do dicho
Esado. Los trabajos relatives at reconocimniento deb~ran comnenzar pro-

cisarfente on todo -este aflo; y sus espensas sera'n de. cuenta del misnmo
empresario.
ART. 20. Si verificido esto reCono0cimiento resultire que ilay las facili-

dades que se suponen, ya sea para practicer el canal inter-oceanico, 6'
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bien pora establecor tin ferro-carril~por el. espresaclo istmo, el Sefior Whoee-
wriglit teiidrai el privitegio para enmiproeudu(r ~icuniqicira do dichas obras con
esciusioni (ie enadquiera otro individUo 6 colinjanta, bajo las condciciones.
quo so consi-inl.1n eln till contrat~o especial a~rrgladoil.as siguieontes lbases:
la, Quo la obra del. catuil 6 del camnino debo comenzarse denitro do tres.
armo hi lo nias, contados dcsdo la foclha enl quo so firnice el coritrato.
2'1 QUo el canal ha (le ser capaz para la navegacion, do bUques flnayores;,
y elcamtuino para ei translporto do morcancias y pasagoros de un oceanuo aI
otro con. rapidez y seguridad. 3a" Quo 'a esto efocto so lo ha do periniter-
La formnacioni dc una corapania, sobre los ostatutos (qUe seanl inas, adocuados,
para ilonar SUS obie~tos. 4' QUO ig-ualhnteit so lo ha do conceder la ad-
ininistracion del canal 6 camitno y sus dependenci-as y ei derecho de per-
cibir el peage pe.r un termnino quo no baje do cinnuenta iii escoda de
novonta ahos, comtados desde ei dia on quo ci canal 6 carnino so poniga
en itso. 5" Q~ue do la misma, manera so le hla do conceder el terriono
convemejnto para ci canal 6 camnino do fiorro, y para los establocimnientos
riccesarios; siendo do cuenta (101 ostado las inidemrnizaciones quo hayan
do hiacorse "a los propriotarios enl ei caso que dicl-ios torronos seand
dominio particular. 6-t Quo so le ha do conceder adeomas el derocho de
establocor tarifas para cl tranispnrto do niercanciasy pasagoros: por ei canal
6 cainino, en la inteligoncia qiio tondran fuerza do boy desde ci momento
cii qUo sean puostas ell ceeinnCiminto dei gobierno, quo sora obligado (.i
sanicionjarlas doentro de ocho dias do su recepm]o. 7;" (Itie tambien so le
han (le conceder las tierras quo so halian situadas 6 ho largo) (101 rio) Sall
JUani y del canal 6 caminin do fiorro oil ambos lados, y -,. la arilla dorecha
del ltege; todo sobre unal anchUra quo no escada (10 uina legua do cinico
minil vars do Castilla, nmedida dosde ha orilla del agua hacia dentro: bujo
estal condition so entienden tamubien cedidas onl proprioclad las islas situadas
sobro ei iango, esceplttlando Las do Aladeras y On-otope. S"1 Que bajo ostas
Coincesioeos se ha (10 conmprender tambien, aunque no so exprose, el do-
dcrecclo do tomar libremonto y sin indoennizacion alguna, su Las seivas y
projpriodados naCionales, las mnaderas, piedras, cabes y gonoralmenite todos.
losmnateriales quo so nocositea para los trabaJos del canal 6 canmimio y sus
depondoncias rospoctivas, y el derocho do imntroducir sin pagar los-de mii-
portacion ni iiinguni otro publico 6 municipal, Las mnaquinias y demas in-
struinoentos necesarios para los trabajos. 19', Quo cl gobierno so ha de-
obligar, come desde aheora sp obliga: 1. A facilitar on lo posibie los oper-
arios que necesite el ornpresario para la ojecucion do los trabajos, siendo,
do cuont~a do este utimtino ei pago do los jorinales quo deben. arreglarso a los.
quo la costumbro del pais ha establoc7ido; 2. A no ostablocer contribuicion
bdereclho aigunio, iiiclusivo Los wuiaticipalos, sobre los articulos. doe trans-

porte 6 pasagoros quo trauisitem por el canal 6 camiimo do fiorro, qneodando>
UllOS y otres oscentos (lo lats Iorinadi(ades do rogistro y pasaportes; 3. A
garantisar ci ejercicio) dcl culto retigioso a todos Los individuos empicados
enl los trabajos 6 en adrrinistracion dei canal 6 camino, asi comeo tambiioU
A no occuparlos en ningun otro servicio civil 6 military del estado.
ART. 30. El Setior Wheelwvright so obliga enl ei coiltrato d trdsportar.

por el canal 6 carnino, sin gravanmon algano del. estado., Las tropas y
emnplcados do este, igualinente quo sus arnias y demas utilos do guerra eni
caso necesarin.

ART. 40. En el caso de quo tenga, efectko la concision do tieri as, el
$.efior Wheelwright, 6. lai compania quo 61 forme, no podra ehagenarlas~
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antes (le la conclusion do los trabajos del canal 6 canlino~ni & gobicrno
algurmo estranigero, sin consentirnienito de 61 dc Nicaragua.

Awr'. 5. P~ara el rnisrno caso, (Lueda estipulado, quo si hubiesen de
establecerse colonias sobre las ent'i--adas tierras, los colonos se considei-
raran comb niaturaics del estado, y de consiguieute suijetos ii sus leyes,
qUedaiido s;in crmbargo escontos por dicz arios de 'contribucioncs y de
CuLqIVI~iera otro servicio p6blico quo no sean Jos. do comnunidad 6 consejo
dc la ulisma~colonia; todo to cual, se desarollarai eii el contrato.

.J

Ai,'r. V~. El canal debe ser espedito para. el comorcio do todas las
naciones, p.(iro so rehusara~ei pasage al pavellon do la quo so halleoen-
guerra con NIcaragua, 6 com los donias Estados do Centro America.
ART. 70. El Estado do Nicaragna percibiri en las rentas del canal, la

tercera, part de los boneficios liquidos, despucs do deducidos: 10. Los
intorosos del capital ompleado; 20. Los gastos dQ ontretenirnicnto y ad-
mitiistracioni; 30 L'.a arnortizacion del capital on la proporcion quo se
designe en cil contrato definitive, en cil cuat so estipularht tarnhbiell la parte
quc debe toiniar cl gobierno de Nicaragua on la administracion del calial.

ART. S0. El gobierrici do Nicaragua podra tornar acciones en las sub-
scripeicnes quo so abrin dentro del termino quo so fijo on ei contrato,
hasta el valor do dos rnillones do francs.

AmT. 90. Ademas-de las roeitas (101 canal. procedentes del poago y nave-
gacion, el gobierno do Nicaragua da, pr gaLrantia del capital onipleado on
su construccion, una hip-oteca general eclroa a irras quo pertern-
ecer al. stado, to mnismo quo loss productos de maderas, minerales et cetera,
no debiecudo coiriprenderse on esta garaiitia las tierras quo so concedeni on
propriedad al Seflor W heelwright.

AaRT. 100. Cuarndo haya. espirado ci tiompo, do Ia conclusion el canal 6
camino y sus deperndencias, volveran "I la ad'ininistracion del estado quo
so reserva ei dominio solbre todas las tierras, lagos y rios ~:oncodidos para
dichas 6bras; y la jurisdiccion y soborania enL~os quo hayan do pasar it la
propriedad del Sei~ior Wheelwright en virtud del contrato.
AwT. its. ElI SoFlor Wlieelwrighit no transmnitiri sus Privilegios hi

nirigun individno 6 sn~ciedad sin consontiniiento del gobierrno do Nicara-
gua, 6 sin quedar siempro responsablo al, estado, per los oerpeilos quo
contrae por el presented.
Awr. ].20. En todo to quo no so haya, espresado aqui so 'estar'i 6 lo

estipulado on ol contrato, quo firino, coil su ~alteza cl principe Napoleon
Bon~aparte, ei Sehior Don Jos6 do Marcoleta, encargado do negocios do
Nicaragua, en la ciudadela do 11am, el viente do Abril, do mil ochocientos
cuarenta y sois, el cual, harni part del presente.
ART. 130. Estas bases seran inrnediatamrente remitadas 6i la ratificacion

dci gobierno do Nicaraguia, quien por el rninisterio r0e1)Octivo dofori coniu-
nicijr la al, Sejior Whieelwright a mas tarde dontro do cuarenta dias del
crecibo do Los despachos del Seflor Castellon, dijiriondola, A la oficina do Ia
Gonmpaflia do Vapores del'Pacifico eii " Limna."
En f6 do to cual, los infrascritos, por cmadriplicado, firn-an el prosento

convenio er, la ciudad do L~ondres ;i los diez y seis dias del nies do F'ebreoo
del afio del Sei-ior do mitl ochociontos cuaronta, y nuove.

FIRAN'CO CASTELLON.
WMH. WHEELWRIGHT-I
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ARTICULO ADI)CIONAL.

E "to contrato qiil(lani en) Cili(ild (le ros.7rvado y Ho se ptilicara siflo es
dlv~~s.~is quoi so liava ratificado por ci gobieirrno de Nieaogui-1~'1. 's Conel
znid os los trahaj os de, Ins higeiiioiiros, ("oII cOli sciIimien ito Cie Los iire
F-os.terI y Man1: 1iii ug, residielites oil 1( juel E'stado , los cuale's repro'sentarIMt
al Sefior NV le1(1wrigh~it ell 10 Coliceriiiciito ai este n~epoeio. Fe clAii at supra.

F'RANG1S(JC CASTI-ELO.tN.
WVM. W11.EFLWI{ICLIGT.

Con forme. -Londres, JliHo 12, do 1849.
CASTELLON.[. ]

No. 4.

FOREIGN OFFTCE, February 17, 1849.
SITI: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the

9th instant, enclosing, copies of' two letters which the government of tue
State of Nicaragua has addressed to the governor of Girevtowln, in the
kiiigdoinl of iMo'squito, and stating that you are instructed l)v your govern.
fmeit to re~juest that the authorities of Grevtowvn may 1)e desired-to make
no alteration in the state of affuirs there, until tihe question respecting that
town is definitively -arranged.
And I have to state to you , ini reply, that hierlMa~jesty's government are

desirous of cultivating the most frieiidiy relations wvithi the State of Nica-
ra gra, but that heir Mlajestv's govern uncut Cliutot dlo any thing which can
1)e interpreter as admitting auiy doubt that Grcytown belongs exclusively
to the. "Mosqulito territory.

I have tue honor to be, with high. consideration, sir, your most obedi-
erit, humirble servant,

PALMERSTON.
M. DE CASTELLON, ~'C., 1."C., C5"C.

No. 5.

LoNI)IIs; May!o 5 de 1849.
MILORID: Ena mi carta ofinial de 9 del nmes proximo pasado, pedi a V.
Een conforrmidad con los instrucciones quo hie recil)ido de mi go'bierno,

so sirviese ordenar 4 las autoridades do San Juan do -Nicaragua no hagan
alteracion al tina en los negocios do aquel puerto, hasta que se haga
arreglado definitivamnento la question de quo al present nlos ocuparn-os, y
cormo V. E. contest6 ht esta invitacion diciendo; quo et gobierno do S. M.
no puede hacer nada do quo pueda inferirse quo admite una duda de quo
Greytown. pertenoco, esclusivaimente al territorio (le Mosquitos, mie hiallo
ein el penoso doeher do hacer 4 V. E. aiglliias obsorvaciones 4 esto respecto.
Ante todas cosas dir6 a V. E. quo ini anterior solicitud se lirnit6 i pcdir
la 'observanciat de stalu qu',) adoptada por el Mayor Sparks respecto al
puerto (1e San Juan de Nicaragua, y no d Greytown), quo seguna -los
informs privados quo hie podlido reunir, Os noinbre (que so ha dado
recieiitemento 4 Bluefields, contra cuyo establocirniento diri~i una protesta
i Lord Aberdeen en 25 do Setiernbre del afto passado de 1844 Hago
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esta observation. con la esperanza, do que ella contriburia do algu01n modo
A facilitar un arreglo safisfiwtorio sobro ei nogocio enl Cuostion); por otra
parto, Si los dosoos quo arrimanif a S. Al.. do cultivar eon Nic-araguLa las

soIuridades quoaiivd. v beda inteligencia, son tan positivas 'orro lassepiidaes'ue . E in, d a ste rospecto, ila condescenidonciat A obso-
qurar n-i clernanda seria 1n.1 acto lViasolS1igatoino pura aq ucie Estado, y una,
pruoeba i rrof'ragablo (le la justi fioac inrciinl quo proco-de este gahi ucto;
puoesto quo e ai t quio, en (A caso p~'riopnsto no dlaha 6 nirguno-111, '1i paSO
qtio la donoegacion. d su oibservailcria coino qlue autoriza Ios hocrhos irnisi-nos
quo se procuria evitar, y m-1enos cober liastai cierto ptinto Los doroc-iros do
Niercargna, quo ha niostrado tainta conflanza on La iniodoracion dc prini-
cipios v loaltad del gobierno Britanico.

Finrainionte; si Groytowir no es, corno yo penso el ostablccirnionto do
Bluofields y si autos bien el puerto do Sar Jiuani do Niaragua, osta sola
nrianifiestacion podria ostinmarse comno una se~al do la doternini-acion delo
gobierno do S. Ml. 13. h sostonor la oculpacion do aquel puorto cuando ainn
no so has niostrado los tituilos qjuo justifican 6 hacon eficaz el derecho do
posesion. quo dicho Estado reatanira on Su favor suposicion. quo no puoedo
adi-nitirse cosultairdo cl espiritu do conciiiacion quoi el gobiorno dic S. M.
ha ostentado rospecto a otros Estados, y quo Jpodria iryiparciatinonto apli-
carso on ci caso do quo so trata.
Por taiito: do-bo roitorar A S. E. cl. inuy honorable VTisconde do Palmer-

ston los conceptos do ini roforido dcspaclio) do, 9 del moes p~roxinlio pasado
a flu do q-.uo so (igno ordeirar A las autoridados provisionales; do San .iuan
do Nicaragua, guardon ci statit qluo adoptado por eli Mayor Sparks, y no
liawa altoracion. al-guna on los ne-ocios (1e aguet puerto duranto cl CLU[SO
do La noiaondo quo ilos ocuparnos aliadierido en conclusion qUe Si
ci nommibkre do Greytown tA quo aiudo ci despaciho do V. L. fechio el 17
dei propio mnes (10 Fobroro, so reficro al estabiocindeinto do San Juan, ei
Estado do Nicaragua no adinite esta inodificacion. ni consionte A posar do
su buena disposicion hacia este golbierao, en qluo dicho estabiccirniionto
pertenczeca at territorio a quo pretondon toner derecho esclusivo hIfs tribus
do Mosquitos con-io V. E. so sirvc declarar, i monos quo un, arbitro al
qual. so sonieta la cuestion, asi lo rosuelva, con conocirnliento do causal.
Este rilcdio, quo no dudo seri acojido favorablernento por el gobierno do
S. M. como ci inas equitativo para dirinmir Las diferoncias de uina rmanera
ainigablo, ofrece una eficaz -arantia para la observancia do lo quo so
estipuie; y si el laudo arbitral fuse cconfornmo A los Jpriricipios quo ha,
so-stonido el gobiorno do S., M., todo ci nmundo conocorA quo nio es al
poder sino A ia razon yr A la justicia ante quien. Los Estados do Honduras y
Nicaragua se inclinan on la present cesition. Esta franca manifestacion
harA conocer fi V. E. ci esimucro con quo por ini parte procure un arreglo
digno do la ilUstracion, satisfactorio y honroso para Ios dos paises A .fin do
quo no so aiteron en nada aquollos soertimnientos do arnistad y armonia
quo los Estados, mis cornitelites, han consorvado siornpro hacia esta-gran
inac~ion, y iquo bien cultivados puodon. prodlucir iinuirnsos; benoficios 6 ia
hurnanidad y al comiorcio del rnundo. Bajo tan. positives seguiridades
p~uede igualinente V. E-. Ip~ropoeo, si lo tiene 'a b~ief qualquiera, o~tro
rnedio adocuado para lie var tan laudable objeto, porsuadiendose, quo me
prestai-6 con la eficacia, posible A todos aquci los, que -sin moniguar el honor
y dignitad do dichos Estados- contribuyan do algun ixiodo A estrechar mads
y nas- las relaciones existentes con la Grati Betafta; relaciones a las cuales



.2502

apelo para aguardar quit el gnbierno S. M_ no' exij"iri btra- cosa que
di s' n-.a que:po bra e tipiarse agenda -de la cons'ider'a i

.creen tener'derecho. en.
su calidad de s6res P0.1iticos.

EsPeraindo una contestacion: de V. E. me- es-muyldhrosio repetirle las'
de'mos'tracio'nes-"cle.-respetaosa amistad'-y -atencion-con 'aedstumbio
fmnavme'del Muy fibnoirable.Visconde de Palmersion, obediente-yhiiMfldq
servidor-

FRANCIS.C.0CASTELLON.
A. Si E. LbRD PAL'M'F'.R'STON,.

Ministry de Negocioa Eatrdigeros de S. M-.,B.-'

M. .6.

Cbp*, d'um &ttre d6 Moni.. Vande Wever atOWshistre'des Affaires Etra#.-
geres ewqye.

-L. -RES-, -le 7 Mars 1849..'
MsTn' Loya Palifierstbid i166en6e ion au su,M LZ 'M z: Fai eu avee t

iee'la nature d S relatindi po I " Ee !itiqueg de J..Akgjet6rre titec- es tats-dd
Niearaiu.'a et'& Honduras'.

aseign riemarepo a:en nd' TA diff6ren&AO'nt,,v6iI me'parlesl,,sit une
sim.-Iequegtion'de limites;et qui. estmere a cett6 he'ure--en *oie'd'diranp-
inefit.l?.7'

'(,V.Ltigkt6rre ve'ri-ift: av'.6 -p.aisi'la:.Bel tEfAts dur gique nouer hvee les
Nicangua et. de H)ndiira§ AiB§,kelations qui p6uti-client plus taid ouv'ri r'. q':
son corruberceAes.-- d6b6uehes 6teiidhwiat avan Wigeui, car'ces e-ta"t's .etont
apploks, la uke epoquo'peu elingli4e.'at'xifie, *os' e'rite" "co''mmorcia4e...
La elgiLl'qe -a", &US -quelq'ues-unes de's ses- produces 1. U130, .opulatiadsurabbnd.ufte PAi46riqji:e Oeiiftlebffbe Aiik emigrants Mg.s---&§ t.iirds
fertiles &-fixid'distance -rWu,:eon`gideiabIe- ddla ift&6 plane's

A''gr0ft te.

No.J..

L-6i.DoN4.gar;&. 19 '1840'.."
-MY'L A,16ttei publishedrin --the Globe-bf-the.M& -instan t. -'ddtefd, at.

de ragua-L;-'- iiA6. 27 -. af Jamuary- astj. has; in ormed-..'WO,ati Atan -.--Niw o e, th
firkly.', ihht, AT. Cvfiristid-,. -having-, tied.;'. -.y- '*611r.,4.1excellendk to'
fix..thei-`.b6 ndayy the MOsquit6. tiikitoxy. towards-'the, aterioi of-, the
Country h ` d' ed'ihe' .ehum-'-,ia .-dre.as enn ...:M I.Ks Wirti: miles .-ibovol Inoti th.
of -thd- Tivev empiquej aglhei`-wesfw. limit, 6fIhav. tehitory; -seeofid[.-i
tfift.-arrad"g'ami-ents, arajon, the-poinfof-beftig -niide.f6ilbd --trangportation- of

giiu Juan
-Was'-SOOW.- -riv6 4--to-at'. Ah.rej'bdund- '-th

Xosquft,,6.vhdi* and. edu
46--UtWr. who'- is zot. xinkno*two: also

bear;.What *111-be, -the ve.idlt -6f, irry.-,..66n 1 to-her'.
the wfixsal.of ihat f Ww",a.a to

IW I.
.lb:"'N.6
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treat.with bh.- C)iristie',in his character ofcoiisu14r-,'a#qnt on the-Montift6'i idne ent c thshore -'su.posing that ihi fl! affe t e zuidepti.bility of tile
Mifiist -,.,hich 'your xeellki.6Y-so'vorthily:serves.

I id.-of credit,-and--AheIf the Gkbe Vat" an. unauthorized ?aper, or vo
Writ6f the letter was not a .an aimedof crersetfi,o importance, d acq.mwith-Abe'affiiTt'thaf are: allude 6 in dti I W. 'tild not take -the least- notice
ofiti or ts contents: indiffe'rexic' send silence -would. be the., lin -of 7cQn'-
duct- 1.',-*QUld' follovi, fearless ",of any mistake. Sut the -G16&,is fiot a

it; its- editors.-are not of- those.who inaiscriniinately
11Y upthegolumns of.theifjoutrlali-With-'
,I'hoy- are men of-souhd'-judgTdenq- and

their circurnsp'e, t offers a -gufficient-guaranty -forwhat-Ahey:publigh-,
and therefore their. authority enjoy -a great. repittati-on in. the -British
public.

Thesearethernotives*hi'ch..foiceme.to.call-theatteiitionof-yoiirex-
celloncy to the its ..Lbove,i.n,6ntionO-', not only-to',demanc-p6h an'ekplarxa-
tionjas convenient, but also to give -in this nam.e of th6. State of-Niearaga4.
inall thatgozi6erns t- beeausO,,'euchargeid:--as!I am-to m6hitaiti,,relatibns.
of friendship-and 'good-un-derstanding1with her Ma'jesty1s-g'ov-ernzn6nt,-it

d n- b6'consistent-with tdy duty, I to. iein4i silenWell ot were n t under the
es tances.
I-w'ill' now s to'bianifest to your elteelleility the objeavl li.ve .ro.-
ed 'mys In the1rst places s.Mr Christie authoriz d, orPos jo: wa e not,

lezicy, to fix.-thp. boundary s.oken--of? 10 nt,'yourexe iir
n tthough'.on th6'orie,.hand I have -well. fou. 'ded nidtives. t6 -.-be i4e.tna your

excellericyhas 'not given.him-Tsdch.ordirs, beingpen iiie; -arrauge-'6f, e almeant, th -d'uestionrespecting M6squito afid. itsterrit6ii linifts' 1"find
MYs.1f,.6n',-'d'-i'e 6thdr,%in -thei n6ces'siti, of -k hie-fin.6i'determ'ifiatioli
of her, Majeity!s government. y.h _c.were,neVerAx6d'in't.be-ukiMaium unteafed
to-my government, noi-imthb artnistice.ofthe 7-th-o March
..C*aijf Loth hav hougitig 4'efiised, to -do -it t gh ''it' props
the commission., sent-to treaty11m by' the4fbie,'said,'gov'ernme'
ifielined,,to:41unkViat, if -1%J1r.'0hTistie:1fias'. takewsudk.* st*,--it--will.-'be

.b h Mjestyli...6ver'ni."nt.:asan-a-ttemiA:agm'stihe-i-iitema,-
'because' it is'.-4.,su.j6ot-.'-wbich.'zhut:t:.,be.'Iefr, -be

n-'Of.'ttieiariangemo-nt-nciw'penaio,:g--,Ibut-beeau'se
th., fourth this said"armistice-of.-the,., T-thi-of March' fbTbids:-the
.1extension-oUthe. -limits lowiTds the interior'd-lihe .Oialntf Nicara"

-bbli -ed;itself -riot to.-establish-custorn. b-ionly, es in - ibe Vic zifij- Of -san''
...Juan; Ptoving bythat, tliat-thelp"recaTious,-poise.is' Great Arit'.

anii6 'of .h c,on.. fi i d't& th 1-iain..wasijb-, tfie.e. P"' tractiag .partiesi mite e
eou ot rvn,djhq" pdrt.- --Nor K it '6e h4 se,4W, -the',State._,of----N.icaiwa ha.06

nevir lead 4he7-1j3te"Ud,&n', of- abandoning -the-possession- -of, t1fe,,p6-rvj- hiAdf
they -have now'- done', " it is -to 1.put it,so,, provisibballk. uiiderlh.'kft.i of
-b6i -Ma trus ng. to I mpejestk..!s:' 6ment, ti W,4n&-with.,gover heard l6yii
Aitlnstice v.6;1davlaitlie-xnade-.by r eflig their zigbtstcirit. -T-bfis

yo& excell6n6jr,bylsgMini timfor.-Foi-eijo-.AffaireoftWUth-,`dflhe.sanie tnon'th"of.M.fth"_.11'ft_
mients pnblish'6d.-by-order, 6f)Fdar, ejcc*l,..

446 Y1iader..Ah6 tktiff dff.,.Corxesp6ndence-'re ti' ''.thei-Mo quit6iem-
_64
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As to the.second pointy if it 'is true that MIr. Christie is making arm

rangemnents with the governor of Jamaica for the transportation of
cotiviCts to San Juan, it seems to me that her Majesty's government
should ,.by an act of justice, and on behalf of the friendly relationstnow
existing between the two countries, forbid such a thing to take place until
after the final termination of the question, as consistent With the status quo
adopted by Major Sparks at the time he was governor of San Juan,- the ob.
serva¢ice of which I have demanded of your excellency in my letters of
the 9th of February last and of the .5th instant, the last of which has
not yet been answered. The transportation. of convicts could not be
made even after the conclusion of the question, without stipulating first
with Nicaragua the basis on which the garrison shall be organized, be-
cause such an establishment would be prejudicial to the- country, intro-
duciig. within its confines, instead of industrious arid useful men, as are

- required for a new society, vice and immiorality, represented by the crimi-
nals who have by their crimes deserved punishment, and are expelled
with ignominy from their mother country. The establishment of. such
men in San Juan would nowise be convenient to Nicaragua, nor could
it be, in my opinion, ordered to be made before the termination of the
arraugemelit, without offending the rights of that State, making appear
her A'lajesty's government as judge and party in the question after havm
ing proposed friendly means to arrange it.
The same must I say to your excellency respecting the police force.

The territory of San Juan is a part of Nicaragua until now, by the rea-
-sons I have beforermanifested; that territory is not known yet to whom
it will definitively appertain; and the introduction of a foreign force
when it ought to remain neutral, no matter what its object may be, would
be considered as a violation of the armistice of the 7Tth of March, and' as
an act-of hostility towards a friendly State, and aboire all against the in-
tentions of her Majesty's government, which, are pacific and friendly
towards Nicaragua, as your excellency has deigned,to assure me.-
The agents of her Majesty's government, on whose reports they hav~e

rested to sustain that the Mosquito tribes are apt to, form a nation, and
,the proceedings that are no'v going on at. San Juan, afford the most in-
contestable arguments against -their own assertions; because if those
tribes and, their chief are really capable of governing themselves, and of
administrating their own affairs, with what right has Mr. Christie- in
his character of consul general, interfered 'in the delineation of the
limits in question, and' in making arrangements with. the- governor of
Jamaica for the transportation of convicts to San Juan, and in sending
religious missions, (to' San Juan,) which are only sent to catechise men
whomi a 'savage state wander. in the woods and deserts, flying from-social
life, and plunged in the errors- and vices of. idolatry? If her-'Majesty's
government fix a proper attention to these 'facts, they will find, 'I doubt
not, that the..gover'n-ment of, Nicaragua have had reasons to sustain that
the Mosquito; -Ii dians not -onLy are incapable of forming a nation, but
that they cannot even form a people, because they have no authorities,
no customs, and no religion-indispensable circumstances, according to
the law of nations, to, admit in the great society of nations the people
that aspire to occupy a place -therein.
With relation to the Moravian mission which is soon. to arrive at San

Juan, solicited by the late Mr. Walker,, I will only say that the govern-



Doc. No'. 76. 265
ment of Nicaragua wvill readily consent to the importation of thlis mission
in the State, provided its object is not religious propaganda against the
one professed by the State, which tli y iretlobliged to protcct-1 say con-
sent, if its aim is to civilize those trib)esj to eductuate and reduce them to
social Iife, arnd so make of everi individual a useful member of the State,
doing which they will ftfil tile dishes of that government always eln-
tertained; and for the attainment of this irrmportant object they have done
all in their power to put those 1ndtians in immediate contact with thle
civilized people, flattering themn with the idea of independernce, whihl) they
have entertained ever since the Spaniards, in their mnistaken system ofcon-
quest, separated them from the corrmmnunity they were prnrt of:. Y61ir ex-
celoecy will see in tile copy I have thie honor of enclosing, the treaties
which have been made between the government of Nicaragua and some
of the chiefs of tile tribes that wander betwixt the rivers Limon and
Punta Gorcia, after those Honduras had concluded in 1843 zvith thle
tribes under the government of LoNvry Robinson,'on the cap of Gracias
6 l)ios, v. hich I suppose have come to the knowledge of your excellency.
Trlese treaties, and thle declaration of Mr. George Hodgson, ex-counsel-
lorof his Mosquitian Majesty, in wvhich he says that tlhe Mosquitos do
not approve or wish the occupation of San Juan, but, oln the contrarV,
they fled, hiot to be forced to take part in the operations. vwhich were pie-
pared wvith ialse pretences by the counsel, Mr. Walker, show plainly
that the government of Nicaragua did riot make a rmiistake when they.
said that it was not thie Mosquitos, but some adventurers living oln the
coast, who had moved these questions, nod they have obtained, by sur-
reptitious reports that her Majesty's government should take an active
part in them.

After having expressed all I have to say relatively to the points of the
letter I refer to, which might affect the rights of mny country, and de-
nmanding of your excellency the proper explanation, I have only to give
an account of what has passed between my government and Mr. Christie,
on his rettrrn from Costa. Rica.

Mr. Christic, who,.it appears, has been appointed by her Majesty's gov-
erninent consul-general at Mosquito, addressed to his excellency the
Minister for Foreign Relations of Nicaragua a letter, in which he says
that he is instructed to communicate directly with that minister, with the
object of cultivating the friendly relations now existing between that State
and Great Britain. So unexpected a manifestation made him say, in reply
to Mr. Christie, that the government of Nicaragua would feel pleasurelin
receiving him wvith- all the consideration due to a distinguished subject of
her Majesty, but that the government could not recognise his-character of
consul-general near thie Mosquito tribes, whose independence had, nlot
been recognised. His answer is simple enough, arid being examined by
the light of reason, it will be found that the government of Nicaragua did,
nought but to choose the medium between two extrenies; by which
rneans-he thought to conciliate the honor and.-dignity of the State with
the respect and consideration he has always shown towards the govern-
ment of a nation with. which they wish to cultivate the best relations,
and produce the same result Mr. Christie proposed to himself. In fact, if
he had thoroughly understood the terms in which the said minister's
note was couched, he might have avoided promoting, a question which,
under other circumstances) and with any other nation not Nicaragua,
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would have produced serious consequences for both countries. I doubt
not, nay I am sure, that he would be w.eli satisfied not only with the
dispositions of my government: respecting the present question- but also
with relation to his person, because it is clear, that, in averbal conference
with the ministers it' wouldha-e been manifested to him, firstly, that the
government of Nicaragua had given the most positive assurance that, far
from seeking differences that only serve as obstacles to the cordial intelli.
gence.of two countries, they had removed those that arose from the con-
duct which the -other subaltern agents'of her Majesty had observed in
Central Anierica, as I manifested to his Grace, Lord Aberdeen, when he
was' minister, in 1844. Secondly, that. there being consuls of her Ma.
jesty accredited to the government of Nicaragua, and a minister of this
State hear her Britannic Majesty, with full powers and instructions to
maintain the said relations, there was no necessity to communicate with
another sent to the Mosquitos, whose independence is not acknowledged;
but that the government of Ni-aragua trusted in the. good dispositions of
.Mr. Christie, as a person of influence in the Mosquito coast, to prevent
any motives of complaint being made agaiinst'fthe English subjects estate
lished at Bluefields and at San Juan, whose conduct might in some way
hinder the arrangements now pending at this court.
The government Iof Nicaragua has given a strong proof of moderation.

and prudence in saying to- Mr. Christie that it would not receive him in
his character.of consul-general. at Mosquito, but as a distinguished sub-
ject of her Majesty, when they might have entirely denied reception-; the
pretension of Mr. Christie being very strange, to. extend-hii consularr func-
tion at Mosquito beyond the limits prescribed to consuls duly accredited
to the other governments of Central America. In truth, I cannot con.
ceive On what right Mr. Christie founded his pretensions, knxowiiig how
limited are the functions of a consul, particularly in those countries with
'which nothing has'been stipulated on this subject.

