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The House Committee on Un-American Activities is a standing com-
mittee of the House of Representatives, constituted as such by the
rules of the House, adopted pursuant to Article T, section 5, of the
Constitution of the United States which authorizes the House to deter-
mine the rules of its proceedings.

RULES ADOPTED BY THE 9TH CONGRESS
House RESOLUTION 7, JANUARY 10, 1967
RESOLUTION

Resolved, That the Rules of the House of Representatives of the Eighty-ninth
Congress, together with all applicable provisions of the Legislative Reorganization
Act of 1846, as amended, be, and they are hereby, adopted as the Rules of the
House of Represeniatives of the Ninetleth Congress * * *

* L] ] ] » * [ ]
RuLe X
BTANDING COMMITTEES

1. There shall be elected by the House, at the commencement of each Congress,

. ] L] 1 » L] L ]
(r) Committee on Un-American Actlvities, to consist of nine Members.
* ] * ] | L] »
RULE XI
POWERS AND DUTIES8 OF COMMITTEES
L] ] * L] * * *

18. Committee on Un-American Activities.

(a) Un-American activities.

(b) The Cominittee on Un-American Activities, as a whole or by subcommittee,
is authorized to make from time to time investigations of (1) the extent, charac-
ter, and objects of un-American propaganda activities in the United States, (2)
the diffusion within the United States of subversive and un-American propaganda
that is instigated from foreign countrles or of a domestic origin and attacks the
principle of the form of governient as guaranteed by our Constitution, and (3)
all other questions in relation thereto that would aid Congress in any necessary
remedial legislation.

The Committee on Un-American Activities shall report to the House (or to the
Clerk of the House if the House Is not in session) the results of any such investi-
gation, together with such recommendations as it deems advisable.

For the purpose of any such investigation, the Committee on Un-American
Activities, or any subcomnmittee thereof, 18 authorized to sit and act at such times
and places within the United States, whether or not the House Is sitting, has
recessed, or has adjourned, to hold such hearings, to require the attendance of
such witnesses and the production of such books, papers, and documents, and
to take such testimony, as it deems necessary. Subpenas may be issued under
the signature of the chairman of the committee or any subcommittee, or by any
member designated by any such chairinan, and may be served by any person
designated by any such chairman or member.

* * * » * * *

27. To assist the House in appraising the administration of the laws and in
developing such amendments or related legislation as it may deemn necessary,
each standing committee of the House shall exercise continuous watchfulness
of the execution by the administrative agencles concerned of any laws, the subject
matter of which is within the jurisdiction of such committee; and, for that pur-
pose, shall study all pertinent reports and data submitted to the House by the
agencies in the executive branch of the Government. ’

* * * L] * * »






FOREWORD

This report presents some of the evidence regarding modern ku
klux klan operations which the committee obtained as a result of a
full-scale investigation during the 89th Congress.

In order to compile this evidence, the committee had to penetrate
a curtain of secrecy which surrounds the innermost workings of a klan
organization. .

Relatively few klansmen interrogated by the committee showed any
willingness to violate their klan oath to “die rather than divulge”
information about the organization. The committee nevertheless
gained considerable insight into the functioning of a klan throuigh the
cooperation of those klansmen, past and present, who were willing to
testify in executive and public sessions or furnish information to com-
mittee investigators, Case studies of individuals and organizations se-
lected as targets by klan activists were also illuminating.

Members of the investigative staff conducted field investigations in
Virginia, North and South Carolina, Georgia, Alabama, Mississippi,
Florida, Texas, and Arkansas, as well as in such Northern States as
New York, Pennsylvania, Delaware, and Ohio. I will not attempt to
describe all of the facets pursued and difficulties encountered in the
course of "the intensive staff work from the time the committee ap-
proved a formal inquiry in March 1965 until the start of public hear-
ings in October of that year. The results which are summarized in this
report should demonstrate that the investigation was painstaking,
thorough, and extremely productive. I would like to express at this
time, however, the committee’s appreciation of the wholehearted co-
operation it received from many law enforcement agencies.

The purpose of the investigation was to give Congress facts which
would aid it in the enactment of any remedial legislation which might
be considered necessary to deal with problems created by klan activity
in the United States. This report has the same purpose. ‘

What kind of facts must Congress have to determine whether or
not legislative action may be called for in this area? As I repeatedly
stressed in the course of the committee’s lengthy investigation, Con-
gress should be informed with respect to the purposes of klans, the
manner in which they are organized, how they are controlled, their
strength and their scope, and the methods by wﬁich they seek to carry
out their objectives. This report includes the committee’s findings on
all of these subjects,

The committee also offers some general conclusions regarding the
problems raised by klan activity, which T believe are inescapable when
the evidence is reviewed. '

The facts set forth in this report are based on information acquired
by the committee through early 1967. The bulk of the evidence, how-
ever, is contained in the record of public investigative hearings con-
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2 FOREWORD

ducted by a subcommittee of this committee in the period between
October 19, 1965, and February 24, 1966. The subcommittee sat for 36-
days to interrogate a total of 187 witnesses regarding the evidence
which had been amassed by committee investigators. Thousands of
substantiating documents obtained by the committee staff were made
part. of this hearing record.

Officers of the seven most active klan organizations, as well as rank-
and-file klansmen alleged to have engaged in organized terrorism,
were given an opportunity during the hearings to deny, qualify, con-
firm, or explain klan activity about which they possessed personal
knowledge. A majority chose to invoke constitutional privileges
against self-incrimination.  Much productive testimony was never-
theless received from a number of present or former klan officers and
members, law enforcement officinls, and private citizens who have been
victims of klan activity. ,

When the committee voted on March 30, 1965, to undertake a for-
mal investigation into ku klux klan organizations, it was concerned
about a substantial upsurge in klan membership and activity during
the preceding year. The klan movement had actually been on the up-
swing since 1961, but its growth prior to 1964 was slow and uneven,
and its activity pretty much localized.

The movement was still expanding when the committee began its
public hearings on the klans in the fall of 1965. Shortly there-
after, however, an abatement of klan activity was observed, due not
only to a customary seasonal decline, but also to a decision by many
klans to “lie low” while congressional hearings were in progress.
Klan membership also dropped during the winter months of 1965~
19066, a fact which I believe may be attributed at least in part to the facts
about the movement then being aired through the medium of the com-
mittee’s hearings. Unfortunately, by the summer of 1966, klan activity
and membership were once more on the rise. Whereas the upsurge
in the early 1960’s was viewed as a response to civil rights demonstra-
tions in the South, the latest gains appear to have heen stimulated to
a great extent by riotons situations innorthern cities.

The committee held legislative hearings on bills to curb klan-type
excesses in July of 1966 and subsequently reported IT.R. 16606 with
amendments. I had introduced that(i)i]),, the “Organizational Conspir-
acies Act,” in the hope that, if enacted, it would contribute significantly
toward eliminating, or at least curbing, terrorist activities of the type
engaged in by klans. Inasiuch as there was no action on the bill, I
have reintroduced it in the Ninetieth Congress in slightly amended
form. This bill, H.R. 7025, the “Organizational Conspiracies Act of
19687,” was reported by the committee on September 19,

Whether or not my bill is enacted into law, it is my hope that the
evidence amassed by the committee will nid the Clongress and also the
American people, who—in the final analysis—will determine if secret,
terroristic organizations can thrive in a democratic society,

EpwiN E. WiLuts, Chairman.



THE PRESENT-DAY KU KLUX KLAN MOVEMENT
CHAPTER 1. HISTORICAL BACKGROUND

Present-day klan origanizations customarily dedicate themselves to
commemorating the achievements of the Ku Klux Klan of the Recon-
struction era and to perpetuating the principles of the first phalanx of
nightriders to appear on the American scene, -

Modern klans furthermore promise to save the Nation just as their
forerunners allegedly saved the Nation following the Civil War. -

Some reference to historical antecedents is therefore essential to
understand the activities of klansmen in the 20th century.

Tur ReconstructioN Kran

The six Confederate Army veterans credited with originating the
Ku Klux Klan on Christmas Eve of 1865 in Pulaski, Tenn., are not
memorialized in current klan literature. These young men had
adapted the Greek word for circle (kuklos) in christening their new
organization. They had devised mystical titles and a ritual for a
membership sworn to secrecy. And they were responsible for con-
verting bed linen into a means of disguise. Their purpose, however,
was reputedly pure amusement. .

The organization to which modern klansmen pay homage was the
Ku Klux Klan headed by Nathan Bedford Forrest, which officially
operated in at least nine Southern States from 1867 to 1869 and
unofficially for some years thereafter., .

The conversion of klan purposes from amusement to terrorism had
already been demonstrated by the time representatives of various local
klan “dens” held a unifying convention in Nashville, Tenn., in 1867
and elected former Confederate Army General Forrest as their grand
wizard. Stimulative of the klan’s new purposes were a series of laws
enacted by the U.S. Congress beginning in 1866 which sought to be-
stow civil rights on the recently freed slaves, and the Reconstruction
Act of March 1867 which substituted military governments for the
locally created governments in most of the former secessionist States.

“Maintenance of the supremacy of the white race” was selected as
the “main and fundamental objective” of the Ku Klux Klan led by
General Forrest. Membership was restricted to those who would op-
pose not only Negro “social and political equality” but also the Radicals
then dominant in the U.S. Congress who were to be defeated in order
to “restore State sovereignty.” A set of outwardly laudable aims
adopted by the organization called for support of the U.S. Constitu-
tion, assistance in execution of all constitutional laws, protection of
the weak and innocent, relief of the injured and oppressed, and suc-
coring of the unfortunate, especially widows and orphans. (The
same objectives have been repeated almost word for word by succeed-
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4 THE PRESENT DAY KU KLUX KLAN MOVEMENT

ing klan organizations up to the present time; the exception being that
Radical is spelled with a small “r” in the contemporary situation.)

By the autumn of 1868, General Forrest. estimated klan member-
ship at 550,000, Although he claimed to have disbanded the organiza-
tion early the following year on the grounds that it was no longer
needed for “self-protection,” ku klux klan terrorism continued to
mount over the next few years to such a degree that the President and
Members of Congress demanded action to remedy the “insecurity of
life and property” in some of the Southern States, .

The Congress acted against racial violence in three civil rights laws,
loosely known as the Ku Klux Klan Acts. Section 6 of an act of May
31, 1870, provided criminal penalties for persons who conspire or-who
go in disguise on the public highways or on the premises of another
with intent to deprive him of rights and privileges granted by the
Constitution or laws of the United States. The voting safeguards set
forth in other sections of this act were amended and supplemented by
an act of February 28, 1871. Finally, on April 20, 1871, Congress
approved an act enforcing the provisions of the 14th amendment
which included, among other things, Presidential authority to use
military force to prevent interference with court civil rights orders.!

As the President signed the third act directed against the Ku Klux
Klan, a joint congressional committee of 7 Senators and 14 Repre-
sentatives was organized to investigate the secret order. Formally
known as the Joint Select Committce on the Condition of Affairsin the
Late Insurrectionary States, this investigating committee held 57 days
of hearings in Washington, D.C., in addition to sending subcommittees
to take testimony in the States of South Carolina, Georgia, Florida,
Alabama, and Mississippi. Although Grand Wizard Forrest refused
to cooperate with the committee—even refusing to admit membership
in or firsthand knowledge of a ku klux klan—testimony taken by the
committee provided a grisly record of violence engaged in by the
masked bands.

A RECORD OF VIOLENCE

Killings and floggings of Negroes and whites, the burning of schools
and churches, and the hounding of individuals from their communities
are among the outrages recorded in 12 printed volumes of the commit-
tee’s hearings. A majority report issued by the committee on February
19, 1872, described the Ku Klux Klan as “a fearful conspiracy against
gociety, committing atrocities and crimes that richly deserve punish-
ment.” The report also accused the klan of demoralizing society and
holding men silent by the terror of its acts and its powers for evil.
Continuance of the special powers granted to the President by the Ku
Klux Klan Act of April 30, 1871, was recommended. A minority re-
port, which took issue with the majority as to the canses, purpose, and
scope of klan activity, nevertheless declared—

¢ * * we do not intend to deny that hodies of disguised men have, in several
of the States of the South, been guilty of the most flagrant crimes, crimes which
we nelther seek to palliate nor excuse * * *,

1 These are the only laws nﬂeclﬂcally directed against the ku klux klan ever enacted by
Congress. Little remning of this Reconstruction era legislation., Among the few survivors
ia the section dealing with private raclal violence which 18 now contained in title 18,
United Stater Code, at section 241, Recent Federal prosecution of a number of klansmen
under thix section of the code {8 discussed in Chapter VIII.



THE PRESENT DAY KU KLUX KLAN MOVEMENT 5

Historians have suggested a combination of reasons for the eventual
decline of the Ku Klux Klan of the Reconstruction period: (1) growth
of public sentiment in the South against activities of masked terror-
ists; (2) State, and even more particularly Federal legislation, under
which martial law was dec]a.re(i and hundreds of alleged klansmen ar-
rested in one State; and (3) so-called changed historical conditions
which included the gradual restoration of segregation-oriented State
governments. The last factor was one of the bases for klan claims in
later years that the post-Civil War klan had achieved its objectives
and “saved the South” (or the entire “Nation” as modern klan leaders
prefer to put it.)

Knraurs oF Tiir Ku Kruox Kuan, 191544
]

In 1915 the klan was exhumed by “Colonel” William Joseph Sim-
mons, a hative of Alabama who had previously been engaged in solicit-
ing members for fraternal organizations for a fee,

The spirit of fraternalism was sp shrewdly exploited by the new
klan organization that millions of members were enrolled in almost
every State of the Union before it declined and eventually dissolved
in 1944,

As Simmons explained to the House Comimittee on Rules inquiring
into the revived klan, his decision to launch an organization known
as the Knights of the Ku Klux Klan was put into effect in October
1915 at & meeting (in Atlanta, Ga.) attended by 34 residents of the
State of Georgia. A charter signed by the secretary of state of
Georgia was issied in December, and another charter was granted by
the Superior Court of Fulton County, Ga., on July 1, 1916, for what
purported to be a purely benevolent and charitable operation.

After “resurrecting” the klan, Siminons admittedly proceeded to
“reconstruct” and “remodel” the organization,?

The organizational structure of the new Knights—involving an auto-
cratic hierarchy of officials on national, State, “province” and local
levels—was borrowed from the Reconstruction klan. “The govern-
ment of this order shall ever be military in character, especially in its
executive management and control,” asserted the constitution of Sim-
mons’ klan. Simmons’ authority as the imperial wizard, he told con-
gressional investigators, could be compnre({ with that of a general in
AN _Army.

_Simmons did, however, select new titles for most of the klan of-
ficialdom. He also prescribed rules for the functioning of the orga-
nization on its various levels and an elaborate ritual to be followed at
local klan meetings and initiations. These were published and pro-
tected by copyright. These rules and ritual, together with a lengthy
new oath swearing klansmen to obedience and secrecy, are being used
today with only minor modifications by such organizations as the
United Klans of America, Inc., and the National Knights of the Ku
Klux Klan, Inc?

The first klan organization of the 20th century vowed that it would
commemorate the “service” and “achievement” of the Ku Klux Klan of

.»The changes were reflected in "Constitution and Laws of the Knights of the Ku Klux
Ma"" (Incorpornted),” copyright 1021 by the Knights of the KKK, Inc., Atlnnta, Ga.

One of the exceptions is the White Knighta of the Ku Klux Klan of Mlssissipp!, whose
operatlions will be discussed 1n subsequent sections of this report.



6 THE PRESENT DAY KU KLUX KLAN MOVEMENT

the Reconstruction period and perpetuate its ideals. A booklet,
“Ideals of the Knights of the Ku Klux Klan,” spelled out the racial
ideals which were inherited : i

This Is a- White Man's organization, exalting the Caucasian Race and teaching
the doctrine of White Supremacy. * * * All of Christian Civilization depends
upon the preservation and upbuilding of the White Race * ¢ *.

Any effort to permit “blacks or any other color” to share in the
control of this “White Man’s Republic” would constitute “an invasion
of our sacred constitutional prerogatives and a violation of divinely
established laws,” the booklet further declared.

PATRIOTISM AND PROFIT

A number of additional objectives were introduced by the Simmons’
klan in an effort to broaden the klan’s appeal. Thus, the klan’s consti-
tion and laws listed as its No. 1 purpose the cultivation and promotion
of patriotism, Recruitin‘g literature issued by the organization in

- 1917 described the klan’s “paramount feature” as “active, pure patri-
otism,” and declared it was proud to carry on the traditions of its 19th
century forebears because the latter were “paragons of patriotism.”
Simmons gave secondary emphasis to the charity allegedly dispensed
by the klan; in third spot was its provision for “real fraternity” in
which “mystery and action” would be combined with “wholesome
mirth.” ¢

The so-called patriotism of the klan was allegedly expressed by its
uncompromising defense of “a pure Americanism, untrammeled by
alien influences.” Alien influences from which the Republic was to
he protected were expanded by the revived klan to include not only the
“inferior colored races” but. a‘sso the Roman Catholic, Jewish, and for-
eign-born minorities within the United States.

Another new feature of the Knights of the Ku Klux Klan was its
commercialism. Simmons advertised his Knights as an organization
“founded and operated by consecrated business brains.” His office of
imperial wizard was guaranteed revenue from a percentage of initia-
tion fees (klectokons); a monthly per capita tax on the membership
(imperial tax) ; and profits from the sale of robes and other re alia;
jewelry, stationery, etc. Initiation fees were described as “donations’
and not reportable as taxable income in the event anyone questioned
the right of the klan to tax exemption as a fraternal and charitable
organization. )

The services of professional publicists, Edward Young Clarke and
Elizabeth Tyler, in the period 1920-23 reputedly helped propel the

Kniﬁhts into a nationwide role. High-powered publicity represented

the klan as having an answer to botﬁ real and imaginary problems of
society, as teams of professional organizers fanned out into Northern
and Western States as well as the South. (Clarke’s organizing depart-
ment was rewarded with 80 percent of each $10 initiation fee.) Sim-
mons told the House Committee on Rules that within 16 months after

4 “The ABC of the Knights of the Ku Klux Klan,” leaflet copyrighted 1817 by W, J.
S8immons, Atlanta, Ga. The same three purposes—patriotism. benevolence and fraternity—
are listed in the same order of priority in recruiting literature currently being circulated
by the I%ut of the existing klan organizations, the United Klans of America, Inc. See
"An Introduction to the Knights of the Ku Klux Klan,” a leaflet with the imprint of the
United Klans of America, Inc., Suite 401, Alston Bldg., Tuscaloosa, Ala.
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he enlisted the services of Clarke and Tyler, klan membership in-
creased from 5,000 to almost 100,000. )

The House committee questioned the imperial wizard during 3
days of public hearings on the ku klux klan in October 1921. The com-
mittee lacked authority to administer oaths and its hearings predated
by several years the peak of klan strength in the United States. In
addition to hearing Members of Congress who had introduced resolu-
tions against the KKK, the committee received an account of investi-
gations conducted by staff members of the N.Y. World, and by a U.S.
postal inspector, and heard contradictory accounts of the klan pur-
poses from Imperial Wizard Simmons and one of his kleagles (or-

anizers) who had defected. Charges by the other witnesses that the
ﬁlan was making “millions” out of spreading racial and religious
hatred and being credited with acts of violence in many States were
blandly denied by the imperial wizard.

THE KLAN AS A NATIONAL OPERATION

By 1924, the Knights activity had extended to the four corners of
the Nation. States such as Maine, Oregon, and California housed
units of the hooded order, which attained an overall membership of
between 3 million and 5 million. While historians differ on total mem-
bership, they agree that the klan rolls were larger in certain Northern
States (Indiana and Ohio for example) than in any State south of
the Mason-Dixon line.

Activities of the Knights varied from State to State, and within
various counties of the same State. Murders committed by hooded
bands were reported in some areas in the early 1920's, while in other
areas the klan’s public image was confined to ceremonial parades and
rallies with the distinctive burning of a wooden cross, and intense
“politicking{” Dynamitings and bombings were also reported, but
the most common form of violence attributed to the modern klan was
kidnaping of persons who were then flogged and/or tarred and
feathered. \,

Although yictims did include Negroes attempting to register other
Negroes to \lote, historians have observed that many of the persons
singled out for punishment by the hooded order were men and women
of white Protestant stock allegedly guilt of violating some “moral”
law. Repeated incidents are cited of the flogging of persons because
they allegedly gambled, dealt in liquor, pedd%ed dope, or deserted a
spouse. .

Among the more “refined” forms of intimidation practiced by the
modern klan were boycotts of businesses owned by Catholics or Jews,
and campaigns to oust Roman Catholic public school teachers and per-
sons of Catholic or Jewish faiths holding elected positions, Mean-
while, klansmen entered politics and used the labels of both major
political parties to put klansmen in local sheriff and police depart-
ments, courts, and State legislatures. Klansmen allegedly served as
Governors in three States, as attorney general for another State, in
addition to obtaining seats in the U.S, Senate and House of Repre-
i(;,;é%sives before the klan’s fortunes declined in the last half of the

8.

In the mid-1920’s, a number of States had adopted antimask laws

in an effort to curb klan violence; one State also introduced laws mak-
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ing even threats by a masked person a felony, and requiring a regis-
tration of klan membership. Convictions for vigilante ac{ivity became
more frequent than acquittals in some areas. Meanwhile, klan leader-
ship was engaged in internal struggles over power and division of
rich financial rewards (Colonel Simmons himself had been ousted from
the wizardship by a Texan, Hiram Wesley Evans, in a power play
in November 1922). The publicity given to the venality and im-
morality of certain klan leaders was costly in terms of membership.
By 1928, the invisible empire was estimated to have shrunk to 200,000
or 300,000 members,

THE INTRODUCTION OF ANTICOMMUNISM

During the 1930’s the greatly reduced empire of the Knights of the
Ku Klux Klan picked up an additional alleged purpose—opposition
to communism, By June 1939, when James A, (olescott of Indiana
succeeded Evans in the office of imperial wizard, a “primary” aim of
the Knights was “mopping up the cesspools of communism in the
United States.”

In actuality, the Knights introduced a practice—continued by klans-
men to the present day—of exploiting American antipathy to a totali-
tarian system of government in order to advance the klan’s basic
objectives directed against certain American minority groups. This
conclusion is inescapable in view of the misdirection of much of
the klan’s fight against communism. Klan propagandists, for ex-
ample, issued warnings to the effect that Communists advocated racial
equality. The National Association for the Advancement of Colored
chn‘le, then conducting voter registration drives, was unjustly ac-
cused by the klan of being a Communist organization, and the public
was told to beware of the Congress of Industrial Organizations on the
grounds that the CIO was “teaching and practicing communism?” by
trying to place white workers on a level with the Negroes. Klan dis-
tortions and falsifications of Communist. problems can be understood
only in the context of the klan's avowed program of opposition to
registration of Negro voters, appointment of Negroes to “any official
capacity in connection with government affairs,” and other threats to
“white supremacy.”

Jews and aliens were also attacked on new grounds of alleged ties
with the Communist Party. Only Catholics were credited by the klan
with having their own conspiracy, independent of Moscow, to “capture
the Government of the United States,” and “destroy America.”

The Knights’ position was spelled out in its official publication, 7he
Fiery Cross, and other klan documents supplied to the Special Com-
mittee on Un-American Activities by Imperial Wizard Colescott dur-
ing a third congressional inquiry into the klan. ‘

Colescott appeared before the Special Committee on Un-American
Activities on January 26, 1942. The special committee had beén
receiving sporadic testimony regarding ku klux klan activities since
1938 when it included the klan in a broad investigation into “Nazi,
Fascist, and antiracial” organizations.* The testimony had been

$ The special commltteg had reported that, although only some of the antiracial organiza-
tions were tinged with Naz] or fascistic activity, they fell within the commitiee's purview
because advocacy of racial and religlous hatred was a8 "un-American’ as advocacy of class
hatred. (H. Rept. 2, Jan, 3, 1939, p. 10.}
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largely confined to alleged cooperation between klansmen and Nazi
elements in such arens as Los Angeles, Michigan, New York, and New
Jersey. A rally of the Knights held at the German-American Bund’s
Camp Nordland in New Jersey in August 1940—twhich put. klansmen
and pro-Nazis on the same speaker’s platform—drew principal atten-
tion in the committee’s hearings. Colescott subsequently disavowed
the rally which he had initially authorized. In defending his organi-
zation before the special House committee, Colescott produced klan
literature demonstrating that Nazism and fascism were among the
foreign “isms” officially opposed by the klan.,

During the 1930’s and early 1940’s the press had continued to report
cases of kidnapings and floggings by klansmen—although much more
“ sporadically than in the preceding decade. For example, a series of

approximately 30 floggings in the suburbs of Atlanta, C?a., culminated
in March 1940 in a fatal whipping and a grand jury investigation.
Nine klansmen were subsequently convicted on charges involving kid-
naping and flogging. Following a line taken by earlier Wizards
Forrest and Simmons, Colescott told the House investigating com-
mittee in 1942 that terrorism was contrary to klan principles. Klans-
men found guilty in the aforementioned Atlanta flogging case were
banished from the klan, Colescott maintained.

In view of the continuous terrorism practiced by members of klan
organizations, such disavowals of violent intentions on the part of
klan leaders are no more credible than Imperial Wizard Colescott’s
testimony that the Knights had “no fight with any minority group.”

Unwilling to divulge the exact strength of the klan, Colescott never-
theless admitted that by 1942 the Knights had “very few paid-up mem-
bers”; that{*  —ongest realm had shifted from the North to the State
- of Florida: anu that the national treasury had received less than
$10,000 in dues and initiation fees during the previous year. From hix
testimony, it was apparent that the invisible empire had dwindled to
less than 10,000 members by World War II.

