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MESSAGE

PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES,

COMMUNICATING,

An compliance with « resolution of the Scuate, copies of the correspondence
between the War Departinent and Governor Cull, concerning the war
in Florida.

Magrcu 12, 1840. - .

Laid on the table, and ordered to be printed.

Wasninaron, March 11, 1840.
Ste: In compliance with the resolution of the Senate, dated the 4th of
February, 1840, I have the honor to transmit, herewith, copies of the
correspondence between the Department of War and Governor Call, con-
.cerning the war in Florida.
Very respectfully, your most obedient servant,
M. VAN BUREN.
Hou. R, M. Jounson, -
President of the Senate.

War Deparryent, March 11, 1840,

Sik: In obedience to your direction, I have the honor to transmit,
herewith, copies of the correspondence between the Department of War
.and Governor Call, concerning the war in Florida, as called for by the
resolution of the Senate, dated the 4th February, 1840.

Very respectfully, your most obedient servant,
J. R. POINSET'T.

To the PresiDENT of the United States. '

War Derarrment, May 25, 1836.

Sir: 1 enclose, for your information, the copy of a letter this day ad-
dressed to General Clinch. Should General Scott leave, or have left the
Territory, and should General Clinch not continue in service, you are
then authorized to assume the command of the regular forces and militia
serving in Florida, and to employ the same in the best manner for the
defence of the country and the speedy subjugation of the Indians.
Bhir & Rives, pripters,
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I acknowledged, some time since, the receipt of your letter proposinga
summer campaign for the reduction of the Indians. In the event of the
command devolving upon you, under the circumstances above stated, yoy
are authorized to organize an expedition for this purpose. You will please,
however, to advert to the considerations_stated in the letter to Generg
Clinch, with respect to the service of the troops, and the dangers of the
climate ; and you must form your judgment on a view of the whole cir-
cumstances.  In these suggestions the President fully concurs; and it s
his desire that the operations should be conducted as vigorously as possible,
1 enclose, herewith, a copy of two acts of Congress : one entitled ¢ An agt
to provide for the payment of volunteers and militia corps in the service
of the United States;” and the other ¢ authorizing the President of the
United States to uccept the services of volunteers, and to raise an addi
tional regiment of dragoons, or mounted riflemen.” I am instructed by the
President to request that you will cause to be raised in the Territory of
Florida 1,000 volunteers, to be called immediately into the service of the
United States. 'The act of Congress provides that the oflicers shall be
appomited agreeably to the luws of the State or Territory where they are
raised. When corps already organized tender their services, they will be
accepted with their present organization. When this is not the case, and
the men are to be engaged individually, they will, in the first instance, be
arranged into companies, and then into battalions, regiments, and a brigade,
When existing corps do not tender their services, the basis of the organiz-
tion will be the present militia laws of the United States. These are the:
acts of Congress of May 8, 1792 ; of January 2, 1795; of March 2, 1803;
of April 18, 1814 ; and of April 20, 1816. An abstract accompanies this
letter, showing the mode of organization, and the number aund rank of the
officers. You will conform your arrangements to the principles of these
laws, as herein explained. Taking into view the acts of Congress of May
8, 1792, in the third section of which the organization is limited to where
the same may be convenient, and also the fourth section of the act of the
24th May, 1836, a discrelionary power appears to be vested in the Pre-
sident on the subject of organization generally. It must, therefore, be
controlled by the number of men, and by other circumstances. You will
organize your companies so as to contain fifty privates each. The officers,
non-commissioned officers, and musicians, will be regulated by the above
acts of Congress. You will organize the companies immediately into bat-
talions, placing five companies i each battalion. These battalions will
formn two regiments, and one brigade. Should circumstances not enable
you to raise the whole number specified, you must organize those who
may volunteer upon those principles.

It is scarcely necessary that I should urge upon you the most prompt
action upon this subject. Orders will be issued to Captain Shannon to
muster the men into service as fast as the companies are formed. You
will immediately emiploy them in the defence of the country uutil General
Scott or General Clinch shall make permanent arrangements for theit
service. 'I'he necessary orders will be given to the Quartermaster’s, Sub-
sistence, and Pay Departinents, to provide the funds for any disbursements
that may be required, as fast as necessary. Authority having already been
given to you for procuring arms and ammunition, it is not necessary again
to renew the order. Instructions will also be given for issuing the neces-
sary cainp equipage, :
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It is proper to observe, that the provision in the second scction of the act
of May 21, 1836, “which allows to volunteers a commutation for clothing
when called into actual service,” must be construed to give them a claim for
such commutation from that time, which will be paid to tliem at the same
time, and in the same manner, as they receive their monthly pay. No other
construction can be given to the law, as it is impossible to tell, until the end
of the service, the whole amount of commutation which may be due to a
volunteer. 'T'he pay of these volunteers will not commence uutil they are
called into service, and they have reached the place of rendezvous; and
they will, in all cases, be engaged to serve for twelve months thereafter, un-
less sooner dischnrged. ,

My letter to General Clinch will have advised you of the arrangements
with respect to-the T'ennessee volunteers, I beg, in addition, that you would
keep up a constant communication with General Jesup, that he way be able
to take his ulterior measures with a full knowledge of existing circum-
stances.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
LEWIS CASS.

His Excellency R. K, Cavr,

Governor of Flerida, Tallahassee.

WaRr DepartmENT, May 26, 1836.

Sir: If General Jesup. in the course of the campaign, shall move into
Florida, and General Scott shall be absent, he will, of course, be entitled to,
and will assume the command of the military operations in that quarter.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
LEWIS CASS.

His Excellency R. K. CaLr,

Governor of Florida, Tallahassee.

War DepvarrMENT, June 1, 1836.

Sir: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letters of May
16th and 18th, both of which arrived yesterday.

Upon referring to the communications addressed to you on the 25th ul-
timo, you will perceive that the arrangements there made for the campaign
in Florida render unnecessary, at this time, any measures of this depart-
ment in relation to the subject of your letter.

Very respectfully, your abedient servant,
C. A. HARRIS,
Acting Secretary of War.
His Excellency R. K. Cavt,
Governor of Florida, Tallahassee.

——

War DerarRTMENT, June 8, 1S36.

Sir: Your letter of the 24th ultimo has this moment been: received.

Having in my previous letters communicated to you the arrangements
which it had been thought best to adopt for the defence of Fiorida, it is not
necessary that I should again advert to the subject generally. General
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Scott has left the Territory, and this department is not yet informed whether
General Clineh will resume his military duaties. T understaud that he i
probably at St. Mary’s, Georgia ; and duplicate connnunications have been
sent to him, one of which Uie postmaster at Milledgeville was requested to
forward 10 him by expross. 16, on the reeeipt of this letter, you should not
have ascertuitied his determination, I would thank you to communieate
with him, and inquire whether he intends to continne i the seiviee,  This
you will please do without delay, und by an express, whose expenzes will be
paid by the department; and if; on the receipt of his auswer, yon find that
he does not ex;ect to resume the command in IPlorida, you will at once
take upon vonrself the command of all the regular troops, volunteers and
militia, who may be employed there, and use your best endeavors for the
defence ol the country, under the instructions heretofore given. It scems
to me that your suguestions are very just; but, at this distance, and with
the hwperfect knowledoe we have of the topography of the country, itis
impossible to speak with any certainty upon the subject.  "The instructions
ol General Jesup, a copy ol which was transmitted to you, will have shown
vou that the department was fully aware of the importance of preventing
all commmunication between the Creeks and Seminoles, and therefore in.
structed General Jesup, among the first measures, to station a force on the
southern part of the Creek country with that view.

L enclose, for vour infortation, a copy of the order issned {rom the Ad.
jutant General's office, authorizing you to assume the command in Florida,
in the event of the absence of General Scott and General Clinch,

Very respectfully, your obedicnt servant,

LEWIS CASS.

llis Excellency R. K. CawLy,
Governor of Florida, Tallahassee.

War DeparntyeNT, June 18, 1836.

Sin: I have but a mowment to inform you that General Clinch has re.
newed the tender of his resignation, which has been accepted. T presume
you have ascertained this fact ere this, and that you are already in the com-
mand of the troops in Florida.  If not, you will please to assume the com-
mand without delay.

Governor Cannon is proceeding to raise the volunteers which have been
asked from the State ot T'ennessee. The number assigned to West Ten-
nessee is from twelve to fifteen hundred, who are all to be mounted. They
are to rendezvous at Fayetteville on the 1st of July. Directions will be
immediately given for them to proceed to Tallahassee, and to place them:
selves under your command. [ will write to you again in the beginning
of the week.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

LEWIS CASS.

His Excellency R. K. Cavty,

Goeernor of Florida, Tallahassee.
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War DepartnenTt, June 20, 1836.

Sir: I addressed you a short letter on Saturday, informing you that
General Clinch’s resignation had heen accepted, and renewing the author-
ity for you to take command of the regular troops aud militia servirg in
Florida. It is the expectation of the President that you will employ them
in the best manner in the subjugation of the Indians, and the protection of
the country. 'T’he proper operations must be commuited to your own dis-
eretion.  'U'he President is disposed to think well of the plan suggested by
you ; hut there are also many circumstances which must have weight in
such a muatter, that the proper measures can only be determined upon where
they are to be carried into effect.  Among those, not the least important is
the climate. It is obvious that a very great risk of human life, from its in-
salubrity, ought not to be, unless the state of the country absolutely requires
such an exposure. Opinions upon the subject of carrying on a carpaign
during the summer have been variant.  You must exercise a sound discre-
tion upon the whole matter.

I enclose a copy of a lotter this day addressed to General Scott, by which
you will see that orders have been given to him to send to your aid 1,000
of the west T'ennessee mounted men, should you not succeed in raising the
volunteer force authorized by my letter of May 251h.,

You will immediately communicate to General Scott your views upon
the matter, aud likewise upon the subject of your operations generally, as
his movements and yours may atlvet cach other.

[ enclose, also, an extract of the instructions of January 21, given to Gen.
Scott, on the subject of the final disposition of the Seminole Indians. Should
you succeed in reducing them to submission, you will earry into effect the
measures directed iu that letter.  The "Pennessee tronps will be armed, and
I presume that you have cre this procured a sufficient quantity of arms
for the use of such of your militia as, from time to time, may be called into
service. Colonel Bomford will correspond with you on the subject of arms:
and ammunition. General T'owson has directed a paymaster to proceed
immediately to Tallahassee, who, I presunie, will have reached there before
you receive this letter.  He will pay all the militia and voluntecrs who have
been, or may be, in the service of the United States. General Towson will
commmnicate with you upon this subject. 1 understand that Captain Shan.
non is at "Tallabassce, with tuil authority to 1make all payments on account
of the Quarterimaster’s Departiwent. ‘Fhe acting Quartermaster General
will inform you of his arrangements. The Commissary General of Sub-
sistence will also communicate with yon on the subject of provisions; and
all requisitions which you may find it necessary to make upon the officers
of the various departments, in order to carry on your opcrations, will be
promptly complied with. Al the necessary means will be placed at their
disposal. "I'he Surgeon General will, in like manner, communieate with you.

You were, some time sinee, informed that arrangemeunts were made for
the employment of five stcamboats, and for having a part of these inanned
by seamen from the navy. You will perceive that, in my instructions to
General Scott, I have requested him to allow one or more of these boats to
ply in such places as you may direct. 1 wonld recommend that you cor-
respond with him upou this point, and also with tiie proper naval officer.
Should you, however, not receive the aid of these boats, and should require
them, you will procure them clsewhere if practicable ; and should you find
boats of other descriptions necessary, you are at liberty to huve them pur-
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chased or constructed, and, indeed, to procure whatever clse may be neces.
sary to your operations, and in accordance with the nsages of the service.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
LEWIS CASS.

His Excellency R. K. CarLL,
Governor of Florida, Tallahassce.

War DreparTMENT, June 25, 1836,

Sir: I enclose, for your information, copies and extracts of letters from
Major General Scott, in which he makes his suggestions respecting the
preparations that will be necessary for conducting the campaign against the
Scminole Indians during the next antumn.  As you have recommended an
expedition against those Indians the present summer, and have received au-
thority and means to undertake it, it would not be proper for the department
at this time to direct any preliminary arrangements looking to operations
herealter.  As, however, an expedition of this nature must be necessarily
nncertain in its results, it is proper to refer the whole matter to you, the
command in Florida being vested in you. to cause such preparations to be
made for the subjugation of the Seminole Indians as the circumstances of
the country and the nature of the warfare may require. T'his subject is
therefore committed to your diseretion ; and should you find that a renewal
of operations will be necessary hereafter, you will then please to proceed
to have all such arrangements made as you may deem necessary to their
speedy and snceesslul issue.  You will have before you the suggestions of
General Scott, and, after considering them, you will determine for yourself
what preparations may be required, and take your measures accordingly.
The various statf’ officers will procure such supplics as yon may require;
and should articles be wauted which caunot be furnishied in Florida, ar-
rangements must be made for procuring them where they can be got upon
the best terms.  In cases where the expenditures will be considerable, and
where supplies cau probably be obtained upon better terms in the Atlantic
cities, and transported to Florida in season for your operations, you had bet-
ter correspond with the chiefs of the military burcaus at this place, and
request them to have the articles procured and forwarded. If steamboats are
purchased under the recent authority to employ them upon the Gulf of
Mexico, aud upon the rivers running wto it, they can be used in the opera-
tions aguinst the Seminoles, as it is to be presumed that the Creek diflicul-
ties will be over before the autumn. 11 hired only for the above purpose, the
contract will he continued, or they must be purchased, at your discretion.
As to the establishment of posts, the collection of depots of provisions, the
means of transportation, and the preparations of all other articles and sup-
plies which may be reqnired for these auticipated operations, vou will make
such arrangements as yo may deem proper, the moment you become satis-
fied that the state of things will require these arrangements. 'The whole
subject is committed to you. If the Indians are not subdued previously, a
vigorous effrrt must be made to terminate these hostilities as soon as the
heats of sununer are over; and they must, under auy circtimstances, be put
an ¢hd to.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
LEWIS CASS.
His Excellency R. K. Cavr,
Governor of Florida, Tallahassce.
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War DerparTMENT, July 11, 1836.

Sir: 1 enclose, for your information, the copy of a letter this day ad-
-dressed to General Jesup ; and have to request that you would communi-
cate your views to him on the subject.

Very respectfully, your obedient scrvant,
LEWIS CASS.

His Excellency R. K. CaLr, |

Goverior of Floridn, Tallahassce.

War Devartment, July 19, 1836.

Sir : T have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the
Bth instant, communicating your plan of operations for the reduction of
the Seminoles.

In answer to your request that 250 or 300 seamen and marines may be
furnished {rom the squadron, I have to state that Commodore Dallas has
received ample instructions and authority from the Navy Departient to
comply with your requisitions, And as it is probable that the boats on the
Chattahoochee will not long be required there, I would snggest that you
communicate with General Jesup upon the subject of transferring them to
any point at which you think they will be of service,

Yery respectfully, your obedient servant,

C. A. HARRIS,
Acting Secretary of War.
His Excellency R. K. Cavr, :

Governor of Florida, Tallahassce.

War DerarrmenTt, July 20, 1836,

Sir : I beg leave, respectfully, to acknowledge the receipt of your letter
of the 7th instant.

I avail myselt of this accasion to correct an error in the phraseology of
my letter of yesterday. Instead of saying that Commodore Dallas has
been instructed to comply with your requisitions, the remark should have
been, that he had been instructed to co-operate with you. This correction
Is necessary to prevent any misconception of the relations of that officer to
yourself.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
’ C. A. HARRIS,

Acting Secretary of War.
His Excellency R. K. CarLr, ’
Governor of I'lorida, Tallakassee.

War DerarrMent, July 28, 1836.

Sir: 1 have-received vour letter of the 15th instant, with the general
order of General Scott, of July 2, directing the Tennecssee volunteers to be
mustered into service for threc months.
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I have the honor to state, in veply, that these troops were directed, in the
first instance, to be received for twelve months; but, at the instance of
Governor Cannon, they were mustered for six months. For a shorter term.
the law would not permit them to be accepted,

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
C. A. HARRIS,
Acting Secretury of War,
His Iixcellency R. K. CawLr,
Governor of Iloridu, Tallalassee.

War DerarrMENT, August 3, 1836.

Sir: [ have had the honor to receive your letter of the 21st ultimno, trans-
mitting Captain Lee's report of the action at Micanopy.

Your recommendation that brevets should be conferred upon this officer
and Licutenants Humphreys and T'alcott will be laid before the President,
upon his return to this city.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

C. A. HARRIS,
» Acting Secretary of War.
His Fxcellency R. K. Cari,
Governor of I'lorida, Tullahassee, Fa.

’ Wanr DepvarTMent, August 15, 1836.

Sir: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the
3lst ulumo, with its enclosures.

In answer to the latter ]mrt of your communication, I have the honor to
eticlose you copies of my letters to you, of July 19 and 20, on the subject of
your request for scamen to aid you in an expedition up the Wllhlacoochle
river.

Very respect{ully; your obedicnt servant,

. A. HARRIS,
1clm g Secretary of War.

His Excelleney R, I Cary,

Guvernor of Florida, Tallahassee.

War Deranrment, dugust 25, 1836.

Sir: 1 Imve had the honor to receive your letter of the 12th instant, with
its enclosures.

"This department has no control over the revenue cutters. By law, the
President is authorized to transfer them from the Treasury to the Navy
Departnent, when the public interest requires that measure. They will
remaiun, then, subject to the control of the Navy Department.  As the cutters-
which have been transferred have been regularly attached to the naval
command, 1 feel unwilling to ask the Navy Department to detach them
lf)greﬁom, as such a step would seem to reflect upon the commandmg
officer.
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Permit me-to recommend your frankly corresponding with Captain Dal-
las; and I cannot but think that that ofticer will take, upon your suggestion,
all such measures as the public interest may seem to demand.  Should you
find it indispensable that some vesscl shiould be under your immediate direc-
tion, would it not be better to cuiploy one of the steamboats already engaged,
or to procure another for that purpose? .

[ agree with you as to the propriety of checking the intercourse between
the Spanish fishermen and the Indians, and I trust that yourself and Com-
modore Dallas will both take all the measures in your power to eflect that
object.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

LEWIS CASS.

His Excellency R. K. CaLL,

Governor of Florida, T'allahassee, Fa.

. War DeparcMENT, September 17, 1836.

Sir: T have had the honor to receive your letter of the 5th instant,
enclosing the report of Major Pierce, of the action at Micauopy, and com-
municating the intelligence of Captain Shannon’s death.

The vacancy occasioned by the decease of Captain Shannon hasbeen fifled
by the appointment of Lieutenant Pichell, who will be ordered to report to
you for duty.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

C. A. HARRIS,
Acting Secretury of V@ .
is Excelleney R. K. Cavr,
CGovernor of Florida, Tullahussee, Fa.

War Deparrment, October 7, 1836.

Sir: I have the horior to acknowledge the receipt of yours of the 18th
ultimo, in which you enclose copies of letiers frow yoursell to Commodore
Dallas and General Jesup, and lLave submitted them to the President; who
has instracted me to say that, as far as he understands the localitics, the
plan of operations you have determined on, as developed in the letter to
General Jesup, seems to him judicious.

In regard to that portion of your letter to General Jesup in which you
censure the department for not acting ¢ with the promptuess and energy
which the importance of the case required,” in respect to a suggestion of
yours, that Commodore Dallas should be instructed to guard the coast of
Florida, so as to prevent all intercourse between the Indians and traders, §
have to observe that it is decimed highly indecorous, improper, and unjust.
You cannot but be aware that this department has no control over naval
operations; and all it can do, in a case like that in question, is to bring the
sulject before the proper branch-of the Kxecutive, and suggest the propri-

-ety of the appropriate measurcs being taken. There has been no instance
where this has not been done by ihis department, with all the promptness
and energy which the case has demanded ; and your assumption to the con-
trary is entirely groundless. Nor is it believed that the Nuvy Department
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has failed in any instance to act with as much promptitude and vigor as the
circumstances required, and a true regard to the public interest committed
to its charge would permit. [“ull and positive instructions have heen re.
peatedly given to Commodore Dallas, by the Sceretary of the Navy, to co-
operate with you, with all the measures in his power, in putting an end to
the Seminole hosiilitivs.

Equally groundless and inappropriate is your censure of the department
respecting the “crazy steamboats.” Formning an opinion from your own
commnnications, it was merely suggested that the employment of one of
the Government steamboats might be useful for the purpose in view. This
department certainly had no expectation that you would, in acting on the
suggestion, select a “crazy” one; the more especially, as you had already
been invested with full power to buy or charter, according to circumstances,
whatever vessels might be necessary for your marine operations.

This letter has been seen and approved by the President.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

C. A. HARRIS,

Acting Secretary of War.
His Exceliency R. K. CawLr,
Governor of Iolorida, Tallahassee, Fa.

War DepartmENT, October 10, 1836.

Sir: T have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the
22d vlimo, enclosing copies of letters from Major Pierce to you; one of
which relates 1o the want of oflicers in Florida. Measures will be imme-
diately tuken to remedy the cvils complained of in this letter.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, )
C. A. HARRIS,
Acting Secretary of War.
His Excrllency R. K. CaLr,
Governor of Florida, Tallahassee, Fa,

War Derarrment, October 15, 1836.

Str: T have had the honor to receive your letter of the 23d ultimo,
transmilting a copy of Cojonel Warrcn’s report of the action between the
troops under his command and a party of Indians on the 18th September.

Very respectfully, your obedicut servant,
C. A. HARRIS,
Acting Secretary of War.

His Excelleney R. K. Cavr, ‘

Governor of Florida, Tallahassce, Fu.

. War Deparrvent, November 4, 1836.
Srr: On the 29th ultimo a rumor reached this city, through the Charles-
ton papers, that yon had marcheqd, with the troops under your immediate
command, to the Withlacoochie, and there discovered the enemy in consid-
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erable force ; and that, instead of crossing the river and attacking him, you
had fallen back upon Fort Drane to obtain provisions. From the tenor of
your last despatch, under date of October 10th, in which you stated that
Major Pieree had united with you the day before, making your force thir.
teen hundred and fifty strong, and bringing seven days’ rations for the
whale army ; that, with these supplies, you intended marching to the
Withlacoochie, in the hope of encountering the enemy in his sironghold ;
and that the depots at Volusia, and at the mouth of the Withlacoochie,
would afford the means of replenishing your supplies, it was confidently
hoped that this rumor would prove erroneous. It was, however, substan-
tially confirmed by various communications received during the early part
of the present week, which also gave us the additional intelligence that Col.
Lane, with the regulars and friendly Indians under his command, after
marching from Tampa Bay to the Withlacoochie, had also retired to Fort
Drane; that the Tennessce brigade, having sustained a serious loss in
horses, and being destitute of forage, had been moved to Black creek ; and
that, in consequence of thesc untoward events, and for the waut of horses,
transportation, and supplies, your operations are likely to be suspended for
several weeks, The mails since, though they have not brought us any
communications from yourself, have furnished ample details as to all these
events; which have been still further elucidated by the verbal statemenis of
Licutenant Mitchell, lately of yeur staff, who, it appears, had been de-
spatched to this place and Philadelphia on business connected with the re-
plenishing of your supplies. That officer also reports that, at the time of
his departure, you were suffering severely from sickness and fatigue.

In the mean time the preparation of such orders from this department,
as the exigency of the case requires, has been deferred in the hope of re-
ceiving your official report ; but the mail of the last night having failed to
bring it, it is deemed indispensable to the public interest to take, without
farther delay, such measures as appear to be required by the facts within
the knowledge of the department.

Although no definitive judgment has been formed as to the occurrences
above referred to, 1 am yet instructed by the President to express to you
his disappointment and surprise that you should have commenced the exe- -
cution of a campaign of so much importance, and so long meditated, with-
out first taking effectual measures to secure all ncedful supplics from the
various depots, which, for several months, have been subject to your or-
ders ; and, above all, that, after approaching with so large a force within
so short a distance ot the enemy, and finding him apparently disposed to
give battle, you should have retired without a more serious attempt to cross
the river and to drive him from his position. This disappointment and
regret are greally increased by the considerations that these retrograde
movements will probably have the effect to expose the frontiers to new in-
vasions by maranding parties, and to encourage the Indiaus in their resist
ance, thereby increasing, beyond what might otherwise have been needed,
the severity of the measures which will now be required to subdue them.
It is due to these considerations, and also to the army and to yourself, that
the circumstances connected with your late movements should be distinctly
explained ; and in case you shall not have transmitted a {ull report on the
subject hefore the receipt of this communication, you will do so without
delay. 1In the mean time, it is hoped that thé army will soon be prepared
to resume oflensive operations ; but as there is reason to fear that the state
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of your health will not allow you to finish the campaign with the prompti.
tude and energy which the crisis demands, the President deems it expedi.
ent to relieve you from the command. By his direction I have, therefore,
this day instructed Major General Jesup, if he shall not already have
united with you, to do so at once, or to communicate with you on the sub.
Ject without delay, and thercupon to assume the command of the army
serving in LFlorida, which you will accordingly be pleased to transfer to
him. A copy ot the despateh to him is herewith transmitted to you, and
the original is borne by the same messenger who will deliver you this
communication, A

Should General Jesup not be at your headquarters on the arrival of the
messenger, you will tuke the carliest measures to despatch him to the place
where you shall have the best reasons to suppose that ofticer will be found
with the utmost expedition ; and, in the mean time, you will make all such
dispositions as may be in your power for promoting the plan of the cam.
paign prescribed in the Instructions to Geueral Jesup ; and after he shall
{mve relicved you, yon will also be pleased to co-operate, so far as the
state of your health and your other engagements may allow, in the execu.
tion of his dutics. :

I am, sir, very respect{ully, your obedient servant,

B. I BUTLER,
Secretary of War ad interim,
His lixcellency R. K. CaLr,
Governer of [lorida.

Copy of despatch of the War Department to General Jesup, referred
to n letter dated Ath November, 18306.

War Devarrment, November 4, 1830,

Str: Before this communication reaches you, you will have become
fully acquainted with the retrograde movements of Governor Call, and the
other events conneeted therewith, which have recently occurred in Florida,
These cireumstances have fui o time suspended offensive operations ; and
from the lecble state of Governor Call’s health, it is to be leared that he will
not be able to proseeute the campaign, when resumed, with that promptitude
and enerzy which the erisis demands.  "The President has therefore deter-
mined to commut to you the command of the army serving in Florida, and
the general direction of the war against the Seminoles.

You will, accordingly, ou the reccipt of this conmmunication, should you
then be at Governor Call's hicadquarters, and, if not, so soon as you can reach
there, or can conmnunicate with him, assune the command of all the forces
in the Territory. )

The hostile Indians having been discovered in considerable force on the
banks of the Withlacoochie, and it having been also ascertaitied that their
principal camps and scttlements are situated on the south side of that river,
you will mmediately malke all suitable arrangements for a vigorous attack
on their strongholds, and for penetrating and occupying the whole country
between the Withlacoochie and Tampa Bay.  With a view to this end,
you will first establish posts at or near the mouth of the Withlacoochie, at
Fort King, and at Volusia; and you will take the proper measures for secur-
ing, through them, the safety of the frontier. You will, also, through the
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same posts, and by sueh means of transportation as may be most certain
and cconomical, make permanent arrangements for procuring permanent
and regular supplics.  So soon as those dispositions shall be completed, you
will concentrate all your disposable forces, and proceed without delay to
cross the Withlacoochie, and to possess yourscl{ of the positions now oceu-
pied by the Indians; attacking and routing them in their strongholds, and
scouring the whole country between the Withlacoochic and Tampa Bay.

Should you succeed in bringing the Indians (o a general engazement, and
in defeating them therein, the ready submission of the tribe iy probably
be expected. If, however, they should abandon their present position on
the Withlacoochie before you reach it, or you should drive themn from it
without entirely subduing them, you will then take such advanced posi-
tions to the south of Volusia, and to the cast and south of "T'ampa Bay, as
the nature of the country may adwmit, and push {rom them such further
operations as may be necessary to the most speedy and cffectual subjuga.
tion of the enemy.

‘The above direction to attack the enemy in his strongholds, and to
possess yourself of the country between the Withlacoochic and Tampa
Bay, you will regard as a positive order, to he exccuted at the earliest prac-
ticable moment. In other respects, you will exercise a sound discretion,
and will adopt such measures as you may deem best calculated to protect
the frontier, and to effect the subjugation and removal of the Indians.

Great confidence being reposed in your prudeuce, energy, and skill, it is
deemed unnecessary to urge you to promptitude or activity, or to impress
on you the importance of early and frequent co'mmanications.

Very respectfunlly, your most obedient servant,
B. . BUTLER,
Secretary of War ad interim.
Major General T. 8. Jesuv,
United States Army, Florida.

[Note appended to the foregoing lettar.]

NoTe.—A postseript was added to the original letter of General Jesup,
acknowledging letters received from him after the preparation of the above,
and enclosing a communication from the acting Quartermaster General ;
but as it is believed that this postscript was not included in the copy sent
to Governor Call, it is not now sent.

War DeparrMmENT, December 30, 1836.

Sir: I have this day had the honor to reccive, and to lay before the
President, your communication of the 2d instant, with the accompanying
copy of a report, addressed by you to the Secretary of War on the 19th of
October, the original of which has never reached the department ; and, as
it has not been alluded to in any communication heretofore received from
you, it was not until this day that the department had any intimation that
such a report was made.

The several topics embraced in your last communication will receive an
early and deliberate consideration.

In the mean time, I hasten to correct certain erroneous impressions which
you appear to have imbibed to the prejudice of an officer referred to in my
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letter of the 4th ultimo,  Speaking of that communication, you observe «j;
informed e of a rumor which had reached Washington very unfavorable
to my conduct and military character. It reminds me of the means, and sup.
posed means, 1 possessed of achieving a victory over the enemy ; of the un.
willinguess of the departinent to credit the rumor; but that it had been sub.
stantially confirmed by various communications received, further ¢ elucida.
ted’ by the verbal statement of Licutenant Mitchell, late of my staf,” &c. Ina
subsequent part of your letter you again allude to this oflicer, and malke the
following obscrvations and statements: “As to the rumor, it is intangible,
aud [ shall say nothing about it.  Nor are the commuuications whicli you
mention as having been received entitled, in iy estimation, to higher credit,
as they must have been destitute of truth; for Licutenant Mitchell, who
secms to have elucidated’ the whole matter, and whom you seem to have
comsidered as a member of my stafl; sent on to Washington and Philadelphia
by me on business connected with the replenishing of my supplies, T must
say, if he made such representations, he was truly unfortunate in commu.
nicating facts,  For the want of an ordnance ofticer, so often coniplained of
to the department by the officers in command in Florida, I appointed Mr,
Mitchell to take charge of the ammunition ; in the same order, my stafl’ was
annonnced to the army.  He marched with us from Suwance Old T'own,
and lived in the family of Generui Armstrong, nntil a few days before our
return from the Withlacoochie to Fort Drane, when he came 1nto the mess
with myself aud stafl.  On our arrival at the latter place, he applied for per.
mission to go to Black creel, which was readily grauted.

s He suggested that he might be of service in procuring and forwarding
the clothing and blankets which I intended to order the quartermaster at
Black creck to purchase for the friendly Indians, as it had been represented
by their commander that they were in great want of those articles. At
Black creck I understood he applied to one of ry aids, then at this place,
for an order to proceed to Charleston and Philadelphia to make those pur-
chases. 'T'his was done without my knowledge, and certainly very con-
trary to my intention, as T did not wish him to go further than Black creek.
He has forwarded no clothing for the Indians, nor has he made any report
of his proceedings. I have to request that this officer may be ordered, with-
out delay, to join his company at Fort Clinch, on the Withlacoochie. As
to his having been sent by me to replenish my supplies, the statement is er-
roneons,

“The Indians were almost naked, and [ felt it my duty to have them
clothed on the requisition of their commander.”

That part of my letter of the 4th of November, referred to in the passages
above quoted, is in the following words:

«On the 29th ultimo, a rumor reached this city, through the Charleston
papers, that you had marched with the troops under your immediate com-
mand to the Withlacoochie, and there discovered the enemy in considerable
force; and that, instead of crossing the river and attacking him, you had
fallen back upon IFort Draue to obtain provisions.

“ From the tenor of your last despatch, under date of October 10th, in
which you stated that Major Pierce had united with you the day before,
making your force thirteen hundred and fifty strong, and bringing seven
days’ rations for the whole army; that with these supplies you intended
marching to the Withlacoochie, in the hope of encountering the ecnemy in
his strongholds; and that the depots at Volusia and at the mouth of the
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Withlacoochie wonld afford the means of replenishing your supplics, it was
confidently hoped that this rumor would prove erroneous. It was, however,
substantially confirmed by various communications received during the
carly part of the present week, which also gave us the additional intelli-
gence that Colonel Laue, with the regulars and fricndly Indians under his
comwand, after marching from Tampa Bay to the Withlucoochie, had also
retired to Fort Drane ; that the T'ennessce brigade, having sustained a serious
loss in horses, and being destitute of forage, had been moved to Biack creek ;
and that, in cousequence of these untoward events, and for the want of
horses, transportation, and supplics, your operations are likely to be sus-
pended for several weeks.

«The mails since, though they have not broughit us any communications
from yourself, huve furnished ample details as to all these events; which
have been still further clucidated by the verbal statements of Lieutenant
Mitchell, late of your stafl) who, it appears, had been despatched to this
place and to Philadelphia on business connected with the replenishing of
your supplies. 'T'hat oflicer also reports that, at the time of his departure,
you were suffering severely from sickness and fatigue.

«In the mean time, the preparation of such orders from this department,
as the exigency of the case requires, has been deferred in the hope of re-
ceiving your oflicial report; but the mail of the last night having failed to
bring 1t, it is deemed indispensable to the public interest to take, without
further delay, such measures.as appear to be required by the facts within
the kknowledge of the department.”

On a more carelul perusal of this extract, you will perceive that my letter
did not inform you that any rumor “unfavorable to your conduct or mili-
tary character” had been elucidated by the verbal statemeunts of” Lieutenant
Mitchell. The observation is, that certain events, in respect to which am-
ple details had been furnished by the mails received at Washington prior to
the 4th of November, had been further clucidated by the verbal statéments
of that officer. 'There is nothing in this expression which can warrant you
in iuferring, as you seem to have done, that the verbal statements of Lieun-
tenant Mitchell were derogatory to your character, or that he had given
conntenance to any rumor of that nature.

But it is due to Licutenant Mitchell that this correction should not be
confined to a mere exposition of the erroneous character of the inferences
you have drawn from the language of the department. As an act of simple
justice to him, I have to inform you that he made no statements in respect
to any such rumors. Having called on me, in my official capacity as acting
head of the War Department,on thebusiness with which he was charged, 1 pro-
posed to him such inquiries in regard to the events which had then recently
occurred in Ilorida, and to the actual position of affairs when he left the
army, as were calculated to obtain any information which lie might be able
to communicate. His replies were characterized not only by perfect respect
towards yourself, but apparently by great candor. He placed in my posses-
sion a_newspaper article, originally addressed to the editor of the Florida
Herald, and published in an extra number of that paper of the 21st of Octo-
ber, and referred to it as a full and accurate account, so far as it extended,
from the pen of one of your own aids. His verbal statements corresponded
with that article, but brought down the account to a few days later; and
gave the additional intelligence, mentionied in my letter, as to the state of
your healih at the time of his departure.