The moderation of the goverrment'of Nicaragua is still more manifest,
when a comparison is made between' the answer of the ministry and Mr.
Christie's second note, in Which, instead.of trying to inspire confidence
to my governments dispel the fears that, founded orxnot, might exist, and
avoid giving motives' for discontent, he has done nothing but'renev the
acts that naturally halve exited feeling of displeasure, and has brought
things-to a crisis little favorable to commerce.

I 'db sincerely hope that her Majesty's government.will do justice to
the sentiments of'Nicaragua, of'whose loyalty and good faith proofs will
be-found daily., which will leave' no doubt thatrhis frieridship 'vill much
forward the views and-interests of this, cabinet, when they are 'not opposed
to those of Niearaigua.

Neither. mnusti pass it silence, when speaking of Mr. Christie's answer,
the mistakes ha has' made in trying to pe-rsuade my government 'of the
rights and the necessity there is for his reception.

In the first place; he §ays that the government of-Nicaragua could not
deny to Great Britain the right of naining him consul. But from the
minister's note' no such answer can be deduced, because 'that govern-
r~ent is not opposed toe'the appointment her Majesty has given him, but
oily refused to admit him in that character for the reasons already ex-
'pressed; atid because. this recognizance far froin being obligatory,..is :a
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right that every State. enjoys, by which they can even prescribe the
conditions on which they consent to the reception.

Talking of the independence of the Mosquitos, Mr. Christie says that
this has been tacitly acknowledged in the treaty conlcuded with Captain
Loch. Such reasoning is inexact, (I am pained to say so,) because by
the said treaty, which is no more than anl armistice, no right whatever
has 6een acknowledged to the Indians, and all the stipulations made in
it were in consideration of the armed inttervention of her Majesty's
government, and as a pmrepayatory atra-ngement, as it was specified in the
6thl article, and in the ratification sent to Captain Loch , as well as in the
despatch addressed to your exccllency onl the I8thi of thl saame month and
year.

Less force still has the arutiment deduced from a note said to have
been written by Mr. (4uijao to thle Mosquito King, oIn the 11th August,
183S; not only because it is lhect of a subaltern destitute of authority,
and cannot affect the rights of the State, but because, in the despatchesexchalnedl with Alr. Foster in the mronth of September of the same year,
that gove-niment explressly denied the Mosquitos the capacities required
to. form a nation, as it is constant in the documents published by ord6r of
your excell erii y. Thie over inient of Niearagua not only did not au-
thorize Quijaro to enter into relations with the Alosquitos, recognising the
sovereignty of th.ir cliief but was even ignoratit of the existence of such
letter, as well as of the document which hp was forced to'sign by the
superintendent McDonald, for which he was recotiperlsed with a shame-
ful imprisonment on board the weed, and for which a respectful cont.
plaint was raised to her Mtajesty's government by the States of Nicaragua,
Honduras, and Costo Rica.

If acts ofthis kind were to be quoted as proof that my governmenthas
recognised. the Mosquito King, and their right to the possession of Sant
Juan, Mr. Christie might also mention another docuimenlt, dated on the
8th of October, 1 84z2, which will, one day be published, itn which the
said superintendent of B3elize made Don Jose de la Figera ,.successor of
Quijuro in the. administration of that port, declare, by certainniaws, that.the port of San Juani belonged to Alosquitos. Biut the dignity ofher
Majostv's government.and the honor of Great Britain would resent at
SUCh referenee-authorizitng attempts that merit an exemplary punish-
ment-not only because they are executed with -malnifest infringement
of thelaws-of nationCs, but because they create discredit, and overcast
the splendor of' the 13ritishi Crown, for the very Aimxple reason that, to
support a cause that has justiceon1 its side, those ineans must not be em.
played whlichl are disapproved of by publicamorals, auid condemned by
sound policy.

Lastly, I hope it will be permitted to me to observe, that though, in th6e.
armistice ofthe 7th of Nlarclh of last yea'r, it was said, by .way of'expla-
nation, that the Nicaraguan government (id rotknow thatthe Mosqui
tian flag was so closely connectedwitli that ofE3ngland, that an insult
made to it would be considered as inferred to the British flag, thatuVas
not recona ising the independence of Mosquitos, as Mr. Christie pretends:
such explanation has no other meaning but its literal expression, inthe
second article of thle aforesaid arnistice, consigned there only, to show
H. M. government that Nicaragua only wished For the cessation of hostil-
ities corncenled bythe earned force of H. M. B. ini-the midst of peace,
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and without a previous declaration of wvar; that the explanation was
not given) of consideration to 'the AMosquitos, but for the government of
H. M.; and thus mustbe uiunderstood any arrangement that may be 'made
respecting this question, until the independence of those tribes be duly
recognised by the other repu-blics of Amnerica, and some of the principal
Nations of Europe, as I have already told your excellency in my despatch
of the 20th of January last.
By the reasons already expressed, the armistice does not give.England

the right to retain the port of San Juan definitively,' nor to exercise acts
of ownership in that tErritory; because, having interfered with armed
force, it would appear that this, and not justice, had decided the question
which cannot even be considered doubtfill.
Convinced of this, I have proposed to your excellency. with pleasure

and confidence, the amicable means of deciding it by arbiters, offering at
the same time to accept any other means your excellency may find ca-
pable of conciliating the dignity of both governments and thle interests of,
the two countries.
After all that I have said, I amrperstiaded that H. M. government will

deign, firstly, to declare null, and of no strength or effect, all that has
been practiced by Mir. Christie about the detbarcation of territorial limits in
San Juan de Nicaragtia, in the same manner they anntilled, in 184), the
commission given to certain individuals by the superintendent of Belize to
govern in the territory of Mosquito; reserving the approbation of HI. M.,
because Mr. Christie, acting in his character of consul genleyal, would ap-
pear authorized by his government to execute a demarcation against the
resolution taken at that time by the said government, which then declared
that the proceedings executed in virtue of tee said 1 . b 6ught
not to be considered as having any force or validity; secondly, to desire
the authorities of Jamaica not to send any convicts nor police-force to San
Juan until the question be definitively settled; thirdly, to disapprove
of the conduct of Mr. Christie towards the government of Nicaragua, as
contrary to the views and interests of H. M. government; fourthlv, to pro-
pose, with the object of terminating soon the present question, the arbitra-
tor or arbitrators they may think proper to decide as to the restitution of
San Juan, as it has been solicited.
This is an honorable way for both governments, and I doubt not it will

be accepted by her Majesty for the sale of peace, and as a worthy homage
to justice, by whose light will be examined the rights anrd works of every
olne.

* My love for peace, and the desire to contribute, with my small efforts,
to the preservation of the relations between Great Britain and Nicaragua,
have induced me to address your excellency this despatch, which is in all
conformed to the instructions of mly government. And I would feel happy
indeed, if, with your excellency's co-operation, mny hop6e4are realized,
terlninatimnga question which might, in course of time, debilitate those
sentiments'of sympathy and friendship 'which the conduct of George IV,
and his worthy minister, Canuing, inspired 'in the heart of all the Central
Americans.

1 beg of your excellency to raise to the knowledge of H. M., the Queen
of Great Britain, all I have expressed, and to honor me with a reply as
early as possible; admitting the assurances of friendship 'and respect
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'with Which I hav~, the 'honor to. repeat myself the very honorable Lord,
Palmerstoni's obedient and humble servant,

FRANCISCO CASTELLON.
To His Excellency Lord PA~m~RSTON.

No.8S.
74afado de ainistad, dle cowrercio y (le nvgaio, entro la Re~lizd

Vo.stasrrica y la B, Igica.
En, el normbrc de la Santisihna

Tirinidad:
So Exceleneia cie Sefior Presi-

dciitc de la Ropfiblica do Costarrica
por una pate, y por otra sQt Ma'Jos-
tad ei Roy do los Beolgas, deseando
arr~lar, estendar y consolidar las
relaciones do amistad, do conie~rcio
yde' navegacion entre la Rlepi~lica
d& Costarrica y la tBeigica, han11 con-
venido dle entrar en riegociacionos
cowel objeto do ;ajustar ua tratado
RI efecto de obtener esto fin, y lane
nomibrado plenipotenciarios, 6 saber:
Su Excolencia ci Soiior Presidento
do la Rephiblica de Costaririca, el Se-
nior Josd de Marcoleta, oncargado do
negrocios; .y sit Ma~jesuad el Rey do
LosBolgas, el S'efiorConstant d'H-off'-
schmidt de Resteigrie, su MI iiiistro do
Ncgocio s Estranig~ros, Miembro -do
laCamara de Reprdsen tarntes, Ciaval-

lero do l4 Orden de Leopoldo, Grand
Cruz de la Orden do San Mauricio y
de San Lazaro, coudecorado coil el
Nichuti do 1 "-,' clase en briltatites;
los cuales hane convenido en. Los ar-
t~iCuLos SigllientCS:

ARTICUL0 I.

H-a~bri paz perpetua y amnistad conl-
staiite entree la Rep(~blica do Costar-
rica y el. Reyno do Belgica, y entro.
los cindadanos de rambas paizes sin
csceecion do persons iii lugares.

ARTicuLo IL.

Ilabrft entre La Republica do Cos-

tarrica yla JBelgica libertad reciproca

Au. nom do la tre's-sainte Tiinit6!

Son Excellence la Supr~me.Direc-
totir de Costa.Rica d'une pari, et sa
Majcst6 14e Roi des Beiges d'autro
part, voulIant r~6gler, 4tendre, et consi
solider los relations. d'amiti6, de
commerce, et do navigation. entre.
L'Etat do Costa Rica et la Belgique,-
sont con venuis d 'entrer en nogocial.
tion pour conclure un, traits proprd.
a atteiindre ce but, et out nomineee a.
cet offot, pour leur plenipotentiaires,
savoir: Son Excellence le Suprme
Directeur do l'Etat do Costa Rica;
le Siour Joseph do Marcoleta, charge.
d'atfaires; et sa. Maj.est6 le Roi des.
Belges, le Siour Constant d'Hc~fI-
schmridt do Resteigne, son.Ministre
des Affaireg Etralla~res, Memnbre de
la Charnbre 'des

t

Repr~sentarites,
Chevalier do L'Ordre do Leopold,
Grand Croix de l'Ordre des SS.
MauriceeotLazare, decor du Nichiun
do Jere ctasse en brillantes; lesquels
ont arrkt6 los articles suivans:

ARTICLE I.

1l y atira paix perp6tuelle et ami-
t64 constante entre I'Etat- do Costd:
Rica et le Royaume do BelgiqUe,'iet
entre los citoycius dos -doux pays,
sans exception de personnes iii d.'e
lieux.

-. ARTICLE II.-

it y aura entre7 l'Etat- de Costa-
Rica et la Belgique urte libert6



de cornercio. Los ciuda'dalins de ha
Republicade Costarricaen Belgiciiie,

Ins ci tidada'nos Belgas en', la 'Re-
publica de Costarrica podran eijt.rar
rociprocamente con entera libertad y
segurichad con sus buques y carga-
rilentos ell todos los lugares, puertos
y, rios q..le estell O q4 oil lo suce-
sivo estuvieren, abiortos at cornervio
estnAngero,,sometendose ii lo8 reght-'. (le policiainento in sUjOUIS,
las naciones nias Privilegiadas.

ARTICULO 111.

Los ciudadanos de cada una d e
las parts contiatantes podran viajar
y permariecer librernente en ios ter-
ritorios .clispectivos, comerehar por-
mayor- dquiler _y'oeuparY Inellos,
las cas;E.S, almacenes. y- tiendas que
-les fuesen necesarios, trasportar
mercan cias v di ne'ro, reci bir consig-
nkiones t'anto del hiteri6r que de'los
pi.ese straingeyossinquepornineu--
iioo-tcic'L-C)Sestosactos,dichos.eiii(l,-tda-'
nos.q..eden snjetos 6"otrascargas,
obligaciones 6 restrice-iones que lot..
qu.e. gmvitan gobre -los ciddadanbs
de la nation inas pfivilegiada.

Uncm y otros permanecerart sobre
el-pi6 &'perfecta ignalidad, y seran
libres en-todos sus cbmpras y veritas
de 6stExblecerI y fi.ar el precio de s us'
efectos, mIarcancias yo.jetos quo
cualqti-iera naturaleza quo seaij ya
importadbs ya nacionales sea, q-I..te
quieran venderlo ell el -interior del
pais, 6 ya. que sean.destiijados 6 la'
espoitacion, confbrnlando,.e expresa-
Mentd S las, lekeg y reglambiftos del
rds GozarAn- de janal'.1ibertadr...rftanejitr por.si.lnismo los nego-.
0104 .para.70resbiltar en Ia's aduanas
sm.a propias declaraciones y para-ha-
cerse representar por quienes les con-
viniese ya sean. aporlerado, factors,
agentesconsignatorios 6 interpretes,
tantq, para la compra conio para la
venw d6. slis'tienes, efectos, ziler-

reciproque de commerce. I,' 's oft' -e 0de PEtat de. Costa Rica. en'
Belgique, et les citoyens Bel-es dans;
I'Evtt de Costa Rica, ppurront re.

ciprocluerrient 6t-entoute, liberte- et
security enter avee I-eurs riavire&
et eargaisons dtins tons les lieux,
ponies et rivi6res qui.sorit ou seront
olivertes aII conlinefee 6trang'er,",
saut' les pj&au-tions de police qui
solit eillploy6es -slivers les Ilations
les Plus favoris.es.

ARTICLn .111.

Les citoyens (le chaevine des Mix
parties conti"-w-tantes pourront libre-
ment-, sur les.. territories respectifs,
voyager oil seJourner, -con-imercer
Amit en gros qWen -d6tail,'louer'-et
occuper les inaisons; Mag"IsIms, et
boutiques qui leur 'serotit ri6ces-
saires, effectuer des-.tTansportes. d.eniarch-midises et Wargentetrece'voirdes cor)signations tant de l'interieur
(jue des pa'ys stringers, sales -_que
pour toutes.ou qvolques nnes',db ce's
operations I'es dits citoy6ns' soient'
assiij6ftis A. d'autres' obligations,
ellaiges, ou restrictions, que celles..'
qui 1.6sent sur ics .-cito'yens -de 'la
nation la plus favoris6ei

Its serol-it Ies -ans et 16s -a-utre.%
suruiipie.ddep-,ir-f.ite6g,,-ilitt,- libres
data$ tous lours achats coninic- dan,%
touted leurs ventss -d'6tablir 'et de
fixer le-prix des Wets, in'areliandises
et objets quelconques tail't. irnpor4s
que nationaux, quTs les vendew &
Pinterieur ou (lu-'ils lbs destinen, t A
Pexpertation, smif ;t se conformer
expressement aux lois et r6alet-news
'du Pais. .''Its jouiront de la - m6nle
liberty -pour faire louts affiaires eux-
inemes, presenter -ell douane leur
propres declarations 611 de haire sup.-
plior pnr qui bon lour. semblerai
-forid6s de pouvoirs, facteursagentes,
consign6iaires ou interpr6tes, soit
ledans Fachat ioit: dans la vente; de
urs-biens, de Icurs effets.ou niar-

chanidises, soit dansle dhargefti0fit,
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tarj.jjas, parga, dq!,,arga-y expedition -le decharg6ment, ou 17expedition
Amisbiiques. Teiidrauipgtialm'ente de leurs navires. M auront 6gale-
,derecho d e..Itenar todat las fmiciones ment le droit 'de remplir touted leis
,queles fizesnii c6iffladas por sus-pro- fonctions qui leur seront colific-O's
Pias conipatli.ARS, 6 por estral)gert)s par letir pi pres comoatriotes, par
o nacionates en, c.alidad de apodera- des strangers ou par des nationnaux,,
dos, _t(rOjjteS, fiw-tores, coasigtiato-.n-qualit6 de' fbnd6s. de pouvoirs,
Tios, 6 lllterpr'etes. agents, facteurs, consignataires ou

ititerprkes.
ARTICLE IV.

Le's citoyens de PUTie et de Pautre
parties coratractante jouiront dans
les detax 6tats de la plus constanfie
et complete protection pour leurs'
pcrsotine.s et leqr propriet6s. II's
auroni, eri consiquetioe, un libre et
facile acc6s' aupr6s des tribunaux'do'

twice pour la'poursuite et. la Ufcnse
leurs droits en toute instance,

et-daiis tous les d6gr6s de jurisdid-
flon kablis par les loi§.., Ils'serdnt'
-libres d'eniployer dan s. toutes les eir-
constances les avocats, aVo66s O'U
ageates de touted classe qu'ils ju-
geraient i pr6pos de faire agir. en
jeur none. Safin, Hs jouiront, sous

p' 'aro"ce iap ort, des m6mes its et privi-
kqes 'qile ceux qui .eront accords
aux eitoyens de la'nation la plus fa-
voris6e, et s'eront sonrM-Er-aux m6mes
conditions -impos6es i ces derUiers.

ARTICLE: V.

Les citovens 'de I'Mat de Costa
Rica en B.efgique, et les Belges dans'
PEiat de dosta Rica, seront exqniptsde tout service' personnel dans les
armks de terre ou de mer, et dans
tous ]es awres cas its ne pourront
6tre assujottis, pour leur propi-bk6s"
mobilikes ou immobiti6resy dA'au.
tres charges, rei.trictllons, faxes.,oxk-
finpats, qqe ceux au.quels seraieqt
souijais les.nationaux eux-memes..

ARTxCLE VI.

Les citoyens des..hiutes par-ties'
contratan tes jq.iiront r6eiproqu%-

ARTicuto W.

Los cit-Idadanos de.,arnbas parts
tontratan t6s g(zaran en los dos esta-
.dos.la mas arriplia'y constant protee-
cion on sus personas Y' Propledades.
Por consiguiente tundran 1J.-)re y fa-
qil aec.su en l6s tribUnales -de jq,.-
ticia para. sus rd,.,,ursosjudiciales. y
,..Pttra-la defense de sus derechos en

d, -instaticia y grades de jurisdic-
tion.establecidos porjas leyes. Po-
4ran vat6rse en todas eircuristatichis
,de'ab6gtidos, procuraioreis 6 agetiies
'Lie todo etase, que mas convenient
jqzgdre'n p.ara-que, aeftiar en su noin-
.bre. Enfin, bajo este, respect go-
aaran iguales prero(yativas v dereel-ios
qiie losque-fuese'n concedidos . los
,cindadanos de,,Ia nation mas favor-
,ecida,-. estaran sometidos i -iguales
,.ondieioiieS-qae estos tiltimos.

AUTICULO V.

Los'eiudadAnns de la republics de
Cosfarr'i6a en Belgi-.a, y Ics Belgas
en la rep6blica de Costarrica, esta-
,ran exentos. de toda clase de servi-
cio personal -en los egereitos de mar

y tiefi-a, y. ea'todos .os demas casos

!n0podr4t obligarseles ni en sus per.
sonas ni rro iiedades muebles-6 im-
nitleblas fit''inayor", carga,4, restrict
ciones O' imptiestos que los que gra-
%--ftan sobre.los inismos nacionales.

ARTLICULO VL

'Lor, diudadanos, de las a] tas partes
,owitrataiites. goZaranxeciprocauxente
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'en los torritorios rospoctivos la. mas
perfocta, y entera libortad de con sci-

.encia sin quo osten espuostos
h ser inquietado's ni muolestados por

su cre~ncia religiosa siolupie.

ARTICULO VII.

Los ciudadanos do cada una de

los parts contiatantes tenidrai
dcoreclo en los respectivos torrito-

rios, deposoor bienes de toda espe ie

y do disponor de cilos con igual tati-

tud. que los naturales del pais. LOS

ciuda~danos de'Ja rep~iblica do Cost-

'arrica gozaran en el territorio del

Reyno, do Belgica del derocho, do heri-
dar y de remitir las hereniias, y 6

sea por testamonto 6 ab intestate, del

mismo, niodo qlue los Bolgas, y sin

estarsujetas por sti calidad de estrani-

geros a ninguna larga 6 impuesto
siho que gravitan sobre los nia-
c0ionales.
*Rociprocamente lns Belgas gaza-

ran en el territorio do la repciblica do

Costarrica del derecho do heredar

'y remnitir las liorencias ab intestate

.6 toestamenerario, del miniso modo

.quo los cirudadanos do la republican
do Costarrica, y sinl estar sujetas por
sli calidad do estrangeros i otras car-

gas 6 limpuestos quo los quo gravitan
sabre los nacionales.

lgual reciprocidad so observers
entre lOs subdit6s do ambos paises
en cuanto 6 las donaciones entre

vi'vos. Relativarnente A la exj~orta-
dion de los bienes heredados 6 ad.

qifiridos bajo. cualquier titulo que

sea por ciudadanos de la reptiblica
do Costarrica en IBelgica, par Bot-
gas on la repfiblica do Costarrica, no

Ise 1eg inipondra otros dere'chos de

.detraccion 6 de emigracion iii otro

ninguno a que no estuviesen sujetos
L~os iiidigonos.
Estas estipulaciones no solo coin-

pronden los derechos do detraccion

quo deberian ser percibidas por el

t~soro, pfblico, sinlo tarnbien todos

mont dans los territorirs respecatifs, de
la plus parfaite, (le la plus entire
libert6 do conscience,oet no soront ja-
mnais inquiktes A raisorn de leur croy-

ance religieuse, pourvu qu'ils se con-

forrrienit aux lois 6tablies..

ARTICLE~VII.

T-es c-itovens de cliacune des par-

ties contractantes auroout le droit

sunr los territoires respoctifs do pos-

s~der des biNew do toute espkce ot

d'on disposer- do la m~me manari~re
quo [es nationiaux. Los eitoyesd

I'Etat do Costa Rica joniniont dans-

tout le territoiro do Belgique dii

drolt de rocucil-lir et do transmettre-
fos successions Ab intestat ou testa-

men taie al'ga des'Belgges, et sans.

ftre assuijottis, raison de lenr quail-
t6 d.'6trangers, a aticun pril~vement
oil irnp6t qili no serait pas di par

los nationaux.

R~ciproqnement los Belges jouir-

out dans tout le torritoire do i'Etat

do Costa Rica dui droit de recueillir
et de transmettre les successions, alb
intestat ou testameiitaires iAm
dos citoyens de l'Etat. do Costa Rica,.
et sans 6treo assuijettis i -raison do

icun qualitS d'6trangorS, a auicune
pr~lovemnent ou imp6t; qui no serait

pas da par los nationauix.
La mwcprocit6 entre los su-

jots des doux plays existera pur le&
donations ontre vifs. Loys do I'er.
portatic'n des bins rTecellelis ou ac-

quis, A qjue~que titre qie. ee soit,

par des citoyons do Mmta de Costa

Ric,-a en B~elgique, ou par leslBel-ges.
dans l'Etat do Costa Rica, it no sera

prf'iev6 sur cos biens ancun. dro-it

quolconiquo auquel les indige'res nol

seraient pas assujettis.

Les stipulations comprennentrnon
seuletnent les droits do dktractijon
qui devraient 6tre per5us par le tr4sor

public, mais 6galemenot tous l~es droits

262
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los dorochos de detraccion 6' omigra-

cioncu1ya percepcion. sea del resort
do individuos, 'ciudaes, funda.

ciones p~iblicas, districtos 6 co'rpora-
ciones, ai las cuales no esten suJetos
los rnirnos indigenos. Las disposi-
ciones que precedent son aplicables
h toda clase de tratislacion de bienies
en general cuya-exportacion no h~aya
tenido lugar hasta el dia.

ARTICOLO VIII.

Seran conusiderados como buq ues
de la rep6bLica de Cos tarrica en Bel-
gica, y corno bupiues Ilelgas en la

rephblica de Costarrica, todos los

buques que riaveguen con las ban-

deras respectivas yqueltevenmti bordo

los paplels y docuurnentos que exigen
las eyes de cada utna de las dos na

ciones que Justifiquen -la nacionali-

daid de los buques de colnercio.

ARTICULO IX.

Los buques de la republican de

Costarrica quo entraran en lastro 6

cargados en Los puertos de Belgica
6 que saliesen de eitos, y reciproca-
.menite los buques Beligas que entren
,en lastro 6 ciargados en- Los'puertos
do la rep~iblica de Costarrica 'que
saldran de ellos, sea por rips, canales

a mar, qualquiera quo sea el pu~nto
de dondo salgan 6 el destiny quoe
Ileven, no estaran siijetos a~su en-

trada, satida y paso, it derechos de

tonelada, puerto, embatage, pilotage,
anclage,, reinolque, fanal, esclusas

de canajes, cuarentena, salvamento,

deposito patente, navegacion, peage,

enfin derechos 6 -cargas do e.ual-
quiera claso' 6 denorninacion quo. sea

quoa pesen. sobre el. casco do Los

buqus quo so prescriben A establo-

cidos en nornbrey beneficio del go-

bierno, do los funcionarios publicos,
de Los pueblos 6 do Jestablecimiento
algino, shio las actualmente estan

do d'etraction ou d'linigration dent

la perception serait du resort dWin-
dividus, de communes,. do fonda-

tions publiques, do districts. ou do

corporations, et auxquels Los indi-
g~nes euxrm~nies no strait pas assu-

jottis. Los 'dispositions qui pi6c6-
dent sent applicable i toutes Los

translations- do biens en g~n~ral dent

l.'exportation n'a point encore t
,effectuec.

ARTiCLE VIII.

Seront considers comme navires

de L'Etat do Costa Rica en-Belgique,
et commte navires B~eiges dans ['Etat

do Costa Rica, tous Ids navires qiLi

navigLieront sous los pavilIons re-

spectifs, et qui seront porteurs des

papers do Jbord et des docurnens
exiges par [es. lois do chacun des
deux Etats 'pour la justification do

la nationality des bAtineies do corn-

merce.

ARTICLE IX.

Los navires do 'E tat do Costa

Rica qui entreront sur lest ou char.

gis dans, Los ports do Belgiueou"
qui en sortiront, et reciproquemont,
los navires Betges qui entreront sur

lest ou charg6s dans. los ports (10

l'Etat do Costa Rica, ou .qui en sorti-

rent, soit par meir, soit par rivi6res

ou canaux, quelque soit le lieu doa

leur d4?art on celui do leur destina-

tion, no seront assujettiLs, tant &Tlen-
tir63 qu' la sortie et an passage, i
des droits do tonnage, do port, do

balivage, deo pilotagge, d'ancrage, do

remoque$. de fanal, d'6luse, do ca-

nafix, do quaranltaine, do sauve'tago,
d'entrep6t, do patent, do naviga-
tion, do p6age, enfin A des droits on

charges do quelque -nature ou d6-
onoination quo se soft pe.3ant sur

la coque des navires,', pereiis on

6tabLis au norn et an profit au- go-

vernment, dos fonctionnairos pub-
lics, de uorninunes on d'.6tablisse.
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means quelcoriques, antres que, cenj
qui sojit actuellement ou pourrontj
par la suite, 6tre imposes aux.bhti-
mens nationaux i Pentr6c pendant
leur'sejour dans les portes, i leur
sortie ou dans Ie course de leur navi.
nation.

ARTICLE X.

En cc que concern, le placement
des navires, Imir chargernent ou
d6chargement dans les p6rtes, grades,
havres et basis et AiAralement
pour toutes les fon.-nalit6s 'et dis.
positions qhielccmques auxquelles
peuvelit 6tresoumis les naviresde
coyxtmerce. leur & t leur
chargentem, i I est convenu qu-'il ne
sera accorded aux navires national
ad(Iltin privil6ge, ni aucun6 faveu.r,
qui ne le soit 6galernent.A ceux de
Fautre partic, la vol6lit6 des hauteG
parties contrantantes 0ant que, sous
ce Y, tpport aussi, leurs batitnens
soient traits sur le pied d'une pax-
faite 6-alit&.

AtiT'ICLE' XI,

'Les bhtimens de guerre de l'une
des detix pni,4sance-S. pourront en-

trer,.sAjournbr et se radouber danr,
6eux des portes de Pautre puissance
dont Pacc6s est accordc-s a-la nation
la plus favoris4e, ils y setont. soumis
aux-h-i6mes r6gles et y jouiront des
m6nics, advantage.

ARTICLE X11.

Les ob ts de toute nature im-
port4s en droiture on. Belgiquo de
PEtat de Costa Itica, sous pavilion
de ccp.ays -ri'acquitteront Wautres.
ni de 'plus forts droits qud s'ils
6taient imports on droiture sous

pavilion Belge.

Et reciproque'ment les. objets de
tonte nature provenant soit dd soly',

finpuckos 05 qut, en lo suresi-vo se

mpongan los i)uques nacioriales A
la witrada, durante su permenecia
en el puerto & su salida 6 en el.curso
de su navegacion.

ARTICULO X.

Relativarnente 6 la colocacion de
]Os buques, su carga y descarga, en
los ptiertos, rodaslbahia's, hftvres y
gk6ralmente 6 las fornialiclades y
disposiciones de cualquier geflero d
que esten sometidos los buqties mer-
cmites, sus tripulactones y carga
wentos. queda, .onvenido que no se
concedera i los buques rjacionales
nirigunprivi'legio, niDcrun favors que
no-sea igualynente estekisivo 6 los de
la otra part; piies que la voluntad
(le las altas parteg con tratantes es que
bajo este respect .us buques sean
trata-dos bajo 4-A pi6 de una, perfect
igualidad.

ARTIGULO XI.

Los buques de guorra de zina de
las dos potencies podian entrar, pqr-
manecer, carenarse, y comporierse
6n los puertos de -la otra potencia
cuyo access esta permitido i la na-
cion mas privilegiada, y quedaran
sometidos A iguales-reglas y d iguales
goces.

ARTICULO X11.

Los objetos de cualquiera natu-
I

.faleza pr(.venientes del suelo, de la
industry o-de los depositor (le la Re-
.pfiblica de Costarrica, imponado's di-
rectarriente b-njo pabellon de eae
P.is -en Belgic6, no pa.garan otros
ni mayors derechos que los que pa-
guen siendo directamente importa-
dos bajo el pabellon Belga. .

Y' rieciprocamente -los objetos de
cualquierd natural6za prov;nientes
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del -suelnj de Id industrial 6 de 16s
tados&.p, gica impor,) .,; i tos d (.,, brt B L,

dh-ewtairleii'te.-por buque-s de. Belgica
et, Jos -pnovtos de la 'Rep6blim't do
c(starrica, no pagaran otros.ni ryid-
yores dereotws de entrada que los
qtie )),agliell siendo impnrutdos di.
i-6,,tainente bajo pabellon de la Re.
ptiblica de Costarrica.
Queda bien eriteridido:
1. Que las meraancias deberati

haber .,Ado realmente cargadas on
los Pilertos de doride -sb dec-larasen
provenir respeetaniente.

2. Que'ta arrivadafhrVada en los
Pilertos inte.rniedios por vatisas (le
I-Lierzaiiiiyor,,jListifi(.adal)or josme-
dios rescriptosl.)oi-l,.Ilegi,;Iacioii.c'leI
pais .midc se vorifique la importa-
ciou tio hace pnrden et beneficio de
la importacion.directa.

ARTICULO XUL

1,08 objet-Os de civilquiern natu-
ral6za iniportados'bajo pabelloii de
la Rep6blica de Costarrica on Bel-
gica, desde 1111. 'PLInto different ded
di0io...es'tado, rio pagaran otros iii
njayores(l(.reelios(.Ie(,,4,-ilquieraclase
que -,can que los que paguen los q'uo
se important bajo pabollon de la iia.
cion estrangera mas favorecida, dif-
ererite- del pab6lion del pais misino
de dondo tenga lugarld impirtarion.
Yreciprocameme los objets dectial-
quiara naturaleza huportados on la
B-cp6blica de Costan-ica desde un

putito dif.reiite, de Belgica bajo pa:
b.c!llon Belga no pagaran otros ni

imayoresdere(,,hostlectial' uieraclase
que scau (ILle Si la importacion fuese
hecha bi.'jo. Inhibition de.la nation es-

ti'atigera nias favoreoida, different
del paballon de este pais rnismo'de
dwide'twiga IU r la importation.

-A1VftCULO XIV.

Lns.objetos, de today naturaleza
expnrtados Por buques de la H-epub-
lica de -Costarrica 6'por buques Bel:-
gas desde los puertos del uno 6 del

soit de Vindustrie, soitiles'entrep6ts
de la Belgique import OTL droiture
de fkl,.,ique par navires Belge dans

poilfb's de PP',tat (le Costa, Rica,
IW P111.Velloia Watitres iii'do.plus, forts
droits d'i-jm6o clue s'ils kaient im-
port6s en. droiture .ous pavilion de
FEtat de Costa Rica.

it est bien entendu:
1. QUe les marchandises devront

avoir 6t.6 Aellement eharg6es dans
[es pnrtes Wou' elles auront k6 de-
chu-60's respectiverrient. provetiir.