The organization known as the Knights of the Ku Klux Klan, Inc.,
“officially” dissolved itself at an imperial klonvokation (national con-
vention) held in Atlanta, Ga., on April 23, 1944, after the U.S. Bureau
of Internal Revenue filed a lien for $685,305 in back taxes which the
Knights presumably should have paid during its days of greatest
financial success.

Locavizep KnanN PERATIONS, 1944--60

Klansmen were relatively quiescent throughout World War IT. Dr.
Samuel Green, an obstetrician who was head of the Atlanta klavern of
the Knights of the Ku Klux Klan until its formal dissolution in the
spring of 1944, had attempted to keep the klan alive as a “local”

roject. He assumed the title of grand dragon of an Association of
g‘reorgin Klans organized on May 21, 1944, It was not until October
1945, however, that his organization emerged into public view with
what was heralded as the first public cross-burning since Pear] Harbor.

Klan activity had been continued in Florida by a Miami unit. In
September 1944, a Ku Klux Klan of Florida, Inc., was chartered.

n September 1946, incorporation papers were filed by a new Ala-
bama organization known as the Federated Ku Klux Klans, Inc.
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When Dr. Green sought in the spring of 1946 to make use of the
Georgia charter of the old Knights of the Ku Klux Klan, the klan
leader was blocked by a charter revocation suit instituted by the State
of Georgia and by a lien for back taxes filed by the Internal Revenue
Bureau. Dr. Green thereupon proceeded to extend the operations of
his unchartered Association og Georgia Klans into the additional
States of Tennessee, the Carolinas, Alabama, and Florida.

The U.S. Department of Justice was already investigating the re-
vival of klan operations in seven States by the spring of 1946. In-
cluded were the States of California and New York, which shortly
thereafter revoked the klan charters in order to block further activity
in those areas.

Among complaints admitiedly under investigation by the Justice
Department were attempts by masked bands in Georgia to prevent
Negroes from voting. From California in 1946 had come reports of
the burning of a fiery cross in front of the store of a Catholic
merchant. In Tennessee, a Jewish proprietor closed up shop after an
intimidating klan cross-burning. In Georgia and Florida, complaints
were received that Negroes were beaten or threatened with violence for
engaging in union activity. Floggings of whites and Negroes by hood-
ed night riders, who frequently charged their victims with some alleged
“moral” offense, were reported periodically in the States of Georgia,
Tennessee, and Florida throughout the years 1946-49.°

The decade ended with almost. simultaneous outbursts of klan vio-
lence in four States. Violence in Florida during the spring and sum-
mer of 1949 included arson against both Negro and white homes, in
addition to the usual flogging. Klansmen in Tennessee at the same
time were reportedly responsible for a series of lashings, invasions of
churches, and armed intimidations. In northwest Georgia, in April, a
sheriff turned seven Negroes over to klansmen for flogging. Most
publicized of the klan outrages were a series of terroristic acts, includ-
ing kidnapings and floggings, which occurred in the counties around
Birmingham, Ala,, beginning ifi the spring of 1949. A subcommittee
of the House Judiciary Committee, conducting hearings on civil rights

roposals, interrogated several Birmingham area newsmen who had
interviewed men and women threatened with violence or beaten by
men in klan regalin. Most of these victims were white persons
charged by the klan with offenses such as nonsupport of family,
whiskey selling, etc.”

By mid-August 1949, a fatal heart attack had deprived the Associa-
tion of Georgia Klans of its grand dragon. The organization declined
rapidly thereafter, as new klans and leaders began emerging in various
States. A splinter Original Southern Klans, Inc., had been created in
southern Georgia in 1948. In 1949, Florida klan leader Bill-'Hendrix
introduced his Southern Knights of the Ku Klux Klan. A Knights
of the Ku Klux Klan was formed in Alabama that same year to com-
pete with the Federated KKK. It was the creation of an Association

% A Federal grand jury report of Mar. 25, 1953, to the fudzes of the U.8. Dirtrict Court
for the Southern District of Florida. Miaml Division, dererthed floggings which had heen
administered in central Florida by members of a “sadistlc and brutal ku klux klan." virtu-
ally every year since 1943, The jury sald it was reporting only those Incldents which were
admitted to by one or more klansmen. .

T Public hearings, SBubcommittee No. 3 of House Judiclary Committee, 81st Cong. 1at
sews., June 29, 1949,
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of Carolina Klans in 1949, however, that set the stage for the most
notable instance of klan terrorism in the early 1950’s.

The Association of Carolina Klans under Grand Dragon Thomas
Hamilton was credited with a 2-year wave of violence in North Caro-
lina and South Carolina beginning in 1950. The violence and the klan
itself were finally extinguished in 1952 when a number of klansmen
were convicted in Federal court on charges of crossing State lines for
kidnaping and flogging purposes and when the State of North Caro-
lina undertook mass prosecution of floggers. The grand dragon was
also jailed after pleading guilty to a State charge involving the beat-
ing of a Negro farm woman.

Reports from Florida and Georgia indicated that klansmen there
were also continuing to assault and flog during the early 1950’s. By
the time Hamilton was convicted in North Carolina, however, most, of
the klan organizations which had sprung up in the 1940’s were either
oxtinct, or dormant,? and relatively little activity was reported for the
next few years. The next resurgence of the night-riding fraternity—
generally attributed to the U.S. Supreme Court’s decision of May
17, 1954, on public school segregation—was destined to be directed
by a new array of wizards and dragons and a new set of klan
-organizations.

THB KLAN UPSURGE AFTER 19654

The most successful klan operation of the late 1950’s was master-
minded by a paint sprayer employed in an Atlanta auto factory, Eldon
Tee Edwards.

Edwards actually quietly organized his klan in ‘1953. In Se{)-
tember of that year, he published and copyrighted a slightly
revised version of klan ritual which had been written by Simmons
for the old Knights of the Ku Klux Klan. Edwards then used.
the organizational title, U.S. Klans of Georgia, Knights of the
Ku Klux Klan. It was not until the autumn of 1954, however, that
Edwards began openly recruiting through the usual public rallies and
cross burnings. His organizers were soon spreading out into such
States as Alabama, Tennessee, South Carolina, and Texas.

Exploiting the Supreme Court decision of May 1954, Edwards pro-
claimed that the “white supremacy” objectives of his klan included
“maintaining segregated schools at any and all cost.” His printing
presses ground out the traditional “hate” literature not only against
Negroes but also against Jews, Catholics, and “foreigners.”

On October 24, 1955, Edwards obtained a charter from the State
of Georgia to do business as an alleged “social and charitable” enter-’
prise. Reflecting his proclaimed conviction that times were ripe for
a national klan, the title of the incorporated organization was altered
to U.S. Klans, Knights of the Ku Klux Klan, Inc.

This committee found no evidence that the U.S. Klans actually
managed to organize branches in more than nine States. Early or-
ganizational efferts in Georgia, Alabama, South Carolina, Tennessee,
and Texas were later supplemented by forays into Florida, North
Carolina, Louisiana and Arkansas. Evidence that these efforts were at

8 An exception was the Assoclation of Florlda Ku Klux Klan, which was organized by
Willlam J. Griffin, of Tampa, in July 1853 and was disbanded by him in August 19065.

08-436 0—88—-2
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least financially rewarding was provided by Imperial Wizard Ed-
wards’ announcement in November 1958 that land had been purchased
in Atlanta for the erection of an “imperial palace” for the U.S. Klans.

More than a score of smaller klans emerged in the late fifties to
compete with the U.S. Klans in exploiting issues and fears raised by
the decision of the Supreme Court. Many of the groups had splin-
tered off from the larger organization led by Edwards. William
Hendrix, Florida wizard, who had revived his Southern Knights of
the Ku Klux Klan at this time, described klan operations in the 1950’
as “a conglomeration of different organizations breaking up, going
together, and not getting along.”®

Among the independent. klans competing with the Florida branch
of the U.S, Klans—in addition to Hengrix’s Knights—was the Florida
Ku Klux Klan, which had been organized in 1955. In Louisiana, a
Knightsof the Ku Klux Klan was incorporated in 1956. Several years
later an Original Ku Klux Klan under Imperial Wizard Roy E. Davis
of Dallag, Texas, was recruiting in Texas and neighboring Arkansas.
Texas was also the headquarters for an Aryan Knights of the Ku Klux
Klan, while Arkansas produced such x\:l}('lit.ional local orders as the
Associntion of Arkansas Klans,

In Alabama, segments of the U.S. Klans withdrew in the fall of
1956 to form a Gulf Ku Klux Klan and a Ku Klux Klan of the Con-
federncy. They were displaced the following year by the Knights of
the Ku Klux Klan of the Confederacy, the Association of Alabama
Knights of the Ku Klux Klan, and the Alabama Ku Klux Klan, Inc.
In 1959, Williamn Hugh Morris revived his Federated Ku Klux Klans,
which had units in (§eorgia as well as in Alabama. The Association
of Alabama Knights established klaverns in the State of Mississippi,
which in 1957 broke away to form an Independent Mississippi Klan.

The Association of South Carolina Klans was orgnnize(F in the
autumn of 19565. During the next few years additional organizations
emerged in South Carolinan under such titles as South Carolina
Knights of the Ku Klux Klan, Inc; National Ku Klux Klan; Inde-
F(emdent Knights of the Ku Klux Klan; and Palmetto Knights of the

u Klux Klan. To the north, Edwards’ organization faced the rival
North Carolina Knights of the Ku Klux Klan, created in 1956, and
the National Christian Knights of the Ku Klux Klan, formed in
North Carolina the following year. Chattanooga, Tenn., was the
home of the Dixie Klans, Knights of the Ku Klux Klan, which had
been organized by former members of a Chattanooga klavern of the
U.S. Klans and received incorporation papers in October 1957. The
Dixie Klans organized in Georgin and Alabama, as well as in
Tennessee.

J. B. STONER, THE KLANS AND THE NATIONAL STATES RIGHTS PARTY -

A Georgian reared in Tennessee was responsible for the most pub-
licized, albeit least successful, challenge to Edwards’ dominating role
in klan affairs of the late fifties. Jesse Benjamin (J, B.) Stoner had
been a klan organizer (kleagle) in Tennessee during the 1940’s. He
was also the founder in 1945 of the Stoner Anti-Jewish Party, later

* Willlam Hendrix testified Juvly 28, 1965, in an executive hearing of this committee.
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known as the Christian Anti-Jewish Party. Stoner’s extreme anti-
Semitism—typified by his public adyocacy of physical annihilation
of “non-Christian Jews”—had led to his expulsion from the Associ-
ated Klans of America in January 1950,

In the summer of 1959, Stoner assumed the role of imperial wizard
of a new Christian Knights of the Ku Klux Klan, with headquarters
in Louisville, Ky. Within a few months, Stoner was publicly accus-
ing the U.S. Klans of being a “Jew-dominated organization.” Im-
perial Wizard Edwards retaliated by claiming to possess evidence that
the Christian Knights advocated violence. During the following
year, Stoner moved his headquarters to Atlanta, but his efforts: from
Edwards’ stronghold fared so poorly that the Christian Knights was
reduced to a paper organization in 1961.

Since 1959, Imperial Wizard Stoner had been contributing his
talents to another extremist organization where his efforts were to

rove more rewarding. This was the National States Rights Party,
in which Stoner was officially installed as national vice chairman in
1964, in addition to being selected as the party’s vice-presidential
candidate in the national elections of that year,

The National States Rights Party was organized in 1958 as an
avowed “white racist political party.” Unlike most klans, it admitted
Catholic and foreign-born members provided they accepted the Na-
tional States Rights Party program which called for shipping all
Negroes to Africa and deporting all Jews to an “isolated island.”
The National States Rights Party has gained considerable notoriety
in recent years as a forum for inflammatory speeches against.
Negroes.?® A former klansman who was also active in the National
States Rights Party shortly after its formation reported that the party
attracted members apparently obsessed with hatred for Jews and that
synagogues were among the targets of possible acts of violence dis-
cussed at secret National States Rights Party conclaves,

A dominant figure in the National States Rights Party is a chiro-
practor, Dr. Edward R. Fields, who presently holds the title of direc-
tor. Originally headquartered in Jeflersonville, Ind., the organization
moved its national office to Birmingham, Ala., in 1960. A third move,
to Augusta, Ga., in the summer of 1965, found the National States
Rights Party operating out of “joint offices” with J. B. Stoner, then
billed as the National gtates Rights Party general counsel. The Na-
tional States Rights Party’s organizing drives have extended as far
as California and Oregon in the West and New York State in the
Northeast. '

This committee’s investigations into ku klux klan organizations re-
vealed that the National States Rights Party has had both a cooper-
ative and competitive relationship with the klans, The committee has
received testimony regarding surreptitious efforts by the National
States Rights Party soon after its formation to infiltrate and take over
klan umits. Nevertheless, officers and members of klan organizations
often simultaneously hold office or membership in the National States

10 At an NSRP rally in Anniston, Ala., Oct. 20, 1964, J. B. Stoner’s appeal to white persons
to 10 into the streets and counter civil rights demonstrations was spiced with such remarks
l’l nst the Neg{o as '‘the only gocd ones are dead ones.” The *kill the Negro" refrain
ghl:nOtx:)"t speaker on the NSRP circuit, Connie Lynch, is described in another section of
report,
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Rights Party without apparent conflict.!* Joint klan-National States
Rights Party rallies and an exchange of speakers have long been com-
monplace. )Fhe National States Rights ﬁarty’s public position with
respect to klans was presented by Director Fields at a United Klans
rally in Anniston, Ala., May 9, 1985. “We look forward to even

reater rallies and future cooperation with our fellow white fighters
m the ku klux klan,” Fields declared from the speaker’s podinm.
Fields then marched in a klan parade which followed the rally and
for which the Fields’ organization had supplied parade signs and
Confederate flags.

TERRORISM WITIH INCREASING RELIANCE ON DYNAMITE

Numerous acts of violence involving racial issues occurred in various
States of the South in the late 1950’s. Klansmen participated in the
terrorism, but it would be unreasonable to blame all or even most of
the reprehensible deeds on members of the hooded fraternities, Diffi-
culties in detecting, much less prosecuting, those responsible.have fore-
stalled any accurate nssessment of the klan role in this violence.

Problems of detection have been aggravated by the increasing use of
dynamite as an instrument of terror during this decade. A Federal
grand jury which investigated bombings of a Negro housing project
and the bomb deaths of NAACP leader Harry T. Moore and his wife
in Florida in 1951 failed to identify the culprits, but had much to say
against the growing use of explosives, which were easily acquired, and
“destroy clues along with life and property.”

This committee has received information indicating klan involve-
ment in the violence that erupted in Montgomery, Ala., after a year-
long Negro bus boycott and a round of court decisions culminated in
the desegregation of the city’s buses in December 1956. Violence had
taken the form of beatings and sniﬁer fire into buses in December.
During the following month, four Negro Baptist churches and the
homes of three bus %oycott leaders were bombed. Members of the
U.S. Klans were among those subsequently charged with complicity in
the bombings. After two defendants were acquitted by a jury, how-
ever, the State dismissed charges against the remaining defendants.

The U.S. Klans imperial wizard had consistently proclaimed his
klan to be a law-abiding organization. There is evidence that his posi-
tion served as a restraint within certain realms under his command.
There is also substantiation for Edwards’ charge that certain acts of
violence were the work of some of the many splinter klans operating

1 King Kleagles Willlam Hoff and Frank Rotella, Jr,, headed United Klans operations
in New York and New Jersey respectively late in 1965, Each concurrenfly served asx
director of the NSRP in his 8tate. Eloise Witte, “empress'’ of the National Knlghts of the
Ku Klux Klan of Ohlo In 1965, at the same time presided over the Cincinnati chapter of the
NSRP. In Jacksonville, Fla., during the sane year, Willle Eugene Wilson had the dual role
of pxalted cyclops of a klavern of the United Florida Ku Klux Klan and director of the
Duval County organization of NSRP,

Other individuals nctive in both the klan and NSRP settled for leadership functions in
one of the organizationa. In contrast to J. B, Stoner who abandoned n kian wlzardship for
national NSRP ofice. Roy E. Frankhouser gradunted from an organizer in the NSRP to
the grand dragon of the Pennsylvania Realm of the United Klans, Prior to his elevation
to kleagle and then natfonal **kladd’ (conductor) of tha United Kians during 1964, Robert
B. Hudgins had been attending nattonal meetings of the NSRP, Hudgins back in 1868 hail
hgenxtﬁa!gdnted with both the NSRP and a klan known as the North Carolina Knights of
the '

The committee interrogated in public hearings the atorementioned Eloire Witte, Willle
Eng:ne Wiison, J, B, Stoner, Roy -Frankhouser, and Robert Hudgins, With the exception
of Mrs, Witte, these witneases uniformly responded to questions by invoking the fifth and
other constitutional amendments.
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in the same period. The dynamiting of a home in North Carolina in
1959, for example, was the work of a splinter from the U.S. Klans,
according to evidence obtained by the.committee. The perpetrators of
this crime—who in this instance received prison sentences—were mem-
bers of the Chessmen, an organization active in the Carolinas in the
late fifties. The black shirts and masks sported by these klansmen
earned them the nickname, Black Shirts. The attempted dynamiting
of a Negro school near Charlotte, N.C., in February 1958 resulited in
prison sentences for the grand wizard of the National Christian
Knights of the Ku Klux Klan and two of hishenchmen.”

One of the most brutal displays of violence of the decade was car-
ried out by members of a splinter from the Alabama section of the
U.S. Klans, operating as the Ku Klux Klan of the Confederacy. A
Birmingham Negro was abducted in September 1957 and sexually
mutilated in a klan headquarters ceremony aimed at testing the
mettle of one of the klansmen. Six Confederate Knights were subse-
quently tried and convicted in this case.

Among floggings reported in this period was one administered in
October 1956 by a mob led by members of the Florida Ku Klux Klan.
The mob had raided a Wildwood, Fla., jail in order to “punish” a
Negro who had requested confinement for his own protection. In
December of the same year, members of a Camden, S.C,, klan group
which had split off from the Association of South Carolina Klans were
involved in the flogging of a local high school teacher for alleged pro-
integrationist remarks. Seven months later, the exalted cyclops of a
Greenville, S.C., klavern of the Association of South Carolina Klans
was part of a contingent. of klansmen which flogged a local Negro who
had Eeen caring for several white youngsters‘wﬁile the father visited
the mother in a city hospidal. Prison sentences were meted out to the
exalted cyclops and several of his colleagues in the last-named incident.

Klansmen continued to burn crosses before homes, schools, and
churches from North Carolina to Alabama to register the klan’s dis-
approval on issues involving race and personal morality. An ap-
parent’ innovation in klan terror tactics was observed in Rxchﬁelq,
N.C., in the spring of 1959. Members of the Chessmen registered their
objection to the hiring of Negroes at a sawmill by putting sand and
sugar in the gas tank of an expensive engine at the mill.

KransMEN REGroUP FOorR A NEw OFFENSIVE IN THE 1960’s

There had been a marked decrease in klan activity—overt and
covert—as the decade of the fifties drew to a close. However, the
spread of civil rights demonstrations, such as the lunch counter “sit-
ins” of 1960 and the “freedom” bus rides of 1961 throughout the South,
provided a stimulus for another klan resurgence,

This latest klan offensive is being conducted for the most part by
a néw array of klan organizations. Of the more than a score of klans
organized during the late fifties, approximately eight continued ac-
tive as late as 1961 and only half of the eight functioned at the time
of this committee’s investigations and hearings into klan activity in
1965. They are the U.S, Klans, the Association of South Carolina

12 The hombing of an Aflanta synagngue in October 1858 hrought membhers of the newly
formed Natlonal States Rights Party before the courts, but the defendants were acquitted
on grounds of insufficlent evidence.
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Klans, the Dixie Knights, and the Association of Arkansas Klans,
whose current, severely circumscribed operations will be discussed in
the following chapter.

A reorganization within the invisible empire had been precipitated
by the death in August 1960 of the imperial wizard of the U.S. Klans.
A special convention of what was then the largest and oldest klan
selected Georgin Grand Dragon Robert L. “Wild Bill” Davidson to
succeed the late Imperial Wizard Eldon Edwards. Edwards’ widow
had backed the runner-up in the election and would not accept defeat.
During the internal wrangling which followed, Mrs. Edwards’ de-
feated candidate, Rev. E, E. George, circulated complaints that David-
son was not providing sufficient financial compensation to Mrs, Ed-
wards. The Davidson camp, which included the new Georgia Grand
Dragon Calvin Craig, responded that the klan treasury was empty
when Davidson took over and that Edwards and his widow had used
the U.S. Klans for personal gain. The Davidson group cited as evi-
donce Mrs. Edwards’ resort to legal action which resulted in a court
declaration that approximately $40,000 in klan real estate, as well as
the copyrighted Kloran (book of klan ritual) and klan constitution,
belonged to Edwards’ personal estate.

At a klan rally in an Atlanta hotel in November 1960, Imperial
Wizard Davidson boldly declared that klansmen would use buck-
shot if necessary to fight integration. Davidson was unable to en-
dure the battle then raging within his own klan organization, how-
ever, His resignation was announced in February 1961, and the
Reverend George promptly assumed the title of imperial wizard.

George’s victory was a hollow one. The death of Edwards and the
ensuing dissension had prepared most of the membership of the U.S.
Klans to follow other leaders in newer and more dynamic klan
organizations.



CHAPTER II. ORGANIZATIONS COMPRISING THE
MODERN KLAN MOVEMENT

The fluidity which has characterized the klan moverent since the
breakup of Simmons’ monolithic invisible empire in 1944 has contin-
ued to the present day.

During the reign of Simmons and his successors, to be a klansman
meant membership in the Knights of the Ku Klux Klan. Today a
klansman may be enrolled in any one of more than 15 different klan
organizations in the United States.

The constant organization and disbandment of klans could still be ob-
served during 1966. Although all such groups cling to similar white
supremacist. objectives, no one klan leader has emerged since 1944 with
the ability to bring all klansmen together in a single organization. A
number of reasons may be advanced for this multiplicity of klans.

Klan leaders scem to he in perpetual disagreement over the disposi-
tion of funds which begin flowing into klan coffers with the collection
of the klansman’s initiation fee. The rivalry among present-day klan
leaders for their “fair share” of the financial rewards aceruing from
klan operations was demonstrated in the testimony and documenta-
tion introduced during the committee’s public hearings on ku klux
klan organizations in the winter of 1965-66. .

An equally important. factor in the splintering of klans has been
the aspirations for power and authority on the part of erstwhile klan
leaders. Disputes over the privilege of commanding a hierarchy of
lower officers and an army of rank-and-file klansmen have proved
irreconcilable.

When klan leaders publicly insist that their own organization is the
only true descendant of the Simmons’ klan and argue with other klan
officers over “territorial” jurisdiction, it is apparent that they are at-
tempting to disguise more basic differences involving money, power,
or a third common cause of dissension—the tactical line to be taken
by a klan in exploiting current issues.

The history of the movement since 1944 shows that klan groups
have little disagreement over the issues they exploit for their own
growth and enrichment. Judical edicts and "legislative enactments
promoting constitutional rights, as well as the activities of private

roups and individuals with similar objectives, have been seized upon
%y klan leaders as “issues” on which to campaign and grow. Klan
resurgence as a reaction to the Supreme Court decision in 1954 on the
subject of public school segregation has already been noted. Ten
years later, klan leaders were similarly exploiting and thriving on 1s-
sues arising from the passage of the Civil Rights Act of 1964.

Contributing to continued divisions within the klan movement, how-
ever, was the failure of klan leaders to agree on a common course of
action in response to klan-selected issues. The determination of
courses of actlon inevitably involved decisions with respect to the de-

17
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gree of militancy a klan group should display in its public or covert
activity.

At the conclusion of the committee’s public hearings on klan or-
ranizations in February 1966, 15 independent klans were in existénce.
‘hey possessed in common certain ritualistic ceremonies, robes, and
varintions on the oath and constitution of the Simmons’ Knights of
the Ku Klux Klan. But they operated under separate sets of leaders
and exhibited different degrees of militancy in their modus operandi.

They also varied greatly insize and influence.

All but two of the 15 organizations have been active less than 10
years. The two exceptions—the 11.S. Klans and Association of South
Carolina Klans—have dwindled to relatively minor positions in the
klan movement.

The 15 klans active in the United States early in 1966 were—

Association of Arkansas Klans;

Associntion of Georgia Klans;

Association of South Carolina Klans;

Dixie Klans, Knights of the Ku Klux Klan, Inc.;

Improved Order of the U.S. Klans, Knights of the Ku Klux
Klan, Inc.;

Knights of the Ku Klux Klan gFlorida) ;

Militant Knights of the Ku Klux Klan (Florida);

Mississippi Ignight.s of the Ku Klux Klan;

National Knights of the Ku Klux Klan, Inc.;

Original Knights of the Ku Klux Klan (Louisiana);

U.S. Klans, Knights of the Ku Klux Klan, Inc.;

United Florida Ku Klux Klan;

United Klans of America, Knights of the Ku Klux Klan, Inc.;

United Knights of the Ku Klux Klan (Florida); and the

White Knights of the Ku Klux Klan (Mississippi).

It should be noted that, after the close of the committee’s public
hearings in February 1966, three separate groups splintered away
from the United Klans of America and began operating as independ-
ent klans, while the aforementioned Mississippi Knights of the
Ku Klux Klan for all practical purposes ceased to exist upon the
death of its founder and leader.

The newest klans are— .

(1) The Knights of the Green Forest, a small, militant grogp
of ex-members of the United Klans of America’s Realm of Mis-
sissippi who left that organization allegedly because of financial
irregularities on the part of United Klans leaders in that State.