" You will also. perceive, on a more careful examination of the extract, that
“it.does not represent Licutenant Mitchell as one of your staff at the time of
his commmnication to the departinent, nor docs it allege that he had been
sent on by you on business connected with your supplies; the suggestion is,
“that he was lutely of your stafl, and that he had been despatched. to this
place ‘and to Piuladelplia, &c.; without saying by whom. The passage
above quoted from your last communication substantially confirms this sug-
gestion ; to which it shonld be added, that lie was also charged with a re..
quisition from General Armstrong for clothire for the Tennessee brigade.
A copy of that partof this letter which relatesto Lieutenant Mitchell will
-be transmitted to'that oflicer ; and it is not doubted that you. will take plea-
sure in extending to hiin the like justice which yow invoke for vourself. .
P L . o BOF BUTLER; -
SR R S - Secretary of War ad: interim. .
“His Excelleney R. K. Cavry, o B I T
I  'Governor of Florida. =

L Wan DeparTMeNT, January 14, 1837,

- Sir: In'my leiter of the 30th ultimo, I"had the honor to acknowledge
~the receipt, on that day, of your communication of the 2d of same month,
and to reply to soimuch of it as related 1o Licutenant Mitehell. . Pursuant-
 to the assurance thicn given, 1.now proceed to notice, so far as deemed just:
to you, or neccssary iu other respects, the several topics embraced in your
letter. T RIS S PR P

- You have becn pleased to characterize the communication. addressed to -
you on. the 4th. of November last as u ‘docament in_the highest degree
“extraordinary and unjust ; and the excited fecling |

_ ikely to be pr’oduéea by
“such an impression is displayed in every part ol your reply.’ Under the
influence of this feeling, you indulge in many remarks not at all necessary -
1o the explanation of your conduct, or the defence of your character: = You
charge the President and the departiment with the injustice; .not only of
‘coudemning you unheard, but of inflictitig on’ you, without proof, and on
- mere rumor, -the severest penalty which. the case: admitted.- You impute
to us the mockery; after thus visiting you with all the consequences of
actual guilt, of calling for anexplanation of your -conduct ; and you more.
“than once: intimate ‘doubts; as to the willingness of either to repair, even-
-after the clearest  demonstrations, the wrongs we may have comnitted.
For reasons which, in:your cooler nmioments, will readily occur to you, no

reply. will be made to these parts of your communication.. -~ &~
1t is believed that all your exceptious-to the Janguage and directions of
- my letter are founded on an erroneous view of its true scope. : The object:
- of that paper was two-fold : firs(; to requirc an explanation of the causes
whicl led to the feilure of the movement made by the troops under your
command in the month of October last; and, secondly, to transfer the com-
_mand of the forces serving.in Florida, and the general direction of the war
‘against the Seminoles, to General Jesup,. For each of these measures,
- distinet and, as it was thought, ample grounds were. stated -by the depart-
~ment.. In your. reply; you have not discriminated between thess: two pur-
“poses: you treat the whole as a’ censure, or. rather asa punishment, for:
‘presumed misconduct ; and, to sustain this view; you entirely overlook the.
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patticular reasons on which the various parts of the communication pro-
ceeded.

In giving you the views of the President and of the department on the
material points discussed in your reply, the original order and design of
my letter will be carefully adhered to.

The propriety ot the call for explanation must be determined by the
circimstances known to the departiwent at the time when it was made.
"I'hese were briefly enumerated 11 my letler, as derived, not from rumor,
nor from unfriendly communications, but from various authentic sources,
to which, in the abscuce of any report from you, we were obliged to have
recourse,  Of these statements, that which was most relied upon, so far as
it proceeded, was the acconnt addressed by one of your own aids to the
editor of the Florida Herald, and originally published in that puper. But,
as no report had been received from yonrself, it was thought to be due to
your station and personal character, that the general grounds on which the
action of the depuartient was founded, and the reasons which led to it, in
the absence of such a report, should be distinctly suggested in the instruc-
tions. ‘I'he rumor from the Charleston newspapers, being the first intima-
tion which reached us of the failure of your movement on the Withla-
coochie, was referred to as introductory of the subject; but the measures
direeted by the President were expressly placed on the various: coufirma-
tory accounts subsequently received.

It is a sufficient answer to all your objections to the nature of this evi-
dence, that it was the best within the reach of the department; and that
it camne {rom so many sources, and was so corrohorated by undoubted
fucts, as to be worthy of full credit. A further, and, if it were needed, a
stll more decisive answer is to be found in the fact, that, of the various
circamstances stated in iy letter, there is not one which is not substan-
tially admitted in your communication of the 2d ultimo, or in the enclosed
copy of your still mnissing despatch of the 19th of October.

"T'he case presented two prominent particulars, each of which excitad
disappointment, surprise, and regret, 'The first was, that, with such ample
means and such abundant time for adequate preparation, you should have
commenced yonr forward movement to the enemy’s strong holds, without
taking effectual meastires to secure the needful supplies ; and the second, that
a more serious attempt had not been made, after coming up with the enemy,
to cross the river, and to drive himn from his position. That these points were
well calculated to produce such emotions in the mind of the President, no one
better knows than yourself. Your correspondence with the department
up to and including your last despatch (that of October 10th) had author-
ized other and very ditferent expectations. That the public would enter-
tain the like feelings, and would not be satisfied without full explanation
on both subjects, was equally plain. For these and other reasons, briefly
stated in my letter, you were required to transmit a detailed report of all
the circumstances connected with your movements. That this call was
well warranted by the existing posture of affuirs is a point too obvious
lo need remark : you have yourself conceded it, by giving a minute and
elaborate explanation, Its sufficiency is therefore the only matter which,
under this head, is yet to be considered.

The various facts detailed in your report, in respect to the measures
taken by you to secure the necessary supplies while operating on the
Withlacoochie, have been matnrely weighed by the President and the

2
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department.  We coneur with you in thinking that you had good reason
to expeci, when you marched from Fort Drane on the 9th of Octoher, tha
the depot previously ordered to be established by General Read at Grahans
Catup would Le completed by at least the 16th of October; aud we are
also savisticd that the eauses whicli prevented the establishient of tha
particular depot at that time are by no means to be impnted to any act or
omission of yours. This remmark, however, must not be understood as
sanctioning your complaints against the paval officers employed in navi.
guting the steaunboats, Uie justice of which, ou the facts now in possession
of the department, is not perceived.

In thus explicitly exonerating you from any responsibility for the failure
of General Read’s efforts to establish the depots in question, the fullest
measure ol justice to which you are entitied is belicved to have heen
awarded you.  Butitis due to candor, and is called for by the peculiur
language of your letter, to say that it yet remains to be regretted that you
should bave marched from Fort Drane with so scanty a supply of provis.
jons before you had ascertained that the projected depot—a depot so indis.
peusable to the success of your movemem—nhad been actnally estilished,
The dircetion to General Read involved several distinet measures, aud its
accomplishiient was very liable to be defeated by aceidents beyond his
control.  There seems, therefore, to have been a want of duce caution in
moving to a position where you would be thrown on him for the sub
sistence of your torce, without first knowing that his supplies would cer-
tainly be accessible. On the other hund, it is not doubted that the error of
judgment above imputed to you had its origin in the ardent desire of your-
sclf and of the treops under your command to mect the enemy, and to
hasten the conclusion of the war. Under these patriotic impulses, it is
perhaps not strange that you should have counted with too mucli confi-
dence on the cilorts of General Read, and should have overlooked the
contingencics by which they were liable to be defeated. Al this is cheer-
fully allowed by the President, and 1 take pleasure in stating it.  More
than this, with the views now entertained by the department, it seems to
us impossible, cousistently with justice, to concede. And with respect to
your general operations, it is sull a subject of disappoiutment and regret,
cousidering the time and means allowed you, that more eftectual measures
were not taken for sccuring such supplies as might have enabled you, on
comuencing offeusive operations, to maintain the positions to which you
might advauce, and to prosecute the campaign with steadiness and vigor.
The delay which this would have required might better have heen in-
curred than to risk the far greater delay and the other injurious conse-
quences of a retrograde.

The circumstances set forth in your communication for the purpose of
explaining your retirement from the river, without a more serious attempt
to cross it, have also been deliberately considered. 'The conclusions of the
President and of the department on this part of the case, if not so tavorable
as you desire, are yet sufficiently so to exempt yourself and the army under
your command from the imputations which you suppose to be implied in
the call for explanation. At the syme time, it is my duty to remind you
that the passage of the Withlacoochie was effected on the 16th of October
(only a day or two after you abundoned the attempt) by Colonel Lune, with
the regulars and Indians under his command, at a place about three miles
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from your encampment. Tt was also accomplished on the 13th of Novem.
ber by your own army. ‘

These facts prove that the difficulties of the passage, though doubtless, at
all times, very great, were not insuperable.  Cogent and, perhaps, suflicient
reasons for the abandonment of the enterprise on your first movement are,
however, to be found in your total want of provisions (except such as your
men would not use) and other supplies, and in the great loss of horses
which your troops had sustained; but this only increases our regret at the
originai cause of these untoward circumstances. Had you heen as well
supplied on the 13th of October as you were on the 18th of November,
neither the river nor the arms of the enemy would have prevented the ac-
complishiment of your great purpose—the encountering of the Indians in
the cove of the Withlacoochie.  Before Ileave this point, it is proper 1 shouid -
observe, that, in speaking of your movements as “refrograde,’ reference was
had, not to your march along the river in quest of the expected depot, but
to the retirement of the army to Fort Drane and Black creck—ithe former
thirty miles, and the Jatter near one hundred, from tne Withlacoochie. 1t
is in this sense, also, that the expression is used in the despateh to General
Jesup; and you will allow me to express my surprise at the erroneous con-
struction you have given it, and, stifl more, at the strictures upon it in which
you have thought proper to indulge.

The transfer of the command to General Jesup, when properly under-
stood, will be seen to have been not only right, but unavoidable.  Through-
out your letter, you have treated this step as a removal for misconduct.
This feature ot your letter, and the animadversions and cowmplaints con-
nected with it, are the more extraordinary, since, in the communication to
yourself, and in that of the same date to General Jesup (a copy of which
was enclosed to you), the transfer of the command to the latter was expressly
attributed to the apprehiension that you might not be able, in your then fee-
ble state of health, to finish the campaign with the promptitude and energy
demanded by the crisis. In no part of your conimunication have you once
alluded to this fact, or to the weighty considerations connected with it, as
the assigned and suflicient reason for changing the command, althongh it
appears, {from your own statements, that the account of your sickness given
to the department was strictly true; nor do you seem to have recollected
that it was originully designed, and so made known to you at an early day,
that the command should be tuken by General Jesup on his arrival in
Florida. It is true, the department afterward acceded to the very liberal
suggestion of that officer, that, as you had prepared the plan of the campaign,
you should be allowed to conduct it; and, had the condition of things
remained unaltered, this arrangement, probably, would not have been inter-
fered with. But their condition had been entirely changed by the retire-
ment of the army from the Withlacoochie ; the suspension of offensive oper-
ations ; the want of an official report from you ; the short period remaining
for the service of the Tennessee volunteers; the necessity produced by that
cause, and by other considerations, for the utmost promptitude ; and, above
all, by your own severe sickness. Under these circumstances, and know-
ing, as we did, that General Jesup had arrived in Florida, with what pro-
priety could the campaign have been left, at a juncture so critical, to the
contingencies of your recovery? How could it be foreseen that you would
survive? or, if you survived, that you would be able in due season,-or at
any time, to take the field?  On a more dispassionate view of this part of the
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case, you cannot help perceiving that. in the langnage you have used i
respect to ity you have done the President great injustice ; and 1 trust yoy
will be convineed that the mieasure in question, at the time and under the
cireumstances referred to, was not merely an act of prudence, but of impe.
rious duty.

In answer to vour request for a court of inquiry, it is, perliaps, sufficient
to remark that, as you are not now in the military service of the United
States, it is believed there is no anthority to organize such a court; and,
even if the power were clear, the President is of opinion that there exists no
adequate couse for its exercise.  T'he call upon you for explanation has
been fully complied with.  No difierence exists as to any material fact; and
thongh heis obliged, upon your own statement, to mpule to you the errors
of judgment abovementioned, yet he does not deem them of such a charac.
ter as to demand any farther investigation.  Should you, on the reeeipt of
this letter, still desire a court of inquiry, you will please repeat your request,
and it shall receive a fuller consideration.

Before closing this letter, I am instructed to inform you that the eflicient
measures taken to redeem the time lost by the failure of your first move.
ment, and the energy, fortitude, and courage, displayed by all the forees un.
der your comumand on resuming the campaign, and especially in the several
engagements in the cove of the Withlacoochic and the Walwo swamp, as
stated in your report of the 27th of November, have received, as they deserve,
the high approbation of the President. It is also due to you to add that
Gieneral Jesup, in despatches received (rom him, has borne testimony, in the
strongest manncer, to the merits of your general plan of operations, and to
the efliciency of the meusures in progress when he assumed the comniand.
The first of these despatches which came to hand was published by the
department, as an act of justice to yourself, in the Globe newspaper of the
27th ultimo. . )

Since commencing this communication, a resolution has been received
from the Senate, calling for your explanatory letter. Its transmission to
that body will supersede the necessity of a compliance with the request con-
tained in your letter of the 20th ultimo.

Very respectfully, your most obedient servant,

B. F. BUTLER.
Secretary of War, ad interim.
His Excellency R. K. Cawr,
Governor of Fiorida, Tallahassee, Fa.

P. S.—The President’s directions for the preparation of this letter were
given some time since, and it was commenced ou the day of its date; but,
from the pressure of matters in the department requiring immediate action,
and of my other official duties, its completion has necessarily been delayed.

Janvary 20, 1837.

—

War DepartmenT, February 20, 1837.

Sir: In reply to an inquiry contained in your letter of the 5th ultimo, I
have the honor to inform you, that your official despatch of the 27th of No-
vember was received on the 10th of December last, and immediately de-
livered to the Adjutant General, with directious to cause it to be published
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entire in the Globe newspaper; which was accordingly done.. These di-
rections were given from a desire to bring before the public, at the earliest
moment, the interesting intelligence contaited in your communication, and
also as an act of justice to yourself, and to the brave men under your com-
mand. -

The withdrawing of the comunication {rom my immediate possession,
for the purpose above stuted, combined with various other circumstances,
preveuted the acknowledgment of its veceipt. "I'he publication in the news-
paper must, however, have given you a kuowledge of the fact soon after
the writing of your letter of the 5th ultimo; and in my letter of the 14th
ultimo, I had occasion to express the high sense of the services detailed in
the despateh itsclf.

The complaint against Lieutenant L’lingle, contained in your letter of
the 20th of Dccember, was referred by me to the ucting Quartermaster
General, and has been fully investigated by him. Enclosed you have his
report; from which you will perceive that you have labored under errone-
ous impressions’ as to the conduct of Lieutenant {Engle. I have not
thonght it needful to send you the numerous doctunents transmitted to me
by the acting Quartermaster General.

Very respectfully, your most obedient servant,

B. IV BUTLER,
Secretary of War, ad interin.
His Fixcelleney R. K. Cavci.
Governor of Florida, Tallahassee, Florida.

War Devarrment, March 13, 1837.

Sir: I had the honor, on the 6th instant, to receive your letter of the
20th of February,  As 1 shall leave the departinent this day, and as every
moment of 1wy time since the receipt of this last communication has been
employed in despatehing the great amount of business which had accumu-
lated during the latter part of the session of Congress, [*find it impossible
to reply, in detail, to the various suggestions, arzuments, and complaints,
presented by you.  Nor do [ deem it at all necessary that I' should do so,
as [ am content to submit the course of the department towards yourself, so
far at least as I am concerned in it, to the enlightened judgment of the pub-
lic, on the correspondence which has already been had between us.

I think it proper, however, to mention two particulars before I leave the
subject.  Ist. My letter of the 14th of February was prepared after the ful-
lest consideration on the part of President Jackson, and submitted to him
for his approbation before it was finished or sent to vou. Some of the
points to which vou take the strongest exception were inserted at his ex-
press suggestion, and the whole letter reecived his Tull sauction.

2d. "'he statement that Colonel Lane had crossed the Withlacoochie only
about three miles from your encampment, was taken by me from the printed
account prepared by one of your aids, and was supposcd by e, as well as
by the President, to be perfectly correct, umtil a few days since, when Gen-
eral Armstrong, of Teunessee, informed me, as you have stated in your let-
ter, that it was about twenty-five or thirty mules distant; tlic mistake, in
all probability, was made by the printer, who, doubtless, mistook thirty for
three.  On wy showing the prinied account to General Armstrong, he was
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entirely satisfied. 1 proposed to him that he should write me a letter stating
the fact, to the end that T might correct the error in a letter to you; and]
understond him to assent to this suggestion. His occupations while here,
and his early departure, probably prevented him from addressing to me the
proposed communication.

Very respectfully, vour most obedient servant,

B. F. BUTLER,
Secretary of War, ad interim,
His Excellency R. K. Carr,
Governor of Floridu, Tallahassee, Florida.

War Department, Muy 17, 1837

Str: In answer to your letter of the 29th ultimo, on the subjeet of the
issuie of rations to the suffering inhahitants of Florida, I have the honor to
enclose you a copy of the instructions this day forwarded to Major General
Jesup on that subject. The instructions have been directed to General
Jesup, at "Tampa Bay ; but to provide against the contingency of their mis.
carriage, or his absence from that post, I take the liberty of transmitting
you a duplicate of them, which I will thank you to direct aud enclose to
“him, :

Very respectfully, your most obedient servant,
J. R. POINSETT,
Secretary of War,
His Excellency R. K. Carr,
Governor of Ilorida, Tallahassee, Florida.

Wanr Devarrment, May 26, 1837.

Sir: T have had the honor to receive your letter of the 26th of March
lest, in reference to the claim of Colonel Wood, for the services of the
steamer Minerva, while in the employ of the United States.

In reply, I tran8mit you a copy of a report of the acting Quartermaster
General on this subject. For the reasous stated in this veport, the depart:
ment cannot consent to an adjustment of Colonel Wood’s elaim till the
steamer Lieutenant Izard shall have been surrendered unconditionally to
the United States. "T'hen, also, will that gentleman’s cluin for salvage be
taken into consideration, and not sooner.

Very respectfully, your most obedient servant,
J. R. POINSETT,
Secretary of War.
His Exceflency R. K. CaLr, o
Governor of Florida, Tullahassee, Florida.

War Dupartment, August 4, 1837,

Sir: T have the honor to enclose, for your information, a copy of a letter
to General Jesup, in reference to the system of relief to the suffering in-
babitants of Florida.

Very respectfully, your most obedient servant,
J. R. POINSETT,
, Neeretary of War.

His Excellency R. K. Cavr,

Governor of Florida, Tallahassee.
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War DerarTMENT, September 5, 1837,

Str: 1 have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter ef the
23d ultimo, in reference to the employment of a brigade of mounted volun-
teers from the State of Kentucky, during the next campaign against the
Seminoles.

The force alrendy engaged will preclude the necessity of employing so
large a force of mounted men; and I regret, therefore, that this circum-
stance deprives the department of the power to avail itself of the patriotic
disposition of the citizens of Kentucky, and of your own valuable services.

Very respectfully, your most obedient servant,
J. R. POINSETT,
Secrelary of War.
His Excellency R. K. Carr,
Goverror of Florida, Tallahassee, Florida.

War Derantment, October 13, 1837.

Sir: I have had the honor to receive your letter of the 26th ultimo, in
reference to the noun-payment of certain troops, wmentioned by you, in
Middle and West [lorida; aud I transmit you a report of the Paymaster
Geueral upon the subject.

When the muster-rolls of the troops shall been transmitted to this depart-
ment, the preper order respecting their payment will be promptly given.

Very respectfully, your most obedient servant,
. J. R. POINSETT,
Secretary of War.
His Excellency R. K. Cavry,
~Governor of Ilorida, Tallahassee, Florida.

War DerarTmient, Oclober 31, 1837.
Sir: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the
14th instant, in reference to the suffering condition of the inhabitants of the
counties of Washington and Walton, West Florida, and advising that you
had ordered provisions to he issued for their temporary relief.  ‘I'hese issues
will be allowed ; and the superintendent of the system of relief in Florida,
who has been furnished with a copy of your letter, has been directed to
confer with General Jesup, and, if that officer thinks it proper, to despatch
an agent to the district of country in guestion, to attend to the issue of ra-
tions to the inhabitants, in conformity with the regulations recently pre-
scribed.
Very respectfully, your most obedient servant,
J. R. POINSETT,
Secretary of War.
His Excellency R. K. Carry,
Governor of Florida, Tallahassee, Florida.

——— e

War Departrmext, November 16, 1837,

Str: I have received your letter of the 27th ultimo, and its enclosures,
and, in reply, have the honor to inform you that a paymaster has recently
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been sent to Florida, with instructions to pay all troops legally entitled (o
compensation from the United States. 1 trust your excellency will experi.
ence no further difficulty from the suhject.

Very respectfully, your most obedient servant,

J. R. POINSETT,
Secretary of War,
His Kxcellency R. K. Cart,
Governor of Florida, Tullahassec, Florida.

War DeparrMinT, December 30, 1837,

Sir : I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the
11th instant, in respect to paying certain Florida troops, and, in reply, to
transmit you a report of the Paymaster General, with a copy of the act of
Congress to which it alludes.

The appropriation law, which provides the only funds out of which a
payment of this kind could be made, restricts the application of the money
to such troops only as have been called out either by the General command-
ing in Florida, or under the express authority of the President of the United
States ; whereas, it would appear, from the information now in the posses-
sion of the department, that the troops, whose payment you seck to effect,
were called out by you subsequent to the period when you ceased to com.
mand the army in Florida.  Full explanations of the necessity and manner
of calling these troops into the service, are therefore necessary, and these
will be immediately asked of General Jesup. :

Very respectfully, your most obedient servant,

J. R. POINSETT,

Secretary of War.
His Excelleney R. K. Cavr,
Governor of Florida, Tullahassee, Florida.

War Derarrtment, Juniary 10, 1838,
Sir: In order that you may make it known to the inhabitants of the
counties of Washington and Walton, and advise them to return to the cul-
tivation of their furms, 1 have the honor to inform your excelleney that
subsistence will not be furnished to them beyond the 15th of next month,
Very respectfully, your most obedient servant,
J.R. POINSETT,

Secretary of War.
His Excellency R. K. CaLr,
Governor of Floridu, Tullahussee, Florida.

War Deparrment, April 25, 1838.
Sir: Within the last two or three mounths, the department has several
times received intelligence of depredations committed by the Iudians m
« Middie Florida, and has culled the attention of General Jesup to them, and
given particular directious for the defence of that portion of the "Ierritory.
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Recent information, of further depredations, renders it necessary that some
further steps should be taken ; and I have the honor to inform you that the
commanding officer in Florida has this day been written to, and directed to
send an officer of rank and jutelligence to that scction, with such part of
the regular force as can be spared, for the purpose of preventiug a repetition
of these depredations ; and, if possible, to capture or destroy the lawless ma-
rauders who commit them. The regular force that this officer may be
able to take with him, may not be suthcient for the accomplishment of the
objects in view, and it may therefore be necessary for him to apply to your
excellency for a portion of the militia to aid him. In this event, I am in-
structed by the President to request that you will place at his dlSpOS’ll such
an amount of furce, of this description, as he may require, to serve three
months, unless sooner discharged.

Very respectfully, your most obedient servant,

S. COOPER,
Acting Secretary of War.
His Excellency R. K. Cacr,
Governor of Florida, T'allahassee, Florida.

War Deparrment, May 30, 1838.

Sir: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the
12th instant, expressing your readiness to comply with the requisition made
upon you, by dircetion of the President, for such militia force as the officer
charged with the defence of Middle Florida may find it necessary to call
for; advisory of the flight of the Creek Indians assembled for emigration to
the west, of the conscquem alarm of the citizens, and of the measures you
have taken for their protection, consisting of the employment of a portion
of the militia, and of the Appalachicola Indians. These measures, you ex-
press a wish, may be approved by the department, under the impression, it
is presumed, that such approval will legally entitle the troops so employed
to cotupensation from the United States.

The laws relating to the employment of the militia and volunteers pro-
hibit the payment of any by the Government except those regularly mus-
tered iuto, or out of, the service of the United States, under directions from
the President, the bccxetary of War, or a general officer of the regular army,
so that the formal approval by the departmcnt of the measures alluded to
would not effect the object for which, it is inferred, you deem it.

‘I'he only way, therefore, in which the department could legally bind
itself for the payment of the troops in guestion, would be, to have mustered
into the service those still employed, and to have mustered out those who
have been dismissed, if they would assemble for that purpose ; and General
Taylor, who has full power, under his instructious, to employ such an
amount of force, and to make all other arrangements necessary for the defence
of Florida, will be written to, and authorized to adopt the above course.

Very respectfully, your most obedient servant,

3. R. POINSETT,
Secretary of War.
His Bxcellency R. K. Cavr,
Governor of Florida, 1T'allahassee, I'lorida.
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Wan Durarrmenr, June 2, 1838,

Sir: I have had the honor to recvive your letter of the 20th ultimo, and
its enclosures, on the subject of the appearance of Indians in West Florida,
of the fears of the inhabitants of depredations from them, and of their desire
to be protected by a military force.

From your letter it appears that your excellency is still under a misap.
prehiension as to the power of the departiment to male provision for the sub.
sistence and payment of militia called out by you for the defence of Florida,
This is not a matter in which the department cau exercise its diserction, it
heing limited to making provision for the maintenance of those troops only
which are regularly mustered into the service, and for the payment of those
so mustered into, or out cf] the service, under directions from the President,
the Sccretary of War, or a general oflicer of the United States anny. It is
still further restricted by the want of means to provide lor but a very limited
force, as it is with the greatest difliculty that appropriations can be obtained
of Congress for even the smallest possible amonnt of foree necessary for the
execution of its duty of proteeting the inhabitauts of Florida and elsewhere,
Hence the necessity of vesting the calling ont of troops, and taking other
measures, involving expense for the defeuce of Florida ouly in the geueral
in comnmand there,

Ample authority has been given to General Taylor to take every measure
in his power to afford protection to the inhabitants of that territory, as you
have already been advised, and it would save time and risk if; in all ex-
igencies of the kind presented in your letter, you would apply to him for
the necessary force, when he could either regululy raise additional force,
so that it conld be maintained and paid without difficulty by the United
States, or move to the point, when it is required, a portion of that already
in service, and thus save the heavy expense of employing new troops.

Immediately on the receipt of your letter yesterday, General Taylor was
advised of the grounds for apprehending disturbances in West Florida; and
he will; without doubt, take such measures in reference thereto as the cir-
cuinustalices may require,

Very respectfully, your most obedicnt servant,

J. R. POINSETT,
Necretary of War.
His Excellency R. K. Cavr,
Governor of [lorida, Tullahassee, Florida.

War Depvarrmest, Jure 9, 1538

Sir: T have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the
22d ultimo, enclosing copies of a correspondence between yourself and
Colonel Jackson Morton, respecting the non-payment of certain troops of
the Territory of Florida that were in service during the years 1836 and 1837.

It was sometime siuce decided that these troops should be paid by the
United States, and Captain Vinton was to have mustered them in order to
bring their claim to compensation within the legal powers of the department.
T'he department regrets that he has not been able to execute this duty, and
feels called upon to take the most prompt measures in its power to have 1t
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performed; and Major Dearborn will be immediately dirccted either to at-
tend to it forthwith himself, or to designate some other officer to do so.
Very respectfully, your most obedient servant,
J. R. POINSETT,
Sceretary of War.
Hlis Excellency R. K. Cavr,
Governor of Florida, Tallahussee, I'lorida.

Apsurant GeNeraL's Orrice,
Washington, May 27, 1836.
Srr: I respectfully herewith transmit ¢ general order” No. 34, dated
26th May, 1836.

I am, sir, very respectfully your obedient servant,

R. JONES, Adjutant General.
His Excellency, R. K. CawLc,

Governor of Florida, Tulluliassce.

- Avsurant Generan’s OFFICE,
Washington, June 30, 1836.
Ste: Herewith, T respectfully transmit a copy of  general order ” No. 43,
issued from this office.
I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
R. JONES, Adjutant General.
His Cixcellency, R. K. CaLr,
Governor of Florida.

Apsvrant Gunerar’s OFFiICE,
Washington, July 5, 1836.
Str: I respectfully enclose, for your information, a return of the regu-
lar troops serving in Florida on the 31st of May, which, as far as possible,
is made up from the several post returns received at this office of that date,
and where no such return has been reccived, the data are derived from the
muster-rolls of April, as explained by the note on the face of the return.
I any, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant.
R. JONES, Adjutant General.
His Excellency, R. K. Cacr,,
Tallahassee, Florida.

ApjuranT GeENERrAL's OFFICE,
Washington, July 25, 1836.
Sir: [ have the pleasure herewith to enclose copies of some of my an-
swers to sundry communications on the subject of absent officers, by which
you will perceive that it has not been overlooked at this office. I have tre-
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quently taken special care to well inform the Secretary 0,f War of the great
deficieney of officers for duty in the field, but he decides that objects of
internal tmprovement, surveys, railroads, &e., equally demand his atten-
tion ; and he will not consent that the absent officers so eriployed shall be
withdrawn and ordered to join therr companies ; nor do I see that the evil
is likely to be soon remedied, severcly as it is felt, and as often as it is com-
plained of, by the few officers who are serving with the troops, and com-
manding in the field.

I an, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

R. JONES, Adjutant General,
His Excellency, Governor Carr,
Commanding U. S. troops in I'lorida, Tallahassce.

ADJuTaNT GENERAL'S OFFICE,
Washington, July 26, 1836.
Siw: I herewith, respectfully, transmit copies of “order No. 49,” and
extract of No. 50, which refers to two officers of the army under your com-
mand ; and shall hercafter forward such »s I may suppose would be ac-
ceptable, or would have any hearing on the operations in Florida. Will you
be pleased to transmit, for the files of this office, copies of the orders you
may issue from time to time,
I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
R. JONLS, Adjutant General.
Governor Carw,
Commanding in Florida, Tullahassee.

Apsurant GeNeEraL’s OFriIcE,
Washington, November 10, 1836.

Sinr: The following named officers of the army, serving in Florida, have
been summoned by Captain Cooper, the special judge advocate of the court
of inquiry now in session at Fredericktown, as witnesses in the case or-
dered (o be investigated by that tribunal, pursuant to “general order” No.
65, dated October 3d. "The summonses were transinitted to the scveral
oflicers named, through this office, at the request of the judge advocate :

Captain Drane, 2d artlllery ; Lieutenant McCrabb, 4th infantry; Licu-
tenant Betts, 1st artillery.

At the verbal request of Captain Cooper, summonses for Major Lomax,
3d artillery, and Lieutenant G. Morris, 4th infantry, were also forwarded
through this office. In addition to the abovenamed officers, the following,
not at the time serving with, but belonging to, the Florida troops, have been
required to attend ; viz:

Brigadier General Eustis, Lieutenant Colonel Bankhead. Colonel Lind-
say, Lieutenant J. E. Johnston, Captain Canfield, Captain Waite, (assistant
quartermaster) and Captain Morrison,

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

R. JONES, Adjutant General. -

Governor Cavy, Florida.
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Tavranassee, dugust 8, 1836,

Sir: 1 have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the
26th ultimo, enclosing a copy of order No. 49, and an extract of order No.
50. In conformity with your request, I herewith transiit copies of the
general orders heretofore issued by me relative to the Florida army.

) Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
R. K. CALL,
Commanding the Army in I'lorida.
General R, Jongs,
Adjutar. . -meral, U, S. drmy.

TaLLauasser, July 23, 1836.
Sir: I have the honor to report to you that, in consequence of the ex-
treme unhealthiness of the garrison at Fort Drane, on the recommendation
of the surgeon and officers of that post, 1 have ordered its abandonment so
soon as a shitable situation can be selected in its immediate neighborhood.
For the last two inonths, the sick report has varied from one-half to one-
third of the strength of the garrison. I'here is nothing peculiar in the sit-
uation of Fort Drane to recornmeud it as a military pest, and I have no
doubt the health of the garrison will be restored by a removal to some
place in its immediate vicinity where the troops will be equally as service-
able in defending the frontier.
T am, sir, very respectfully, your ohedient servant,
: R. K. CALL,
Governor and Commanding in Chief.
General R. JonEs,
Adjutant General, U. S. Army, Washington.

TaLranasseg, July 23, 1836,

Sir: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your several letters
of the 30th of June and 5th of the present month, with their enclosures.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
R. K. CALL,
Governor and Commanding in Chief.
General R. Jonegs,
Adjutant General, U. 8. Army, Washington.

1EADQUARTERS, FLORIDA VOLUNTEERS,
Camp near Fort Defiunce, December 22, 1835.

Sir: Having heard of the distress and alarms on the frontier, occasioned
by Indian depredations, 1 raised a detachment of two hundred and fifty
volnnteer mounted riflenen from my brigade, and, under the orders of the
acting governor, proceeded to this horder, where 1 found ahout the same
number of men under the command of Colonel Warren, of the East Flori-
da militia. I have assumed the command of thic whole, making my force
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- about five hundred men.. They were ruised, however, for anly four weeks,
“and many of them are badly arined and -equipped. 'T'he services of these:
troops have been tendered to General Clinch, and:z;ccepted_, for the prospeet
~of defending the frontier. [ can, sir, securely, give' you an adequate de-
seription of the froutier inhabitants: - 'The whole country between the Sq.-
“wanee-and the. St. John's river, for the distance of fifty miles above the In-
“dian bonudary, is abandoued ; the frontier inhabitants shut upin a fow:
_ miserable stockads lorts, and the Indians traversiug the country at will,
burnilig and destroying wherever thiey appear. - Before'my arrival, a num-
ber of skirmishes had taken place; in which'the Indians were invariably
‘suceessful, A few- days since, a détachment of .Coloncl Warren’s com-
~mand, while on their march in the margin of the:Alachina savanuah, was
attacked: by « party of Indians ; his baggage guard was: defeated, und his
- baggage captured. Two days after, [ marchied on the same ground, recov-
ered- one wugon, a carryiill, and: the greater part of -the baggage. I had in-
‘tended to-camp that night-at a house within one milé of Fort Defiauce,
‘formerly called Micanopy, where .there was a supply of ‘corn: and fodder.
When my spies and advanced guard approached, they observed a‘house on
fire; they pressed forward, and found the trail of a small party of Indians
“leading ‘into:n thick hammock ; they gave pursuit, and drove them intoa
-pond in which there was a thick undergrowth and a number of trees, in
which the Indians were concealed. The volunteers, led by Colonel Read,
the brigade inspector, gallantly cntered the water and fought most bravely,
at half pistol shot; as long as an Indian or the flash of -his gun could be
~seen.” When the fight was over, we found but four of the enemy killed—
'my loss was- four wounded ; among these” were Captain Lancaster, of the
first regiment, and George Johnson, of the seconc  giment of volunteers,
~while fightiug bravely in the fruint of the-action. 1.3y are all doing well,
except one of the privates, whose wound, I fear,’is mortal. - .~ . .~

-1 have this moment received an express informing e that the Indians
have crossed the Suwanee river, and are now burning and destroving at
“the Old Town. Maiity of my men are drawn from that quarter, and a'short
distance beyond it. ‘T'hey fecl much alarm for the safety of their families,
-and 1'much fear many of them will leave me to night. . 1 assure yon, sir,
‘the: country: requires ‘immediate protection, and it cannot be given too
promptly. .o e e s
oo Yours, respectfully, &e., o o o
LT et o General, Commanding Florida Station.
 The PresipeNT of the United States. L e

o R - Tavrarnassee, Junuary 9, 1836,
- My Dear Generav: In my last 1informed you of the situation of the
frontier of East Florida. I succeeded, with the volunteers under my com-
‘mand, in driving the enemy within his boundary along the whole line be-
‘tween the Suwanee and St. John’s. -Having accomplished this important
object, we united with General Clinch, who commanded the expedition into
the enemy’s_country, the result of which, I presume, has been communica-

‘ted to you through the Secretary of War..
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_The term for. which. the volunteers engaged having expired, I have re- -
turned to this place to ‘ohtain from the Government the necessary force to
prosecute the war. Asyet nothing has heen done.” When 1left Gen. Clinch,
- onthe 3d instant, he could ‘not_have brought into the field more than one
- hundred and fitty effective men.- Four additional comhpanies: were said to be:
ot Tampa Bay, or on their march from that place to Iort King, but no. cer-.
win intelligence:had been received from them.. One hundred and fifty
“ mounted volunteers marched from this place’a few days since.  ['ordcred
thie commandivg officer to report liimself to Geeneral Clinch, by whom they
- will be employed as a protection to the frontier, until we are prepared for a’
‘campaign. . T'o put.a- prompt and successful termination to this war, we
“require an army ‘of 2,500 or 3,000 men ;. about one-third of this force can:.
he raised in the Territory; the bulance must consist of ‘regulars and militia
from the neighboring States.  I'shall return to the frontier; in some’capacity
or other, so soon as 1 can raise a force of any description.. I should be.
highly gratified to’command the army, and believe I could soou bring the
war to a close, I fear, however, this T cannot do without injnstice to Gen- -
~eral Clinch; he is a brave and.good man, but I fear he is too slow in his:
movements to conduct a war against the Indians.” = -
I had manyy diffienllies to contend with in my late expedition, and, among.
others, meeting ‘a deserticn among my troops ; but the exampleés I have'
“'made of the offenders will have a salutary effect hereafter. ol
" The force of the enemy is variously estimated, by those best informed, at .
from 1,200 to 2,000 warriors, and it is confidently believed that a large num-’
. ber of Creel Indians have united with them." ‘Chey are well armed; .
-they are urging a war of extermination, and will fight desperately.: The -
enclosed letter from Captain Fitzpatrick, the president of the legislative
council, will inform you of the. manner in which arms have been furnished:
to the Indians. It contains other valnable information, which I 'beg leave to
ay before you. R I A A T
71 Very respectfully, your obedient servant, g e
) SRR A A R K. CALL.
- General Jacksown.. - - S

Copy of the document referred to in the leiter of R. K. Call, of the th Jan-
S ““uary, 1836, addressed (o General Jackson. . . -
O Ci T TALLAHASSEE, January 8, 1835,
~ ‘Sir: Previoustomy leaving Key West, information wasreceived from Tam-
pa Bay, that a Spanish vessel had landed arms and ammunition in the neigh-
~borhood of a Spanish fishery, at Charlotte’s harbor, to supply the Indians on
~thecoast, The surgeon of the post at Key West, Dr. Nourse, accompanied
Major Dade’s company to:Tampa, and. returned in the transport « Molto,”
and communicated the information to several persons, and said he got it
from: Captain William G, Sanders and others at ‘T'ampa, and that there was
proof of the fact, as he un8erstood from them. - I well recollect that, previous
to my leaving Key West, I one morning observed a Spanish vessel coming
in at the Northwest passage from the direction of Tampa and Charlotte’s
 harbor, which ‘vessel brought no cargo, nor do I know whether or not she
~carried away any.to Cuba. The collector at Key West, near two months
- previous to this time, had suspended from duty the inspector of customs at
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Charlotte’s harbor, for refusing spirituous liquors to be landed on the islang
where he lived, and upon which also a Spanish subject, named Culdeg,
lives, and who is carrying on a fishery, and has a vessel trading there under
Spaunish colors, manued in part by Seminole Indians.  There is but one
citizen of the United States attached to the concern, who is the person that
brought the charges against the inspector, and who has been going back-
ward and forward in the Spanish schooner since that time,  With this ex.
ception, the fishery is carried on by Spaniards and Iudians, and is owned by
a man nauned Badia, who lives 1n Havana. 1 know that the Spaniards
interested in the fisheries have been much dissatisfied ou account of the pro.
posed removal of the Indians, and that they have heretofore derived much
benefit fromn the services of the Indians at the fisheries, and on board thei
vessels, aud that this man Culdez is more dreaded by, and has more influ.
etice over, the Indians than he ought to have. "T'here beiug no inspector
at this point, and the collector having sent the revenue-cutter to New Or
leans, arms and ammunition, or any thing else, in any quantity, could have
been Janded there at any time with impunity.  As the southern section of
Florida is very little known, except to the Indians, I take the liberty to offer
you such information as a residence of more than twelve years in that sec.
tion of country has enabled me to obtain.