2 QIno la relache force dans les
-P(rtes hiteri-nediaires pour cause de
for,.e inajetiro, 'ustifi6o Wapf6s, la
n.iode prescrit par ld' legislation du
pqs oii Pimponation a lidii, -tie fait
pas perda le benefice 'de Pimporta.
tion on drolture.'

ARTICLn X-111.

Les objets de touie nature im.
ports sous pavilion de PEtat db
Costa Rica en Belgique, Wailleurs
que du dit E tat, tie payeront d'antres
iii de plus f6rts -droits quelaonquer,
que A Pimportation .tait efrectLi6e
soils le pavilion de la nation 6tran-
g6re la plu's fav61"isbe, autre, qj1e
celui du -pays -m6me d'o. Pimporta-'
tion a lieu. Et rAcnproquement les
objets de touted nature impbrt6s dans
PRtat de Costa Ri'ca d'ailleurs que
de Belgique SOUS -p.!.Ivillon Belge, ne

ayeront.d'autres ni,'de plus f6rtsPdroil . quelcoriques qtie si Finiporta.
tio'n etait effeetti6e soils le pavilion
de la notion 6trarjg6re. la plus favo.r-
isk, autre que le pa'villon du pa, s
61611le d'o. Viinporrationt a fieu..

Y

ARTICI;'P. XIV.

Les objets de, toute nature quel.
conque exports par navires de P.Etat
de Uosta Rica ou .par navies Belges
des portes de Fun ou de Pautre de
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otro do estos estados-con direction ~i

cualquier otro pais, no estaran su-

jetosaitderechosiii formal idades otras

quo las quo se exigen por la export.
acion bajo pabelion nacionial.

AitTiICULO XV.

Los premios, restituciones 6 otros

favored, de igual naturaleza quoe pue-

den concoderse en los estados de

amnbos partes contratantes 6. las suer-

cancias que se importan 6 exportan.
en buques nacionales, seran del mis-

rn&o modo concedidos i las raercan-
'cias que so importen directamoente
.del uno do lo's dos paises por los

buques del otro, 6 quo so exporten
.de uno do los dos paisos por los bit-

ques del otro, cualquiera quo sea el
dostino.

ARTICULO XVI.

Sin embargo, quedan derogados
las disposiciorsos precedents en

cuato 6. la importacion do la sal y

do Los productos do la pescanational,
arubos paises se resorvan. la facuitad

do conceder 6. la importacion de ostos

objetos en pabelLon nacional priviie-
gios especiales. Quedan, asi mismo,

derogados Las disposiciones quo pro-

ceden en cuante 6. Los favores espe-
ciales que las partesccon tratant~s so

reservan concedir ft los buques con-

struidos en sus-territorios respectivos
6. Ia priniera salida y en la primera
vuelta de dichios buques.

ARTwICULO XVIL

Los buques do la Repfiblica Cob-
tarrica en BIegica, y Los bucques
BI~cgas en LaRepfil)lic'a de Costarrica,
tendran facultad do descargar una

los pu eor-

y de con

n eL resto d

esto. cargamonto A. otros. pnertos- del
mismo'estdad, se~a para acabar do

dosembarcar en eilos su. cargarnento,

ces E~tats, vers~queique pays que ce
soitni seront pas assiqottis 6t deg
droits oci A des formalit~s; autre quo

ceux exig~s pour L'exportation par

pavilion nationaL.

ARTICLE XV.

Los primes, restitutions, ou autres

favours de cetto nature qui -pour.

raient 6tre accord~es dans. los Etats

dos deux parties contractaite'h Sur

des marchandises importers ou. ox.

port~es par des iiaviros nationaux,
seront aussi et do la rn6me mani~re
accord~es aux march andises impor.
t6es, directernent do L'un dos deux

pa~ys sur log navires clans l'autre,

ous export6es. do P'un des deux pays

par Los navires do i'autre, vers

queique destination quo cc soit..

ARTICLE XVI.

est n~anmoins d6rog6 aux dis.

positions qui prece'dent-pourPita-
portation du sel ot des produits do

la p~chie nation ale, Les deux pays so

r6servant la faculty d'accorder aux

importations do ces articles par pavil-
ion national des privilfges speciaux.

est '(glernentd~rog6 aux disposi-
tions qui prk6cdent pour les favours

spociales quo Los parties contractantes
se 6servent d'accorder la premi~re
sortie et i la premiere rentrr~ des
navires constructs sur leurs territoires

respectifs.

ARTICLE XVII.

-Los bhtimens do 1'Etat de Costa

Rica en B~elgique et 4eg; bhtimens
Belges darns l'ktat do Costa Rica

pourront d'6charger une partie do

leur cargaisson darts le port doeprimo
abord, et so rendro ensuite avec

reste do cetto cargaisson -datis
d'autres ports du ni~rne 6tat, goit
pour y achever do debarquer lkur
chargement, soit pour y completer
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sea p~ara completar la carga do rotor-

sin que por esto esten obligados

ai pagar en cada puerto otros In ma-

vores derechos que los quo. pagan

To~s buiques nacionatos en. circun-

stancias semnejantes..
por lo c'oncernionite on lo ejcrcicio,

del cabotage, los buques 'do las dos

naciofles seran rociprocameinte trata-

dos bajo ei MiSMO pi6 que los buquos
de las naciones mas privilegiadas.

ARwrwvLo XVILT.

Durdnte el tiempo fijado por las

leyes do. ambos -partos rospectiva-
monte por el deposito do, has met-

cancias no se exigeran mas derechos

que los do cuistodia yi alm-ancenage
los objeto~s irnportados del uno,

do los dos~passes en el otro, interin

so vorifique su transito, su re-espor-
tacion .6 el .despacho para ei con-

siimo: En nin gun caso estos obJetos
pagar~an mayors derechos do depos-
ito~, iii qued~ran suijetos A otros for-

malidades que~los quo posan sobre
Los efoctos; irmportados bajo p'abellon
nacional..

ARTICULO XIX.

Los objotos, do etilalquiera 'natu-
raleza quo vengan do la repfiblica
do Costarrica 6 espedidos este pais
gozaran su. paso, pot torritorio,

do la Belgida, del trado aplicable en

iguales. circunstancias i los objetos

quOvengan de 61, 6 quo vayan dsti-

nados al pais mas favorocido. Re-

ciprocarnonte los objetos do cual-

quiera naturaleza que vengan. do

Bolgica 6 espedidos este pais goza-

ran- sn paso por el territorio do la
republica,, do Costarrica del trato

aplicablf,~eii iguales circunstancias,
A los; objetos quo vengan dle i1, 6 quo

vayan destinados al, pais rmas. favor-
ocido. Quteda especialmonte enten-

dido`ce oneci aso en quoesoostablc-

vis.na cualquiera do comluni-

leur chargement do rotour, et no

'payant, dans chaque port, d'autres

ou do. plus forts droits quo ceux quo

,payent los b-itimens',nationaux dans

des circoiistances semblables.

En ce qui concerned 1'exorcise du

cabotage, les navires de's deux na-

tions soront trail 6, de part et d'autres,
sur le nm6me pied quo los naviros

des niations- los plus favoris~es.

ARTICLE XVIII.

Pond ant le temps fixg par. los lois

des deux pays- respectivement pour

Pcntrep6tage des, marchandises,, it
no sera ppr~u aucuns~droits au~tres
quo ceux do garde et d'ernmagaslu-

sur les objets i nports; do

des,_; pays dans a'autre, en attendant

lour transit, Lour r6exportation on

leur nmisc on consonmnation. Les
objets, dans aucun cas, no payeornt
do plus forts droits d'entrep6t et ne

seront assujettis i d'autres formal-

it~s quo- avaient &t6 import6s.
par pavilion national.

.ARTICLE XIX.

Los objots'do touto nature venant

do 1'Etat -do Costa Rica-ou eoxp~dii~s
vers cc pays jouiront, 6i lour passage

par 16 .ternitohue -do -Ia B~elgique,
traitement applicable, dans Los

m~tues circonotances: aux -obje~ts
venant de~, ou on destination dii

pays le plus fa-#oris6.~ Reciproque-
monit los objets. do:- touted nature

venant do, Belginile oai exp~di~s vetrs
la B~elgique jouiront i ~assag'e
~,r le territoiro do I'Etat- do Costa'
ica du traitement applicable, dans

Los mi~mes circonstancesY'aux objets
venant do, ou en' destination du

pays le plus favoris.6. Iliest speciiale-
ment entnedu, que dans le ca~scu
une voie do dommunidation. quel-
conque ontro Los deux oceans vien-

drait kre 6tablie 'a traver's le terri-
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terriorio (le la republica de Costar-
rica., los Belgas, stis blifille's, stis
menanchis, su Mll'espond.mehl' Tio

quedaran snjetosi dereehos, peagns)
(111.11, ",IS 11i tbri-rialidades que b los clue9
quieden oblirrAos Ios citidadanos,
los btiquesl has' mere-ancias, v la
correspoudwicia' de etialquiera'otro
pais.

Awmcmo XX.

I "'t Bolgiea "garantiza a los buques
tic fia repuhliva de, Gosftirrica v.I re-
ernbolso (let derecho (lilt-, el W)bierno
de Ins Paisvs-Ba os percibe en la
naven-acion del I-Isealda en virlud
del sw.vion 3 del articuto 9 del tra-
tado del I9 du- Abril de IS39.

Atvm&xTr.,o XX1.

11,11 todo lo converniente a los
dereiflios de adnana y de Jj,'LVeg,1.-
cion, [as dosaltas parties contrat-arite",
SC I)r4))YlCtOll'TCC.Iprocavnetite no con-
ceder ningun favor, privilegio 6
hirnimidad 5 otro, estado que no
sea hmalmente y at instante esten-
sivo ."'L Ins citidadallos xespewlivos'
gratuitarnente si la concession 6
favor del otro estado es gratuita, y
dando "igual rorripensamon 6 el
equivalente, si la concesion es con-
dicionaL
Ninguna de las dos parties cow.

tratantes impondra sobre las mer-

canciasprovenientes del stieln 6 de
la industrift de Ia otra, que se im.
ptiesten en mis pnertos, otros ni
mayors derechos 6 de import.aciou 6
de re-esportacion de mer'caticias que
los (Ine se impumsen 6 la import.
tacion 6 A la re es' rtacion de -nier.
cancias semejantes proveidentes de
cualquiem otropais-estramycro.t5
--En el 'comercio reciproco de las

v.irtes contratantes no. .se impohdra
np-iguna re.striceioll, ningtina prohi-
bicion de' importacion 6'de exporta-
cion sin que esto seat igualmente es.U,

tefisivo 4 todas las demas naciones.

toire des Costa Rica, Ins Belges,
kurs navires, tour merchandise, et
leur correspond-1.1'11ces ne. ppurront
6tre asstijettis Ot dos droits, linkages,
char-es (;u ceux
anxiltiels suront assuIjettis le.. cito.
yens, kis unvires, Ies marehandises,
et les c-orrespondances de tout autre
pays quel(Wil. Soit.

ARTICLE XX.

I Je remboarsetnent par la Belgique
du droit perVu sur la navi-ation de

par Ie government des
11avs-Bas en verm du section 3 de
V.arti(.Ie 9 du traits (lit 19 Avril IS39,
est garand aux navires de I'Eltat de
Costa Rica.

Awricj.x. XXT.

En tout ce qui courcme ]es droits
de, douane et (le nmricm-tion, les detix
hautes parties contractantes se pro-
Inettent Te.Clproquoment de ri'ac.
order anrulle, 'filvelir, privil6g(' OU
iniintinit,6 i tin autre- 6tat, qui ne
soit et A Pinstant kendu i
leurs eitoyens respectits, gratuite.
meant sd la concession on favetir de
Pautre 6tatest gratuite, et en donbant
la rn.,me con-tpensation ou 1'equiva.
lent si la concession est condition.
elle.

Ni Ptine ni Pautre des parties
contractantes Wimposera stir les
marchandises provenant du Sol ou
de l'indwst-ric de Pautre partie, qui
seront finport6es dans ses ports,
d'autres hi de plus forts
d'importation ou. de r6expnrtation
que. ceux qui seyont imposts Stly

Pimporvation on la re6xportation de
mamhandises Arnitaires provunant
de tout autre pays stringer'.

Aucutic restriction, aucune pro.
hibition d'importation 'Ou d'oxpor.
t' tion Wawa lieudans le commerce
remproque.des'partiescontractantesp
cfu'elle ne soit 6galetnefit 6tendue a
touts les autres nations. ..
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ARTwULO XX11.

.Cada una de'las parties cou tra-
tantes tendra facultad Ae establecer
conQes,. vice-consules, 6- agents
consulEires,.para proteger su respec-
tivo comercio. Estos a-elites no

empezaran a.egerceF sus Funciones,
Ili i p.ar de lbs derechos, privi.
legios e .Itimimidades que les coin-

peten;,-.sino. despues. de haber ob-,.
tmido.la autofizacion del..obiefno
teiTitorial, el coal coriservare el dere-
cho, de determiner las'residencias
donde 16s. con %,e.nga ad n-dtir los con.

sules; bien estendido. que, Vajo. leste
aspeeto,. los dos..gobiernos no. se

inipondTan respectvarnen te uingtina
restriction que no sea comun ea su

pais it. Was.- las ni.Lciones.
ARTicULO XMIL

LOS consules., vice-eonsules, y
agents consulares.-de larepubLica
de Costarried en Belgica, sus can,
cilleres y secretaries, gozaran.de
t6dos los Privilegios, exenciones b

inmunid.ades que gozan los' agents
de igual clase de la nacione M'Ets
fa.oreci&.t Esto mismo se-estiende
en larepfiblica de Costarrida relativa;-
.mente a lo$ consules, vi.e-coijsules'.
y agents consuJares- de. Belgica,
sus cabeil-leres v secretirios.

-AWnCULO. XXIV...

AP-TicCLE XMM.

11 pourra. itre 6tabli des consuls,
d es vice-consuls,' et des, agents con-

aires d chacuir des deux Pays
dans Pautre pour. la protection du
cominer'ce. Les agp;its Wentrbio'tit
eu fonetions et. en jQu issane des"ID

droits, privil6ge-s -a iminu nites qui
leur i6viendront, Wzapr6s en awlir:

-
q

obtenu. Fautoiization du gquverne-
anent territorial, celui-ci conservera
Wailleurs -le droit de d6temliLier jes
residences o. if lui donviendraTad-
rklettre les. consulsi bien entendix
que sous cc rapport le's -deux gou..
vernemens ne.s'opposeront. resp6e-
tivemerit aucune MIriction qui ne,
soit commune daus leur. pays i
routes -les nations.

..AP.TicLE XXTIL

Les consuls; vice consuls, et
asrents consulaires. de PEtat de
0-osta Ricaefi Belgique, leur chau--
celiers et seci6taires jouiront d6 tous
les privil6ees, exemptions,, et immu-.
nit6s doni'jouissent. lesagents de
meme quality de, la nation''la I
favoris6e. fien seridemime.dans
PEtat de Costa. Rica pou.r les con,
souls viceeptisuls, et agents consu-
lalres de:Be'lgique-,,.leurs chancelie'rs.
et seorkaires.

ARTICLE-XXIV.

Los- consuleg, vice-consules, 6 Les'. consuls,- vice-eonguls, d'u,
agentss consulates f6spectivos ten- agents consulaires respedtifs'poiir-
dran facultad de hacker arrester y de rnnt faire aTr6t6r:et.renvoyer,.soit4
enviar,. se;. 6, .Orde 6. i su pais, 4 board soit. dans -leur p.ys, les make-f.
los',marinerds que hubiesen deser- lots qui auraient.66ser46 des baitt-
tado los buques-de su. nation. Leste niens, de leurnation..' A cet effei, AS
efetto,,, podran dirigirse -por escrito i s'adr6iseront,-par-eieritaux a0toritA

rripeteutes- Iocales compkentes, et JuWfierontlos auiotidades -locales co I

y justifi6aran' por los 4el par Pexhibition. en origin. at'- ou . en

b'dque-, rol- de -t-npulacion, 9 por otros. elope duement cerfifi6e,- des re- S'.
do.cumentos-oficiales-ya onginoles 6 .--tres'du bAtiment ou du. role, d1equi-

r6c-just lom indl- -page, on par Vauires docutuents
n ormaban parte officials. que, les iudividw. qa.?ils

ripulacion; Probada: de recliment faisaient.-:.partie',.A1t ;dit,
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este nmodo, la dernanda, no so los

rohusara la ontrega, auttos bien so

le prostaran los atuxilios necosarios

para bIxar y arrestar it dichos doser-
toros, los cuiales soran aun de toni-

dos y cuwtodiados en Ias prisones

del Pals a' solicitud y expensas do

los conistles, hasta que estos agrentes
encuentereti ocasion do harer los

partir. Pero si esta occasion rno so

proseritaro dentro dol tormino do tres
inoses conitado dosde el dia del ar-

rosti), los presos qUodaran en libortad

y no volveran Ai sor perseguidos por
la rnisma causa.

Queda cntandido quo. los marine-

ros quoi scan subltitos do la otra part
seran exomptados de laprosento dis-

posic ion, 6i inenos que osten natural-

isados on el pais do la otr-a.
Si ei desortor hubioso comotido

algunl delito, su estrad icioni quedara
deti~rida hasta quo el tribunal .comn-

petonte hayn pronunciado Ia son-

tencia y quo osta haya tenido sit

efecto.

AwrTiCtLO XXV'.

(Cuando un biique pertonieuite
los ciudadanos del pais do Ia nun 6

do la otra parte contratanite haya
naufrugado, envallado 6 sufrido al.

gflna. averid cei las costas 6 dorninios;
do la otra part coutratauite, esta le
dara todo anxilio y proteccioft on

igiaics torminos quo 'a Los buques
de su. propio nacion, prometiondolo
en caso neccsario descargar sus, mer-

cancias, sin ~exigir ningtin derorho,
inmpuesto 61 contribucionalgunia'las-
ta quoe estas mercancias ptpedan sor

esportados, ai inenos quo no so dcs.

tinen at consunio interior, este but-
que, 6 todas sus parts; 6 restos, y

todos, los objetos pertenecientes Ai el,
del mismo modo, quo todos los efec-

tos y mercancias quo so hubiesen

salvado, -6 el produito de su yenta

Si liubiesen sidovendidos, soran fiel-
inlente restitudas 6 stus proprietarios

Equipa~ge, Stir cotte demiande, auss!
j11Stifi~e,,Ia. rernise noe pouirra leuir
&tro refi6s0. II Ieur sera donng
tote aide pouir la recherche et

1Parrostation des d its'desertou rs, qui
seroit ni~nies d6tenus et igard~s
dans los mnaisons dWarrk dii pays, i
la requisition et aux prix des con-

suls,jusqtu'ti cc quo cos agents aient
trouvd tine occasion do les faire

partir. Si pourtant cette occasion

no so pr~scntait pas dans tin dtdai

do trois mois, A comipter~du jour do

Parrestatio n, ls d&serteurs sentient
rnis on Ii'bertg et no pourraient plus
ftre arr~vs pour Ia ni~nie cause

ost cntendu quo Los marins sux.
,jets do I'autro parties soron't except~s
do Ia presente disposition, 4 momns
qu'ils no siojent naturalis6s citoycus
do 1'autro pays.

Si lo deserteur avait commis quel-

(Iuc d~tit, son extradition sera dilfh-
r~e jusqu'd cc quo Ie tribunal qui
adroit dWen corittAitre 'ait rCndu son

jugeniont et quo colni-ci ait rendux
son etfet.

ARTICLE XXV.

Lors qlu'un naviro appartenantaux
eitoyens du -pays do 1'une- ou do

l'autro des parties contractantes fera

naufrage, &khonera ou -suifrira

quolqlu' avaric stir los c6tes ou dans

Los dornainos do P'attre partie con-

tractante, celleo-ci lui donnera toute

assistance et protection coimme aux

navires do sa propie' nation, lui per.

niettant do d6--harger en cas do be-

sbin sos marchandises sans exigor
auicun droit. ni imp~t, ni contribu-

tion quolconquc,) jusqu'i\ ce quo ces
marchandises; ptu~ssent6tre export~es,
at momns qu elles ne soicnt livr6es i
la consommtation int6rieure, ce na-

vire ou toutes sos parties ou debris,
ot tolls I s objets apartien-

dront, ainsi. que tous les effots et

niarchandises qUL jen. auiront, 6t6

sauv~s, on le product do leur vente

s'lsa sont vendus, seront fid6le'ment
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mediantite rec~lamacion hlecha perellos
6 por $11s agentes debidameiite au-

torisados; y epi el caso quo. no. hu-

biese proprietario o agonte en los.

niisrnos lugares dichios efcctos y mer-

carlt'ias, 6 el producto do Ia. yerta

quo Ilujbiese sido hiecla, kigalmeli te
(jie los papelesmencontrados Ai border
del buque naufi'agado seran entre-

gados ait consul do la Ropfiblica dc

(jostairrica 6 at consul 1Beta en el
districto en quo eirnatifragio hubiese

tenido, lugar, y:et consul, los propri-
otarios 6 agelites susadiclios no esta-

ran obtigado-s Ai pagar mas gastos que
los originiacos por la conservacion dc

ostos objetos.

An'rrcuy.,o XXVI,

Los buques, mercancias y cfecctos

pertneiecientes a los ciudaclanos y

subditos res pectivos quo hubiesen

caidos enpod ordoepiratas en loslimn-
ites do la jurisdiccion deo una, de las

partes contratantos, 6 cn aita mar, y

que hutbiesen sido conducidos 6 en-

contrados en los puertos, radas, rios

6 bahias de la dominacion de la otra

parte contratanteI seran entregados
suIs proprictarios., pagando si ha

lug.6ar los gastos de recobro que fuie.
seoivdetermrniados por Los tribunals

competentos, siernpre quo oste dere-
chd do propiedad hava sido demon-

strado ante estos tribunates y por

reclarnacion, quo debera. hacerse den~

tro del termino do un. afio, por Las,

partes interesadas por sus -apodera-
dos, 6 por los agcntcs do Los gobier-
nos respoctivos.'

-ARTICULO XXVII.

Si, por tin concuirso, do circun-

stancias. desgraciadas, ltegasoe su-
cedoer que so, stis citazonl algunas

diferencias ontre las altas padres con-

tratantes y~que ostas, diferoncias- fte-
sen un.-motivo para, interrunmpir -sus

relaciones de arnistad, y si,. despues
do haber agotado los 'mnedios do una

vendus. aux. proprietaires sur leur

r6c~larnation on. sur cette do Ieiirs

agents i' ce duemnent autoris~s; et

dans lo cas- oi it n'y aurait-pas do

proprietaire ou d'agent sur los Lieu x,.
les dits effets on. marchandisos, ou le

produit do la vente qui ein serait faite,
ainsi que tons tos papiers, trouv6s A
bord dui vaisseau xiaufrag6 seront

remis au consul do l'Etat do Costa

Rica on au consul Beige dans P'ar-
rondissernient duquel le nauifrago.
aura lieu, et le consul, Los proprie-
taires on tos agents precit~s n'atiront

ai payer quo Les d~pcnses faites pour

la conservation do ces objets.

ARTICLE XXVI.

Loes navires, marchandisos et f-

fets appartenant aux citoyons ot sni-
jots respec-fifs .qui auraient- 6tA pris
par des 'Pirates claps los limitos de la

jurisdiction dei'une des'parties con-

tractantes ou en hauite mer, et.qui
seraient conduits ou trouv~s. dans
los ports, rades, rivi~re's, ou baics

do la domination do lautre partie
contractante, seront remnis A le'urs,
propriktaires enl payant, s'it Y.:a lieu,
les prix do reprise qui seront d6tor-

mines par les tribunaux cornp~tents
lors quo.- cc droit do, propri&t6 aura

4t6 prouv6 devant sos tribunaux et

sur la reclamation, qni devra en-6tre
faitit dans d6lai d'un an. pir Los

parties int~rss~s,- par tour. fonctes do

potivoirs ou par Los agents dos gou-
vernmens respectifs.

ART16LrE XXVII.

Si, par uin concours de; circon-'
stances maiheureus'es, des.. diff6ren-

cos entro los hautes parties contrac-.

tantes- ~pourraient devenir motif

d'uno interruption do' reLations
d'amit6 enitr'elles, et~qu'apre's avoir

6pu~isd los moyens d'une discussion

anlicalo et coniciliante, to but de lour

2Q,71,.
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discusion amistosa y concil;adora,
no se obtuviese el objeto de sit- irm-
tuo desen, se invocara do 'comun
acuerdo el arbitrvge. de n na terecra
potencia, igualitiente- arnigt. de las
parts, con el objpto de evit-ar por
este niedio una rllf)tura definitive.

Qucd-a conve.nido (I Iw en el Caso
de una interrulm-ion. de as relacioile-'s
commercials 6 de una rtiptura com-

pleta, los cincladanos &.1 j)ai8 LIV la.
una de las, ptirtes contratantes, esta-
blecidos 6 residientes oil los estados
de la otra, y quo egerciesen un co-

mercio 6 unit. fmAbsion. privada de
C11.1.11(juier species, tendrariAlwailtad,
de permanecer egerciendo sus 11CU10-
cios v- sit profusion. ,.in quedar cspLl-
estos'.1 molostia ni 6i desarra(lo nia-
gullo ell el r4eno gu.e de Su libertad
v propiedades, coti, tal .(Iue so con-
ilusc;an pacificameritey .(Ille no in-
thrigan los leyes, y sus biene-z.-, v
ef(,-cto,§- no podran ser embargados,
sequestrados ni sujetos A-carga iii
retencion sitio-a a(luellas A (1110 eStll-
viesen obligados los iiacionales,

A los-4 carrierCialites y den-l"Is Fer-
scitias que residiesen en tits costas se
concedera el ton nino de cuatro rrieses

para arreglarsus mientos y- disponer
de sus propiedades, Si St). illtOI16011
fuese Galir del pais, y oelto nieses si
su residencia se hallase radicada ca
el interior
En este Caso, ningm-lo de lo,; go.

bjernos rehusara la sulida del terri-
torio-i los-ciudadanos do aquel con

quien se halia en guerra, siew.pre
que ellos lo 'soliciten sin que pu'edUll.
ser detenidos ell calidad de rolienes
ni por cuttIquier motivo que sea, ex--

cept.p en el caso de responsabilidad
personal coulbruie d las leyes del
pais:- 'si esta responsabilidud fu6e
pectinuiria, bastara qiieden fianza 6
satis-faccion del acredor 6 quo ppr
cualquiera otro inedio' asegure 01
climp'limiento.'de sus empehos.

d6sfi- mutual WOW pas 6t6 compl6te-
i i le iit -atteirit, J'arbit'rage d'une ti.nis-
i6me puissance 6galernent ainie.deA,
parti os- sera invoqu& d'uu conin-mil,
aw,()rd pour iwiter, I)ar cc moyen,
title rupture d6finitive.'

It est convenu c1ne doing le'C'as
d'unc interhiption de relitiong COITI.
rnercialesou d'une rtipturecmnj)l.qe,
]es Citoyans, du pays (le l'une des.
hautes parties Contractantes kablis
ou r6sidunts dans. les etats de I'au.
tre et qui exercent -fin. zonm-ierce
(U Une profession. priv6e de t6uto
espece, auront la faeu.46 (le rester
dazis leur proi.,ss:ion oil de continuer
leurs afraires sans avoii., a supporter
de. trouble ni de desagi6aient dans,
la pleine jouissance de, lour libend
et de.lour proprike's tant (JU%18 se
conduiront pacifiquenient et '11111'.
freindront pa.,.s les. lois, et leur bie'lls
et effets tie st,.,ront. pas plus stijets
A saisis, ,:6(juestre, ou. toute autre
charge et-Iretenue que ceux (le la
ii-iftrie nature app4rtetiant aux. na-
tic)nau Jx.
Les ii6ooc.iants et les au-tres. per-

somies residents sur les c6tes burai-
elitAuatre, mols -pour regler leurs
cotrip!es-et disposer de ivill's proprie.
t6s, s its -se trouvaiwit dans Pititen.
tion de quitter le pays, et Imit mois
si Leur residence 6tait dwis Fint6ri-
Lm
Dans cc c,-is, aucun des gouvertie-

ryiens' ne-rcfLiscra, la settle de son
territoire aux citoyews de cchii avec
le quel it se trouvera en guerre, toutds
les fis quo ceux-ci .,ell front la de.
matide, sa'ns (ju'ils puissent 6tre re-
temis en quality d'6!ages, ni poor
quelqu'autro motif quo0cc Solt, ex-
copt6 dans le cas o6 leur responsa-
bitit6 personelle serait -etjgag6( con-
forizi 6 client aux lois du -pIII Ys 1. Si cette
respousabili t6.6tail. pecun mire., il SIlf-
fira qu'ils donnen t.caution s A la sati's-
faction.du-creancier, ou qu'il assu're
par quelque. a4tre mioyett Faccont-
plissement deses obligations..
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Se les, concederaun salvo conducto

para enibarcarso en el puerto quo eli-

gall. Fn ningun caso sus decedas

entre particularos, sus fdndos p6bli.
Cos, sus accioiios'do companlia po-
dran sor confiscados.

ARTICULO XXVIII.

Si sucodiese quo la una 'de las

altas parts contratantcs se hallase

en guerra conl algunia otra potelicia,
nacion 6 Estadlo, lns subditos do la

otra podran continuar su coinercio

y su riavegacion coni estos m-fism-os
Estados, excepto con las ciudades'6
puertos quo estu vieren bloqueaidos
por ti6rra 6,.por mrar. Sin embargoo_
teniendo en consideracion la distan-

cia quo separa los paises do tas liar-

tes contratantes .y bL itncertidunbre
qjue,resuilta. de esto sobre Ios varios

acoritecimientos que pueden ocurrir,
queda convenido9 que un buque
niercante que intentase ponetrar en

uno do los ptiertos sifiados 6 blo-

queados sin: tezier conocinwiento del

,sitio 6 bloqueo, podra salir lib~ro.
mente do esto puerto Coni 'it carga.

niento y dirigerse, 6 5tro
puerto quo creyese oportuno a me-

nos que di~cho buque persisted on

entrar, i pesar -de la intiftacion le-

gal, conocido en tiemnpo oportuno
del coni-andanto do Ilos fuerzas miili-
tares del bloquco 6 sitio.

.Queda bien entendiclo, quo en

ningun caso so autorisara el corner-

cio do objetos reputados como coni-
trabando do gUerra, tales. cuales

estaran -especificados, en tratados

analogos Si sucediese quo un

buque perteneciento at pais do una

las. parts contratantes so hallase,

enl un puorto sitiado 6 bloqueado
por las tuerzas niilitrufes do la 'otra,
parte, antes del estabiecinrijento del

bloqueo 6 sitio, podra salir libre-

flbente con sUt cargarnento sin quo.
dar sujeto confiscacion ni veaja-
men do ninguna especie, aun en el

Un sauif conduit leur sera d~livr6
pour s'embarquor dans un port do
leui choio. Dais nu.cun cas los dottes
entre particuliers, los fonds publics,
los actions do compagnie, no seront

c~onfisquc's, s~questr~s ni rotenus.

ARTICLE XXVIII.

$'i1 arrivait quo 1'une des hautes

parties contractantes futr en guerre

avec quelquo autro puissance, na-

tion ou 6tat, Los sujets 'do Pautre

pourront continuer lour commerce

et leur navigation avec cos m~rmes
Etats, except avec los villes ou

ports qui seraient bloques onu assi6ges
par terre on par mer.. Prenant en

consideration cepondant P1'~oigne-
menit des pays dos parties contrac-

tantos, et L'incortitude quni en re-
sulto sur Los divers 6v~nements qui
peuvernt avoir lieu,. it est conve~n
tin'tin bitimnent niarchand qui ten-

tera d'entrer dans uni do ces ports
assi&g6s ou bloqnt~s satns avoir~con-
naissance dui si~ge ou du blocus,
pourra quitter librement cc port avec,
sa cargais6n et so diriger vers toute

autro port on lieu qu,'il jugera Con-

venable, 4 momns quo le dit batimont

noe persiste i~vouloir entrer, malgr6
la sornmaticon 16gale, con nue en

temps opportun, du commandant

des forces militaires dum blociis ou

du siege.