(2) The Maryland Knights of the Ku Klux Klan, also known
as the Interstate Knights of the Ku Klux Klan, organized mainly
through the efforts of Xavier Edwards, a former kleagle (or-
ganizer) for the United Klans of America in Maryland, Ed-
wards’ group left the parent organization when certain leaders of
the Maryland Realm of the United Klans criticized Edwards for
open association with and recruitment of members of the Ameri-
can Nazi Party into the Maryland klan.

(3) The Universal Klans of America, also referred to as The
South, led by the United Klans former grand dragon for Touisi-
ana, Jack }gelm, and principally composed of former southern
provinces of the Louisiana Realm of the United Klans.
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This chapter will briefly examine each of the 15 klans in existence
in February 1966 with respect to their formation, location, leader-
ship, and the geographical distribution of the klaverns in which rank-
and-file members meet. The committee also offers membership fig-
ures which it emphasizes are only estimates. They represent the com-
mittee’s best judgment of active and continuing klan membership,
without reference to the klans’ own inflated membership claims.

In arriving at membership estimates, the committee relied chiefl
on field investigators’ reports and analyses of bank records. With
respect to the lntter source of information, the committee would like
to observe that, from the very beginning of its investigation, it had
subpenaed records of bank accounts maintained by klan organiza-
tions on National, State, and klavern levels. From these sources.
the committee continued to obtain information even after the close
of its public investigative hearings in February 1966. These records.
which included microfilmed copies of debit and credit items, enabled
the investigative staff to identify many of the klan leaders as well
as sources of income and recipients of funds.

For example, the committee determined that the main bank account
of the United Klans of America was maintained in Tuscaloosa, Ala.,
under the cover name, “Alabama Rescue Service.” The records of this
acconnt reflected, among other things, per capita dues of 50 cents a
month from local klaverns to national klan headquarters.! .

Checks and money orders passing through such accounts in many in-
stances identified not only officers of a klavern but also the official name
and number of the klavern and the cover name behind which it sought
to conceal its activity. In this sense, the bank records were an invalu-
able supplement to reports from investigators conducting on-the-spot
investigations. Payments of per capita taxes by local klaverns were
useful in supplementing investigative information regarding klavern
membership. It was also possible to observe fluctuations in rank-and-
file membership within a given State by the study of these records.

A total of 714 klaverns (local units of a klan) were found to be oper-
ative within the period 1964-1966. The figure includes 56 ladies
auxiliaries, which were affiliated with the United Klans of America
and located for the most part in the State of North Carolina. The
committes estimates that a total of 16,810 individuals belonged to
various klan organizations early in 1967, excluding ladies auxiliarigs.
Tabulations indicating the klan affiliation and geographical distribu-
tion of these klaverns and klansmen appear on pages 145-163 of this

chapter.

Igan membership fluctuntes according to the issues of the day as
well as the seasons of the year. Membership swings up in the sum-
mer and down in the winter. The ficure of 16,810 is nevertheless be-
lieved to be accurate as of January 1967, based on the klaverns which
the committee has been able to identify. The committee does not as-
sume that it has succeeded in identifying all local units of every exist-
ing klan organization, but its errors of omission are estimated to be
less than 10 percent. In issning such figures, the committee has at-
tempted to provide an approximate idea of the strength and scope of
organized klan activity in the United States in recent years.

1The tax was increased from 25 cents to 50 cents in September 1984, although it wus
not effective nationally until May 1985.



20 THE PRESENT DAY KU KLUX KLAN MOVEMENT

U.S. Krans, Knionrs or e Ku Krux Kuawn, Inc.

The U.S. Klans, Knights of the Ku Klux Klan, Inc., continued to
operate in 1966, even though this once powerful organization was re-
duced to a single klavern with a steadily dwindling membership.

Tts headquarters is located at 11215 Harvard Avenue in College
Park, Ga., not far from Atlanta. It utilizes post office box 253 in Col-
lege Park for mailing purposes.? -

The preeminent role enjoyed by the U.S. Klans in the 1950’s until the
death of its imperial wizard, Eldon I.. Edwards, in August 1960, has
heen described in the preceding chapter.* The internal wrangling
which broke out after the death of Edwardsled to the splintering away
of most of the U.S. Klans original membership. Actually, however,
the first cracks in the U.S. Klans empire had appeared whi%o, Edwards
was still in command.

When Jack and Harry Brown, leaders of the U.S. Klans in Ten-
nessee, were expelled from the organization in 1957, they proceeded to
organize the Dixie Klans, Knights of the {u Klux Klan. They took
with them several whole klaverns in the Chattanooga area, several in
northwestern Georgia, and several in the area of Anniston, Ala.  Also
in 1957, Fdwards was having trouble with his grand dragon in Ala-
bama, Robert M. Shelton, who today is the imperial wizard of the
United Klans of America. Edwards found it necessary to replace
Shelton as grand dragon after a dispute over the manner in which
Shelton was reporting funds from the Alabama Realm. Shelton was
reinstated, only to be dismissed once again by Edwards. Shelton re-
taliated this time by taking out incorporation papers in May of 1960
for a new organization known as the Alabama Knights of the Ku Klux
Klan. Shelton took most of the Alabama membership of the T.S.
Klans into this new klan.

As previously noted, Robert “Wild Bill” Davidson was elected as
Eldon Edwards’ successor later in 1960, in spite of efforts by Edwards’
widow to install I&. E. George in the imperial wizardship. The con-
tinued internal dissension led to the announcement by Davidson and
his Georgin Grand Dragon, Calvin Craig, on February 18, 1961, that
they were resigning from the U1.S. Klans. On February 21, a new
organization known as the Invisible Empire, United Klans, Knights
of the Ku Klux Klan of America, Inc,, was formed by the Davidson-
Craig faction. A large portion of the membership of the Georgia
Realm of the 11.S. Klans went over to the new organization.

. E. George succeeded Davidson as imperial wizard of the T.S,
Klans and remained in that position until October 1963, when the
U.S. Klans suffered another major split in its ranks.

On October 26, 1963, Imperial Wizard George received notification
that . J. Jones, exalted cyclops of Klavern 297 in College Park, Ga.,
had called a klonvokation at which Jones was elected to the im-
perial wizardship of the U.S. Klans. Charges within the klan that
George had misused klan funds and had failed to promote the inter-
ests of the organization, allegedly prompted this action.

?The U.8. Klans petition for a charter, granted by the Stnte of Georgia on Oct, 24, 1955,
18 reproduced as an exhibit on . 174 of the appendix to this report. The original incorpo-
rotors were Eldon L. Edwards, the late M. Wesley Morgan, and William A. Danlel, Sr., more
rec'ﬂélet.}y n nl\;l‘nber and official of the United Kinna of America in the State of Georgla.

PP, .
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Following this notification, George and his followers in the U.S.
Klans left the organization and formed a new klan known as the
}mproved Order of the U.S. Klans, Knights of the Ku Klux Klan,

nc.

All of the then existing klaverns of the U.S. Klans, with the excep-
tion of Klavern 297 in College Park, Ga., followed George into his
new organization.

Since that time the entire U.S. Klans has consisted of that single
klavern.. The membership was approximately 50 as of January 1967
and still dwindling.

Finances are small and meetings are held at irregular intervals.
Committee investigation established, nevertheless, that certain mem-
bers of th: U.S. Klans attended demolition and guerrilla warfare-
type training sponsored by another klan organization on October 17,
1964, at Stockbridge, Ga.

The U.S. Klans has on several occasions sent representatives to
meet with the National Association of Ku Klux Klan, headed by
James R, Venable. It should be noted that no current members or
officers of the U.S. Klans were subpenaed as witnesses in the commit-
tee’s recent hearings on klan organizations.

Unitep Krnans or Aderica, KNieuts or T118 Ku Krox Kraw, Inc.

The origin of this presently most powerful of klan organizations
as a splinter from the U.S. Klans has already been noted. When
Imperial Wizard Robert “Wild Bill” Davidson and Georgia Grand
Dragon Calvin F. Craig resigned from the U.S. Klans in February
1961, they were almost immediately heralded as holding the same
exalted offices in a new klan.

The Superior Court of Fulton County, Ga., on February 21, 1961,
issued a charter to the new organization in the name of the Invisible
Empire, United Klans, Knights of the Ku Klux Klan of America,
Ine Although the organization is commonly known as the United
Klans of America, Knights of the Ku Klux Klan, Inc. (UKA), the
name as it appeared on the charter has never been officially changed.
The annual registration statement filed by the klan with the State
of Georgia in November 1964 uses the title in the charter.

The original incorporators of the UKA were Robert Day, George
Sligh, William A Daniel, Sr., and M, Wesley Morgan, all ex-mem-
bers of the U.S. Klans in Georgia.

Membership in this new organization was immediately bolstered by
a mass defection, within the State of Georgia, from the U.S, Klans.
Whole klaverns, not only in the Atlanta area where the klan had the
strongest concentration of membership at that time but also in outlying
areas in Georgia, simply changed their designation from U.S. Klans
to UKA.

Davidson remained as imperial wizard until approximately April
1,1961. He allegedly left the organization because of some disagree-
ment over JKA participation in klan demonstrations against integra-
tion of the State university at Athens, Ga.

UKA membership was confined to Georgia in the spring of 1961
and its headquarters was located in Atlanta. There were indica-
tions that negotiations were then being conducted between the Georgia

- 4« Reproduced on p. 177 of the appendix,
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organization and the Alabama Knights of the Ku Klux Klan headed

by Robert Shelton to merge the two organizations. It should be re-

called that Shelton, prior to incorporating the Alabama Knights, had

served as ﬁrund dragon for the Alabama Realm of U.S, Klans., His.
dismjissal by Eldon Edwards not only involved Shelton’s failure to

report klan funds but also his failure to control the increased violence

of thg Alabama contingent of the U.S, Klans.

A neeting in Indian Springs, Ga., on July 8, 1961, brought together
Sheltgn and other representatives of the Alabama Knights, Craig and
ather pfficials of the Georgia-based UKA, and a smattering of officials
from jvarious splinter klan groups in other sections of the South. It
was ggreed at this conference to merge the Alabama Knights with
the JKA. A small number of klansmen from South Carolina, North
Carofina, and other Southern States also entered the UKA as a 1esult
of tlfis meeting. Robert Shelton emerged as the new imperial wizard
of the United Klans of America and Calvin Craig remained grand
dragon for Georgia.

Krom that duy, this organization gradually expanded into the larg-
est aind most. powerful klan in existence in the United States.

Jsing a \v‘\ite supremacy slogan and exploiting sentiment against
infegration, civil rights measures, and increasing drives for Negro

wlity, the United%{lnns of America established State organizations
the following 19 States:

eorgia Mississippi Pennsylvania
labama Louisiana New York

$outh Carolina Texas New Jersey
orth Carolina Arkansas Indiana
irginia Maryland Wisconsin

Florida Ohio

Tennessee Delaware

Committee investigation established that the bulk of UKA member-
ship and activity is confined to the States which comprised the old
Confederncy. Those realms outside this region have remained small
in size and relatively ineffective. There is also evidence that some
members have been recruited by the UK A in other Northern und West-
ern States not officially designated as realms. Michigan is an example °

UKA membership climbed steadily after July 1961, except for a
brief decline from October 1965 to March 1966, due mainly to public
hearings into ku klux klan activity by this committee. Since that
time, however, there has been a substantial increase in UKA member-
ship. It may be attributed for the most part to increased organiza-
tional activity, especially in North Carolina and Virginia where the
growth rate i3 disturbingly great, and to strong reaction to riots and
racial unrest which the klan leadership has been most adept at exploit-
ing for its own ends in various sections of the South.

INTERNAL ORGANIZATION

From July 8, 1961, until the conclusion of the committee’s hearings
in February 1966, the headquarters of the UKA was located at 401
Alston Building, Tuscaloosa, Ala. Thereafter, the headquarters was

Ml‘ lBﬂee p. 38 of thls chapter for further reference to recrultment by the Unlted Klans In
chigan,
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transferred to Shelton’s residence in Tuscaloosa. All realm (State)
headquarters and other klan subdivisions are governed by the imperial
wizard (national chairman or president) from this location.

The United Klans of America, like most of the other presently
operating klans, has an organizational structure modeled in most re-
spects upon the Knights of the Ku Klux Klan formed by William
Simmons in 1915. .

The “invisible empire” of the UKA is geographically coextensive
with the United States—although the UKA by no means is in opera-
tion in every State, A realm, largest subdivision of the invisible em-
pire, consists of a State. A “province,” into which realms are sub-
divided, consists of a congressional district within a State. A klanton
embraces the jurisdiction of a klavern, which is the local chapter and
smallest unit of the invisible empire.®

At the top of the hierarchy of officials in the invisible empire is the
imperial wizard, who is assisted by a cabinet (kloncilium) of 15 im-
perial officers known as genii. The UKA constitution recognizes the
supremacy of the imperial wizard only in administrative matters. The
genii and biennial conventions known as klonvokations are supposed to
have a role in governing the order. In practice, the imperial wizard
exercises absolute power. His edicts are followed without deviation in
all echelons of the invisible empire. Although the constitution pro-
vides for a regular convening of klonvokations, none has been held
since 1964 because the imperial wizard has not seen fit to summon such
a meeting.

A Kkleagle or organizer is an appointed official whose duty is to re-
cruit members on a regional basis. He is appointed hy the imperial
wizard who by virtue of office also holds the title of supreme kleagle.

A realm is commanded by a grand dragon and a cabinet of nine hy-
dras, A province is headed by a great titan with the assistance of
seven furies,

Each local klavern is headed by an exalted cyclops as chief officer,
aided by 12 terrors. These terrors are "—

klaliff (vice president) ;

klokard (lecturer or teacher) ;

kludd (chaplain) ;

kligrapp (secretary) ;

klabee (treasurer) ;

kladd (conductor) ;

klarogo (inner guard) ;

klexter (outer guard) ;

klokan (investigator), who serves on the klokann committee
(a three-man board of investigators and auditors) ;

night hawk (custodian of the fiery cross, which he carries in all
ceremonies and public exhibitions, and custodian of applicants im-
mediately prior to their initiation).

¢ Some of Simmons’ nomenclature has become outmoded. For example, he had designated
a local unit as bein‘f a klan and Its meeting place as a klavern. These designations atill
appear in the UKA constitution, even though klansmen today generally refer to the
rmallest subdivislon of thelr organization as a klavern. The constitutions of the White
g{:'gmsthl‘n Mlasltsalppl and the Original Knights in Loulsiana reflect the modern usage.

8 report,

"' The nomenclnture for the officers asslsting the exalted cyclops s also used for officials
nsxinﬂnf the {mperisl wizard. To dlstln{;ulsh them from klavern officers, Imperial Is added
to the title; e.g.. Imperinl klnliff, imperinl klokard,

The same offices, with the exception of the klokann committee, appear on the Btate
lkel;eilard‘l‘gfg')nre distingulshed by the addition of grand to the title (grand klaliff, grand
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Klaverns vary considerably in numerical strength. Some have
only a handful of members, while a few have as many as 200. The
constitution of the UKA * states that before a klavern is chartered
by the imperial wizard there must be 25 or more members Com-
mittee investigation has determined that in many cases the United
Klins waived this requirement and issued charters to groups of four
or five persons, in hopes that the membership would grow. In fact,
most. klaverns of the United Klans of America were found to have
less than 25 active members even though they showed a “book mem-
bership” of many times that figure. Many of them, furthermore, had
been in existence for a long period of time.

Klavern meetings are cFosed to all except members and visiting
klansmen. There is wide variety in the meeting places. Klansmen-
have met in private homes, clubhouses, stores, barns, old farmsheds,
and garages. Any room can be used so long as it is supplied with an
altar on which lies 1 Bible opened at Romans 12, an American flag,
an unsheathed sword, and a container of water. (Further details are
available in the section dealing with klan ritual.)

The Imperial Wizard issued guidelines for the most effective oper-
ation of local klaverns in the printed manual, “The Klan In Action.”
The document informed klavern officers that the success of the klan’s
policies depended upon the performance of klavern committees. The
manual listed 22 subjects with which klavern committees should con-
cern themselves. While some committees were to deal with purely
internal matters such as the budget and grievances, others had fune-
tions which experience shows tend to pit klansmen against the forces
of law and order in local communities.

An intelligence committee, for example, was supposed to gnther in-
formation regarding “enemies within and without” the klan. Memn-
bership of this committee was to be kept secret from others in the
klavern. A propaganda committee was to maintain a watch on means
of disseminating information or opinion in the community (the press,
radio and public speakers, for example). The committee was to report
on any form of “propaganda” adverse to the klan or the prineiples 1t
espoused. The functions of a public schools committee included in-
vestigating and making reports en public school officials and teachers.

The United Klans, beginning in the summer of 1961 and continu-
ing through 1963, conducted an intensive recruiting drive nimed ulti-
mately at hringing the entire klan movement under the leadership of
the UKA. This drive by the UKA to lure the members of other
klans into its fold has met with considerable success. The United
Klans has shown an organizational ability superior to that of other
klan groups in the South, and for this reason has been able to attract
many members from diverse klan groups and to reactivate many
others formerly active in the klan movement.

Robert Shelton and organizers such as Calvin Craig, Robert Scog-

in, of South Carolina, and .J. Robertson Jones, of North Caroling,
in their public promotional endeavors, increasingly tried to blur the
traditional image of the klans as a band of violent, fanaticnl night
riders and to emphasize the klan’s role as one of political activists who
alone could somehow stop Negro attempts at desegregation and equal-
ity. Actual recruiting practices, however, demonstrated that the

® Reproduced as an exhibit {n the appendix, p. 181,



'THE PRESENT DAY KU KLUX KLAN MOVEMENT 25

%A was accepting fanatical and violence-prone elements into its
old.

As the Negro drive for desegregation in the South manifested itself
in a growing number of marches, demonstrations, and sit-ins, the klan’s
urg}anizafimml drive picked up momentum in some areas of the South.
Rallies beeane more frequent, new members were enrolled, as Shelton
traveled extensively through the South propagandizing and recruiting
for the klan. His grand dragons were doing the same in their respec-
live States,

By late 1963, Shelton’s UKA had become the dominant klan orga-
nization in North Carolina, Sonth Carolina, Tennessee, Alabama, and
Georgia, and was making inroads into the klan movements in Florida,
Louisiana, and Texas. During the latter part of 1963, the UKA had
an estimated 8,000 to 9,000 active members.

In the following year, the klans seized on a new issue, just as they
had done in the period following the Supreme Court ruling in behalf
of school desegregation in 1954. This isstie was the Civil Rights Act of
1964, particularly that section of the bill dealing with public accommo-
dations. Portraying-the proposed passage of this bill as the beginning
of the extinction of the white race and the start of Negro domination
in the South, the UK A was able to attract considerable attention to it-
self and register substantial gains.

The committee, found evidence of only two imperial klonvokations
since the formation of the UKA in 1961,

One klonvokation was held on February 8 and 9, 1964, and the other
on September 5 and 6,1964. Both were held in a hotel in Birmingham,
Ala,, and both were represented to the hotel managenrent as conven-
tions of the Alabama Rescue Service.

The officers clected at these klonvokations were as follows:

Robert M. Shelton (Alabama), imperial wizard;
Robert Thompson (Georgia), imperial klaliff;

W. O. Perkins (Alabama), imperial kligrapp ;
Frederick Smith (Alabama), imperial klabee;
Robert Collins (Georgia), imperial klokard ;

George Dorsett (North Carolina),imperial kludd;
Robert Hudgins (North Carolina), imperial kladd ;
Walter Brown (South Carolina), imperial klarogo;
Robert Korman (Florida), imperial klexter; and
Amos Pedigo (Tennessee), imperial night hawk.

To the best of the committee’s knowledge, there has been no imperial
klonvokation subsequent to September 1964. There have been three
known changes in the above-listed imperial officers. In the summer of
1965, Melvin Sexton, a next-door neighbor of Shelton’s, was appointed
by Shelton to the post of imperial kligrapp (secretary). W. O. Per-
kins, the former kligrapp, took over Frederick Smith’s position as im-
perial klabee (treasurer), also without benefit of formal election,

Imperial Wizard Shelton publicly announced in the spring of 1967
that he had banished George Dorsett, the imperial kludd (chaplain),
from the United Klans organization.

ALABAMA REALM OF THE UKA

Having brought the existing klaverns of the Alabama Knights into
the newly formed UKA, Imperial Wizard Shelton possessed a func-
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tioning organization in Alabama as early as July 1961, Committee in-
vestigation revealed that the strength of the Alnbama Realm was less
than one might expect in a State lmusing the national klan headquar-
ters and three of the imperial officers. The realm never approached
the peak memberships registered in Mississippi, North Carolina and
Georgia. It ranked fifth in the number of klaverns which the com-
mittee found had been organized within the various realms in the
period 1964—1966, :

Since the founding of the United Klans, there have been four succes-
sive grand dragons in the. Realm of Alabama. Hubert A, Page ? served
in that capacity until March 1964. He was succeeded by Robert Creel,
whose tenure as grand dragon lasted until the first of January 1966,
according to his own testimony before the committee. At that time,
Willinm Brassell was elected to succeed Creel. Since the close of the
committee hearings in February 1966, a fourth individual has been ele-
vated to that office. He is James Spears, of Decatur, Aln., who was
elected at a State klonvokation at Linden, Ala., on June 19, 1966,

Committee investigation into the concentration of membership and
the number of klaverns in the United Klans Realm of Alabama estab-
lished the existence of at least 40 different klnverns in the realm at one
time or another in the period 1964-66. 'The klaverns are listed on
page 149 of this report. From material in the committes’s files, it
seems evident that the number of kluverns in Alabama greatly in-
creased between March 1965 and the end of 1966. Prior to March 1965,
it is believed that the Realm of Alabama had less than a dozen active
klaverns. As of January 1967, there were approximately 1,200 mem-
bers of the United Klans in the State of Alabama.

GEORGIA REALM OF THE UKA

Since the inception of the United Klans of America in the State of
Georgin in February 1961, leadership of its Georgia Realm has always
rested in the hands of Grand Dragon Calvin Craig. As in the case
of Alabama, the Realm of Georgia was at birth endowed with a frame-
work of klaverns and klansmen taken over from the U.S. Klans,
Knights of the Ku Klux Klan.

At the time the UKA was formed, the membership of the U.S. Klans
was probably in the neighborhood of 500 active members. Calvin
Craig recruited into the UK A fold approximately 97 percent of those
members and upon that foundation went on to build the Georgia or-

anization into one of the largest UKA realms of the present day.
Membership increases in the State of Georgia can be best explained by
the organizational abilities of the grand dragon. Craig is particularly
fond of turning up at civil rights demonstrations and sit-ins, increas-
ing racial tensions and utilizing resultant publicity to attract new
recruits into his organization.

The Realm of Georgia showed a moderate surge in activity and mem-
bership during the period prior to the passage of the Civil Rights Act
of 1964, when Craig and his Georgia organizers were exploiting that
issue to the maximum advantage. %ike helton, Craig sometimes tries
to give the klan an air of respectability by shunning the hood and robe

* The committee was unable to locate Page for the purpose of serving a subpena-
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and appearing at klan rallies and functions in a business suit. His
talks also tend to give considerable stress to political activity.

The committee found evidence of the existence of 57 klaverns in the
State of Georgin at one time or another in the period 1964-66. They are
listed on pages 151, 152 of this report. Not all of the klaverns continued
active, of course. For example, the klavern which existed in the city
of Athens, in Clarke County, which was known as Clarke County
Klavern No. 244, disbanded subsequent to the arrest and trial of Joseph
Howard Sims and Clecil Myers in connection with the Lemuel Penn
murder case in 1964, Many former members of Clarke County Klav-
ern No. 24+ moved into the Oglethorpe County Klavern and others
continued their activities as part of Vinegar Hill Klavern No. 53.
Joseph Howard Sims and Cecil Meyers, following their acquittal in
the i’enn murder ease, continued their activity within the United
Klans of America as members of Vinegar Iill Klavern No. 53.

The Georgin Realm of the United Klans had approximately 1,400
members as of January 1967. ‘

NORTIT CAROLINA REALM OF THE UKA

The building of the United Klans organization in North Carolina
started very slowly. During the years 1962 and 1963, UK A efforts in
that State were mainly directed at attempting to combine various ex-
isting klan organizations under the leadership of the UKA. As of
late 1963, the grand dragon for the State was Arthur Teonard of
Salisbury, N.C. In 1964, however, a young protege of Leonard named
James Robertson Jones, took over the reins as grand dragon. Jones
immediately lnunched a statewide campaign to recruit, new members in
North Carolina. Jones, using astute organizational methods and ex-
ploiting to the hilt the issues presented by the passage of the Civil
Rights Act, developed the North Carolina organization into the largest
and most. successful of all UKA realms in the United States.

The committee obtained evidence of the establishment of 192 sepa-
rate klaverns in the State of North Carolina within the period 1964-66.
The klaverns are listed on pages 155-159 of this report. It is estimated
that there were approximately 7,500 active members in the Realm of
North Carolina as of January 1967, and the organization was con-
tinuing to move ahead. :

The organizational ability of North Carolina klansmen is being
utilized to build up klan strength in other States. For example, a
former lieutenant of North Carolina Grand Dragon Jones was dis-
patched to be the grand dragon and chief organizer in the State of
Virginin. Ex-officers and paid organizers from the Realm of North
(‘farolina were also dispatched to Florida to be organizers for the UKA
in that State. In both cases, especially in Virginia, these organiza-
tional methods as originally employed in North Carolina seem to be
meeting with success.