From Cape Roman, on the west coast, to Cape Sable, and from theuce to
Cape Florida, are innumerable islands, formed by rivers and creeks running
from the Everglade (so called), and having for their source the great Lake
Macaco, where the Indians go in their light canoes, and where they have
some towns and cornflelds. 'T'his part of the country is little known to the
white man, but the Indians are perfectly acquainted with it, and il they are
drawn from their present position, they will certuinly go there. I have
good authority, upon which T can rely, that many canoes, with women and
children, and some meu, have been sent there some time ago, and if the
warriors are driven there, they can sustain themselves aguinst fonr-times
their number. They can live on the coouty root, which abounds in the
vicinity of Cape Florida and New river, and the great abundance of fish
and turtle which abound in the rivers and on the seacoast, and which they
take in any quantity at pleasure. From Cape Sable to Cape Florida, inside
of Key West and the other keys, there is but one white man living who
has ever penetrated it and passed through, aud it is there the Indians have
their hunting-grounds, and from whence they can retire into the islands in
the everglades, and can go to the east as far, and even heyond, New river,
and to Charlotte’s harbor on the west. Steamboats of light draught of water,
having small boats of the least possible draught, are the only means by which
you can follow the Indians in their canoes. One shounld go to Cape Flori-
da and proceed east to Indian river, where she can enter and go up to the
Lagoon, and the St. Scbastian and St. Lucia rivers. Another should
go down through Key Biscayne bay (where the light-house is) and into
Barnes's sound, and pass through in boats to Cape Sable; and another
should go through from Indian Key to Cape Sable, and proceed along the
coast to Cape Roman and Charlotie’s harhor. ® I'hese vessels and boats
should, by al! means, get pilots at Indian Key, and the neighborhood, who
have a knowledge of the navigation, as any person unacquainted will find
the greatest difficnlty to get along. 1 awm thus particular, lecause I know
much inconvenience and difficulty will occur in the fitting out an expe-
dition to go on a coast so little known, aud 1 am certain that if the In-
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dians once get down there, they can sustain themselves for years against
asuperior force, and that it will be impossible to starve them out.

[ very much hope that the Governmel!t will see the necessity of destroy-
ing these Spanish fisheries, and of prohibiting their vessels from carrying
on any trade ou thie coast. 1 tender you my services in any way I can be
uselul in any expedition which may be sent to any part of the "L'erritory.

Respectfully, your most obedient servant,
C. FITZPATRICK.

General R. K. Carg.

Tarvauasses, April 20, 1836.

Sin: I have just received from General Scoit a copy of his oflicial re-
port of the 12th and 13th iustant, made to the Adjutant Geueral of the Uni-
ted States aruy.

From this document, it is evident that the present campaizn will close
without terminating the war with the Indians in Florida. )

The General expresses the opinion that “the war on our part is in fact
scareely begun.”

The militia from the several States will in a few weeks be disbanded,
and the regular troops disposed of in the differeut forts.  So soon as this
shall oceur, the frontier of this territory, for a distance of 200 wmiles, will be
exnosed to pillage and massacre by the enemy, who, so far from heing sub-
dued by our numerous forces, have been rendered more bold and daring by
the success with which they have resisted our power,

"T'lie General speaks as though a part of our troops may be seut to Buton
Rouge, at the close of the present campaign.

I hope, sir, this measure may not be adopted, as I am well convinced that
the whole regular force now in Florida will be insuflicient to defend our
frontier during the summer.

I feel it iny duty to apprize the department that the several posts at
which General Scott proposes to leave garrisons will not cover the frontier
settlements, and that a large and valuable district of country will be left en-
tirely defenceless.

Fort Drane is the most western point at which he proposes to place a
garrison ; from thence to St. Mark’s is near 200 miles ; and the whole sea-
board from Tampa Bay to St. Mark’s, extending back in the interior to the
distunce of from 50 to 100 miles, is an entii . wilderness without inhabitants.
Through this route the enemy may penetrate within twenty iiles of this
place, without being discevered, or may plunder and destroy the settlements
along the whole border, from Fort Drane to this place.

At the commencement of the war, on my own responsibility I established
two small posts on the Suwanee river ; these have been kept up and are still
garrisoned by the militia of the territory. T'he security of the froutier of
Middle Florida requires that they should be maintained so long as the In-
dian war continues. If regular troops cannot be furnished for this purpose,
it must be done by the militia. So confident I am, sir, the frontier will
be harassed by the enemy during the whole of the summer, that I feel it my
duty to apprize you of the danger, and to ask for the necessary means of
giving it protection.

3
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1 propose to orzanize voluuteer companies along the whole-line of frop.
tier, to Le held inreadiness to march at a moment’s warning to any point
which may be .assailed.  But we are without arms, wnmunition, and the
means of supplying provisions. — "T'he greater purt of the arms received by
my predecessor from the arsenal at Angusta, were delivered to the Georgia
troops, wnd will not be returned to this place.

I have, therefore, to request that 1 may, should it be necessary, be au.
thorized 1o obtuin from the arsenal in Alabama or Louisiana a suflicient
supply of arms and ammunition, and that I may be [urnished with funds to
stppy provisions and transportation,

1 am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

R. K. CALL.

Hon. Liewis Cass,

Seeretary of War,

TavLLanassee, April 22, 1836,
Sir : The several expeditions fitted out in Florida to operate agaiust the
hostile Indians have caused the accumunlation of a considerable debt against
the Government, both in the Pay and Quartermaster’s Departments. 1 have
to request that the necessary funds may be provided for their payment,
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
: R. K. CALL.
Hon, Lewrs Cass,
Neeretary of War.

TaLLAHASSEE, April 28, 1836.

Sin: I enclose yeu, kerewith, a copy of a letter which 1 have just re.
ceived from the colonel commanding the militia of Alachua county ; from
which it will appear that, while our troops are marching and counter-
marching in the enemy’s country, we are invaded by the same enemy.

Only a few days since, a body of 400 well.cquipped and well mounted
men from Georgia, furnished on the requisition of General Scott, after
marching to the depot on Black Creek, in Florida, without being sent
on any service whatever, (as L am informed,) were disbanded and ordered
hotne.

T'he Florida volunteers, a well-organized and efficient battalion of 300
men, were dishanded one month before their term of service expired ; and
the day after their arrival here, I received an express informing me that
the Indians had reappeared in considerable numbers, and were committing
depredations on our frontier settlements. It is evident that the enemy, in-
stcad of retreating to the south before the several divisions of General
Scott’s army, merely evaded them, and remained in their rear, ready to attack
the froutier so soon as it shonld be left unprotected. Many of their
warriors are already well mounted; and from their success in capturing
horses, as well from the army as from our citizens, they will be enabled in
a short time to mount a formidable band. .

1 have had no communication from General Scott since he marched
from Tampa Bay; but there is no hope of his bringing the war to a close
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with the forces now in the field: T understand he does not intend making
another campaign until the fall.  1u the mean time, our frontier will be
centinnally exposed to the tomahawk and scalping-knife, and the safety ot
our people requires the most prompt and eflicient measures for their protec-
tion. Mounted men alone will be eflective in the performance of this duty;
and our citizens and their horses have both been so much harassed with
the war, that it will be a very difficult matter indeed to procure any con-
siderable number of either during the swummer.  The line of frontier to be
defended will be near three hundred miles in extent, aud will require at
least 500 horseinen to keep the enemy in check, 1 have ordered out one
hundred from the counties of Alichua and Duval; othier companies shall
be organized as soon as practicable, und held in readiness to march at a
moments warning. The people of Alachua, you will pereeive from the
enclesed letter, have been compelled to seek protection in the forts. They
will not be able to return to their homes during the summer, and the Gov-
ernment will be compelled to supply them with sabsisteuce. In this state
of things, I beg leave to recommend that the women and children should
be removed to some place of safety, where they can be more conveniently
subsisted than at the little forts on the frontier. When this is done, the
men will more willingly engage in the service.

In my last, 1 mentioned that there were large claims against the Pay and
Quartermaster’s Departments, which remain unsatisfied. None of our troops
have been paid for their services; and many of our citizens have furnished
supplies, for which they have received no compensation.

I have to request that the necessary funds for that purpose may be for-
warded without delay.

I am, sir, very respectfully, your ebedieat servant,
R. K. CALL.

Hon. Lewis Cass, Secrefary of War.

Document referred to in Governor Call's fetter of April 28,1836, ad-
dressed te the honorable Lewis Cuss.

NewnansvitiLe, I I, April 25, 18306.

Dear Sir: Intelligence has reached me from below, that General Scott
has retired with his army to Volusia. The volunteers are discharged, and
our {rontier will be left in a more dangerous condition than at the com-
mencement of the war.

The Indians have, within a few days past, spread themselves over the
country, committing depredations upon the property of our citizens. They
have shot a man at Micanopy; have carried off 17 or 18 horses from Fort
Drane, under the eyes of the garrison; have taken four of Colonel Humphrey’s
and two of General Clinch’s negroes. Fresh Indian signs are secn daily in
the neighborhood of Spring Grove, Micanopy, and other parts of the fron-
tier, which indicate a large body of Indians dispersed in various quarters.

The regular troops who will remain in the country are considered in-
adequate for its protection. The inhabitants below have fled to the forts
again, and some are removing to places more remote from danger. In
fact, unless youn authorize the raising of a company of men to protect our
frontier, the country will, in all probability, be abandoned; for our citizens



[ 278 ] 36

feel very little security in committing their families and property to the
protection of the regular troops.

In this state of chings, [ feel it wy dnty to request that you authorize
the raising of oue hundred men from Kast Ilorida, for the proteetion of
our frontier.

Yours, very respectfully,
F. R, SANCHEZ,
Col. Comnd’g. 6th Regiment ', M.
Governor R, K. Cart.

——— et

Tarranasser, April 30, 1830,

Sir : Major Watson, the volunteer aid-de-camp of Ciencral Seott, arrived
here last night, and reports that he left the General at the battle-ground of
Major Dade; that he was ordered by the General to proceed to Fort King
and Fort Drane, and dishand such of the Georgia militia as he might find
at those places. e says that Colonel Lindsey had been ordered baek to
Tuwmpa Bay with the Alabama troops, where they would ¢mbark imme-
diately for Mobile ; and that General Scott was to proceed directly to Volu-
sia, from whence the South Carolina troops would be ordered home.  Gen.
cral, Scott, he reports, would proceed to St. Augustine, where he would
await the further ovders of the department. Major Watson fully confirms
the intelligence I communicated to you in my last, relative to the exposed
and distressed coudition of the frontier sattlements ; and you may rely with
confidence on the most disastrons results, unless prompt and efficient meas-
ures of defence are adopted.

I am well convineed that it will require almost as many men to protec
our frontier as it would to carry the war into the enemy’s country. [f the
means are afforded me by the Government, I will undertake to carry on a
summer campaign against the Indians. The women and negroes are en-
gaged in making corn while their warriors are desolating our frontier. I
we can succeed in capturing them, the war will seon be brought to a elose.

Very respect{ully, yonr obedient servant,
R. K. CALL.

Hon, Lewis Cass,

Sceretary of War.

T'aLLanassee, May 4, 1836.

Sir: The opmion 1 have so frequently expressed, in my several comr
munications, rclative to the danger to which our frontier settlements are
exposed, is now fully contirmed. T'wo expresses have arrived to-day, bring
ing intelligence that an attack was made by the Indians last night on the
plantation of Judge Randalt, about twenty.five miles from this place. A
negro man was Killed and scalped, and twe horses and a mule taken and
carried off. I have ordered a party in pursuit of the enemy, Lut as yet no
intelligence has becn received from it. 1 shall immediately organize a‘force
for the defence of the frontier ; but I have again to request, sir, that I may
be furnished with men, arms, and supplies to earry the war into the ene-
my’s country. Iassure you, sir, there is no hope of a suspension of the
war during the summer ; it will be waged by the enemy with all its hor
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rors, and, if it be not carried into the enemy’s country, ours will be desolat.
ed with fire and sword.

"There are no settlements for the distance of twenty-five or thirty miles
from the seaboard along the whole coast from St. Mark’s to the Bay of
Tampa. The intermediate space is a continued wilderness, and the In-
dians can approach within five miles of this place withont being discovered.
If there is not a formidable force in the field, I have no doubt but I'alla-
hassee and St. Mark’s will be attucked during the sumrper.

The greater part of the regular force under General Scott, I understaud,
has been sent to 'Tampa Bay, where it can be of no service whatever in
defen ling the frontier.  All the settlements in that neighborhood having
been eutirely destroyed, there can be no necessity for keeping at Tampa Bay
more men than will be necessary to defend that post.  The residue should
be stationed on the Suwanee river and at Fort Drane, and some command-
ing position between those places, until another campaign is commenced.
The two cutters, the Dallas and the Dexter, which were placed subject to
the orders of General Scott, and intended, as 1 have been informed, to cut
off the.communication between the Spanish traders from the island of Cuba
and the Indians, have been ordered to their stations on the couast of Alabama
and Louisiana, leaving the peninsula of Florida entirely exposed to the
visitations of any vessels which may be inclined to carry articles to the
Indians and take off negroes to the island of Cuba.

Allow me, sir, to suggest the necessity of keeping continually on the const
arimed vesscls of some description, to cut off all communication hetween the
Indians and those who may be disjosed to relieve their necessities by carry-
ing on a traffic with them.

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

R. K. CALL.

Hon. LEwis Cass,

Secretary of "Var.

Tarnvaasser, Moy 6, 1836,

Str: Ienclose vou, herewith, copies of several letters relative to thesitua-
tion of this country, from which you will perceive the many embarrassments
to which we are exposed. [ wrote you by the last mail, informing you
of the attack made by the Indians on the plantation of Judgze Randall
This morning the Indians were scen in the sums neighborhood. They
fired on two men, and wounded oune of them very severely. The party
1 sent in pursuit were misdirected on their route, and did not fall in with
them. 1 have ordered an additional force into the ficld, and hope soon to
relieve the settlement from the intrusion.

I assure you, sir, the country is in the most distressed condition and,
unless we are promptly aided by the Government, a large portion of it will
be laid waste. I wrote to you some three wecks since for authority to
draw arms and ammunition from the arsenals of Louisiana aud Alabama.
1 have now determined to send a vessel to Tampa Bay to endeavor to
proeure a temporary supply. 1 have taken the liberty also of requesting
the commanding officer at that place to seud such portion of his command
as can be spared from the defeuce of that post. I have ordered 160 horse-
raen into service, for the defence of Middle Florida; and if the Govern-
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mvnl docs not aid us in “carrying on the war during lhe mmmer. !he
greater part of onr population wust be under arms;. or the. conntry will be
-.xlmudumd Under the present system, the troops of the United: States
will be snigly disposed of in tlie fortifications, while the people of the Ter.
“ritory will be - struggling with the-enemy in Ihe tield. This, 1 am'sure,
cantiot be the intention of the Government, and I hope soon'to be informed
of the adoption of measures which will bring this savage war toa close,
~ Usiless something decisive is done before the commencement of onr sickly
“season, a larze portion of the country will be overrun by the enemy.” =
A part'of the doctiments enclosed relate 'to a subject on which I feel the
- deepest coucern. A blockhonse was built on the Withlacoochie river, and
forty micu of the ‘Territory left_there as a_garrison. " ‘I'he measnre was a
most nuudlcxous one ; ind if the men have not alrendy perlshed their
Anu.mon is penlons in_the extreme.
- You will pereeive, from the letter of: (.ener.} (,hncb aud the proceedmzs :
of ilie council ‘of war held at Fort Drane, that it was deemed inexpedientto-
- send a force to their relicf, alithough the distance:was not more than thirty-
five or forty miles. Having heen dleuppmukd in procaring the boat which [
relied on 1o:be sent on this, service, ib the event of my request not being com. -
- plied with, us a last resort F'have sent to the App'lldChICOI’l for a steamboat
-10 go on this expedition. . 1f I'snceeed in getting one, 1 will force the enter-
prise up the river, and relieve the g.nmson of the blockhouse, lf n h'xs not,
“already been destroyed. . - - R
' lmn, sir, very respectfullv 5onrobedxem servant o
: R. K. CALL.
Hon Lx-.wm CAss, Jonl s ' S
o :bfcretar Y q/' War.

: Lu;nes q[ the (Intllmcul? rpfcrred o-in !Iw lcller q/' R K Ca t‘l ,-q[ ,May v6,_3
o bob addres-ecd to the Hon. Lewis (,ass. ‘ : '

HEADQ!YIR'EI~ RS, l.éth Rec. FLOR MILITH, ,
Charles Ferry, April 16, 1836. -

Sm Ttake a n're'nt deal of pleasure in annonncing to your excelleney
the safe return of my men and boat {rom the shores of the Withlacoochie.’
§'was ordered by General Seott, on’ the 25th of March, to tr'mcport, as
clmdxly as possible, from 750 10 1,000 bushels of corn to his. army.

- “Agreeably 1o his order, 1 prepared two Loats. with sufficient bnlwarks o

withstand any thing like small arns, nud oit the morning of the 3Uth, set

- sail for the mouth of the river. “With the exception of a few embarruss--

ments-ou the mud flats’ of - the Vacassa, vur voyage -was . ultogether a

* pleasant ‘and an expeditions one. 'On. reaching the mouth. of the river, my
adjutant and wysell teok our seats on deck, where we -conld make observa-
tious. We saw some fresh Indian tracks on the sand-banks. On_arriving.
at Captain Grahans’s old blockhouse; then about half-hour by sun, 1 ordered
anchors 1o be cast,.and, in the course of the night, had crected a shbstan-
tial blockhouse—such a one as wonld hive: sectired us against Oceola and
his tribe. ~ My instructions from the commanding general were to fire a
volley of muskets on entering the mouth of the m'er, and every successive

- moruing at nine o'clock, urml Twas. xceponded to by the rurht wing of the» :



39 [ 278 ]

army ; and, in case of no response by the 3d or 4th of April, 1 would re-
turn to my statiot,

Accordingly I waited untit the dth; and, having heard nothing from the
army, set sl from iy \hmun, hnmmr (.\pt.nm alloman and conpany,
at theiv earnest request, in charge of blockhouse and provisions, kuowiug,
as well as I could know any llnn'r in future, that the provisions would be
wanted, and wanted there,  IFrom the innumerable fastnesses on that river,
the Indians will resort to it from time to time during the war.  An Indian
dog was shot by one of the sentinels the day helore Tleft. "The establish-
ment of a post there will be of great service in protecting the property of
the frontier, and preventing the Indians from driving stock, and enting
off every thing like communication by boats between the Onthicoochy and
Vacassa neighborhood.

The lndl.ms 1 am informed, are in the habit of going to the Vacassa
neighiborhood. and butchering beel, drying it, and carrying it up the With-
lwcoochic in their canocs My health for the last month hias been gradually
declining, 1 i now but a walking skefeton, with a chronic cough, and
chiltand fever. My prayer to your excellency is, to permit me to resigu
my command.  Mine is really a case of life and death. 10 1 remain in
service, I shall certainly lose my hie. By retiring to sowwe healthier elinalte,
with zood nnrsing, 1 may regain my healthe 1 you think with me that
the war will not terminate hefore next spring, and ‘prefer giving me a fur-
lough until the 1st of next October, it would suit e much better, for I
wish to see the close of it. 1 have shown every disposition to stand by my
bleedinr conntry while Lhad strength to sustain me 5 but any powers are
now gone. 1 is four months and a half sinee 1 have heen in active scr-
viee all the time, exce pta few weeks in Tallahassee,  Perit we, in retir-
ing from oflice, to reconnnend my adjutint, J. MeCants, as my successor,
Te is o wood tactician, and, 1 think, a brave man, and possesses every other
qualifieation necessary to the making an aceomplished oflicer.

¥ am, respectfully,
INO. McLEMORL,
Major U2th Regt. Fleride Militia,
is Fxectlency R K. Cavr.

Tavravassee, Jpril 26, 1836,

S A few days since T received a commuuication from Major Mcle.
more, stationed on the Snwance frontier, intorming me that, under orders
from General Scotty Hie had ascended the Withlacooehie, and crected
blocktinuse an the sonth bank, some ten or twelve miles above its mouth,
aud that he had left a gairison of {orty men in the blockhouse and « large
quantity of corn and pickled heef. "I'hiis morning at daylizht Major Kead,
of the Florida battation, arrived at this place from the mouth of the W ithla
coocliie, bringg the intellizence that he discovered, at the mouth of the
river, one-halt of a large {lat-hoat, which had been cut in two apparently
with a dnil axe and hy an unpl’xdmd hand.  Iis description corresponds

with that given of the boat left at the blockhouse by Major McLewore, and
1 have every reason to fear that the blockhouse has been tuken and the
garrison massacred by the Indians. Major Read reports that he saw a
uumber of fires extending along the coast as far west as the Vacassa bay,
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nnd hc }ns nn dnul.t ofthvro bema a lur-re hody nf Indl.ms in th.n qmrter
I have thought it proper to. commutiicate this intelligence fo you, and 1o
suggest the propriety “of sendinz a force to the hlockhonse 1o - aseer.
tain tlie fate of the garrison, and it thev are still safe to bring them: off, up-
Jess it should be deemed more exjiedient by the. comnmndnm ollicer to con.’
“tinne the force at. that place.  THiedetachment sent on this service should be
“strong  enough to.1neet’a considérable force, as:1 lhiave no doubt of thee
_-~bemcr a k\rrrc body of the encny inthat. neighborhood. The: ‘blockhouse :
: cannot be more than thirty-five or forty wiles from Fort Drane. ~ But should -
it tie lmpraclwahlc for: you. to seni) & sutlicient foree by Jand to ascertain’ -
their fate, ] have ordered a fomﬁvd boat tc be in readiness at Suwance Old:
“towd, to pmm-rd with a part. of the men’ at-that place, to the reliet of the
- garrison, and to! transport it buck: to. the Old-town, unless the comm.mdmu ,
general. shall. otheérwise direct.  You will, therefare he pleused to send an -
express to: Major McCants, commaniding ait the Old town, and inform _him -
whether troops have heen sent by land to the relicf ‘of the hlocl\house, or
~whether the boat which will be 1y readiness shall be sent on that. service,
“Major Read was not apprized that  there_was a blockhouse and garrison on
‘the thlacoocinc until- !m arrw.ll at St. M.u'ks aud the. dxslmndm" of hxs
command, E
“The. report of hls eumm'mon at lhe momh of the W lthl'\coochxe wlll be-
made to you in a few. days. :
- Itis reported, on good nmhomv lhat the. (‘reck Indians hnve n:anlfe<tod .
& Testless disposition, and some upprehenswn is expressed ot 1ppro.xchmc :
: hmulnm with them, ﬁ
s l aw, sir, very respectfully, vonr obcdxent servam o
R. K. CALL,
g (mvcruor qf Ftorida.
Gcnenl Scm"r, S o
(Ir l/w commandmrr o[ cer. at Porl l)rane

lh \ucu, \urms, RIGIFE WING, I LORIDA ARMY, |
: : wany l}rune. April 29, 1836,
At a cmmc:l convcned llns evening to consider propmmou submitted
_by the brwudu.r m.ncml comm.mdm«r were presul.~ C

Bngadler Geneml Cliueh,:

, L:eut. Col ‘Bankhead, 4th nmllerv, ‘Major Cooper, Georma vnlum(er
s Captain, Thruston,” - .. . . " Captain Lendrum, 3d artillery;
- Captain Lee, 3d artillery, Caphm Wharton, st dragoons,
Captain ‘Tempkins, 1st arullerv, - Captain: Seymour, Georom vols.
Capt. Foster, Georgia volunleers, Captain- Brown, Georgm volumeers.

. The question proposed was on information furnished by a letter from

Go»emor Call, thata detachment of Florida militia had ascended the With-
* Jacoochie river nie niiles above its mouth on the 2d of April, w: der Major
- ‘McL.emore, and, after constructing a ‘blockliouse, had: left there forty men,
with several hundred bushels of coryr and a large supply of salted beef;’
- that Major Read, on his arrival at Tullahassee ou the 26th. of April from
" Tampa Bay, had reported that, in passing the mouth of the Withlacoochie,
he had discovered « boat cut in two, which he. had reason to be,hcvc‘ troxn'
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the de<cription of the boat left with the detachment, to be the same.  Gov-
ernor Call suggests, in his letter to the commanding general, the propriety
of sending a foree from this place to the blockhouse, to learn the fate of the
garrison 5 stating, also, if that could not be done, that he had directed a
force to go from Suwanee Old-town in a fortified boat (the force to he sup-
plied by a part of Major McCants’s command there) to the reliet ol the de-
fuchment.

The question submitted was on this information ; and it was decided
mnanimously that a force adeqnate to the purpose could not be marched
from this post.  Not more than three hundred men could be raised at all
capable of wirehing 5 that the physical ability of these is questionable, the
whole being just returned from a most fatigning and harassing campaign, in
astate too enfeebled by exposure, hard marching, and sickness, to undertake a
new expedition of one hundred miles; that, admitting them to be capable
in other respects, they are not in sufficient number to enter the heart of the
eney’s country,  ‘I'here being no other troops now operating in the Ter-
ritory, they must expect to encounter the whole strength of the enemy,
which experience has shown to be competent to resist successfully the at-
tempt of a much larger foree to cross the Withlacoochie.  "I'he hlockhouse
is on the opposite side.  ''he effort {0 be made from the force here would

leave this frontier entirely exposed.
C. M. THRUSTON,

Japlain, acting Assistant Adjutant General.

Heavquarters, Ricur Wing, FLoripa ArRmy.

Si: [ have only a moment to inform you that the force at this post
is deemed insufficient, in its present state, to give the proper suceor to the
detachment left on the south bank of the Withlacoochie, which I deeply
regret.  Your letter on that subject has heen forwarded to Major General
Seott, now at Picolata, and a copy to Major McCants, commanding on the
Suwance, I have urgzed Major General Scott to call into the service of
the United States, for the term of six months, if practicable, at least 200
mounted men of the country.  The regular force in the country is not
suflicient to give the nccessary protection to the inhabitants; and, unless
some cflort is made, this section of Itlorida will be laid waste.

In much haste, I remain, with high respect, your most obedient,

D. L. CLINCH,
» Brig. General U. 8. Army.

His Excellency Governor R. K. CarLr.

SyNER's, May 2, 1836.
~ Sir: We did not proceed more than five miles on our scout this morn-
ing hefore we came upon fresh signs.of Indians; after going a little farther,
we found the camp which they had just left; there appeared to be about
30 or 40 ludians. ~ Hoping, however, that I might be able to fight my cight
men against the number, I pushed forward for seven or cight miles farther,
when we caune in view of the Indian cow-pen, containing 250 or 300 head
of cattle. I prepared my men for attack, and advanced within about 230
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urde when the In(.mns shnwed front 1o the' numhor of 30 or 40.  1laving
“every Feaon to'suppose an ambuscade between ns, T theén called a councfl -
of war, whicli: resulted: in an. abandonment:of .1II Ixope of bomu able g .
cfivet any-thing by an attack = They had about.15 or 20 horscmux who
droxe about the c.mlc and hurried them off with great specd. Deeply
mortifving @s” it was, l had to. withdraw my:little (,mnp'm), whom Icould .
not fis rln against-six or seven: times their Iorc<- Imvmg, at'the same: time;
Cthe advantage of an ambuscade. - 1€ I'had had a competerit force, T LOllld'
not ‘oiily have deprived them of their cattle, but could no doubt have: given
you & good account of the enemy.: T had not ouly an’inferior foree, bup
my: el were lmdl) armed; having no pistols or subres. My. dear <u-,_1[ N
you will only give we men, I can’ kt.cp the Indians in ‘check on this fron.
tier ; but, at prcsun what can 1 do? I cantiot express the deep mortifica: -
“tion 1 feel al hot being able to- ﬁ«rhl those fellows to-day ; but 1 conld.do-
‘uothing but sacriice my men, - I found, also, at Gmnbulm s, and other
g pldCt.\ down llwrt- wlurge quamxly of corn and . potatoes, “whichl am wholly
“uniable to rewove,  Syner's property'is valuable to the country; aud is now
“entirely v\powd " 'The hidians will ‘continue to gather cattle’ from this .
:uuwhbnrhnnd without’ my being able to prevent it, Send me “but 30 men~ -
“1can motint 10 or 15 inore ; and’ this force, though small, will ‘certainly
“do ‘somnething. - Bell’s boat has not yet. arrived; s soot as it docs, [wlll :
cnibark in the’ expedition to relieve: Captain Halloman. -
- "This station is an important.one, and 1 would pledue mv%lf to l\or-p xhe
“frontier defended, with proper. and adegiiate. mieans. “Surely there is p.nrxo_t ‘
Cismeenoush - in \llddle llorlda 10 assist -in-floguing these scnundruls
~iwvas accompanied by ¢ iptain 'l‘owuscnd and Servre'mt m.l_]m Swrs, who'l
‘cmupowd two of lhe elﬂ'ht : :

\ouﬂ in haste, ‘

J. McCANTS, ﬁ]u[')r, L
R Commaudu: g al bawunw Old- tuwu..
Governor R. K. CaLr.

TALLAIIAS»FE, May S mu

Sm Inm wt wnhout an’ answer to any of the 'several luiters I have‘
written relative to the situation of -this country, and our condition becoiies
< ore and more enbarrassing every day. - Last night a seutinel -was fired
“on ‘at St. Mark’s’ by purty of Indians, and this moruing .a number of
tracks were seen at the place. I have sent a detachment of ‘horse it pur-
suit, and hope they may he overtiken. Outrages are now almost daily coni-
niitted along our whole line of froutier. -1 am not-advised of any measures.
having hw’n taken by the: officers of the United States army for our defence:
" and our \p.anP populatioi) must be brought into the: field, or the country
“abandoned.” I.am exceedingly anxious to Jearn what ‘measnres will be
»_adopxad by the (mvemmem and hope soon to hiear from yon on that: sub--
“ject. 'The country is 'dreadv greatly harassed ; and, 1[' we are not aldt.d by

“the: Govermnent the conseqnences may be fatal. - : :

Vcrv rcspectfully, wmrq, S
R K. CALL
Hon. Lx:wxs CASS, Secretary of War..
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'lALLumser, Mu_/ 10, 1836,

Qm lonclnqo vml, hcrowuh, copies of two lotters received by express
‘ 'from East I lorida; fromwhich you will peru-lve that " the pe op!c ou. that:
* frontier are not only in the highest state of ‘excitément’ and alarm, but in
_the miost imminent peril. " In a sparse population like onrs, seattered over a
vast extent of country, with a fieree wid savage encniy on our borders, the .
- means of self defence cannot he expected and you.must bé av 'me,imm the’
- resuit, that the measures heretofore ndopted are entirely insufficient. '
1 obtain no- information from the oflicers of the Government charged
‘\mh the defence of the frontier. The onlv letteér T-have received from any
" of them, since. I came: into- office, was one written in_reply ‘to one from .
‘me; a copy of which I enclosed you a few days since, QOur citizens are
slwighitered in’ the. immediate vicinity of the posts; and the only intelli.
genee Lreceive of their sufferings is from the survivors, who escape 1o the_
“interior.” Tshould feel no d|~p0s111011 to inquire, into the mede: of defence, -
~if it proved sticeessfnl ; but while' the couintry is. bleeding at every pore,
“and is threatened with' desolation, T must. be permitted to «;-eah plainly, sir,.
and ask whi measures are proposed for our defence.  1f 1 had the me'ms,
Tshould not ask assistance, but would carry the war at once into the ciemy’s
“comntry, - Qur people have bieen greatly harassed by the war, and the re-
sources of ‘many are entirely extiunsted. - Their personal” services, their-
provisions, and their horses, were freely given-for the public use; but they
hiave ‘s yet received rio remunemnon whatever.- "I'lie predatoty bands of
 the enemy are stiil prowling in-our neighborhood. - Several detachments.of
- horse are still \in pursuit ;- bat, from the dense hammocks ‘in which they
* secrete themselves, every pursuit hias been unsuceessful. - "The night before,
Jast 2 house was burnt. by the indians within twenty. miles of this’ place,
~and within two or three miles: of where there were difierent detachments
~in pursniv of- them. I shall still persevére, however, aud hope yet to over-
- take and destroy them, ‘This, however, if wccessful will produce only
temporary relief; for there is uolhm« io prevent themn overrunning our
country, it thev press forwaid lmmedmtolv The enemy can bring: 1 000 -
“warriors on-our frontier whenever they think proper and the only success-
ful mode of defmce is'to mvnde their coumry, and keep lhem euvaged at‘
’home. S
»e am, snr very respeclfully, your obedlem <ervant :
‘ ‘ ‘ R K C iLL
Ilon. Lrwxs C:\‘i Serretar/ af Uur.

T\LLMI.\aSEE, M’ﬂy 12 1936

Sk “The coples of Ietters to which T refcrred in‘my last were acmdcm-'
ally ommul they'are heréwith enclosed. "
. On \'ulcrd.lv a lad was shot aud scalped by the lndnns while' poucrh- '
ing in the field within- twenty miles of this place.” I have yet.received no’
answers- 10 the many letters T have’ addr9=~cd you relative to the \.(uauou;'
of this country. I- hope, sir, measures will be prnmptly taken to pay up the
demands against the Govermnem and to provide for our defence. .
I am, snr, very respectfullv, your obedlem servaut
S R [\. C‘XLL

Hou. Lewis Cass, .
- Secretary of War.



[ 278 ] 44

Copies of the documents referred to in the letter of R K. Call of May
12, 1530, addressed to e Fon, L. Cass.

Forr GinLinaxn, May 6, 1836,

Stk Iuformation has just reached here that the Tudians have attacked
five whiie ten and two negroes near Micanopy —four killed and three es.
caped, two of whom are wonnded ; the people all below this are aban.
doning the country, and the Indians have possession without opposition,
I have sumuoned the whole regiment to meet here to morrow, and then |
shall repair to the frontier, and there await your assistance.  The peaple are
so tch conlused, T fear there will be few that will meet; T therefore wish
vou to give me orders to have the whole regiment in actual service. |
therefore request that you will order Colonel Summerland to have the 12th
regimuent organized and ordered into actnal service. 1 wish you to order
two hundred or two hundred and fitty men from Middle Florida ; there is
provision enough in the country for their support, and, nnless such assist.
ance is granted, the country must be abandoned entirely,  The few re
aulars that are at Camp King and Fort Drane afford little or no protection
to the country.  The people have abandoned the country, so that there will
he provision enough, unless destroyed Ly the enermy.