II est bien entondu., que dans

aucun cas, ohnWautorisera, le coin-

merce des articles r6put6s-do contre-

bande do guerro, tel qu.'ils sont

spkcifi&s dans los trait6s analogues.
STi arrivait qu'un- batiment. appa'r-
toeiant all pays de 1'une des parties
contractantos so trouvait dans un

port assi,'gg onl bloqu.6 par los forcies
militaires do 1'autre partie, avan't
1'ouverture du blocus ou, du siegb,
it pourra librenrient, en sortir avec

son cha~rgement; cormm 'aussi il'ne
seta pas suijet confiscation' ni i un
trouble qtielconque,,s'il 6tait trouv6
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caso do hallarse enl el puerto despues
de la toma 6 de la rendicion dfo la
plaza. Si un bucqrie entra-do en el
-puerto antes- de la intimacion del
bluques, tornaso h bordo tin carga-
nmento posteriormuorite ih oste ncto,
las fherzas que cotistituyen el blo.
ques podran mandairle volver ~ioste
puerto y desembarcar su cargamnen-
to. A. fialta do acumplimiornto do
esta o~rdon quedara espuesto 6i
iguales consecuencias qno unibtique
que persisiase on qtueroreritrar on un
-puerto bloqucado 6 pesar la intim-ra-
ciorn quo so le hubiese ht~cho para
quo so rctire.

ARTICULO XXIX.

Quoda, formalme-nte convonido
entre la dos partes contratantes in-
depcndientamcnte, do los ostipula.
cionos quo preceden, los agents
diplomnaticos,los ciudadanos do todo
clase, los buques; y los morcancias
del uno do los Estados gozaran do
dorecho pleno en- el otro, do fran-
quezas, reduciones do derechos,
privilegios, 6 inmunidlades do cual-
quiera clase quo ftLesen concedidas
6 quo so concediesen hu la nacion
mas privilogiada, gratuitamoente si la
concosiones gratuita, y con igual
compensacioii si la concesiones; con-
dicional.

ARTICULO XXX.

La rcp6blica de Costarrica- y sn
Majostad el Rey de los Belga's dose-
.ando acer tan durables y solids,
.como las circunstaincias Jo pormi.
tan las relaciones que so establocen
entre los dos Estados, en virtud del
prosente tratado de amistad, -do co.
mnercio y do navegacion han decla-
rado solemnemonte convener en los
puntos, siguientes:-

1. El presented tratado -estara en
vigor por especio de dies aiios con-
1tados desde, el dia del caiuge do las

To . 75S.

dons le port apre's la prise ou Ta irrn.
dition de la pLace. Si in' niavire
enidt6 datis le port avant la signifiea-
tion du-blocus, prenait ii son bord
uhe cargaisson post~riourernenit a,
cot adoe, los forces faisant le blocus
pourraient lui ordonn~er do reii~rcr
dans cc, port et do d~barquer son
chargement. Faute d'ob~ir ift cotte
injunction, ii so' trouvorait expos6
aux inkrnes cons~qiiences quo le
batimcrnt qui persistorait A. vouloir
entror dans un port bloqu6 rnalgr6
La sonimation qu'il aurait requ 1.de
so retiror.

ARTICLE XXIX.

IL estiformellemont convonu ontre
los de-ax parties con tractantes qu in-
deponclarnment dos stipulations qui
pr~c~dernt, los agons diplornatiques,
los citoyens do touto classe, Jes
naviros et les rtiarchandises do l'un
des deux Etats jouiront do plein
droit -dans L'autro, des franchise,
reductions do droit, priviI~ge et im-
munit6s quelconques consontis ou
a consentir en favouir do Ia nation
la plus flavorisde, etcc-,, gratuitement
si la concession est gratuite, ou avec
la mmem compensation si la- con.
cession, est conditionelle.

ARTICL'r XXX.

L~'Etat do Costa Rica et sa Ma-
jest6 -le Roi des Bolges, d~sirant
Tendre aussi 'durables et solids que
Los cfrconstances le porrnoettrant los
relations qui s'6tabliront en~tre les
deux Etats en' vertu dui pr~senit
traits d'ariti6, do navigation et de
commerce, ont d~clar6 solemnolle-
ment convenir des points suivantes:

I...Le, present trait6 sera en vi-
gueur pendant dix anne'es 'a compter
do jour de I'dehazige des ra'tifica-
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,ratificacio~nes.; y si doce meses ants

de'la espiracion do cste termnino, ni

la una, III la otra dc [as dos altas

parts conftratantes anunciase, por

uiria deccaracion oficial, su intencion

do hacer cesar Los efectos, dicho tra-

tado sera aun obligatorio, dturante un
fijo, y asi sucesivariente flasta la

esperacion de los doco ineses quo

siguiesen la declaracion oficial en

question, en cualquier opoca que esta
tuviese lugar.
Qucda bion entendido, que en el

caso en que es'ta doclaraciorn haya
sido hoecha por la una de Ids parts
,contratan tes, las diis posiciones del
tratado relativas al cornercio y 6 la
iiavegacion serani Las unicas que sc

consideren com-o abrogadas y anula-

(das, pero, relativamente Los articu-
los concernieintes Li Las relaciones de

paz y anilistad, el tratado pIiod ara
porpetUarnente obligatorio para Los

dos E~stados.
2. Si uno 6,varios-cindadanos de

la una 6 de la otra parte Hlegaso it
infringir algurio de Los articulos con-

tenido on et presented tratado, Los di-

chos ciudaclanos quedaraii personf.
mente responsables, sin que por esto
la buena -armonia yla reciprocidad
eutre lo& dos naciones flegew i ser in-

terrurnpidos. Si, desgraciadamente,
uno de los articulos corntenidos en

el presente tratado fuesen de cual.

fjquier rnodo que sea violado, 6 infrin-

gido, queda e~presamnonte convernido
que la parte quo haya permanocido
6 fbie dbora. prinieramrnete presen-
tar Li la otra rnia esposicion do Los

hechos, y una demrnada do repara-

cion acompahada do Los documentos
y de Las pruebas nocosarias para es-
tablecer la legitimnitar do su queja, y
no- podra provocar represalias ni

comoter por si mismo hostilidades

sino hasta despuos que la reparaciorn
pedida por ella haya sido rnogada 6

arbitrarianmonte deferido, y despues
do haber agotado los inodios de con-

'ciLiacion indicados en el articulo 27..

tions; et si, dou70 moist, avant Pox-

piration do cc- term-re, ni l'une ni

L'autre des deux hautes parties con-

tractantes 'annonce, par une do-

claration oflicielle, soil intention dWen
faire cessor les effets, lo dit traits

rostera encore obligatoiro pendant
tinle annite, et ainsi do suite jtisqu'&
l'oxpiration des douze mois qui

suivront la decLaration officielle en

question, a quelqu 'dpoqUe qu 'eLle

est lieu.

est bien entendti, quo dans le

cas o6i cette declaration viendrait ;i
&tre faire par I'urn dos parties con-

tractantes, Los dispositions du traits
relatives au commerce et i la navi-

gation so raiernt settles consid 6rds
comnmi, abrog6es et anntul6es, inais

q~u'L '6gard des articles qui con-

cerment Les relations de paix et
dlamliti6, Le traits n'en restera pas

momns perpetuielleinent obligatoire
pour Los deux Etats.

2. Si un ou plusieurs citoyens de

L'une ou do L'autre partic venait ii

eulfroindre quelqlu'un des articles

contenus dans le present traits, los

dits citoyecis en scront personelle.
mont responsables, sans quo, pour
cola, la bonne harmnonie et la reci-

procit6 soient interrompues eutre

Les deux nations. Si, malheureuse-
mont un'des articles couitenus dans

Lc pr6seni traits venait en quelque
mani~re quo ce soit,L i 6tre viola ou
ernfreint, it est oxpress6mnont con-

venu quo la partie qui y sera rested
fiddle devra d'abord presenter ;i
l'autre partie un oxpos6 des faits,
ainsi qu'une demande en r6paration
accompagri~e des docurnens et des

preuves n~cossaires pour dt~ablir la

16gitiruit6 do sa plainte, en qii'elle
no pourra autorisor des represailles,
iii so porter elle-m~ine i des hostili-

t6s qu'autant quo Ia reparation de-

mand~e n-ar clle nura k refuse

ou arbitra~roement difl'~r~e, et apris
avoir epuis6 Les voices do conciliation

indiquces Particle 27.
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ATITICULO XXXI.

Y en el caso ern quo fuiose conve-
niente y Wiil, y con el objoto de
facilitar fmns la buena inteligencila y
arruionia entre! amrbes partes contra.
tantes, y para ev%,ifar d lo suicesi'o,
toda especie de dificultades, do pro-
poner y de cfiadir alguirns articuins
al1 presente tratado, queda convenido
que anibos Estados so ailanaranl,
sin ei muenos retardo, 6. tratar y a
estipular los articulos quo pudieren
faltar At diclho tratado, si se juzgasen
mnutuarnente voutajosos; y quo los
dichos articulos, despues do haber
sido convciiidos y dobidamonto rati-
ficados, haran parte del preselnte tra-
tado de anmistad, de coinercio, y do.
navegacion.

A11TICULO XXXlIL

El presented tratado ser6. ratificado,
.por el Exnio. Se-nor IPresidente do
la rep~blica-de Costarrica. y por su
Majestad el Rey do los Belgas, 6
pnr la persona 6 personas cucargados
del poder egocutivo despues do la
aprobacion de las carnaras, y las
ratificacionies seran caingeados lo
mas pronto posible.

Eli f6 delocual, los plonipolenci-
arios le han firimado y sellado con
sus armas.

l~echo en doblo original, 13rusoles
eldia-- do --doe
mil ochociontos cuarente y nuove.

o. 75.

A11TICLE XXXI.

Et, danis le cas c~i il serait conve-
nalble et util pou faciliter daivan-
tage la boxnen hanrmoi entro les,
detix hautots parties contractantes,
et pu evte a lPavenir toutte esp6ce
do ditffcult~s doeproposeret d'aJouter
quolques articles flu present ftait6,
ii cst ccnveinu quo los deux Etats
so pr~teront, sans 1Ic rrioindre retard,
a traitor et 6 stipuler les articles qui
pourraielt matiquer an dit traits,
s 'ils 6taietit jugs mutuollcmentt
avauntagcux, et quo los dits articles,
apro-s avoir et6 convenus et dfinient
ratifi~.s, foronit partie du present
trait6 d'aniiti6, do commerce, ot de
navigation.

ARTICLE X XI

Le present traits sera ratifi6 -par
le Supremie Directeur de. 1Etat de
Costa Rica et par sa Majest6 le Roi
des Belges, oii par Ia personne ou
les personnes charges du pouvoir
oxecutif apr~s l'approbation des
chanibres, e t les ratifications enl
seront, 6changt~es le plus-t6t que
faire so pourra.
En foi do quoi, los plenipoten:

tiaires V'ont sigu6 et y ont appose
lcurs sceaux.

Fait on doijuble original A\
le

Sign le 27 Mlars, 1849, seulemoent, par les Etats. de Nicaragurta, Hion-
duras~, et Salvador.'

No. 9.

FORErIGN OFFIcE., April 26, 184.9.
The undersigned, her Majesty's principal Socrotary of State for Foreign

Affairs, has the honor to informi Don Francisco Castellon, charged with
aspeilmsinfo tlhe State of Nicaragua, that, lie hasa received from
Sir Robert Campbell, the chairman of the Committee of British subjects
who are holders of the bonds of Central America, copies ofa letter which
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Mr. Castellon addressed to the committee on the 28th of February last,
anqc of their reply of the 12th of March; and the undersigned regrets to
learii frorn these letters that this important part of the mission, intrusted
to Mr. Castellon by the government of Nicaragua, has not yet been satis-
factorily concluded.

It appears from this correspondence that Mr. Castellon has abandoned
some preliminary objections which had been raised by hirn calling in
questionn the validity of a notice with was published in the London
newspapers in March, 182S, by Mr. Zebodua, then minister of the Cen-
tral American republic at this court, and it appears that Mr. Castellon has
now informed the bondholders. that he cannot make arrarngernents for the
paymnent of the arrears of interest due to them, until they furnish him with
,evidence showing that their bonds tally with those mentioned in Mr.
Ze;badua's notice; Air. Castellon has also required the committee to slp-
port him in mainadirlirib the claim which he has addressed to the under-
signed relative to the Mosquito port of Greytown, the revenues of which
port he says formed part of the security assigned for the payment of the
debt.
The undersigned begs leave to observe, that it appears to him that-Mr.

Castellou has not alleged, ill support of these demands, any reasons suffi-
cient to Justify him inr further postponing an arrangement which ought to
have been made twenty years ago, for surely the bondholders are borne
ealt in stating, as they have done, that all they can be reasonably expected
to do in order to prove that their bonds are genuine, is, to exhibit them
at the time wvheii the interest becomes payable, as tile bondholders did
five years ago when the republic of Costa Rica paid its proportion of the
debt. And with regard to the question respecting Greytown, Mr. Castel-
Jon will recollect that the undersigned stated to him, in a letter dated 17th
February last, that her Majesty's government, however desirous they
were of cultivating tile most friendly relations with the State of Nicaragua,
conld not do anything which could be interpreted as admitting any doubt
that Greytown belongs exclusively to the. M )squito territory. 'Phis, there-
fore, is a matter in regard to which the bondholders cannot exercise any
'influence over the determination of her Majesty's government; and the
undersigned has to state to Mr. Castellon that it cannot be deemed just
that the payment of the arrears which have been long due to the British
bandholders should now be made to depend upon the issue of a question
which the government of Nicararua has raised in opposition to the rights
of the Mosquito King. And moreover, with reference to Mr. Castellon's
.statement that the revenues of San Juan were pledged as security to the
loan contractors, the undersigned has to observe that the loan was raised
in 1825, and that it was not until the year 1S36 that the government of
Central America attempnpted to effect their usurpation of this Mosquito har-
bor of Greytown and establish a custom house there.
The undersigned has the honor to renew to Mr. Castellon the assur-

ances of his high consideration.
PALMERSTON.

Mr. ASTELLON, *ko 6'C.-

LLONDON, Jume 28, 1849.
it is a true copy.

FRANCISCO CASTELLON. [SEAL.]
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LONDON, June 23, 1849.
MBv LoRD: On my return from Gaeta, I have received at this court

your excellency's communication dated the 26th of April last, by which
1 am informed that Sir Robert Campbell, the chairman of the committee
of' bondholders of Central America, has applied to your excellency to
support them in obtaining the conClusi)on of an arrangement fbr the pay.
nient of the proportion allotted to the State of Nicaragua of the debt con-
tracted with the house of Barclay and Company, by the government of
Central Anierica, arid which arrangement, according your excellency,
ought to have been done twenty years ago; though I have explained to
the creditors the motives I have had to retard it.

Before I received your excellency's much esteemed communication, I
had addressed to the committee of bondholders the basis of an arrange.
mrient for the payment of the part appertaining to Nicaragna, without,
however, desisting from the demnmid fer the exhibition of the documents
which I have solicited, and which 1. believe are necessary for the legali-
zation of the acknowledgme-nt imsade by Mr. Zebadua, minister from
Central America at this court, in favor of the bondholders.

Thlis act, my lord, Shows that this affair is in course of arrangemneut;
and if there have arisen any differences, it is for the interested parties to
settle themn amicably as is usual amongst civilized people, anid in con-
formity with the rules of universal justice, especially when your excel-
lency knows it is only in case of an absolute refusal of justice, or of a
notorious injustice, when the subjects of a nation can claim the protec-
tion of their government.

11er Britannic Majesty's government, who acknowledge those princi-
pies, will do an act of justice to Nicaragua by declining the intervention
in the present case, as the question only rests on the presentatioii of dock
unierits whose presence would very much forward its concluLsion. If,.
from the time this formality vas solicited, it had been acceded to by her
Majesty's agents who, have been encharged to make the claim to Nica-
ragua, this affair might have been concluded and the boudhoiders rein-i
bursed, as other creditors have been whose debts' have originated from
claims which force, and not justice, has mado to prevail. I am sorry
to have to say so, and do it against my inclination.
As to the question, if it is just or not to require the British creditors to,

support the rights of the State and solicit the restitution of the port of
San Juan, the honorable Lord Paitnerston knows as well as I that the
law of nations approves of it; firstly, because it is one of the revenues
pledged by the government of Central America for the payment of the.
debt; and secondly, because Nicaragua, though small and weak, can, iii
its capacity of a political being, employ all those means which the same
laws have established to obtain a reparation for an offence, in case his
complaints against it have not been duly attended to.

Respecting these two points, your excellency says that the port of San
Juan could not be comprised in the hypothec, because the loan was raised
in 1825; and that it was not till 1836 that the government of Central
America took possession of it, in opposition to the rights of the so called
King of Mosquitos. O this particular, I have said to your excellency
all that is convenient inl my despatches of the 20th of January and 5th
and 19th of Maich last, which have not yet been answered. Neverthe-
less, I have, to observe to your excellency-
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r.irst. That the port of San Juan de Nicaragua has been open to the
commnierce of import and export ever since 17l16, when the government of
her Britannic Majesty, by a solemn convention celebrated with the King of
spain, renounced the protectorate which they were disposed to telle to
the MosqUito tribes; that since then these Indians retrained under the
dorninion. of that monarch.

Secondly. That after the independence of Central America, not only
was it declared to be within the limits of this republic, but also it was
rehabilitated by a decree of the federal government in 1.824, ratified by
the national Congress in 1825;

Thirdly. That in 1826 the prospectus of the history of Guatemala, by
Don Jose' de Valle, was published at this court; and it was there said to
all the. world, without ever being contradicted, that the limits of that re-
pullic were, on the west and northwest> New Spain; on the southeast
(he province of Veraguas; on the south the Pacific ocean) and on the
north tile Atlantic; in an area of 26,152 leagues square, and of the shape
of a triaiigular polygon, whose base is in the line that separates it from
New Spaini, and its vertice at Panama.

Fourthly. That the argument deduced from the assertion that Nicara-
gua has not had any formal establishment at San Juan until the year 1836,
is not admissible to prove that it does not belong to Nicaragua, because,
if it was admitted as a principle, it would necessarily follow that any one
mighlt occupy lands belonging to other persons, but found vacant by neg-
ligence or impotence of the right owner; and that, reasoning in this man-
1jer, England herself could not be sure of nmanly of her territories where
she only holds a legal possession.

Fifthly. Tlhat even admitting the argument, it cannot prove that the
Mosquitos are the owners of the port: firstly, because they have not had
political existence until the year 1848, when the arms of her Britannic
Majesty put thein under her protection-a protection against which I
have protested, inasmuch as it is prejudicial to the rights of Nicaragua.
Secondly, because, even if they had existed independently defacto, they
never possessed the port of San Juan before or after the year 1836, and in
this case Nicaragua has the right of the first occupant; a right that, ash1
have before said to your excellency, must be respected, until she shall
have been convinced by reason, and not with arms, that her right is null
and unfounded.

Sixthly. That it cannot be said, without offending Nicaragua, that her
government has committed an usurpation, at the very time when, sup-
ported by justice, she cones to exclaim, against the violence with which
she has been deprived of her best possessions. And lastly, that in the
differences nlow existing between Great Britain and Nicaragua, this State
will never consent, however great be the confidence she has in the mod-
eration and equity of her Majesty's government, that they should defini-
tively resolve the question. For that reason I have proposed to your ex-

cellency, in my despatches of the 5th and 19th of March, to settle it by
arbiters, if no other means are found to settle it amicably.

It results, then, from what I have said in the preceding paragraphs-
First. That the port of San Juan is, and has always been, the property

of the State of Nicaragua since the declaration of independence of Central
America.

Secondly. That as such, it is comprised in the hypothec as security to
the loan contractors.
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Thirdly. That for this reason the creditors must co-operate with Nica-

ragua in supporting the claim, or resign themselves to wait for the pay-
Inent of the part allotted to that State, until by an act of justice the said
port shall have been returned to her with an equitable compensation for
the damages sustained since its occupation.

Fourttily. That the declaration of her Majesty's government alluded to
in your excellency's communication cannot be considered as definitive,
having protested as I did, and again do protest, against it and its conse.
quences, as prejudicial to the rights of Nicaragua, humiliating and de-
pressive to her government, and contrary to the practices used amongst
nations that owe each other mutual considerations.

This language, which your excellency might use, situated as I am,
cannot but prove the frankness and loyalty that have beens the basis of
the relations established between the two countries, and cannot alter the
good intelligence and friendship I wish to cultivate for the benefit of both
countries.
And persuaded, as I wish your excellency to be, of the rightfulness of

my intentions and the sincerity of my wishes, do not doubt, my lord, of
the sentiments of friendship and esteem with which 1 have the/hollor to
*be your excellency's humble servant,

FRANCO. CASTELLON.
His Excellency LORD PALMERSTON, C., .5C., .5C.

LONDON., June 28, 1849.
It is a literal translation.

FRANCO. GAVERETTE, [L. S.]
Private Secretary of tihe Legation.

No. 10.
Mr. Cobden wanted to knowwhat we had to do with the President of

Lib ria, that the country was to give him f100. Secondly, he wanted
to know"r what was the meaning of the sum put down as expenses of the
King of Mosquito and suite on a visit to Jamaica?

Lord Palmerston said that the King of Mosquito's business at Jamaica
lwas to be crowned there, as the previous King of Mosquito. had been. It
had been considered proper anrd politic to convey him to and from. Jamaica
in a ship of war; and the item of which the honorable gentleman com-
plained, was the charge always admitted on the occasions of personages
being so conveyed in Queenus' ships.* As to the President of Liberia
after a visit to this country last year, connected with his office, he haQ
requested to be conveyed to Liberia in a ship of,.w-ar, and it had been in
Jike manner deemed politic to comply with the request..

Mr. Cobden said, that as to the King of Mosquito, the United States
regarded with jealousy any settingoup of monarchical States on the coast
of North America; and he considered it extremely iiijuchicious on our part
to be putting. ourselves forward in such prominent connexion with this
aboriginal savage, as to fetch him over to Jamaica, crown him there, and
then carry him back again and instal him in his kingdom.. There was
another item forvthe charge of main taining certain Mosquito Indians. Were
we to keep the subjects of the King of Mosquito as well as the King,him-
self? There was an item for the payment of some advances or other to
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Moorish chiefs at Portendic, and another for arms, &c., given to the Sultan
of Johanna. It appeared to him most improper to be expending the pub-
lic money in arming these obscure savages
Lord Palmerston said, that the Mosquito State had been under the pro-

tection of England for more than two hundred years. The United States,
theretbre, Whose antiquity as such was scarcely so great, could not very
well complain that England wvas setting uip a State in the Mosquito terri-
tory. As to Porteridic, there was a large corn trade carried on by Eng.
land in that quarter; and it was considered expedient, and indeed neces-
sary, to make, now and then, small presents to the local chieftains. As
to the Sultan of Johanna, he did not, at the present moment, call to mind
what the exact circurnstatices were, but they were probably of the same
character.

No. 11.

Repoort on the state of the affairs of Nicaragua.
Tn my despatches of the 20th of January last, I laid before Lord Palmer-

stonI the right which Nicaragua has over the port of San Juan and Mosquito
territory, stating, Istly, that from the time of the Spanish government,
both. have been considered as dependents of the ancient kingdom of Gua-
temiala; 2dly, that as such, they were comprised within the limits which
the constitution of 1824 fixed for the republic of Central America; 3dly,
that neither tile Spanish government, nor that of Central America con-
federation, have recognised as a nation the wandering tribes which the
government of her Britannic Majesty, it is asserted, took under its pro-
tection more than, two hundred years ago; 4thly, that this protection has
not existed, especially after they renounced it on the celebration of the
treaty of 17&3, and the convention of 1786, which left the said tribes of
Mosquitos wholly iunder the Spanish dominion; 5thly, that if the British
government has now- decided to lend them its protection, they have not
thereby acquired the right to constitute themselves an independent State,
anad much less to appropriate to themselves a port which Nicaragua has,
without any contradiction, possessed ever since it was qualified, in. 1796,
by his Catholic Majesty, for the imports and exports of that province;
6thlv, that even were the sovereignty of the aforesaid tribes recognised,
out of deference to her Britannic Majesty, it is still unquestionable that
the port of San Juan is without the limits of that territory, which, from
the remotest times, has borne the name of Mosquitos, and which is
situated between Bluefields and Cape Gracias a Dios; 7thly, that not only
the opinions of the geographers and impartial travellers who have laid dowvn
the said limits are in favor of Nicaragua, but also the possession which
she has ever since held in the presence of the whole world; 8thly, that
although it is true that until a not very remote epoch she did not estab-
lish a custoni-house there,' still it is no less so that during all this period
she has made use of it, and by other acts proved her possession, by'which
Nicaragua has preserved a kind of ownership; in virtue whereof it was
requalified by i decree of the general government in 1825, and a custorn-
house was then established; 9thly, that while Nicaragua has,'at least,
the right of first occupant, eVen 'supposing that 'she did not establish a
custdm-house there until thie year 1836, as the British 'agents assert, the
Mosquitos have not even this right, as they have never possessed it, nor
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have had, either before or after that time, any public or private establish.
meit, there, but, far fromt it, have always kept away frollm that point, and
wandered onlry about Cape Gracias a Djios to tire north of San Juan;
]Othly, that this right gives her all illndisputable title to lkeep Such pOSS(eS-
SiOnI U1lnil reasons shIul be given, according to international custom, to
prove thre contrary; and that the having deprived Nicaragua of it by force)
coirtinitiirig the amicable and conciliatorv measures which were proposed,
is an Otffence which demjands a just reparation, according to international
law; I I thly, but notwithstanding all, the governrnenrt of Nicaragua Was
disposed to leave tile Mosquito questioll ill tihe state ih wasin onl the 1st of
January, ISIS, arid to recognise their independencee as soon as thle princi-
pal irationis of Europe and A rnerica should do so, provided tIle port of Sani
Jua waIs retnllr'e1d to her. l.ord L'almnerston has hitherto given no answer
to nrv despa:tchr ; but, provokled by a communications whrlichl I addressed to
his lordship onl tIle 9th of'February last, demanlding thre observance of
the stlaiU quo of tire first ofJanuary, 184S, until the decision of the ques-
tior, wViLh the object of' preventingg the distribution of land at San Juan,
and tIle e(xeCCutiont of other projects intended by the British conmmandant of
taift port against the rights of Nicaragua, he aanswered me on. the I 7th of
the sarie month, "' that however desirous her Britannic Majesty's gov-
erninjert niight lbe to cultivate thle nfost friendly relations wvith Nicaragua,
they could not do anything that could be interpreted as adinitting a doubt
that Groytownv belonged to Alosquitos." I hereupon again addressed his
lordslhip on tire 5tlh of Marchr f;ilowirig, rernirndi ug him that mlly despatch
of tire 9tlh of February referred to -Sari Juan, and not to Greytownl, which
ranie, according to information I hrad privately received, wvas given to
the estalihisrllrrellt of liruefields, against whiich I Irad protested, in thle
name of Nicaragua, oln tile '25th of Septemrber, 1844, at which time they
shrow\etl ilit(elrtiolrs ofoccllpyirrg ttlat east; but tlat ifLord Palhnerstori gave
that rrairie to San Juan de NicaratgaU, l was obliged to declare that I
could riot collsellt to this Lord(dificatioii, arid still less that tIle port of San
Juan slrould belong exclusively to the 1reterrded King of tire Mosquitos,
unless an inn partial arbiter, thurortglgly acqu.in ted with the affitir, should
decide so. In proposing this ineasure, I offered to Lord Palmnerston to
accept any other that, Withlout affectitig tire honor arid digiiity of nly
corurntry, might lead to a satisfactory terirrination. In the meanwhile a
letter appeared in the Globe of the 14th of iAlay last, written frorn Sari
Juan de Nicaragua, and dated tire 27th January, in whicth it was said,
lstly, that thenceforwvard that port was to be called Greytown, a namne
niore proper for it since the British arms had recognised it for tire King of
the Mosqtirtos; 2dly, tha' the British consul, Mr. Christie, acting under
the authority of the Minister for Foreign Affairs, had designated the Ma-
chuca rapids (thirty miles above the junction. of the Serapique) as the
limits between the territories of Nicaragua and Mosquitos; 3dly, that the
said Mr. Christie had arranged with thle governor of Jamaica for thle
transportation of convicts to San Juan for the works to be there soon
commenced, as likewvise a police force for its security; 4thly, that a Mo-
raviati mission was soon to arrive there, exclusively dedicated to the edu-
cation of tire Indians; arnd concluded by mrianifesting a desire to know what
might be the result of my mission, after the refusal of tile Nicaraguan
goverinrmenit to treat with Mr. Christie in his character of consular agent
at Mosquitos. This publication induced me to address to his lordship
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another communication on the 19th of the same month of March,. in
which, after inakinig some observations relative to the arrm-istice of the 7th
March to dernand the observance of tIle stextuo quo solicited in my last
coriimuhiicationl, and defending, the conduct of thb Nicaragulani govern-
melit with respect to Mr. Christie, I asked, first, that her Britanlnic MNa-
jestv's government, should annul wvhat had been done by the said consul
ill the demarcation, in the same way that they had an.-nlled thle, coilnnluis-
sioni coniferred by thre superintendent of B3elize on certain individuals to
legislate at Mosquitos, declaring that thle proceedings gonle through in
virtue of thle said commission ought not to be considered as having more
value or force than they might have had without being authorized by lier
Britannic Majesty; -2dly, that ill the same mariner they should give
orders to the governor of Jamaica not to send any convicts, or other kindl
of force, until the question shall have been definitively settled, protesting,
besides, against the Moravian mission, if its object were the piropagation
of a religion contrary to that professed by the State of Nicaragua; 3dly,
that they should disapprove of the conduct of' Mr. Christie towards tire
government of Nicaragua, as contrary to tIle views and interests of her
Majesty's government; and 4rlhly, that they should nami-ie arbiters to de-
cide the question relative to San Juan and Mlosquitos as soon as possible.
I did not obtain any written answer until the. 6th of April, the day on
which I left for the continent, and his lordship had onily told re verbally
that the ncans I had proposed to decide tlre question were dishonoring
to her Britannic Majesty's government, which had already declared, after
viewing the documents, that San Juan belonged to Mosquitos, and con-
sequiently they could niot be expected, though he reiterated the protesta-
tionis lie had before miade me ill favor of Nicaragua. My answer was, that
I was waiting to have that declaration made to ire ill writing, ill order to
deliberate and resolve as to what night be more convenient for the
interests of my country, and which lie otfered to do very soon. Su'h
was the state of this affair up to tile 6th of April. Oln tile 26th, uIlder
pretext of a reclamation fromn the conimnittee.of bondholders of Central
America, relative to the part appertaining. to Nicaragua of the debt con-
tracted by the republic of Central America in 1825, his lordship persists
in the declaration of the 17th of February, that the port of San Jlan
whichi Lord Palmerstonr already calls Greytown in. all his comnrinunica-
tions) belongs exclusively to Mosqtuitos, and that I ought llot, for this
reason, to have invited thle creditors to support tile claims to such a port,
as I have done, founded on the reason that it was one of the revenues
affected to thle payment of the loan; which aff.air will be the subject of
the following remarks:

Foreign debt.