SOUTH CAROLINA REALM OF TIE UKA

As in Alabama and Georgin, the United Klans of America has been
in existence in South Carolina since July 1961, when former members
of the U.S. Klans in the State went over to the newly formed UKA.
Robert Scoggin, former grand dragon of the U.S. Klans in South

08-436 0—88——3
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Caroling, emerged from the founding meeting of the UKA at Indian
Springs, Ga,, in July 1961 as the UK A’ South Carolina grand dragon.

The history of the United Klans organization in South Carolina
under the leadership of Grand Dragon Scoggin has been one of steady
progress.  Early in 1964, the South Carolina Realm included about
20 klaverns.  Committee investigation established that at least 50
klaverns had been organized by the end of 1966, These klaverns are
listed on page 160 of this report. It is estimated that, as of Jan-
uary 1967, approximately 800 klansmen were enrolled in the South
("arolina Reu,]m of the United Klans of America.

The UKA organization is the dominant and most. militant klan
within the State. It receives very little opposition from the rela-
tively inactive and less militant Associntion of South Carolina Klans,
deseribed subsequently in this report. The UKA has, in fact, at-
tempted to recruit the membership of the Association of South Caro-
lina Klans.

FLORIDA REALM OF THE UKA

Sinee late 1961, the dominant. ku klux klan organization in the
State of Florida has been the United Florida Ku Klux Klan under the
Jeadership of Jason I8, Kersey. This klan is discussed under a sep-
arate heading later in this chapter. The United Klans of America
is a relative latecomer to the Florida klan movement.

The UKA made attempts to start a State organization in Florida in
the fall of 1964, At that time, Robert Sho%(on appointed Donald
(‘othran to be the grand drvagon and chief organizer for the United
Klans in Florida. Activity of the United Klans was initially limited
to the Jacksonville area, where Cothran had his headquarters. Under
Cothran’s reign, attempts to organize in other parts of the State were
relatively unsuccessful.  As of-the summer of 1965, membership in the
UKA wag less than 100 members. However, the UKA initiated ac-
tivity that year in the IFFort Lauderdale-Miami area and small klav-
erns were also established in the Ocala and other central FFlorida areas.

In the summer of 1965, a factional fight developed within the
UKA's Florida Realm. A group of members, led by Charles “Rip”
Riddlehoover, left. the State organization of the UKA and started a
new klan known as the United Knights of the Ku Klux Klan. The
faction led by Riddlehoover protested against the leadership of
Cothran, who was accused of mismanagement of funds and dictatorial
n;rqtlmds in running the klan organization and appointing State
officers.

Late in 1965, Robert Shelton made several trips to the State of
Florida in an attempt to reorganize and strengthen his organization
in that State. e spoke at klan rallies in the Fort Lauderdale and
central Florida avea. At this time, in- a further effort to promote
effective leadership in the Realm of Florida, Boyd Hamby, a paid or-
{;\anizer and former State officer in the Realm of North Carohna, and
ieorge Dorsett, also a paid organizer for the North Carolina organiza-
tion,” were tmnsferre(ll to Florida by Shelton. The two set up head-
quarters for the Florida Realin in the Titusville area.

The committee obtained evidence of the operation of 27 separate
klaverns within the period 1964-66. They are listed on page 150 of this

' Dorsett concurrentiy held the natlonal klan office of Imperlal kluﬁgi {chaplain).
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report. It is not known how many klaverns are active as of present
date. Apparently, Hamby, who took over the position of grand
dragon in Florida in late 1965, has tried to consolidate the dissident
factions in the State. The UKA is still beset with internal prob-
lems, and a lack of public support for klan activity in the State
makes recruiting additionally difficult. Membership of United Klans
of America in the State of Florida as of January 1967 was approxi-
mately 400 members.

VIRGINIA REALM OF THE UKA

From all available evidence, UKA recruiting began in Virginia in
the spring of 1965, with the formation of several klaverns in the
Portsmouth-Chesapeake ares, under the leadership of an interim

rand dragon, Sandy Coley. UKA recruiting in Virginia under the
eadership of Coley was relatively unsuccessful,

In the iate summer of 1965, however, Marshall Robert Kornegay, a
former paid UKA organizer in North Carolina, was dispatched to
serve as grand dragon of the Virginia Realm. Kornegay established
headquarters in the South Hill area of Virginia and concentrated
on recruiting members in the southern part of the State near the
North Carolina border. Soon after Kornegay’s arrival in Virginia,
a massive organizing campaign was begun. Klan applications for
membership were passed out. at a seemingly endless succession of public
rallies and the State organization began to take shape. Since Korne-
gay’s assignment to Virginia as grand dragon, the nimber of klaverns
has increased to at least 32. All are believed to be currently active.'
It is estimated that there were approximately 1,250 active members in
the Virginia Realm as of January 1967. :

MISSISSIPPI REALM OF THE UEKA

The first signs of life in the modern klan movement in Mississippi
appeared in the autumn of 1963, when approximately 300 Mississip-

ians were recruited into membership in the Original Knights of the

u Klux Klan of Louisiana. This move of the Original Knights into
Mississippi was engineered mainly through the efforts of J. D. Swen-
son and Royal V. Young, organizers of the Original Knights in
Louisiana, who were later removed from the organization for mis-
msll)nagement- of funds, especially moneys derived from the sale of klan
robes.

The Original Knights organization in Mississippi was short lived.
The appointed officers in Mississippi, Douglas Byrd and Edward L.
McDaniel, were expelled from the organization in December 1963
amid charges and countercharges of thievery, conversion of klan funds
for private use, and mismanagement.

Byrd took most of the Mississippi membership from the Original
Knights and went on to form another klan organization in Missis-
sippi, the White Knights of the Ku Klux Klan. McDanie] spent a
few months as a member and officer of the White Knights. When he
left that organization he was again under the cloud of having appro-
priated klan funds for his own use.

11 See appendix p. 162 of this report for a listing of these klaverns.
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Meanwhile, the first klavern of the UKA in Mississippi was estab-
lished at McComb, Miss,, in the spring of 1964. Another UKA
klavern was formed at Natchez, Miss.,, on August 29, 1964, This
latter unit in Adams County was known publicly as the Adams County
Civic & Betterment Association. Most of its members had previously
belonged to the White Knights of the Ku Klux Klan of Mississipp.
They were led into the UKA by Edward I.. McDaniel.

Committee investigation established that McDaniel was secretly
recruiting for the UKA while technically still a member of the White
Knights. For this recruiting activity in behalf of the UKA in Mis-
sissippi, he was commended by Imperial Wizard Shelton at the im-
perial klonvokation of the UKA in Birmingham in September 1964,

At this same klonvokation, MeDaniel was introduced to the dele-
gates as the grand dragon of the UKA Realm of Mississippi. He
soon joined Robert Shelton, the imperial wizard, in a huge campaign
0; rallies and speakings held all over the State beginning in the fall
of 1964.

Thereafter, the UKA in Mississippi achieved tremendous success in
recruiting members into its organization. Most of this success was
achieved at the expense of ils sister klan organization, the White
Knights, whose involvement in the Philadelphia murder case, plus
a multitude of bombings and burnings across the whole of Mississippi
during 1964 and 1965, had branded it as the most violent and mili-
tant of the klan organizations.

UKA strategy in Mississippi, as in several other Southern States.
was to build an image of nonviolence. UKA leaders such as Shelton
and McDaniel would publicly proclairi nonviolent intent, in spite of
the fact that concenle({ members of the UKA were engaged in a series
of hombings in the McComb, Miss,, area beginning in the summer
of 1964,

UKA strategy proved, so successful in Mississippi that whole
klaverns formerly associated with the White Knights turned to the
UKA. By the start of 1966, UKA was the dominant klan in
Mississippi. -

The committee had received evidence that 76 separate klaverns in
Mississippi were at one time or another associated with the UKA be-
tween the spring 1964 and the end of 1966. They are listed on pages
153, 154 of this report. It should be remembered that many of these
units were once part of the White Knights network and a number of
these klaverns will, therefore, also appear in the listing of White
Knights klaverns active over the same period.

As late as Angust 1966, continuing investigation of klan activities
established that Imperial Wizard Shelton declared all offices of the
Mississippi realm vacant, including the office of grand dragon held by
McDaniel. According to information received by the committee, this
move was prompted {;y charges leveled at McDaniel and other realm
officers by a faction of the UKA’s Mississippi membership. Charges
again involved misappropriation of klan funds for personal benefit.
Shelton appeared to be backing the faction making the allegations
against McDaniel. Since that time the organization has been wracked
with dissension and whole klaverns have become inactive. Whatever
direction and control is exerted over the UKA membership in Missis-
i}l)pi is coming directly from Shelton’s headquarters in Tuscaloosa,

a,
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It is difficult to assess the effect of this turbulence on the active mem-
bership in Mississippi. However, it is known that in Mississippi, un-
like other Southern States, notably North Carolina, Georgia, and
Alabama, klan membership has recently decreased. This applies to
both the .UKA and the White Knights.

Of the 76 UKA klaverns known to have existed, a majority has be-
come inactive due to the action of Imperial Wizard Shelton. The ac-
tive membership of the UKA in Mississippi has been reduced to ap-
proximately 750 as of January 1967.

IOUISIANA REALM OF THE UKA

Definite signs of the reactivation of klan activity in the State of
Louisiana were noted late in 1960, with the formation of the
Original Knights of the Ku Klux Klan. From that time to at least
January 1965 the Original Knights dominated the Louisiana klan
movement. Klaverns were set up in most parts of the State, with the
heaviest concentration in the areas of Shreveport, Monroe, and the
Sixth Congressional District, including Bogalusa.

Internal dissension in the Original Knights eventiially led to a three-
way split in the organization. Most of the membership of two of the
factions ultimately defected to the United Klans.*?

The United Klans of America was attempting to organize within the
State of Louisiana by late 1963, Louisiana klansmen attended the
UKA’ st imperial klonvocation in February 1964. By April 1964,
several . iaverns of the Original Knights located in the area of Jones-
boro and Monroe, La., had switched over to the UKA. Under the
leadership of James Malcolm Edwards, who had emerged as the grand
dragon of the UKA organization in Louisiana late in 1964, the klan
continued to gain strength.

With the defection of Houston P. Morris from the Original Knights
to the UKA in 1965, Shelton’s organization obtained additional klav-
erns in Louisiana and also Arkansas. Later Saxon Farmer, an Orig-
inal Knights official from Bogalusa, joined the UKA recruiting team
and the UKA became the strongest klan in Washington Parish.

Aided by the dissension and factionalism within the Original
Knights, the United Klans of America became the dominant klan in
the State of Louisiana by the summer of 1965.

Grand Dragon Edwards was interrogated by the committee in pub-
lic hearings on January 11, 1966. Shortly after his appearance, how-
ever, he was deposed as grand dragon by the Louisiana membership
and replaced by former Grand Klaliff Jack Helm, of New Orleans.

In March 1967, dissension within the Louisiana Realm culminated
in the secession of the southern provinces. Grand Dragon Helm led
the secessionists into a newly created Universal Klans of America.
Helm is the commander of the new group, which is also referred to
as The South.

The United Klans subsequently took official action “banishing”
Helm but failed to name a successor. Although Imperial Wizard
Shelton has appointed Houston P, Morris and Coy Neal as kleagles
at large for the Louisiana Realm, the State organization appears to be
under the direct supervision of national klan headquarters. As is the

13 See section on Original Knights of the Ku Klux Klan, p. 48.
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case in Mississippi, Louisiana klaverns report directly to the United
Klans office in Tuscaloosa, Ala., rather than to a State headquarters.

The committee found evidence that, during the years 1964-66, at
least. 30 klaverns were affiliated with the United Klans in Louisiana.
They are listed on page 152 of this report. It is estimated that the
membership of the Louisiana Realm was approximately 700 as of
January 1967.

TEXAS REALM OF THE UKA

Prior to the summer of 1965, klan activity in the State of Texas was
at a virtual standstill.  Kven the attempts of Eldoi. Edwards, of the
[1.S. Klans, to make Texas a part of his invisible empire back in the
late 1950's had not proved particularly fruitful.

United Klan activity in Texas first manifested itself when two dele-
gates from Texas attended the UKA imperial klonvokation in Bir-
mingham, Ala., in September 1964.

The first pni)lic evidence of a formal organization of the UKA in
Texas came at a meeting of UKA leaders in North Carolina in Aug-
ust. 1965, when Robert Shelton introduced George A. Otto, of Houston,
Tex., as the acting 1grnn(l dragon of the State. Only a few months
prior to that time, UKA attempts to organize in Texas had resnlted
in the=recruiting of small groups of klansmen in the area of Houston
under the hard-core leadership of George Otto and William Drennan,
who had ambitions to o};tab]islh klaverns throughout. the State.

When the UKA starts a recruitment. drive in a new State, a high
UK A oflicial, usually the imperial wizard, travels to the State, for a
fee, to speak at several prearranged rallies. The object is to draw as
much publicity as possible and get new membership applications to
embelhish the membership of the local klavern. The hat is passed as
often as possible to insure that the trip is also financially rewarding.

Robert Shelton showed up in Texas in September 1965 to kickoft
such a recruiting drive. On his arrival, however, he found the existing
organization in very bad shape. In addition to the fact that the mem-
bership was very small and there was relatively little relish among
Texans for the antics of the United Klans, Shelton found a hitter fight
within the membership which was divided into a faction backing Otto
and another backing William Drennan, and an apparent potential
third faction under Royce McPhail waiting to move in on the winner,

Shelton reportedly was discouraged with the situation in Texas
as of Se )temﬂ)er 1965, refused to grant it realm status, and told the
leadership he would return when the State was better organized. This
he never did.

Both Otto and Drennan had used the title of acting grand dragon
in order to give added stature to the UKA organization in Texas,
although Drennan was actually an appointed “State representative”
of the UKA in Texas and Otto was officially a kleagle.'

Texas finally obtained recognition as a realm of the United Klans
of America on December 11, 1965, when delegates from the factions
led by Otto and McPhail met at Midway, Tex., and elected a roster
of realm officers. The Drennan faction was not represented at the

13 Otto resigned from the klan on Dec. 11, 1965, and testified frankly before the com-
mittee on Jan. 28, 1966, in an executive session later made publiec.
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meeting. McPhail became the first official grand dragon, He thereafter
encouraged members of the Drennan faction to return to the fold.
McPhaif was succeeded in 1966 by Grand Dragon Jack Cannon, of
Beaumont, Tex.

The United Klans operation in Texas has been relatively ineffective
and most of the activity has centered in the area around Houston,

The committee found evidence of the existence of 14 separate
klaverns in Texas. They are listed on page 161 of this report. It 1s esti-
mated that active membership as of January 1967 was approxi-
mately 200,

ARKANSAS REALM OF TIE UKA

Committee investigation into klan activity in the State of Arkansas
uncovered little in the way of organized or militant klan activity dur-
ing the period 1959 to mid-1965.

During this period, the relatively inactive and ineffective Associa-
tion of Arkansas Klans was the dominant organization in the State.
There were attempts on the part of outside klan groups, notably the
Original Knights in Louisiana and the National Knights of James
Venable to spur klan activity in the State. These attempts, on the
whole, were unsuccessful, although isolated klaverns sprang up and
maintained a loose affiliation with the above-mentioned groups. -

The first UKA incursion of any consequence into Arkansas came in
the summer of 1965. During preparations for a speech to be given in
El Dorado, Ark., by Robert Shelton, imperial wizard of UKA, George
McNeely was publicly announced to be the elected grand dragon for
the State.

Investigation revealed the establishment since that'time of 10 sep-
arate klaverns in Arkansas, with concentration in the Union County
area. Their locations are indicated in the klavern listings on page 150
of this report, Membership is estimated to be approximately 150 active
members as of January 1967. Very little public klan activity was
observed. :

TENNESSEE REALM OF THE UKA

Prior to the formation of the United Klans of America in 1961,
the dominant klan organization in the State of Tennessee was the
Dixie Klans, Knights of the Ku Klux Klan, under the leadership of
Jack Brown, whose strength in terms of membership and activity
was centered around the area of Chattanooga, Tenn.

The United Klans of America made its first attempt at starting an
organization in Tennessee soon after its founding meeting at Indian
Springs, Ga., in 1961. Until 1965, the UKA in Tennessee was rela-
tively unsuccessful in attracting new membership and its activity was
concentrated in the area of Maryville, Tenn., where the UKA had set
up headquarters under Grand Dragon Raymond Anderson. As of
October 1965, there were only five active klaverns in the State of
Tennessee to the best of the committee’s knowledge. Since that time,
it has come to the attention of the committee that five additional klav-
erns have been set up in the State, making a total of 10 klaverns known
to have been established in Tennessee. They are listed on page 161 of
this report. United Klans of America membership in the State of
Tennesses is estimated to be approximately 225.
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ONI0O REALM OF THE UKA

Efforts to rekindle the ku klux klan in the State of Ohio started in
ul)proxim:ltely May 1964 with the efforts of James Venable, of the
National Knights of the Ku Klux Klan. Venable, apparently sens-
ing that Ohio presented opportunities for expansion of his organiza-
tion and seeing most parts of the South being effectively organized
by Shelton’s UKA, geared his greatest organizational effort to date on
that Northern State. . .

As early as September 1963, several Ohio residents, inclnding
Flynn Harvey, of Columbus, were recruited into the National
Knights at a rally at Stone Mountain, Ga. Their return to Ohio
provided a nucleus for the expansion of Venable's organization in
that State. In the fall of 1964, Harvey was named by Venable to
be the grand dragon for the National Knights in Ohio. Harvey
was also one of three original incorporators of the National Knights
in the State. Flynn Harvey fell into disfavor with the membership
of the National Knights in Ohio; formal charges against him range-l
from mismanagement of funds to drunkenness and meffective leader-
ship.

Harvey stepped down as grand dragon for Venable in May 1965
and immediately east his lot with Shelton’s UKA. In short time he
emerged as grand dragon for the Ohio Realm of the United Klans of
America. From that time forward, UKA has had an organization
in Ohio.

Later the same year, other klansmen previously associated with
Venable began defecting to the UKA. Shelton dropped Harvey as
leader of the UKA in Ohio in favor of Jim Harris, of Cincinnati, in
late 1965. However, by that time the whole klan movement in Qhio
amounted to little more than paper organizations. The several hun-
dred klansmen who were initiated into membership after paying the
required membership fee were never really welded into an effective
unit by either Shelton or Venable,

The committee received evidence of the establishment of at least
four separate klaverns of the UKA in Ohio during 1965 and 196G6.
They are listed on page 159 of this report. As of January 1967, the

active membership of UKA in Ohio was approximately 100.

PENNSYLVANIA REALM OF THE UKA

The first evidence of UKA activity in the State of Pennsylvania
came in the late summer of 1965, when it was announced at a UKA
meeting at Salisbury, N.C., that Roy Frankhouser, of Reading, Pa.,
had been appointed grand dragon for the State. Frankhouser had
previously held membership in the American Nazi Party and the Na-
tional States Rights Party.

Frankhouser, although officially grand dragon for Pennsylvania, is
known to have been active in UKA recruiting drives in New York,
New Jersey, Delaware, and Maryland. Through Frankhouser’s in-
fluence, ex-members of the American Nazi Party assisted in the UKA
recruiting efforts in Pennsylvania, New York, Delaware, and New
Jersey.

The committee received no evidence that Frankhouser was success-
ful in his organizing work in Pennsylvania. Investigations failed to
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establish the existence of any klavern in the State other than the klav-
ern in Reading, Pa., where the headquarters of the Pennsylvania Realm
1s also located. . :

Actual UKKA membership in Pennsylvania as of January 1967 is
estimated at approximately 50. The klan was inactive outside the
Reading area. .

DELAWARE REALM OF THE UKA

On Angust 1, 1965, Ralph Pryor, Jr., was appointed grand dragon
of UKA's Delaware Realm. Ile was installed in office following the
UKA rally on July 31 at Bear, Del.,, which was to inaugurate UKA
recruiting in the Middle Atlantic States. This rally, at which the
imperial wizard and other high officers spoke, succeeded in attracting
an estimated 2,000 persons.

The following months saw the establishment of several active klav-
erns in Delaware, mainly in the Wilmington area. The State organi-
zation of the UKA in Delaware used the cover name, “Delaware
Birdwatchers.” :

The Realm of Delaware experienced the same difficulties which beset
many other klan realms. Grand Dragon Pryor left the organization
in January 1966 after making charges of mismanagement of funds
and infiltration of the Delaware Realm by Nazi elements.

During the period August 1965 through 1966, the committee re-
ceived evidence of the establishment of five klaverns of the UKA in
Delaware. They are listed on page 150 of this report. As of January
1967, it is estimated that active UKA membership in the State was
approximately 100,

MARYLAND REALM OF THE UKA

As previously noted, UKA orgmnizing in the State of Maryland
began soon after the UKA rally in Bear, Del., on July 31, 1965. A
number of residents from Maryland had attended the Delaware rally.
When the Delaware Realm of the UKA was created following the
rally, its geographical boundaries actnally included the northeast cor-
ner of the State of Maryland, including the town of Elkton.

Organizing in the remainder of the State of Maryland has been
under the direction of Vernon Naimaster, of Baltimore, publicized as
acting grand dragon,

The UKA has made little progress in Maryland. In the summer of
1966, the fledgling organization was split by the banishment of a-group
of klansmen led by Xavier Edwards. Edwards promptly started a
separate klan in Marylaud.

Since the initiation of UKA activity in Maryland, the committee
received evidence of the establishment of four separate units, with an
estimated active membership as of January 1967, of approximately 25
persons. The klaverns are listed on page 153 of this report.

NEW YORK AND NEW JERSEY

The history of the UKA movement in New York is much the same
as that of Pennsylvania. At approximately the same time that Frank-
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houser was announced to be grand dragon of Pennsylvania, Daniel
Burros was named king kleagle (chief organizer) and acting grand
dragon of New York. Burros, like IFrankhouser, had been a member
of the American Nazi Party.

The nucleus of the UK A organization in New York was composed
of individuals previously associated with Burros and Frankhouser in
pro-Nazi organizations.

Burros committed suicide in Oectober 1965 at the home of Roy
Frankhouser. Burros was succeeded by King Kleagle William Hoft,
also a former Nazi. The UKA has appointed no grand dragon for the
State, however, and Pennsylvania Grand Dragon Frankhouser has
been active in supervising recruitment in New York.

Since that time, attemipts to organize an effective UK A operation
have been unsuceessful. The committee found evidence of only one
active klavern in the State of New York, with the bulk of its member-
ship from the Queens area of New York City. The active membership
as of January 1967 is estimated to be approximately 25,

UKA organizing in neighboring New Jersey was headed by Frank
V. Rotella, Jr. He was a close associate of Roy Frankhouser, the late
Daniel Burros, and William Hoff. The UKA’s failure in New Jersey
is established by the faet that there were no klaverns active in the
State as of Janunary 1967. Aside from Rotella and a handful of asso-
ciates—most. of whom ure from New York and Pennsylvania—there
does not appear to be any nctive membership.

An attempt by the UKA to hold a public rally in New Jersey in
May 1966 ended in failure when the scheduled featured speaker,
Robert Scoggin, South Carolina grand dragon, did not appear.

In June 1966, Rotella publicly announced he had resigned from the
lendership of the New Jersey klan because of time-consuming “per-
sonal commitments” which he refused to elaborate upon,

SUMMARY OF GEOGRAPIHICAL DISTRIBUTION OF UKA
KLAVERNS AND MEMBERSIIIP

As previously observed, the United Klans of America made some
attempt to establish active organizations in States other than the 17
referred to above,
In some States such as Indiana and Wisconsin, ITmperial Wizard
Shelton publicly announced the appointments of grand dragons. How-
ever, the klan has only a handful of members in those States.
On the other hand, United Klans reeruitment in the State of Michi-
gan—where a single klavern existed at the time of this committee’s
public hearings—has registered noteworthy gains in recent months,
Continuing committee investigation has disclosed the existence of three
klaverns located at Detroit, Flint, and Taylor, Mich. As of March
1967, the klaverns had an overall membership of approximately 200.
The committee obtained evidence that the United Klans has received
and approved individual memberships in a number of other States not
named in this-report. The committee had no information which would

g'ldicate the existence of organized units of the United Klans in those

-

tates, however.
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Following is a summary of the identified klaverns and estimated
membership of the United Klans of America in the States just

discussed :
Number of Number of
klaverns. Estimated klaverns Estimated
operating at active operating at active
State one time or | membership State one time or | membership
?ROtheligg P as 0‘1967 ?tr‘lothergg P as 011%7
[ anuar e anuary
1064-66 y Y
Alabama... ... ....... 40 1,200 {| Ohfo.. ... ... ... 4 100
Georgla. . ............ 57 1,400 || Pennsylvania.._..... 1 50
North Carolina...... 192 7,500 |} Delaware............. 5 100
South Carolina_...... 50 800 || Maryland... ........ 4 25
Florlda............... 27 400 )] New York........... 1 25
Virginia. . ... _. .. 32 1,250 || New Jersey.......... 0 m
Mississippi. .. ... 76 750 |} Michigand.__._....... 3 200
Loulsiana............ 30 700
Texas. .. ..._...... i. 14 200 Total, active
Arkansas..._...__.... 10 150 members, 17
Tennessee............ 10 225 States........}.............. 15,075
! Negligible.

* Klaverns in existence and estimated membership as of March 1967,

The committee wishes to emphasize that the figure of 556 klaverns
shows the number of units which the committee found to be operative
at some time or another during the years 1964, 1965, and 1966. The
figure includes 56 ladies auxiliaries, the majority of which werelocated
in the State of North Carolina. The committee does not assert that
all of the klaverns continued to be active as of the end of 1966. Inves-
tigation established that the life of klaverns was erratic. Some are
short lived, others last for years. The latter type of klavern may also
have periods of great activity, followed by a period of dormancy. Nor
does the committee believe it has been able to identify all of the klav-
erns established by the United Klans. The secrecy with which the
UKA operates on all levels makes the detection and identification of
local units extremely difficult.