Yours, in haste,

COLTON RAWLS,
Lt. Col. 6th regiment F. M.
His Jixeellency R. K. Cavi,
Governor of Florida.

NewnNansviLLe, Fort Ginuinann, May 5, 18306,
Dean Sir: Since writing to you the other day, several families have
come into this place, and state that every family isleaving Hogtown settle-
ment. 1 will try to get as many to stop at this place as possible, until I can
hear from you ; the people are more alarmed than 1 ever saw them before,
I 1 can raily one hundred nen at this place, I will leave a guard with the
wotnen and children, and proceed to the frontier with the balance, and en-
deavor to maintain my ground until aid can reach us. The people will make
a stand at this place, provided speedy relief can he had ; if not, they must
break from the country.
1 am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
COLTON RAWLS,
Lt. Col. 6th regiment I M.
His ¥xcelleney R. K. Care,
Governor of lorida.

TaLLanuassee, May 12, 1830

Sir: I have reason to believe that fraudulent claims against the Quarter-
master’s Department have been carried to Washington. Some were pre-
sented for approval to the acting Governor befere [ entered on the duties of
my oflice, which were unsustained by the original bills of prirchase.  When
the person presenting them found they would be scrutinized here, he re-
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tired with thew, and I presume hie has gone to Washington to have them
supported by Governor Eaton, given after he was out of oflice. If such
have been presented, you tuay rest assured they are fraudulent, and that
the fraud can be detecied if proper inquiry is made.

Very respectfully, your obedient servaut,

R. K. CALL.
Hon, LEwy Cass,
- Seeretary of War.

PUSIESEEY

Tavvanasser, May 12, 1836.

My pear GrNeraL @ T have written to the Sceretary of War alinost every
mail since 1 entered on the duties of y oflice, relative to the exposed and
distressed condition of our frontier. To that correspondence I beg leave to
call vour attention, as I have yet reccived no answer whatever fromn the
War Departinent.  T'he last canipaign was a total failure, and resulted only
in exhausting our resources, aud giving additional confidence to the cnemy.
So far from couquering any part of their country, our settlements have re-
ceded before the invasion of the savages, who are now undisputed masters
ol all the country east of the Suwanee, beyond the reach of gunshot from
the forts,  "The mnhabitants of that country are counfined to the little stock-
ades which they have erected in the different neighborhoods, and are fre-
¢rently destroyed when they venture out in pursuit of subsistence for their
fumilies.  Having desolaled that part of the country, the enemy is turning
his attention to this. Marauding bands are now on our borders, divided
into small parties, which continue to harass and destroy the frontier setile-
ments. In addition to the outrages which I have already reported to the
Secretary of War, yesterday they killed and scalped alad while ploughing
in the field, within twenty miles of this place. A detachment of liorse ar-
rived on the spot very soon after, but I have not yet heard with what sue-
cess the pursuit has been attended ; but, hitherto, they have evaded every
);ursnit, owiig to the dense hammocks in which they conceal themselves,

‘ou are aware, sir, that the country on our seaboard is low and swampy,
intersected with lagoons and marshes, and that there are no inhabitants
nearer than twenty five or thirty miles from the coast; thus presenting an
open avenue for the approach of the enemy as far west as St. Mark’s, and
within a few miles of this place. The sparse population of this country,
exhausted and harassed as it already is by the war, I assure you, sir, is
entirely incapable of sclf-defence, unless they abandon all they have, and
concentrate at such points as may be defended. The nearest post to this
place is Fort Drane, a distance of 150 [miles), and the garrison is unable to
drive the enemy from the immediate [vicinity]. 1 can hear of no measure
proposed for our defence ; and 1assure you, sir, if something is not promptly
done, that this country will be desolated during the summer.

I'am organizing a force, such as we are able to raise ; but it will be quite
insufficient to keep the enemy in check any length of time. If I can, by
any means, assemble 2,500 men, I will put an end to the war in a short
time. The proper way of defending our country is to carry the war into
that of the enemy.

I am, dear General, very sincerely, yours, :
R. K. CALL.
General Jackson.
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ST L0 o7 Maunanasser, May 14. 183,
" Sris Tenclose vou, herewith,a copy.of aletter just received, givine
~further intelligence of the suffering and distress of our frontier inhabitanis,
I-have writien to you so freqnently on this subject, without receiving any
“answer whatever, that 1 despair of producing any beneficial result by my cor.
- respondence ;' T.am, nevertheless, resolved to do my duty, and leave the re.
_ sponsibility to rest on: thiose who fail, after due: notice of ll‘xc:‘nécessity of
‘prompt action, to provide for:the protection of the frontier. oL
" You will pereeive, from the document enclosed, that there are four hun.
“dred womicn and children at oné post, who ‘have been . driven from thejr
: hiomes, leaving behind them-all they had for support, 1f the Government
is unable ‘to: reinstate and defend them at their homes, humanity would
seem to require that they should, at least, be carried to some place of safety,
- and  provided with food, under the resolution.of Congress passed during
- the present session.. S k L G e
- Very respectfully, your obedient servant, = S
B U S v R. K. CALL.
 Hon.LEwits Cass, =~ T
‘ Secretary of  War.

- Copy. of the docwment referred toin.the letter of R. K. Call, of May 14,
S0 . 1836, addressed to the Hon, Lewis Cass. -
S S .. NEwNaNsvILLE; May 10, 1836,
Sir : Since forwarding ‘the express,.by Mr. Ellis, I avail myself ‘of the
opportunity by Major Holmes, of Gentburg, of informing you of the awful
situation in which we are placed. - I'have had, this day, an account of the.
women and children (only) taken, and the rspurt is four hundred, most of
‘whom have fled to this post within the last two days for safety; and God
- only knows how many more of those unfortunate people may come in, s
all below this have within the last twenty-four hours broken up, and. left
their honies and their all at the. mercy. of their savage enemy. ' Those who
have concentrated here are determined to make a stand, and, I think, will,-

' to the last, defend their post, as there are many women and children who
are destitute of the means of getting away from here, and necessarily com-
pelled to stay. Notwithstanding the scarcity of provisions in this ‘part of
the country, and the destitute means which the United States army has left.
us as regards hauling, I have this day ordered out what few teams arein
the range of my power, to bring in what provisions are left us in this part
-of the country.. I have, also; for the protection and safety of the. inhabit-
ants thus fled to me for protection, ordered an extension'of the pickets, and
the erection of two blockhouses; as also a storehouse, within the pickets;
‘all of which I deem necessary for their safety. Rations have been ordered
- to. be furnished them, which will continue till further advised by your.

-excellency. AR R

- 'The greater part of the people here are stockowners, who are anxious to
make this posta last stand, knowing, should it break, there would be no
‘other this side of the St. Mary'sriver. = = -~ . - .

~ "1 shall have here from eighty to one hundred men, who, thus far, have
shown a willingness to fight.” I.am confident of their valor, and, ceuld it be
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possible we can be furnished with ammunition, 1 have not the least doubt of
being able to defend this part of Alachua. 1 will, as soon as practicable,
send ont o monnted foree of forty oy filty men to scour the frontier, and, on
their return, drive all eattle which they may fall i with to this place ;
which cattle I shall have driven to the north of Santa e, which may be of
usehere after to any troops who may be scut to our reliel;, and at the same
time prevent the Indians getting them.  As I have before stated, there is
still a quantity of corn south of this; it not protected, it must be destroyed
by the Indians.

"Hoping the return express may bear some news of assistance, I remain,
in haste, your most obedient servant,

COLTON RAWLS,
Lieutenant Colonel, com. Gth reg. 1. M.

P. S.—Colonel Sanchez is at present absent.

His Excellency R. K. Cavy,
Governor of Florida.

Tavranasser, May 16, 1836.

Stre: Tenclose you, herewith, a copy of aletter from Lieutenant Walker,
commanding the blockhouse on the Withlacoochie, an account of which I
gave you iu a former letter,  Three men made their escape from the block-
house in a canoe, and arrived at St. Mark’s last night.  They confirm the
statement ade in the letter of Lieutenant Walker, and represent the gar-
rison at the blockhouse as being in a most deplorable situation. The steam-
boat, which T mentioned in a former letter having been sent for, arrived at
St. Marl’s yesterday. It has been ordered here, to be fortified by construct-
ing bulwarks ; and, so soon as she is ready, will endeavor to force a passage
up the river and relieve the garrison. 1t is the opinion of the men who
have escaped that we should have to fight our way from the mouth of the
river to the blockhouse.  "I'he boat will be well prepured, and I hope will
be able to destroy many of the enemy on the expedition. 'The blockhouse
is within a very few miles of the principal settlements of the Indians; itisa
- very important position, and, bad I the means of holding it, 1T would not
abandon it.  If the steamboat succeeds in ascending the river, (as I have no
doubt she will,) we shall then see the certainty and ease with which supplies
might have becn introduced into the enemy’s country, if the proper steps
had been taken : the main body of the enemy has always been on the With-
lacoochie, and might have been found there. 1 am SOITY to say, sir, that
another mail has arrived, and I have yet had no answer to one of the many
letters L have written you relative to the situation of this country. Perhaps,
sir, when too late, you may find that the information I have at different
times communicated was worthy of your attention. War with the Creeks
is now reduced to a certainty. Florida will then be between two fires ; and
what may be the situation of this country two mouths hence, no human
foresight can predict.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
R. K. CALL.

Hon. LEwis Cass,

Secretary of War.
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Copy of the document referred to in the letter of R. K. Cully dated May
16, 1836, addressed to the Hon. Lewis Cass.

‘ Camp McelLiemore, May 10, 1836,

Diar Sir: We have remained here the whole time since vou left us,
and were attacked on the L2th ot April, at dawn of day, by a large body of
fndians; since which time, we have been surrounded with them alniost
continually, and have had upwards of twenty fights with them, and have
had only two of our men killed (Eli Sealy ou the 13th of April, and our
captain, E. Halloman, on the 3d of May) and five others slichtly wounded,
The loss of the Indians is, 1 think, fifteen or twenty killed. Oun the 15th of
April we had an engagement with 400 or 500 Indians, which lusted two
hours and forty-five minutes ; during which time they got possession of our
flat, which dritted down the river, and was destroyed by them. So we
have had no means of getting away from here without relief from some
source, as we have not a man who knows the geography of the country.

We are entirely out of cvery necessary of life, except corn and water,
and know not where to look for relief, as the time which you appointed has
clapsed by ten or twelve days.  And we have not heard or seeu any thing
of the army, or any other pcrson, except (Powell’s) yelling devils; and their
yells would have been silenced long ago, 1t we had had men enough : for vou
may rest assured, dear sir, that there are some fighting fowls here.  Poor
fellows! it is a pity that they should ever starve, for they have fought well,

The sending of this express is full of danger, and has been delayed on
that account, hoping that the boat might come to our relief, till we have
aiven it over. I am under the belicf that General Scott wrote to you that
he would come and get the corn which was brought here for the army,
and relieve us himself, and that is, perhaps, the cause of the long deluy of
the bont; but, sir, we are here, suffering; and hope you will come or send
persons to our assistance as soon as possible.

Yours, very respectfully,
L. B. WALKER, .

Lieutenant in command of company 4.
Major McLEMmoORE.

TaLvanasser, May 24, 1836.

Sinr: I have this moment received your letter of the 14th instant, and
must apologize for the warmth with which I have expressed myself in my
correspondetice with you, in relation to our frontier settlements. My apol-
ogy will be found in the embarrassed and distressed situation in which I
found the 'T'erritory, and my great anxiely to relieve her sufferings.

Agrecably to the request contained in your letter of the 5th instant, I
have coinmunicated to General Scott my views in relation to the defeuce
of our frontier. My letter was borne to him by an intelligent gentleman,
who will demonstrate my plan on the map of Florida. I enclose you,
herewith, a copy of it, to which I beg leave to call your attention. In the
present position of the troops, they give no protection whatever to the set-
tlements; nor would an army of ten thousand men produce the desired
effect, located and employed in the same munner.,

At Fort Drane and Micanopy there are several hundred troops. They
are situated within the boundary of Arredonda, as described on the map of
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Florida, and the enemy is in undisputed possession of all around them, and
as far south as DHPs post office, which, you will perccive from the map, is
pear fifty miles. Whether !luv are ever cuiployed on scouls to drive back
the nmmndnm bands of the enemy, I canuot say; hut certain it is, our
cllizens are s.untrhh red in thelr immediate vicinity, und the whole cnunrly
is desolated as far nortl as the points T bave mentioned.  Only a few days
since, . white man and my faithful guide, old Nero, were shot down by
the Indians, while hunting cattle near one of these posts linclosed is a
copy of & ltter from Colonel Mills, giving an account of their fate.

At Tampa Bay there cannot be less than three or four hundred men,
where there is nothing to pmtect but the post.  Aund a short time since, a
citizen, who had taken refuge there, was shot by the Indians while hunting
cattle but a short distance from the post.

I enclose you, also, a letter from Major McCants, of the Ilorida militia,
commanding at Suwatice Old-town, from which you will perceive that
his post is surrounded by the enemy.  Immediately on receiving the intel-
licence, I ordered a detachment of horse to his relief, and 1 hope they may
arrive in time to cut off the retreat of the Indians.

I am well satisfied, sir, from the situation of’ our country, and the nature
of the enemy, that the jlan | have proposed to General Scott is the ouly
one by which our frontier can be snecessfully defended.

By coucentrating the forces at the mouth of the Withlacoochie, (or Ama-
zura, as it is called,) and, immediately after landing, if we muke a rapid
march inte the country, we may surprise the enemy and capture their
wives and children, whldl will be the most effectual means of putting an
cnd to the war., At any rate, we shall be able to rout them from all their
neighboring settlewents ; destroy their cornj capture their cattle; and give
them suich cmployment at home as will leave them no time to invade our
frontier. It Geuneral Scott should be ordered to take commind of the army,
which must necessarily be employed against the Creeks, 1 should be grati-
fied by being directed 1o lead the expedition against the Seminoles. S!lp-
plies of every kiud, for such an (,xpodllmn, are in abundance at Fort
Brooke, and may eusil_v he transported 1o the mouth of the Withlacocchie.

Appreliending that the Creek Iudians may attempt to retreat to, the pe-
ninsula for the nurpose of uniting with the Ilorida tribe, I have sent Gen.
Svarcy to conler with the Governor of Georgia, and A. M. McWalker, the
secretary of the lerritory, to confer with the Governor of Alabama, on
the subject ; and have requested that a formidable force may be placed by
each of those States on the southern and ecastern frontier of the Creek na-
tion, for the purpose of preveuting their cscape. Should this measure be
promptly adopted, we have nothing to fear; but should it be long deluyed,
a large portion of the Territory may be desolated ; for I have no doubt 1t is
the intention of the Creeks to locate themselves on the peuinsula of Florida.

If Georgia and Alabama will take care of the Creelis, and my plan for
the d.feuce of Florida is adopted, I have no doubt of the result.

I auy, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
R. K. CALL.

Hon. Lewis Cass,

Secretury of War.

P. S.—1 bteg leave to refer you to Bernard’s map, as furnishing the best
description of “the Withlaceochie or Amazura river,
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Copies of the documents refirred (o in Governor Cull's letter of 2140 May.
1836, addressed to the honorable Lewis Cass. ‘

) Tavranassee, May 2218306,

St [ have received a letter from the Sccretary of War, in which Iap
requested to connnuniciate my views to vou, on the subject of delence for
the frontier of Florida. The present line to be defended is extensive, the
population sparse, and the country so completely intersected with swamps
and hammocks, that I should despair of giving perfeet protection by any
number of fortifications within the present means of Government (o ereet
during the smmuer,  "The line of defence may, however, be greatly redueed
in length by advancing our posts nearer the enemy, and our security pro-
moted by carrying the war into their conntry, 1 would therefore respeet
fully suggest that the present forts shonld be garrisoned only by a suflicient
number of men to hold them as rallying points and as places of deposiie:
that all the available regular foree, with such assistance as we tnay he able
to procure from the seamen and marines of the United States, and the mili
tin of the "Perritory, be assembled to make an expedition to the Withila
coochic. It is now fully ascertained that, through the channel of this river,
supplies in any guantity may be introduced and transported within u shon
distance of the Indian settlements.  There is safe anchorage ofl the month
of the river, from whence the supplies may be conveyed up in fortified
lighters to the place where the depot should be estabhshed.  "T'he troops
from Key West, "Tampa Bay, and New Orleans, with the seamen and
marines, iwnd the militia from this part of the country, can be transported to
the mouth of the river.  'I'hie disposable force from IFort Drane ean march
across the country to Suwance Old-town, from whence they can he con
veyed in a steamboat to unite with the other forees.  So soon as a junction
wof the different troops shall have taken place, I would propose that a rapid
and spirited march be made on the Indians where they are setiled on the
river and s vicinity ; .and, after routing them and destroying the com
which they are cultivating, the troops might fall back to a healthy position
on the river, within the influence of the sea breeze, where a strong fortified
camp might he constructed, from whence the enemy may be harassed by
frequent excursions into their sertlements. By the aid of small fortified
bioats, supplies might be introduced throngh the channel of all the streams
emptviug into the Gulf hetween the Hillsborough and Withlacoochie rivers,
From this fortificd camp, T would keep up a coutinual communication with
Fort Drane by a detachment of horse.  'I'he distance would not exceed 3
or 40 miles, through an open conntry ; and a strong patrol thus employed
would effectually protect the whole frontier of Middle and ISast Morida as
far as [Yort Drane, from whence another patrol of horse might be extended
to the St. John's.  T'hus we should not only cover all the frontier scttle-
ments by a short line of defence, but, by giving the enemy employnent in
his own country, we should throw him on the defensive, and leave him
neither time nor opportunity to invade ours. One thousand men, thus
posted and thus employed, would give more protection to our settlements
than ten times the number stationed along the line from the Atlantic to St
Mark’s, on the Gulf of Mexico; all of which, you perceive, presents-a frontier
perfectly accessible to the invasion of the enemy. ™The Indians are now
crossing the Suwanee in great numbers, and, unless timely assistance 13
atlorded, this flourishing and prosperous district of country will be laid
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waste duving the summer. We ust strugole with the enemy son newhere
and it were better that this struggle should e maintained in teirs than in
our own conuntry, when the sl mvhl(-r of women and children must be the
ineritable result of the confliet. ~ After hearing that it was your intention
to send a part of the force from Twnpa Bay to take post on the Suwauee,
and the encmy having appearcd and connnitted outrages within 23 miles of
this place, 1 ehartered a vessel, and sent her with a regnest to the command-
ing officer at "Pampa Bay that a portion of his force might be immediately
sent to St. Mark’s.  T'he vessel returned loaded with arms and provisions.
The schooner Motto, the public transport, catne with a cargo of the same
kind, but no men were sent. T immediately chartered another vessel, and
sent her back with a renewal of my request to the commanding officer,
which L hope will prove more successful. A part of the 4th ummcm
under command of Major Foster, T learn has been sent to New Orleans, I
would respectfully suggest the propricty of orderiug this foree to return to
St. Mark’s, with such additional regular troops as may be drawn from the
garrison at Lonisiana.  Our situation, sir, T assure you, is one of great peril.
On the north, we have the formidable pmwr of the Creeks; on the south,
the fieree and warlike Seminoles.  "The former will soon he driven hefure
the forces of Geargia and Alabama, and will no doubt atternpt to form a
junction with the Seminoles.  Should this be done, Middle Florida will
present one dreadful seene of earnage and desolation. "Uhe settlements be-
tween the Creeks and the Florida lmo are already giving way, and the in-
habitants retiring into stockades.  ''he powerful States o Gieorcia and Ala-
hama should he ru]uned without d(].l\’ to throw o strong torce on their
southern frontiers of the Creek eonntry.  If this be not pmmptl\ done, sir,
the censequences may he fatal to all Middle avd West Florida. 1 shall ad’
dress the Gavernors of these States on the subject by the mail of to-night,
and hope they will adopt my suggestions.
Lam, very respectfully, your obedicut sery ant,
R. K. CALL.

Major General Scorr.

Oun-rowx, May 19, 1830.

St Your express arrived in time to save this station. The nien here
mntinied twice to leave me; they have quieted down for a short time, but
Ldo not know at what time they will desert me in a body. Relicf must
come in a few days to save this station. I need a reinforcement at this
place ; the Indians are avound us in bullying style, and our foree barely
sufficient to kee :p the posts. A few days since, they killed a man of this
station, who had most imprudently, and contrary to all instructions, come
from the other post to this, without arms or guards. The information in
respect to the frontier of Jefferson and Madison is what makes the meu
here so disiuclined from the performance of their duty ; and I thimk it im-
possible to retain them longer than next week. A temporary relief of 20
or 30 men may save this station, if sent in time. [ am also iuformed, by
the licutenant in charge of Charles Ferry, that the men there are deter-
mined to leave that post on Tuesday next, regardless of conscquences, on
the ground that their time is expired then. The term of service of the
men here will end about the same time, and I have reason to believe
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~ tl:..t tlwv wil 1! riowt ‘m!- stations at nnr'e ' ’I'he men hort- are in III bequ
= and. s wayy Lam ofien unable o keep up a sufficient. number of sep.
inels-forthe safity ot the place.  Lyuier's. pl.mt.umn, where 1 had com.
meneed aostation, hias Leen burnt down, destroying alarge qnantity. of pro.
“vistons of every I\nnl I await the umv.nl of next 'lumd W with ‘Mang
apprehensions I sty therefore, appeal to, you'in the most. ‘earnest map:-
“ per for the saft Aty of- this place. A Targe nnmber of Indians are now aroug
usousing every effort to ent off my mvn, some were in:Miller's field this
© morning, and Lexpect, with my present number, to have many of my men
~eut off passing and repussing between the forts. - T'am sensible of -theim. -
portance of this station, and, therefore, tretuble for its fate. 1. would con.’
~centrate the meu here at l)abney, but most of our pruvisions are at Mil
~ler’s, and wehave no means of removing them. Auother reason is, that if
“Mufler sets off, the men will not remain ; of this; I' had ‘a trial ‘yesterday,
in altemspting to remove those forces here. The ‘bearer of this exprm,,
Sergeant Taylor, will explam fully oar coudmon '

Youra, &.c,
C ' = '\IcCA‘QTS
o SR A Mr 4oy commandmg at Suwanee.
‘His E.tccllency R. K. Carr. -

JAcxcovmes, Ma_/ 14, ISiG

‘ Sm Ynnr ordors to. CoI Warren of the 27th ‘ultimo, were received by-
' mc_, and opened in his absence ; Col. Warren having gouc to 'St. Augusline,
*as | am intormed; by request 0! Gen. Scott. -
5 Timmediately mrward«d the orders to hxm, and pmceeded m take meas
‘ fllrvs for assembling the quota required from our regiment. - 1 am confident
© that the Colonel will make every exertion to justify the conﬁdence reposed.
~in him by you, and will immediately proceed out.” |
By a letter reccived from Col. Rawls, I am informed  that Cupt W,
Glhlmm, and Nero, our old smde, were shot near Cuernsfort last Thury:
~_day. 1 have written, in answer to his application for aid, that: we will do-
*all'we can, and hopeto be:at’ ‘Newnansville on Thursday text.
- 1 have called ou the’ ‘quartermaster. of the United States stationed here
" aud he refuses 10" issne on my rcqmsmon, based .upon your crder. Lo
~axionsly waiting -Col. Warren's arrival, to- hear how he will -act in: this.
matter. - We can procure any quaulity here. of the merchants, if the Uni-
* ted States will anly pay or acknowledge oar accounts ; bat we' have been
* disbanded since the Ist of March, and not one cent. pald o anybody yet.
R | amm, sity vcr) respectfully, your most obedient servant, - :
- N WM. F, MILLS, = - :
L Lzeut. Lol 4lh Rtvuumt Flm zda ledu&
"His hxcellencv R.K. CaLt, T
: (rovcrnar of Flonda. -

TAu.Amsses, May 28, 1836

Sin: | enclose you. nerewub a copy of a letter just received from Gene:
ral l:.nsus, from which u appears that Fort Klug, the last post which we
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hetd in thc Indmn counlrv 'h'ls been ahandoncd, s lh.n( apart nf ne gar-
rison has heen vrdered to Ne f.<.,mwﬂlc and the ouier to Sunta F¢ bridge; -
not far distant from thie: fofu. - place. "l‘hns our traops are following up -
“the retreat of the ‘people of the frontier, leaving: the Indians in quiet po<t~
~session ‘of all the country they have (:unquvrod ‘A part of the 4th in..
fantry, under command of Major }“oswr has left Florida: for New Orleans’
* or Baton Ronge; L'would respectfully \llg(_re\t that these should he' ordered
- o return to F!onda, wnh n“ uthl’\ llmt umy be s;mrt.d fromthe “"ll'rlbﬂns
of Louisiana.
If there are troops. t!mt can !w thhd'awn from the northern Sl-lthllS,
they should also be ordered to Florida.
Thave received your letter of the 18th nmtmt '\nd with reaard to that
'pnrt of it which authorizes me to raise a thousand \ohuneure in case the
measure should pass Congress; 1 have only to observe that such a force can-
not be raised in Florida for any' puarpose ; and, if we do not n.ccwe assist-
ance {rom abroad, the country caniot be defended. s ‘
" What you have remarked on the subject of pnrsuing the - mn.randmg '
 parties of the enemy, is certainly correct; but where, I would ask, are the.
.~ horsemen yon propose to be ready ut every poiut .;lnu'r the line of frontier,
for three hundred niiles, to’ wount and pursue the Indians wheuever they
“appear?  If T'had the horsemen, this is what I should d»; but I know not -
_ where to get them. - The regular troops, you observe, mwln not-to be re- -
‘quired to do more than hold” their positions, overawe the encmy,” &e.  As
w0 overawing the enemy, they yet have that to learn, as the Indians hald
the country all around them; aud they might as well hold their jositions in -
‘any other part of 1he world us tlu< for lln, protucnun they give to our set-
Ctlements. »
Lany disposed to make uvu‘y cﬂort in. m) power to save thv cnunlrv but ‘
if | have neither. the wmeaus nor the powu of doing $0 thc wpouumluy of
failure will not rest upo 1 me. :
Lam,sir, very respc.ctfull), your obedlent servant

R r«:. CA’LL.'
Hon. prxs LAss, T w 4
éu,rclary q/’ Wur.

Hmnqmn'rras Anmv oF F'Lomm, :
S 12 4urrmtuw May 21, 1836.

Sm Major General Scott lns ewdemlv left_here, under |u<lrncuons ,
from the War Departinent to- proceed to the Creck N Xatiou, and has directed
we to assume the command of all the troops iu the Territory of ‘Florida. |

~ He has instructed me 10 communicate freely with the Governor of Flor-
1d.t ; and it is therefore that T address you to inform you that, in pursnance
of his further instructions, I -have dirccted the garrison dlld stores to he
withdrawn from  Fort King, and one of the companies now at that station
o be posted at Newuaitsville, where a large number of iuhabitauts require -
protectiou ; the other company will be po~ted at Santa e bridge, to cover
the commaunication with Garey’s Ferry from Fort Drane. ‘

It is greatly to be desired that three ‘or foar companics of f the 'I‘crruonal
smlum should be musteted: into-the service of the United States ; and, if 1
aw not misinformed, General Scoit communicated to you his views ot that
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ﬂlu]c‘d Parnnt tie ‘ich to s'!_-':cst that the pmsmml mﬁuoncc nf your eg.
Cevileney might be well employed iu inducing the. Prmdcut to send l]lreeoy
~fanreomyunies of artillery from the eastern \cahoard ,
l.uu witl "n.'xt rc~pu.( )mu Im.ul'lq- Nervaut,

S ABRAIL m EUSTIS,
D rutur]ur (xuuml lerd_ States army. .

ILb el :L'l]f\ I'(. K. Cing. o
R *Giactrnor q[ Plorida. -

————

TALL,m \swu-:,' ﬂla Yy 30 18‘25

’\Ix vEsr Gexeran: I have ¢ just had the satisfaction to rc.cewcwur
- Jeter of ‘the: 1St instant. I:u.cvpt, with great pleasure, of the trust yop
haveconfurred on me; and 1 promise yor- tlml T wilt so0n pm an, und o
_ ke war in Florida, or |n~n~h in the attempt.
Solam (hﬂ.lppnnm-d however, in uot-receiving an nrdn'r from the’ Sccretary
“af War, placnie me in eommand of the forces i Florida, T have a luer,
dited on e l'nh, fron hism, i which he speaks of the c\pecte.d passage
“of the law for raising vulnu.u 15, and chserves:+ I'trust you are mulumy
Call the arrangements necessary for the employment of the requisite fores
aysoon as the mesisure is fanctioned by Cougress.” "Fhis is all'he says on
it snhject et 1 hope, by the niail which will arrive the day after to.
Caporrew, 1 shall receive the ne Cessary. orders to enuble mr‘ 10 asstine com.
- nuand; and commence iy preparations for'a campaign. The character, as
“well as the position, of the eneiy, has heen’ entirely misconeerved by our
“wtierals | and the state of their movements forbids the possibility. of their ac:
caomplisling any thiug of importance.  Your opmion. with regard 1o the
“modeé of Oprrating in ‘this conntry is entirely eorrect. .- No army can mike
i siecessful catupaign attended by a large train of baggage-wagons. By
vapid and forced marches, dw‘eumuy tay be surprised; aud the women
auid chitdren captured, -1 fieel very confident that I shall be enabled 10 ac-
~omplish this, to some extent, at least, in a very short time after 1 enter the -
Ceimntrys” b noihing did oio 'fcucra]\ commit a greater binnder during the
Jast: c.unp.u"n than in the poiuts at which they Cﬂl.ll)h\h(.d their depots, nnd
1 e Toutes o which the supplies were conducted: * The Withlacoochie is
tie stronghold of the enemy: their wives and children, their cattle and their
‘lmnws, ‘uc,xl«rc.‘v T lnouuh the channel ‘of this river, supplies of every
“deseription ean” be introduced within' twenty miles of the priucipal settle--
Caients. - T shall niake a. feint. with my horsernen alone, v order to attract
the aitention of the Indians in thisquarter, while [ ascend the river at night
in fortified bowts, which car be protected with oar sapplies by a very few
e while 1 land Wwith the main hody and march immediately upon them;
“and T have no doubt 1 can be iu their camps and ficlds before they are
~aware of wy approach. - Powell's camp, 1 learn, is one of the first { shall
diseover on this route, Il is the war spirit of the tribe, and, if I can give
him a-goodwhipping, it will bring the nation; to its senses.: So soon as1
Lum pLu'Ld in couuu.md you may r«,lv, sir,on my adopting the most prowpt -
“and eneruetic measures for carrying the war into the etiemy’s country. If
“the order shonld not liave been’ given by the Secretary of War before yon
- receive this, | hope it will.be forwarded immediately after. 1t is necessary,
w0, that 1 ~hould be. 1urmshcd thh iunds to pronde the: necessary trans-
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portation.  Provision and forage in wreat abundance is to be had at Tampa
Bay: but we shall want V(,w'ls to carry it to the mouth of the Withla-
coochie, and fortitied hoats to carry it up that viver and the other streams
between that and the Hhillshoroush : one wll of whieh there are Indian vil-
aaes, "The strength of the nation will he found betwoeen the Withlacooehie
and the Hillsboroush, L will, ina few days, send you a complete map of
the seat of war, mueh ot it drawn from actual survey.
L, dear Generall very sincerely, yours,
R. K. CALL.
The Prrsivexr o the Dnited States.

Tavuaviassee, June 1, 1836.

My prar Greaerar: 1 have the satisfaction to acknowledee the reeeipt
of your fetter of the 21st ultime, in which you inform we that [ am now
chaveed with the dircetion of the war in Florida. 1 have a letter from the
Seeretary of War, of the same date, in which hie expressly recornises Gen-
eral \mlt as being i commuand ol the army, and charced with the oflen-
ave and defensive: measares of the war, | heg leave to refer you to the
copy of his letter of the 2Ust of Mav, which is uo doubt preserved in the
War Oflice.

Nothing have 1 so wmneh desired as to have the direction of the Florida
war,  But it was the pleasure of Governor Eaton and General Seott that
I'should hiave no command in it whatever.  'T'he soouer Fam placed in
comnrnd, the sooner | oshall he prepared for the fiokl; aad 1 feel every
confidenee in rontine Powell and lis whaole wribe in a very few weeks alter
I eommence operations. 1 have again to request, sir, that you will give
the neeessary instruetions to the Sceeretary of War to place e in connnand
of the troops now in Flovidic; and 1 have to reqnest that those which have
gone o Lotisiana may be ordered inmediately to retirn, with such others
as iy be sp.nrud from the aarrisons of that State. 1w not advised of
the nnber of troops stationed in Worida : but theiv positions have been
most injndiciousty sefected, and they have given uo protection whatever to
the frontier. 1 have, on my own responsibility, raised troops iu the “Terri-
ory, which are now cmploved in driving the Indians from the settlements
and L will i ashart time drive them even from the neighiborhood of the
forts arrisoned by the recnlars, where they have been permitted to remain
with impunity. 1 agree with you, sir, in the opinion that no war was ever
so diswracefully conducted 3 and 1 prowise you, when Lam pat in posses-
ston of the lueans, I will (uu al ond to it speedity, or perish 1o the attempt,
o comducting the campaign, T shall be ;rounnud by the rules pursued by
vou with so mueh success, aud with which I am perfealy funiliar, You
may remember the anxiety L expressed to you ou this subjeet in my letters
wiitten at an early period of the war, in which Texpressed a desire to be
nethe field, From what [ saw of the reculars, while on the frontier, I was

satisticd that they have muceh o learn before t hcs would be eflicient in an
!udx.m war.

I am Lighly eratified to {ind you have seut General Jesup to command

amiust e Creeks 3 he is a soldier of the first merit, and is worth a bat-

L]

talion of yonr other generals.
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‘Your have hmrd much, hm yon Imc nnl wt homme pncsc«ed of ail the
bad manazement in Florida, Large wpplle\ of forage and provhmm ate
Cyetarriving at Tamga Bav, under the’ reqrisition of General ‘Scott; a great
~deal of which will be entirely lost efore it can be consamed,  Much of the:
" eorin i already spoiled, and the hay, I told, is lying in h(-nps expos:d (g
the weather As fur as these \upplws will Le regnire d llwv uuiy easily by
conve \vd 10:the outh of the W nhl.nuw(.hlu Tt I prumuelherc 1s: Much.
fl.zr«u r quantity than wiil be required, - S
+ 1 am, dear (.M ucr.d very sitice r(l), \onr:., :

R K cAu_;. |

(-envral Jacksox, .'

’r \u.m ua; E. Jmml 1936. ‘

- Sik: I have the hmmr to ncl\nn\vledtrc the receipt. of vour ~ever.n| letters

_ oflhe 2)st, 23d, 251h;, and 26t uitimo. T hey should hiave been: promptly
" answered, but they. formd. e laboring undér a severe: indisposition, from
“which. [.nm just recovering. - As_far as prucncal)le the several subjects.to
* which they relate have. heen attended to. 1 have appointed the 4th of July

nuxt as the day on which an effort will he. m.nde, throughiont the Territory,
o raise volunteers under the act of Congress. " 1 h.u'(' little hope of Leing -
enahled fo raise: any considerable: nmnhnr of men for the: permd of ‘twelve
“mionths, aliliongh wrespectable force miay be assembled for six or four
~months service. 1 shail, however, make the attempt 1o raise them for
Ctwvelve mos nhs, and if this cannot. be done, ' shill cmupel lhuu tos \erve,
for a-stated period, wrider the laws of the 'l‘errnm'v ‘ :

Lam sillvery fechle, and unable to write more: fully at pre<ent
1 .nm, .sxr, verv r:-:peclluliv. vour obedlem servant,

R K. CALL. -
Hon. Lewis L\ss, -Secretar Ui of Wur. L o

'I ALLAH‘\SaFl‘ Jmm 2] 18%

Slu. 1 h-IVG the hnnor to acknowl ledge the receipt of vours of the Sth
instant. I have also just received.a letter from General Clinch, in which
“he:positively declines entering onduty in-the service of the United States.
1 have. therefore, in obedience to your orders, assumed commaud of all the
troops in Florida. I have required returns to be made of the strength of
“the different posts, .and ‘of the sipplies of urdn.mce ordnance stores, pro-
visions, and transportatiou, on hand. ~As soon as. my health will permn me
‘o travel, I shall proceed: to the east; in order to m.xke the necessary arrange-
‘ments tor oﬂi.usu' and difetisive nperaunns against .the enemy. I doubt’
~not L shall, iu a very short time, be ablé to free our ‘setilements from the’
harassing visits .of the Indiaus, and shall, as soou al’ter as pmcucab]e, en-
deavor to carry the war'into Ihelr country.