This proceeds from a loan raised in virtue of a decree of the federal
Congress dated the 6th of l)eceniber, 1S24, by the President of the
republic, with the house of Messrs. Barclay & Co.., for the zionninall sulm of
$7,142,857. rThe loan contractors engaged to lend $200,0)00 within two
months, and $150,000 after seven and ninie months respectively. The
first surm was punctually paid, but the second onlly in part, and thus it
wvas that only the sum of $328,316 on accouilt of the loan entered
the treasury of the federation. Nevertheless, the shares .were put into
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eircntilation, anid otight to have been sold at seventy or upwvards, the sur.
pris for the republic and thie loss for the house; they were only sold at
sixty-eight, it was said, anrd the private obligations circulated at seventy.
The same house spoke to the government about the sale and the loss of
two per cent., offering to discount from the commission in case it was
declared to be on account of the republic. In the mean time the house
of Barclay & Co. becarne bankrupt, and Mr. Zebadua, minister there of
the republic, put the affair, on his authority, in the hands of Messrs. Reid,
Irving?, & Co., who, in virtue of. it, supplied the money for the payment
of the dividends of the first of August, IS27 and 1828, taking as col.
latteral security the mortgage of the bonds that were deposited in their
house, to the amourit of d44,OO0. It was thaen that Messrs. Barclay
presented their account to Mr. Garcia Grenados, especially commis.
signed for this business, which was not approved of by the government
of the repnhlic, because it was not in contbrrmity with the one maide out
by the Minister of Finance, frorr the entries made. Tl'hus the affair
remained till 1.838, when Mr. Chatfiecld, lBritish consul, who has alvavs
been hostile to Nicaragua, a(Idressed a clain in the naimie of the creditors,
authorized, as he said, by the Minister for Foreign Affairs. r'Phe republic
was thlen unfortunately in the 11iost terrible crisis of the transition which
was ju-st taking plane. The federal pact had been declared broken by
the States, to reform the constitution of 1824, (lefernded by the President,
Mor-azazn, who resided at San Salvador, a short tinie l)efore elected into a
fl'deral district. There existed no longer any bond of union between the
States, and each one remained as a fiee anid independent State, without
auzy restrictions beyond those established in the pact they engaged to cole-
brate. Costa Rica, which hiad always been the most pacific, experienced
several revolutions, which gave rise to the dictature of (Castello, who con-
stituted that State, separating it from the others of the Union, but always
en(ea-voring to preserve with them relations of friendship and goodj under-
standin-. Nicaragua and Honduras declared war to San Salvador, anid
Guatemala and the Altos (which formed already a State) were troubled
by the Carrera faction. rhese were the circumstances Mr. Chatfield had
vaitedi for, to establish his relations. The States answered Mr. Chatfield
that the affiir concerned therm. all, and that they would come to an agree-
merit to settle it. Por this purpose they determined to organize a conven-
tion of States, wh,,sc meeting was to take place at Santa Rosa, in the
territory of Honduras. The war in San Salvador prevented this meeting
until the 19th of March, 1810, wvhen the President, Nlorazlan, was detfiated
at Guatemala, which aftioti decided the political question: thus the Car.
rera fc tioni triumphed. fbrevter, anid fourid symipatliy with the governments
of the other States. After the re establishment of peace, they ag in thought
of the convention to rneet at Sonsonate, but this again was frustrated by
sonie clifferezices arising among the .States. At last, by an agreement come
to between the States of Honduras, San Salvador and Nicaraguia, the city
of Chinianfega (in. the latter State) was fixed upon. The meeting took
place in 1 842, and the governments of Giatemnala and Costa Rica were in-
vited to send their representatives; but this could not take place on account
of sonie difficulties whieh the first opposed tO senditig its delegates, and
a revolution made by Morazan in the second, which created an alarm
in Ihe others. The convention, nevertheless, formed on the 19th of July
of the samc year, already called a confederation, in which was stipulated
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the organization of a general government for the maintenance of the
foreign relations, conferring upon it the faculty of liquidating the foreign
debt and inalking arrangements for its payment. Guatemala did not adhlere
to this treaty, but offered, however, to maintain good intelligence with the
contederatiorl; arid Costa Rica, which continued separate, arranged the
payment of its part ini the general debt with the colnsul Cluatlield, who
still insisted onl the claim, anid profited by the confusion to lay dowlnll the
law to the States. Before proceeding any further, I niust relate some ili-
cidents that occurred about that time. The State of Nicaragua, wishing
to give a proof of its loyalty and good faith. with respect to the. foreign
debt, published a declaration on the 30th of April, 18:38, recognisilng tile
part allotted to it, of the obligations and compromises of the government
of the republic,,and to inspire the creditors with more confidence, not
onlly acknowledged by a decree of the 17th of September, I 839, six for-
tieths of the doubt, taking as a basis the representation it had held in the
federal Congress, but also destined for their payment the tobacco duty,
anid the inconie arising from the sale of lands and woods. This decree
was sent to the consul ini answer to one of his communications in which
he demanded anl arrangement, but it was not enough to satisfy him; and
carrying his pretentious further, he apportioned to every State the part it
had to pay individually. To Nicaragua one-sixth part was assigned ini-
stead of sixcfortieths, which had been ,acknowledged; for that reason it has
refused] to pay the part assigned by the said consul, protesting against an1
act attempting agai nIst the independence and sovereignty ofthe State, which
alone possessed the right to arrange this affair either by itself or with
reference to the others of the extinguiished confederation.
The treaty of 1S42 could not be put in force until 1S44, on account

of some dilfrerezices existing between Honduras and San Salvador, respect-
inig the reception this. latter State had given to the partisans of Morazan
after the revolution of Costa Rica, where he perished ; this served the
consul, Chatfield, as a pretext to give to his demands a character of jus-
tice. Costa Rica had -already arranged, as I said belbr', the part assigned
to her, without oljecting to the diistribtition ; and the others, Considering
themselves weak, showed themselves willing to muake ail arrangoement.
Nicaragiua alotie, guided by a sentiment of honor and dignity, has openly
sustained the question, answering the consul in language full of mlodera-
tiorn anid respect, that this affair Nvas riot comprised in the functions of a
consul, as they are laid downi in thle laws of IlatioIs ; that Nicaragua
wished to mlakse lile arrangenient with an agent of the creditors, duly au-
thorized for this purpose ; that if lhe nmerited the confidence of the credit-
ors, ie would show his powers, as is requisite in such cases ; that Nica-
ragua would not refuse to pay the 11 ths she has acknowledged, because
sihe believes herself not bound to pay any more, and that to ascertain
the amoutit of the ;1 ths it was necessary to make a liquidation of the
debt, because, according to the account kept in thle ministry of finance,
the States of Central America were not responsible for the whole suiI1 de.
mianded, which was never received in the treasury of the confederalion,
as was proved to Mr. Bailey, agent for the house of Barclay, against Which
the republic had the claim for the prejudice and dainage suffered for the
non fulfilment of the original contract. The consul has answered that
he holds the powers from tile bondholders; but, setting aside the rest, lhe
has carried his demands to the degree of threatening Nicaragua with force
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if the arrangement iwas further postponed, alleging. inl support of his ple.
tentsions, tlhe condiet of Nicaragua, and the acquniescernce of the other
States not otllv to tile parts assigned to then, but also to the amount of
tIle Ltgeiulral debt, which, naccordincg to himri, is $;816,300, and interest
thereon since 1S218, belonging to thc bondholders, and 1,58,950, and
interest thercoll since thle same year, to tlne house of Reid, Irving, & Co.;
making, altogether, a total of $¶h75,4150-the share of Nicaragua being
$.1 62,576 o reals. The governments of Nicaragua-seeing the obstinacy
of thle conistul, and the dliffiulty of corning to a satisfactory conclusion,
especially after the events of the Ist of January, 1.848, when by real force
she was dleprived of the port of San Juan de Nicaragua-determined to
include ill thc objects of mv Mission thle affair of the debt, to see if, by
treatintZ with the creditors themselves, I might come to anl equitable ar-
rangermoent. In fact, onl mly arrival at this coast, I communicated to the
bonld(hlders the object of my mission, inviting then to name a coma.
missioner, if they found it convenient, to treat with. me for the liquidation
and other finial arrangements I was empowered to conclude, with the con.
ditions I have before stated, relative to tile responsibility of Messrs. 13ar.
clav & Co., for their not having complied wvith tire articles of the contract,
The comtmittee answered me, ol- , that the bondholders had nothirng
to do with time question of responsibility, because they had only bought
time said honds without investigating if tlme sale xwas made according to the
Comol itinns laid down in tIhe contract with loan contractors; andl as for the
liquidation, they considered it unnecessary, because Mr. Zebadua, by a
notice Wvhicli appeared in the Times on the 6th of Miarch, 1828, had made a
formal recognizance of the debt, to the sum of t163,O000 sterling, (£300
less thran tile sum claitmmed by the consull) to which was to be added the
interest up to the present time. The observation to the first point I
thought just, and I expressed myself ready for thle liquidation and final ar-
ramigemnent, reserving the rights of Nicaragua against the said house of
Messrs. Barclay & Co. But as for the acknowledgment made by Mr. Zeba.
dua, I was not of the same opinion, and I answered the committee that the
article of thle Times, though I did not doubt of its authenticity, or the
good faith of its editors, was not sufficient without the signature of that
minister; that, besides, I judged indispensable the exhibition of the pub.
lic act by which the bonds were found good and according to the said
notice, the tenor of which is as follows: t
"TThe undersigned, minister o the republic of Central America, is in.

structed to make known, to horn it may concern, that his government
some time since negotiated a loan through the agency of the late house of
Messrs. Barclay, Herring, Richardson, & Co., of this city, for the nomi-
nal amount of' one mu lion four hundred and twenty-one thousand pounds;
and that thle contractors with thle said house did not fulfil their engage.
nients touching the said loan, by which his governm-nent, has suffered great
inconvenience and injury. Considering, however, that there was a por.
tion of the bonds puit into circulation, and that the holders of them ought
not to suffer from the non-filfilment of the contractors, the said govern.
ment, therefore, wishing to give a proof of their good faith towards them,
has authorized the undersigned to recognise as national debt the sum of
one hundred and sixty-threc thousand three hundred pounds, being the
amount of bonds in circulation, which bonds are as follows: 698 marked
A, 298 marked B, and 38 marked C; and in order to authenticate and
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verify the same, the holders are hereby required to present thlem at the
house of tho undersigned, 31 Manchester street, Manchester square, any
day before the 20th of this month, between the hoursof 12 and 4, in
order that the said bonds may 'be stamped, authorised, and recognised as
legitiirate and valid. for the future.

"M. ZEBADU)A.
"LONDONj MarcW15, 1828."

So that, by this notification, the bonds that have not the requisites cannot,
in my Opilli(n, be admitted on account against the State, though Mr. Ze-
badua said that he was authorized to recognise as national debt the sum
of$]!W63,000; and to know if they have the above mentioned requisites, it
is absoluitely necessary to exhibit the public act of the operation practised
by Mr. ZebIadua, or else the bonds themselves with the said legalization.
I added, too, that in case of an arrangement the creditors ought to sup-
port the claim of Nicaragua to the port of San Juan, because it was one of
the revenues pledged in the original contract for the payment of the debt;
and that its occupation not only ought to be considered as a direct attack
against that State, but also as prejudicial to the creditors whose claim wets
older than the Mosquito question. I did not even imagine that the
committee would refuse the exhibition, because I thought that, dealing
fairIv and without other views, to forward the arrangement satisfacto-
rily for both parties they would accede to a solicitude founded in tile
simplest principles ofjustice, and not at all contrary to their rights. I could
not, then, read without surprise the answer I received from Mr. Hamimlond,
secretary of the committee, dated the 12th of March last, in which he
only manifests to me, that if they had sent me the notification published in
the Times, it was only to acquaint me with the formal recognizance, made
in the name of the republic, of the sum of X'163,0U0; accordingg to the
translation of the article of the Tinies, published by Mr. Klee, the agent
of Messrs. Reid, Irving, & Co. in 1836, it was only X,160,00();) that the
formalities required inl tile notice were not necessary for the validity of the
bonds, because they were valid since their emission, and as such were
negotiated in the public markets; that the committee could not, erven ii
they were disposed, propose to the bondholders to exhibit them as a pre-
liminary for the arranigeinent; that they would be exhibited at the time of
the payment, as it was done when Costa Rica paid; that the committee,
as a duty towards the bondholders, urged a prompt arrangement for the
payment of the part of Nicaragua; and that if, before the 23d of March, I
did not present a proposition, they felt it their duty to put the correspond-
ence in the hands of Lord Palnerston, and to ask his intervention to pro-
cure the desired arrangement.

In consequence of this answer, I again addressed to the committee a
communication on the 31st of March, expressing the sentiment that their
despatch of the 12th had given me, because they not only refuse a just
and amicable demand, but threatened me with the intervention of the
ministry, which I thought unnecessary in the present case; but if the
committee were determined to recur to Lord Palmerston, it would be sat-
isfactory to me to treat with him, persuaded that his illustration would
duly appreciate the motives I had to delay the conclusion. I announced
at the same time that I was going to absent myself for a month from this
court, and that I hoped on my return to find them ready to continue our
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labors. I absented myself on the 6th of April, an(d up to that date I did
not receive any answer. Nevertheless, I sent fromt Gaeta on the 22)d of
May the basis for an arrangement, with the condition that before signing
any convention they would satisfy the demlands I had made in) my firmer
despatclies. But the cornnuittec, inl the meanwhile, had sent the affair in
question to the miniiiistry; and Lord PaInlerstoan, in consequence, addressed
rne on the 26th of the sanmc month (April) a coninainication, ill which he
tells nre that lhe has read the documents presented to himi by the commniit-
tee, imploring the interference of his mrinistry, and that he was sorry to
see that this important part (if the rnisbion intrusted to me was not yet
satisfactorily concluded ; that it appears to him that I have not alleged ill
Support of mly demands sufficient reasons to justify mle iln further postpo(i-
itig an arrangement which ought to have been made twenty years agM;
that the creditors were already borne out in stating that all thlat cold be
reasonably expected from theem to prove that their bonds were. authentic,
wvas to exhibit them wvhen the interest becomes due; and that respecting
Greytowur, (namre given to San J'ialzi de Nicaragua,) hle had to refer mile to
his despatchi of the 17th of FebrUtary, in which lie Ihad infornmed rne that
her Majesty's government, however desirous they were to cultivate with
Nicaragua the most friendly relations, could do nothing that might he
interpreted as admitting a doubt that Greytowni belonged exclusively to
the Mosquito territory, anid that for this reason it was a matter in regard
to which the bondholders could not exercise any influence in thle deter-
ruination of her Majesty's government, adding that it could not be deemed
just that the payment of interest dule to the British subjects should be
niade to depend onl tlme conclusion of a question that the Nicaraguan gov-
erninment had raised in opposition to thle right of the King of the Mosqui.
tos; that as for the hypotlhec, lie had to observe that the loan was raised
in 1S25, anrd it was not till 1 8S36 that tile governrnjemt of Cenitral America
atterlmpted the usurl)ation of that harbor, and established a cuIstor[1-hou.se
there. The answer I gave onl the 23d of Juntie to this unexpected corn.
rrinnication, was to say-

First. That I decline his intervention in this question with. the credit-
ors, as they were tihe only proper persons to propose and adopt any means
for its termination ; expressing, at time samreC imne, that if thle creditors had
compiled vith the just demand of' Nicaragua since the conineteceinent of
the questiomi, they night have been reiutibursed of' their irnoney, as other
creditors have been whiose debts have originated from claims suppo.)rted
by the l3ritish armis, anid not by justice.

Secondly. I r.ej.)roduced all I had alleged, to prove that Sari Juan
de Nicaragua (not Greytown) has belonged to telis State since it was
opened in 1796, wvhei the government of her Britannic 31.ajesty re-
noueiced the pretension of protecting the Mosquitos in the article of the
treaty in 1783, and in the of the convention of 178t6; that it was
rehabilitated inl 1824 by a decree of the general government, ratified by
thle Contgress in 182.5, and conmprised in time hypothec made to the house
of Mvlessrs. Barclay anid Company for tile security of the loan raised in
1826, at which time thle republic had accredited a rrnister to this coast,
not only to solicit the recognizance of it anid the territorial limits de.
sigmied by its conistitutiioti, but also to claim 3Belize as being part of Cen-.
tral Ammnerica, which wvas sioni accorded by King George,' with the condi-
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to,, that the privilege conceded to British subjects in the article, of the
rollvenltion of i.7SC, should be prorogued; -and that for this reason I
protested against the declaration of tlhe 17th of February, in my de-
spatches of the 5th and 19th of March, (in which I proposed to name
arbiters to decide the question,) and I newly protested agaiii'st it as being
prejudicial to the rights of Nicaragua, huniliatiing to its government, and
contrary to tire practices usual amongst nations that owe each other mu-
tual consideration.

Thirdly. 'To show, in conclusion) the hypothecary right of the credit-
oxs to the revenues of the said port, and their duty to support the claim
of Nicaragua against the usturpation that has b3een made in the name of
the Mlosquito tribes, unless they will wvait until the State, by itself, shall
have obtained thle proper reparation of the offence.

This is the state of aff'iirs.

"Question befteen Nicaragua and Costa Rica."

This is an event that, by a fatality which has befallen to the lot of
Central America, h-as originated from the spirit of independence that
aniniores thatl people, This spirit has been carried to a' degree of exag-
gralin, and is the source of all our discords, the civil war that has pro.
duced the dissolution of thle union whidi natUre, religion, and our coin-
mon ori-in, had formed of thle States of Central America-a union that
tlie institutions adopted after the emancipation frorn Spain ought to have
fortified and perpetuated, by means of a federal pact. Thus it is not strange
that whene this tie was broken, those St: es fell to ruin. The weakrness
consequent to their isolated situation in which they found themselves,
created discredit and want of consideration in their relations with for-
eign nations. Let it be said as a simple digression, without inculpating
anxyl)ody, orat-trilbuting to any person the causes of our misfortunes. I
will pass now to explain the question between Nicaragua and Costa
Rica, which verges on the designation of the territorial limits. The
province of Costa Rict, which, tender the colonial regini6 of Spain, was
subordinated in some parts to Nicaragua, became after the independence
a sovereign and free State, and as such a member of the union called
'4(Central Amierican Confederation," according to the constitution of
1S24. 'The people, enervated bylthe joy of their sudden transition to
which they owed their political being; flattered by the idea of a happier
future under thle beneficial influence of the institutions thev had
adopted; little experienced inl matters of government and administration
of publicc affairs, the nmen who were called to orgauizo the country under
the new form, without any other thought but that of fraternity and union
to strengthen the nation against a reaction of the metropolis, did not
care to fix with due exactness the limits of every State, thinking it suffi-
cient to fix those that separated the republic fxom Mexico and Colombia.
Thus it is, that, though it does not appear in the constitution of each.

State, the demarcation of its own limits, it was always considered that the
boundary between Nicaragua and Costa Rica was the same that divided

*Mr. De Marcoleti has this document, and can answer any questions put to him on tho
subject of this report.

19.
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those provinces whien they were defendants of Spain. So certain is thhl;
that the constituemt assenir'bly of ('osta Rica, respecting thle ancient de-
ruareation , fixed. ill the '2d article of tile constitution of the 21st of' ian.-
uary, IS25, tile /11) riv"or as the line sepa;irating it from Nicarnaeia ever
slice both wer provinces of' tie necien t k ringdom of' Guatelm-ii ;alld
Nicaragua was so confrinrilig to t lis, tihat ill tile coilnKite tioll of tIne 422d
of April, 1826, it wvais said her limits extei(e~d to tine State of (ostam.ll,

hllich weCre tlhe SLilto TiVelC, as 1 lihave stlid. Withill these liniits it Cmili-
prised tile district of NicovaY tile ObI)eCt of the 1Uestion between Nicar'V,rua
and Costa Rica. If this (qilestioll was to tie treate(i simply as at the time
when both States were provinces of uliaterinala, thle soluitiolu ought to h~e
sougiLiti the laws anid tile official and historical docilinetits relative to
those couliltries, arlmioligst \11iiC'h slihould be quoted tIedcictionarVy of I)on
Aitonio10Aedi pubifisii(h(1 1 SS; thie Hi story (of (Guatemalua, by D)on
Domnliii go Juiarros ed{litCd ill 182'3; a tid the political arid statistical sketch
nmadee ii 18,24, by Don Almigunel G]oiizalez Saravia, last governor oif Nicia-
rag1na, d1illig tilC Spanslsh doo irinotiii. TIrhe first, Sp)ealing of' Nicfova
says: ' Nicoya is a prov ice and alcaldiiin 'olf Clein.gdoml of' (311ateiii;iIa1
in Central Alerica; itS liniits are, omi the east Costa Ilicat, on1 tIme north
tile lake of Nicaragua, oml thie west amid SOt1th tIie Placific ocean ; its e'x-
tenisioni is small, alld is coMsidered as aL part of the province of NicarlagIa,
whose -overiol' appoints tile alcrilde as his lieuteiait. " l4r. .juarros, in
describinig Nicaragua, savs: ''lTne iiitendancy of Nicaragua ihtieldes
five districts: of those Leon, which is the first, was fbriiierly considered
a govern rient; the others, Ilealejo, Matagalpa, Subtiava, and Nicoya, were
corregidorships: but now all these are under the jurisdiction of the ill-
tendatit of the province, who has six d-eputies, on-le resident at the city
of Segovia, one sin the town of R-ealejo, arid one in each of the villages of
Subtiava,,NMatagalpa, Mlesaya, and Nicoya." '.'lhe 3d, in relation to Ni-
carage a, says: " 'lhe area of' this province has the figure of a triangle,
almost isosce/es, Whiase sides, in angles a little obtuse, run in tile north
from east to west, froni the gtulfof Arniapala, comirmouly called Conchagua,
on the Pacific, to the P'earl river on the Atlantic; from there it runs to tile
south onl the coast and confines, of the province of Veraguas, thelice. to
Buriea, point on the Pacific, and from this in a diagonal line to Arnapala
gulf. It is situated (including the part of' Costa Rica which is ill t-he
southern angle) between 1P anid 300 30' latitude north, -and T7 30W
and Sic 15' longitude, from the nidridian. of Cadiz. It confilles on the
north with. the guIf' of' Arnapala, which washes its coasts and receives its
largest rivers, with the province of Honduras arid the niountaims and
territories occupied by thle Indians, not reduced, down to the Mosquito
country; on the east with tile Caribbean sea; on thesouth with the prov-
ince of Costa Hica, fromntwhich it is divided by the river Salto, in tihe gulf
of Nicoya; and on the west with thle Pacific ocean." But the difficulty
is not here; because, though the ancient limits of' these two provinces are
unquestionable; though Costa Rica, in her constitution of 1J25, re-
spected those limits, fixing hers to the Salto river, as 1 have said; and
though in the elections f;3r deputies of Nicaragua Nicoya took part, and
was represented ini tile constituent assembly of thle State ill 182(5, Costa
Rica IIOW claims not oDly the district of Nicoya towards the Pacific, btit also
the territory onl the south of thle river San Juan, dlown to its embouchure
in the Atlantic. She alleges in favor of' this pretension a decree passed
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e1he hcACral Cngress on the 9th of Decemnber, 182.5, which says, in
lhe article st: "' For the present, and iititil the litnits of each State shall
have beenfixed, or(lered by the article 7th of the consl;itution, thie dis-
trirt of Nicoya shall continute separated from the State of Nicaragua, and
ailileved to that of Costa Rica." As regards this decree there are four
,observations t6 make: 'The first is, that the State of Nicaragua addressed
to the Cotigiless a vciy energetic protest, dei-riauding the revocation of the
decree and showing the titte she had to h eeC the possession of Nicoya,
and3 tle iiijilstiroe of- dc<privin1g it of one of its districts. Secondly, that
the people of Nicoya also petitioned against its annexation to Costa Rica,
demanding, to be reinuorporated to Nicaragua, as it is to be seen in the
municipal archives of that epochl; and espec ially in act passed on the 15th
of Anigust, I82V6,'in which they refltsed to utter the oath of obedience to
the constitution of Costa Rica, becauseO its annexation was provisional,
and was at the time the object of the high deliberations of the Congress.
Third(ly, that the-governinment of Costa Rica, itself convinced that thle an-
nexatioii was only perovisional, ordered, by a decree of the 29th of July,
1825, the suspension of the sale of vilCallt lands in that territory, Con-
sidering the prejudices that might be caused to the buyer-ini case it was
retunred to Nicaragua. Fourthily, that the Congress having not fixed
the limits by a law, before the dissolution of the Union, the annexation of
the said district of Nic;aramia was considered in the estimation of all the
other States as provisional; anid theretbre Costa Rica cannot claim any
right to the said district.

rheese incidents did not, however, alter thre friendly relations between
the two States during the federal Union; the question depended on. the
national Congress, aand lboth waited in calm the solution that was to in-
sure forever, the peace anld repose of these two important sections of
dtile cojifederation. But it wva§ not till lS3S, a year fatal for Central'
America for more than one cause, that the pretensions began to be,shown
which,developed to an inciconceivable degree of exaggeration., have been,
and will be, the caused of our iniisfortunbes, arid have exposed us to the
fatal ifluence of thie stranger which threatens what is most dear to the
Spinriish Americanl States, heir liberty and independence. In 1838 all
the States, except San Salvador, that did it out of necessity, disowned
the national- powers tliat existed in virtue of the celebrated constitution
of 1824, with the object of proceeding to make the reforms that expdri-
ence proved necessary, and which could not have been made for the in-
trigries of the party called "federal.' This is thle only native that justi-
.fiestlhiat ill-fated revolution. Since then every State has begun to reform its
own particular constitution, thinking to be working for the general,
which 'was to decide the form of government that was to be adopted.
Nicaragua, the first to promote the reforms, wyas also the first to convoke
a constitutional assembly, with the object of reviewing the constitution of
1826; Costan Rica followed the example, though in a diff-erent way, and
with another object, as it will be seen. The constitution of Nicaragua
whose project had been made public, designing, in the article second, the
limits of the State, marked, on ;the southeast, the -river Salto for the
boundary; and did so in consideration to the petitions made by the mu,
nicipalities of thel city of Rivas (chief toxwn of the department of Nicaragua)
ahid of the district of Nicoya, who demanded to be reincorporated into the
State of Nicara-ua. 'The Costa Rica government foresaw the transcendr
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ence of this declaration, anid sent Don Francisco Maria Oreaminos As plea'..
ipotentiary to- the government of Nicaragua, to settle the -question of
limits, and to procure a modification in the constitutional -article. SeOfor-
Oreaminos proposed severalanier-idnieits, and also the basis of a treaty, on
this and other subjects of mutual interest. but all with the condition that
Nicarugua should recognise the aninexation of Nicoya to Costa Rica ad
perpetuamn. Th'lie minister was the- first who, to lirge all arrangement, an--
nounced the determiination of Costa Rica to fix her limits from the mouth
of the river San Juan on the Atlantic, to that 3f tic river Flor on tile
Pacific, in case the basis lie proposed was not ad-opted. The coristituient.
assembly of Nicaragua refused to treat on such basis; btut, out of' defer-
ence to Costa Rica, added to [he article second a clause as follows:.
"The limits of the two neighboring States will be marked by a luw. which
will inake part of the constitution,''which shows plainly that they were
disposed to come to an amicable cotiveution, and to prevent difficulties
which might destroy the friendly relations betweerl the two States.

This clause to the article second settled the difficulties.of the moment,
and the aifair remained to be arranged at a more favorable occasion. Ni-
caragua had her attention entirely occupied in thle war against San Sal-
vador, which lasted until 1S40).GCosta Rica began also to suffer front
internal revolutions which termiinated with the dictature of Carillo, Iwho
made that State the para,.ua of Central America, as it was said by several
contemporary writers, until 1842, when the Ex-Presidernt Morazan, iwho
was at Chirigin, invaded the State, and snatched th-e power from the
hands of the dictator. This event, and the appearance of Morazan,
alarmed the other States, amid caused the legislative chambers of Nica-
ragua to authorize the Director of the State, by a decree of the 4th of
June, 1842, " to proceed to the reaniiexation in, the shortest possible
limne." This was rather a mode of justifying a war against the conqueror
of Costa Rica (as Mlorazan was called) than of solving tle question be-
tween the two States. Consequently, though the government of Nica-
ragua -was invested with this faculty, it did inot nmjake use of it, not even
in the propitious circumstances that presented themselves afterwards, (in,
September of the sarmle year,) the rebellion against Morazan. This proves
the good faith which the Nicaraguans pursued towards the people of
Costa Rica, though this State has abused its power to oppress its weaker
neighbors. After the rebellion of Costa Rica against Morazan, which
ended in the death of this s ` , the iNicaraguaii government sent to
the p?-OiviOI1Qa one of that State, Senor Don Zoribio Figerinio, authorized
to treat on this and other subjects of mutual-concern. The minister from
Nicaragua arrived in Costa Rica on the 5th of January, 1843, and imnme-
diately opened the negotiations; but these had no better suecss tthan
those of Senor Oreaiiiinos in Nicaragua; and at last the commissioner
retired after a inonth, protesting against Costa Rica for the undue deten-
tion of the- district of Nicoya, and against the means used by that govern-
ment to recover it. It is necessary to say that Costa Rica, during the
conferences, did not propose any other adequate means to solve the ques-
.tion than to refer it to the legislatures of the two States to decide, foutided
in the decree of the 9th of December, 1825, drawing, therefrom not very
logical conclusions, in my opinion. Tjhe government of Nicaragua-did
not say any more on the subject until the 14th of July, 1S43, when' that
of Costa Rica was again invited to proceed to an amicable arrangement.
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,&t 't1at very 'time, the llentor Castaricense, No. 34, published the basis
,of the new constitution to be decreed by the assembly ot` the State; in
which they definitively-fixed the boundary line between Nicaragua and
'Costa Rica from the Flor river, on the. Pacific side, to that of San. Juan,
-on tbe- Atlarntic, which -line cuts the southern extrermity of the famous
lake of Grenada, an-id the southern shores of the river San Juan. In con-
sequence of this a reclamation wias a(lddcssed on the 18th of the same
month of July, in Which the fraink and loyal conduct of Nicaragua in
Telation to this qicestion is inanifiosted, inviting the provisional chief of
-Costa Rica to intercede wvith tle assembly '' to abstain in their constitu-
tiolnl chart from fixing tho!-! limitss, reserving to do it (these are the
-vords of the note) vheon the question shall have been friendly decided
by the meaus ah'(lady proposed, which were worthy of consideration."
Timle chief of the State ansm-wered this communication by an edict of the
assembly, rniittcd on the 5th of AuLgtist, in which they approved of the
-conduct of thie executive power in orders to this question, charging him
to sustain it with pi-rdencer, and to manifest to Nicaragua "'that the in-
tentions of C*osta Rica were to rmaintain their relations' as if they were but
one family." To prove this assertion, an additional article was added to
the constitution, viz; B'nBut the boundary line that separates this State
'from that of Nicaragua shall be defliiitivelv fixed when Costa Rica shall
'have been heard in the national representation, or when this affair shall
have beetn submitted to the i'npartial judgment of one or more of thle
'States of the republic.'

It must be observed in the communication from the ministry of Costa
Rica, amid to it I call the attention of hite impartial 'reader, that to satisfy
Nicaragua (it says) that they do not possess any other right to retain tlie
territory in- question than that of its being a deposite which was intrusted
to themn by the federal Congress, by the decree of the 9th of December,
1825, already quoted, bec-ause if they returned it, they say, without art
-order from the depositor, it would highly compromise the depositary;"
to which it. was answered, that their quality of depositing denoted their
obligation -to retuinn it to the legitimate owner; that Nicaragua, being now
independent from the other States, had a dight to recover it, for the same
reasons that a man whene he becomes of age recovers his property that,
'till then, had bee'n in the hands off his tutor. In fact, if.the district of
Nicoya was, before the decree of the 9th of 1D)ecember, 1825, a part of
Nicaragua4 if the Congress of the republic-, which administrated the affairs
-of the nation, had made Costa Rica depositary, without depriving' Nica-
ragua of its lawful rights; an d if, before giving the property definitively
'to Costa, Rica, both consented to 'the dissolutio.n of the UUnion, in virtue
f which the Congress existed, it is unquestionable that Nicaragula, after

'the dissolution, is apt to -recover tlme deposite, and the depositary, who
knows to whorii it belongs, has no excuse to retain it when 'the depositor
-does not exist. To Sustainllther opinions, would be to introduce a prin-
ciple ruitious to society; it would be to sow the seed of discord amorngst
the people, to expose the sacredness of liroperty to the caprices of pas-
sions, introducing disorder and confusion among the citizens.
At that-time I was unfortunately -in the' ministry when these affairs

'were being dissenting; and I confess, that if"I hesitated in adopting the
arbitrament, it was not only on account of the States then which did nbt
inspire sufficient confidence to seule a question of so mucfla iterest t
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Nicaragua, but also because the national represcnitation was more con,-
forniing to nmv wislhes, to which Costa Rica i-night .issist. to procure a re-
union; therefore I endeavored to or-aziize a federal goverijinent, which
created the pact of tile 27tlm July, 184,2, and was to resolve on the re-
formns then in neled, and to whlichl Costa Rica proposed to adhere Onl tile
6th l)ccernber, 18411.