The committee estimates the total UKA membership, excluding the
ladies auxiliaries, to be 15,075 as of January 1967. Its sources were
previously described. It hasalready called attention to the fluctuating
nature of klan membership. Increases in membership appeared in the
summer months when pug]ic klan activity was at its height. In the
winter, when the cow pastures were windy and cold, membership
tended to decline along with the klan’s public activity. The committee
also found that, for many individuals, klan membership was a tempo-
rary aberration. Many members became inactive or dropped from the
klan after attending a few klan meetings and discovering that the
klan had nothing more to offer than talk and terror.

FINANCES OF THE UNITED KLANS OF AMERICA

The main continuing sources of funds for the United Klans of
America, as well as other klans, are (1) initiation fees; (2) dues; and
(3) proceeds from sale of robes and other paraphernalia. An equally
important source of funds for the United Klans and other klans which
schedule public rallies are donations milked from that portion of the
public which attends these rallies.
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An initiation fee (klectokon ') is nsually paid by the prospective
member when -he executes his application for membership.  Although
the UKA constitution provides that the fee may range from $10 to
$25, the usual initintion fee has been $10. Recrniting is earried out
by a network of organizers called kleagles. When an individual signs
an applieation for membership and pays his kleetokon, the klengle
has authority under the klan constitution to receive a share of the
kleetokon. The kleagle’s “cut™ is usually $3.

The amount. of dues payable by ench member of the United Kluns
varies from klavern to klavern. The average amount is $1.25 per
month.  Of this $1.25 monthly dues payment, 50 cents is designated
as the imperial tax,' and is puyable to the national headquarters of the
United Klans, located in Imperial Wizard Shelton’s home in Tusen-
loosa, Ala. Twenty-five cents of each klnnsman’s monthly dues pay-
ment, known as the realm tax, is payed to the State (realm) headquar-
ters. The remaining 50 cents stays in the local klavern,

Each member of the United Klans is required by the constitution to
obtain a robe and a hood through the klavern kligrapp. Committee
investigation showed that there is no one way that a k{nnsmnn obtains
his robe.

Committec investigation into United Klans activity in North Caro-
lina, for example, disclosed that. most klan robes were purchased
from the office of Grand Dragon James Robertson Jones: The
cost of n rank-and-file klansman’s robe ranges from $10 to $15, depend-
ing upon the type of cloth used in the manufacture. The robes were
actually manufactured by klansmen’s wives, and a sizable profit was
realized by the grand dragon, regardless of the material used in the
robes. Robe income was handled as a separate financial transaction,
and proceeds were deposited into the personal bank account of the
grand dragon,

The committee found that the source of robes in the other realms
of the United Klans of America was the Heritage Garment Works of
Columbin, S.C., from which klansmen ordered robes directly. Direct
ordering appears to be customary in most States, Evidence obtained
by the committee indicates that Heritage Garment Works kicks back
to the imperial office of the United Klans a share of its profits from the
sale of robes. Tt is also known that certain pieces of jewelry, such as
lapel buttons, have been approved for sale by the imperial office and
profits from these sales have found their way into the imperial bank
account. The sale of phonograph records and literature has provided
additional income for the imperial office as well as Imperial Wizard
Shelton personally.

Jontributions are customarily solicited from the audiences at public
rallies sponsored by the United Klans of America. Althongh the
committee believes that substantial sums have been netted by this pro-
cedure, the distribution of such funds is difficult to establish. 'The
committee’s hearings contain documentation of a sizable income to
the UKA Realm of North Carolina as a result of public rallies, but

14 Thig klan term has heen gpelled in a varlety of wavs. Althoneh orieinally spelled
“klecktokon' in the copyrighted laws of Simmons' klan, the eonstitutions of the present-
day United Klans and Natlonal Knl;i-hta refer to Initlation fees as “‘klectokons.” The White
Knights refer to “‘kleetokens,” while the Orlginal Knlghts have come up wlth “keleck-
tokens "

18 Increased from 25 eents to 50 cents at the klonvokatlon held in Blrmingham, Ala,, In
September 1064.
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other beneficiaries are well concealed. There is every reason to believe
that the imperial wizard shares in this lucrative source of revenue.
His personal appearance is the drawing card at most klan rallies, and
the committee has evidence that Shelton has requested and received
“speaker’s” fees. Nevertheless, the committee was unable to locate
cash deposits to either the imperial bank account of the United Klans
or Shelton’s personal account which could be identified as proceeds
from klan ralll)ies. Neither the United Klans as an organization, nor
its officers as individuals, have ever declared sums received from rallies
as income when filing Federal tax returns.

Funds solicited and received for the defense of klansmen arrested as
a result of murder, bombings, and other violent acts, likewise have not
been deposited into the imperial bank account, Funds for the de-
fendants in the Viola Liuzz, murder case were found to be concealed
in at least two separate accounts: the Whiteman’s Defense Fund,
()Pened with a $1,000 check drawn against the imperial account of the
UKA, and the UKA Defense Fund. Money from various States for
defendants in the Lemuel Penn murder case was sent to the exalted
cyclops of n UKA klavern in Athens, Ga., Tom Whitehead. Although
the UKA contributed to the defense of the McComb, Miss., bombers
in 1964, the committee was unable to locate n bank account reflecting
disbursements for this purpose.

THE ALABAMA RESCUE BERVICE

The United Klans of America maintained its imperial account in a
Tuscaloosa, Ala., bank under the cover name, “Alabama Rescue Serv-
ice.” Funds deposited in this account almost exclusively represented
the imperial tax (i.e., 50 cents of each klansman’s monthly dues).

Beginning in May 1964, funds were disbursed from this account by
checks cosigned by Imperial Wizard Robert M. Shelton and Mrs.
Shelton, who used the alias “James J. Hendrix.” Prior to the time
that Mrs. Shelton cosigned checks, Mrs. Carol Long, an iinperial office
employee, performed the same function, using the alias “T. M.
Montgomery.”

The UKA constitution provides that funds must be disbursed jointly
by the imperial wizard and the imperial klabee (treasurer). Neither
of the two women cosigning checks had ever held the office of treas-
urer; nor has the committee been able to locate any individuals in the
United Klans who actually bore the name of Hendrix or Montgom-
ery. In spite of the public disclosure in October 1965 of this viola-
tion of the UKA constitution, Mrs, Shelton continued: as late as May
1966 to sign checks with the name “James J. Hendrix.” This dis-
bursement. procedure meant that Shelton exercised sole control over
funds in the imperial account. It is apparent to the committee that
Shelton not only disbursed funds as he saw fit, but also disbursed
most. of them to his personal advantage.

Rank-and-file members of the United Klans and realm officers who
were willing to divulge information to the committee pled ignorance as
to the disposition of portions of initintion fees and dues paymnents sent
to higher klan authorities, Knowledge with respect to the disposition
of funds collected at klan rallies was similarly restricted to.a small
clhique of klan officials, who refused to divulge the secret when ques-
tioned by the committee in public hearings.
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As previously stated, the committee obtained records of the bank
account of the Alabama Rescue Service (ARS) as well as the personal
account. of Robert Shelton. Checks deposited in the Alabama Rescue
Service account. were mainly from local klaverns and were made pay-
able to the ARS, UKA, or Shelton personally. A few checks deposited
in the ARS account were payable to 7'he Fiery Cross, oflicial UKA
publication, or to the UKA for o paperback publication dealing with
the Selma-Montgomery, Ala., civil rights march. However, most
checks for the paperback publication were deposited in Shelton’s per-
sonal aceount.,

Between February and May 1966, a total of $1,509 was deposited
in Shelton’s personal bank account, which represented mostly $2
checks payable to Shelton, the UKA, or 7'he Fiery C'ross for paper-
back publications on civil rights demonstrations, However, there were
no withdrawals from Shelton’s personal nccount which would indicate

myments to the publishing firms for the publications. The inference
1s strong that UKA funds were used to purchase the hooklets, which
were then resold to klansmen for Shelton’s personal profit.  On Febru-
ary 23 and April 12, 1966, Shelton drew c‘wcks against the Alabama
Rescue » Service account in the amounts of $2,415 and $1,890, re-
spectively.  The two checks ' were payable to the American South-
ern Publishing Co., of Montgomery, Ala., which prints official UKA
literature such as 7'he Fiery Cross. On April 12, 1966, the publish-
ing company in turn paid $1,077 to Shelton, who deposited the sum
in his personal bank account, The committee hias no knowledge of the
type o} services, if any, rendered by Shelton to the American Southern
Publishing Co, .

Recent withdrawals from the Alubama Rescue Service account for
the purpose of compensating present national klan ofticers are ex-
tremely revealing.

On April 12, 1966, the imperial wizard wrote a check to cash in
the amount. of $6,000 with the notation that it was “Accumulated
Salary—1965.” On May 7, 1966, Shelton wrote checks to himself and
the imperial kligrapp (secretary), Melvin Sexton; each check was
in the amount of $196.81. On May 13, 1966, Shelton again wrote
checks in the same amount payuble to himself and Sexton, Tt appears
that, as of May 7, 1966, the imperial wizard and imperial kligrapp
began drawing weekly salaries of $196.81, This rate of compensation
from klan dues would provide them with annual salaries in excess
of $10,000.
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This compensation, of course, does not reflect distribution of funds
received at hundreds of public rallies held throughout the South b
the United Klans of America. Nor does it include checks which Shel-
ton has drawn against the Alabama Rescue Service account to pay
purely personal obligations.!’

The committee’s investigation documented the fact that the United
Klans of America, Inc., was guilty of tax evasion in failing to report
total income. Because of the secret nature of the klan, funds which
it obtains are extremely difficult to trace. However, the committee did
establish that during fiscal year ending June 30, 1965, Shelton re-

orted on a Federal corporate income tax return that UKA income
rom all sources was only $18,487.60. Yet UKA’s principal bank
account, concealed under the name of the Alabama lkescue Service,
alone received deposits of $18,036.95. If Shelton had reported, as he
should have, the Income of klaverns and realms, an accurate return
would have reflected a gross income in excess of $100,000.

Shelton in a sense acknowledged this obligation when he was
interviewed by a Federal internal revenue agent after this committee
sought to review the tax returns of the UKA’s North Carolina Realm.
Stated Shelton:

The Realm of North Carolina is simply a geographic subdivision of the
national chapter and is used only to identify a given area; that Is, the State of
North Carolina. It is not an organization and has no funds, income, or expenses.
Therefore, no returns are due.

In spite of Shelton’s statement, the committee found that funds of
the North Carolina Realm of the UKA were deposited into three sep-
arate bank accounts in North Carolina. An analysis of these accounts
veflected that deposits during the fiscal year ending June 30, 1965,
totaled $14,808.25. This figure does not' include income retained by the
local klaverns in North Carolina. Excluding robe income, the committee
conservatively estimates gross income of klaverns in North Carolina—
from initiation fees, dues, and fundraising activities—to bhe an addi-
tional $40,000 for the 1965 fiscal year.

UKA’s gross income for the fiscal year 1965 would, therefore, exceed
$70.,000 if the gross income of only one realm, North Carolina, were
added to the funds deposited into the national Alabama Rescue
Service account.

The income of the North Carolina Realm was derived chiefly from
“passing the hat” at public klan rallies in that State. From inter-
views and testimony the committee is convinced that the funds re-
flected in the realm’s accounts do not even constitute all of the income
from that source. Klan leaders on both National and State levels
have unques‘ionably taken their share off the top of the stacks of
greenbacks before deposits are made. Because this income is in cash,
the exact amount received is impossible to establish.

In view of an upsurge in klan activity prior to committec hearings,
the committee estimates that the UKA'’s gross income during the first
6 months of fiscal year 1966 (i.e., July~December 1965) cqualed its
$100,000-plus income for the entire preceding fiscal year.

170n Apr. 28, 1968. Shelton wrote a check to Perking Cablnet Shop In the amount of
$034.21. Tle purpose of this payment from the national klan account 18 not known. The
cabinet shop is owned by W. O. Perkins, previously identified in this report as the Imperiul
klabee (treasurer) of the United Klans of America.

08-436 0—68———1
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Wurre Kntonts or THE Ku Krux Kran, Mississippr

As previously noted, the Original Knights of Louisiana created an
organization in Mississippi in the fall of 1963 which was soon wracked
with internal dissension. When the top Mississippi officers, Douglas
Byrd and Edward L. McDaniel, were expelled in December 1963, the
Mississippi section of the Original Knights became practically
inoperative,

ominittee investigation has revealed that in February 1964 ap-
proximately 200 former members of the Mississippi section of the
Original Knights met at Brookhaven, Miss., under the leadership of
Byrd and formed the White Knights of the Ku Klux Klan of Missis-
sippi. The avowed aim of the White Knights was to promote white
supremacy and to maintain segregation of the races. .
April 1964, according to the committee’s investigation, direction
of tfz,e White Knights was 1n the hands of Imperial Wizard Sam Hol-
loway Bowers, Jr. The office at 820 South Fourth Avenue in Laurel,
Miss., which Bowers used for his business ventures involving vending
machines and real estate, also served as headquarters for the White
Knights of the Ku Klux Klan.

Other high-ranking White Knights officers at this time were Grand
Dragon Julius Harper, of CrystaFSprin s, Miss.; Grand Giant Billy
Buckles, of Roxie; gtnte Organizer A, C.%ljerrington, of Ruth; Ernest
S. Giilbert, of Brookhaven, chief of the Klan Bureau of Investigation;
and Paul Foster, of Natchez, grand kludd (chaplain).

ORUANIZATIONAL STRUCTURE

The White Knights adopted a constitution ** which provided for
an organizational structure quite distinct from that of other klans,
past and present. The constitution restricts White Knights opera-
tions to the State of Mississippi in contrast to other klan constitu-
tions which allowed for development into a national organization.

The appearance of a democratically run organization was created
by constitutional provisions for a White Knights legislature con-
sisting of two parlinmentary bodies—the klanburgesses and the
klonvocation. The klanburgesses, consisting of all klansmen in good
standing, had the exclusive authority to call the upper house—the
klonvocation——into session. The lower house also had power to deter-
mine the agenda for the klonvocation, which could be convened to
elect top klan officers, fix dues rates, or enact laws and constitutional
amendments. Their system of government is not duplicated in any
other klan organization.

The White Knights klonvocation, in session, would be somewhat
similar to the klonvokations (national conventions) of other klans.
Delegates to a White Knights klonvocation were cnlled senators and
only one senator could be elected from ench Mississippi county no mat-
ter how many White Knights units were located therein. Other klan
constitutions generally authorized every klavern to send delegates to
national conventions.

Committee investigations uncovered no evidence that senators were
ever actually elected and a White Knights klonvocation convened.

1 Reproduced as exhibit in the appendix to this report, p. 253,
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The committee does have knowledge of many meetings attended by
White Knights officers on province, congressional district, and State
levels at which officers were elected, funds allocated, and the constitu-
tion revised in violation of procedures spelled out in the klan’s
constitution,

Imperial Wizard Sam Bowers has constantly referred to the White
Knights as a kind of military operation and it is apparent to the com-
mittee that the organization functions in fact according to military
rather than democratic procedures, with Bowers all powerful in the
role of commander in chief. -

The official hierarchy of the White Knights was smaller than other
klans and a different nomenclature was employed. The imperial wiz-
ard was assisted on a State level by a grand dragon, grand giant, grand
chaplain, and grand director of the Klan Bureau of Investigation.
The klan organization within the State was successively divided into
congressional districts, provinces (a combination of counties), and
klaverns.

The grand director of the Klan Bureau of Investigation coordinates
the work of province investigators and klavern investigators gknown
within the klavern as the klokan), in addition to a number of “execu-
tive” (ilnvestigators who are appointed by and report to the imperial
wizard. '

These White Knights investigators are the eyes and ears of the klan,
They investigate members whose actions are suspicious, particularly
watching for those who might be supplying information to law en-
forcement agencies, Federal and State. Outside the klan, they investi-
gate persons and organizations active in civil rights activities and rec-
ommend harassment such as cross burnings or acts of violence such as
beatings, burnings and bombings. As White Knights officers, the in-
vestigators may authorize and even participate in acts of violence.
IHowever, acts of extermination (murder) require the approval of the
imperial wizard, who is supposed to obtain the advice and counsel of
the grand chaplain, Within the United Klans of America, the afore-
mentioned investigative functions are assigned to klokann committees
and intelligence committees.

The oath administered to White Knights recruits also differed from
that of other klans. For example, a member of the White Knights
flatly limited his support of the Constitution of the United States
of America to the document “as originally written.” He swore, in
addition, to die to preserve “Christian civilization.” A White Knight
also bound himself “unto my grave” never to be the cause of a breach
of secrecy or any other act which might be detrimental to the integrity
of the White Knights.

While the usual klan oath exempts a klansman from his pledge of
secrecy when murder, rape, and treason is involved (in language but
not in practice), the White Knights allowed no exceptions. However,
qualifications for membership in the White Knights proscribe mem-
bership by those who have ever engaged in acts of murder, rape, or
treason,

Committee investigation of the various klans established that much
of the language in such documents as constitutions and membership
oaths is mere window dressing. Only a few provisions, such as protec-
tion of the secrecy of the klans, are actually enforced.
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Ironically, the White Knights alleged dedication to the Constitution
of the United States “as originally written” did not prevent them from
relying on constitutional amendments to challenge various criminal
indictments of White Knights members. The White Knights, in fact,
had urged dismissal of indictments on the ground that Negroes were
excluded from the juries handing down the indictments. Imperial
Wizard Bowers and more than two dozen other individuals identified
as officers or members of the White Knights also continually invoked
a combination of amendments to the U.S, Constitution us justification
for refusing to answer questions during this committee’s public inves-
tigative hearings in January and February 1966,

GROWTIL AND DECLINE OF THE WHITE KNIGHTS

After its formation; the influence of the White Knights spread
rapidly through the State. XKlaverns were established in approxi-
mately one-half of the State’s 82 counties. At the zenith of its power
in the fall of 1964, the White Knights could claim a total of approxi-
mately 6,000 active members.

Unlike other major klan organizations, the White Knights has been
so extremely secret in its operations that it has never been known to
sponsor public rallies or functions, and none of its leaders will admit
publicly to any association with the organization. The elaborate se-
curity regulations adopted by the White Knights to protect its mem-
bers and units from detection by outsiders are described in the follow-
ing chapter.’® The organization has also placed great emphasis on
so-called intelligence operations which involve gathering information
on the klan’s “enemies,” as well as those within the klan who might be
security risks. Every klansman was called upon to engage in such
intelligence work and report his findings to a klavern “investigator”
who had the responsibility of transmitting the information to higher
klan authorities, '

Although the White Knights dominated the Mississippi klan move-
ment, by September 1964 they were being challenged by organizers
for the United Klans of America, As reviously noted,* defections
from the White Knights to the United Klans steadily mounted dur-
ing the summer and fall of 1964 through the leadership of Edward
L. McDaniel. McDaniel, heretofore a province investigator for the
White Knights, was recognized at the United Klans national klonvo-
kation in ﬁirminghtun in September 1964 as grand dragon of the
UKA’s new Mississippi Realm,

Between May 1964 and the opening of this committee’s hearings in
October 1965, whole klaverns previously affiliated with the White
Knights had transferred their allegiance to the United Klans, Con-
tinuing committee investigation revealed that, as of January 1967,
membership of the White Knights had dropped to an estimated 400
members,

The White Knights membership losses appeared to be due princi-
pally to (1) the challenge of the %nited KIl)ans with its superior or-

anizational ability and systematic use of public rallies to espouse the
lan cause, and (2) the publicly disclosed involvement of the White

e —————————

1 See p. 69,
» Bee p. 80.
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Knights in acts of violence such as bombings, beatings, burnings, and
murder during the years 1964-1966. Alﬁlsough the violent image
of the White %(nights was a factér in many switches to the United
Klans, the committee discovered that a number of violence-prone mem-
bers of the White Knights had actually gone over to the United Klans
on the grounds that the White Knights was not militant enough.

The White Knights utilized front organizations and other devices
to conceal klan activity from public view. The White Christian Pro-
tective and Legal Defense Fund was a front organization created and
completely controlled by the White Kni%hts. It was publicly adver-
tise({ as a vehicle to collect funds for the legal defense of those persons
arrested in connection with the murder of three civil rights workers
near Philadelphia, Miss., in July 1964. The bulk of the funds, in
fgct-, went to finance operations of the White Knights of the Ku Klux
Klan.

Another front organization of the White Knights was WASP, Inc.,
ndvertised as a nonprofit organization dedicated to the Christian-
American heritage. .The initials stood for White Anglo-Saxon Prot-
estant. WASP reportedly was designed to enlist persons in the State
who were sympathetic to the aims of the White Knights but who could
not afford to be linked with a klan organization. One of the mimeo-
graphed bulletins circulated publicly as a service of WASP, Inc., was
a lengthy litany of hate against Jews.? :

The White Knights used the cover name “Mississippi White
Caps” 22 on mimeographed bulletins distributed publicly in an effort to
discredit individuals and organizations considered hostile to the klan’s
white supremacist objectives, White Knights documents which are ex-
hibits to this report show that all local ynits were expected to write,
print, and distribute “propaganda” as one of their “primary” funec-
tions. The klan’s “intelligence” work provided the material for its
printed propaganda. Elaborate precautions were taken to forestall
disclosure of the source of the publications. A White Knights direc-
tive indicated that the klan considered propaganda “a weapon of mod-
ern war” which could serve to destroy its enemies “socially’” and
“economically.” The importance of this weapon was described thusly:

The importance of Propaganda in this struggle simply cannot be overempha-
sized. If we can mould and maintain favorable public opinion, we can attain our
objective, God God (sic) Willing. If we permit our enemies and opponents to con-
vince the public that THEY are Good, and WE are Bad, we will eventually lose,
regardless of how many of the enemy that we kill.®

Committee investigation uncovered the names and locations of 52
klaverns which were established by the White Knights in the State
of Mississippi in the period 1964-66. They are listed on page 163 of
this report. In view of the previously noted membership losses, many
of the listed klaverns are no longer in existence, and a number of the
klaverns are currently afliliates of the United Klans of America,

ﬂé]{;tf;lsﬁglleun in the name of WASP, Ine., is reproduced as an exhibit in the appendlx,
pp. 293, .

22 A two-page bulletin issued by the Misstssippl White Caps appears as an exhibit in the
appendix. pp. 295, 206.

23 See Executive Lecture of Mar. 1, 1964, In appendix, pp. 164-168. Some of the effects of
the White Knights propaganda eampalgn, which generally involved seurrilous charges im-
pug%{(l)glt&e honesty and morals of indlviduals opposed by the klan, are described In eh, VI,
pp' ' . -
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Tire OriciNaL KnN1onrs oF THE Ku Krux KrLaN

Prior to 1960, there had been no effective klan activity in the State
of Louisiana for several decades. The klan was reactivated in Louisi-
ana late in 1960 by Roy E. Davis of Dallas, Texas. Although he held
the title of imperial wizard of the Original Ku Klux Klan, Davis
actually exercised little leadership over the Louisiana section of his
organization during the brief period he remained in the imperial
wizardship.

Direction of the new Louisiana klan rested with J. D. Swenson of
Bossier City, La., who was the national kleagle (organizer) as well
as grand dragon. Swenson in turn recruited another Louisianan,
Royal V. Young, who was appointed to a succession of offices culminat-
ing in that of imperial dragon in early 1963.24

The avowed purpose of the Louisiana klan, which is also referred to
as the Original Knights of the Ku Klux Klan, was to promote “Ameri-
canism” and white supremacy and to maintain segregation of the
races.?*

Up to the fall of 1963, the Original Knights confined their activities
and recruiting to the State of Lounisiana. Thereafter, they moved into
Arkansas and Mississippi.

In Mississippi, under the direction of J. D, Swenson, some 300 Mis-
sissippians joined the Original Knights and prospects for further re-
cruiting in the State of Mississippi seemed bright. In Arkansas, the
Original Knights formed some klaverns in the area of 1 Dorado and
Crockett but never gained much of a foothold in that State.

Within Louisiana itself, the Original Knights attained considerable
strength in three separate areas of the State: the area surrounding the
cities of Shreveport and Bossier City, the area of Monroe, and an
area roughly corresponding to the limits of the State’s Sixth Congres-
sional District, which included the city of Bogalusa.

Dissension over the personal profits being made by Swenson and
Young developed within the ranks of the Original Knights starting
in 1963. In December 1963, Douglas Byrd, wﬁo had been appointed
temporary grand dragon of the Mississippi Realm of the Original
Knights, and another Mississippi officer, Edward L. McDaniel, were
expelled by Swenson. Byrd and MceDaniel had charged Swenson with
pocketing the profits from the sale of klan robes. Swenson’s expul-
sion order against his two Mississippi officers nccused them of slander-
ing and threatening klan leaders and encouraging a revolt against
klan rules. The bulk of the Original Knights membership in Missis-
sippi followed Byrd early in 1964 into a new organization named tha
White Knights of the Ku Klux Klan of Mississippi.

"]Yout;’ltestmed before the committee on July 28, 1965, in an executive session later
made publie,

® A consatitution adopted by the Original Knights is reproduced as an exhibit in the
apnendix to this report. See pp. 207-310.