‘The:measures adopted by General Jesnp, and lhe Governom of Georgia
and Alabama, leave us without apprehension of danger from the (Jrede;
and I hope to he able to direct my whole force against the bcmluo]es.

1 am, ‘lr, very re<pc-cllully, your obedient servant,

‘ R K CALL.

Hon. LCWI:: Ciass, Secretary of War
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, TaLLanasske, June 27, 1836,

St: Thave the honor herewith to enclose a copy of a letter which T
have just received from Major Heilowan, in which he details the resnlt of a
skirniish he has had with a party of the cuemy at Micanopy.

I hope my health will enable me to repair to the east it a few days, when
Ishall endeavor to assemble a sullicient toree to drive the enemy out of the
coutmry.

1 am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
K. K. CALL.

Hon., Liewis Cass, Seeretary of War.

D g

Copy of the docrment referred to in the letter of R K. Call of June 27,
1530, eddressed to the honorable Lewis Cass.

Forr Draxe, June 14, 1836,

Stw: I have the honor to acknowledue the receipt of your excellency’s
letter of the 9th instaut : the subject of it will be attended to as soon as I
can make the necessary arrangements, although the prescut reduced state
of the compaunies under my connmand puts it almost out of my power to
make detachments from the established posts. 1heard yesterday that Gen-
erai Bustis had ordered two compaunies of wounted men to this post; they
will probably arrive in the next twenty-four hours, when € shall be abile to
send to Suwuance Old-town, and make some other detachments in this vi-
cinity.  Lartived here on the 1th instant; my men much worn down by
the exeessive heat of the weather, and the want of rain. A party of the
enemy offered me battle in front of Micanopy, which was not declined ; and
Fam happy to add, that a handful of men, under the immediate conmand
of Captain Lee, of the 3d artillery, Lieutenant Wheelock, of the dragoons,
Licutesant "Puleott, of the 3d, and Licutenant Humphreys, of the 2d artil-
lery, drove them in all directious.  Captain Lee, I regret to say, was severely
wounded, by which I lose the services of a most valuable officer. A few of
the dragoons and artillery were wounded 5 but one of whom, L am happy to
say, has yet died.  The enewmy destroyed General Clinel's sugar establish-
ment, near this place, a few days before my arrival ; and [ learn small parties
of them are destroying all the houses about the country.

I think it highly important that an active force should now be in opera-
tion, particularly as we must expeet more sickness as the season advauces.
If iy health permits, 1 shall go with the detachment to Suwanee, and will
coupnunicate further with you from that poiut.

} am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
J. ¥ HEILEMAN,
. Muajor commanding.
1his Excelleney R. K. Carr,
Governor of lorida.

TaLvanassee, July 1, 1836.

Sir: T have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the
18th ultimo, and am highly gratified to learn that the volunteers from West
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Tennessee are ordered directly to this place. Tshall be prepared, so soon ag
they arrive, o mareh hito the cnemy’s conntry, At this season of the vear
their women and children are to be found at their cornfields, and, I)ya
prompt and rapid marel, I have no doubt many of them may be surprised
and captured, which will cause the warriors to give ns hattle,

I do nat nuderstand whether the Tennesseans WI“ bring arns with them,
or not; aud, to avoid disappointment and preventdelays, Fshall bave a sup.
ply lmm‘rhl here from Baton Ronge, to be used if necessary. Thereisa
Jarge number iu store at St. Augustine, but it would he much wore dilicult
o get thew from that place than from Baton Rouge.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
R. K. CALL.

Hon, Lazswis Cass, Seeretary of War.

Tavranassre, July 3, 1836,

St T have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of yonr letter of the
20th ultimo, and its enelosures. Tua forner letier, Tadvised you of having
assumed comunaud of the fores of Florida, 1 have yet made no alte ‘ration
i the position ol the regular troops 5 but I have disposed of the monnted
volunteers in such manner as 1 lhuu'rht best for the protection of the fron-
tier, and at present every thing is quw

I regret to mform you that I have just received iutellicence, by express,
of the death of Major Heileman, late the commanding oflicer at Fort Drane,
He died of fever on the 27th ultimo,  ‘I'he aggregate strength of the gar-
rison is 289, and, at the last date, there were 89 on the sick report. L
closed is a copy ol a letter from the surzeon of the post, recommmnending its
abaudonment. T shall order an examination to he made, and hope to find
a more healthy situation ia the neighborhood, to which the troops and
public stores may be removed. Yonr letter. of the 20th ultimo was re-
ceived just in time to countermand the order I had given for arms to equip
the Tennessee volunteers, which I discover would be unnecessary, as they
have been arined at the Staie arsenal, 1 have sent Captain Shannon to
New Grleans to procure every thing necessary for the approaching cam-
paign 5 and I have sent an express to General Seott, requesting the Ten-
nessee troops may be ordered here without delay. 1 hope Ishall be in the
field early 1 Angust. | shall establish a depot on the Snwanee and one on
the Withlacoochie. I shall attend especially to vour suggestions with
rezard to the health of the troops; and, after routing the enemy on the
Withlacoochie, destroying their r‘mp&,andc pturing their cattle and families,
it possible, should 1 find the troops unhealthy, or too much harassed with
futigue and the heat of the weather, I will retire to a healthy situation on
the sea-board convenient to onr supplies. ‘

Major Kirby, the paymaster, has been here for some time, and will soon
have completed the paviuent of the troops who served in the lasi campaign.

L am, siry very respectfully, vour obedicnt servant,
R. K. CALL.

Houn. Lizwis Cass, Seeretary of War.
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'Cop 72 of the do: nment re[erred toin R I\ Call 3 letler af Jul J 3, 1836
- addles.scd lo llze I]on. Lewis Laes. . '

Fon'r DRA\I Ju;w 91 1836

Sm' By the retrulauons for the cnverumem of . the medical dep':rtment
it 1 made incumbent on “the surgeon of the post to make known to the -
commanding officer \vhateVer, in lus oplmon, ‘may conduce to tlle health;

- and conxfort of the sick. -

Ii obedience thereto, I hnve tho honor to reporr for your consnderatlon,

“that since ‘the .commencement of the summer the number on the sick.
report has.varied from one hundred to one hundred and twenty, and, since
- the beginning of the: rainy season, is iycreasing ; and should not.this post
be abanconed for one more healthy, I conceive that more than two-thirds -
of the commaiid’ will be rendered unfit for. duty. This phce is kiiown to"
every inhabitant within-twenty miles to be one of the most sickly spots in-
this section of the country, and, as fwr as my experlencc goes, 1 1ully con~~
- cur in the belief. = . :

There are at present: eight oﬁivers smlloned at the post, and only lhree
fitfor duty—one having dled afew hours ugo (\ila_)or Ilellemnn the com-
manding officer.) g

Should the removal of the troops to' some more’ healthful sltu.mon be '

“delayed any longer, it is impossible to say what will be the resnlt. 1 there-
fore rcepectfully recommend an immediate abandonnient of the post..

I live the honor to be, sir, v&ry respectmllv, vour obedient ﬁel‘V'\llt,

: - ED. WE[GHT\IAN ,

! ‘ Asszstunt bur eon. ‘

Ca'vt'un J. Dnnncx, _ o

‘ : (,ommaudmfr

P. S -—Dr. Lc'x enworth concurs m 1he nbove smtemeu t. '

- : TALLAHASSEE, Jul -5, 1836 ,
Sm 1 have the honor to acl\no\vludue the. receipt of your. letter of the
25t nhimo, enclosing copies and extracts of letters from General Scott,
“coutaining sugirestions. relutive to the preparutions that will -be mecessary
for mmdnctmrr the. c.lmpalrru ammst the Scmmolu Indmns durmtr the‘
nc\t «utumu. : '
Tam disposed to pay every re=pect to the oplmons of thlS e\perlenced
general ; but if the Teunessce volunteers should arrive within the time con-
:u.mpl.ucd 1 shall, uuder the purmhsxon of the departmeut march imine-
diately into the eneniy’s country. . My plan of operations is to transport
_lhe infantry, in steamboats, to the mouth of the Withlacoochie; where' they
will ebark with their baggage and stores. in fortified boats; and ascend to -
the Tapids, where they will| land and unite with the’ horsemen, within ten.
or ﬁhem miles of the Indian' settlements. ‘ g
"This approach will .be entirely unexpected. The boats mny ascend- '\t,.
“night;to avoid dlscovury ; and by a rapid march we may surprise and cap- -
ture a part of the enemy. . From all 1 can learn on this subject, I feel great .
coufidence that the barges. may be forced over the tapids:; after which, ‘they
nmy ascend nearly to :m point \vhere General Scolt proposes. to establish
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his seeond depot ou the river,  For the purpose of managing these barges,
which will e well fortfied, T have to request that 250 or 300 scinnen and
wiarines with cowpetent oflicers; may be furnishied from the squadron on
this station.

I'his foree, while cnndnclnw our supplies up the river, will not only
aflord ns, at all times, the means of crossing from one side to the other, but
will be sullicient to defeat any small parties of Indians that may be found
on the islands, or on the banks of the river.

By executing this plan of operations, I belicve in fifteen days the strong.
hold on the Withlacoochie may be broken up, and the enemy cutlrdy rout.
ed.  'I'his will relieve our froutier from their troublesome visits.  Afier
which, should we find the warmth of the scason too uppres:.ive we may
retire to a healthy position on the sea-board, within the enemy’s country,
and rest as long as may be necessary,

Very respectfully, your obedicnt servant,
R. K. CALL.

Hon. 1. Cass,

Seeretary of War,

TarrLanasseg, July 5, 1836,

St In assuming command of the troops stationed in Florida. T re-
quired, in general orders, returns of the streugth of the different garrisons
to be inmnneditely made.

T'hose returns have been yet but partially received, but they showa
great want of officers at almost every post.  Fort Drane is garrisoued by
six companics, and a detachment wmnounting in the aggregate to 259, and
there are but one captain and four liewtenants present ; “while there are four
captains and sixteen licutenants abseut.  Of the seven officers present, four
are on the siek report.

I have respectfully to request, sir, that the officers belonging to the Flori-
da army, so far as their services may be dispensed with elsuwhere niay be
ordered immediate ly to join their respective comiands.

So far as I am informed, there is at this time no officer of the regular
forces in Florida, of a mcrhu' rank than a brevet major.

I have the honor to b(., very respectfully, your obudient servant,

R. K. CALL.

Ilon. 1. Cass,

Secretary of War.,

Tavvanassee, July 7, 1836.

Str: Within the last few days several scouting parties of Indians have
appeared on the west side of the Suwanee river,and at three diflerent times
persons have been fired on when travelling the road where the country is
thinly populated.  Oune man has been killed, and one wounded. A party
of horsemen were near one of the scenes of violence, and gave immediate
pursuit ; but a heavy shower of ruin which fell soon alter so completely
obliterated their tracks that it became impossible to follow them. 1 have
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sent several detachments of horsemen in pursuit, and T hope they may yet
overteke and destroy the Indians.

I have just received intelligence, by express, of a successful secont made
by Colonel John Warren, of the East Florida volunteers, on the morumny
of the 3lst ultimo, at the head of a detachment of mounted men ; he struck
the trail of a party of Indians about suurise, which he pursued nntif two
o'clock, P. M., when he overtook them at & place where they hed fialted.
A charge was made upon them; seven were killed on the spot, and the
eighth escaped into an adjoining hammock ; but, from the quantity of blood
found on his trail, it is belicved he was mortally wounded.  Not one of vur
men received the slightest injury.

1 am, sir, very respectiully, your obedient servant,
R. K. CALL.

Hon. Lrwis Cass,

Secretury of War.

Tantanasser, July 15, 1830.

Sii: I enclose, for the information of the department, a copy of a
general order issued by Major General Scott, on the 2d instant, from which
it appears that the 'P'ennessce volunteers ordered to Florida, though raised
under an act of Congress reguiring them to gerve during the period of six
or twelve months, are ordered by the late commanding general to be
mustered into service for three months only, unless sooner discharged,
This measure I have deemed so entirely contrary to the policy and inten-
tion of the Government, that 1 have considered it my duty to bring it
to your notice, in order that, if it be not approved, the most prompt
measures may be adopted to preveut the evils which may be anticipated
from stich a cause. 1f the term of service of these troops shall be limited
to three months, one third of the time alnost will expire before the com-
mencement of the campaign, and the residue may not be suflicient o put
an end to the war.

I wm, sir, very respectfully, your-obedient servant,
R. K. CAI;L-

Hon. Lewis Cass,

Secretary of War.

TaLLanasseg, July 21, 15936.

Sir: T have the honor herewith to enclose a copy of the official report
of Captain Lee, relative to the engagement with the Indians near Mica-
nopy, on the 9th day of June last.  Caplain Lee explains sufficiently the
reason why this report is now made, and why it was not made at an earlier
period. The gallant Major Heileman was breveted for his conduct on that
occasion, but unfortunately did not live to receive the intelligence of thris
acknowledgment of his worth. It appears to me, both from the report of
Major Heileman and Caprain Lee, that the latter officer and the two survi-
ving lieutenants, who acted under his orders, are equally entitled to this
distinction ; I would therefore respectfully suggest the propriety, as well
as the justice, of conferring brevets on Captain Lee, Lieutenant Humphreys,
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and Lieatenant Taleott, for the gallantry and bravery with which they
foucht on that oceasion. 'This just reward for their services would have y
happy etlect on the future operatious of the army.
1w, sir, very respectlully, your obedient servant,
R. K. CALIL,
Governer and Commander-in-chief.
The Hou, Seerirary oF War.

ForT DEFIANCE,
Micanopy, L. F., July 12, 1836,

Sir: On the day following the encagement near this pluce with the
Indinns, on the Yth of June last, Major Heileman made a hasty and imperfect
report of the event to Brig, Gen. siustis, who at that time commanded the
troops m Florida, in which he mierely gave a general outline of the ocenr-
rences of the morning, stating to me at the tine, that, as soon as the state of
nwyy wounds wounld allow me to give him a special account of my knowledge
of the affuir, he should make a detaited report of it, based upon the repre.
sentations of Lieutenauts Wheelock and Humphreys and myself.  Within
three or four days afterwards Major Heileman was attacked with a severe
ilness, that terminated in bis death 5 which sudden and lamented event has
deprived the army of oue of its most valuable officers, at a time, too, when
our country could ill aflord to lose the services of such an accomplished
and gallaut oflicer.

The death of Muajor Heileman devolves upon me the duty of giving you
a detaiied statement of the occurrences of the cngagement.  In performing
this duty, 1 shall confine myself to a plain relation of facts, leaving it to
you to draw such conclusious as the circumstances of the case may scem to
warrant.

On the morning of the 9th June last, about ten o’clock, the enemy, in
large force, having shown himself about three-quarters of a mile {rom eur
picketting, in an easterly direction, the troops were immediately paraded
under arms, and orders given by Major Heileman to Lieutenaut Wheelock,
i command of about 25 dragoons, and myself, in command of 19 men of
company I, 3d artillery, and a brave volunteer teamster, named More Black,
to make a sortie and attack him. Being the senior officer, [ was directed
to take command, and, having received Major Heileman’s final orders, I in-
structed Lieutenant YWheelock in what manner to approach and assail the
cnemy. 1 then proceeded with iy immediate consmand, by a route con-
cealed from the observation of the enemy, and, after marching about half
a mile obliquely to the right, to the point of a small hammock, near the
Tuscawitta lake, unexpectedly found that the opposite extremity of this
hammock, about 300 yards from my position, was occupied by a large body
of Indians. Just at this time Lieutenant Humphreys, who had been order-
ed out by Major Heileman subsequently to my leaving the pickets, arrived
with a detachment of, 25 men, composed of detachments from companies
D and C of the 2d regiment of artillery. I directed him to make a circuit
to the left, around the hammock ; which order he promptly obeyed, and had
not proceeded more than 250 yards belore he found himself in contact
with the enemy’s left. The dragoons, led on by their intrepid and gallant
commander, Lieutenant Wheelock, whose untimely death we have recently
been called upon to mourn, were now warmly engaged with the enemy’s
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right, charging on horsehack, and delivering their fire without dismounting,
the Indians retreating before them,  Having delivered their first fire, they
reloaded on their ground, charged and fired aguin, and so on, until the cue-
my were forced into the Tuscawitta hammock, their stronghold. Mean.
time Licutenant Humphreys gallantly charged the left, the enemy keeping
up a retreating fire.  Lientenant Humphreys made several efforts to bring
them to close guarters, but In vain; they having the advantage in celerity
of movements.  As the enemy appronched the hammock in retreating, the
length of his front was nceessarily diminished, and, as a cousequence, the
different detachments of our troops were brought nearer together.  Lieu-
tenant Humphreys at this time observed one or two atlempts to outflank our
left, which he as often deleated by a prompt and judicious movement in
that direction.

Having given Licutenant Humphreys his orders, I proeceded to cnter the
hanunock, moving iu an oblique direction towards the rear of the enewmy.
"The trees being sparse, and the underwood not sufliciently thick, in many
places, to conceal ny men, 1 was obliged to move with great caulion and
celerity. I soon found mysell in the enemy’s rear, at the distance of about
150 yards. I continued to move oun untl I reached the extreme verge of
the hannmock, being at that time about 20 paces in frout of my company.
It now becae necessary to examine more particularly the position of the
enewy, in order to attack him to the best advantage. I therefore crept for-
ward about 10 or 12 paces, upon a small Aroll, and found mysell in {ull view
of ubout 50 Indians, as many more being concealed behind the brow of a
small hill, the nearcest about 20, and the farthest about 40 yards off. Their
backs were tov . " me, and they were eagerly and intently observing the
moveinents of «. . troops commanded by wieutenants Wheelock and Hum.
phreys.  T'he dragoous, under Lieutenant Wheelock, having a few moments
previously become warmly engaged, | remained several seconds in this
position, my men still advancing; during which time I observed two Indians,
whoni I supposed to be chiefs, from their earnest conversation and gestures,
which induced me to believe that they intended to malke a movement to the
rear of Lieutenants Humphreys aud Wheelock, from whom they were as
yet entirely coucealed. My men had now arrived at the verye of the ham-
mock, and I only required five paces more to enable me to pour a volley
amongst thein, before their knowing of my presence, when we were unfor-
tunately discovered. Being in advance of my men, and on elevated ground,
and my dress being somewhat conspicuous, 1 soon became a general mark,
Instautly 1 gave the command to charge, raised my rifle, and flashed it at
one of the supposed chiefs. T'he scenc of pauic and confusion which en-
sued on the part of the Indians bafiles all description. Some fired at me
without takiug aim, some fled without firing at all, and some took to trees.
My company was now clear of the bushes and charging handsomely, throw-
ing in shots wheuever a good opportunity oftered ; myself leading ‘about 12
paces iu advance. I had proceeded only a few steps, when I felt a terrible
concussion against my shoulder, a great difficulty in breathing, and was
seized with bleeding at the mouth. I found that I was badly wounded,
but, having strength to licep my feet, determined to lead the charge as long
as I could stand, I tarned to my men, observed to them that I was wound-
ed, and ordered them to push ahead. I had scarcely resumed my post,
and advanced thiree or four paces, when I was brought to the ground, by a
severe wound ihrongh the thigh, given by an Indian who was about 20
yards distant, behind a tree. Sergeant Hall, my orderly sergeant, came and
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asked whether he should have me carried from the field. T told him no;
to charge with every man. It was not necessury to repeat the order, T he
men sprayg forward at the word,  As the rear of the comnpuny was abogt
passing ey one of my sergeants and several of my men cune and urged
me to be removed to o safer place. 1 ordered thern to leave me where[
was, and charge.  One of them asked me to lend him oy rifle, and ing
moment more I found myself alone. Having remained in this situation
upwards of an hour, and the battle being over, my orderly sergeant, with
several men, returned, and informed me that the etiemy were ¢ ntm-lv dnven
ot and silenced.  "I'he remainder of the company, under Sergeant Bumeu
moved to the left and joined Licutenant Humphreys. Licutenant Wheelock
and his command were the first to getinto the action ; my compauy was the
next, and Lieutenant Hamplireys “and his command were engaged imme.
diately afterwards.  Not more than five or six minutes el.npscd after the
first fire upon the dragoons, before all three of our detachments encountered
the eneiny.  As soon as the action became general, Major Heileman left the
pickets with a six-pounder field-piece, and advanced rapidly towards the
scene of action ; but when he had nearly arrived within reach of the enemy,
some persou reportedd to him that a body of Indians were moving towards
the rear of the pickets. Apprehending an attack in that direction, "and there
being but a few teamsters and citizens, besides the sick, lelt within the
work, under the commmand of Lieutenant Talcott; Major Heileman deemed
it necessary immediately to return to the pickets with the gun ; but, finding
on his urrival that the alarm was false, he directed Lieutenant Tulcott to
proceed at full speed with the field piece, to where the troops were stll en.
gmred with the enemy. ‘T'his order wus promptly obeyed by Lientenant
Talcott, who arrived on the field just in time to render good service in
finally M](’Iltll]‘f the fire of the retreating encmy, “who, after a few well.
directed shots from the artillery, sought shelter in” an extensive and dense
hammock, about two miles from the plckcls, and about a wile and a quarter
from where the battle first began.

T'he engagement lasted about an hour and a quarter. The Indian force
is supposed to have heen at least 250.  Qurs, you will observe, amounted
to but 7t men, exclusive of thoese with the field-piece, which arrived upon
the field just at the close of the action.

I'iree of our men were severely wounded, one of whom has since died,
and another has lost an arm.  ‘Three others areslightly wounded. Of the
officers, I was the only one injured, having reccived two severe wounds—
one in my left shoulder, and one through my left thigh. The enemy, it is
believed, suffered severely, but to what extent canuot be ascertained, as
those disabled by our fire were borne off by their retreating comrades.

I closing this report, I feel great pleasure in expressiug in this public
manner, at the unanimous request of the officers present, “the high sense
entertained by us of the unremitted exertions of Mr. George Center,a
citizen of this place, in rendering every assistance in his power, both to the
wounded and the well among our tronp not only on the day ot our engage-
ment with the enemy, but at all times. I cannot too highly applaud his
generous and disinterested conduct.

I am, sir, with much respect, your obedient servant,

. B. LEE,
Brevet Captain 3d dArtillery.
His Excellency Governor CavLt,
Cummander.in-chief Army of Florida.
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.
"Partanasser, July 25, 1836,
Sir: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the
11th instant, enclosing the copy of one to General Jesup of the same date.
The friendly Indians you mention, would be of great service to me; and 1
have written to Generul Jesup, requesting him to send them with as little
delay as possible,

Very respectiully, your obedient servaut,
R. K. CALL.

Hon. Liewis Cass, Secretary of War.

Tarranasseg, July 31, 1836.

Sir: T have the honor to send you, herewith, the copies of three letters;
the one from Lieutenant Muitland giving the particulars of an attack on
the escort while removing the gquartermaster and other stores from Fort
Drane. A copy of the order for its abandonment is also enclosed, which,
with the copy of Captain Merchant's letter, will show you the necessity of
this novement. 'There was no rcason why this particular post should he
maintained, more than would apply to any in its vicinity, or in the enemy’s
country. T'here was little else than the public stures to be protected, the
enemy being in full possession of the surrounding country. ‘I'he new post,
after the sicl have recovered, can be maintained by a smaller force than
occupies both at present. I have ordered a sufficient reinforcement to pro-
tect the movement. Captain Gardner's letter will show you the necessity
of keeping open the communication between Micanopy and Garey’s Ferry,
and the difficulties atiending it, with his limited force. A report {from Col.
Crane, the officer in command at St. Augustine, shows the mounted com-
panies at St. Augustine are unfit for service, on account of sickness, I
have erdered hiim, in case of its continuance, to dismount them, and turn
over the horses to the ¢uartermaster, to be put in order for the summer
campaign. I have ordered a levy of one-fourth of the number able to
bear arms in the Territory ; this, in addition to the regular force and volun-
teers now on duty, will not prove sufficient for the protection of so defence-
less and extensive a frontier. Depredations are corumitted by small parties
of the enemy almost weekly, and within 25 or 30 miles ot this place. I'he
force equal to prevent them, in the preseut worn out state and scanty num.
bers of the militia, would, L am fully persuaded, be equal to attacking them
and beating them in their own fastnesses. 1 have written to Brigadier
General Armstrong, now comnanding the Tennessee volunteers, encamped
near Montgomery, making known my intention of marching, :Wm,
mand or a similar force should join me: 1 have recason to Delieve the
Teunesses volanteers will come; they are only detained by a dread of
the climate, which [ think a more intimate acquaintance would remove.

It appears, by reports received here, that the disatfected Creeks are crossing
in large numbers; one force, said to be 500 strong, has been attacked twice
by the volunteers of Georgia, and repulsed each time. 'I'hey are now pur-
sued by General Sandford, whose force I shall augment 150 men, should
he bring them to a halt on the route; this being my greatest disposable
force. 'I'he present position of the force in Alabama and Georgia is favor-
able to the escape of the Creeks, and we may expect the number to increase.

5 :
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Some small parties have preceded this one; they have been successfally
met, and but few eseaped,

1 had the honor, ont a former occasion, to request that 250 or 300 silors
and manues should he seut to assist in getting the barges up the Withla.
coochie river. 1f the order be not already tssued, T would be extremely
glad that it be done, and that one or two of the United States revenue cut.
ters be ordered fo report to e at St. Mark's,

I have the Lonor to remain, respectfully, your obedient servant,

R. K. CALL, Governor of Ilorida.

Hon. Liewis Cass, Sceretary of War.

Copies of the documents referred to in Governor Call's letter of the 3lst
July, 1836, addressed (o the Secretary of War.

Fouwr Deriance,
Micanopy, East Florida, July 19, 1836

Sinr: In obedience to your instructions to cvacuate the post at Fort
Drane, if' the commanding officer, in excreising a sound diserction, should
deem it necessary, 1 have the honor to report, that the commandiug oflicer,
Captain Merchant, of the 2d regiment artillery, in consequence of the large
aud increasing sick report, determined to remove the troops to this place,
"I'he movement commenced this day at 8 o’clock, consisting of 22 wagons,
loaded with commissary and quartermaster’s stores, with an escort of a de.
tachment of 26 dragoous of the 2d regiment, under the command of Cap.
tain Ashby, and 36 men, detailed from the difterent artillery companies at
the post; also, a 5% inch howitzer, under the charge of Lieutenant Whitcley,
2d artillery, making a force of 62 men. On our arrival at Wi li-ka pond,
within one mile of this place, the discharge of several rifles apprized us of
the presence of the enemy, Captain Ashby immediately went with his
dragoons in the direction from which the fire was delivered, and scoured
the neighboring hammocks, without finding the enemy. It is proper to
state, here, thut in the first fire, private Holmes, of the dragoons, was severely
wounded in the abdomen, (since dead.) Proceeding on our route, opposite
a long hammock, within a guarter of a mile of Micanopy, we were attacked
by a large body of Indians, estimated, from what we saw of them, and
from their liring, to be 250 strong. 'I'he firing commenced near the fron,
and on the right of the train, and was coutinued tirough its whole length,
o quarter of a wnile. The men returned the fire with spirit and promptness.
During the engagement, Captain Ashby, (who, [ regret to say, was, soon
after the comnmencement of it, severely wounded, but refused to leave the
field untii loss of blood compelled hin,) finding the enemy in great strength,
and pressing on us, despatched a dragoon to this place for a remforcement.
On his way, he met two detachments, under Lieutenants Temple aud
Talcott, 31 strong, on their march to assist us. They arrived at an im-
portant moment, and did us good service. Licutenant Temple reached us,
having scoured, on his approach, a point of hammock from which the
enemy had very much annoyed us.  As soon as Lieutenant T'emple and his
command had taken their position in line, Captain Ashby ordered a charge
in the hammock ; which was instantly exccuted, and the Indians driven
beyond the reach of our fire. During this time, Lieutenant Talcott was
actively employed in removing the wagons in their direction to this place.
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Of the good conduct and courage of the troops, it is sufficient to say
that every man did his duty. My gallant commander, Captain Ashby,
distingnished himselt by his courage aud activity, and did not leave the
field. after having received a severe wound, until fecbleness from loss of
blood made it absolutely necessary.

First Lieutenant Temple, 3d artillery, rendered the most essential ser-
vice, by his timely arrival from Fort Defiance, and the gallant maunuer in
which he charged the hammock. Lieutenant Whiteley, who had charge of
the howitzer, served it in the most ellicient manner ; and, from his prominent
position, was a mark for the encmy, which drew a sharp fire on him, and
disatiled several of his men. 1 regret to say Assistant Surgeon Weightman
recaived a severe wound in his left thigh. Sergeants Smith, Johnson, of
(1) company) 2d dragoons ; Smith, (F')) Lst artillery ; Hall, (1) 3d artillery ;
Peterson, (1,) 3d artillery ; Brydon, (H,) 3d artillery; all distinguished them-
selves by their courage and good conduct in discharging the several duties
that devolved on them.

Repert of the killed and wonnded al the battle of Wili-ka, East Florida,
L9th of July, 1836.

Mortally wounded, 5 2 since dead.

Severely, - - - 5
Slightly - - - -
Total - - - 11

From onr well-directed fire, we no doubt killed and wounded many of
the euemy, but, as is usual, they carried them off to the dense harmmock to
which they retreated. We had three horses killed on the field and several
severcly wonnded.

I have the honer to be, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

W. S. MAITLAND,
Lst Licutenant commanding.

General R, K, Cavr,

Commanding U. 8. troops in Floride.

Fort Draxg, FrLoripa, July 19, 1836,

Sir: On yesterday I reported to you my arrival at this place, that the
post would be abandoued, aud the troops be stationed at Micanopy. 'I'he
movement was commenced this morning ; the whole baggage-train, loaded
with a part of the stores, escorted by a detachment of eighty men, (about
thirty of whom were meuuted,) with a 5)-inch howitzer under the com-
mand of Captain Ashby. [ have been informed by the express from Mi-
canopy that an attack was made on them about half a mile ou this side of
that post, by about from 180 to 200 Indians; that several men (cight or nine)
aud two oflicers (Captain Ashby of the dragoons, and Doctor Weightman)
were severely wounded. This occurrence shows that the troops caunot be
removed, or the post supplied with stores, unless we have assistance fromsome
Quarter. It is necessary that the troops be removed as soon as practicable ;
1 must, therefore, request that you cause such assistance to be given as
may enable us to remove our sick (and the number is not small, inng four
officers and one hundred aud thirty-three men) to a healthy situation, and
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onr stores where they may be available,  The escort shonld consist at feg
ol 200 men ; alout 150, 0 additon to the nmmber that can be spared from
this warrison, wonld probably be sutlicient to eflect the movement m safely,
1 haveapphied to Major Kirby for asutlicient force, but it is donbtinl whethe
he can tarnish ity as he informed me before he telt Garey’s Ferry, in answer
to an .xpplu.muu then wade tor an additional eseort for the lmugr.vrc, train,
that, under the cireumstances, (the men being sick, &e.,) I must make th
mast ol the mcans then undc:r my control: he conld spare none, | yjl
reportwmore folly so soon as I asecttain the particulars of the action.  No
stores have been brought up since Captain Diminick reported to you abous
the lastof June,

1 have the honor to be, sir, very respectfully, your oliedient servant,

CHAS. S. MERCHAN'T,
Captain 2d artillery, cwmnuudmg.
General R K Cavy,
Commandmg troops in Ilorida.

Gexenran Orper, ¢ HiAabQUuaRTERS,
No. 2. 5 Talluliassee, July 4, 1836.

The commander-in-chief, with deep regret, annouuces to the troops sta.
tioned in Florida the dmlh of Major J. F. Heileman, lute commanding
oflicer at Fort Drane.  The loss of this valuable officer will be severely ex.
perienced by the whole army.  In eonscquence of the unhealthiness of Fon
Drane, and tie recommendation of the surgeon aud other oflicers that it be
immediately abandoned, the senior officer now stationed in IKast Florida
will repair immcdinlelyto that post and assame the command. Should the
ill health of the garrison continue in its present distressing condition, he will
cause a reconnoissauce to be made of the neighboring conntry, with a view of
selecting u more faverable position, to which the gtmson and publie stores
may be Temoved.  From the ditliculty of removing the large amount of
pubiic property at that place, it is importaut that the pearest position promiis-
ing good health should be sclected.  'T'he garrison, enfechbled by disease,
mwnm be able, in i's present condition, to erect another fortification without’
great hazard, both from fatgue and exposure as well as from the attacks of
the cnemy. "Should the cnnnnandmg officer entertain this opinion, he will
cause a sutlicient reinforcement to be drawn from St. Augustine, and sther
posts from which troops may be spared, to enable him to effeet this change
m lits position with satety to the garrison and public steres. In the per.
formance of this duty, the commandm«r oftieer will exereise a sound discre
tion, bearing in mind, at the same lnm, that his removal must take place
in the presence of an active and watch(ul enemy, ever ready 1o avail him.
self of any want of vigilance on our part.

The new position whiclt may be assumed will be only temporary, and
intended to promote the health of the gamson. Preparations are now
making for an expedition inte the enemy’s country; and, so soomr as they
shall huve heen completed, the regular troops, except a small garrison at
cach post, will concentrate at a pomt hereafter to be designated, ‘Where they
will be joined by 1,200 Tennessee volunteers and the forces of the Te.re
tory. It is expected that the expedition will be ready to move early in
August. From a report of the strength of the garrison at Fort Drane, it
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appears that there are butone captain and six licutenauts present, while there
are four captains and sixtcen lieutenants ahsent : four of the officers present
are o the sick report, leaving but three to perform the arduous and respoir-
sible duties of the post.  If any of the officers belonging to the post and
in the Territory, and the services in which they are e gaged can be dis.
pensed with, they will be ordered to join their respective commands withont
defay, If they are abroad, the comunanding officer is requested to state
whether they are on furlongh or speecial dnty. that the proper measures
may be taken to secure their attendance. If the services of Lieutenant
Clark, the assistant quartermaster at Fort Drane, can be dispensed with,
the commanding officer will order him to Black creek, to take charge of the

public property at that place.
R, K. CALL,

Commander-in-chief of the troops in I'lorida.

Ganuy’s Ferey, Frorioy, July 22, 1830,

Sin: Farly on yesterday morning 1 despatched an express on the way
to St. Augustine with a commuunication to Major Kirby, from the command-
ing officer at Micanopy, calling on him for two companies of monnted men
to assist in repressing the large Tnudian force with whom the action of the
19th occurred, and to keep open the communication with Fort Drane ; Isup-
pose these two companies are on their march thither.

By a note from Captain Merchant, at Fort Drane, just received, as well as
by another from Micanopy, reccived yesterday, I am admonished of the proba-
bility of an attack on this place: in confiemation of which, a force of some fitty
Indians was, Lam informed, discovered to day within some eizhit miles of this
place, in a southwesterly direction.  Our force is only about cighty men, of
whom *—teen are now absent on a sconéing party. No tidings yet of Captain
Childs’s company, and, considering the prevalence of southerly winds at this
season, and the great distance of the station from which he is ordered, it is,
Lihiuk, doubtful whether he arrives during this manth.

I the present reduced state of the garrisous in this quarter, invested, as
they all are in some sort, by large Indian forces, it is getting to be doubtful
whether the necessary communication can be maintained’; and, assuredly,
a less force than two hundred men (one third mounted) would not, under
existing circumstances, be a sifficient escort Lo the large convoys {rom this
priucipal depot,

[ am, wmost respectfully, your obedient servaut,

JOUN GARDNER,

_ Lreeet Major, conunanding.
His Excellency R. K. CaLr,
Commanding in-chicf, Healquarters, Tullahasser.