T'ie afiair then -was still pending whlen I quitted the ministry to ta];e
charge of a mission tfiat had been intrunsted to mmme to the courts of'
France, Belgiurtm, HIoIlland, Spain, .Lmnglammd , and the United States. But
while I was in Paris a w7ar bro(:lke out between Hond(uras,. Saln Salvador,
and Nicaragua, changing al togeth er the aspect of afihirs in this list
State; and Gost; R.'-a, profiting of this change, sent p)crsonIs of colfi-
dence to the new gouerminienjt, with the object of settling thle differences
respecting Nicoya, and to celebrate a treaty for navigation of the river
San Juan. This comImIission was cordially received by Nicaragua; and
the individuals natmied to treat with thellm were persol)s whfio ilnspired
great confidence to the government of Costa Rica; they were Senores.
Don Juan J. Zabada and [)on Laureano Pineda. But in spiti of these
-happy circumstances the affair did not change of aspect. The comlinis-
sion from, Costa Rica tenlacioulsly sustained the old pretensions without
alleging any substantial reasons fbr it. (Nota)j Nevertheless, considering
the difficult circurnrstaimces of the time, threc treaties wvere sig-nied onl thle
12th asnd 14th of D)ecenbher, 1846(, which were to the Iollowing pttrpose:
The first was a treaty of friendl ship, frateriity, aid ,alliance between the
two States, for the mitutual defence in case thle iintegrity of the territory of
Nicaragua was attaclied on time side of' the A tlanti, anld to endeavor to
re-establishl the national union of'Central Amnerica by means, of a generad
government that would watch over the security and respectubility ini and
olut of the country: tlue second, to arrange the navigation of the San
JuaLn river. In thi's treaty it wvas stipe elated, firstly. that the conlr1erce
of Costa Rica should be made by that river, under thle guarantee of tIhe
laws of Niearagua-, pavig at the port the tonnage. duty and storage estab-
lishied by the tariff; secondly, two reals per quintal of cotTee, or anly other
produce shipped forforeign markets,and four perceiit. for thetraiisitot'goods
for the consumption of that State; arid that Costa Rica could establishla cus-
torn-house at the place called Sari Alfonso, onl the river Scrapique, for thle
entrance of those goods under certain ennditiotis expressed lin thle articles
4th, 5th, and 6th; thirdly, to arralige thle tariffs of each State wiLh more
confbriliity and. better principles of economy, until both shall be equal in.
all its parts; fourthly, in all additional article they agree to exenmpt from
duty all kind of provisions that may lie imported in' San Alfonso, which,
town it is in the interest of both governments to promote, arid make it
attractive to the settlers: to name the judges for a court of justice to be
established there. The object of the third treaty was to settle thle differ-
ences relative to the limits of both States; and therefore it was stipulated
"'that the question respectitig the boundary onl, the side of. San Juain.
should remaiin undecided (thul4s the treaty says) until the said States
shall have chosenl a pacific arbiter to solve it aimiicably;. that Until tile
said differences shall have been legally arranged, either of thle two States
might occupy the point or poitits that she light require on the side of
the Atlantic and the neighboring country, giving previous notice to thie
other government, which1 as a fiend and sister State, could not opposat
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it, unless she possessed just and powerful reasons to do so, engaging to
subylmit to atl arbiter any disputes that night arise on this particular,
which arbiter was to be chosen of common accord, and expressly
reinUnlleing a resort to artls, under pain of being responsible for 'the
coliseqlulenices, tile first to break the eilgagenllents of this contract;
that respecting the qnestioh about Nieoya, both agreed to refer it to
an arbitrament composed of the government of Honduras oin. tile part
of Nicaragua, and of the government of (Guateniala oln that of Costa Rica,
which were authorized to ap(pint a third, totally impartial, although it
might be of any foreign nation ; the said district should never appertain
to any other but. the republic of Cenffral America, and that on no account
should it ever pass to the possession of any foreign nation, under pain,
that if it was ever done witli tile consent of the State to which the arbi-
ters had adjudicated it, it should by this act forfeit the right acquired in
virtue of tlhe arbiter's, decision. Tie Legislative Assembly of Nica-
ragua fully approved of these treaties, proroguing to six months -the
terrn for the ratification, and authorizing, the government to accept the
modification or modifications that night be proposed by Costa Rica,
specially in the treaty about the navigation, which was of more interest to
both parties. Costa Rica. however, did not act in the same way, though
she was repeatedly invited to come to a resolution, remninldinag ler of the
obligations that bound her to termlinate tile question. In the meanwhile
tile States of San Salvador, Honduras and N\icaragua had agreed to send
delegates to a diet which met at Nacaonie on the 6th of Jutie, 1847; with
this motive Costa Rica was also invited, not only by Nicaragua, but by
the diet itself, to send her delegtrtes. That State did not accede to the
invitation, and Nicaragtua was. obliged to declare that if she did not send
a representative to the ( diet, which iutl terinitiate the question as the
government had proposed, tihe tine was come to name an arbiter, as she
had engaged to do in the article 25tith of her new constitution. The
answers were always evasive, oln purpose to gain tine; thus it was that
tile question remained as it is now. What is truly inconceivable, is how
Costa Rica, after so manaly protestations of friendship towards Nicaragua,
and of peaceful intentions to arrange the differences amicably, has refused
to accept the meanis that lead to this desired eud. This can only be ex-
plained by the fatal intervention that the British consul has exercised in
the affairs of Central America: he stugested 'to Guatemala and Costa
Rica the idea of proclaimiing themselves independent republics ufider the
protection of Great Britain ; and, with the pretext of conciliating the
States, has (and without any authority to do it) interfered in the affairs
of the country. The consul knows very well that what a State gains in
strength by the union, she loses by division. Subsequently tothe date
to which I refer, the affair was not again spoken of until the 20th of-May,
1848,- when the ministry of Costa Rica addressed to the ministry of Nica-
ragaia a communication setting forth the authority given to the director of
roads in preference to all else, to open a communication with the Atlantic
by the Serspique, in order to obtain its consent to the execution of that
undertaking, it being unders ood the/t no injury was implied to the rights
of ANicaragua, as there was no intention of entering into the question
which. Engyland had raised with regard to San Juan; and that, upon the
settlement of this question with the British cabinet, as was to be-expected,
lew treaties should be made between the two States, with regard to the
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use to be made of the rivers for the traffic of their people. This mocd of
expressing itself was, in those u1 fnrtunate circumstances for Nicaragua,
a most scandalous mystiftcation, because the government of Costa Rica
could not conceal its intention of binding the question of limits to the re.
sult of the qLuestionl whiC the fo)rmier State susiains against Great Britain,
on account of the occupation of the port of Sari Juall ; frorn wliich event
it has proposedd to itself to derive all possible advantage, withoutt being
deterred by the considerations due, in misfortune, to its ncighhor, its
friend, its brother, from whorm it has received so many proofs of loyalty-
and kindiness. Thl'e journal stvled the " Paz y el Progr)so" of the said
State (No. 6, of the Sth of January, 1848,) had already given out the de-
signs, upon this point, of somc feIw merchants of Sani JosS of great repu-
tation and influence with the rrministry, when, in speaking of the occupa-
tion of San Juan, it said: " 'Tlis occupation, wiich we consider as a,deed
consumflnated and irremediable, and the consequent establis/.rnment of an
opulent mercantie colony at t/htt port, opens a new era to the cormni efco
Costa Rica. ) V/en7 (it continued) the liberty oftrans-il is insured, we may
undertake the opening Of the Serapitpci roadfor the n.aporltai'in of nur pro-
duce by the Atlantic. W'e may even. thi~l/ of thepracticability o/ the jinc-
tion of one sea withs the other across our terzit'iry until the Nicararruan cr, al
is ope,,cd, and we sha IJinally be able to aspire to a rapid agfrawl/izenmett
andprosperity," 4-c. The government of' Nicaragiua naturally resented
this conduct, observing the abjuratioln which Costa Itica made of the re.
lations of Nicaragua, whent cireuniistances called the twvo States to closer
ties by the bonds of union and of friendship. if Costa Rica had, in good
faith, tried for its relations ; if its object was to protect its commerce and
industry by lacilitating the rneans of comunummication, why did it not
accept the treaty of the 1'2thl o! D)ecemnber, 1846 ? Why did it refuse to
propose the umodificationis which it had a right to demand, and Nicaragua
wvas disposed to accept?

Notwithstanding all this, the reply of the ministry of Nimaragua, dated
the 7th of June, 1847, was full of mioderation and dignity. It stated
therein to the government of Costa Rica, that the government of Nicar-
agua would agrec to the opening of the road which Costa Rica proposed,
provided an arrangement was previously made upon the subject, for which
purpose it was disposed to receive any commissioner whom the said
government might think fit to accredit wvith such charge, requesting it to
abstain in the riean timee froni alny works in order to avoid the consequent
discussions. The government of' CostaIRica showed itself agreeable to
sending the commissioner, promising to do so as soon as it should, from
the examinations or surveys then making by the travelling committee,
turn out to be practicable to mak-c a road for carts, for the exportation, of
the produce of the country by the river Sarapique. (Uoomiiuinication. of the
5th of July, 1848.) Whiilst it gave this reply, the works for the road
towards Serapique were ill full activity, and the government of Costa
Rica placed itself in communication with the British consul, Mr. Frederick
Chatfield. for arranging the navigation of the Sar Juan with the greatest
possible advantage, and to. inspire itself a support -with the government of
Hler Majesty for appropriating to itself tile south bank of that river, the
principal object of the question of limits.
On the other hand, the government of Nicaragua was treating of sendl-

ing to this court the conunissioner fbr arranging the question with regard
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to the port of San Juan, in fulfilrmient of the 6th article of the armlistice of
the 7th-I of March, L841; and, full of the most flattcring hopes with respect
to tilis negotiation, also trusted that those of Costa Rica would riot be
any longer deltirred, and that an equitable arrangements, would at length
tapeplace between the States. T[Ie appointment of the conmmiissioner
who wvas to conie to Nicaragua was already announced, and everything
foretold a happy future wiltcn I left Nicaragua; hut all has changed aspect
since that period, and, unfortunately, the state of the affair is now more
difficult than ever.
The conlirnissioner from Costa Rica arrived at Nicaragua; Mr. Felipe

Molina was the genitlernan appointed to execute it; and this still further
increased the confidence of that State, where Mr. Molina wvas no less
kInown from his talents than fromt his ideas with regard to nationality,
he having been one of those who have labored for the re-establishment
of the federal union of the five districts of Central Amnerica. But
Mr. Molina had instructions to uphol(l the rights of Costa Rica, and
in the event of an arrangement becomning difficult upon this basis, to
pass to this court to execute a treaty with the British government, wherein
the integrity of the territory which Costa Rica acknowledges as its
owin in its new charter anid government decrees should be guarantied.
Therefore, although, in point of fact, lhe proposed to the governm-ient of
Nicaraguia various means of settling the question, one being to pay one
1hnildred thousand dollars by iuistalrnents, they were niot accepted, as was
also the case with those which, were with the same object proposed to the
said minister by the Nicaragua commission on the 23d of Septemnber last
year, and which were as follows: 1st. To stipulate for the absolute liberty
and rights of traffic for Costa Rica by the rivers Serapique anldiSarn Juan.
2d. To(leclare tilat Nircaraguaw ouldconiseit to CostaRicabeingperpetually
a surface occupier of such land as it might require for roads of communi-
cation, event when such roads should cross through the territory of Nica-
ragua within the limits which it contends fbr, andi which ought to be de-
fiziitively assigned to it. 3d. To submit the decision of these- questions
to an arbitration. Mr. Molina refusing these means, the Nicaraguan com-
nhission placed in his hands a protest: istly, against all the occupation
of the territory in question; 2dly, against the use of the waters of the
rivers Serapique and San Juan, blocking themn anid giving them a course
different to their natural one, it Ieing understood that any occupation put
into effect without the consent of Nicaragua wvoild be considered as a
violent one; 3dlv, against the retention of the district of Nicoya; 4thly,
agaitiist-foreigii intervention, by which Costa Rica may propose to itself
the dismemberment of the territory of Central America, uniting it to its
own as a "1 republioi," independent anid separate from the other States, to
NVhiH union it had belonged arnd still ought to belong. This, however,
beIng 110 impediment to Nicauagua's listening to the proposals which may
hereafter be made oti the part of Oosta Rica to come to a satisfactory ar-
ralgeinent, Mr. M(,linareplied with acounterpprotest to th'e contrary effect,
for the purpose of preserving the rights which his State deems that it
possesses over the said territory and rivers, and left for this court, where
he is at present. For nmy part, I have invited him to come to an arrange.
ment sub sperote; and he has refused, alleging my wvant of powers. I
have. invited him to inform me whether he was instructed to support the
claims of Nicaragua to the territory which has been usurped to it, under
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thle eetittrt our questions may be settled without. any foreign ititer.
Vetition ; uInd lie bus inot repliedl to tao, (co~maniiudetiolI5 dated UJI of
Jat ii i1V lust, 9 th of 'e hniI~~la St,) alt ho1- 'l 1 IlI 1ia w~Crnih y states to file
that Ie VOtilld inot bii~ei'"bItmi5I "1ol/It'd .fir 11w till' (if rewb-i, to
tilie st; te- of (insta Ri e dth1iat Wvith regard to ai-r;! gtnIlien'S, lie Wvoiild
onli v iny)l'/17 /oporist/ ill, i/hc et'I'lt 0/ r(11/' ibiil/ii", to thle dlecisioll of

At the same timle, 1. f -rwaviirdl, to 1 4erd PlalMerstoii, onl the1 -- Of.11Itl-
uar y , a copy of thle, protest whichl the (cmimi:i~ilcme t~r Nioarugna made
onl the 23ld of se;)teliIl~ib, i1If)Iilhr-ii him thalt its- object WLIs to prevent
t1e rig/is ofNV rwu bebq,~ tit, aiiiy way qftedill 11Iw ar'ral-ements

Iwhich vrold3'i be ?,iade uwit/i Ab'. il/dh na.
I have Ohtai ned nio answer; and alt otilghi I have not been able to ascer-

tain the actual. state of thle r'elationis between Mir. NYloina and Lw)ri Pal-
merstoni, I aml of oplilion that they are closer every- day, for various rea.
sons: thie ffitst is, that wvhomi Mr. Clihristie annou~inced 1roiim Sail Jttar~ that
the( governimnett of Nicur;.ia had declared war against, Costa Rica, Lord
Palmnerston asked for explan-atitons fi-ot iiie, through thle niediumr of M1r.
Foster, with respect to this event, stating that the g'overnmenezt of her
Brit~azimic aesywould tlot looki Wi th intldi heretice tipon such an act after
the relations it bad establ ishied in ti i new r'epubhic. I hiereuplon rep~lioed
to ijiti, ''that I had iio olhicial inftoirmationi of' tile event whiichl lie spoke
of, aiid that, I wuis sure that the questions bet-ween the two States would
lbe settled amicably.'' The second reason is, that Mir. Christie, under
iiistriictitons froin tie sarrie ministry, has fixed as the boundary linec withi
Mosquito thle ''` Y11(m/aua lol'riil,' thiirty miles above the ujinetion of
the Seirapiqj te; atid u./ich, limilt(ition, lailtiY Lii VOLm1W/I /1112qestionl ,f/ (.1ota
P~ica, (attention!) because thle vecry f"Act of so digcuts off NicaraLgua.
fromt the Possessions which1 lie within those limiiits oin both slides of' the
river Sanl JUanl. Third, the soleini reception giv~eii to Mi'. Chinlstie, in his
chiaractei' of British consul at Mosquitos, nothw~ithistandincg te opposition±
of Nicairagua; a reception vf~hich Lord Palmierstoil has availed of fi' huis
intm-cr'en''ie inl the case related in the fii'st of the reasons whlich 1I '

Thle four'thi is, that the niinister M1olinat has accepted the new clenoryina-
tioii of'"' Greyto-wn,'' which Loi'd Palmnerston has given to po.-rt of Sanl Joan
do Nicaraguia. Tphe fifth is, that a treaty of friendship atud alliance is
actually under discussion; and I, onl my part, having invited him not to
conclude anything prior to the arrangements which are to be made with
the intervention of the republic of the United States, hie informed nic (con-
fidentially) that I had three months to act in, in this matter, as his labors
-were so far advanced that it waHs irmpossihie for hlim to draw back or delay
thle conclusion any longer time. The sixth and last is, that the road from
San Jos6~ de Costa IRica. to Serapique, aiid from the latter place to San
Judn, is already treated of, witli. all activity, hy some British .subjects
who are under thle protection of Mr. Christie, pledging their private in-
terests. All these reasons appear to prove clearly that the relations be-
tween the Ministry for Foreign Affairs~of her Britannic Majesty and the
State of Costa Rica are alreatly established in a manner threatening to
Nicaragua anid dangerous to the other States of Central Amierica; not-
withstanding it is thle province of the government of the Anierican Union,
which onl it1s side is intimately bound up with New Gi'enada and Nica-
ragua to event Costa Rica from thus compromising the rights of both
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counltrics. The desert territory of the bank of the Son J11an, if it does
riot beflong, to Nicarri'-gua, rmist. to New Grenada, whichl hans for its sn pport
time royal order issued by his Ca~itholic MAojesty o i toe 30th of Novo bet',
18th(3, cornmanading the ig-gregation to thle v'iceno,' ship of Santa Pe, all
tile cotist of the Ailanltic from Uv~e G'i-acias i Difos' fto 11 riv'rr
whlich previously belongoed to thle viceroyship of Ctiatenmala ; upon which.
sltbjcct a question is pend('ing he)tVeell til tVotw repubhlics, whiHi, ill the
treaty eXOwti ted c'it the 15th of' Mlay, I S25, 1)0und thrnisel yes; to arrm ngo
inl an at iicalhl nmu iter as soo1) aS CiI'(2L~lS1intaceJs Shoul1d all ,\v. 'I" Iij S

arruigclteti I ias never tahlen place; .and( , ctnllseq non1 ti v, thle d.0 ieiiilct it of
lits b 'tweenCe tra Altr01ieica., anld Ne,\% Grenada rmmisi h iti

sii~nal clmariwtur given to it by ti t 7th artiHe of' the said treaty, 'hciis
hindit-igotill the States that fornnerly composed thle fi-derationl of Central
America.

Conclusion.
I bitve related the facts, with all their circumstances, as they ha".ppenled,

confining, mnyscifin ti t accou itt t~othe l inuis of a mere historians, vi thou t
addingl more thiia those observations which tine very nature of the affair
has given room for, but preserving, to the persons whom all tine
conisidetratioun which I ow-e ti ero, riot only from thle social Position 1Vhlich.
they occulpy, but also( fron tine relations of friendship which unite ilIe to
thlem.

Inl tIrawing tip m-y account, I have availed myself riot only of ow-t voa-111
ory, bttt also of' tine documn-ents wvhiichi exist inl the archives of the re.

spectivo gover'nmen ts, or wvhiich have hecin pthblislind at various S. periods.
I have ntot thiot ght fit to bl'anre any one, because I arn SUNe thlat sLucI
means are( o)inly fit to excite h atred amid resentment njun'iouis to all society,
and because, I. inot being the party \who is to juldge this afl'air', I shoit H.
usuirp the attribUtes Of' tine gover'nitnot and the public, whoun I consider
to 1)0 the( only jutig(eS inl these (11uestiouis.

I dearly ho;pe' that lily' country miay obtain a just recomnpense for all the
evils Wvhichm it has received, if. the cause has a suftficient nierit for it; butt
I amn also of' opinion that peace, that ines'titniaile, gift. of Heaven; is worthy
of amy sacrifice, and that if it is necessary to rinake any to preserve it,
such sacrifice ought not to be omitted, saving only thle national hotter and
digniity, without winch Nicaragua could not exist as a .political being, nor
be respected by other nations ini the manner which its prosperity and wvel-
farerequire. ~FRAN. CASTELLON.
LONDON, Jully 7, 1849.

No. 12.

Loxr~orN, .7itly 9, 1 849.
An act of. violence perpetrated by British officers in the month, of Janu-

ary', 1848, has pitt in thle possession of Great Britain the magnificent port
Of San JUau de Nicar'agua, Nvhich is destined to be one day the key of the
intcr-oceariic canal throu)Ighl the isthmus of that State.. Tphis, agesi
against which mly government have solemnly protested before fl 'ol'
was executed in the naihn of the savage~tribes of Mosquitos that her Bri-
tainic Majesty's government wish to raise, under their protection, to the
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rank of an independent State. Now, by an effect of wealiness, and of a
mistiken policy of the government of Costa Rica, Great Britain will ac.

qtiire by cession the lands situated to the south of the river San Juan,
between the Serapique river, a tributary of the forrner, and the Atlantic
coast; though a question is pending between the twvo States relative to theboundary line that must separate their respective territories and jiurisdic.
tionis. Having been informed of this fact, which threatens the independ.
ence of mny country anid its territorial integrity, and in ftilfilinent of' theduities imposed on me as a representative of Nicaragua at this court, I
have addressed to his excelleLicy the honorable Lord Palmerston the fol
lowing communication:

LoNDON,July 9, 1849.
Ms-Jo;nn: In my coImmunication of the 22d of January last, I hadthe lhonor of' enclosing to your excellency the protest thatl)on Gre-orio

Jiuares, commissioned bv the government of Nicaragua to treat with Dlon
Felipe Molina, minister from Costa Rirca, put in the hands of the latter
on the 23d of September of last year, respectting the rights of' Nicaragua tothe territoryIving betweenthe southern shore of the Lake of Nicaragua
and theinouth of the river San Juan, which territory is claimed bytile
aforesaid State of Costa Rica. But ithaving after that date come to ilyknowledge that the said minister from Costa Rica ismakilig with yourexcellency a treaty by which lie codes to Great Britainthe territory in
question, disregarding the amicable means that have been oflered to ar-rangethe differerices existing between the two States respeting it, I findmyself' under the painfull)ut indispensable duty of protesting, as I do pro.
test, against the said treaty, not only because it ternds to the disnmemiber.m
nt. of the Nicaragunn territory, but also because it is amalliifst usurpa-

tion of the rightsof that State,and a flagrant violation of the precepts of
justice whichtihe law of nations commands to be observed for the preser-
vation of' peace and order, so necessary for the commonwvelfare.

It
I

is not for Costa Rica, my lord, not even for Nicaragua, to dispose
by n treaty withher Majesty's government of any part of that territory,whichever itrnay be-it isfor the nation, for the Central American States
only, to do it; and this is the reason whlly Honduras and San Salvador
have protested against the occupation of San Juan, though it was granted
provisionally by the armistice of the 7th of March of last year between the
said State of Nicaragua and Captain Granville Loch,in Spite of thecir-cumstalces in which Nicaragua was at the timne of the aggression. And

if it wvas considered so in the case of a State disposing of a territory which
is indisputably her own, what will be said when Costa Rica vedes a thing
that does not belong to. lier, or is. at least an object of dispute? If she

has rights tomaalae valid before an inipartial tribunal, lethe r do it; Nica-
ragua has no fear, because reasonaa d justice are on her side.

"This act, my lord, is not opposed to the high and unalterable con-
side'ration in' which Nicaragua has held andwiill always hold the twohigh contracting parties; and I confess that it is only my imperative dutythat has dictated it. and thisdiit y is of sucha nature that any State wvoulddo time same if placed in the same circumstances of being deprived of apart of its territory to be given to one more powerful,ucotemnning the
friendly means proposed to decide the question.
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cc I have the honV of repeating to your excellency the assurances of the

high consi(derationqs with xvliclh I ami your excellency's humble servant."
'Ilie manifest design. of Costa Rica to insure her political and conmiter.

cial relations with her Majpsiy's government, l)y ceding a territory which
is claimed by Nicaragua, and the resolution of Grcat Britain to take pos-
session of that important point, cver since America wvas a colony of' Spain,
have obliged rne to protest solemnly against that measure in the terms
expressed in the foregoing note; and, therefore, I declare before the great
nation so worthily represented by your excellency, in the name of my
government, that Nicaragua vill rnevcr consent to the cession of any por-
tion of its territory, the integrity of whichi, as well as the universal cause
of justice and the lhonor of' the country, she will defend, as far as her
srall sirengtlh will permit, in case tlte aforesaid Cessiontakes place, in
virtue of a treaty surreptitiously celebrated, with the only intention of
defrauding Nicaragua.

T hprpe your excellency will deigil to raise this protest to the knowledge
of your excellency's government, which being interested in the support
ofljustice and peace, will accept it for the most convenient purposes,

I have tie honor of making your excellency the assurances of the high
consideration with which I am your excellency's humble servant,

FRAN. CASTELLON.,
To his Excellency the MmINISTER PL ENIPOTENTIARnY

of t/he UfitediuStates of Anierica.

No. 13.

LONDON, July 12,IS49.
Your excellence knows as well as I do the dilliculties now existing

bet'vcen Nicaragtua and. Great Britain respecting the port of Sall Juan and
MIosquito territory, occupied by force on the Ist of January, 184S. Your
excellency knows, too, that tine State of' Costa Rica havint, also at qlues-
tiPn withl Nicaragua as to the limits of tihe two States, hlas accredited a
minister pleiiipotentiary to her Britannic Mlujesty's governtment with the
object of making certain political anid commercial arrangements; and that,
by way Of illlucemnellt, it hsas offered to cedC, as lhe has really ceded, by a
treaty, the territory ini question, which extends along the southern' banks
of thle San Juan river, from its Mouth in the Atlantic to the great lake of
Nicaragua; a cession which, it appears, is inade as a compensation for the
adlvantmges that Great Britain will grant to the Costalica trade tliroligh
the aforesaid port of San Juan, Wvhich, of course, is recognise(d by that
State as belonging to Mosquito. By this act that port will remain in the
possession of England, as well as a great part of that important territory
which the hanid. of r'rovidetice desig-nated as thle fit point for thle junction
of the two oceans by a canal or railway.

Lastly, your excellency has seen the obstinacy with which lis excel-
lency Lord Palmerston disregards the friendly measures I have proposed
to settle the differences, and his constant dispositionI to trouble and hos-
tilize Nicaragua, not only by refusing to do justice to her claims, but also
by being always making scandalous advances, without r'espccting the
rights of the State and tile rules established by nature to preserve order
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and animi-st nations, TI)is is done so booaust, tho Britisli -got..
erlinlellt klinws fl-io, wealme-.s nf Nirarngwi, and tl)e difrf-1-111tv Site has to
allv I wrcff witli tile otlier Siates, t1le intrigne", of tile

ISC, S11.0,11 a rai'll infIllel-Ire, CT])(] Ilave sLi--gested to tkern tl-i(? idea of' Con.
vert i i i.4 iiiin rointhfies States that caiinnt exist widinnt iminti and naiwal
uppC)r( . 'I'liis sittiatioij, N\T1ii(,h 1111fluttillately is too 1))-allift!8t, I'lot. to Coll.

fess it fi-atildy, 1-ias hidticed ill(!, to adolit t1le 1)1,ojcrf of 'allilexatioll of tile
Stato.-.; of, Nl.ara_-,ia, S;.m Salv.idnr, and ffondtira,.- to' flie Utifted- States
(11(llfl'_.(Icraticm- all([ ive Nk.-isli to work f6i, its realization; thei-efore, I take
the Ii hcrtyl of puttill" confidelitiatly to your excellency the following (pics.
tio IIs

].!.:t. Will tl-,n States of' Honduras-, San Salvador an Nicaragua, or this
last c)ZIc 0111y, he adl-rilted into the North Aineriean thdoij?

2.d lij r;isc, dicy are a(bititted, W11M StOI)S must be ta and upon
%Olat v'(111difions?

O(I - Ill case fl-lev arc not adinitted, can tficy at least count on the sup.
P,')I-t (-)t, Kohl' exceflenry"s gm,01-111-liellt io defelid the intem-ity oC their ter-
ritoiy, m(A to op'linse the cossinn 0-ic Alnsquitos and C()Sta Rie'a. wis.l to
nulko to ElIzIatict? Wiat are the auxiliaries they can offer to Nicara-Lia,
alld 11 r,)()Il Wilat c-onditiolls?
Beim, at the point of departing for Nirara-uti, I Nvish to take these

S(Ived with ilie,- to scrNe as a rule to niv government for the' in.
gt.,ell to ti-ic iiihnster NNIio is to I)e selit tho rovern.to be , zn

1-11crit of ille United States; it is for tl-iat reason that I begg (if' your excQl-
lenrv- all wlmmr, w1lie'll, beilig collfidential, will relTiaill strictlv reserved.

I fio .-c tile horror to rellew to your exc'e][011CY th(3 (ISSUranecs (')f the lli,.Ii
coll-sik-luratiorls witli NVIlich I ain your excelloncy's hunible Relevant,

FRANCISCO GAS'PE'LLON.
To his ExcellejjCy tile ,

oy'llie UailedSlatesof Anierica.

No. 1 4.

Ist. '11hat it is convenient to Niraragua, to recover the port of San Juan)
lhougl-i the other question respecting tile Mosquito territory remailled. to
be settled aterwards.

2d. Fit if'Lord Palmerston refuses to give tip the port irni-nediately, he
Intj,,;t at least engage not to rnake any alteration Ill it, neither allow early
cotivicts or police force to be sont there florn Ja'i-naica, by the coil sul,, G, hris-
tie) u t-itil tile question shall have been resolved by aii arbiter, as I have
project

3d. 'Phat if lie refuses the arrangement by arbiters, sorrie, other means
must Jae found to decide the question, and to engage hini not to prevent
or in auy way impede the opening of the canal.
Wt. 'Phat in tile question with Costa Rica, Lord Palmerston should

en a-c- not to interfere but as . conciliator counsellina and proposing arni-
cable rneans to settle it) without taking any part iri it, .Ilcugll 'the two States
should not be able to agree at present; trial justice is oil the side of Nica-
ragna-she has protested -against the British intervention. Costa Rica
Cannot dispose of the territory in question) because Nicaragua has very
sure rights to it. New Grenada has also clainis' Oil this territory.

Me No. 7 5.
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S1I'.\TrS LEGATION

I have 11"Id the 11ol-I'ni- of rerek-iii- your n(te of the 12th of' hily,
pr')1w,"ill, to we quesliolls of' very Import. III roply, [ he". Icovo ton Z4 -1

limt the Uiiited Suites, ill their policy (..'ewral Ariierrio, figure
iin'.Jfi.,Il purpose') '111d IM r(!6CI'%Ttl .111.1hitioll of tcl-rit6rial
)Ve se,(A to proitinto, by our friell(Ldlip, tile ilidej)("Ittlew-'e, I-)r08POI1tNr,
1111i"11), 111(1 territorial risfits (it' the several Stmes of Celitral Anlerica, WC
wi:-,11 f6l. (ti'll-se4N-es, from frictidly wid coiniiiercint iji((,,rcoiirse with you,
110 1)1.!"Ielfit-,. h1l't W hilt be S1I',LI'(!d ()II c(111,11 terill"; by aII the 1-1-1:11-I.tillie,
iiatioiis hi tile World. 'W'e- sharb Your (lesire to see tile port Sill] J11,11) (IC

r0st()red to Nicaragtin, of' which Smt,,-,. it foriiis a pitrt; alid to
S(11`2 Mir harbors, rivers aii(I kikes fi)rrn(2(.l ii1to a sa 1'(-! chamict of coniiiierco.
bet\vu'ell the two oc-calls. To this Clid We LUC` Ll.illg, Ulld shall use, NvIlat

Ive rilay possess Nvith other powers.
,Phc recovery of' the port. of' Saii Jtiaji. (le Nicnragim can be best pro-

111(111.,.Cl by Ihe poli(.y to be Tall-stle(l by (Jci..tral Aiiierica itself'. 'I'll(, iijter-
voijtioit 'of the Ui.itcd. --tates ill yotir behalf ]la,,; beeii delayed by tile
iiiiihappy disseiisioiis whic-li have exisle(I arnoijg. the &..tcs of Ce'litral
Alnero.-a Itself. CoIjIpjI-U(I %.ritl'l tile gI-ett 111111'Wille poNvers of.the -World,
yrai are 'I'lle Se,(,,IIritY of' yo-'.11, rights thurcilore, 11101-C oil tile
prilleipk!s of justict, thall (111 pIIVSiCclt 6tYL!II'1'tI1. YOLI 11CCd 010 SyMpattly
aliti. 0-.tccll-l Of tile civilized

11,WO thiligs becollie, ill coll'sequellre, 'of the uti-nost importance, iii
onler that you i-riav will that syiiipatli aiid eiijoy the security that AvillY
sprill, ft(tril tile Possessil"ll of it. The oije relates to diffurwices Nvith 6ther
States 'of' Geniral Aii-icrica abotit territory. .1 c'aniiot bUt- exhort you to
swlu, aiiimig yourselves, if it be possihle, the disputes about bomidaries
which sti.11 exist alilolig, you. These disputes tell(! to fornetit, discord,
PcIputtiate, distmioti, alid itivite forci-ii hiterf6rence. I c1li-ritiot but urgen In

Y01.1, it' possible, to adjust these diPiCLlItiC8,ainoij-- yourselves at once by
neg(iliatioii, if it be possible , if' 110L Oy arbitratioxi.p

Thr. next poirit relates to the tise of tile river arid port of San Juaii de-
Nicarm-,iia, it restored to you. It is plaiii that Costa [area tnust then con-It
("lla it.. foreigpi cor-I-irrierce, bx1i of' airports arid exports, hi.a great meas-
tire, throup .Ii the ports of Nicaraggua. 'Phe Uriited States allow Cauada to
coiicttict its imports tied exports throtigh New York, or mv otlier Uiiited
States port, -%vit:I1oUt-PlYiIjg a'liy duty x%,hr.tever. I catinot'but thirik that
the po.'itioil of Costa Rica, Which jIoNjr operates so much to the detrii-riwit
of' Nicaragua, would be materially clitmged, if that State could see itself
asstired of the 0,11joynitelit of this privilege.
The 4,zood will'of the uatimis of' F,'ui.-opc arid America would also be

attract(.A to you, if they could reserve tile assurance that in all time to
c6irie the great hitur-occaiiic highuray thrOUgh Nicaragua will lie open to
the traiisitoinrrierce of all the world, free riorn all impost for the benefit
ofthc treasury of Nicaragua.