Basle klan documents sueh as the constitution, printed membership app]icatlon blanks
and recruiting lterature carry the simple title, “‘Original Ku Klux Klan Following the
ouster of Swenson and Young from the klan leadership early in 1984, the new leaders
commonly referred to the organization as the “Original Ku Klux Klan of Louislana” and
that title is found on printed hate literature 18sued by the klan during 1965 and early 10686,

The Loulsiana klan 18 also frequently referred to as the Original Knlqnta of the Ku
Klux Klan and this title I8 used hy the committee in its public {nvestigative hearlngs as
well as in this report.
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DISSENSION LEADS TO THREE-WAY SPLIT

The internal strifc within the organization in Louisiana led to the
removal, early in 1964, of Royal V. Young and J. D. Swenson on
charges of misappropriating klan funds for their personal use. Dur-
ing the Young-Swenson administration, the Original Knights had
maintained bank accounts under the cover name, “Louisiana Rifle
Association.”

Murry H. Martin and Billy Skipper moved into the command of
the Original Knights with the understanding that elections for per-
manent. officers of the faction-ridden organization would be held in 6
months, Houston P, Morris, one of the lesser officials, was given as-
surances that he would obtain teop office when elections were held.
Martin’s faction, connimittee investigation revealed, nsed the interven-
ing months fo consolidate its control and eliminate any influence by
Morris and his supporters. The result was a three-way split in the
organization in the fall of 1964.

Houston P. Morris withdrew his forces, largely located in the area
of Monroe, La., and started a new organization known as the Original
Ku Klux Klan of America, Inc. Incorporation papers for the Mon-
roe-based group, headed by “Imperial Wizard” Morris, were filed
with the Louisiana secretary of state on January 26, 1965.2°¢ By late
April, Morris had withdrawn from direction of the new klan. In
June 1965, Morris and the bulk of the membership joined Shelton’s
United Klans of America. The Original Ku Klux Klan of America,
Inc., nevertheless still managed to maintain a separate existence as of
the fall of 1965.

A second faction which operated independently after splitting away
from Murry Martin’s organization in the fall of 1964 was headed by
Grand Dragon Charles Christmas, of Amite, La., and Grand Titan
Saxon Farmer, of Bogalusa. It is composed of the Original Knights
membership within the Sixth Congressional District of Louisiana, in-
cluding Bogalusa.?” This group adopted the cover name, “Anti-Com-
munist Christian Association.” Articles of incorporation for the
ACCA. were notarized on December 1, 1964, and filed with the secre-
tary of state.

The United Klans organizing drive in Louisiana in 1965 succeeded
in recruiting most of the membership away from the Sixth Congres-
sional District faction of the Original Knights. Most prominent con-
vert to the United Klans was the faction’s second-ranking officer,
Saxon Farmer. .

The section of the Original Knights of the Ku Flux Xlan which
remained loyal to Grand Dragon Murry H. Martin drew most of its
membership from the Shreveport-Bossier City arvea of the State.
When Martin took over the organization early in 1964, the klan
adopted the cover name “Christian Constitutional Crusaders” to con-
ceal its financial transactions with local banks. Following the three-
way split in the Original Knights in the fall of 1964, Martin’s sec-
tion of the klan continued to use the same cover name. Represent-

22 Sae exhiblt In appendix, pp. 320324,

#1'fo distinguish this group from the Original Knights of the Ku Klux Klan headed by
Murrf' Martin, it has been referred to In the committee's hearin ag the Sixth Con-
gressional District faction of the Original Knights of the Ku Xlux Klan.
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atives of this faction of the Original Knights attend meetings of

the National Association of Ku Klux Klan headed by James Venable:

Leadership has remained in the hands of Grand Dragon Martin, as-

sistedd by Billy Skipper and P. I. Morgan. Membership has been

declining since 1964, however, and many of the klaverns afliliated with

the Martin faction have become inactive. )
The committee interrogated past and present. officers of all factions
of the Original Knights during its public investigative hearings in
1965-66. By the time the hearings opened in October 1965, however,
the United Klans of America had superseded the Original Knights
as the predominant klan in the State of Louisiana.

The Original Knights of the Ku Klux Xlan had reached the height
of its power in the summer of 1964 when it could claim approximate-
ly 1,000 members. The committee estimates that, as of January 1967,
the total membership of all the factions of the Original Knights did
not, exceed 250,

The 46 klaverns which the committee discovered to have operated at
one time or another in the period 1964--66 as affiliates of the Original

/Knights of the Ku Klux Klan are listed on pages 147, 148 of this
" report.
NatioNaL Kn1onTs oF THE Ku Krux Krawn

Records of the Superior Court of DeKalb County, Ga., show that the
National Knights of the Ku Klux Klan, Inc., received its corporate
charter on November 1, 1963, as an alleged patriotic, secret and benevo-
lent order.

Original incorporators of this organization were William Hugh
Morris, of Buchanan, Ga.; H. G. Hill, of Atlanta; Wally Butter-
worth, whose address at that time was Stone Mountain, Ga.; and
James R. Venable, also of Stone Mountain.?® Headquarters of the
National Knights is located on the second floor of the Carl Garman
Building in Tucker, Ga.

Committee investigation established that the prime movers in estab-
lishing the National Knights as a. corporate organization were James
R. Venable, the imperial wizard since its incorporation, and Wallace
Butterworth. )

Venable, according to his own testimony before this committee,?
first became & member of the Knights of the Ku Klux Klan in 1924 and
has been associated with one or another klan organization ever since.
After the dissolution of the Knights in 1944, Venable was a member
of the Association of Georgin Klans; the Federated Ku Klux Klans
led by William Hugh Morris; the U.S. Klans; and the United Klans
of America, Inc. With the U.S, Klans and the United Klans, Venable
held the title of “imperial klonsel” (legal adviser). As imperial
klonsel of the United Klans, Venable from the period 1961 to late 1962
also served on the imperial board of the organization,

Investigation of the background of Wallace Butterworth revealed
he at one time held the position of public relations director-of the
United Klans of America. As such he was also a member of the im-
perial board.

= The artlcles of Incorporation are reproduced as an exhlblt In the appendix, pp. 325-328.
® Venable testified In exccutive sesslon on Oct. 6, 19685, and in public session on Feb. 15,
1966. His executive testimony was subsequently made public.
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NATIONAL ASS80CIATION OF KU KLUX KILAN

At some time between 1961 and the incorporation of the National
Knights in 1963, both Venable and Butterworth broke with the
United Klans of America and concentrated their efforts on attempting
to unite all klan groups under their leadership. As early as the year
1960, Venable had participated in meetings along with William Hugh
Morris and other klan leaders to explore possﬁi]ities of forming a
monolithic klan movement along the lines of the Knights of the Ku
Klux Klan. Such efforts have had no success to date because the
largest of the klan groups, the United Klans of America, has never
shown interest in losing its identity by a merger with other klans.

Merger efforts did result in the creation in the early 1960’s of a Na-
tional Association of Ku Klux Klan,* over which Venable has served
as “chairman” in recent years. This is nothing more than a loosely
knit federation of small autonomous klans. Members of the associa-
tion at present or in the recent past include the Association of Ar-
kansas Klans; the Association of Georgia Klans; the Association of
South Carolina Klans; Dixie Klans, Knights of the Ku Klux Klan;
National Knights of the Ku Klux Klan, Inc.; Original Knights of
t}:?le Ku Klux Klan; U.S. Klans; and the United Florida Ku Klux

an.

Delegates from each member klan are supposed to meet three times
each year. On September 6, 1964, the association elected the follow-
ing slate of officers: James R. Venable, chairman; P. L. Morgan, of
the Original Knights in Louisiana, klaliff; I, T. (Ted) Shearouse,
Jr., of the Association of Georgia Klans, kligrapp and klabee; Charles
H. Maddox, of the Association of Georgia Kﬁms, klokard; H., G.
Hill, of the National Knights, kludd; Walter Rogers, of the United
Florida Ku Klux Klan, kladd; Flynn Harvey, of National Knights,
klarogo; Robert E. Hodges, of tge Association of South Carolina
Klans, night-hawk. A short time later, Murry H. Martin, of the
Original Knights of Louisiana, was appointed klokann chief for the
association,

SCOPE OF NATIONAL KENIGHTS LIMITED

The National Knights of the Ku Klux Klan apparently began oper:-,
ating as an independent organization some time prior to its actual
incorporation on November 1, 1963. Butterworth left the organization
in 1964. The imperial kloncilium (council) of the National Knights
wag composed in 1965 of Imperial Wizard Venable, H. G. Hill, im-
perial kludd, and William Hugh Morris, imperial klaliff,’

The National Knights organized klaverns in the States of Georgia,
North Carolina, Ohio, Alabama, and Louisiana. The klan is a loose-
knit organization, especially outside of the State of Georgia. Little
leadership appears to be exerted by Venable outside of Georgia.

The klan 13 relatively ineffective and membership has always been
small. As of January 1967, the committee estimates that the National

% The federation has also been referred to by Ita leaders as the National Assoclatlon of
Ku Klux Klan of America and the National Knights of the Ku Klux Klan Assoclation,

3 When Willlam Hugh Morris appeared-a8 a witness in the committee’s public investiga-
tive hearings on Feb. 14, 1966, he testifled that he was no longer a member of the klonellium
of the National Knights,
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Knights of the Ku Klux Klan had a membership of approximately
100.

Committee investigation established the existence of 11 separate
klaverns of the National Knights of the Ku Klux Klan located as
follows: North Carolina, one klavern; Georgia, four klaverns; Ala-
bama, one klavern ; Louisiana, two klaverns; and Ohio, three klaverns.

The State of North Carolina has issued to the National Knights a
certificate of authority to do business in that State. The State of
Ohio, after issuing a charter to the National Knights, later revoked
that charter in an effort to stop klan operations in that State.’*> The
National Knights during 1964 and 1965 had made a concerted effort
to establish themselves as the main klan organization in Ohio. Na-
tional Knights succeeded in creating at least three klaverns located at
Columbus, Cincinnati, and Oregonia, Ohio. As of January 1967, how-
over, these units were to all intents and purposes inactive. Parkie
Scott, of Oregonia, is the nominal organizer for Venable in Ohio.

Despite his protestations that only men of good character are ac-
cepted as members of the National Knights, James Venable recruited
into his organization two individuals with unsavory records who be-
came his chief organizers. The individuals were Colbert Raymond
McGriff, who was expelled from the United Klans of America after
a shooting incident in Griffin, Ga., described in detail in another sec-
tion of this report, and Earl Holcombe, whose record begins with
violent demonstrations at the University of Georgia while still 2 mem-
ber of the U.S. Klans, ,

Under the leadership of McGriff and Holcombe, a small violence-
prone group was organized within the National Knights of the Ku
Klux Klan. Membership and activities of this group, known as the
Black Shirts, were supposed to remain extremely secret. Committee
investigation revealed that members of the Black Shirts of the Na-
tional Knights of the Ku Klux Klan included such men as Joseph
Howard Sims and Cecil Myers who, while members of the United
Klims, were charged with the murder of Lt. Col. Lemuel Penn in
July 1964,

enable denies any knowledge of the existence of this hard-core
roup within his National-Knights. He nevertheless was aware of the
»ackground of Holcombe and McGriff when he entrusted them with
positions of responsibility within his organization. They have served
on his degree team which administers oaths to prospective klansmen,
and have been given charters and membership applications to orga-
nize on behalf of the National Knights of the Ku Klux Klan.

Soon after the incident in which McGriff and other klansmen were
involved in Griffin, Ga., in April 1964, a group led by McGriff and
John Max Mitchell was formed in the area of Barnesville, Ga. This
group was known as the Vigilantes. The Vigilantes, during their
operation, espoused acts of violence against Negroes. They later
formed the nucleus of a klavern of the National Knights of the Ku
Klux Klan located in Barnesville, Ga.

8 The upf"cntlon for a certificate of authority to do business in the State of North Caro-
Hina, filed July 28, 1965, and articles of incorporation filed In the State of Ohio on Oct. 5.
1964 (and revoked by the secretary of state on Oct. 21, 1864), are reproduced as exhlbits
in the appendix, pp. 326-331, 332-1334.
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KNIGHTS OF THE KU KLUX KLAN

In the summer of 1965, what appeared to be a new klan was sponsor-
ing rallies and recruiting members in the State of Ohio under the
announced leadership of William Hugh Morris. The organization
was called the Knights of the Ku Klux Klan. Tt gave the public
appearance of being an independent klan organization.

ommittee investigation established, however, that the Knights
of the Ku Klux Klan was crealed at a meeting of the National Knights
of the Ku Klux Klan, Inc.,, in Tucker, Ga., in April 1965. At this
meeting—attended by National Knights officers James Venable, Wil-
liam Hugh Morris, H. G. Hill, and others—discussion indicated that
the formation of an unincorporated Knights of the Ku Klux Klan
was motivated by a desire to avoid possible legal problems confront-
ing an incorporated klan organization. For example, delegates to
the meeting were reportedly convinced that this committee’s investi-
gation of klan organizations would not extend to the subpenaing of
unincorporated klan groups.®

At the meeting which established the Knights of the Ku Klux
Klan, Morris was named “Imperial Wizard” (although he publicly
used the title, “Imperial Emperor”) and James Venable accepted the
position of treasurer and legal counsel. ‘

The only operations actually conducted in the name of the Knights
of the Ku Klux Klan were in the State of Ohio under the direction
of Morris and Venable, assisted by other individuals actually holding
membership in the National Knights of the Ku Klux Klan, Inec. -

As previously noted, the secretary of state in Ohio had revoked the
Ohio charter of the National Xnights of the Ku Klux Klan, Inc., in
1964. The committee obtained a copy of a letter written by Venable on
July 8, 1965, to an official of the National Knights in Ohio. This letter
clearly revealed that the use of the name “Knights of the Ku Klux
IKlan” was no more than a legal contrivance of the National Knights.
Venable wrote:

* % * Qince the charter of the National Knights of the Ku Kiux Klan was
revolked (slc) in Ohio we cannot legally operate there in that name therefore
Mr. Morris is operating under the Knights of the Ku Klux Klan which is not a
chartered organization, just an association.

The committee was not surprised, therefore, that individuals asso-
ciated with the Knights of the Ku Klux Klan in Ohio were also con-
sidered to be members of the National Knights of the Ku Klux Klan.

Investigation further disclosed that the Knights of the Ku Klux
Klan had for all practical purposes ceased to operate by the fall of
1965. This does not preclude the possibility that this organization, or
a similar unchartered association, will be utilized by klan leaders in
the future to circumvent technicalities of the law.

OTHER ENTERPRISES BY VENABLE

James R. Venable, with the assistance of Wally Butterworth, created
a number of organizations which might most appropriately be de-

3 When this committee subpenaed William Hugh Morris as a witness In Its public inves-
tigative hearings, it nevertheless called upon Morris to produce all books, records, etc., of
the aforementioned Knlshta of the Ku Klux Klan. Morris informed the committee that he
did not have any records of the organization in his possession or control.
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scribed as “fronts” for the ku klux klan. The deceptive titles of the
organizations were undoubtedly aimed at reaching citizens who would
reject an approach by an acknowledged klan. - .

The organizations were the Defensive Legion of Registered Ameri-
cans, Inc., chartered by the State of Georgia on April 11, 1962; a sub-
sidiary of the legion known as the Christian Voters & Buyers
League;?* and the Committee of One Million Caucasians To March on
Congress, organized in February 1964,

Through the Defensive Legion of Registered Americans, Venable
and Butterworth engagéd in the period 1962-64 in an anti-Negro and
anti-Jewish propaganda campaign. The campaign was based on the
production and sale of printed publications and phonograph records,
as well as broadcasts by Butterworth over a radio station in Atlanta,
Ga. Literature circulated in the name of the Defensive Iegion urged
“patriots” to buy rifles, shotguns, pistols, walkie-talkies, and food sup-
Plies for the forthcoming “war” to “take back our country” from a
‘tyrannical” government. ‘“Blood will surely flow,” the Iegion
asserted, ndding “Iet it flow!” Phonograph records narrated by But-
terworth also called upon citizens to arm themselves and prepare to
serve in a “citizens militia.”

The Committee of One Million Caucasians To March on Congress
&)roposed a mass descent. on the Nation’s Capital on July 4, 1964, to

wrest control of the U.S. Government from the Communist hands of
foreign Asiatic Jews and African Negroes * * *.” Although Venable
actually arrived in Washington on that July 4th weekend, the march
fizzled. Contributing to its failure were disagreements between Ven-
able and Butterworth over arrangements for the march, and the intru-
sion in the afTair of George Lincoln Rockwell’s American Nazi Party.

The Defensive I.egion of Registered Americans, Inc., the Christian
Voters & Buyers Ieague, and the Committee of One Million Cauca-
sians To March on Congress all became defunct in 1964, principally
as a result of the parting of the ways of James Venable and Wally
Butterworth.

Tue Unrtep Frorma Ku Krux Kran

The United Florida Ku Klux Klan was created at a meeting at
Orlando, Fla., on June 25, 1961, at which two previously indepengent
klan groups were merged into a single unit.

Merged were the Florida Ku Klux Klan and the United Ku Klux
Klan which hitherto had competed for members in the State of
Florida.

The Florida KKK, whose origin dates back to 1955, sent delegates
to meet with representatives of the United Ku Klux Klan, which at
the time was an organization made up of some of the remnants of the
Florida Realm of the U.8. Kluns. Members of the U.S. Klan’s Flo-
rida Realm had been in a state of confusion since the death of Imperial
Wizard Eldon Edwards in August 1960. ‘The United Ku Klux Klan
preferred a merger with the Florida KKK to joining forces with the

4 The charter of the Defensive Legion of Registered Americans, in which Venable held
the office of president and Butterworfh served as secretary, {s reproduced as an exhibit in
the appendix, pp. 335-338,

One of the propaganda campaigns of the subsidiary Christlan Voters & Buyers League
Is discussed In some detail in ch. V of this report, p. 02,
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then newly formed United Klans of America. It appears that there
was a reluctance on the part of the members of the two Florida klans
to pay dues to an organization having headquarters outside of the
State of Florida.

As a result of the June 1961 convention, Jason E. Kersey, of Sam-
sula, Fla., was named “Grand Dragon” of the new United Florida Ku
Klux Klan. Kersey continues to serve as “grand dragon” which, rather
than “imperial wizard,” is the title of the chief executive officer of this
organization. However, he has been in poor health since early 1965,
and most of his duties have since been carried out by his son, Richard
Kersey, of Samsula, the kligrapp (secretary) ; and Alton Cooksey, of
Jacksonville, the klaliff (vice president). When Cooksey did not seek
reelection as klaliff in September 1965, the Kersey family assumed
sole direction of the United Florida Ku Klux Klan.?® Headquarters
of this group continues to be the home of Jason Kersey in Samsula,
Fla.

After its establishment in 1961, the United Florida Ku Klux Klan
became the dominant klan organization in the State. As of June
1966, the klan’s dominance was being challenged by the United Klans
of America whose Florida grand dragon, Boyd Hamby, has sought
to lure UFKKK members into Shelton’s organization. These at-
tempts have had some success, particularly because Jason Kersey’s
illness has limited the activities of the United Florida Ku Klix Klan.

Committee investigation of the United Florida Ku Klux Klan re-
vealed thut 24 separate klaverns of that organization existed in the
State at one time or another during the period 1964 through 1966,

As of January 1967, it is estimated that the active membership of
the United Florida Ku Klux Klan was approximately 300, with the
heaviest concentration in the areas of Jacksonville, St. Augustine, and
Lakeland.

Representatives of the group have continued to be part of the
National Association of Ku Klux Klan under the chairmanship of
James R. Venable.

AsS50CIATION OF ARKANSAS KLANS

Another minor klan, whose existence dates back to the midfifties
when school desegregation became an issue in Arkansas, is the As-
sociation of Arkansas Klans.

Efforts by several organizations, mainly the Original Knights of
the Ku Klux Klan of Louisinna and the United Klans of America,
to absorb the small membership of this organization have been
unsuccessful,

As of January 1967, to the best of the committee’s knowledge, the
Association of Arkansas Klans maintained two small klaverns in the
State, operating as autonomous units, ‘

The units were located at Pine Bluff in Jefferson County and at
Texarkana in Miller County.

The committee has identified the leader of the former unit to be
Bill Williams, who formerly served as grand dragon of the Associa-
tion of Arkansus Klans. Teader of the latter unit is Luther Hardy

% Richard Kersey and numerous other State and local officers of the klan were questioned
at the committee's public hearings on Feb. 21 and 23, 1864,
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Scott, who is known to have met with leaders of other klans, including
P. L. Morgan of the Original Knights, in attempts to expand klan
operations in Arkansas, Representatives of the Association of Arkan-
slsas Klans were not called as witnesses in the committee’s investigative
1earings,

As of January 1967, the committee estimates the active membership
of the Association of Arkansas Klans at approximately 256 members.

AssociaTioN oF Grorara K1ANs

The Association of Georgia Klans was formed in 1960 by Charles
Homer Maddox and other ex-members of the U.S. Klans, Ig;lights of
the Ku Klux Klan, following the death of Eldon Edwards. This
organization is not connected in any way with Samuel Green's Asso-
ciation of Georgia Klans which had become extinct by the early 1950,

Headquarters of the Association of Georgia Klans is listed as Post
Office Box 41, Bloomingdale, Ga. (near Savannah), which is the mail-
ing address of Charles Maddox, the imperial wizard. Membership in
this organization was estimated to be approximately 25 active members
as of January 1967. At the start of the committee’s investigation in
1965, weekly meetings of this group were held at 314 Whitaker Street,
Savannah, Ga. .

The Association of Georgia Klans, although relatively unimportant
as an autonomous klan organization, is nssociated with the National
Association of Ku Klux K%a\n, headed by James R. Venable.

No officers or members 6f this organization were subpenaed to testify
in the committe’s investigative hearings.

THEe AssocIATION oF SouTn CAROLINA KLANS

The Association of South Carolina Klans was organized in the fall
of 1955 by ex-members of the defunct Association of Carolina Klans.

As previously noted, the Association of Carolina Klans was formed
in November 1949 by members who split away from the Association of
Georgia Klans, The Association of Carolina Klans had purposes and
policies identical to the Association of (Georgia Klans but confined its
activities to the States of North Carolina and South Carolina.

The Association of South Carolina Klans has restricted its recruit-
ment and activities since its inception to the State of South Carolina.
It has frequently sent representatives to klan meetings designed to
explore consclidation of klan organizations in various States. It is
‘)reaently one of the klans in the loose-knit confederation under the
eadership of James R. Venable, known as the National Association of
Ku Klux Klan. Meetings of this association have been irregular and
infrequent, however, and the Association of Carolina Klans continues
to retain its autonomy.

The announced purposes of the Association of South Carolina Klans
is to promote white supremacy and combat integration of the races.
The use of violence has been consistently disavowed by the leadership.

While the Association of South Carolina Klans is not incorporated
by the State of South Carolina; it has used the name “Majority Citi-
zens League of South Carolina,” which was incorporated in the State
in 1950, Both these organizations use Post Office Box 63, West Colum-
bia, S.C., for mailing and recruitment purposes.
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Activities of the ASCK from 1955 to the present time have in-
cluded rallies and cross-burnings and picketing of integrated busi-
ness places in addition to regular. meetings and recruiting drives.
Rallies of the organization in recent years have often featured speak-
ers from other klans; a particular favorite is James Venable, imperial
wizard of the National Knights of the Ku Klux Klan.

Affairs of the ASCK are under the control of a grand council
comprised of Aubrey Bolen, of Swansea, S.C.; Robert Hodges, Colum-
bia, S.C. (a U.S. postal employee) ; Cecil Belton Mims, West. Colum-
bia, S.C.; William B. Davis, Anderson, S.C.; and Coy Robinson,
Lancaster, S.C. -

In conjunction with the Majority Citizens League of South Caro-
lina, the Association of South Carolina Klans published a monthly
newspaper, Southland Standard, from August through December
1961. Publication ceased for lack of finaneial support.

Investigation by the committee disclosed the existence of eight
klaverns of the Xssociation of South Carolina Klans which were
active in South Carolina within the period 1964-66. The klaverns
are listed on page 146 of this report.

No members or officers of this organization were called as witnesses
in the committee hearings dealing with klan activities in the United
States.

The committee estimates that approximately 250 members were

enrolled in the Association of South Carolina Klans as of January
1967.

Dixie Krans, Knionts or tHE Ku Krox Kran, Inc.

The origin of the Dixie Klans, Knights of the Ku Klux Klan, Inc.,
dates back to the summer of the year 1957 when several members
were expelled from Klavern No. 1 of the U.S. Klan in Chattanooga,
Tenn., by the late Imperial Wizard Eldon Edwards. The Chatta-
nooga unit of .S, Klans was headed by Jack William Brown, who
became the imperial wizard of the hew Dixie Klans. His brother,
Harry Leon Brown, also became an incorporator and officer of the
Dixie Klans after being expelled from the U.S. Klans,

The Dixie Klans received a corporate charter from the Tennessee
secretary of state on October 25, 1957. Since that time, its activities
and membership have been confined for the most part to the area
around Chattanooga. Committee investigation revealed that the klan
did, however, maintain_active klaverns in the northwestern part of
(eorgia and another in the area of Anniston, Ala.

The Dixie Klans belonged to the National Association of Ku Klux
Klan headed by James Venable, and leaders of the Chattanooga-
based klan attended a number of meetings of this federation of smaller
klan groups. L

Until s death in the summer of 1965, Jack William Brown was
the guiding force behind the Dixie Knights. This organization was
always small in gize and relatively ineffective. After Brown’s death,
leadership was assumed by Charles Macon Roberts, of Chattanooga,
Tenn. In the summer of 1966 Roberts explored the possibility of
merging the membership of the Dixie Klans into the United Klans of
America. As of that time, the committee estimates that the Dixie
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Klans had approximately 150 members residing in Tennessee and
northern Georgin. Four klaverns known to have existed in the period
1964-66 are listed on page 146 of this report.