‘Psvranasses, Anoust 12, 1836,

Str: T have the honor herewith to enclose you a copy of a letter which I
have just received from Capt. Armstrong, commanding the transport schonner
“ Motto,” together with copies of my correspondence with Commodore Dal-

+ Indistnet,
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las'and Captain Mix, of the United States navy.  From the Ietter of Cap,
Armstrong. we have cvery renson 1o fear that the intercourse is maintuineg
between the hostile” Indians of Florida- anid: the Spanish -fisherwen and .
“1radirs on the coast, and thiit many of the negroes taken {rom our plantershy -
the Indians. have already been carried to the island ¢ Cuba. - This isanev)
which I anticipated, and ol the 26th of May [ addressed a letter to Conimo.
“dore Diillas (a c¢opy of which is herewith sent) requesting that cruisersight
be employed on the coast, to eut off all communication between the Indians -
and Spanish tishenen.  "T'he Corumodore, by a forced construction of ‘my
request, sécms -to- have regarded it as an order, and returned no an.
“swer until after the receipt of my letter of the 251l June, wheu he replied -
1o hoth letters, expressing his ohjections (most unnecessarily) to giving him
‘erders, as this is an authority which I never thonght of assuming; and -
the enclosed copies of my letters, I think, will show how unfounded his ap. .
prehensions were on that subject. - I his reply, the Commodore appears:to be
prerfectly satisfied with' the sufliviency of bis own arrangements to eflect the
ohject I had in view ; lut if the statement of Capt. Armstrong may be relied
‘on, it will appear his plans, so far as they have been execnted, were entirely
unsuccessful. 1 Haveagain to request that two of the revenue. cutters may be .
placed subject to my orders, 1 f{ind it indispensahly necessary to buve ves-:
~sels at my command, to communicate with the different posts on the sea- -
-board ;- aud hitherto 1 have heen unable to. procure them. You will per-
ceive, frons my letter to Commodore Dallas, that [ requested a survey tobe .
made of thecoast and inlets between the Withlacoochie and Tampa Bay;
‘and, from his letter in reply, you will discover that he enclosed me a Jetter
to Captain Mix, of the % Coneord,” then at the latter place, to be sent to him
‘as I might find an opportunity.. I addressed Captain Mix on the suhject, as
vou will pereeive from'a copy of my letter herewith enclosed ;-but before I -
cotild succeed in sendiig " my letter, or that of Commodore - Dallas, the
& Concord,” 1 understood, had sailed from Tampa 1o Pensacola; andTam
not advised. that any survey has 'yet been made.  The importance of the
sarvey ‘will be obvious when you are informed that there ire several inlets
on that part of the ccast, ‘which-are said to extend far into the interior, and
‘which, 1t is believed, will, when properly examined, afford great facilities in:
supplying the army with provisions, when aeting in that quarter. T hope
1o time will- be-lostin placing at least two of the cntters at my disposal:.
thie.« Dexter” is now at Iridiati ey, and should be ordered to remain in the
“neighborhood for the defence of that place. Captain Armstrong informed
~me, verhally, that there are no crnisers between New river and Indian Key,
‘a part of the coast where it is most probable the Indians would have iuter-
course with the Spanish ‘traders. If an intercourse is permitted Letwecn
‘them, all the negroes captured or seduced from our plantations will.find a
‘market on the coast, aud the Indians will be supplied, in return, with what-
ever: they may require. - From the letter of Captain Armstrong, it appears
that “he has reported the sesult-of his cruise to Captain Mix, and it is prob-
able that Commodore Dallas has already ordered vessels to Cape Suble and
New river; but' 1 have cousidered it-my duty to report the circumstances
~ for your information, AR T
‘ ~Lam;sir, very respect{ully, your obedicnt scrvant, ' o
' R U : .+ ROK. CALL:

s ;‘I‘I'OI‘I.VLEWI‘:S Cass, fSécrelary:qf War.
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Documents rveferred to in CGovernor Call's letter of August 12, 1836, ad-
dressed to the Tlon. Lewis Cuss,

Tannanasser, May 20, 1836,
Sir: Itis believed that the Spanish fishermen on the coast of IMlorida
are favorable to the Indians; and it is apprehended that they may, unless
prevented, supply them with ammunition, and transport the stores captured
from our planters to the island of Cubia.  'T'o prevent suchi a traffic, I have
to request that the small cruisers under your command, and the revenue-
entters, may be constantly employed on the coast, with orders to cut ofl all
communications between the Indians and foreivuers.
1 am, sir, very respectfully, your obudient servant,
R. K. CALL.
Commodore ALexanner J. Dannas,
United States Navy.

TaLvanassce, June 25, 1836.

Str: On the 26th of May I made a request of you, in my official capacity,
which appears to have reccived no attention whatever.  Were 1 disposed
to regard etiquette more than duty, T should not trouble you again; but
this [ am not permitted to do, under my instructions from the War De.
partment, even if it were my disposition. 1 have, therefore, to request that
a competent officer and crew may be ordered from the sqnuadron under your
command, to tnake a survey of the coast between Tampa Bay and the mouth
of the Withlaenochic river.  T'his survey will be highly important in the con-
templated expedition against the Indians, many ol whowy, it is believed are,
ou the rivers and inlets on that part of the coast, of which we have so little
knowledge.  "T'he object of the survey is to ascertain the practicability of
ascending those inlets and rivers with boats to carry supplies to the army
intended to operate in that quarter. T'he vessel employed in this service
should be one of light draught, and well supplied with boats capable of
being well fortified.  If a suitable one can be chartered, the quartermaster
will be instructed to pay for it.

Very respectfully, your obedient servaat,
R. K. CALL.

Commodore A. 1. DanLas,

Comnunding West Indic Squadron.

Uxrrep Srtares Fricate CUNSTELLATION,
Pensacola Lay, July 2, 1836.

Srr: Your letter of the 25th ultimo has been duly received, as was
yours of the 26th of May. It is not my inteution to cavil, or in any manner
to place obstacles in the way to a full and perfeet co-operation of the naval
force under my command with any torce that may be engaged with the
Seminole Indians or others.  On the contrary, from the moment 1 first un-
derstood the critical position of Florida, 1 was the first to tender all the ser-
vice within the power of my command, by sending men and officers to
Tampa Bay ; and previously to the receipt of your letter of the 26th May,
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had distributed along the scaboard of Ilorida, and northern eoast of Caba,
the different vessels of the squadron, with directions to examine and pre.
vent any supplies from reaching the Indians, or any property captured by
them talken from the Territory.  All vessels now on the coast have similar
instructions up to the present moment, 1 flatter myself nothing hus bheep
neglected or left undone that could in any way give effect to the military
force in Florida,  "I'ihis explanation of what has been done is given, no
that I feel in the least ealled upon to malke it, but out of courtesy to your
station as Governor of Florida, and the high consideration 1 entertain of
you as a gentleman.  Buclosed is a duplicate of my letter to you of the
13th ultimo, forwarded to you by mail, and which covered oue for Genera)
Clinch.

"The United States steamers American and Major Dade, officered and man.
ned and litted out from the squadron, have proceeded to the Chattahoochee,

The officers commanding these are directed to communicate with you,
General Jesup, and General Clineh.  Another bout will shortly follow the
sane direction, agrecably to instructions fromn the Navy Department.  Should
the neeessity of the continuance on that river be obviated by a termination
of the war on the part of the Creeks, they will be employed on any part of
the coust of Florida where their services may ke most available.  Tinclosed
are copies from letters of Master Commandant Webb and Lient. Doughty,
showing that o partial examination of the mouth of the Amaxnra has heen
mide, and that a cutter was employed cruising in FFebruary and March last
between the Anclote Keys and Charlotte harbor for the purpose ol inter
cepting supplies to the ludians, &e., &ec.

All the vessels belonging to this squadron are now at sea, except this
fricate.

So soon as a snitable one can Le procured, your wish in regard to the
survey of the coast from Tampa to the Amaxura, or Withlacooe' "o will
mect all attention.  Tu the mean time, I will direct the commande, . the
Councord, now at Tampa, to send an expedition with a proper oflicer 1 boals
on that service, aud to report the result to me, and will forward a copy of
that report to you. I enuclose you a letter to that eff et to Captain Mix, to
be forwarded, as no opportunity may occur from this place for a long time,

I must, in conclusion, be permitted to say, that T shall be most happy to
commuuicate, in any way most agreeable to yourself, for the full advance.
ment of the objects of the present campaign, and in every manner tender
you the hearty co operation of the forces at my disposal ; but in your com-
munications 1 beg that your suggestions may have less the character cf an
order than those heretolore received. Any suggestion of yours, how :ver,
will mect with prompt attention from me, provided a compliance with them
does not interfere with duties more important. I am directed to comuuni-
cate with Major General Jesup, the Governor of Florida, and General Clineh,
which has been done ; and from each and every one 1 shall he most happy
to hear and receive any suggestion that may tend to advance the views of
eitlier; but not having been placed under the command of either, and having
« ther duties equally important to attend to, with the force under my direc-
tion, i hope that the etiquette in which I have been found wanting (no
intentionally) may not he lost sight of in any communication that it nay
become necessary to make to me as commanding oflicer of the squadron
acting in the West Indies and Gulf ot Mexico. "F'he orders I have reccived
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shall be liberally, as well as literally, executed ; but I cannot receive orders
from any one but the head of the department, from which all my instructions
are derived, and under whose directions I am, and shall continue to rct.
1 have the honor to be, with much consideration and respect, your
obedient servant,
A. J. DALLAS.
To His Excellency the Goverxor or FLORIDA,
Tallahassee.
A true copy
CHARLES MAPES,
P, M. United Stutes Army.

TarLanasses, July 6, 18306.

Str: T have the honor, herewith, to enclose you a letter from Commo-
dore Dallas to your address, which I have just received. I am ndvised that
it relates to the survey of the coast between Hillsborough Bay and the
mouth of the Withlacoochie. ‘This survey has been ordered at my request,
and is intended to ascertain the security or insecurity of the anchorage at
the mouths of the bays and inlets on that part of the coast, and the practi-
cability of ascending those bays and inlets with barges, for the purpose of
supplying the ariny while operating in that purt of the country. We are
already informed that boats drawing three feet of water can cross the bar
at the entrance of the Withlacoochie, but we are not sufficiently acquainted
with the ancliorage off the mouth of this river. It is expected that an ex-
pedition to the mouth of this river will be ready to move in steamboats from
St. Mark’s by the Lst of Angust, and it is very desirable that the information
sought for may 1+ obtained by that time. I shall endeavor to send a pilot
with this communication, who will attend the boats you may order to make
the survey, and will remain to bring such intelligence as you may please
to communicate on the subject.

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
R. K. CALL.

Commander M. P. Mix,

7, 8. ship Concord, Tampa Ruy.

TaLrauasser, Froripa, August 12, 1836.

Stie: In compliance with your request to give you, in writing, the cir-
cumstances, related to you verbally this morning, which came to my knowl-
edge during a cruise in the United States transport schooner Motto from
Tampa Bay to Florida Key and Cape I'lorida, under an order from Captain
Mix, of the United States ship Concord, I report as follows : Ileft Tampa Bay
on the 7th July, having, in addition te my crew, eighteen men under Lieu-
tenant Leiband Midshipman Stanfey.  Having made a full report to Captain
Mix, [ will only mention a few particnlars—that is, the probability of the In-
dians receiving supplies from the Spaniards.  On arriving at Knight's Key,
Lwas told by Captain Ashby, who resides there, that on the 13th a large
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Spanish sloop had passed throngli Cape Vacis chaunel direct from Cape §.
ble; and as it is out of the route of vessels except for that purpose, she muy
have been to the cape for that purpose.  On arriving at Indian Key, I o
informed by Mr. How, the inspector of the customs, that a large armg
schooner had arrived at the Key for provisions; she was full of men; that,
on going ofl'to board her, they refused to let him come alongside.  "T'he pilo;
of one of the wrecking-vessels, who piloted her from Cape Florida, reported
her full of negroes, apparently not ironed ; and, from the different account
of the captain, who stated that she was a Spanish Guinearan chased by ap
English crniser, and had run ofl to the Florida coast, (but, from her having
new sails and copper, she could not have been from the coast of Africa,)
they must have been Indian negroes taken from New river, as she had
been seen off New river for several days; but, as there was no cutter in
the vicinity, they were unable to detain her or board her. She left Indian
Key and proceeded to sea. 'We left Indian Key on the arrival of the reve.
nue-cutter Dexter for the wreck of the Gil Blas; destroyed her; und, on
our return to Cupe Florida, found the light-house on fire, burnt by the In.
dians; landed and rescued Mr. Thompson, the keeper, from the top of it;
returned to Key West and Tampa Bay; from thence to St. Mark’s; and by
your order, reported to the assistant quartermaster of the United States
army.
Yours, respectfully,
JAMES M. ARMSTRONG,
Master of U. S. transport schooner Motln,

I certify the above to be a true copy.
CHARLES MAPES,
Paymaster United States army.

—m

TAavLLAHASSEE, August 18, 1836.

Sir: In my letter of the 14th instant, I mentioned thatI had reccived no
report of the survey I had requested Commodore Dallas to have made of
the coast between Tampa Bay and the mouth of the Withlacoochie river.
It is proper I should intorm you that, since that time, I have reccived a let.
ter frota the Commodore, accompanied with a chart of the coast, and a re-
port of the officer by whom it was made.

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

R. K. CALL.

Hon. L.ewis Cass,

Necretary of War.

TarLLanAsseg, September 5, 1836.
Sir: I have the honor herewith to enclose a copy of the report of Major
Pierce, of the artillery, giving the result of a very gallant attack made by
him on a party of Indians under the commaund of Powell. The conduct
of Major Pierce, and that of the officers and men under his command, re-
flects on them the highest credit, and merits the respectful consideration of
the Government,
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1 regret exceedingly to be under the* necessity of reporting the death of
Captain Samuel Shauuon, of the Quartermaster’s Departient : he died at
this place yesterday, of bilious fever, after an illness of about ten days.
"The whole army, as well as myself, will sustain a severe loss in the death of
this invaluable officer,

I have to request, sir, that another officer of the Quartermaster’s Depart-
ment, provided with funds to meet the expenses ot the approaching cam-
paign, may be ordered to report to me without delay. "This measure be-
comes the more necessary as the Tennessee volunteers are on their march,
and will be here in ten days.  After resting themselves and horses a short
timeathey will proceed by a rapid march to the enemy’s country.

Yery respectlully, your obedient servant,

R. K. CALL,

Governor of Ilorida.
Hon. SEcRETARY oF WaAnR.

[Referred to in the preceding letier. |

Micanory, dugust 21, 1830.

Sir: 1 have the honor to report to you that Iurrived here yesterday, and,
learning that there were Indians lurking about Fort Drane, ten miles from
this post, I determined to make an expedition against them.  For this pur-
pose, T marched at two o’clock this morning, with 110 men and a piece of
ordnance—fifiy inen commanded by Captain Childs, of the 3d artillery, and
Lieutenant Spulding, of the 2d dragoons ; {ifty men by Lieutenaut J. R. Ir-
win and Lieutenant Herbert, of the 1st artillery. [ arrived at Fort Drane
abont sunrise; attacked the Indians, who proved to be numerous, (say 300
Mickasukie Indians,) conunanded by Powell. Lieutenants Irwin and Her-
bert on the right ; Captain Childsand Lieutenant Spalding on the left; the
artillery in the centre, commanded by Lieutenant Pichell—all attacked them
with great vigor and spirit; drove them three-quarters of a mile into an
extensive hammock. In a hurried passage over the field, counted ten dead.
'This engagement was well conducted by the Indians, who fought with de-
termned bravery for more than an hour. The recesses to which they re-
tired could not be penctrated by our exhausted and inferior force. 1 there-
fore marched the detachment back to Micanopy, leaving no killed and
wounded on the field.  Our loss was one killed and sixteen woundad, viz :

Lieutenant Betis (my adjutant) wounded slightly in the thigh ;

Sergeants Durtin, (C.) 4th artillery; Ayres, (A,) 3d artillery, wounded ;

Corporals McKnight, (C,) 4th artillery ; North, (I,) 3d artiliery ; Denuis,
(A;) 3d artillery, wounded ;

Artificers Shillington, (C,) 4th arillery ; Sinclair, (E,) Ist artillery,
wounded ;

Musician Alexander Hin, (G,) Ist artillery, wounded ;

Privates Shicler, (B,) st artillery ; Tual, (A,) 3d artillery ; Coppiugton,
(©,) 4ih artillery ; Storey, (A,) 3d artillery; Rifloiss, (A,) 3d artillery ; Ben-
uett, (D,) st artillery, wounded —none thought dangerous;

Wagon-master Jackson, severely wounded.

Killed : Sikes, private, (C,) st artillery.
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The oflicers of my command were, Captain Childs, 3d artillery ; Lieu-
tenant Pichell. dih artiliery ) Licutenant J. R Irwin, Ist artillery ; Lieuten-
ant Spalding, 2d dragoons; Lientenant Herbert, Ist artillery; Lientenant
Williun 1L Betts, (adjutantyy Ist artillery 5 Surgeons ‘I'ripler and Berry. -

The officers and men all justiticd 1y most satiguine expectations.

1 deent it due to Captain Childs to state that he contemplated the same
movement previous to wy arrival, and was waiting the arrival of the train
to nceomplish his purpose,

Jackson, a wagon-master, well acquainted with the localities of Fort
Drane, who volunteered hi, services as a guide on the march, and acted as
a soldier m the engagement, was brave and useful,  He received two severe
wounnds, lost a valuable horse, and deserves a liberal reward.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

B. K. PIERCE,
Mujor Artillery.
Licutenaut Colone: Cnraxsg,
St Augrustine,

I certify the above to e a true cop)
CHIARLES MAPES, U. 8. A,

Aid-de camp to Commander-in chicf.

TavLauasses, Seplember 7, 1836.

S | oregret very much to inform vou of the abandonment of Micano-
py, by order of Colonel Crane. I deery the measure as injudicious as it was
unnecessarv.  Micanopy is about seventy-five miles in advance of Ciarey’s
“Ferry, on Black creek, and withiu thiiy or forty miles of the principal In-
dian scttlements, It answered the double purpose of holding the enemy in
chieek, and as a depot for the stores required for the army, when operating
in that quarter.  For some time past, Colonel Crane, in his correspondence,
has frequently alluded to the abandonment of Micanopy as a measure that
tight beconie necessary, and, in reply, I have as often shown my disappro-
hation: of the measure. Not presuming after tais that he would attempt an
abandonment, and hearing of the approach of the "T'ennesseans, I sent an
order to him, by express,dn .:ting him to place as largs a quantity of sup-
plies as possible at that place for the use of the army ; but the day alter the
departure of the express, I received intelligence that the post had been
abandoned.  In consequence of this, the Indians have already advanced as
bigh up the country as Newnansville, and driven off all the stock of the
inhabitants; and but for the timely relief which we may expect from the
I'ennesseans, the whole country wonld be overrun.

The abandonment of Micanopy will greatly retard the operations of the
army, Instead of having & supply of provisions and ammunition within
forty miles of the enemy, at the opening of the campaign, from which the
army might have marched immediately upon the enemy, it will now have
1o draw its resources {from posts one hundred miles in the interior, through
a country completely desolated by the cnemy.  FHad Colonel Crane been an
oflicer of uilitia, 1 should not have hesitated a moment in putting him in
arrest. B us my command of the regular troops is temporary, I have
called on him to report the reasons by which he was induced to adopt this
extraordinary measure, and, wlien received, I shall forward it with my cor-
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regpondence on the subject to you, to be laid before the President of the
United States.
I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
R. K. CALL,
Glovernor and Commander-in-chicf,
Hon. Lewrs Cass,
Secretary of War.

; Tarvanasses, Seplember 18, 1836,
Sir: I have the honor herewith to enclose copies of my last letters to
General Jesup and Coninodore Dallas, which will explain to you tully my
plans for conducting the war against the Seminole Indians. Since the date
of those letters, [ have hiad a personal interview with General Jesup, in
which, with great magnanimity, he declines the command of the army in
Florida, and proposes to serve under my authority as a volunteer. It is
gratifying to me to know that the country will have the benefit of his tal-
ents and experiznce, even though he declines the nominal command of the
army. He will be in Florida by the 25th instant, with the forces under his
comtmand. I shall mareh toanorrow at the heod of the I'ennessee and a
small number ol the Florida volunteers, and hope to meet the enemy be-
fure the st of October,
1 am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
R. K. CALL,
Commanding the Army in Florida.
Hon. Lewis Cass,
Secretary of War.

Copies of the documents referred to in Governor Cull's letter of the 18th
of September, 1836, addressed to the Hon. Lewis Cass.

TALLAHASSEE, Seplember 8, 1836.

GeneraL: I have received your letters of the 21st and 3lst ultimo. I
am highly gratified to learn that you will dispose so promptly of the Creek
nation, aud that, after performing this important duty, you will proceed
to Florida with the regular forces. I regret very much, however, to find
you have declined the command of the army. I assure you, sir, nothing
would afford me greater pleasure than to yield to | ou, as there is no man
in our country for whose capacity in the field I have so much respect as
yours. I hope, however, I shall certainly have the pleasure of seeing you
with the troops, for, whether you are nominally in command or not, your
experience and- your talents will give direction, and, 1 doubt not, success
to our operations against the enemy.

I shali look with great anxiety for the arrival of the Tennesseans and
the friendly Creeks, whose immediate assistance has become the more neces-
sary in consesuence of the abandonment of Micanopy, by order of Colonel
Crane, without my knowledge or approbation. 1 deem the measure as un-
necessary as it was injudicious, and it will be attended with the worst con-
sequences to the frontier, unless I can give it timely relief. This is not the
only evil which will result. Micanopy was the advanced post; it is situa-
ted within 35 or 40 miles of the principal Indian settlements, and 1 had
ordered Colonel Crane to employ the whole wagon train in placing supplies
there for the army, while acting in that guarter. But the day after the
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express sct out with this order, 1 received oflicial information of the aban.
donment.  This will embarrass our nmovements in soine degree, but [
Lope 1 shall be able to remedy the evil,

T'he depots which I propose establishing for the use of the army will Le
at the Suwanee Old-town, on the river of that name, and designated on
the map of Florida as the Old Battle Ground ; another on the Withlacoo-
chie, at tue shoals, about 20 miles from its mouth ; one at Volusia, on the
St Johw’s; wud one at "Tampa Bay.  All of these are accessible by steam-
boats, and from them I propose to estublish others in the interior, at such
points as necessity or convenicnce may dictate, in the progress of the com-
wign.
! lghavc ordered from Charleston 75,000 rations, and 30 days’ allowance
of forage for 2,000 horses. "These supplies will be carried to Jacksouville,
on the St. John's river, where they will await my orders to be carried in
steamboats to Volusia. Much of the provisions I have had brought to St.
Marl’s, to he shipped to Suwanee Old-town, and the Withlacoochie, has
proved to be damaged, and has been condemned. T shall, however, have
100,000 rations of bread at the Old-town in a few days, 20,000 rations of
pork and bacon, and 300 head of heef cattle. I have crdered 50,000 small
rations, and 50,001) rations of pork and bacon, from New Orleans, which
will arrive during the present month. 'T'he distance from the Suwanee
Old-town, by land, to the depot which will be established on the Withla-
coochie, is about 40) miles, and by water about 70 miles. I have not yet
been enabled to raise a sufficient force to advance and establish a depot at
the Withlacoochie; but, from either St. Mark’s or Suwance Old-town, sup-
plies can be carried with great facility whenever we have a force ready to
receive and protect them at that place. I have as vet ordered no supplies to
Tampa Bay, because the plan which I have intended to pursue would not
require them to be there for some time, and they can be received from New
Orleans in a few weeks, when wauted. The depots at Volusia and on the
Withlacoochie will not be more than 50 or 60 miles from each other. The
course of the Withlacoochie, and the principal Indian settlemnents, are be-
tween them. In this part of the country, the army will meet with the
greatest resistance, and be longest employed. But we shall be at no time,
perhaps, more than 25 or 30 miles from one or the other-of onr principal
depots, and we can estahiish others whenever required. With regard to
transportation, I had intended to use nothing but pack-horses, when in
pursuit of the enemy. There is a train of abont 40 wagons attached to
the regular force at Garey’s Ferry, which I have thought would be suili-
cient to transporc supplies to the posts which we may establish in the inte-
rior. I have not yet been enabled to purchase the number of pack-horses
which will be required ; but I hope, with those which I learn you will send
with the Tennesseans, we shall have enough. There are about 120 good
horses and mules at Tampa Bay, but they will be of no service until the
army penetrates to that neighborhood. With regard to the mode of oper-
ations, I propose, on the arrival of the Tennesseans and the friendly Indians,
to march immediately to the Suwanee Old-town, then to cross the river,
and, by a forced march, endeavor to surprise the enemy in the principal
settlements, which are not more than 50 miles distant from that place. 'I'he
approach from this point will be entirely unexpected ; and, aided by good
guides, whith I shall have in readiness, there is every prospect in succeed-
ing in capturing the women and children, and bringing the warriors to bat-
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tle.  While T am conducting this enterprise with the horsemen and friendly
Indians, the infantry, should they be 1 suflicient force, will proceed in
steamnboats to the mouth of the Withlacoochie, which they will ascend in
barges and such of the steamboats as can navigate the stream, and estab-
lish a depot at the foot of the shoals, Three large barges (all that could
be procured) will be in readiness for this service. They will carry a large
quautity of’ supplies and several hundred men at each trip, and, as the dis-
tauce by the river will not exceed 20 miles, the depot can soon be estab-
lished.  The mounted force and friendly Indians, after routing the eneny
in their settlenients, can either retire on Volusia, the Suwanee Old-tos
or thie depot on the Withlacoochie, for supplies. After this, I propose »
coucentrate the foot and horsemen, to place an equal namber on each siu
of the Withlacoochie, and to examine every hiding-place on both banks, untii
the enemy is completely subdued or routed in that quarter. Having ac-
cowplished this, it will be necessary to turn our attention to the south, as
it is known that a number of Indians (supposed to be two or three hundred)
are located in the neighborhood of Tampa Bay ; and there are others south
of that, in the ueighborhood of Charlotte’s harbor. The distance from the -
principal Indian scttlements on the Withlacoochie, to "'I'ampa Bay, is near
10U miiles; the intermediate country, for the most part, is an open pine
barren, in which there are no settlements, and where it is not probable the
Iudians will be found in force. The army should not be exhausted by
a march across that district, until the enemy has been perfectly routed
and subdued along from the Atlantic to the Gulf of Mexico. I doubt not,
General, that the conquest of the enemy will be greatly fucilitated by ivid-
ing the army—one division of which to act on the Withlacoochie, a..d the
other in the country ncar Tampa Bay and Charlotte’s harbor. [ would,
therefore, respectfully suggest that you should proceed to Tampa Bay with
the regular forces under your command, and the Washington and Alabama
volunteers, with a part of the friendly Indians. 1f the Alabama volunteers
are mounted, it will be necessary for them to go by land; but they could
in a few days, with a part of the friendly Indians, form a junction with
you. Should you approve of this plan, General, your forces might embark
at Mobile, St. Josepl'’s, or St. Mark’s. The steamboat * Watchman,” now
rutning from Pensacola to New Orleans, can be purchased for $40,000, or
chartered for §$450 per day. She is a fine sea-boat, and well calculated for
the scrvice. 'I'he boats sent me from your army are very inferior, and
cousidered dangerous even on a straight coasting voyage. The « Watch-
man” would be serviceable in carrying troops and supplies from Tampa
Bay to Charlotte’s, or any other point on the coast where they might be
required, If you think favorably of this plax, General, you will please
order Major Clark to ship to Tampa Bay such a supply of provisions and
forage as you may require. At the close of the campaign a large quantity
of provisions will be necessary, as the Indians will have to be shipped from
that place. At'l'ampa Bay you will be able to procure guides from the
friendly Indians permitted by General Scott to remain there, under the claim
of being American seamen. How far they are entitled to this character,
yeu will be the better judge when you have seen them. I have hio doubt
they have constant intercourse with the hostile party, with whom they. ap-
pear to preserve a neutrality. Through them you might communicate with
Abrahain and Jumper, and they may lead to their capture or surrender. I
have yet formed no spy companies, nor have I any suitable materials for
that service.
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T'he country south of Charlotte’s harbor is so completely intersected with
bayous and lngoons that it can only be penetrated in boats; and as Commo-
dore Dallus has orders to co.operate with me in conducting the war, 1 shall
request him to employ a body of scamen and marines in that service. By
this means, [ hope to cut ofl such portions of the enemy as may find their
way to the everglades,  One of the first measures 1 adopted, on entering
upon the duties of my present station, was to request Commodore Dallas to
guard the coast with cruisers in such a manner as to prevent all intercourse
between the Iudians and foreign traders. I have reason to fear, however,
that my request has been very inperfectly complied with, I have since ad-
dressed the Secretary of War on the subject, who, instead of acting with
the promptiess and energy which the importance of the case required, re-
fers e back again to Commodore Dallas, and suggests that 1 may employ
onc of the crazy steamboats of the Government on this service, while the
whole West India squadron is lying at anchor in the bay of Pensacola.

I am, dear General, very respectiully, your obedient servant,
R. K. CALIL,
Governor ad Commander-in-chief.
Major General Tros. S. Jesup,
Commanding army of the South.

TarLauassEEg, Seplember 14, 1836,

Sir: I amadvised by the War Department that you have been ordered
by the proper authority to co-operate with me in conducting the war against
the Seminole Indians. The brigade of T'ennessee volunteers, and the troops
from Middle and West Florida, will march from this place on the 19th, and
the campaign will open on the 25th instant, in the northern part of the ene-
my’s country. It is expected that another division of the army will be in
operation in that part of the nation emoracing the bay of Tampa and Char»
lotte's harbor, in a few weeks, As faras the army can march to the south,
the country will be traversed ; and it is hoped the enemy will be routed or
destroyed.” But there is a district, commencing a short distance south of
Cape Carnaveral on the eastern, and Charlotte’s harber on the western
margin of the peninsula, which can only be penetrated in boats. 'I'he
water on the everglades, so far as 1 have been able to collect information,
varies from two to six feet in depth. Within this region it is represented
there are many islands, to which the Indians resort in canoes, and on some
of which they have permanent settlements. It is reported to me that there
are two or three hundred of them assembled on New river, and on the
keys along the coast. The number may be exaggerated ; but the burning
of the light-house at Cape Florida, and other recent discoveries, render it
certain that the enemy is to be found in that quarter in some force. 1
would respectfally suggest that the most effective co-operation you can give
to the land forces in the prosecution of the war will be, by sending an ex-
pedition in boats to act in that part of the peninsula. The very limited iu-
formation 1 possess on the subject does not enable me to suggest the kind
of boats which may be required for this service. It is most probable, how-
ever, that those of the lightest draught would be best adapted, though many
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of the bayous and inlets are said to be deep enough to receive boats of the
largest size. 1 have no information which will enable me to suguest the
number of men and boats which shoulil be employed in this service. On
this subject, as well as the time when the expedition might proceed with
safety, vour own intelligence and that of the naval officers will best deter-
mine. The region to be explored being almost entirely unknown, many
unforeseen ovstacles may be anticipated in the progress of ihe expedition.
At Key West and Indian Key the best guides can be obtained to lead to the
present location of the Iudians.

I an, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

R. K. CALL,
Governor of Florida.
Commodore Arnexanprr J. DarLas,
Commanding the West India squadron, Pensacola.

Heapauarters, SAN PEbro,
September 22, 18306,

My pEAr Gexeran: I arrived here this morning with the 'Tennessee
brigade. I expect to arrive at the old battle-ground on the Suwauee [on
the 24th.]

i shall'be joined there by a small number of Florida volunteers, and shall
march immediately in pursuit of the enemny. I hope to surprise them; but
1 am apprehiensive that they have heard of the approach of the Tennesse-
ans through the Creeks that have passed dowu to unite with them. This
opition is supported by the fuct, that, within the last ten days, the Indians
have disappeared along the whole line of froutier. I hope, however, we
shall find them before the Hth doy of October, and have no doubt we
shall give a good account of them, "There is but little sickness among the
Tennesseans they are in fine spirits, and will do honor to the State.

I cuclose you a copy of a letter from Major Pierce of the artillery, which,
1 regret to say, presents a most unfavorable account of the situation of the
regnlar troops. 'The absence of officers from their posts is a serious evil,
and one of which I complained to the Secretary of War imiediately after
assuming command of the army in Florida. Soon after, I received a letter
from the Adjutant General of the United States army, in which he says
the complaint is universal, and that he has done every thing in his power
to produce a remedy of the evil; but that the Secretary of War considers
the superintending of railroads and other public works, in which many of’
the officers are engaged, as paramount duties, and that those officers can-
not be ordered to join their respective corps. 1 assure you, sir, that if
officers are not compelled to join their commands in Florida, the regular
force will be of little service to me. Major Pierce reports to me that there
is no ardnance officer either at Charleston -or Savannah, and we have none
in the Territory. The ordnance stores sent me from the different arsenals.
reflect no credit on that department. Many of the musket cartridges are
made with cannon powder and a single ball, and it frequently occurs that.
they are damaged, and entirely unfit for service. .

1 am, dear General, very sincerely yours,
R. K. CALL.

General Jackson,
President of the United Slales.
6
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HianauarTERS, SAN Prbro,
Neptember 22, 1836.

Sin: T am thus far on my march, and expeet to arrive at Suwanee
Old-town the day after to-morrow,

I met at this place an express from the cast, bringing me letters from
Major Pierce of the artillery, copies of which are enclosed, and to which I
must beg your carnest attention, The want of officers to performn duty
with their respective corps is an evil most seriously experienced in Florida,
1 had the honor to Lring this subject to your attention at an early day after
I assumed command of the army in Florida, and had hoped ere this that
cevery oflicer would have been at his post.  But you will perceive, from the
report of Major Pierce, how much the service must sufler by the absence
of so many oflicers.

I hope, sir, that the most prompt measures will be adopted to compel
every officer to repair to his post without delay.

I have the honor to be, very respectiully, your obedient, humble servaat,

R. K. CALL,
Commanding the army in I'loyida.
Hon. Liwis Cass,
Secretary of War.

Copy of document referred to in General Call's letter of 22d September,
1836.

HeapauarTers, ForT HiEiLEmaN,
Garey's Ferry, September 13, 1830,
Sir: I cannot permit the express to leave this, without stating to you
the miscrable, deplorable situation of the regular troops in this Territory,
as regards their efficient action in the field, ~ There are eleven companies
of artillery, the whole presenting a fighting force of only 110 men, and,
when we are entitled to fifty-five officers, we have only six for company
duty. Mow can in be expected that companies of troops can he kept up
for eflicient action without officers? Where are the company officers of
the army? Where are the officers directed in “ orders No. 43, from
headquarters of the army, to join their commands? none of whom have
abeyed the order. 'There are eight compunies here without an oflicer for
duty. Still the army is full of officers, and we have, I am informed, filty
extra officers frommn West Point, for whowm there is no room in the army.
If ever there was a time, and a service, where and when our officers were
required with their companies, it is now and here. T'here is no ordnance
oflicer here, no officer of the Subsistence Department, not a single quarter-
master, and but one assistant quartermaster. 1 earnestly reqnest you to
have the proper quota of officers ordered here, and the proper staff officers,
to performn their appropriate duties.
I am, sir, with great respect, your obedient servant,
. B. K. PIERCE,
Major commanding.
General CaLr,
Commanding in chief.
A true copy : THOMAS RANDALL,
Adjutant General of the Florida army.



83 [ 278 ]
Jdocument referred (o in General Call's letter of 22d September, 1830.

HeapauarTers, Fort HeErLEman,
Garey's Ierry, September 13, 1836.

Str: I have the honor to acknowledze the receipt of your two commu-
nications of the 6th instant. 1 am gratified at the cxpression of your appro-
hation of my conduct, and that of the officers under my command, in the
battle of Fort Drane. I e¢nclose a copy of my detailed report to Colonel
Crane. ‘

I had already anticipated your wishes in supplying Newnansville. 1
repaired to the place, in person, on the 5th instant, and supplied Colonel
Warren with every thing he required—a reinforcement of regular troops,
ten thousand muskets, cartridges, one howitzer, with one hundred and fifty
rounds of fixed ammunition, and seven four-horse wagons, horses, and har-
ness, and two months’ provisions for his whole command and the distressed
inhabitants. I send, to-morrow, a train of five wagons, with fifteen hundred
ratious and other property, to Newnansville, for the use of the troops at
Fort Mills, ten miles above Newnansville.

I fear that no provisions corresponding with yonr intended movement
have been made here. 1 have ordered my quartermaster at this place to
send immediately to Charleston or Savannah, or both places, and procure
one hundred horses and saddles, fifty new wagous, (most of those here being
out of repair,) aud 7,500 bushels of corn and oats; and my commissary of
subsistence to procure, without delay, additional provisions for two thonusand
troops fur two months. 1 hope, by the time these supplies shall have ar-
rived, that I may hear from you again, giving me the data from which [
can male the necessary requisitions, and procure such supplies as you require
liere. In the mean time, I shall keep our boats, the # John Stoney” and the
“ Essayons,” actively employed in procuring such supplies of provisions as I
think are necessary to prepare the troops for the field, and to supply the
inhabitants, who amount to six or eight hundred. I have endeavored to
make them as comfortable as possible, by ordering the issue of salt beef, rice,
&ec., and the assistant surgeon to attend upon their familes every morning.
I enclose a memorandum, by which you will be able, at a glance, to see
every thing, personal and material, of which you can avail yourself at this
place.