-peat to you, the United States wish to see the State' f Ceritral
Aiiierkmindepwident aiid prosperous. Ifyou cati be in a sta'te.ofcolleord
anioiig yourselves, and can be free from, foreign intervention, you will),
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by self-reliance and the 1'- velopment of your own resources, attain to an
enviable position arnong tile uationis of the earth.

I have the honor to be, sir, sincerely yoturs,
GE40RGE BANCR OFT.

Don FRANCISCO C[ASTE'LLON,
Minister f Nicaragua, U5c., cyc., i5'c.

No. 16.

FOiRE.IGN OFICrci, July 16, 1849.
Sill: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of the letter which

you addressed to me on the 23d ultimno, in reply to my letter of the 27th
of April relative to the debt due by the State of Nicaragua to certain
BrIitish subjects holdt rs of bonds of that State.
As the- question whether the State of Nicaragua has a right to include

amongcst tlLose branches of net revenue which are pledged for the pay.
mcnt of that debt custom duties to be levied at the port of Greytown, or,
in other words, the question as to the validity' of the alleged right t of
Nicarmgua to the port of Greytown, forms the essential point in your letter
now under consideration, as well as in your preceding letters of the 20th
of January and of the 5th alld 19th of March last, I will~address myself
at once to that question.

In your letter of 'the 23d ultimn you say that, by the arguments therein
employed, you have shown-lst.- That the -,ort of Greytown is now de
j"re the property of the State, of Nicaragua, and has been so ever since
Central Amnerica declared itself independent of Spain; 2dly, that there.
fore the revenue of customs levied at tha& port is justly to be in-
cluded in the revenues of the State of Nicarogua, which are pledged for
the redemption of the loian which wvas contracted for il, 182t6 bV thlc re-
public of Central Amneric.a with the house of Barclay & Co.; andi 3dly,
that the British creditors are bound to assist the government of Ni(caragna
in cstahlishitug its claim to Greytowvn; and that if they. do not do so, they
must submifit to the loss which mylay restilt from their own l/ales, until the
pdrt which you say.is untjustly withheld by Great Britain shall have bemn
restored to Nicafta-ua.

U!~pon these propositions I am prepared to join issue with you, and will
proceed to show that the, port of Greytown does not belong, :ad never
has rightfully, belonged, to thle State of NiClaragua. 'This point ocice
dermolnstrated, the second and thir(l propositions wvhiclh you deduce from
the alleged' rights of Nicaragua 'to Greytown must, of course arnd uiels-
sarily, fall to thue ground.
Now, in. the first place, I have to rethark, that since the people of

Nicardgua have never occupied any part nf the territory of Mosquito, ex-
cept Greytown, which they forcibly took possession of early in IS36, thle
sole pretence upon which -.the State of Nicaragua. can claimn a right to
Greytowvn, or to anty other part of the Mosquito~territory, is the allegation
that the Mosquito territory belonged to then, and that Nicaragata has In-
herited the rights of Spain over that territory. But assuming, f6r the
present, to tile sake of argument, that Spain' has rights over the Mos-
quito territory; how can it be shown thwalt those rights hiave dlevolved'to
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NTcarta?Has Spain ever conveyed such rights to Nicaragua by
treaty. Certainly not. Has Nicaragua obtained them by conquest?
Equally not. The people of Nicaragua revolted, indeed, against the
King of Spain, and established by force of arms and' de facto ther practi-
cal independence, which, however. I believe, has not up to this day been
formally and diplomatically acknowledged by Spain. But the successful
revolt of the people of Nicaragua could give them no right, with reference
to Spain, except the right of self-governrnent. The very principle upon
which their revolt was founded, and which the success of that revolt es-'
tablished, goes to forbid them from practising towards other nations that
kind of oppression from which they had forced themselvess. The fact of
their having thrown off the yoke of Spain could *give them no right to
impose their yoke upon the people of Mosquito. The circumstance that
they had succeeded in asserting their own freedom from foreign rrule
could give them no right to impose their rule upon a people who had al-
ways been free; and it is a well-known historical fact that the Mosquito
nation had from time immemorial and up to the period of the revolt of
Nicaragua been as free as they have continued to be from that period to
the present day. But even supposing that this had not been' so, ahd
that the Crown of Spain had possessed rights of sovereignty over the
Mosquito territory; the people of Nicaragua might just as well claim a de-
rivative right from Spain to govern and be masters of Mexico, New Gre-
nada, or any of the neighboring States of Central Armerica, as to govern
and possess by such derivative right the Mosquito territory, which was
never possessed- or occupied by the people' of Nicaragua. The people of
each of the revolted- districts of the Spanish American provinces estab-
lished their own independence and their own right of self-government
within the territory which they actually occupied, but nothing more.
It these revolted provinces had imagined that they acquired 'by their re-
volt all the rights of Spain, besides determining' among each other in
what manner th;ose rights were to be apportioned between them, they-
must also, by necessity, have considered themselves bound by all the ob-
ligations of Spain. But they neither acknowledged these obligations,
nor were called upon by other countries to adopt them. ' On the contrary.,
when. their political existence as independent States was acknowledged
by foreign count tries, they contracted severally with- those foreign coun-
tries such. new treaties as were applicable to their own respective geo-
graphical limits and political condition; and neither they nor the foreign
power with which they treated ever thought of considering them as in-
heritors of any rights or obligations arising out of the treaty engagements
of the Spanish Crown.

Moreover, if Spain possessed any rights over the Mosquito territory,
and if these rights have descended by inheritance to any of the Spanish
American 'republics, it would remain to be proved that such' rights have
devolved upon Nicaragua, rather than, upon Honduras, Costa Rica, or
New Grenada; and it is probable that each and all of those three States
would establish just as good a claim as Nicaragua, and probably a better
one, to the inheritance of any such rights, if such rights had existed.
But I deny totally and entirely that Spain had any right to the Mos.

quito territory; and .I therefore contend that there is no inheritance whatit-
ever, in this. respect which can become the subject-matter of -dispute.
On the contrary, the King of the Mosquitos has from a very early period'

20
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in the history of Anmerica been an independent ruler of a separate ferri-
tory, and lie has invariably been acklnowledged anied upheld as such by
the governiiiient of Great B3ritain. It is (illite true that by the conventionof 7'6 between Great Britain andi Spain, Great Britain agreed to with-
draw British subjects fiomi the Mlosquito country; but Great Britain did
not, by that treaty, citber acknowledge that the Moscluitos were not an,
independent nation, or renounce her protectorship of that nation. On
the contrary, the stipulations of the treaty of 1786 clearly mention tha
AMosquitos as a nation distinct from the people living within the Spanish
doniinions; and that treaty coiitaiyns a stipulation which was all act of
protectorship exercised by Great B3ritain in favor of the Mosquito nation.

In order to understand fully the treaty of 17S6, it is necessary to revert
to the treaty of 1783. It appears fromn the 6th article of the treaty
of 1783 that several English settlements having been formed and ex-
tended upon the Spanish continent oln thle pretence ofcutting logwood or

dyei)g-wood, and Great Britain and Spain being desirous of preventing
asnmuch as possible the causes of comiplainit and misunderstanding to'
which this internmixture of British anid Spanish wood cutters gave rise, itlwas thought expedient that the Spanish government should assign to
Britishi sul)jects for the purpose of wood-cutting a separate and sufficiently
extensive and convenient district on the coast of Am-erica, and that, ini
consideration of such all assiginment,i3ritish subjects should be restricted
from forninig settlements inanly other part ofthe Spanish territories in
Auierica, whether continental or insular, anid that all British subjects dis-
persed i those Spanish possessions should,vithiin eighteenmonths after
the exchange of the ratifications oftile treaty, retirewitinit the district
specially assigned for their occupation and use.

It seems, however, that the treaty of 1783 did not sufficiently accom-
plish the purpose of preventing complaints and misunderstandings. It
wasfound by Great Britain, on the one hand, that the districton the
coast of Honduras assigned to British subjects, by the 6th article of the
treaty of 17S3, was too limited in extent, and the enjoyrn'ent of it was toomluch narrowed by thle restrictions contained inthiat article. It was found
bv Spain, on the other hand, that British subjects stilllingered in parts of
tieSpanlish American territories; and the Spanlish governmentfound,
moreover, that there were any British subjects settled in the Mosquito
territory, a territory towhich the treaty of 1783 did not apply, as that treaty
mentioned only the Spanish possessions in Am erica, and said nothing
about Mosquito, and did not require that British subjects should retire
froin Mosquito; and itseers that the revenues of Spain suffered from
smugglingtranisactions carried oll)y British subjects so settled in the
Spanish territoryand in Mosquito.

o put an end to these niutual inconveniences, it was agreed, by the
convention of1I786, that a larger extent of territory should be assigned to

British subjectson the coast of Honduras, according to new. boundaries
described in that convention; and it was also agreed that the enlarged ter-
ritory so granted should be occupied by British subjects, with a greater lati-
tude of emijoyement than was allowed by the restrictions of the treaty of
1783;and , in return, in order to relieve the Spanish governmentfrom loss
by smuggling, the British government again bound itself, to recall British
subjects troni the Spanish possessions in America, and also took the new

engagement of withdrawing- British subjects from the Mosquito territory
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As 1 as firom the Spanish possessions; and the British government fur-
ther engaged that British subjects so withdrawn and confined to the cedeled
district in Honduras should, ini their communications froom thence with the
ceded territories, conform to sluch realations as to cstom cduties as the
Spanish government might think proper to establish along its own sub-
jects.

Thle manner in which the Mosqiiito territory is, in the convention of
17S6, contradistinguished from the possessions of Spaini, which alone had
been mentioned in the treaty of 1783, clearly proves that, by the under-
st;1nding of- both parties, the Mosquito territory and the-possessions of,
Spain were separate and different things,

But any pretension of Spain to right over thle M-losquito territory, of
which shte had no possession, could only be founded upon a general claim of
sovereignty over the whole of that central part of the American continent;
but if tlhat claim existed., Spain could not have acknowledged that she had
in that part of America anly frontieTs except the two oceans; and yet,
by article 14 of the treaty of 17S6, the British government engages not to
allow Brtish subjects to furnish arms or warlike stores to tke i hdiansin
,genral siturated u/pon thefrontiers of t/he ,opanisl possessions; and by the
ininiediately preceding mention of the Mosquitos in thne very same sen-
tence, it is ssufficiently clear that they were intended to be included among
the numiiber of Indians situated upon the frontiers of the Spanish posses-
sions. But if Mosquito had belonged( to Spain, the Spanlishl possessions
in that quarter would have had no frontier except thre tide line of the ocean,
and upon such a frontier no Indians could dwvell, to whom arms and wvar-
like stores could be furnished.

It is plain, thererore, that the treaty of 1786 proves that the Mosquitos
were considered by thne contracting parties as a nation separate and inde-
pendent, and were not acknowledged by Great Britain as belonging to
Spain.
But that treaty also proves that Great Britain still shelterd the Mosqui-

tos under her protection, for while the British government engaged, for
fiscal reasons, to withdraw from Mosquito those British subjects whose
presence therein, being a visible symbol of the protectorship of Great
Britain, would secure the Mosquitos from any act of hostility ott the part
of the Spaniards, the British government exacted from the government of
Spain, as an equivalent security for Mosquito, an engagement not to re-
taliate upon the people of Mosquito, on account of the co-operation and
assistance which the Mosquitos had afforded to the British in the hostili-
ties which had taken place between Great Britain and Spain before the
peace of 1783. This stipulation was a substantial and effectual act of
protectorship on the part of Great Britain, acquiesced.in-and subscribed to
by Spain.

It is demonstrable, therefore, that the convention of 1786 did not in.
validate either the independence of Mosquito or the protectorship of Great
Britain; but if it had invalidated both, as between Great Britain and
Spain, what would that have been to Nicaragua? or how could a conven-
tion which was res inter alias acta have had any bearing whatever upon
the rights-and pretensions of Nicaragua?

I might well content myself to close here my answer to your notes-
and having proved a negative, I might abstain from going into a proof-,
the opposite affirmative. Having shown that Nicaraguta has no. clati-'
whatever to the Mosquito territory, it would seem unnecessary for my
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argument with you to show, by any other evidence than the docnuments
whirch you yourself have quotedd, that long before Nicaragua came into
existence as a State, (.treat Britain exercised a protectorship over the
Mos(luitos as a separate nation. But, nevertheless, even. at the risk of
making this letter needlessly long, I will rmiention one or two facts which
clearly denionlstrate that it was so.

At what time and ill -what marnner the connexion between Great Britain
and the Mlosquito nation first began is not well known; but it iscertain and
onl record that, while the D)uke of Albetnarle was governor of Jamaica, to
which office lie was appointed in 1687, the Mosqnito Indians made a
formial session of the sovereignty of their country to the King of Eng-
land, and that in consequence of' that cession the chief of the Mosquitos
received his appointment as King by a commission given to him by thle
governor of Jamaica in the narne and on behalf of the King of England.

Somewhiiat more than thirty years afterwards-namely, oln thle 25th of
J.une, 1720, as appears by the journals of the House of Assembly of Ja-
rnaica-a convention about runawly slaves was concluded between Sir
Nicholas Lawes, governor of Jamnaica, and King Jeremy, of thle Mosqui-
tos. Fromn that tinie downwards, during the reignls of George 1, 11, and
III, the connexioni between Great Britain an-d Mosquito continued unini-
terrulpted and unimpaired ; and at times during that period there were
British settlers established in the Mosquito territory, woith a British resi-
dent officer aappointed by the governor and council of Jamaica on behalf
of the British Crown to superintend those settlers; and the council of Ja-
rnaica, in a report to Governor Dallas, on the 16th of July, 1774, advert-
irng to the inland boundary of the MNIosquito territory, mentions it as run-
ning along '' the distant mountains -which bound the Spanish territory"-
a clear proof that Mosquito was a separate State, and did not belong to
Spain. But the (colonial records of the British government abomuid with
correspondence about the Mosquito nation, proving not only the strong
and constant interest takeen by thle British government in their wvelfare,
but the close and intimate connexion which hasts uninterruptedly subsisted
between Great Britain and Mosquito.

If it he established, as it clearly is, that the Mosquito territory is, and
for centuries has been, a separate State, distinct from the American pos-
sessions of S-pain, there cannot be a nionient's doubt that the port of
Greytown, at the mouth of the river St. John, belongs to, and forms part
of, that Mosquito territory. This canl be shown by quotations from IU-
nierous authorities, public and private, official and literal) ; and so far
from there being any just ground to dcubt that the southern extremity of
the Mosquito territoay includes the port of Greytown, there are, oIn tile
contrary, good and substantial reasons which can be alleged to show that
the rights of Mosquito extend southwvard as far as the Boca del 'loro, at
which place the King of Mosquito has at various times exercised rights
of levying duties.

Such being tile state of these matters, it can scarcely be necessary for
me to say that her Majesty's government cannot allow the government of
Nicaragua to mix up its un1ifounded pretension to the territory of Mosquito
with the just claims of the British creditors upon Nicaragua; and any at-
tempt on the part of the Nicaraguan government to do so, would consti-
tute one of those cases of denial of justice and of notorious injustice
which you yourself admit would entitle her Majesty's goverin-tiernt to ex-
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ercise an authoritative interference in the discussions between the British
bondholders and the Nicaraguan government. 0

In saying this, however, 1 begr not to be misunderstood as admitting
that sulch an authoritative interference would be proper and .legitimate
only in such an extreme case-a case which mny respect for the Nicara-
guati government forbids me from considering to be possible as between
the British bondholders anid that government. But as in a matter of this
Ilind it is desirable that no mistake should be allowed to exist, I beg to
say that it is quite certain and indisputable that according to internationally
law the government of every country is at full liberty to take up, accord-
ing to its own discretion, in such a inainner and at such time as it may
,think fit, any just claim which any of its subjects may have against the
government of any other country.

I am, &c.,
PALMERSTON.

Monsieur J. CASTELLON.

No. 17.

FOREIGN- OFF1IcE, July 17, 1849.
Sma: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of last

mntith, referring to a letter which appeared in the Gtloboe newspaper of the
14Ith of that month, relative to the proceedintgs, at the port of Greytown,
of Mr. Christie, her Majesty's consul general in the kingdom of Mos-
quito; youtr letter, also, complaining of the mannter in which Mr. Christie
conducted himself towards the governtiment of Nicaragua upon the occa-
sion of his visit to Leon, in November, 1848. I cornfine myself, in an-
swering your letter, to the single point of the conduct of Mr. Christie, in
his correspondence with the government of Nicaragua, and I have to in-
form you that Mr. Christie's conduct on that occasion has been entirely
approved by her Majesty's government, ayid that he was perfectly right in
quitting Leon as he did when he found that the government of Nicara-
*gua refused to receive him in the character which his own government
had conferred upon hin-i.

1. am, &c.,
PALMERSTON.

Note pour Mr. Bancroft.

Ol'apres une letter de San Juan de Nicaragua 6crite par la personne qui
y a ete envoyi3 par la gouverlnement de l'etat, on apprend que de nou.
'veaux reglernens sont toujours publi6s par les autorites Anglaises y 6tablies.
Les animaux domestiques n'y sont pluls re;us; les vaux seront retu i
raison de la veaux (2., francs) par tete; la correspondance de l'interieur
y est payee come celle qui y arrive de l'Europe; on estime les maisons
et les proprietes des citoyens de Nicaragua pour faire payer un revenu.
25 MAY DERNIE.
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SAN JUAN DE NiCARAGUA, December t6, 1s47.

Cn my arrival at this port, I am informed that the English government
will take possession of this place on the 1st proximo, in the name of the
Rinig of the Mosquito coast. As I have read the correspondence which
'has passed lbetween the governm-nent of' Nicaragu a and the British consul
general for Central America, Cyrus Chatfield, esq., there can be no doubt
of the truth of' the report. 1 haI'Ve, as yet, been unable to obtain a copy
of this correspondence, but shall endeavor to procure and forward one at
the earliest possible moaient. I kAnow not to what extent this movement
may interfere with my relations with the Nicaraguan. government as United
States consul, but shall, notwithstanding, proceed to the capital, to present
nMy credentials, and apply for an exequatur. Should the circumstances
whihli I have detailed above appear, in your opinion, to render necessary
anv further instructions than are contained in the documents I have already
received from the government, I trust the department will forward thesm
to ine at this place.

With high respect, I am your obedient servant,
JOSEPH W. LIVINGSTON,

U. S. Consul for San Juctn de Nicaragua.
HOII. JAMES BUCHANAN,

&cretary, of State.

LEON, A4pr tr, 1S48.
HON. SIR.: I have embraced the earliest opportunity to inform the de-

.partinent that I have presented my commission to the government of Nica-
ragua, and requested the exequatur, uhich was immediately granted.

I have not keen able to obtain the seal and archives belonging to the
office, the former consul having taken them with him. For that reason,
.1 cannot enter upon the dILtieS of' the ollice.

At the request of the government of Nicaragua, I have forwarded to,
your department a package of papers containinig the correspondence rela-
tive to the occupation of the port of San Juan by British forces, in th-
nanic of tlme Mosquito nation.

I uam, sir, respectfully, your obedient servant,
JOSEPH W. LIVINGSTON,

Consul for t/he port of Sun Juan de Nicaragua..
lion. JAMEs BUCHANAN,

Secretary of State, WVashsington.

Tke President of the United States of Amnerica to all who shaltsee theg
presents, greeting:

Know ye, that, reposing special trust and confidence in the abilities
and integrity of Christopher Hempstead, of New York, I have nominated,.
and, by and with the advice and consent of the Senate, do appoint hirna
consul of the United States of Amnerica for the port of; Belize, in Hondui-
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Tm, and such other parts as shall be nearer thereto than to the residence
of any other consul or vice-consul of the United States within the same
allegianrice; and do authorize and empower him to have and to hold the
said office'7 and to exercise and enjoy all the rights, pre-eminernces, privi-
leges, and authorities to the same of right appertaining, during the pleas-
ure of the President of the UJnited States, for the time being-he demand-
ing and receiving no fees or perquisites of office whatever which shall not
be expressly established by some law of the said United States. And I
do herel:y enjoin all captains, masters, and commanders of ships and other
vessels, armed or unarined, sailing under thre flag of the said States, as
well as all other of their citizens, to acknowledge and consider him, the
said Christopher Hear pstead, accordingly. And I do hereby pray and re-
quest her Britannic Majesty, her governors and officers, to permit the said
Christopher Hempstead fully and peaceably to enjoy and exercise the said
office, without giving or suffering to be given unto him any molestation
or trouble, but, on the contrary, to afford him all proper countenance arid
assistance-I offering to do the same for all those who shall in like man-
ner be recommended to me by her said Majesty.

In testimony whereof, I have caused these letters to be made patent,
and the seal of the United States to be hereunto affixed.

Given under my hand, at the city of Washington, the third day of
[L. S.]March, in the year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred andLs.] forty-seven, and of the independence of the United States of

America the seventy-first.
JAMES K. POI..K.

By the President:
JAMES BUCHANAN, Secretary of State.

BErLIZE, February 12, 1848.
SR: Permit sme to inform you that my commission, together with her

Britannic Majesty's "c exequatur," has at length arrived, and I have
commenced to act as United States consul for this port.

I am waiting the arrival of the seal, coat of arms, flag, &c.
Will you have the kindness to have letters for me come direct from

New York, instead of via St. Thomas, as by the latter way they are sub-
jected to expensive postage, at the same time they are from four to six
weeks longer in reaching mie.

I am, dear sir, respectfully, your obedient servant,
C. HEMPSTEAD.

To the Hon. JAMES BUCHTANAN,
Secretary of State.

DEPARTMENT OP ST~ATE,
Washington,. March 7,1848.

SIR: Your letter of the 19th of January last, transmitting your-officidl
bond, has been received.
In reply to your inquiries, respecting your commission, I have to state

that, as you were informed in your letter of appointment, it was trans-
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minted to the legation of the United States, with instructions to apply to
the lBritish governiment for your exequatur, which, when obtained, will
be forwarded to you with your commission.
The agent of the department has been instructed to furnish a flag,

press, seal, and the arms of the United States, for the use of your con-
sulate.

I am, sir, &c.,
JAMES BUCHANAN.

CHRISTOPHER IIEMPSTEAD, Esq.,
United States Consul, Belize, Honduras.

DEPARTMENT OF STATE,
Washington, August 29, 1848.

SIR: I have received your letter of the 29th ultimo, and have to thank
you for the information it contains. You Will please give your attention
to all matters of interest transpiring at or near your consulate, and report
them promptly to the department. I have to request that, in conformity
with your general instructions, your despatches may be regularly nunm-
bered.

I am, sir, &c.,
JAMES BUCHANAN.

CIIISTOPHER IIEMPSTRAD, Esq.,
United States Consul, Belize.

Mr. Carcache to Mr. Clayton.

[Translation.]

WASHNGrTON, December 31, I849.
SyP I have the honor to inform you that the principal object of my

mission, as charge d'affaires of the government of Nicaragua near that
of the United States of North America, is to solicit, on the part of the
latter, the ratification of the treaty concluded between the two republics,
by their respective ministers plenipotentiary, at Leon, on the 3d of Sep-
tember last.
Allow me, sir, on making this communication, to say that the special

convention concluded at Guatemala by Mr. Hise, the charge d'affaires of
the. United States, and Sefor Selva, the commissioner of Nicaragua, has
been, as publicly and universally known, disatpproved by my government.
My government desires the ratification of the treaty signed by iNlr Squier
on the 3d of September last, which it considers sufficient to insure the
execution of the work of the great canal through this isthmus- present-
ing the most practicable channel of communication between the two
oceans. 'Under these circumstances, I trust that the government of the
United States will ratify this latter 'treaty, so that the respective ratifica-
tions may be exchanged within the period fixed by its stipulations for
that purpose.
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I avail myself of this occasion. to offer to you, sir, the assurances ot
my esteem, and distinguished consideration with which I have the honor
to be your most~humble servant, U .

E:DUARDO CARCACHEA.
To the Hon. J. M. CLAYTON,

&cretary of State of the United States.

Mr. Clayton to Mr. Carcac/he.
DEPARTMENT OF STATE,

Washington, January 2, 1850.
SIR: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your note of the

31st ultimo, stating that the principal object of your mission was to solicit
the ratification, on the part of this government, of the treaty between the
United States and Nicaraguaj signed at Leon on the 3d of September last.

In regard to the special convention signed by Mr. Hise, to which you
refer, it is to be remarked that, although he had no power or instructions
from, this government to conclude a treaty of any kind with the govern-
ment of Nicaragua, the President would have deemed himself under an
obligation to submit that convention to the consideration of the Senate of
the United States, if, in his judgment, the public interests involved should'
have warranted and required him to adopt that course.. If, however, as
you-state, that convention has not been approved by your government,
there is no necessity fbr its further consideration by the government of
the United States.
The President will communicate the treaty of the 3d of September last

to the Senate, and will cheerfully ratify it. if it shall be approved by that
body, with the understanding that any supplementary articles which
probable events may render necessary -for more effectually securing the
objects contemplated by the 35th article of the treaty shall be agreed
upon between the two governments.

I avail myself of this occasion, sir, to offer to you the assurance of my
high consideration.

JOHN M. CLAYTON.

[No. 13.] DEPARTMENT OF STATE,
Washington, December 29, 1849.

SIR: Your despatches to No. 14 inclusive have been received. De-
spatches have also recently reached the department from E. George
Squier, charge d'alfaires of the United States at Guatemala, giving
information of the military occupation of the island of Tigre,in the gulf
of Fonseca, on the 16th of October last, by the naval forces of her Britan-
nic Majesty, under. the order of her consul general and charg .d'affaires
near the government of Guatemala, Mr. Chatfield.

It is now evident that the British flag has been hoisted in. Honduras by
order of Mr. Chatfield, and it is believed that other aggressions upon the
territories of the Central American States have been made by-the same.
authority. I transmit herewith' a copy of Mr. Squier's'despatches Nos. 7,
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and 8, dated October 25th and November 2d, from which you will see
the extent of' Mr. Chatfield's operations. ILord Palmerston 's declaration
inl his note to you o)f the 13th illtimo, disavowving any intention to colo-
ziize, settle, or fortify anly portion of Central America, is utterly incon-
sisten t with Mar. Chatfield 's oflicial acts and declarations; and I assume
it, until otherwise informed, that Mr. Chatfield has acted without instruc-
tiojis fromn his owvin government, and that his proceedings vill be pro)iptly
disavowed. I shall not distrust the honor of the British government on
account of the conduct of an inferior functionary, which merits, and
ought. to receive, the condemnation of his. own government; but I must
say that it is now due, not only to the cause of justice but to thre honor of
tile Arnerican government, that immediate explanations should he required
by you of the British government in regard to the late proceedings of' Mr.
Chatfield. It appears tlhat the pretext he has employed for extending the
British jurisdiction over a part of Honduras is the indebtedness of that
State to British subjects. We are very much surprised at this, especially
as the claims referred to are based, not upon torts, but upon contracts
between British subjects and the late government of C(entral America.

Under date the Sth of June last Mr. Crarlmpton, her Britannic Majesty's
charge d'affaires residing here, addressed a note to the department,
stating that he had been informed by Mr. Chatfield, her Majesty's
charge d'aflhires at Guatemala, that the revenues/of Nicaragua, especially
that arising fromn customi-house duties, had been mortgaged for the pay-
rment of the foreign debt of that State; that a company of citizens of the
United States had entered into a contract with the government of Nicara-
gua fbr the navigation of the river San Juan, and for mailing a -road
across the isthirnus, from lake Nicaragua to Realejo, with the privilege of
maintaining four custom-houses; and suggesting that the company should
pay off the bond-holders' claims, the principal of which was 627,26 13gs.
4d., with arrears of interest thereon at six per cent. from the 1st of February,
1828, and a surn amounting to about -f(5,0)0, due to tlue house of Reid,
Irving, and company, of London, for the payment of dividends upon the
debt irn 1826 and I827.

In a note to Mr. Crairnpton, under date the 12th of June, the department
stated that it was not aware of the existence of the contract between citi-
zens of tile United States arid the Nicaraguan government referred to by
him; that it could not be expected that such a contract would 'supersede
or impair any vested rights of British subjects; and that Mr. Squier would
be instructed to recommend, to any of our citizens who might be a party
to it, the extinction of the claims of those subjects in the manner sug-
gested. In a despatch to- Mr. Squier, under date the 19th June, he was
instructed accordingly.
Mr. Squier acknowledged the receipt of this instruction in a despatch

under date the 8th of November last, and stated that as the contract re-
*ferred to in Mr. Crampton's note was never perfected, Mr. Chatfield's
complaints fall to the ground. The ratified contract with the "American
Atlantic and Pacific Canal Company " is free from all objections of this
kind.
The share of Nicaragua or Honduras of any debt due from the late

:government of Central America to the subjects of Great Britain was, at
the period of the correspondence Adverted to between the department and
Mr. Cramnpton, evidently considered to be a small matter; and other cir-
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curnstances' lead us to believe that the seizure of the territory of Honduras
on that ground is a pretext for aggression on the part of Mr. Chitfield.
If Mr. Chatfield be indeed a proper exponent of the views of the British
caliniet, which we wvill not believe until so informed from an authentic
sources the sooner we are apprized of their intentions the better. You
will, therefore, on the receipt of this, forthwith address a note so Lord
Palmerston, setting forth the proceedings of the British naval arid military
expeditions, and the conduct of Mr. Cihatfield mentioned by our charge
d'affaires; and you will ask him, in firmn bitt respectful language, for a
disavowal of all acts of interference by Mr. Chatfield or others, which
have for their object to extend the B3ritish jurissdiction to any part of the
Central American States. Should Lord Palmerston avow the seizure or
intention to occupy any portion of CentraL America, under any pretext
or for any purpose, you will immediately enter the protest of this gov-
ernment against it.

That part of the treaty with Honduras relating to the canal negotiated
by Mr. Squier (of which I herewith send you a copy) was made by him
without instructions from this department; but it' the British aggression
upon Honduras be not promptly disavowed, that treaty will be speedily
submitted to the Senate for ratification, without awaiting further negotia-
tion.

It is now palpable that our charge d'affaires at Guatemala was right in
his conjectures as to the intention of the British authorities in Guatemala
to seize upon, and assert British jurisdiction over, other parts of Centirl
America. We have 'not desired to annex or colonize any part of that
country, but we shall not be restrained by any act of the British govern-
ment from treating with Honduras or Nicaragua, and from the assertion
and maintenance of any rights we may lawvfully acquire by such treaties.
We have f.ranklv avowed to Great Britain, and she must have fully un-
derstood it, that our object is to protect a canal across the isthmus. She
is filly aware that the lakes of- Nicaragua and Leon 'furnish the most
eligible route and means for feeding suclh a canal; and whether that canal
should terminate in the Pacific, at Realejo, within the confines of Nica-
ragua, or at the gulf of Fonseca, within those of Honduras, we mean to
protect it, with the consent of the States through which it may pass.