It might be noted that until the establishment of a Tennessee Realm
of the United Klans of America in 1962, the Dixie Klans was the
dominant klan in Tennessee.

Committee investigation disclosed that in its earlier years, the Dixie
Klans was repeatedly involved in bombings and other acts of violence.
In fact, Eldon Edwards had allegedly expelled his Chattanooga klav-
ern, which later beeame the Dixie Knights, because he felt they were
uncontrollable and too prone to violence,

When the committee started public hearings in 1965, the Dixie
Knights had dwindled to a position of relative unimportance in the
klan movement. No witnesses were called from this organization.

Ineroven Owoer or THE .S, Krnans, KN1aHTS OF THE
Ku Krux KrLaN, Inc.

Circumstances surrounding the formation of the Improved Order of
the U.S. Klans were discussed briefly in the preceding section dealing
with the U.S. Klans.

E. E. George, whose klan membership dates back to the 1920’s, has
been the imperial wizard of the Improved Order since its incorpora-
tion in the State of Georgia in November 1963.3¢ The headquarters of
the organization is located at George’s home in Lithonia, Ga.

At the time of its incorporation, this organization was comprised of
all of the klaverns of the U.S. Klans from which it had split, except
Kluvern 297, which continued in the U.S. Klans.

In the period 1964-66, the Improved Order had seven klaverns
located in Georgin, Alabama, and Florida. They are listed on page 146
of this report.

The Jacksonville, Fla., klaverns are known to have been dishanded
by December 1964. As of January 1967, most klaverns of the Im-
proved Order were inactive.

Meinbership was estimated to be approximately 100 as of January
1967. Finances were small and the mfluence of this organization in
the klan movement even smaller,

Representatives of this organization have attended meetings of the
National Association of Ku Klux Klan headed by James Venable. No
officers or members of the Improved Order of the U.S. Klans were sub-
penaed to testify during the committee’s investigative hearings.

Mississiprr KN1a1nits oF THE Ku Krnux Kran

The Mississippi Knights of the Ku Klux Klan was established in
late 1958 under the leadership of Walter F. Bailey. Headquarters of
the organization was at Gulfport, Miss.

This klan has always been very small in terms of membership and
effectiveness, and at no time during its entire history has it had more
than 25 active members.

» Articles of incorporation of the Improved Order of the U.8. Klane are reproduced as
an exhiblt in the appendlx, pp. 339-342.
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Since 1964, the Mississippi Knights has actually dwindled to a one-
man operation. Walter Bailey’s activities were apparently limited
to infrequent meetings with leaders of other klans in the National As-
sociation of Ku Klux Klan.

The recent death of leader Walter Bailey has rendered this orga-
nization to all intents and purposes defunct.

Minrrant Kniaurs or riie Ku Knox Knan, Froripa

The Militant Knights of the Ku Klux Klan was formed in the
spring of 1965 in Jacksonville, Fla., by former members of the United
Florida Ku Klux Klan, who left that organization because of the lack
of militancy on the part of the UFKKK leadership.

Membership in this organization has been congned to the Jackson-
ville area, where one active klavern was established.

The number of members has always been small, and as of January
1967, the membership was approximately 25.

At the time of the committee’s hearings, leadership of the Militant
Knights was in the hands of Imperial Wizard Donald J. Ballentine,
who appeared as a witness on February 23, 1966, and Grand Dragon
Gene Foreman.

Unirep Knicurs or e Ku Krux Krnan, Frorma

'The United Knights of the Ku Klux Klan was created by dissatisfied
members of the Florida Realni of the United Klans of America at a
convention held at Melbourne, Fla., on October 24, 1965.

Grand dragon of the new klan is Charles B. “Rip” Riddlehoover
of Fort Lauderdale, who was interrogated at this committee’s public
investigative hearings on February 23, 1966. Riddlehoover and other
former officers of the Florida section of the United Klans of America
left Shelton’s organization because of disagreements with Shelton’s
Florida grand dragon, Donald Cothran. Riddlehoover’s faction had
charged Cothran with mismanagement of klan funds and dictatorial
methods, including staging a mock election to put handpicked men in
important posts in the UK A’s Florida organization.

Initially, the United Knights of the Ku Klux Klan threatened to
take over all of the Florida membership of the UKA except for those
few klansmen who were loyal to Cothran. The group included in-
dividuals with previous convictions for felonies, and its leaders were
known to have made threats of violence. Riddlehoover and his top
lieutenant, Jack Grantham, were arrested in Miamj in QOctober 1965
on a traflic violation charge, to which was added a gun-carrying charge
against the grand dragon. Publicity given to the klan’s operations
and Jeadership as a result of the arrests helped to restrict the expansion
of the new klan,

Although the United Knights has never really gotten off the ground
as an effective klan organization, the defection of Riddlehoover and
others caused internal problems in the Florida operation of the UKA
from which the latter has not fully recovered.

The United Knights is known to have established one klavern in
the Davie, Fla. (Broward County), area, which is also known as the

98436 0—68———5
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Broward Fellowship -Club. TIts entire membership, as of January
1967, was approximately 50 active members.

Kx~rtairrs or rie Kv Krux Kran, FrLorimpa

This very small klan group under the leadership of Bill Hendrix
meets at Hendrix’s home in Oldsmar, Fla. It numbers less than 10 per-
sons. Itsonly activity in the past 5 years has been its infrequent meet-
ings.

Hendrix is a klan leader of long standing and has called his klan
organization, at various times, the Southern Knights of the Ku Klux
Klan, the Southern-Northern Knights, Knights of the White Camel-
lia, Order of the Rattlesnake, and Konsolidated Ku Klux Klans of the
Invisible Empire.

In 1961, Hendrix had publicly announced his retirement. from active
klan participation because he disapproved of the violence inherent in
klan organizations.

SumMmary orF LrapersHIP, LocaTioN, AND STRENGTH oF 15 KraN
ORGANTZATIONS IN THE UNITED STATES

[y

. Association of Arkansas Klans:
Headquarters: Pine Bluff, Ark.
Imperial wizard: None.
Membership: Estimated to be approximately 25, confined to
State of Arkansas.
2. Association of Georgia Klans:
Headquarters: Bloomingdale, Ga.
Imperial wizard: Charles Homer Maddox.
Membership: As of January 1967, estimated to be approxi-
mately 25, confined to area of Savannah, Ga.
3. Association of South Carolina Klans:
Headquarters: West Columbia, S.C.
Imperial wizard: Aubrey E. Bolen.
Membership: As of January 1967, estimated to be approxi-
mately 250, confined to the State of South Carolina,
4. Dixie Klans, Knights of the Ku Klux Klan, Inc.:
Headquarters: Chattanooga, Tenn,
Imperial wizard: Charles Macon Roberts.
Has operated in Tennessee, Georgia, and Alabama,
Membership: As of January 1967, estimated to be approxi-
mately 150.
Improved Order of the U.S. Xlans, Inc.:
Headquarters: Lithonia, Ga.
Imperial wizard : E. E. George.
Has operated in Georgia, Alabama, Florida; most klaverns
now inactive, .
Membership: As of January 1967, approximately 100.
6. Knights of the Ku Klux Klan, Florida:
Headquarters: Oldsmar, Fla.
Leader: Bill Hendrix. .
Membership: Approximately 10 as of January 1867, with
operations confined to Pinellas County, Fla.

‘C't
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7. Militant Knights of the Ku Klux Klan:

Headquarters: Jacksonville, Fla.

Last known imperial Wizaré: Donald Ballentine.

Membership: Estimated to be approximately 25, confined to
State of Florida as of January 1967.

8. Mississippi Knights of the KKK : ‘

Headquarters: Gulfport, Miss,

Imperial wizard: None since death of Walter F. Bailey.

Membership : Approximately five, as of June 1966; considered
defunct as of January 1967,

9. National Knights of the Ku Klux Xlan, Inc.: -

Headquarters: Tucker, Ga.

Imperial wizard : James R. Venable.

Has operated in Georgia, Alabama, Louisiana, North Carolina,
and Ohio.

Membership : Estimated to be approximately 100, as of Janu-
ary 1967,
10. Original Knights of the Ku Klux Klan:
: Headquarters: Factions operate independently from Winns-
boro and Bogalusa, La.

Imperial wizard : Competing sets of officers since organization
split by factionalism.

Has operated in Louisiana, Mississippi, and Arkansas.

Memlzrership: Estimated at approximately 250, as of January

1967.
11. U.S. Klans, Knights of the Ku Klux Xlan, Inc.:

Headquarters: College Park, Ga.

Imperial wizard: H. J. Jones. 4

Operation reduced to one active klavern after having been

dominant klan organization in United States from 1955
to 1961,
Membership: As of January 1967, estimated to be approxi-
mately 50.
12. United Florida Ku Klux Klan:

Headquarters: Samsula, Fla.

Grand dragon: Jason E. Kersey.

Membership: Estimated to be approximately 300, as of Janu-
ary 1967, with operations confined to the State of Florida.

13. United Klans of America, Inc.: :

Headquarters: Tuscaloosa, Ala.

Imperial wizard : Robert M. Shelton.

Operates actively in 18 States, with at least 556 klaverns hav-
ing been established at one time or another in the period
-1964-1966.

Memtzzership: Estimated at approximately 15,075 as of early
1967. :

This national klan movement includes the following State
operations:
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Number of | Estimated
State (irand dragon Headquarters klaverns, | membership,
198 January 1967
Alabama...__.._._. James Spears_ _ oo |l 40 1, 200
Arkansas. ... ... George McNeely. . ............ Strong. ... 10 150
Delaware.__.._.... Not definltely established |, ... . . ... ... 5 10
since vacated by Ralph
Pryor.
Florlda . ........... Bor Homby .. ... ......... Titusville. ... ...... 27 400
Qeorgla. ........... CalvinCralg. ... ... Atlanta, Qa......._._. 57 1, 400
Louisiana. _........ Vacant (formerly Jack Helm) .| State operation di- 30 700
rocted by Robert
Shelton from Tus-
caloosa,
Maryland. ... ... .. Vernon Nalmaster. . ... _.____ Baltimore....._....._. 4 25
Mlehigan V. L e i e 3 200
Mississippt. ........ Vacant (formerly Edward L. | State operation di-. 76 750
McDanlel). rected by Robert .
Shelton from Tus-
caloosa.
Neow Jersey........ Not definltely ostablished | .. ... ... ... .. .. 0 o)
since resignation of Kinf,
;(leagle Frank W. Rotella,
r.
New York......... King Kleagle Willlam Ioff___ |, .. ... ...._.. 1 25
North Carolina. _..| J. Robertson Jones.......____. Uranite Quarry....... 192 7, 500
Ohlo. ... .. Jim Marrls. ..o o ... ... Clitelnnat!. .. _......._ 4 100
Pennsylvania...___ Roy Frankhauser_____.__..__. Readlng. .. .......... 1 EQ
South Carolina. . .| Robert Scoggin_ ... ... _._ ... .‘Partan 1111 o SR 50 200
Tennessee...._..... Raymond Anderson......_._. Maryville. ... ___ 10 225
Texas. ... ......... Jack Cannon... ... ieiiiiao 14 200
Virginla. .. ......... Marshall R. Kornegay - . ...._. South HIN_____..__.... 32 1,250

t Figures quoted apply as of March 1967.

1 Negligible.

14, United Knights of the Ku Klux Klan:
Headquarters: Davie, Fla.
Imperial wizard: Charles B. Riddlehoover.
Membership : Estimated to be approximately 50, with opera-

tions confined to State of Florida, as of January 1967,

15. White Knights of the Ku Klux Klan of Mississippi:
Headquarters: Laurel, Miss.
Imperial wizard: Samuel H. Bowers.
Membership: Dwindled to approximately 400 active members

as of January 1967, confined to State of Mississippi.

Overall summary: Total estimated membership of all klan organiza-

tions as of early 1967 is approximately 16,810. Of this number,
15,075 members were enro{led in the United Klans of America
headed by Robert Shelton.
to 13 other klans listed above.*?

The remaining 1,735 members belonged

37 No estimates are Included for three very recently formed klan groups referred to on
p. 18 of this chapter.



CHAPTER III. SECRECY AND RITUAL OF THE KLANS

RiruaL

With the exception of the White Knights of the Ku Klux Klan of
Mississippi, all present-day active klan organizations borrow their
ritual and kloranic degrees from the old Knights of the Ku Klux Klan
which operated from 1915 to 1944.

The four basic kloranic degrees of a ku klux klan organization are
named: the “Order of Citizenship or K-Uno” (probationary);
“Knights Kamellia or K-Duo” (primary order of knighthood) ;
“Knights of the Great Forest or K-Trio” (the order of American
chivalry) ; and the “Knights of the Midnight Mystery or K-Quad”
(superior order of the knighthood and spiritual )f\lilosophies). Klan
ritual provides for a klan language which extends beyond the nomen-
clature for its officers and organizational _subdivisions already de-
scribed. There are klan kolors, and a klan kalendar in which a special
system of keeping time has been devised. Secret handclasps and
spoken greetings are supposed to help a klansman recognize a brother
member of the order without revealing membership to outsiders.

Procedures for conducting a klavern meeting and other klan ritual
work are set forth in a booklet titled “The Kloran.” °

Committee investigation with regard to the use of rituals revealed
that present-day klans in the United States, in distinct contrast to the
practice in Simmons’ organization in the 1920’ pay only lipservice to
prescribed ceremonies. With regard to the four kloranic degrees re-
ferred to above, only the first degree has ever been administered in
any klan, in spite of the 100-year history of the movement. Proba-
tionary citizenship binds a person to the klan oath and renders him
liable for monthly dues thereafter. When this primary initiation cere-
mony is held, it usually takes place at the recruit’s first klan meeting.

Committee investigation revealed that the United Klans of America
has not engaged in any degree ritual beyond ceremonies for the first
order of citizenship. William Hugh Morris, who testified to mem-
bership in various klan organizations dating back to 1924 and has most
recently been associated with the National Knights of the Ku Klux
Klan, copyrighted a booklet entitled “K-Duo.” This is the only evi-
dence that the committee uncovered to suggest that any klan organi-
zation has even considered going beyond the first order of citizen-
ship. No modern-day klan organization has been known to confer
this secondary order of citizenship on any of its members, however.
Testimony from longtime klan leaders such as James R. Venable sug-
gests that as far as the modern-day klans are concerned, the third and
fourth orders of citizenship have never even been written, much less
bestowed upon any present Elan member.

The committee finds that ritual receives very little emphasis in
modern klans. Even the initiation ceremony is falling into disuse.

63
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Committee investigation revealed that, while most klan constitutions

require a member to receive the degree of K-Uno, most klansmen

actually become members merely by signing an application and pay-

ing an initiation fee (klectokon{. Even the application for member-

ship is an insignificant document. After execution, it is immediately

destroyed: '
SECRECY

Secrecy is the cornerstone of every klan’s structure. It is also essen-
tial to the success of their operations,

Committee investigation reveals that secrecy has enabled a rela-
tively few klansmen to operate outside the law as vigilante groups to
‘deal with” those whom the particular klan group or klan leader
opposes. It has made it possible for a few organized klansmen, whose
strength in numbers is minute compared to total population, to ob-
tain 1nfluence and power in local communities.

Secrecy becomes the way of life of a klansman from the moment
he takes his oaths of allegiance to his klan. All operations of a klans-
man thereafter are withheld from the public with the exception of
certain public activities which the klan leadership may decide upon.
Within the individual-klavern, for example, strict security is main-
tained with respect to the identity of klan officers and members, sources
of klan finances, klan rituals, klan meetings, and special “projects.”

Committee investigation revealed that klan organizations employ
a variety of internal security procedures to maintain the veil of secrecy
surrounding their operations. Private meetings of klansmen are pro-
tected by inner and outer guards, who prevent intrusion from those
not. authorized to enter. -

In some cases, klan officials search the persons of members suspected
of collaboration with law enforcement agencies, looking for listening
devices or notes taken at meetings. The klan is extremely sensitive
to penetration by law enforcement agencies.

The committee’s hearings documented the fact that high frequency
citizens band radios and low frequency walkie-lalkies are utilized to
provide additional security for klan meetings, whether on klavern
or higher levels. Inner and outer guards use these two-way radios
to warn the secret. conclaves of the movements of strangers who pose
a threat to the security of the meetings. i

Klansmen are also known to have used citizens band radios to in-
tercept police radio messages in order to time their movements so as
to avoid interception by police. Intelligence from such sources has
furthermore been an aid to klansmen harassing civil rights advocates.
Knowing police locations, klan leaders can position their forces where
1there is least risk of observation and apprehension by officers of the
aw.

Supersrcrer “ActioN” GROUPS

A most sinister and dangerous aspect of klan secrecy is the forma-
tion of small hard-core groups within the klan organization whose
membership and activities are unknown to the general membership.
Committee investigation disclosed that atrocities committed by klans-
men are generally conceived and executed by selected groups of trusted
members whose participation in such activities is not known to other
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members. Most of the violence and extra-legal activities of the klans
are committed by these highly secret “action groups” within the klan,

The groups range in size from three to as many as a dozen men, and
they plan the commission of lawless acts outside of regular klavern
meetings. The operations of these action groups should not obscure
the fact that violence is also often discusseg at klavern meetings. In
the case of a UKA klavern in McComb, Miss., slips of paper identify-
ing victims of future klan violence were drawn by lot Ey klansmen
attending a regular session of their klavern.

Frequently, action groups emulate big-city gangsters in that unlaw-
ful acts in a particular locality may be committed by members of an
action group from a distant area called in at the request of the local
klavern. Committee investigation revealed that members of these
hard-core groups are usually given military and other special train-
ing by instructors who are ex-servicemen with experience in these
fields. The groups have practiced judo, karate, firing of pistols and
rifles, and received instruction in the use of explosives, demolition
devices, and incendiaries. Most members of these groups have ac-
cumulated supplies of weapons, ammunition, and exp%osives and they
spend much of their time discussing these subjects.

Proof of the existence of klan groups as described above was pre-
sented at the committee’s public hearings. A few are cited from the
hearing record.

In the South Carolina Realm of the United Klans of America, mem-
bers of an action group known as the Underground met in secret (out-
side of regular klavern meetings) to discuss and plan specific acts of
violence. Members of the Underground were extremely militant and
prone to violence. . Committee investigation revealed that the members
took training in marksmanship and accumulated a large number of
weapons. It is understood that the existence of this organization,
whose first leader was Furman Dean Williams, was known to the
UKA’s grand dragon for South Carolina, Robert Scoggin. Scoggin
gave this organization at least tacit approval by taking no action, to
the committee’s knowledge, to dishand it or expel its members from the
United Klans.

Within the Georgia Realm of the United Klans of America is Clay-
ton County Klavern No. 52, also known as the Clayton Civic Club, Inc.
A subgroup of hard-core members was organized by Exalted Cyclops
Robert Bing and named the “White Band.” Its primary purpose was
to plan and execute acts of harassment and intimidation against Ne-
groes. Members of the White Band held meetings apart from those
attended by the general membership of the klavern. Subgroup mem-
bers took extensive training in the use of firearms and demolition de-
vices, as well as in judo and karate.

It should be noted, however, that the Clayton County Klavern itself
sponsored such training for the general klan membership and even per-
mitted attendance by members of other klan organizations. This
training took place on numerous occasions at the farm of Exalted
Cyclops Bing in Henry County, Ga. The knowledge which these
klansmen received during training sessions in explosives and incendi-
ary devices was to be put to use to frustrate Negro efforts to achieve
constitutional rights as affirmed by legislative acts and judicial edicts.

1 See cb. VI for more details on such klan trainlng.
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In most klaverns of the United Klans of America, as well as in some
other klan organizations, there is a group of appointed officers known
as the klokann 2 who serve on a klokann committee. According to the
UKA constitution, their functions are to audit the financial records of
the klavern, to investigate prospective members of the klan, and to
carry out such other duties as the exalted cyclops or other klan leaders
deem necessary. Evidence uncovered by committee investigation,
however, reveals that more often than not the klokann committee
serves as a small strong-arm sq}llxad entrusted with planning and exe-
cuting acts of intimidation and harassment. . _

Working with the klavern klokann is the intelligence committee.
As prescribed in the United Klans of America manual, “The Klan In
Action,” the duties of the intelligence committee are: ‘

(a) To protect the Klan from the actions of unfaithful mem-
bers; to investigate members whose actions are suspicious or who
seem to show lack of proper regard for any part of their oath.

(b) To protect the Order by advising of spies and enemies
within the Klan.

(crl To find the sources of all adverse propaganda reported by
the Propaganda Committee.

(d) To keep the Exalted Cyclops informed on all matters of
controversy within the Klanton.

§e; To investigate other societies and organizations.

f) To assist the Klokann.

(g) To obtain evidence against public officials who are not
administering their official duties according to law and American
principles.

(h) To investigate all cases of discrimination against Klans-
men. :

(i) To investigate all cases of fraud within the Klanton.

The activities of the intelligence committee are kept secret from
most other klansmen. Thus, the average klansman considers its mem-
bership to be identical with that of the klokann committee. For this
reason, most information furnished to the Committee on Un-American
Activities relating to klan investigators and klan violence involved
the klokann rather than the intelligence committee. This confused
situation, whereby the impression was created that an intelligence
committee did not exist, a(l)ded to the security of members of the in-
telligence committee. Functions of that committee are comparable to
the Klan Bureau of Investigation of the White Knights and the wreck-
in% crews of the Original Knights,

‘he White Knights Klan Bureau of Investigation carried out its
intelligence functions under the leadership of grand, province and im-
erial investigators, These investigators would appoint individual
lansmen or entire klaverns to assist in intelligence gathering or
violent reprisal against those classified as “enemy.” This set-up per-
mitted the investigator on State or province level to send klansmen
to conduct investigations or participate in violence in areas of the
State of Mississippi where the klansmen were strangers to the local
klan organization and law enforcement authorities.

. ’uKlokann is the plural form for klokan (investigator), according to the UKA consti-
ution.
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Within the Original Knights of the Ku Klux Klan of Louisiana,
terroristic duties were entrusted to so-called wrecking crews appointed
by the klokan (klavern investigator). The Original Knights con-
stitution decreed that each klavern must have at least one team of six
men “to be used for wrecking crew.” The men were to be appointed
by the klokan “in secrecy.”

With respect to the National Knights of the Ku Klux Klan, led by
James R. Venable, the committee has already called attention to the
operations of a highly secret, militant, and violence-prone subgroup
called the Black Shirts. The group is also known as the Black
Knights of the Ku Klux Klan, and its activity since its formation in
1965 is not revealed to the general klan membership. Tn their appear-
ances in public, these men are clad entirely in blaclk. They are led by
men who also serve as organizers for the National Knights, namely,
Tarl Holcombe and Colbert Raymond McGriff.

The nucleus of this group which affiliated with the National Knights
comes from the area of Barnesville, Ga., and had operated in 1964 as
the Vigilantes. A number had earlier been associated with the United
Klans of America, and quit the UKA after an incident in Griffin, Ga.,
in April 1964 in which some of them were arrested. The Griffin in-
cident involved intimidating a Negro at his place of business. As a
result of the arrests, a large quantity of arms and ammunition was
confiscated by the Griffin police. The Black Shirts include as mem-
bers such men as Cecil William Myers and Joseph Howard Sims who,
while affiliated with the United Klans of America, were charged with
involvement in the Iemuel Penn murder in July 1964.

THE KLAN OATH

The importance of secrecy is driven home to each klan recruit when
he takes a series of oaths at the time of admission to klan membership.

Klan oaths involve many obligations. The individual promises to
obey klan rules and officers, be faithful to the organization, practice
“klanishness” with fellow klansmen, and protect the secrecy of the
order and its members.

The section of the oath governing secrecy states:

I most solemnly swear—that I will forever—keep sacredly secret—the signs,
words and grip—and any and all other—matters and knowledge—of the (klan]—
regarding which a most rigid secrecy—must be maintalned--which may at any
time-—be communlcated to me—and will never—divulge same nor even cause
same to be divulged—to any person in the whole world—unless I know posi-
tively—that such person is & member of this Order—in good and regular stand-
ing-—and not even then—unless it be—for the best interest of this Order.

I most sacredly vow—and most positively swear—that I will never yield to
bribe—flattery—threats—passion—punishment—persecution—persnasion — nor
any enticements whatever—coming from or offered by—-any person or persons—
malo or female—for the purpose of—obtaining from me—a secret or secret
infomzatlou——of the [klan]—I will die rather than divulge same—so help me
God--

PE———,

3The onth quoted here fs used by the United Klans of America and most of the major
klan organizations. It 1s reproduced in full in the appendix, pp. 343-346.

The oath of the White Knights of the Ku Klux Klan of Miss{aslppi, whieh fs an exhibit
to the commlttee's public henrlngs on klan organlzations, differs In a number of ros&wctﬂ
from the nbove-quoted oath, Some of the differences are noted In that gectlon of ch, 11
dealiny; with the White Knights. See p. 45.
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Included in this oath are certain exemptions which, the committee
has already observed, lack practical application:

I swear that I will keep secure to myself—a secret of a [klnn]sman—when
snme is committed to me—in the sacred bond of [klan)smunship—the erime of

violnting this solemn oath—treason against the Uniied States of America-—
rape—uand maliclons murder—alone excepted.