I do not know what force Colonel Crane will send from St. Augustine.
So soon as the troops from that place arrive, I will send you a report of my
exact strength.

I am, sir, with great respect, yonr most obedient servant,

_ B. K. PIERCE, Mujor commanding.

P. S.—I have also ordered one hundred pack-saddles.
B. K. P.
General R. K. Cary, Commanding in chief.
A true copy:
THOMAS RANDALL,
Adjutant and Inspector General of the army in Florida.
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Heanauarrers, Cuartks FeErry,
Nwweance LRiver, Neptember 23, 1856,

Sii: [ have the honor to enclose herewith a copy of the ofticial repor:
of Colonel John Wairen, commanding the EFast Florida troops, of a very
spinted and gallant attack made by hitn on a large party of the enemy on
the I8t stant,

"Uhe conduct of Colonel Warren, and the officers and men under his
connnand, entitles them to the attention and highest coufidence of the Gov-
crnment.

I have the honor to be, respeetfully, sir, your most obedient servant,

R. K. CALIL,
Commanding Army in Florida.
Hon. Lwis Cass,
SNecretary of War.,

——

Report of Colonel Warren, referred to in Governor Cull's letter of Sep-
tember 23, 1830.

HeapauarTeRrs, 20 Minrrary Disticr, E. Frorina,
Fort Gilleland, September 18, 1836,

Sir: Yesterday morning, the 17th instant, a puarty of from one to two
hundred Indians came within a mile of this post, on the Picolata road, and
captured a cart belonging to John Staudly. Three white men und two ne-
groes were fired on by a part of this body—fortunately without effcet. The
cart was set on fire. 1 immediately sallied out with thirty men to recon-
noitre, while the troops were preparing to inake a general sortie; a very
heavy rain which came up at this time answered the double purpose of ex-
tinguishing the fire and rendering our arms useless. The cart with a load
of corn was saved and brought in. I pursued on the trail some distance,
and found that they had gone towards Colonel Sanchez’s plantation ; it be-
ing now nearly dark, and the rain still coutinuing, it was concluded to re-
turn and make an attack on them in the morning.

At one oclock this morning, four men of tried valor were sent ont to
reconnoitre around the San Velusco hammock and the plantation of Colo-
nel Sanchez; they returned at four o'clock, having made no discovery.
Being satisfied that they were there, I resolved to go out; accordingly, at
six o’clock I marched out with one hundred mounted men, being de-
tachments from Captains Walker, Ward, and Garrison’s eompanies, with
twenty-five gentlemen under Captain Beekman, (having formerly belonged
to his company, and volunteered their services for this special service,) Cap-
tain D. D. Tompkins, of company B, 1st regiment United States artiilery,
with a twenty-four-pound howitzer and twenty five of his men. 'This com-
mand was arranged in three lines, as follows: Captain Walker, with his
company, and Lieutenant Braten, in command of the detachment from
Caprain Garrison’s company, formed the right wing under my personal
command ; Captain PobpWiig with his command, formed the centre ; and
the volunteers under\CuplaitvBeekman, with Captain Ward’s company,
formed the left wing under Lieutenant Colonel Mills, On arriving within
three-quarters of a mile or the hammock, the spies reported Indians in
front; they immediately opened a sharp fire on the right wing and centre.
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The Indians on the left, in considerable force, made an attempt to turn that
flank, but were charged with spirit and success by Licutenant Colonel
Mills’s comuand, and driven into a thick-wooded oak serub; then, dis-
mounting and charging on them, drove them through this into the border
of the h.unmocl\, where the .ullllmy played on them with considerable ef-
fect.  After this, they retired to the right, and atteinpted to turn that wing;
but were chamd with success by (prhuu Walker and Lieutenant Bruten’s
command, and again driven within range of the artillery, which opened on
them with great effect.  The y made several desperate attempts to maintain
their position, and charged twice on the artillery, but were driven ofl at all
points, aud pursued for a wile and a half into a dense hammock, where
they could not be pursued to advantage. The command advanced and
took a position, and remained on it for two hours and a half, then returned
in the same order of the advance, without sceing or he.nm(r any thing
more of them. 'I'ne action lasted one hour and a half* one hour of which
the firing was heavy on the whole line. From the ground which they oc-
cupied, their force is estimated at least at three hundred men. Several In-
dians were distinetly seen to fall hefore the fire of the artillery, particularly
on the left; several persons report that they saw a mounted Indian (a chicef,
from his appf’.mn(r to he giving orders) fall belore the fire of the amllury
Adjutant Gilleland reports that he saw a larze fellow mounted in front of
the right, and, from a recollection of his person, thinks it was Jumper; he
ordered a [’)ldtOOll fired at him, and several persons assert that he fell.
I'roin the mauy traces of blood discovered in passing over the ground after
the cuemy were routed, a great number must have been killed and wound-
ed. We also discovered where they had killed five beeves and seven
liogs, snine of which were lefi by them, in their hurry, in the situation in
which they were shot down. Lieutenant Colonel Mills sustained, in this
action, the reputation he had previously acqnired for bravery, coolness, and
wdrrmeut I beg leave to recommend him to your exeellency’s notice for
his gnod conduet in this action, as well as the important services rendered
by him since stationed at this post.  Captains Beckman, Walker, and Ward,
and Lientenants Bruten and Hindly, behaved with great l)mvmv Lieu-
tenant Braten had his horse killed under him. Ad)umnl Gilleland particu.
larly distinguished himself by his bravery and exertions on the right wing.
Piivate Weyman, 3 company, ist artitlery, stationed at the howitzer, was
severely wounded at the first fire, but refused to retire from his post untl
four rounds were fired, when he was compelled to retire from loss of blood.
In tact, the whole conunand behaved well,

Below is a report of wounded. 1 regret to state that private Jerry Bue-
nett is pronounced mortally wonnded ; the olhers appear to be i a fuir way
to recover. ) should do injustice were I to close this report without men-
tioning, in terms of approbation, the prompt attention of Doctors Pelot and
Turtelot to the wounded men : they promptly attended, during the actiou,
40 uxl.

I have the honor to be, respectfully. &ec.,
JOHN WARREN,
Colonel, commanding 2d M. D., E. I
His Lixcellency R. K. Cavr,
Glovernor, commanding in chief.
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Return of wounded in the action of Nan Velasco, on the 18th Septem-
ber, 1836.

B company, 1st artillery—DPrivate Weyman.
Florida militin-—Sergeant Rowell, privates Pawals, Jerry Burnett (twice, )
Jas, Greger, Samuel Russell, Jesse Long.
Ouc horse killed, and five wounded. '
L. GILLELAND, Adjutant.

Heapavarrers, Forr Drane, Octoler 10, 1836.

Spie: My letter of the 15th ultimo [from Tallubassce] informed you of
my march from that place.

On the 1st inst., when within twelve miles of this place, we surprised a
small party of Indians, four of whom we killed, but the others escaped on
horseback ; and although we made a forced march, with the hope of sur-
prising the camp at this place, the alarm was communicated, and on our
arrival we found that the Indians (supposed to be three hundred in number)
had fled with great precipitation, leaving a large number of cattle in peus, and
abandoning all their cooking utensils, and other articles.  But for this cir-
camstance, we should have surprised, and perbaps destroyed, Powdll and
his band.

T'he country has now been completely scouted, and relieved from the
enemy, as far south as the Withlacoochie.

Major Pierce, to whose active exertions I am greatly indebted, united
with me last night with a feree of 200 regulars, and bringing seven days’
rations for the whole artny ; with this, we shall march to-duy for the With-
lacoochie.  Our foree will be about 1,350. We Lope soon to mect the ene-
my. So far, our advanced parties have killed eleven Indians, without less
on our part,

With cur present supply of provisicns, we hope to be able te encounter
the enemy n his stronghold on the Withlacoochie; afier which, our depots
on the Volusia, and at the mouth of the same river, will afford us the means
of replenishing our supplics.

[ have the Lonor to be, very respectfully, sir, your ebedient servaut,

R. K. CALL,
Commanding army of Ilorida.
T'he Hon, the SEcRETARY 0F WaAR.

Heapavarrrrs, Forr Drang, October 19, 1830.

Sir: I had the honor, on the 10th inst., to inform you of my contem-
Plated niarcl to the Withlacoochie.

On the evening before my arrival, Colonel Randall, the adjutant avd in-
spector general, was ordered, with. Major Upshan, of the "Tennessce brigade,
to advance with the spies under eommand of Captains Lauderdale and Wil-
son, and the front guard under command of Colonel T'rousdale, and sclect
an encatupment about four miles from the river. In the performance of
this duty, they surprised a party of the enemy, killed ten warriors, and cap-
tured cleven wonen and children.  But five of the warriors escaped, and
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several of them were traced for some distance by the blood. We learned
from the prisoners that the stronghold of the enemy was immediately on
the opposite side of the river, aud not more thaun four miles distant ; and
that one of the principal negro-towns was about three miles distant, situated
between the Withlucoochie and a streum flowing into it from a large luke.
The next morning I atterpted to cross the river, but found it swollen by
the heavy rains, and out of its banks. 'T'he enemy was in possession of the
opposite side, and gave us a volley as soon as we appeared, but without
effect.  'I'wo hundred good horsemen, under the command of Major Gor-
don, were ordered to dismount and take the bank of the river; this was
done with great gallantry by all the officers and men engaged, and a par-
tial fire ensued, which continued for some time, when, ascertaining the im-
practicability of swimmn:ing our horses, under the f{ire of the enemy, where
the river was pear two hundred yards wide, T caused the detachment to
retire,  In this fire Major Gordon was slightly wounded in the breast, and
two of the privates were wounded, but not dangerously. 'I'he loss of the
enemy was not ascertained, but supposed to be much greater than ours.
On the same day, Licutenant Colonel Gill, of the T'ennessce brivade, was
despatched to attack the negro-town, above deseribed. e was met at the
streamn, w -ich constitutes the principal barrier of deferce, by a body of ne-
groes and Indians, who disputed his passage with great obstinacy for one
hour and a half, when the encmy was driven from his position, as it is be-
lieved, with considerable loss; several were seen to fall, aud one iu particu-
lar, who was seen to fall from a tree. Qur loss was three killed—our
faithful Indian guide Billy, and privates McKinley and Daniel H. West, of
the Tennessee brigade, and eight wounded ; but, [ am happy to say, none
of them dungerously. )

T'he stock of our provisions being nearly exhausted, we were compelled,
the next day, to march to our supplies, having every confidence that the
depot at the mouth of the Withlacoochie had been established, from which
we were not more than thirty miles distant.  We marched to that place for
relief, but we were unable to penetrate the country to the mouth of the
river ; and on our arrival at the lowest practicable point, not hearing any
thing of the party ordered to establish the depot, I was compelled, most
reluctantly, to full back on this place. But for this disappointment, I am
confident the war might have been closed in ten days.  As I had expected,
Colonel Lai.¢’s regiment was operating near me on the river, and has this
morning united with me. On his arrival at Tampa Bay, he had a skir-
mish with the enemy within a few miles of the fort, in which he defeated
and drove them at all points.  The loss of the enemy was not ascertained ;
that of Colouel Lane was two regular soldiers wounded. On his march
to the Withilacoochie, he again enconntered the enemy in the lakes and
swamps of the river. [Iu his approach, the men were sometimes up to the
shounlders in water, and were compelled to carry the ammuuition ou their
bayonets. ’

With all these disadvantages he continued to advance, and routed the
enemy fromn his stroug position.  On this occasion he had one of his war-
riors wonnded ; what effect was produced on the enemy was not ascer-
tained, as they fled as soon as the barrier was passed. [ have ordered the
mounted men to full back on Black creck, to forage the horses, which have
heen without grain for more than twenty days. I shall remain here with
Colonel Lanc's command ; and while our horses are recruiting, will have a
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large quantity of provisions despatchied here, and rom this shall advance a
post within caunon-shot of the enemy, on the Withlacoochie. This is a
pluce of great strength, from the natural burrier it presents to every ap-
proach, and where, 1 learn frow the prisoners, the women and children were
concealed daring the last winter and spring. 1 have despatehed an ofheer
to ascertain the situation of the depot at the mouth of the Withlacooctie, to
enable e to open a communication by land or water, T hope in ten days
to be able to take the field agueiy, aud that the war will be closed in u short
time,

I Lave the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedicut servant,

l{. K. (};‘\lllx,
General, commanding the army of Florida.
Hon. Lirwis Cass,
Seeretary of War, Washington,

Heapvauvarrers, Forr Draxeg,
Oclober 22, 1830.

Sir: | have the honor herewith to enclose a copy of the official report
of Licutenant Colonel Brown, of the Creck volunteers, giving an account
of the march of that regiment from Tampa Bay to this place, where they
united with me on the 19ih instant,

Witli the most poiuful regret, 1 have to inform you that, within a very
few heours after the arrival of this regiment, its gallant commander, Colonel
Lane, in a paroxysm of insanity produced by a fever of the brain, ocea-
sioned by excessive fatigne and anxicty on the march, committed snicide
by introducing the poiut of his sword above ihe right eye, and foreing it
almost througl his head.

By this melancholy oceurrence, the army bas been deprived of ouie of its
most valuable and etlicient oflicers, and the country has sustained a severe
loss. T am happy, however, to add, that, though he was highly csteemed
by the troops uuder his counnaud, they have Lecome reconciled to his loss,
and evince every disposition to prosecute the war with vigor and zeal, under
any other otlicer who may be desiznated to conmand them.

1 have the honor to be, respectfully, sir, your obedient servant,

R, K. CALL,
General, commanding the army of Florida.
Ifon. Lewis Cass,
Necretary of War.

Document v¢ferred to in CGlovernor Cull’s letter of Octobr 22, 1836, ad-
dressed to the Secretury of War.

Forr Drawng, October 22, 1836.
Goverxor : 'The melancholy event which occurred here on the 19th
causes the duty io devolve on me of reporting to you the movements of the
Creek regiment of volunteers, siuce its departure from ‘Inmpa Bay.  We
lett our camp near Fort Brooke, and crossed the Hillsborough river on Mon-
day the 10th instant, and encamped about one mile from the fort. On



89 [278 ]

Tuesday we marched 18, on Wednesday 19, and on Thursday 20 miles,
without any thing of interest having occurred.  On Friday, the 1dth, we
started at seven o'clock, wnd, having marched three or four miles, one of
our scouts reported o hostile Indian on our right flank ; immediate pursuit
ensucd ; but, being mounted, he evaded us. On arriving at ihe place where
he disappeared, we discovered, as far as the eye could reach, extensive lakes,
on which were many and heavily timbered islauds, connected together in
some iustances by 2xtensive marshes containing a heavy growth of grass,
Our Indiaus having reported a fresh trail, and that a village was seen in
the vicinity, Colonel Lane called a halt, and made preparations for a scout.
We accordingly left our horses and baggage, and struck oft in a northeast
direction ; we soon found a sinall deserted village.  Proceeding on-vard to-
wards the souti, we passed over some fine hammocks, and came to a ford
of some two hundred yards : our troops crossed it, partly by swimming and
partly by wading, carrying their ammunition on the points of their bayonets,
Having reached the opposite side, we found extensive cornfields, and a few
cattle and ponies ; here was also a small village. Parsuing the trail, we
came to an extensive marsh, a mile at least in length ; our Indians leading
the way, we plunged in.  The mud and water being from four to six feet
deep, our horses soon became exhausted, and all very soon had to be abun-
doned. We then pursued our course on foot, the water at times up to our
necks, and hottom so soft as to make it almost impossible to keep our heads
above water; we at length safely attained the shore, having passed a i-rd
such as has seldom or never been attempted by white troops. We found our-
selves on a beautiful fertile island, of several miles in extent, with a trail
running south, which we parsued about a mile, and arrived at an extensive
village, which had evidently been but recently abaudoned : here we found
corn, cattle, hogs, many domestic utensils, and several scalps of white men.
Puarsning our course more westerly for half a mile, we came to another
large villuge, where we found the same : I presume the two villages must
have coutained about 150 lodges. From there we followed the truil about
half a mile to a small declivity, at the bottom of which was a small pond,
and on the side of which was a low scrub which extended to the Jeft abont
half a mile, and on the right of which was a thick hammock : our van was
here saluted by the enemy, which was promptly retarned.  We immediately
pushed on, aud a smart skirmish of a half hour’s duration ensued, when
the enemy gave way and retired into the hammock, the scrub being so very
thick as to be impenetrable. We pursued for a mile or more, both parties
keeping up a running fight, when we came to an extensive open ficid.
We pursued to the opposite side of this, whet: the enciny scatter- ' ano-
ther thick hamwmock, and we gave up the pursuit; having, in the whole
skirmish, had but one man wounded. It is but an act of justice to say that
every man did his duty ; and, if I have any blame to find with the otlicers
of the regiment, it is for their too great eagerness to push forward and get
in immediate contact with the enemy.

The loss of the enemy could not be ascertained, nor the number engaged,
in consequence of the well known fact, that they immediately carry their
killed and wounded off the field, and that the scrub in which the principal
skirmish took place was so very thick that but few could be seen at a tie.
I should say, howuver, that there were 30 or 40 of them, and several were
doubtless killed and wounded, from the heavy fire poured into the scrub.
On our return, our Indians kitled some 100 caitle, and probably as many
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hogs, and drove to camp about 200 more of the former. We returned by
another trail in a northwest direction, and, having swam about 100 yards to
the main land, reached camp about sunset.  Our Indians during the night
brought in more cattle, so that we had in all about 400 head.  We marched
the next day about 12 miles, having passed on our right a continued suc-
cession of extensive lakes and swamps,  On Sunday, the 16th, we reached
the Withlacoochie, about 10 o’clock, and made immnediate preparations for
crossing, which we performed by 8 o'clock in the evening, by meaus of a
small canoe and some very small rafts made by the Indians. We encamp.
ed for the night just without the walls of Fort Tzard ; the next morning, pur-
suing our narch, we struck a large trail leading to the southwest—this we
followed for seven miles, aud encamped.  During the evening your detach-
ment arrived.  T'he next moring took up aur line of march for this place,
and marched 22 miles and encamped, aud arrived here the next morning at
hall past ¥ o'clock. .
I have the honor to be, respectfully, vour most obedient servant,
HARVEY BROWNE,
Licwt. Col. commanding Creel: volunteers.
His Lixcetlency R. K. Cavr,
Comanander-in-chief.

Heapavarters, Fort Drang, October 29, 1836.

Sti: 1 have the honor to cuclose to you two general orders, providing
for the appointment of the officers of the regiment of Creek volunteers, sub-
Ject, however, to your approval.

Those announced in the order of the 28th instant had previously, with
one exception, received the sanction of Colonel Lane and General Jesup,
and were only confirmed by me, but with entire approbation.

Those announced in the order of the 29th are oflicers of well known and
approved merit. | feel the utmost confidence that they will all 4o justice to
the trust reposed in them, and respectfully recommend them all to your
favorable consideration and approval.

I shall soon have the honor to write to you more fully of my movements,
which shall be rapid and eonsecutive, from this point.

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, sir, your obedient servant,

R. K. CALL,
Commanding army of Florida.
The Presipent of the United States, Washington.

Heanavarters, Fort DraNE, November 10, 1836.

Sir: The army will move this-day in force, in pursuit of the enemy on
the Withlacoochie. From the best information’ received, I have reason to
believe that he will await our approach, and once again dispute the passage
of the river.

With the supplies now collected, and with the force under my command,
there can be no doubt of his speedy overthrow and dispersion ; and, aided
as 1 shall be by a large Indian ferce of Creek volunteers, his escape without
great loss is almost imnpossible. It is only to be feared that he may have
taken alarm at our preparations, and, by dispersing, render his defeat a task
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of greater time and labor. I incline, however, to the belief that his former
success on the Withlacoochie, and the natural strength of the position, will
induce him to risk another combat on that ground.

General Read has already penetrated in a steamboat 12 miles above Fort
Clinch, (formerly Camp Graham, at a point abont 20 miles from the mouth
of the river,) and is now fitting out a similar expedition, in the confident ex-
pectation of reaching a point opposite to the Cove, and where the army will
be operating.

From General Jesup I have no later advices than to the 23d ultimo, when
he was preparing to transport the marines and Alabama volunteers to
Tampa Bay, from which he would immediately march to co-operate with
me on the Withlacoochie.

T'o meet the exigencies of the army, to keep open the communication be-
tween the Withlacoochie and the St. John’s, and to enable the dispersed
inhabitants of Alachua to return to collect their cattle and property, I have
re established this post, where will be kept a small deposite of military
supplies.

The delay in the operations of the army has been thus far unavoidable,
from the unexpected delay in the establishment of the depot of the Withla-
coochie. We shull now advance with adequate supplies for our present
expedition, and with the means of replenishing them from several points.

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, sir, your obedient servant,

R. K. CALL,
General, commanding in chief in Florida.

The Hon. the SEcRETARY oF WaR.

TavLLanasseg, November 18, 1836,

Sir: 1 have the satistaction to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of
the 5th of November. Anticipating your authority to draw arms from the
public arsenals, I sent to Mount Vernon, Alabama, and have now on their
way to this place 1,000 muskets and two six-pounders, with a sufficient
supply of arms and ammunition. I have also received 700 stand of arms
from Tampa Bay. This will enable me to arm such troops as may come
to our relief, as well as those of the Territory ; and 1 hope we shall be able
to defend ourselves.  The distance between us and the Creeks is but incon-
siderable, and we are separated by a very sparse population. 1 am appre-
hensive that, when pressed by the troops of Alubama and Georgia, they will
retreat to the peninsula of Florida ; in which event, they will desolate a part
of this country. I am, however, adopting the most active measures of de-
fence, and hope to he ready to receive them. 'T'he bands of the enemy
which infested this part of the country have been driven back, and they
have left it at present undisturbed. 1 have no doubt they will pay us a
visit again in a short time, but T shall then be prepared for them. The
steamboat I mentioned in my last will sail on to-morrow to relieve the gar-
rison at Black creck and the Withlacoochie. Agreeably to your request, I
shall immediately open a correspondence with General Scott on the subject
of our defence. My knowledge of the country will perhaps enable me to
be of service. '

I am), sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

R. K. CALL.

Hon. Lewrs Cass,

Lecretary of War.
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Heanauarrers, YoLusia, November 27, 1836.

Str: The army under my command arrived at this place on yesterday,
and I have the honor to report the result of its operation against the ene.
my sinee the 10th instant, the duy on which T informed you 1 should march
in pursuit.

On the morning of the 13th we arrived at the Withlacoochie, and pro-
ceeded immediately to cross the river and pass into the Cove, the former
stronghold of the enemy. 'This was effected with great difliculty, although
no encmy appeared to oppose our passage, and the water had fallen more
than four feet since our former visit: four men were drowned iu crossing.
We found the river 220 yards wide, in some places swimming, and in all
others deep fording from bank to bank. The regular troops, with the
friendly Indians and a detachment of Florida volunteers, after crossing,
made a thorongh examination of the Cove, and found it entirely abandon-
ed by the enemy.

I crossed myself with thisdivision of the army, and encamped in the Cove
that night.  In the mean time, General Armstrong had been ordered, with
the Tennessee brigade, to march upon the north side of the river, and force
a passage across the stream where our troops had met with such obstinate
resistance on the 13th of October. On approaching the stream he found
1o enemy to resist his passage, but it was in part still swimming and ditfi-
cult to cross. The passage was cffected, and the 2d regiment, under the
command of Colonel Trousdale, advanced to attack the Indian and negro
scttlements in that vicinity. They found all the towns abandoned, and dis-
covered large trails of the encmy leading to the east and northeast. A
negro, captured in one of the houses, reported that they had fled to the
Wahoo swamp. ‘The Tennesseans burnt three large towns, which were
built of hewn logs, and appeared to have been constructed during the last
spring and summer. They discovered very little appearance of cultivation,
and, from the report of the captured negro, the encmy have nothing to sub-
sist on except beef,

The brigade returned that night to the camp on the river, where all the
haggage of the army had been left under a strong guard.  Finding that the
enemy had abandoned his stronghold, (which appeared better defended by
nature than any place I have ever seen,) and discovering that all the trails
from the Cove across the river lead to the north side, I determined to recross
the river myself, and with the Tennessee brigade, a small detachment of
regular troops, and Florida militia, to pursue to whatever point he might
have retreated ; while Colonel Pierce, with the troops which had crossed
into the Cove, was ordered to march up on the south side of the river, and
to form a junction with me near Daue’s battle.ground.

The two divisions of-the army marched on the 16th instant on the routes
assigned them. On the 17th, about noon, a large encampment of the ene-
my was discovered on our right flank, and not more-than four hundred
yards from our line of march. The 1st regiment of Tennessee volunteers,
under Colonel Bradford, being on that flank, General Armstrong was or-
dered to advance with it and attuck the enemy. The Indians had taken
the alarm, and retreated into the edge of a dense swamp, where they had
deposited such of their baggage as they had time to remove, and where they
awaited our approach. 'I'ne Tennesseans, under their gallant leader, ad.
vanced with great intrepidity within gunshot of the position held by the
enemy, when they dismounted under his fire, and, by one of the most spirit-
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ed charges that ever was made, in a few minutes possessed themselves of
the hammock and drove the enemy from his ground. Our troops pursued,
sometimes waist-deep in mud and water. 'T'he pursuit was continued as
long as an enemy could be discovered.

T'he spy companies, under the command of Major-Lauderdale, accom-
panied by Major Barrow, aid de-camp of General Armstrong, had been
detached in the morning in pursuit of a party of Indians, supposed to be
near our encampment of the preceding night. 'They returned just before
the close of the action, and, with the companies of Captains Finley and
Bledsoe, of the 2d regiment, were ordered to take a position on the left, to
cut off the retreat of the enemy should he attempt to pass in that quarter ;
but the enemy fled precipitately from the field, being completely routed,
even in the swamp which he had selected for the battle-ground, leaving all
his baggage and horses.

The loss of the enemy was twenty found dead on the field, and no doubt
is entertained that many others were killed, who were not discovered in the
slight examination made in passing over the field. In wounded the enemy
must have suffered severely, as twenty-one distinct trails of blood were dis-
covered through the hammock into which they retreated. Our loss was
one lkilled, (private Wm. A. Beard, of Captain McMahon’s company,) and
Asa Hays, of the same company, wounded.

Of Captain Crouch’s company, there were wounded, Wm. Morton mor-
tally ; Sherwood Green and Wm. Newcomb severely, but not dangerously.

Of Captain Tipps’s company, Henderson Hunt, wounded,

Of Captain Fletcher’s company, Ensign R. A. McLane and Granger
Wright, slightly.

Of Captain Baber’s company, R. B. King.

Of Captain Gibson’s company, Bishop Hubold. Total killed and wound-
ed, 11.

I cannot speak too highly ef the bravery and good conduct of all the offis
cers and men engaged in this affiir. Gen. Armstrong and all the members
of his staff, and General Read, of Florida, who acted as volunteer aid-de-
camp on the occasion, were distinguished for their courage and activity in
the field. Colonel Bradford, Lieutenant Colonel Cahal, and Adjutant Brad-
ley most gallantly led the charge into the hammock, and were as gallantly
followed by the brave men they commanded. Major Goff was also distin-
guished for his activity and bravery. :

With regard to the company officers, where all behaved with so much
spirit and zeal, and each was emulouis to surpass the other in feats of bra-
very, it is a difficult matter to discriminate between them. It will be suf-
ficient, therefore, to mention the names of those who were engaged in the
action : these were Captains McMahon, Crouch, Tipps, Frierson, Fletcher,
Roberts, and Jones, and Lieutenants Lipscomb and Levy, commanding
companies in the absence (through sickness) of their ¢aptains, and Lieuten-
ant Garland, commanding Captain Gibson’s company, who was then absent
on duty.

I ca‘rsllnot pay a higher or more just compliment to the troops engaged in
this action, than to say that every officer and soldier fully sustained the
high character of Tennessée for enterprise and  valor. After the close of
the action, which lasted about thirty minutes, the:ariny marehed about four
miles in the direction of Dade’s batile-ground, where we¢ halted: for the
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night, and made the necessary arrangements to move forward and attack
the enemy, if to be found, in the Wahoo swamp,

On the morning of the 18th, the baggage-train was placed in a compact
form, under the protection of two pieces of artillery and a detachment of
regular troops, commanded by Captain Tompkins, and a strong guard of
Tennesseans and Florida militia. At an early hour I marched ut the head
of five hundred and fifty T'ennessee troops, and about 11 o’clock, after cross-
ing two brooks, skirted with dense hammocks, which formed a part of the
Wahoo swamp, we cntered a piece of open ground, which brought us in
view of a town which had been just abandoned and set fire to by the enemy.
They were so closely pursued, that several of them were seen as they enter-
ed the hammock, where, they guve us to understand, they were prepared
to receive us. '

The line of battle was immediately formed : the troops on foot prepared
to enter the hammock, while a detachiment of horse on each flank remained
in the open ground to act as occasion might require. While the men ordered
to advance were yet in the open ground, and had approached within gun-
shot of the hammock, the enemy opened a deadly fire upon them. A charge
was ordered, and was most gallantly made ; our troops entered the hammock,
and in a few moments the whole line became engaged. It was soon dis-
covered that the enemy outflanked us on the right and left, and at one time
they showed themselves in force in our rear. ‘Their force could not have
been less than from 600 to 700,

A part of the horsemen were ordered to-dismeunt and charge on the
right and left flanks, while others were sent to disperse the Indians in the
open grouud, who were firing in the rear at long gunshot distance. These
orders were promptly obeyed : Captain Fletcher, at the head of eighteen
mounted men, charged and most gallantly dispersed about fifty warriors in
open-ground. Colonel Bradford led the charge on the right, and Lieuten-
ant Colonel Cahal on the left; Colonel Trousdale and Lieutenant Colonel
Guild led the centre ; and a more gallant and intrepid charge was never
made on any occasion. In thirty minutes the enemy was driven at all
points, and fled precipitately from the field. Our troops continued the pur-
suit as long as the encry could be seen; alter which, they returned in
good order to the open ground, bringing their dead and wounded with
them.

"T'he loss of the enemy, on this occasion, must have been very consider-
able. In passing over the field, twenty-five were found dead, and it is be-
lieved many others were carried off during the fight. Their wounded can-
not be estimated.

Our loss was three killed, viz: Lieutenant Pinkney Green; Bumnock
Riggs, of Captain Bledsoe’s company ; and Andrew Lynch, of Captain Bat-
tle’s company.

The wounded were, R. K. 2 nderson and George W. Mitchell, of Captain
Hamilton’s company; Lewis Waggoner, of Captain Crouch’s company ;
James Gay and John Mitchell, of Captain Tipps’s company ; William C.
File, of Captain Baber's company ; Lieutenant R. A. Alexander, of Captain
Lauderdale’s company; John Warner and George Tucker, of Captain
Campbell’s company; William Robinson, of Captain Finley’s company ;
Thomas Cooper, of Captain Battle’s company; and Worthy Walker, of
Captain Henry’s compauy.

"Total, killed and wounded, 15.
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Too much cannot be said in praise of the troops on this occasion. They
contended with a superior force ; and not an instance occurred, through the
day, in which any officer fuiled to do his duty. General Armstrong and
every member of his staff were active and energetic, and displayed great
bravery during the action. Captain Johnson, of the Indian regiment, and
Sergeant Harris, of the Florida militia, (both there without command,)
were distinguished for their bravery, and acted as volunteers with the spy
companies. The following is the list of oflicers of the Tennessee brigade
engaged in the action. (See list appended.) So soon as the necessary ar-
rangements could be made for carrying our killed and wounded, we com-
melllced our return march to camp, which we reached about nine o’clock at
night.

The next day (the 19th) béing the day appointed for Colonel Pierce to
unite with me, I marched down the road to Dade’s battle-ground, still near
the enemy, where I hoped to meet with his division that night, and to enter
the swamp the next day in full force. :

He did not reach that point until the following day at 12, m. The
swamp was about five miles distant, and it was then too late to march and
enter it with the hope of doing any thing that day. 'The army had alrea-
dy been on half rations for several days, but I resolved to spend one day
more in searching the swamp for the enemy ; accordingly, on the morning
of the 20th instant, after leaving our baggage under a strong detachment,
commanded by the gallant Colonel Bradford, the army moved forward again
to the swamp. It was soon discovered that the enemy was on the edge of
it, awaiting our approach.

The line of battle was immediately formed : the Tennessee troops on the
right ; the regulars and two companies of Florida militia, under the command
of Colonel Pierce, formed the centre; and the regiment of friendly Indians
formed the left. The horsemen constituted the reserve.

So soon as the line was formed, the Indians raised a yell, and opened a fire
along the whole of the centre and right. A charge was ordered, and our
troops entered the hammock without discharging a gun, although they re-
ceived a heavy volley from the encimy as they advanced on the open ground.
For a few moments, the fire continued heavy along the whole line, when
the enemy gave way in every direction ; they were pursued until the troops
lost sight of them.

Some time was lost in finding the direction in which the main body of
the enemy had retreated. It was at length discovered that they had passed
to the left. "I'he regular troops, with the mounted Florida volunteers, under
command of Colonel Warren, ud the friendly Indians, were ordered imme-
diately in pursuit, while the I'c 'nessee brigade moved on to support them.
The regular troops, under Colonel Pierce, 1n their advance, encountered a
morass, where the officers were compelled to abandon their horses, and the
men were, at times, above their waists in mud and water ; and were at léast
an hour advancing three.quarters of a mile, The 2d regiment of Ten-
nessee volunteers, under Colonel Trousdale, encountered the same diffi-
culty, and experienced the same delay.

In the mean time, Lieutenant Colonel Brown, with his usual enterprise,
had discovered a trail to the left, avoiding the morass and passing over dry
land, through a dense hammock. At the head of about one hundred and fifty
friendly Inaians, he pressed forward with great intrepidity, and soon found
himself engaged with a large body of Indians, strongly posted in a cypress
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swamp, on the opposite side of a deep and bnggy stream. A severe conflict
here oceurred ; and while the brave Major Moniae, one of the chiefs of the
Creek regiment, was advancing to head a charge across the stream, he fell
and sunk into the water. Our Indians continued to fight against the fear-
ful odds with which they were engaged, until they were reinforced by a
part of Captain Evans’s and Lieutenant Myrick’s companies of Florida mili-
tia, and the Florida mounted men, under command of Colonel Warren,
These troops advauced at once to the attack with the van of the artillery,
and poured a heavy fire on the enemy. Soon after, the remainder of the
regular troops, under Colonel Pierce and Major Gardner, and the 2d regi-
ment of Tennessee volunteers, under command of Colonel 1'rousdale, hav.
ing passed the morass, arrived, and joined in the action. The firing con.
tinued heavy for some time, until the enemy was driven from his posi-
tion and silenced, with the exception of a few guns which were occa-
sionally fired. Having no guide who could give any account of the stream,
the practicability of crossing it, even after the enemy had retired, being yet
unascertained, (while the evening was far advanced,) it was deemned proper
by the officers in command at the stream to return, after carrying off their
dead and wounded. They were then ordered by me to the open ground in
the rear, when the killed and wounded were collected. The army then re-
turned to their camp, which they did not reach until about ten o’clock at
night. The state of our supplies not permitting us to remain longer than
that day, we spent the last hour we could spare in pursuit of the enemy.

The loss of the enemy on thig occasion cannot be correctly estimated.
Ten were found dead on the field where the fight commenced; aud no
doubt is entertained of their having sustained n severe loss at the creek,
both from the immense volleys poured in upou them from our frout and
flank, and from their having abandoned a position so admirably calculated
for defence. 1t is supposed they could not have lost less than fifty killed
during the day.

Our loss in killed was the brave Major Moniac, a friendly chief, and two
Creek Indians : total 3, of the Creek regiment. Of the regunlar troops, one
lieutenant, one corporal, and two privates: total regulars, 5.

The following is the list of onr wounded :

Captain Ross, of the marine corps, who commanded a company in the
Creek regiment, had his thigh broken while bravely leading his command
into action ; Captain Maitland, of the artillery, also received a severe wound
while leading his men to the charge ; two sergeants, two corporals, and two
privates of the regular troops were also wounded.

Of the Tennessee brigade, private Benjamin Cooper, of Wilson’s com-
pany, was mortally wounded in the last affair. Joseph B. Duncan, of Rob-
erts’'s company, Alexander Lyons, of Baber’s company, and Robert Hays, of
Campbell’s company, were also wounded. 'Total regulars and Tennessee
volunteers wounded, 16.