Sir Henry L. Bulgier has been most cordially received by the Presi-
dent; but I regret to learn from him that he has no instructions from Lord
Palmerston -in reference to this subject. As he has no authority to treat
with us, we must submit to the delay of communicating with the British
government across the Atlantic. I await your despatches by the next
steamer, hoping you have brought the negotiation to a close.

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant',
JOHN M. CLAYTON.

'ABBOTT LAWRENCE, Esq., Arc., ec., dc.

Mr. Lawvrence to Mr. Cliiqton.
-. ~~~~~~~[Extract.]

[PRIVATE AND CONFIDENTIAL.] LONDON, February 8, 1850.
MY DEAR, SIR: Since I wrote to you on the 25th ultimo, I have' held

an interview with Lord Palmnerston, the particulars of which you will'
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receive together with a copy of my note to his lordship upon the sub.
ject of Mr. Chatfield's movements in Oentral America. Your instruc-
tions to me were of such a character that I felt it to be expedient to read
them to his lordship. Every point taken in your instructions will stand
before the world.

[Private.]
Acrmorandum of an interview between Mr. Laewrence and Lord PaIlners.

ton, on Ie 27th January, 1850.

Mr. Lawrence began by saying that he had anxiously waited for a reply
to his communication of the 14th of December; but the principal object
in asking for at! interview at this time. was to say that, after the very free
and frank conversations they had held touching the subject of Central
America, he felt it a matter of courtesy to inform him (Lord P.) of the
new aspect of affairs before addressing him in writing on the proceedings
of Mr. Chatfield. He then asked him what were the views of the gov-
ernment of Great Britain upon the question of the seizure and occupation
of territory in the Central American States, particularly of Tigre island?
To which Lord Palmerston replied, that representations of British subjects
were made to the government with regard to claims of long standing
against the Central American States, many of which were of' a peculiar
character, and also of abuses committed on British subjects by imprison-
ment and otherwise, and that he applied to the admiralty to send a naval
force on both sides of the isthmus for the purpose of coercing those States
to the payment of their honest debts, notice having been given more than
a year since that such would be the case unless the debts were paid; that
Mr. Squier was acquainted with the fact that Tigre island would be
probably taken possession of by Great Britain, and that he (Squier) en-
tered into the treaty with Honduras with that knowledge. He further
stated, that the forcible seizure of Tigre island he deemed premature on
the part of Mr. Chatfield under the circumstances; that it should have
been left to the admiral in command on the Pacific, who was then ex-
pected to arrive there at an early day, to act as circumstances might call
for. He said he thought Mr. Squier had probably been misinformed in
many particulars in regard to the views of the British government; that
there appeared to be a misunderstanding of the motives and wishes of her
Majesty's govt rnment; " but so far as all that goes," said he, c we will
not discuss it. We do not acknowledge the right of the United States to
interfere with us in the course we have taken in Central America; yet. I
repeat what I addressed to you in the early part of this negotiation, that
Great Britain has no intention of annexing, settling, colonizing, or forti-
fying any part of Central America." Mr. Lawrence then stated that it-
was a source of deep regret to him at this juncture in the negotiations,
that anything should occur to disturb the fair prospect of a settlement;
yet, under the circumstances, he was instructed to demand, before pro-
ceeding any further, a disavowal on the part of her Majesty's government
of the act of Mr., Chatfield in the seizure of Tigre island; that the United
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States did not recognise the right of the British government to blockade
or to seize the premises or the property of these weak republics for the
debts of private individuals; that these claims did not grow out of torts,
but contracts, and illustrated it by the forcible seizure of a vessel, as show-
il, his idea of a tort. To which Lord Palhnerston replied, that before re-
questing the admiralty to furnish this naval force for the said purposes,
lie had consulted the law authorities of the Crowtn, who had given him
the opilniotn that the government would be justified in taking such a
course; but he added, that at the same time it was a question susceptible
of argument. Mr. Lawrence then told himn, that in order that he might
understand fully the views of the United States, lhe would read to him
his instructions on this subject in fill, which he then took from the table
and read throughI. Hle then told him (Lord Palmerston) that he should
address hinm a communication on this subject, in which he should request
from her Majesty's government a disavowal of the act of Mr. Chatfield in
the seizure of rrigre island. To which he replied, that he had already
sent orders to abandon Tigre island, and to leave it just where it wvas
before it was taken possession of by Mr. Chatfield, placing it, however,
within the discretion of the admiral to do what seemed to hirn right; and
that lie was ready to give an early answer, in time for the next steamer,
to any communication that might be addressed to him.

Mr. Lawrence endeavored to press upon Lord Palnmerston the necessity
of an early settlement of this question; that it was very likely to be made
a subject for discussion on both sides; and the sooner a conclusion was
reached, the better for all parties concerned. He stated expressly that the
government of the United States would not be prevented from making
treaties with the Central American States in consequence of seizure of
territory or claims set up by Great Britain, and from executing those trea-
ties according to their tenor; that there wvas a feeling existing in the Uni-
ted States and in Central America that Great Britain desired to possess
herself of territory not only for colonization, but also to command the
keys of the great proposed canal; and that from the public newspapers, as
well as front private sources of information, he had gathered that there
was a body of men inclined to secure the canal in the hands of British
subjects; anrd he asked Lord Palmerston whether this were really so. To
this Lord Palmerston replied, that there was such a p arty; that hle had
been often spoken to on the subject; that he had given no encouragement
to any such idea, but had said that, if accomplished at all, it ilmust be
done by Great Britain and the United States, and dedicated to the world
at large; that in his declaration that her Majesty's government didrnot in-
tend to settle, annex, colonize, or fortify any part of Central America, he
was sincere, and the government would carry out those sentimnents; that
after all, it seemed a very small matter for two great nations to disagree
about; that he filly appreciated the desire, often expressed by Mr. Law-
rence, to maintain the most friendly relations between the two countries;
and that he responded entirely to his desire, then and often before ex-
pressed, to settle all difficulties amicably.

Mr. Lawrence said, that since he had had the pleasure of meeting Lord
Palmerston, he had seen the official agents of Costa Rica and of Nicala-
gua, and had put to them certain hypothetical propositions corresponding
with his note of the 14th of December; to which the agent for Costa Rica,
having full authority, responded most heartily, and, as he 1,111g it, tlhank-
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fully, for the mediation that might be proffered. in the settlement of their
disp-)utes. Tie Nicaraguan minister not having authority to enter into
stipulations of the character indicated, said that he was not prepared to
act, hut that his own private opinion was favorable to the whole plast pre-
sented by Mr. Lawrence, if it could be carried out. *

[No. 1.] DEr.PARTATENT OFSTAT' ,

Wa/kinglon, April 19, 1850.
Sun: I have now the honor to submit tc you, in a shape in which I am

authorized by the P'resident to sign the sarme, the project of the conven-
tion which originated in our mutual coliferences and consultations shortly
after your arrival in this country.

I presume, froni the information you recently gave me as to the instruc-
tions you had received from her Britannic Majesty's government, that you
are duly authorized, and -will be ready to concur in the said convention;
in whirh case, a tinme can be at once fixed for our common signature.

I have further to observe, that at a period when, in consequence of cir-
cumnstanecs not now necessary to be stated, it was supposed that no succh
arraulgenluent vould be entered. into between our respective countries as
that we are now about to conclude, the treaty negotiated by this govern-
rnent with the State of Nicaragua on the '3d day of September last, (a
copy of which, so far as it relates to the proposed ship canal, was trans-
mitted by Mir. Lawrence to Lord Palmerston on the 22d day of November
last,) was submitted to the Senate fbr in regard to its ratification.

This treaty is now in the possession the senators, who, as the Presi-
dent's constitutional advisers in the excise of the treaty-making power,
form a co-ordinate branch of the government; and, as no treaty can be
made without their advice and consent, that which you and I have origi-
nated must be submitted to them, in connexion with the treaty above re-
ferred to. Whatever the Senate may decide in reference to either of these
treaties, the P'resident will not, I am persuaded, have occasion to contro-
vert. He does not doubt, should the Senate confirm the treaty with
Great Britain, that it will take care that any other treaty also confirmed
by it shall be in conformity therewith; and it is unnecessary for me to
say that nothing in one of these treaties could be ratified which would be
inconsistent with the Spirit and > mention of the stipulations contained in
the other.
The friendly relations between the two greatest commercial nations of

the world will, I trust, be strengthened 'by this new bond of union be-
tween them; and I anticipate the happiest results from their honorable
and peaceful alliance for the purpose of diffusing the blessings of corn-
nierce and civilization.

It is exceedingly gratifying to me that a new treaty likely to be so im-
portant in its results should have been the consequence of our friendly
intercourse; and I cannot terminate this negotiation without those mutual
congratulations which the occasion warrants, and the sincere expression
of that esteem and regard -which has been created by thl assistance you
have given rue in. bringing our labors to a happy conclusion.
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Accept the assurance of the high consideration with which I lave the
honor to be your most respectful and obedient servant,

JOHN M. CLAYTON.
Rt. lion. Sir H. L. BULWER,

EiO. 2.] BRITISH LvGEAT!ON, April 19, 1850.
Sm: 1 have had the honor of receiving your communication of the 1.9th

instant, enclosing the project of a convention between the two govern-
m1erIts of Great Britain anrd the United States, which. originated in our
mutual conferences and consultations shortly after my arrival ill this
country, and which you now state to be in such shape as enables you to
sign the same with the full approbation of the President.

I need not observe, after reading through the project in question, as
now transmitted to me, that I have to remark therein some slight devia-
tions from the original text of the project -which I submitted to Viscount
Pahunerston's approval; but, as it is important that in the present situation
of this affair no further time should be lost in bringing it to a conclusion,
and as the alterations I thus allude to are either merely verbal or are in
accordance with thie general spirit of' my instructions, and have been
adopted by us conjointly for various reasons which have appeared expe-
dient for the furtherance of those objects wvhich our treaty specifies,
I am prepared to sign the said treaty oln behalf of her Britannic Majesty,
and will do so at such time as you may appoint for that purpose.

In regard to the other portions of youe communication, I might perhaps
be justified in expressing some regret that any treaty connected with the
subject engaging our attention should have occupied the consideration of
the Senate before the convention we are about to sign had been sub-
mitted to it. But such is my profound conviction of the great judgment
and ability which illustrate the distinguished body before which these
treaties will be brought, as well as my confidence in the snperintending
wvisdorn of the President, in whom resides the power of ratification, that
I do not in the least fear but that the convention which we sign will
receive every due consideration, and that, if it should be finally approved
by the one and ratified by the other, nothing will be approved of or
ratified in any other treaty contrary to the spirit and intentions manifested
in our engagements.

Permit me to add, that I entirely sympathize with you in the belief that
thle bonds of friendship which unite our two great and kindred nations
will be honorably strengthened by a convention which has for its object
the construction and protection of a great work which we intend should
confer equal benefits on all the nations of the earth. Indeed, the whole
treaty which we are now about to conclude manifests a spirit of concilia.
tiou and peace-of generous and unselfish zeal for the universal interests
of commerce and civilization-that will, I am persuaded, do credit to our
respective countries, and afford no unworthy example to the world.

It is, I can assure you, a subject of sincere gratification to me, that, in
negotiating a measure which so cornplittely represents the views of her.
Majesty's government, I had the great advantage of being associated with
you; and, although I claim but a small share in the merit of bringing
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this important business to a happy termination, I shall always remember
with pride and' pleasure the negotiation in which we have been engaged
together, were it only on account of the expressions of esteem and regard
with which you honor me, and which faithfully represent the sentiments
of sincere friendship and high consideration which 1 avail myself of this
opportunity to offer to you.

H. L. BDULWER.
H1on1. JOHN M. CLAYTON,

L'C., i& c., 4c

Conlention between the United States of America and her Britannic
- ll/]s/Mjiysty.

The United States of. America and her Britannic Majesty, being de-
sirous of consolidating the relations of amity which so happily subsist
between them, by setting forth and fixing in a convention their views and
intentions with reference to any means of communication by ship-canal
which may be constructed between, the Atlantic and Pacific oceans, by
the way of the river San Juan de Nicaragua, and either or both of the
lakes of Nicaragua or Managua, to any port or place on the Pacific ocean,
the President of the United States has conferred full powers on JohIn M.
Clayton, Secretary of State of the United States, and her Britannic
Majesty on the Right Honorable Sir Henry Lytton Bulwer, a minister of
her Majesty's most honorable privy council, Knight Commander of the
most honorable Order of the Bath, and envoy extraordinary and minister
plenipotentiary of her Britannic Majesty to the United States, for the
aforesaid purpose ; and the said plenipotentiaries, having exchanged their
full powers, which were found to be in proper form, have agreed to the
following articles:

ARTICLE 1. Tl1e governments of the United States and Great Britain
hereby declare, that neither the one nor the other will ever obtain or main-
tain fbr itself any: exclusive control over the said ship-canal ; agreeing
that neither will ever erect or maintain any fortifications commanding the
same or in the vicinity thereof, or occupy or fortify, or colonize, or assume
or exercise any dominion over Nicaragua, Costa Rica, the Mosquito coast,
or any part of Central America; nor will either make use of any protection
which either affords or mayt afford, or any alliance which either has or
may have, to or with any State or people, for the purpose of erecting or
maintaining any such fortifications, or of occupying, fortifying, or colo-
nizing Nicaragua, Costa Rica, the Mosquito coast, or any part of Central
America, or of assuming or exercising dominion over the same; nor will
the United States or Great-Britain take advantage of any intimacy, or use
any alliance, connexion, or influence that either may possess -with any
Stateor-government through whose territory the said canal may pass, for
the purpose of acquiring or holding directly or indirectly, for the citizens
or subjects of the one, any rights-or advantages in regard to commerce or
navigation through the said canal, which shall not be offered on the same
terms to the citizens or subjects of the other.
ART. 2 Vessels of the United States or Great Britain, traversing the

said ovw-dal, shall, ill case of w.ar between thc contracting parties, be ex-
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emptedlrom blockade, detention, or capture by either oft hbe'lligerents;
and this provision shall extend to such a distance from the two ends of
the said canal as may hereafter, be found expedient to establish.
Aar. 3. In order to secure the construction of the said canal, the con-

tracting parties engage that if -any such canal shall be undertaken upon
fair and equitable terms by any parties having the authority of the deal
government or governments through whose territory the same may pass.,
then the persons-employed in making the said canal, and their property
used, or to be used, for that object, shall be protected from the commence-
ment -of the said canal to its completion by the governments of the United
States and Great Britain, from unjust detention, confiscation, seizure, or
any violence whatsoever.

ART. 4. The contracting parties will use whatever influence they re-
spectively exercise with any State, States, or governments, possessing
or claiming to possess any jurisdiction or right over the territory which
the said canal shall traverse, or which shall be near the waters applicable
thereto, in order to induce such States, or governments to facilitate the
construction of the said canal by every means in their, power.'. And
furthermore, the United States zond Gr at Britain agree to use their 'good
offices, wherever or however it may be most expedient, in order to pro-
cure the establishment of, wo free ports, one at each end of said canal.
ART. 5. The -contracting parties further engage that, when 'the said

canal shall have been completed, they -will protect it from' interruption,.
seizure or unjust confiscation, and that they will guaranty the neutrality
thereof, so that the said canal may forever be, open and free, and the capi-
tal invested therein secure. Nevertheless, the governments of the jUniited
States and Great Britain, in according their protection to the construction.
of the said' canal, and guarantying its neutrality and security when com-.
pleted, always 'Understand that this protection and guarantee are granted
conditionally, and may be withdrawn by -both governments or either.
government, if both governments or either government should deem that
the persons or company undertaking or managing the same adopt or estab-
lislh such regulations concerning the traffic thereupon as are contrary to the
spirit and intention of this convention, either by making unfair discrimi-
nations in favor of the commerce of one of the contracting parties, or with
the commerce of the other, or by imposing oppressive exactions or un-
reasonable tolls upon passengers, vessels, goods, wares, merchandise, or
other articles. Neither party, however, shall withdraw the aforesaid pro-
tection and guarantee without first giving six months' notice to the other.
ART. 6. The contracting parties inl this convention engage to. invite

every State, with which both or either have friendly intercourse; to enter
into stipulations with them, similar to those which they have entered into
with each other, to the end that all other States-may share in the honor
and advantage of having contributed to a work of such general- interest
and importance. as the canal herein contemplated. And the contracting
parties likewise agree that each shall enter into treaty stipulations with
such of the Central American States as they may deem advisable, for the
purpose of mnore effectually carrying out the great design of this conven-
tion, namely,'that of constructing and maintaining the said canal as a
ship communication between the two oceans for the benefit of mankind,
on equal terms 'to all, and of protecting the. same.; and they.also agree
that the good offices. of either shall be eniployed,_:when requested by the

21
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other, in aiding and'assisting the negotiation of such treaty stipulations,
anid should any (liffereneps arise, as to right or property over the territory
through -which the said canal shall pass, between the States or govern.
ments of Central America, and such differences should in any way im-
pede or obstruct the execution of the said canal, the governments of the
United States and Great Britain wtvill use their good offices to settle such
diflh'rences in the manner chest suited to promote the interests of the said
canal, and to strengthen thle bonds of friendship and alliance w%"hich exist
between the contracting parties.
ART. 7. It being desirable that no tinle shonlrd be unnecessarily Inst in

commencing and constructing the said canal, the governments of the'
United States and Great Britain determine to give their support and en-
couragement to such persons or company as may first offir to commence
the same with the necessary capital', the consent of the local authorities,
and. on such principles as accord with the spirit and intention of th1is con-
vention; and if any persons or company should already liave with any
State through which the proposed ship canal may pass a contract for the
construction of such a canalaas that specified in this convention, to the
stipulations of which contract neitlher of the contracting parties in this
convention have any just cause to object; and the said persons or com-
pany shall, moreover, have made preparations, and expended titne,
money, and tiouble 'on the faith of such contract, it is hereby agreed that
sluch persons or company shall have a priority of claim over every other
person) persolls, or company, to the protection of the governments of the
United States and Great Britain, and be allowed a year fromil thle date of
the exclhanec of the ratifications of this convention fby concluding their
arrangements and presenting evidence of sufficient capital subscribed to
accomplish the contemplated undertaking: it being understood that if, at
the expiration of the aforesaid period, such persons or company be niot
able to conmnmence and carry out the proposed enterprise, then the govern-
ments of the ijnited States and Great l.ritain shall be free to afford their
protection to ally other persons or company that shall be prepared to comn-
mence and proceed with the construction of the canal in question.
ART. S. The governments )f thle United States and Great Britain hav-

ing not only desired, in entering into this convention, to accomplish a
I)articllar object, but also to es ablishi a general principle, they hereby
agree to extend their protection by treaty stipulations to anly other practi-
cable comnitnuijications, whether by canzal or railway, across the isthmulS
which connects North and South America, and especially to the initer-
oceanic communications, should the samne prove to be practicable, whether
by canal or railway, which. are now proposed to be established by tIC
way of Tehulantep)ec or Palla[na. In granting, however, their joint pro-
tection to any such canals or railways as are by this article specified, Ft is
always understood by the United States anid Great Britain that the parties
constructing or owning the same shall impose no other charges or condi-
tions of traffic thereupon than thte afbresaid. governments shall approve of
as just and equitable; aind that the same canals or railways, being open
to the citizens and subjects of the United States and Great Britain on
equal terms, shall also be open onl like terms to the citizens and subjects
of every other State which is willing to grant thereto sllch protection as
the UV.ited States and Great Britain engage to aflbrd.
ART. 9. Thl1e ratifications of thiis convention shall be exchanged at

Washington within six months fromr this day, or sooner if possible.
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In faith whereof, we, the respective plenipotentiaries, have signed this

convention, and have hereunto affixed our seals.
Done at Washington, the nineteenth day of April, anno Domini one

thousand eight. hundred and fifty.
JOHN M. CLAYTON. [L. S.]
HENRY LYTTON BULWER. [Lo s.]

BRITISii LEGATION, April 29, 1.850.
Sin: I have the honor to inform you that her Majesty's government

have entirely approved of the language which I held to you with refer-
ence to your inquiry as to whether it was true that Mr. Chatfield had
made a treaty with Costa Rica taking that republic under British protec-
tion, and of the assurance I then gave you that I did not believe, from
the opinions which I had heard her Majesty's Secretary of State for For-
eign Affairs express, that he could have authorized Mr. Chatfield to make
anly treaty placing the republic of Costa Rica under the protection of her
Majesty. I have been furthermore instructed to state to you that the
British government has not made, and has no intention of making, any
treaty or arrangement with Costa Rica for taking that State under British
protection.

I am also desired to add that it would be contrary to the fixed and
settled policy of Great Britain to entangle herself by any engagement to
protect distant States over -lwhose policy and conduct it would be impossi-
ble for the British government to exercise any effective control. Such a
protectorate would confer no possible advantage on Great Britain, and
might become the source of many embarrassments to her.

I avail myself of this opportunity to renew to you the assurance of my
highest consideration.

H. L. BULWER.
Hon. J. M. CLAYTON, 4C., 4'C., 4(C.

DEPARTMENT OF STATrE,
Washington, April 30, 1850.

Sin: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your note of the
29th instant, infi)rming me that her Britannic Majesty's government have
entirely approved of the language which you. held and the assurance
which you gave to me with reference to mny inquiry as to whether it was
true that Mr. Chatfield had made a treaty with Costa Rica taking that
republic under British protection; that you have been furthermore in-
structed to state to me. that your government has not made, and has no
intention of making, any treaty or arrangement with Costa Rica of that
kind; and that you are also directed to add that it would be contrary to
the fixed and settled policy of Great Britain to entangle herself by any
engagement to protect distant States over whose policy and conduct it
would be impossible for her to exercise any effective control.

I take Al asure inl expressing the satisfaction with which this govern-
ment ha) received this friendly assurance from that of her Britannic



80it24 Doc. No. 75,
Majesty, the more especially as it cannot fail to strengthen the bonds of
amity now existing between our respective countries.

I avail myself of this opportunity to renew to you, sir, the assurance
of my distinguished consideration.

JOHN M. CLAYTON.
Right lIon. Sir H. L. BULWER,.'5 C., L5C., *c.

[No. 34.] L1(EL.TION Ol THElr UNITED STATES,
&n J.uan de A'icarcua, Juneo 25, 1830.

SIn: I have the honor to acknowvledge the receipt of your No. 8, by
hand of Mr. James Cross, conveying the announcement of the conclu-
sion of the negotiations with Grea.t lritain in respect to the proposed
ship-cana., and other defendant mnalters, and also granting me the indul-
gence which I had previously asked, for the purpose of visiting the
United States. A large mail destined for me was lost some days ago off
Salt Creek, by the wreck of the barqtie " Lucy Ellen." This catas-
trophe was alone waJntir g to fiHl up the list of accidents which have be.
fallen the correspondc:ice of the department with. this legation.

In consequence of the information contained in your despatch, I have
addressed the enclosed letter (A) to the government of Honduras, in re-
lation to the island of Tigre, and the pending convention with that State.

I have also the lioixor to enclose copies of the following correspondence:
B, 1 and 2-To the government of San Salvador, acknowvledging the

reception of the official action of the assembly of th-at State upon the
pact of union of the 8th of November, 1849, with an translated copy of
the reply of the government of Nicaragua, to which a copy of the above
letter was addressed.

C, i anld 2-Copy of a note to the Secretary of State of.-Nicaragua,
announcing my departure for the United States, under ni.:leave of ab-
senice, with a translated copy of tbe reply thereto.

I am informed that the State of Honduras has unarliniously ratified the
pact of nation, and the national representation will therefore meet in the
city of Chinendaga on the first of September.B13egging to convey my grateful acknowledggments for the indulgence
whieh1 the department has extended to mne, and hoping to report Myself
in Washington as early as the 12th of July, I ani, sir, your obedient
servant,

E. GEO. SQUIER.
I-Ion. JOHN M. CLAYTON,

Secretary of State.

A.

LEG.ATION OF TIHE UNITED STATES,
Grenada, Junoe 21, 1S50.

Sin: I have great pleasure in enclosing to you a copy of the treaty
recently conlcluded between the Unrited States and Great Britain, in re-
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spect to the proposed ship-canal, Mosquito coast, and other Matters of
high interest to the Central Amnerican"States. It will be perceived that,
by this treaty, Central Amerriea will be liduceforth relieved from any
danger on the score of foreign territorial aggression. The precautionary
measures, therefore, which have beetn taken, in respect to the Tigre, are
no longer necessary; and as the canal company are flow freo to inake
such arrangements wvith Honduras as mnav he f(or the mutual interest of
both, the special provisions in the treaty in respect to the canal may be
deispensed with, and tije treaty reduced to the ordinary form of a treaty
of co mmerce, amity, and friendship. As the tirne fixed for the ratifica-
tionl has expired, it may be wVell to open a ne1W convention. This may
be done upon rmy return in .Septemuber. Thie fl;ag of the United States
will, thereffore, be considered as withdrawn from the Tigre, from thedate
of the receptioni of this communication.

I cannot alloW this opportunity to pass without conveying to your ex-
cellency my warmest collgratulations upoll the result of the negotiations
between the United States and Great Britain. In the felicitous language
of the Secretary of State of the United States, in conveying to U1e the
aiwouncernenit of the final conclusion of this negotiation, Central
Amierieca, capable as she is of sustaining the population of a vast empire,
tinited in herself, and exerting her best energies for thte developlelnt of
her great resources, mnay date the commnaencerment of a career of unex-
arnpled prosperity fromn the ratification of this treaty." It is only neces-
sarv to add that the treat has been ratified.
With high consideration, I have the honor to be, sir, your very obedi-

ent servant,
E . GEO . .SQJIlFJIl.

To the SECRET.ARY FOR FOREICN AFPAIR1S
of the JRepublic 9' HTnduras.

B-1.

LEG-,ATION OF TIHE UNITED STATES IN CRENTRAL ANIE1n1C.A,
Leon cle ANicaraguza, Ajril 18, 1850.

Sin: I have great satisfaction in acknowledging the receipt of the de-
cree of the government and Congress of Sarn Salvador, of the date of
February 28, ratifying the convention for a union of the States celebrated
in this city on the 12th of November, 1849.
Although it is the established policy of the United States to abstain

frorn interference in the concerns of other nations, still, whenever her in-
fluence may with propriety be exerted for beneficial ends-the promotion
of peace, order, and the general good-she regards it as her duty to exert
it. It. was indier this view that nmy predecessor, whose instructions are
made part of my own, was " instructed by his counsel and advice, should
suitable occasion offer, to promote the reunion of the States which formed
the federation of Central Anmerica. In a federal union amongst themn-
selves," these instructions observe, "consists their strength. They will
thus avoid domestic dissensions, and render themselves respected by the
world. ' I
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On the 1st of August, 1819, believing that the proper occasion btad ar-

rived, I addressed a letter to the ministry under your charge, conveyin
the views of m1v goverinlient. But I hardly flattered myself that I should
so soon have tlhe satisfaction of announcing to that goverinineiit, not only
that the initiatives to a federal union had! been taken , blut that a definite
plan of Union h-iad received the constitutional sanction of onc sovereign
State. The exarnple of San Salvador, there is every reason. to believe,
will be speedily followed by Honduras and Nicaragua; and I am con-
vinced that the remaining States of the old federation will not fail soon to
discover that their true interests will be promoted by an adhesion to the
new republic.
This event, in conjunction with the new commercial era of the estab.

lishment of regular steam-communication on the Pacific coast with Pan-
arna and California, and the immediate opening of a route of transit across
this istlhmus, alnd with it increased facilities of comrnuniication and trade
with the United States and Elurope-not to advent to the prospective great
inter-oceanic canal-will not fail to give new importance to this country,
infuse newv energy into her people, and make her great and prosperous.
By a happy combination of circumstances, it also seems probable that their
foreign relations of this country, so long a source of disquiet, alarm, and
danger, will be speedily adjusted in an honorable and satisfactory manner.
The period is then. rnost fortunate for the proposed union; and a union,
effected under such auspices, in a spirit of concession, of forgetfulness of
past errors, and patriotic devotion to the true interests of the new republic,
cannot fail to be enduring and successful in all the great objects of gov-
ernmenlt.

Improving this opportunity to renew the assurances of my high per-
sonal regard and consideration, I am, sir, your obedient servant,

IA. GEO. SQUIER.
To the SECREMTRY FOR FOr(EIG;N, Ai;'i..%n1Js

of &Sui &lvador.

B-2.
[Translation.]

HOUSE OF TIME GOVERNMENT,
Mlaqag-ua, Alay 11, 1850.

S!R: The Suipreme Director of Nicaragua has received, with the live-
liest emotions of pleasure, a copy of your communication, addressed to
the governor of San Salvador, of the date of the 18th of April, ultimo,
stamped as it is with the pure sentiments of a great soul and an Amnerican
heart; and he recognises the penetration wvith which you indicate the nie-
cessity of the adoption of the pact of the 8th of Novernber-which, I am
happy to add, was unanimously ratified by the Assembly of Nicaragua, in
a public decree, a copy of which I have the honor herewith to subinit.
The Supreme Director sincerely hopes that you will continue your

friendly offices, to the end that the national convention of Central America
shiall obtain the adhesion of the several S¶ates, in conformity wVithi the
philanthropic desires of the President of the United States.

Desiring your excellency to accept, &c.
S. SALINAS.

His Excellency E. G. SQUIER, L'C., Li.C., 4-C.
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C-1.

LEGAT1ON OF TimE UNITED STATES,
Grenada, June 21, 1850.

Sin: I have the honor to inform you that I have received leave of ab-
sence from illy governmrienlt, for the puLrpose of enabling me to visit the
United States. Until my return, official comrnrnunicati.ins designed for
this legation may be intrusted to the charge of J. W. Livingston, esq.,
United States consul at this point.

I cannot permit this opportunity to pass without conveying to you my
warm acknowvledgments for the distinguished courtesy atnid consideration
withwXihich I have been received and treated by your government, and
the authorities and people of Nicaragua, ini all my intercourse with then,
public and private. And I shall not fhill to represent to my government
the fraternal feeling and sympathy which exist towards it among all classes
of Nicaragtuans, and the high anticipations which have been formed from
the relationship which is every day becoming more intimate between the
two countries. It hlas been my aim to place that relationship upon a firm
and enduring basis, worthy of the age in which we live, and ini strict ac-
cordance with. the principles which should governl our respective couI-
tries, not less as republican than as American States. If, with the cordial
co-operation of yrour government, and the support of my own, I have in
any Way contributed to effect this grand object, I shall experience a satis-
fit'tion which. shall prove an ample reward for any misrepresentation I
have in consequence incurred.

Anticipating a spcedy return, and renewal of existing, agrceable rela-
tiOns, I atmi, Sir, with high consideration, your obedient servant,

1'. GEO. SQUILER.
His Excellency the SICcRE1TARY FOR FOREIGN AlFIRS

of Nicaaaua.

rranmlation.]

IIOlUSIU C0in I, GO'T2N3lN-U
Leon, June 22, 1850

S.irn The SuprcIle Direc.tor of thc State has seen with deep sensation
your (colnlun-111c atiol( of yesterday, announcing your return to the ULnited
States unIlder leave of absence from your governi-nent. The dignity,
patlriotisir), and filtitlhrilnet1s with which you have (lischarged the duties of
your mission, have becen in the highest degree gratifying alnd satisfactory
to my governtaneit; and it congratutlates you inhivalving recelived, as you
have deserved, thie (-ordial esteen of the fianctionarics anid people of Ni-
caragua, as Well tbr the new hopes of prosperity to which you have given
birth., as for thme personal qualities which adorn you. Your presence in
Nicaragua hmas nmade reappear the national spirit, anid raised the country
from that chaos in wvhich it has for so many years becn plunged.
The identity oh p)rinlciples wvhich. exists between both countries, thie

natural anld continental bonds which unite then, and, above all, tlhe
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reciprocal interests which a cultivation of closer relations must produce,
lead my government to hope that the dignified P.]resident of the United
States will lCn(l every sanction to the ideas and measures which your
excellency shall recomrinrend to he carried out here. My government
regrets tllat ytou shouldleaete State even for the short period proposed;
but as youtr departure( seems settled, it desires to mnanifest to you and to
the illustrious P'residenit of the United States, and the people thereof, the
sentiments of eternal gratitude felt by the government and people of Nica.
ragua for the exertions which haNre been made in their behalf, -nd jn
vindication of th eir sacred rights.

Wishing you a safe and speedy return, I am, &c.,
S. SALINAS.

His Excellenicy E, G. S(tvEm, L5c., t5'c,

;V
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