The dangers and potential abuse of such an oath are obvious. The
klansman is saying, in effect, that he is bound never to reveal, even
to an oflicer of the law, the commission of any crime, except treason,
murder, and rape.  Yet, in the trial of Collie Leroy Wilkins, the UKA
imperial klonsel (lawyer) accused Gary Rowe, an FBI undercover
klansman, of vielating his klan oath by reporting the involvement of
fellow UKA members ir the Viola Liuzzo murder. The reaction of
the United Klans of Ameriea to Rowe's testimony clearly established
that. a klansman with knowledge of murder is not exempt from the
onth of secrecy.

The oath unequivocally silences klansmen with knowledge of the
planning and execution of a flogging, bombing, act of arson, or simi-
lar violent and eriminal deed. The implications are all the more
ominous when an officer of the law is also a member of the klan. If
s klan oath supersedes his oath to uphold the Taw, he conld not possi-
bly take action against a fellow klansman who he knows has engaged
in illegal acts.

Tacties adopted by Imperial Wizard Robert Shelton of the United
Klans of Ameriea during this committee’s public heavings apparently
were intended to emphasize the superiority of a klan oath over other
oaths,  Klansmen repeatedly invoke the name of the Almighty when
they fake their oath of allegiance to the United Klans of America.
When Imperial Wizard Shelton was ealled to the witness stand by
this commmittee in October 1965, the chairman administered the follow-
ingonth:

Do you solemnly swenr that the testimony you are about to give will be
the trath, the whole truth, and nothing but the truth, so help yon God?

Shelton pointedly refused to take this oath.  Instead, he merely
aflirmed. without reference to God, that he wonld be truthful in his
testimony. ‘The'smme procedure was followed by Mrs, Shelton, Shel-
ton’s former office secretary, Carol Long, and the UKA's imperial
chaplain, George Dorsett, when they were called to testify before the
committee.

The committee found that klan organizations do not rely on a
simple oath to maintain the security of their operations.  IKlan threats,
harassment, and outright physical violence have been employed to
prevent klan members and former members from talking too much,
A particularly vicious kind of retalintion threatened, and sometimes
earried out, by klan leaders is directed at the wives and children of
suspected klan security risks.

The explanation which the United Klans of Americea offers to the
public to justify the secret nature of the organization does little to
improve ifs image, Recruiting literature issued by the United Klans
under the title “The Seven Symbols of the Klan,”* refers to the
klansmnn’s hood thusly :

$The leaflet, “The Seven Symbols of the Klan,'" 1s reproduced as an exhibit in the
appendix, pp. 347-362.
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That hated hood, the terror of every evil force in the land, how they cry,
“take off the hood." But they don't know what they say. They do not under-
stand why we wear it or what it means, “If they only knew!"

In the first place it helps to conceal our membership, The secret of our
power lies in the secrecy of our membership. We are n great secret organization
to nld the officers of the law and we can do our best work when we are
not known to the public, By this means we see and hear everything. We
know the evil forces but they do not know us, By our secret membership we
gather thousands Into the meshes of the law that would otherwise escape.

Such words actually serve as justification for lnwless elements with-

in the klan to take the law into their own hands, and create a host of
new problems for law enforcement officers.

SECRECY OF THE WIIITE KNIGITS

The White Knights of the Ku Klux Klan in Mississippt has made
such a fetish of secrecy that its entire operation is “undlerground.”

A number of mimeographed directives, not identified on their face
as to source, were traced by the committes to their origin in the head-
quarters of the White Knights. One such directive, labeled “Se-
crecy,” ¢ described that quality as the “greatest asset’” which the klan as
a militant organization possessed. A second dirzctive, under the title
“Executive Lecture of March 1, 1964,”* listed procedures for White
Knights members to follow to maintain the “security” of their orga-
nization. Security was defined as including the ability of « unit and
its members to remain undetected by outsiders and the ability of a unit
to protect its meetings from detection and intrusion from outsiders.

Behavior of klansmen on the way to and from klan meetings was
discussed. “Train yourself to see yourself as a skilled' detective would
see you,” the directive urged. Precautions in recruiting new members
included the warning: “Remember, the men who join you are going
to be walking around with your life in zheéir hands.”

Additional instructions covered the roles of a klavern security officer
and armed klavern guards, use of mail drops and coded telephone con-
versations, ways to avoid identification from written or printed com-
munications, and keeping records in code. Security precautions even
provided for the separation of members within the same klavern. For
example, some members of a klavern could be identified as members
only by the individual who had personally recrnited him.

s The directive titled "Secreey” I8 reproduced on p. 70 and the complete text of “‘Execn-
tlve Lecture of March 1. 1064” nppears on pp. 164-168. White Knights Imperial Wizard
isam Holloway Bowers, Jr., and other klan officers invoked thelr constitutional privileges
rllgalnst S?g-lnerlmlnntion when interrogated by this committee about such documents on
veb, 1,1
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[Harown DeLk Exinsir No. 1--Januvary 14, 1966]

.

SLCRECY

{
1o serfcus percan sall questicn the fact that SECRECY i tha prentest agset which
tiis cr-onistion cesragses e e ilitent sfde of {tas nature, It i 3second in
i sLins 3-irit end Votivation whick ia the basia for our
£ Ginatew 1 osacess wo Ly achieve,

foportenca ¢ty o sy
fnapiration and the Couwe

4

Every zattor cath T r fie concapt of SECRECY upjermest in hls mind at all tines
ug he ke pa o Srirctoer drast uppernost dn hlo heurt ot wll tires,  Secrecy must
baccoe accernt nuture o ols menters, mnd they tuot learn te ke n otill without cven
thirking alc.? it,

It 19 very itFicult fer the new renters to adapt hienelf to this ccncept and each
recrulter rast trjrest it 41 a very forcible menner on ecch new zexter from the very
first, The e merbor i3 asunlly se thrilled and cnthusiestic that he io unable to
contnin him.clf ¢l ¢ say or do .zumcthing that wiil reveal his affilistion Lo our
shary eyad 1! sharp arnl coades uhn are wll abeut us,watchings  Thic danger must be
recegnized 1y tiio Uouoed recruiter,

Ve mentara must te impresdcd with the understanding that they nre "preen® to the
concept of Secrecy, and that they must be wore than careful. "A slip of the lip ,
ray civk the -nij."  Tre courunista hava a saying ¢"hothing s unimportont®™. Our
pember s miat 1ealise thia and slip nothing by word,runner or decd that an enemy could &
turn anto uwerthuiile nforiation,

Secrecy i5 not cnly a tigt 1ip, but a tight mahbor. Jembers should nvoid "get-
ting ‘cpother™ o tue cutsiae of a rie ting and gessiping, Thic is the most deadly
work, tint any groun of sor have ever be.n engaged in , and wo musit be deadly coroful ab
about it,. Avold uuins the nano of the organization at all times, It ie not necoessary
to uge trat rare in conversation with a fellow menber in order to male yourself under-
stocd. Davelop the hotit of tanlxing in osuch a wuy that cven if somcono vas to over-
hear your cenverentlion , ho would rot be uble to understand what is was that you were
telking about. Develop your ovm private, substitutate nawes for all propor nemes and o«
offices in the organiration,

Secrecy ir more than just not talking, True Secrecy i1s a YARDENED MENTAL ATTITUD™
by which an fndividu:l convinces HILSELF that he is not a rember and that there is no
such organization. Secrecy is liental Diociplino and necesanry for Victory. -
‘lhen a aenmber is co nble to disciplinoe himself, he i3 not going to ACCID:NTALLY make
slips of torguc and zanner , and until ke DOE3 so diacipline himaelf ho will continus
to mekae opuci. alipo.

diien the Vell of lncracy ia closed, each member should iuredintely changs his
perocanl:ity tace: ‘o .o perpen that he was bdefore he bacuce & memter, and roenter the
Alien vorld as on alicn, vith the knowledge ofithe Organizution buriod do2p in hia
conscicusress,

llombers gliould lcnrn hew to steer conversations away from subjacts vhich are re-
leted to the orparizaticn ard its worl, [lembers should always diroct the attention of
of aliena with whea ey converss TOSARD tho Com.unist Eneny and Sympathaziers ond
AVAY frea ouraclvcs,

The very hiphest -avence of Secrecy is veliberote Deception, butl only highly Skillol
extrercly nlert cr ;ifted wenmbers should attempt this, It io crtromely dangerous and
requirua a rreciae wnderstanding of tho Eneny, All mewbers, however , should work
and ctuly in - rder to becoro proficient at tills werk or Feliwerata Deception, ‘hen
in doubt we v your 4bilily to deceive, Just rewuin silent aad innocent.
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COVER NAMES AND FRONT ORGANIZATIONS

Like the Communist Party, the various klans make wide use of cover
names and front organizations. They are facades to conceal from the
public the klan and its true role in certain political, agitational, and
propaganda activities.

e cover names and the titles of front organizations selected by
klan leaders usually give the impression that the klan is a sporting
club or a civic association.

A glance at the list of klaverns in this report ® shows many local
klan units masquerading as rescue services, hunting and fishing clubs,
rifle clubs, sportsmen’s clubs, and improvement associations. As previ-
ously stated, financial transactions of the imperial (national) office of
the United Klans of America are conducted in the cover name, “Ala-
bama Rescue Service.”

Committee investigation documented the fact that, in addition to
the use of cover names described above, klans in southern communities
create what purport to be separate and autonomous organizations.
Actually, they are fronts created and controlled by the klan. In some
cases a klan has legally incorporated front organizations. The front, of
course, has no apparent connection with a klan-type group. Ex-
amples of such front organizations would include fronts in Alabama
for the United Klans of America known as Heritage Enterprises, Inc.,
and the Whiteman’s Defense Fund; a front of the White Knights
in Mississippi titled White Christian Protective and Legal Defense
Fund; and two previously discussed fronts of the National Knights in
Georgian—Defensive Legion of Registered Americans, Inc., and the
Christian Voters & Buyers League.

Sometimes a klan organization or a local klavern of a klan has ob-
tained a corporate charter to do business under the cover name it had
adopted. Examples include:

The Clayton Civie Club, I'nc.,” was incorporated in the State of
Georgia in January 1965. This organization has engaged in busi-
ness ventures and in attempts to take part in the civic and social affairs
of the city of Jonesboro and surrounding areas (slightly south of
Atlanta). Nevertheless, the club is identical to Clayton County Klav-
ern No. 52, Realm of éeorgia, United Klans of America.

The New Hanover County Improvement Association, Inc.| was
incorporated in the State of N1/orth Carolina in June 1964 as an alleged
charitable and educational corporation which would teach “patriot-
ism” and support of the Constitution and laws of the United States.
This organization operates in the area of Wilmington, N.C., with no
ostensible connection to any klan organization. In reality it is a
klavern of the North Carolina Realm of the United Klans of America.

The Adams County Oivic and Betterment Association ™ was incor-
porated in’ the State of Mississippi in August 1964 for the publicly
stated purpose of advancing “the educational, civic, and social inter-
ests” of the county and encouraging voter registration and voting.

¢ See pp. 145-163.

7 Artleles of lncqrrorntlon filed with a secretary of state by the named organizations are
re%r%%lécesdsém exhibits in the appendix to this report. See pp. 353-355, 356358, 359-361,
and 362-365.
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This organization was once a klavern of the White Knights of the
KKK of Mississippi. Its entire membership defected to the United
Klans of America and as a result it now operates as a klavern of the
United Klans.

The Anti-Communist Christian Association™ was incorporated in
the State of Louisiana in January 1965. The incorporators informed
the secretary of state that the association, with headquarters in Boga-
lusa, La., sought to preserve the State constitution and the U.S. Con-
stitution “as originally written,” to promote Christian civilization, and
to fight. communism. The association, in fact, was a cover for that
faction of the Original Knights of the Ku Klux Klan which operated
in the area of Bogalusa. It was led by klan officers Charles Christmas
and Saxon Farmer.

In all examples listed above, the incorporators (or officers in the
case of unincorporated groups) were identified as being members of
a klan. Committee investigation determined that the activities of
these organizations were designed to benefit the interests of the resgec-
tive klan organizations, Private meetings of those organizations iden-
tified as mere covers for a klavern were identical to meetings of a
klavern, while the other organizations such as the Whiteman’s Defense
Fund were dominated and controlled by klan officers and members.

INFILTRATION

Like the iceberg, the bulk of a klan’s membership, by design, is con-
cealed from the general public. Also by design, an individual’s mem-
bership is concealed from members of other local units and from most
of the officers holding positions of responsibility on local or national
levels of the klan structure.

Local klaverns protect the identity of members by destroying
applications and by recording members by numerical designations.
Local klaverns are not required to, and in fact do not, report the
identity of their members to any higher headquarters.

This secrecy of membership creates conditions whereby klansmen
are often able to infiltrate at will areas where their presence can con-
tribute substantially to the influence and power of the klan, By con-
cenling their membership, klansmen have run for public office and have
been elected. They have obtained appointments as State and local law
enforcement officers, as well as positions of trust within a political sub-
division, local or State.”

_ Due to limited staff, the committee was unable to conduct investiga-
tions into the backgrounds of all individuals identified as klansmen
during the course of its inquiry. Tt did, however, document numerous
mstances of successful infiltration by klansmen into positions of
responsibility in their communities. The committee’s continuing
investigation after its hearings had been concluded produced addi-
tional evidence of this. While this report reflects these findings, indi-
vidual identifications will not be made because the persons concerned
have not been confronted with the results of the committee’s investi-
gation,

Considering the number of members of police and sheriff’s depart-
ments and their auxiliaries in the Southern States, committee findings
reflect a minor infiltration in this area. It therefore appears unques-
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tionable that the overwhelming majority of law enforcement officers
are dedicated to preserving law and order. However, even & minor in-
filtration is harmful to the law enforcement community. Just as one bad
officer of the law throws suspicion on the entire department, one police-
man who holds membership in the klan and who permits the klan to
violate the law, brings the entire department under suspicion of those
who seek protection from the klan. This situation also produces other
problems affecting the entire community. In Natchez, Miss., klans-
men in the police department, supported by the local kian, have been
trying to remove the non-klan chief and to have him replaced by a
klansman or someone who will not oppose the klan. If they are suc-
cessful, their success will be derived from their secret klan member-

ship.

’Fhe Governor of Mississippi rightly found that klan membership
was not compatible with employment as highway patrolmen and there-
fore removed several klansmen from such employment. If state ad-
ministrations outside Mississippi and southern municipal authorities
would follow the lead of Governor Johnson, there would be fewer
klan members within city or state police departments.

With respect to sheriffs and deputy sheriffs, the responsibility for
infiltration of these departments rests largely with the people.
Throughout the South, the sheriff is elected to his office. Thereafter,
the sheriff appoints his deputies and members of the auxiliary. The
committee subpenaed Sheriff Marion W. Millis of New Hanover
County, North Carolina, because its investigation established that the
sheriff and certain of his deputies were ideological members of the
United Klans of America. Following the service of his subpena but
prior to his sworn testimony, he attempted to deceive the committee
by denying to the committee staff that he had held klan membership.
Under oath, he admitted klan membership but contended that he and
his deputies joined for intelligence purposes. In spite of this latter
claim, neither the sheriff nor his deputies prepared reports or main-
tained files on klan activities within New Hanover County. Although
these facts were publicized, Millis nevertheless was reelected as sheriff.

In the area of law enforcement, klansmen were found to be sheriffs
or deputies, police chiefs and policemen, highway patrolmen, con-
stables, justices of peace, or state game wardens.

The committee is also disturbed by the fact that there are other
law officers, not established to be klan members, who give aid and com-
fort or funds to klans. A sheriff attended a victory banquet in Septem-
ber, 1964, at Lawrenceville, Ga., following the acquittal of those tried
for the murder of Lt. Col. Penn. Other sheriffs and police chiefs have
made tinancial contributions to klans located within their jurisdiction.

Ralph Roton admitted as n witness before this committee that he
held an official position within the United Klans of America;and that
he had been a})pointed by Imperial Wizard Shelton as a klan investi-
gator. Roton further acknowledged that, with the endorsement of the
then Governor of Alabama, he had been appointed to the staff of.a .
State legislative commission in 1963. Roton told the committee his
work as an investigator for the Alabama commission had the same
scog)e as his investigations for the United Klans. He testified under
cath that neither the Governor nor the chairman of the commission
knew him to be a klansman. The chairman of the State legislative group
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advised that if he had known of the affiliation, the klansman would not
have been hired. No one knows the extent to which klan intelligence
was fed through this employment. The testimony of the witnessis not
helpful in this regard.

n Bogalusa, La., City Attorney Robert T. Rester® held mem-
bership in the Original Knights of the Ku Klux Klan. Some acquit-
{als of known klansmen and, on the other hand, questionable prosecu-
tions of some civil rights advocates in Rester’s jurisdiction, resulted in a
breakdown of respect for law and order. While klan violence actually
brought about Federal intervention and the issuance of a Federal in-
junction against the klan and its leaders in Bogalusa, vigorous and fair
application of the law might have averted the need for Federal inter-
vention,

One klan official named during the committee’s hearings was later
identified by the press as being a member of the Mississippi Legisla-
ture, while one additional member of that State’s legislature was
identified as a klansman during the committee’s continuing investiga-
tion.

At least one Georgia mayor was identified as a klansman and sub-
penaed as a witness, However, upon the presentation of medical evi-
dence that an appearance would be most detrimental to his health, the
subpena was cancelled.

5 Robert I*. Rester, testifying In pnblic session on Jan. 7, 1066, denied klan membership
at the time of hig nppearance before the committee but invoked hix constitutional priv-
fleges against self-Inerimination with respect to past membership in the klan.



CHAPTERIV. KLAN OBJECTIVES,REAL AND IMAGINARY

Of the two dozen or so objectives publicly professed by present-day
klans, only one is advanced with sincerity, according to a former
highly placed officer in the United Klans. This “sincere” aim is the
promotion of so-called white supremacy.

Klan oaths, constitutions, and other statements of principles unfail-
ingly declare the klansmen’s intention to “maintain forever segrega-
tion of the races and the divinely directed and historically proven
supremacy of the white race.”*

rom the evidence produced by committee hearings and investiga-
tions, most of the organized efforts of the klans—public and covert—
are directed toward this white supremacist goal. The covert methods
adopted by klansmen in pursuit of the objective range from murder
to threats and intimidation. Illustrations are provided in chapter VI
of this report. Public klan activity with the same purpose—such as
rallies, hoycotts, and political action—are described in detail in chap-
ter V. Discussion of the reputed cynicism of some klan leaders, who
further klan goals with expectations of financial gain and personal
power, is also reserved for other sections of the report.

A review of the nature of recent klan activities leads to the inescap-
able conclusion that “maintaining white supremacy” includes prevent-
ing this Nation’s Negro minority from fully exercising constitutional
rights and privileges, and arousing fears and hatreds among persons
of all races in order to gain support for the klan philosophy that the
U.S. Constitution and the Bill of Rights were written “f}c;r whites

only.”

Xs long as klans cling to their white supremacist goal, no credence
can be given to fre%ent assertions by klan leaders that the organiza-
tions are not “anti-Negro.” ?

Nor can any faith be placed in the commonly made klan claim that
the organizations are not “anti-Jew,” “anti-Catholic,” and “anti-
foreign born.” The committee received relatively few reports of overt
klan actions solely aimed against any one of these minorities in recent
years. However, today as in the past, klans disseminate defamatory
propaganda at rallies and from their printing presses in an apparent
atterapt to create animosity toward and social ostracism of Jews,
Catholics, and aliens in the United States.

A number of professed objectives of presently operating klans are
repetitions of statements adopted by the post-Civil War organization.
Such are the klan pledges to (1) protect the weak, the innocent, and
the defenseless from “the lawless”; (2) succor the suffering and un-

1 Thig language ap}nara in the constitution of the Original Kniihts of the Ku Kqu Klan.
Official documents of hoth the United Klans and National Knights also list the ‘‘mainte-
nance of white supremacy' as their purpose, The White Knights describe their aim as
“gtrict segregation of the races, and the control of the soclsl structure in the hands of the
Christian, Anglo-8axon white men.,” "
1A leaflet lstributed by the United Klans stated the organization was ‘‘not anti-Negro
and in fact was ''the Negro's friend.” The leaflet, titled “The Principle of the United
gielgfg_li)! America, Knights of the Ku Klux Klan,” 18 reproduced In the appendlx, pp.
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fortunate; (3) protect and defend the Constitution of the United
States and all laws passed in conformity thereto; (4) assist in the
execution of all constitutional laws; and (5) protect States rights.

Nothing in the record of recent klan activity indicates any serious
effort in behalf of such objectives. As a matter of fact, many ncidents
will be recited in this report which demonstrate that lawless klansmen
have preyed upon the weak, innocent, and defenseless. These klans-
men have repeatedly come into conflict with local criminal laws, in
addition to (’[oing violence to the Constitution by striving to deprive
others of rights guaranteed by that document.

Such lawless conduct is encouraged by the klans’ assumption of
power to decide what laws and what law enforcement officers should be
obeyed. Most major klans have pledged support only to a constitution
“as written by our forefathers” or “as originally written” and today
“twisted” or “ripped to shreds” by evil men.? Klansmen are instructed
to obey only “constitutional” laws. Since the Federal Government is
represented as a captive of Communists, klansmen are given no encour-
agement to respect Federal laws. White Knights documents, referred
to in more detail in chapter VI, show that klansmen are furthermore
instructed not to submit to the authority of local elected officials and
police officers if they impede the advancement of klan goals.

Modern klans vociferously proclaim themselves to be effective op-
ponents of communism., The United Klans of America is pledged to
“fight to the last breath” to rid the country of the “insidious plague” of
communism. The White Knights vow they are working for the “total
destruction of communism.” The National Knights promise to “save”
the Nation from Communist conquest, while the Original Knights re-
cruit. on the basis of their “effective program” against communism.
Evidence accumulated by the committee indicates that the vaunted
“anticommunism” of klans is a deception. The klans, in fact, are a
source of distorted and false information regarding the Communist
movement. and klans thereby actually impede sincere programs aimed
at increasing public understanding of this imported conspiracy. It
1s obvious that klans are cynieally exploiting public antipathy to com-
munism in order to advance their white supremacist objectives.

In addition to its anti-Communist mission, the White Knights have
taken on the immense responsibility of “preserving Christian civiliza-
tion.”  Anexamination of secret White Knights documents reveals this
is nothing more than a klan effort to “morvally” justify its positions on
acial issues,

Many other aims professed by klan organizations should be classi-
fied ns imaginary in the absence of any demonstrated klan effort to
achieve them. Such are avowals to promote and practice “patriotism,”
protect. womanhood, promote justice,” preserve public peace or dom-
estic tranquility, follow and promote the teachings of Christianity;
and preserve freedom of speech and a free press.

A number of minor objectives, promoted in printed literature dis-
tributed by the klans, include campaigns for a limitation on foreign
immigration, expulsion and/or disenfranchisement of millions of

1 Positions publicly stated by the United Klans, White Knights, and Original Knights,
for example,
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aliens, repeal of the Federal Reserve Act, and withdrawal of the
United States from the United Nations.

Public klan propaganda has little to say about any “fraternal” bene-
fits of klan membership. Although existing klans lay claim to the
ritualism devised by Imperial Wizard Simmons shortly after World
War I, they have made no attempt to emulate Simmons’ recruitment
pitch emphasizing the mystery and fraternity to be found in the klan.
In this respect, klan organizations today are more akin to their activist
brethren of the post-Civil War period.



CHAPTER V. PUBLIC KLLAN ACTIVITY
Tue Cow PasTure RaLvy

A klan rally is many things. To the curious, it serves as a bizarre
form of entertainment. To the klan leaders, it. is a vehicle for attracting
potential members and hard cash.

Typically, the rally is staged in a farmer’s field on the outskirts of
a city or town. The main props consist of a 15- to 50-foot-high burning
cross and & crude wooden speakers’ platform (for which a truck bed is
often substituted). Klan security guards, in uniforms reminiscent of
storm troopers, are positioned strategically in the milling crowd.
(Gospel songs, such as The Old Rugged Cross, emanate from an ampli-
fier to which a record player is connected. On the platform are a
microphone and klan leaders featured as speakers. The gold, green,
or red of their hoods and robes designate their official status within
their respective klan organizations.

Raflle tickets may be on sale, affording spectators a chance to win a
television set or a $100 carbine. Depending upon the issues of the
moment and the geographical area, the rally will draw several hundred
spectators—or several thousand.

During the rally, contributions will be collected, the disposition of
which will be surrounded by an aura of mystery. The speakers will
seize the opportunity to vent personal hatreds and prejudices guised
in terms of patriotism and other “noble causes.” Some remarks border
on the incendiary and appear to be a caleulated effort to arouse fears
and hatreds in the audience—emotions which sometimes find a lawless
ontlet. ‘ _

Speech-making functions are usually assigned to a kludd (chaplain)
who pronounces an invoecation and benediction, a local klan official,
and one or more visiting klan dignitaries holding state or national
klan office. o

Advanced publicity about the lighting of a cross, at the beginning
or end of the program, is a gimmick to attract the outsider. The
drama inherent in robed figures marching with torches around an
illuminated cross has been effectively exploited by klans from the time
Simmons introduced his organization in 1915, The klans insist, how-
ever, that the cross is a reminder to klansmen to follow Christ’s teach-
ings, and the addition of fire simply signifies that “Christ is the light
of the world.” !

A cross-burning may be omitted occasionally, but the committee
found no evidence of any klan rally without the ceremony of passing
the hat or bucket.® -\t this point in the program, the old “shill game”
is sometimes utilized. According to the testimony of “the Reverend”
Roy Woodle, ex-grand kludd of the United Klans in North Carolina,

1 A photograph of flamlng crosses at a kinn rally appears on P 79 of thia report,
“The Intake of greenhacks as a result of n public klan rally I8 {llustrated in the photo-
graph appearing on p. 80 of this report,

8
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