The conduct of all the officers and men engaged during the day was
marked by the most deliherate courage; and that success was not entirely
complete in every particular, was owing to the nature of the ground, and
to the delay which’was caused in passing the morass. Where all behaved
so well, it is difficult to discriminate. I cannot, however, forbear to men-
tion the names of Lieutenant Colonel H. Brown, Major Morriss,* Captains

* Note appended in pencil-marks.—We are happy to perceive that this officer is not among
the killed, as stated in our Baturday’s paper.
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Ross, Maitland, Piercy, and Searle, and Lieutenant Lee, of the artillery, who
sustained the first unequal combat with the enemy at the disputed passage.

These were followed and bravely sustained by Colonet Warren, Captain
Tvans, and Licutenant Myrick, of the Florida militia, and by Major Gard-
ner, Captains Tomplkins and Porter, of the artillery, aud the oflicers and
men under their command. Indeed, no higher praise can be paid to Colo-
nel Pierce, and the regular troops under his conimuud, both officers and men,
than to say that all behaved with their characteristic valor; and those who
were the foremost in the action were precisely those whom circutnstances
and the nature of the ground favored in their advance.

The following is the list of the oflicers engaged in the above afluirs :

The Tennesscans were led into action by Colonel Trousdale, Licuten-
ant Colonel Cahal, (commanding the Ist regiment in the absence of Colonel
Bradford, left in command of the camp,) aud Lieutenant Colonel Guild,
These were all distinguished for their gallantry and good conduct during
the day.  Besides his active participation in the aflair of driving the enemy
from the hammock, Colonel Trousdale, with his regimeut, joined in the at-
tack upon the enemy at the disputed passage of the strewm with his usual
spirit and valor.  For the names of the company-oflicers engaged in the af-
fair of the 21st, I refer you to the enclosed list.

I should do injustice to my own feelings, as well as fo thic wembers of my
stafl, were I to overlook them on this occasion. It affords e pleasure to
say that in every battle they displayed the most deliberate courage, and in
cvery march they were prompt and zealous iu the performance of their
duty. Colonel Randall, the adjutant and inspector general of the army,
had many arduous and important duties to perform, in which he always
displayed great energy and decision, and, by his activity and intelligence, -
aflorded me great service in the field.  Colonel Fitzpatrick, as well as Colo-
nels Braden, Downing, and Patnaw, my aids de-camp, and Geueral Read,
of Florida, (who acted as my volunteer aid-de camp on several important
occasions,) are entitled to my warmest thanks, not only for their gullant
«conduct in the field, but for their zeal and activity on all occasions,

The army having Leen on half rations for several days—a privation to
which they subimitied with the greatest cheerfulness, from their anxiety to
contend with the enciny as long as possible, there not haviug beeu lefi, for
several days, a grain of corn even for the wagon and artillery hoises; while
the grass of the country at this season afforded no adequate support to them—
on the morning of the 22d I felt myself compelled reluctantly to march (o
a depot for supplies; and accordingly teok up my line of march for this
{;lacn, which we reached on the morning of the fifth day. From the num-

er of trails seen leading from the Wahoo swamp on the morning of the
22d, there is some reason to appreliend that the enemy abandoned that po-
sition ou the night of the 21st, scattering into small parties to avoid pursuit.

Had the nature of our supplies enabled us to maintain onr position a few
days longer, the enemy would have been driven from all his hiding-places.

With the least possible delay, the troops under 1y conmand will be pre.
pared for another expedition, and will tuke up the line of mareh in pursuit
of the eneiny.

I enclose vou, herewith, a sketch of the conutry the scene of our late
operations, the dotted lines on which will desiguate the routes pursued by -
the army. Much of the interior of this country yet remains uuexplored, of
which no white mau has the least knowledge. We have penctrated the
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Cove and Wahoo swamp at all known accessible points, and have facilitated
to other expeditions the work of dislodging the enciny from this hitherto in-
accessible fastness.  No desgription can do justice to the difliculty of pene.
trating this region from any point.  The map has been prepared by that in-
telligent officer and excellent draughtsmun, Captain Scarle, of the Creek
regunent.

It is proper to add, in relation to the movement of the division under
Colonel Pierce, detached from the Cove, that he completely fulfilled the ob-
jects of the expedition.  After crossing to the soutlt, out of the Cove, by a
route hitherto unknown, in which the greatest difliculties were surmounted,
and after exploring the country in his route, e met with no more import-
ant incident than routing and dispersing a small party of hostile Indians,
who escaped into the swamp.  He discovered no recent trails leading from
the Cove to the south, nor any other practicable access to it on that side
than the very difficult onc over which he penetrated.

In noticing the good conduet of the troops under my command, I ought
not to omit mentioning some of the [riendly Indians, who have given signal
instances of bravery in battle: amongst them, Paddy Carr, Tustunnuggy
Ladgo, and John Hopony stand conspictious.

1 have the honor to be, very respectfully, sir, your obedient servant,

R, K. CALL,
A General commanding, §-c.

T'o the Hon. SpereTaAry oF WAR,

Washington.

[Lists referred to in the foregoing letter.]

List of captains and officers of the Tenncssee brigade commanding in the
battle of the 18th of November.

st regriment—Wilson's spy company.— Captains Fletcher, Jones, Crouch,
Roberts, Lipscombe, Lewis Levy, Morriss, and Douthal.

2d regiment.—Captains Cants, Lauderdale, of spy company, Campbell,
Fiunley, Battle, McCoin, Bledsoe, Grundy, Chandler, Henry, of Robertson,
Lewis, of Nesbit, and Davis.

List of captains and officers of the Tennessee bricade commanding in the
battle of the 21st of November.

1st reziment.—Captains Fletcher, Frierson, Tipps, Crouch, McMahon,
‘Gibson, Lipscombe, and Lieutenant McLaurin.

2d regiment.—Captains Lauderdale, of spy company, Campbell, Finley,
Bledsoe, McCoin, Battle, Chandler, Grundy, Henry, of Turner, Adjutant
Nede, commanding Henry’s company, of Robertson, and Lieutenant Hud-
son, commanding Nesbit's company.

HeavauarTeRs, VoLusia,
December 2, 1836.
Sir: Your letter of the 4th instant was delivered to me by Lieutenant
Johnston, a few miles from this place, on my approach ; and I regret ex-
cecdingly that my ill-health, and the many important official duties which
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have claimed my attention, should have compelled me to delay my answer
until the present time. .

I shull surrender, most cheerfully, to General Jesup the command of the
army, in which the President has been pleased to supersede me, and have
given Lientenant Johnston every facility in my power to {ind the camp of
that ofiicer. L must be permitted to say, that 1 regarded your letter as the
most extraordinary docuent I ever read.

It informed me of a rumor which had reached Washington very un-
favorable to my conduct and military character. Tt remiuds me of the
means, and supposed means, 1 possessed of achieving a victory over the
enemy ; of the unwillingness ol the department to credit the rumor, but
that 1t had been substantially confirined by varions communications re-
ceived, &c., and {urther ¢ elucidated” by the verbal statement of Lieuten.
ant « Mitchell,” late of my staff, &e.

You procecd to state that “no definitive judgment has been formed as
to the circumstances above referred ¢o;” and that, although “no definitive
Judgment has been formed as ta the occurrences above referred to,” you
are yet instructed by the President to pronounce on me what every one
must conceive to be the deepest censure, and to supersede e in the com-
mand of the army. T'hus inflicting the severest penalty and the highest
disgrace, in the power of the President to visit upon me, were my guilt
established by the most incontrovertible testiniony. Al this is done with-
out waiting to receive my oflicial report, which I am called on to male
without delay. '

Now, sir, should T be so fortunate as to show, by a plain statement of
facts, which can be supported by the oaths of huudreds of honorable men,
that injustice has been done me, can the injury be repaired?  May 1 hope
for that magnanimity which will acknowledge error, and redress wrong ?

My ofticial report of the incidents of the warch to and from the Withla-
coochie was made to the late Secretary of War, and forwarded from Fort
Drane on the 19¢h of Oclober last, 1t was wnde while suffering under
the most severe indisposition, and does not do justice to many of the
oflicers under my command, or to myself. But I did not feel culpable for
any thing that occurred, and therefore made no defence of my conduct.
Lest it should not have been received by the department, a copy is herewith
enclosed. Allow me to offer a remark on the evidence on which 1 have
been condemned. As to the “ruwmor,” it is intangible, and I shall say
nothing about it; nor are the communications, which you mention as
having been received, entitled, in my estimation, to higher credit, as they
must have been destitute of truth. For Lieutenant Mitchell, who seems to
have “elucidated” the whole matter, and whom you scem to have con-
sidered as a member of my stafl, sent on to Washington and Philadelphia
by me, on business connected with the replenishing of my supplies, I must
say, if he made such representations, he was truly unfortunate in com-
muuicating facts.  For the want of an ordnance officer, so often complained
of to the department by the officers in command in Florida, T appointed Mr.
Mitehell to take charge of the ammunition, in the sume order 1 which my
stalf was aunonuced to the army. He muarched with us from Suwanee
Old-town, and lived in the family of General Anmnstrong, nntil a few days
Lefore our return from the Withlacoochice to Fort Drane, when he.canie
into the mess with mysell and stafl.  On our arrival at the latter place, he
applied for permission to go to Black creck, whiclh was readily granted,
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He ‘suggested that he might be of service in procuring and firwarding
the clothing and blankets, which I intended to oider the quariermaster at
Black creelc to purchase for the friendly Indians, as it had been represented
by their commander that they were in'great waut of those articles. ‘
At Black creek I nnderstood he applied to' one of my aids then at that
“place, for an order to proceed to Charleston and Philadelphia to make those:
-purchases. I'his was done without my knowledge, and certainly very
contrary ta my intention, as-1-did not wish him to go farther than Black
_ereek, He has forwarded ‘1o clothing. for the Indians, nor has he made -
any report of his proceedings. - I have to request that this officer may be
ordercd, wi:hout delay, to join his company at Fort Clinch, on the Withla-
~coochie.  As to his having been sent. by me to replenish my supplies, the
statement is erroneous. 'T'he Indians were almost naked, and T felt it my
duty to have them clothed, on the requisition of their commander. "
T 'shall now proceed to answer the complaints ‘or accusations which yeu
were istructed by the President to prefer against. me, in the order in which
‘they are made. And, first, as it regards his ¢ disappointment and surprise”
that I should have commenced the execution of a campaign of so much
importance, and so-Jong meditated, without first taking effectual measures
‘to'secure the. necessary supplies.  When I formed my plan of campaigr,
which was submitted to-the department, Micanopy, but ten miles distant
from Fort Drane, was held as a military post, and was relied on as one of
‘the depots from wheuce supplies could be drawn for the use of the army
‘while engaged in that quarter. Tampa Bay was another, depot already
established ;. and I proposed another near the mouth of the Withlacoochie, -
and one at this place. Su soon as I was. advised of the time when the
Tenncsseans would leave their cantonment in Alabama for Florida, I sent
an express to Colonel Crane, commanding the ferces in East Florida, to
employ the whole transport train at Black creek .in carrying supplies to
Micanopy.  In a few days after this, I learned, with surprise and embarrass-
ment, that Micanopy had beeu abandoned by that officer.  This gave the
‘enemy undisputed possession of the country for forty miles farther north.
‘They were bravely met and tought on several occasions by Colonels War-.
ren and Mills, of Florida, and Captain T'ompkins of the United States
artillery.  But they were too numerous for -our forces,.and I had ‘not the
means of driving them back, and advancing other posts, until I entered the
country with-the Tennessee brigade. In pursuauce of my plan of car-.
paigu, ubundant supplies of every kind were deposited at Black creek, and
steamboals were in readiness, with which provisions and forage could be
“coniveyed to this place in twelve hours.  Thus, on the eastern margin of
the peninsula, [ was as fully prepared as the nature of the country would
admit of, and as any general could have been at the opening of a campaign.
11 On the western side of the peniusula I had only suflicient force to estab-
lish a depet at the Suwanee Old-town, where supplies were placed for the
use o the army when advancing into the enemy’s country. At St. Mark’s
ample stores of every kiud were deposited ready to be conveyed to the With.
lacoochie wlienever the army should advance to war and protect them.
Before this, it was impossible, with the means which T possessed, to estab:
“lish that depot. . - - . : S o
I On the 19th day of September I marched with the Tennessee brigade
from Tillahassee for Suwanee Old-town, where we arrived on the 24th.
Bofore I left Tallihassee, in addition to the supplies at the Old-town, alarge
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brig, loaded with an assorted cargo, had sailed from St. Mark’s to the mouth
of the Suwanee. Other vessels were known to be on their way from New
Orleans with additional supplics, and the quartermaster was ordered to
charter a still further number to carry the public stores from St. Mark’s to

the same destination. The steamboat Minerva, calculated, from her draught
of water, to enter and ascend the Withlacoochie, was chartered ou the {7th
of September to take in a cargo of forage and ammnnition from one of Gen-

eral Jesup's depots on the Chattahoochie, and proceed to the mouth of the Su-
wanee, where she was by appointment to be on the 24th of Scptember. The
steamboats sent me by the Government, under the command of naval offi-

cers, were already in the Suwanee river, where I found them on my arrival.

One of those boats, the Izard, was ordered by Comnmodore Dallas to return

to Pensacola ; the other two required repairs, and their crews were pros-

trate by disease. I ordered the lzard to remain, and permitted the other two

(neither of which could enter the Withlacoochie) to proceed to Pensacola for
supplies and fresh crews, expecting them to return as soon as possible ; but

they have never yet returned to their station, nor am linformed in what man-

ner they have been employed by Commodore Dallas.  Ou the 29th day of
September General Read, of Florida, then at Suwanee Old-town, was select.

ed for his well-established intrepidity of character, his untiring perseverance, |
and his knowledge of the Withlacoochie, to talie command of a detachment

of Florida militia and a small detachment of regular troops daily expected

from ISey West to arrive at the mouth of the Suwanee, and with the steam-

boat Tzard and two large barges, (which,of therselves, were capable of carry-

ing 600 barrels of freight,) to procecd to the mouth of the Suwanee, where,

it was supposed, he would find the steamboat Minerva and several other

vessels with supplies, and proceed at once with them all to the mouth of the

Withlacoochie, (only thirty-five miles distant.,) and to ascend the river with

the steamboats and barges, and establish a depot at Graham’s camp, about

fifteen or twenty miles above the mouth.

Thus prepared, on the same day, the 29th of September, the army march-
ed, without a wagon-train, carrying ten days’ supply of provisionson their
riding and pack-horses, to attack the enemy at Fort Dranc, which had been
for some time abandoned by our troops. The night before, an express was
sent to Major Pierce, at Black creek, advising him of my intended move.
ments, and directing him to advance without delay with his forces  and all
the transport wagons with supplies for the army, relying on the large crops
of corn known to have been made at General Clincl’s and Mclntosh’s
plantations for forage for our horses. On the Ist day of October the army
arrived at Fort Drane, and but for the escape of an Indian from a party we
surprised and destroyed, about ten miles off, who gave intelligence ot our
approach, the whole Mickasnky tribe would have been surprised, and per-
haps destroyed. We were greatly disappointed in finding no corn at either
the plantation of General Clinch or of Mclutosh : though large crops were
made, it had all heen destroyed by the Indians and caitle, which had {ree
access to the ficlds.

We, however, found an abundauce of sugar-cane, on which our horses
were fed, and on which they were greatly improved. The express sent to
Major Pierce did not from some cause arrive at Black creek by three days
as early as it should have done; but, expecting my orders to advance, his
wagons were all loaded and in readiness ; and in two hours after the arrival
of the express, though it was late at night, his whole train was in motion,
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and he joined me on the evening of the Sth of Octoher. T reported to the
department that he brought me seven days’ rations for the whole army. This
was according to the reports made to me at the time; but the estimate did
not hold out, and many of the cumpanies received but five days’ rations,
With this sapply T resolved to follow the trail of the enemy, in osder to
find his stronghold, in preference to taking the roads made by our armies
in former marches, and, ns a further security against the necessity of heing
compelled to fall back for supplies in any contingency, 1 had ordered two
steamboats and several schoouners to be luden with storage and provisions,
and to sail imm~diatety up the St. John’s river, and come to anchor in
Lake George, theie to awalt a signal from me to advance to Volusia, ouly
six miles distant.  "T'hese orders were promptly executed : the vessels as-
cended and took their stations, where they remained until they were order-
ed by an express boat to return to Black creek.  "1'he army marched on the
evening of the (hh from Fort Drane; the trail of the enemy led us to his
stronghold in the Cove of the Withilucoochie.  We arrived at this point on
the morning of the 13th; that day was spent in attempting to cross the
river without success.  ‘I'he next morning, the 14th, the army having less
than two days’ rations to subsist on, it became necessary to march to one of
the depots for relicf. T fonnd the Cove of the Withlacoochie so much lower
down the river than 1 expected, and consequently so much farther from
Yolusia, that I decined it iicpossible for the army, without great distress, to
reach the latter place, as it would require a march of six or seven days. 1
called « council of war to advise with the officers, and, after hearing my
views, they were adopted ; and it was almost unanimously determined that
we shonld march to the depot ordered to be established on the Withlacoo-
chie. We accordingly took up the line of march for that place.

Major Goff, of the Tennessee brigade, was sent with two hundred men
in advance, to ascertain the situation: of the depot ; if he should not find it,
to fire signul guus with his whole command until he received a response
from General Read. He advauced to Graham’s camp, the place directed
for the depot ; he remained there during the night of the 15th; the signal
guns were fired on the evening preceding and on that morning, without re-
ceiving a reply.

Despairing of finding the depot, or of hearing from General Read, the
country being impassable by land to the mouth of the river, and having
no boat to descend by water, he determined to return, and sent an express
to mect and inform me of the result of his examination.  On the 16th, the
express met me about noon, ten or twelve miles from the point designated
for the depot.  'The army was immediately halted.  General Read had not
been heard from since the 20th of September ; the provisions of the army
were almost entircly exhausted ; relief must be had as soon as practicable,
or extreme suflering was the inevitable consequence. ’

Thie army could not reach Graham’s camp, on the Withlacoochie, that
night, 1f we advanced farther,and spent two more days without finding
relief, the consequences must have been fatal. In this trying situation
something must be done, and done quickly. Afterafew moments’ consult-
ation with General Armstrong and Major Pierce, I resolved to march to
Fort Drane, where it was certain we could get beef for the army and sugar-
cane for the horses. In this we were not disappointed. We reached Fort
Drane the night of the 17th ; an express was sent to Black creek to forward
supplics, which met the army and relieved its necessities. I trust that I
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have abundantly shown that, from the state of preparation as early as the
20th of September, T had every reason to expect that the depot ordered to
be established at CGiraham's camp, on the Withlacoochie, would be completed
by the 16th of October at least. )

Let us now examine the causes which are known positively to have led
to this disappointment, and to my distressing cmbarrassiments,  Before the
5th day of October, General Read was at the mouth of the Withlacoochie
with an abundaut supply of cvery thing for the use of the army. He ordered
the officer commanding the steamboat Izard to carefully examine the en-
trance into the mouth of the river; then to enter, and ascend to the point
designated for the depot. Tu this attempt, the steamboat, unfortunately,
through mistake or accident, was thrown across the channel, which being
narrow, she grounded at the bow and stern at full tide ; and, when the water
fell, she brake in two, from the weight of her engine, and sunk. The des-
tination of the steamboat Minerva having heen changed by General Jesup,
(certainly with no expectation that it wonld embarrass my movements in
the smallest degree,) who ordered her, as I have been officially inforined by
her enterprising captain, to take at least ane trip to the wmouth of the Apala-
chicola, with the Creek warriors, before she took in a cargo on the Chatta-
hoochie for the Withiacoochie, she was also ordered by Colonel Lang to
make a second trip, in which she was greatly delayed by a fall of the Chatta-
hoochie ; and, instead of arriving on the 24th September, accordivg to ap-
pointment, she did not make her appearance until the 22d day of Qctober.
In the mean time, General Read, with his usual energy and untiring perse-
verance, proceeded to fortify a large barge, which he loaded with supplies,
and was 1n the act of passing the bar to ascend and establish the depot at
all hazards, when the Minerva appeared in view. .

On that very day, General Read, aided by that invalualile oflicer, Colonel
Wood, 2 member of my staff, who had taken the temporary command of
the Minerva for this expedition, succeeded in ascending the river and estab-
lishing the depot, where there has been an abuudant supply of public stores
ever since.

Now, sir, permit me to ask, is the aceusation just, and can it be supported
in truth, that I did commence “the execation of this important campaign
without having first talken effectual measures to secureall needful supplies ¥’
I answer that itis not; and the charge cannot be supported, as it Is proven
by the fact that the Minerva, on the first day of her arrival, succeeded in
establishing the depot. That the stearnboat lzard should have been lpst,
may be attributed alone to the arrangemeut of the Government in selecting
naval officers to navigate steamboats in narrow chaunels and rivers, who
have been instructed only in navigating ships on the occan. o

Had the Tzard been navigated by one skilful from long practice in the
management of steamboats, it is the opinion of General Read that there
would have been no difficulty in ascending the stream. ) .

It may be asked why I did not make known all these facts in my official
report of the 19th of October? 1 answer, that many of them had not then
transpired ; others were then unknown to me. Bnt, had they all been com-
municated on that day, they could not have saved g, as the President was
pleased to censure and supersede me in command of the army, on rumor,
without waiting for my official report. Having answered, as I conceive
fully, the first ground of complaint alleged against me, I proceed to the sec-
ond charge: ¢ that, after approaching so near the enemy with so large a




[ 278 ] 104

force, and finding him disposed, apparently, to give me battle, I should have
retired without « more serious atteiupt to cross the river and drive bim from.
his position.” In answer to this charge, 1 say, and will maintain with
facts. that the passage of the river, with ‘the means | possessed, and within.
the time in which our supplics required it to be dune, was a rational impos-
sibility, and conld not have been accomplished by General Jackson himself.

Tlus fact was fuliy ascertained at the time, and has been further con-
firmed, to the satisfaction of the whole army, on our lust visit to the Cove.

I iy not speak of myself, or of my own desire to cross and give battle to.
the enety.  But I can assure the Precident that the brave Tcnnesseans,
headed by their gallant leader, were impatient at every monient’s delay in
pursuing the cuemy, and that they have never stopped at any barrier, how-
ever formidable, which could be overcome by hardy enterprise.  When we
arrived at the river on the morning of the 13th, General Armstrong and
myself entered the swamp with the spies and advanced guard. We had been
indiced to believe the stream was fordable, and that a passage could be
forced in the presence and under the fire of the enemy.  Under this belief].
we resolved to make the attempt. "T'he spies, through mistake, had pre-
ceded the gnides, one of whom wasa prisoner c.lplurcd the evening before.
A halt was ordmr’d to give the guides time to advance to the front and take
the trail to the fnrd I halted mysell in view of the river, which was so
wide, frons its overtlowing the banks, that I took it to be one of those lukes
so frequently found in the swaips of this country.  General Armstrong
advaneed with the guides to the head of the spies, and approached the sup-
posed ford.

T'he guides entered the river; Major Tanderdale, a gallant and veteran
soldier, wus close behind them.  General Armstrong, than whom a braver
man never lived, was the first person in advance, and at the water's edge,
{(the x\u; Tont horses were already swimming,) when the Indians poured in
a Ly Volley from the opposite side of the river.  Our advance retired, for-
timately wit hout any loss or injury. The fire was returned with greal:
spint by the spies.  General Arinstrong rejoined me, and reported the river
1o be at least 200 yards wide, swimming from bank to bank, with drift-wood
passing rapidly down the enrrent. 1 immediately ordered all the horsemen
to retire {rom the swamp. satisfied with the impracticability of swimming the
siream in the presence of the enemy.  After reaching the open mound in
the rear, Major Gordon most gallantly otlered to lead his hatlalion on foot,.
to give a further examination to the river, and to engage the enemy.

Le was authorized to do so; and he and his command advanced with
great intrepidity to the bank of the stream, when they received the fire of’
the enemy, which was instantly returncd, and continued nntil they were
ordercd to retire, having sileuced the yells and nearly the firing of the ene-
my.  Asstated in my official report, the gallant Major Gordon, and three of
his brave followers, were wonnded in this affair.  The report oan]or Gor-
don and his officers confirmed the opinicn I had at first formed, that the
passage of the river on horschack was impossible.  The next mode of pass-
ing was by the construction of rafts ; this was proposed, I have prevxously
said that 1 marched from Snwnnop Old town vith no other transportation
than pack-harses: henece we brought with us no other tools than a few axes.
I called on Major Pierce, who informed me that he had no others than
those requiired by the pioneers.  We had not expected to meet with such a
barrier, and were, therefore, unprepared to overcome it. 'To construct rafts,,
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to land a sufficient number of men to mect a formidable body of Indians,
would have been the work of some time, with the best preparation.  With
us, it could not have heen accomplished before the last ounce of provisions
in our camp would have been constmed ; besides there were no snitable ma-
terials to be found in the neighborhood for the construction of rafts. The
pitch pine, it is well known, will sink almiost as soon as lead ; and the hard,
heavy wood of the swamp, except when it is found dead and dry, is but littie
more favorable. I have had more than ote occasion in the south to make the
experitent, and know that it will not succeed.  But admitting, for the sake.
of argument, that a suflicient number of rafts of the best materials could
have been constructed in one hour to cross the whole army at a single trip ;
could its passage have been cflected, in the presence of the enemy, without
great slaughter? A raft conld not have been carried over in less than ten
or fifteen minutes, during which time the men would have heen exposed to
the deadly aim of a concealed enemy. It may be said that the rafts might
have been built, and the men crossed over, at’ some other point than that
occupied by the enemy ; but the falling of the trees, and sound of the axes
in procuring materials to construct the rafi, would soon attract the atten-
tion of a vigilant enemy, and he would be prepared to meet you wherever
you might attempt to cross, nnless you went to some distant place. I as-
sure you, sit, that the passage of this river at any point is excecdingly ditli-
cult. and almost impossible without boats. T am aware that the President
is of opinion that, if we had passed itito the Cove, we should have fonnd an
abundance of corn; but in this he is entirely mistaken. T examined the
Cove in person, and am well conviuced that there could not hiave been five
hushels of corn raised in it, nor was there any appearance of corn having
been brought to it from any other place; which corroberates the statements
of all the prisoners, that they made no corn, and were living aloue on beef.
Even this article was generally unfit for use, aud we destroyed hundreds of
cattle which our hungry troops would not use.

Our subsequent difliculties in crossing the river, after the water had fallen
four feet, proves it to have been irnpossible at the time the first attempt was
made, as we still found it swimming in some places, and in all others deep
fording ; presenting a width of 220 yards, bordered on both sides with decp:
Cypress swamps, .

I have yet to speak of the strcam flowing from the lake into the river,
which the detachment of Tennessee troops, under the command of Lieuten-
ant Colonel Gill, attempted to cross without success on the 13th day of Oc-
tober. 'This formed another barrier, and, with the lake on the north and
the Withlacoochie on the south, constituted a defence equalled only by the
Cove itself.  On our last visit to the Withlacoochie, supposing the passage
into the Cove would be obstinately defended by the enemy, the T'ennessee
brigade, with its usual gallantry, claimed the honor of forcing the passage.

[t was awarded to them; but while they were preparing to advance, a
report from the {riendly Indians, sent to reconnoitre the banks, informed me
that four of their number had already crossed, and could find no recent sign
of the enemy. On receiving this intelligence, General Armstrong, Colonel
Trousdale, and the other officers present, with the same spirit of chivalry
which induced them to make the request, (knowing it was my wish, in the
first instance, that the regular troops and Creek warriors should be sentinto .
the Cove,) declined the permission granted them, and asked permission to
seek a new enterprise at the stream flowing from the lake and the towns be-
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yond it, where Licutenant Colonel Gill and his brave followers had fought
so gallantly on the 13th of October.  Accordingly, then, the Tenuessee bri-
gade was ordered to that point; they approached in the confident expecta-
tion of finding the enemy there strongly posted and in great force. They
were disappointed ; they found no impediment to their march, but the stream
itself; and the swamps and marshes with which it was bordered on both
sides. 'I'he water had greatly subsided; bnt the stream was wide and
deep, in some places still swimming, the banks boggy, and covered with a
dense undergrowih,

The report of General Armstrong and all the officers of his brigade
proves the impossibility of crossing when the attempt was first made, on
the 13th of Qctoher, and sustains the high character of Colonel Gill for his
bearing and good conduet on that day. I have already, in my ofiicial re-
port of the :27th ultimo, mentioned the destruction of the towns heyond this
stream by the regiment under the command of Colonel Trousdale, accom-
panied by Major Barry, the aid of General Armstrong, who gallantly volun-
teered his services on this occasion. I trust, sir, that the difficulties which
presented themselves in the passage of the river, the want of means to over-
come them, and the necessity which required that the army should march
immediately to a depot for supplies, show suflicient and abundant reasons
why I did not eross the river and drive the enemy (romhis position. When
I marched from the eamp opposite the Cove, my route was down the banks
of the Withlacoochie, merely avoiding its swamps, which were impassable.
1 had, as I have shiown, a right coufidently to believe 1 should find supplies
in a march of thirty-five or forty miles. Iexpected to cross one-half of the ar-
my in boats at that point, and, in a few days, march up on hoth sides and attack
the enemy.  'The idea of a “refrograde” movement had never been con-
ceived by me, or any officer of my command. 1 thought it best to march
this short distance on the line of the enemy’s barrier, to a point where the
pressing necessities of the army could be supplied, when a portion of it
might be crossed over the river, with its baggage, without difficulty ; and
from whence the whole force could arrive at'the Cove in five days, and
attack and rout the emeny. 1 deemed this more judicious than to exhaust
the last remmant of our supplies in a fruitless effort to cross the river, which,
in our situation, was helieved to be impossible.

Yet this charge of making retrograde movements has been made by the
Department of War, sustained by the high authority of the President of
the United States, and constitutes the first sentence in the order to General
Jesnp by which I am superseded. Al this is done on “ rumor,” and before
a “definitive” judoment has been formed of my conduct. 1 believe the expla-
nation I have given, and the proofs I amn prepared to offer, will not only
acquit, but justify me ir the opinions of all unprejudiced men. Bat the
judge who condemns the prisoner o~ “rumor” unproved, and causes him
to be exccuted before a “definitive” | . _w. @ * ie frjed of his guilt, will sel-
dom admit, on any testimony, however corclusive, that this unhappy man
died innocent.

That 1 did not meet with supplies on the Withlacoochie, according to
my expectations, I have and still consider one of the greatest misfortunes
which could have befallen me, and has been a source of the deepest morti-
fication.

Bat it was from no fault of mine, for I had prepared all the necessary
means to insure success; and, but for the circumstances which I have
mentioned, which could not be anticipated by any one, the depot would
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have been established before the 5th of October. When, however, 1 failed in
all these well grounded expectations, what was next to be done?  Should
the army perish in the wilderness, or should it march in pursuit of food ?
I preferred the latter, and it was done. -

The several complaints which you have mentioned against me, when
taken collectively, amount to the charge of having made a retrograde move-
ment before the enemy. 'T'his charge will be repelled by the united voice
of the whole army which 1 have the honor to command, and [ am prepared
to meet it in such a manner as will satisfy my fricnds and coun'ry of the
injustice which has been done me.

The apprehensions of the President for the safety of the frontier, sup-
posed to have been exposed by what you have been pleased to denominate
my “retrograde movements,” were cntirely unnecessary, and must have
arisen from his want of information of my position at Fort Drane, and of
the fact that the last scout of the enemy had been destroyed or driven across
the Withlacoochic. .

Since writing the above, 1 have the satisfuction to inform vou that Major
General Jesup has arrived at my camp, and that on this day (4th December)
I shall surrender to him the command of the army in Florida. Feeling a
deep interest in the prompt and suceessful termination of this troublesome
war, I am highly gratified at being relieved in command by an ofiicer of
such distinguished merit. But I owe it to him, as my successor, to say that
he may, and most probably will, meet with crmbarrassments and delays in
the execution of his high trust, which have not and cannot be anticipated
by the Governmeut. He will find, as others have done, that the transporta-
tion of supplies into the interior, even now, when all the depots are estab-
lished and well furnished, will be attended with the most serious embar-
rassment; and that to keep an army constantly acting against the enemy,
another force of equal size should be employed in constructing and gar-
risoning posts, and in protecting the transport train in its passage. Believ-
ing, sir, that I have sustained the deepest ‘injury, and that I have been
visited with the greatest injustice by the orders of the President, communi-
cated in your letter of the 4th ultimo, I must avail myself of the common
privilege of demanding an investigation of my conduct. [ have, therefore,
respectfully to suggest that a court of inquiry may be ordered to assemble,
to inquire into and report on all the official impropricties with which T am
charged. In making this request, I have no right, perhaps, to offer a sug-
gestion with regard to the time or place when and where the court should
assemble. But it is a duty I owe myself to inform the department, that, by
the fatizue and exposure I have encountered in the prosccution of this
campaign, during a continued stage of enfechbled health, 1 have contracted
a disease of the lungs, which would cause a visit to the north during the
winter months to be attended with the most fatal consequences. 1t would,
therefore, be to me a matter of vital importance that some other time or
place should be selected.

So soon as I shall have passed this ordeal, 1 shall, with great pleasure,
tender to the President of the United States my resignation as Governor of
the Territory of Florida.

I have the honor to be, most respect{ully, your obedient servant,

R. K. CALL,
General, commanding.
Hon. B. F. BuTLER,
Acting Secretary of War, Washington.
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HrapquarTers, VoLusta,
December 6, 1536.

Sin: I regret exceedingly that Tshould be under the necessity of address-
ing the department again on a subject which ay not be agreeable; and,in
doing so, I hope I shall not be cousidered as offering the least disrespect to
you, us nothing could be inore foreign from my intentions. But wheu there
1s awarded censure against me, in any of the departments of the Govern-
ment, 1 hold that I have a right (which cannot with propriety be denied me)
of placing on the same record my explanation or justification.

T therefore deem it a duty which I owe myself to address you, in reply to
a letter I have received, dated October 7, and signed C. A. Harris, acting
Secretary of War.  T'hat this letter was dictated, if' not written, by the late
Secretary, no one acquainted with the circumstances will doubt for asingle
moment; and itis most manifest that he retired from olfice on the 6th, making
a clerk of his office a catspaw to sign the letter on the 7th of October. How
far such a course is justifiable, I am content that others shonld express an
opinion ; I intend only a vindication of my own conduct,and shall iention
that of others only when it becomes necessary.

The letter of the 7th of October is in reply to a remark contained in a

letter of mine to General Jesup.  He had inquired whether the necessary
measures liad been adopted, to prevent the intercourse between the Indians
of Florida and Spaunish fishermen and traders. [ expressed my apprehen-
sions that they had not—1I had good reasons for this belief—although I'had
called the attention of the departinent to this subject soon after I came into
office.
g Sowe time in Augnst I received a report from an oflicer, commanding one
of thie transport vessels in the service, informing me that a large Spanish
sloop had bieen seen, sailing direct from the coast of Florida, steering in the
direction of the island of Cuba; that it was believed she had been traffick-
ing with the Indians ; and that there had been no revenue-cutter on that
part of the coast for a lengath of time,

I enclosed to the late Secretary a copy of this report, accompanied with
a copy of my correspondence with Commodore Dallas on the subject of
guarding the coast. I referred him to the letters of the Commodore, as evi-
dence of his unwillingness to adopt my suggestions, or to correspond with
me on the subject, arising, perhaps, from an apprehension on his part that
I wished to assuine command over him, when my letters, as "I conceived,
furnished not the least ground for such a belief. 1 mentioned all this to the
late Secretary, and said to him that, if he would place two of the revenue-
cutters at my command, I would be answerable for all intercourse which
might take place between the Indians of Florida and Spanish traders.

It was in reference to these facts T said, in my letter to General Jesup,
when speaking of the conduct of the late Secretary, instead  of acting with
the promptness and energy which the importance of the case required,” he
referred me back to Commodore Dallas, (whom he again informed me had
been ordered to co-operate with me,) and suggested that [ might use, for
guarding the coast, one of the steamboats furnished me by the Government,.
which I termed “ crazy stcamboats” in my letter to General Jesup.

Now, sir, with more cunning and address than fairness or propriety, the
whole ground is changed.

After saying my remarks are “ deemed indecorous, improper, and unjust,”
the letter of the 7th of October proceeds to say, what every body knows,
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that the War Department has no control over naval operations ; and all it

can do is to bring the subject before the proper branch of the lixecntive,
and suggest the @ propricty of the appropriute measnres ;" that this had
'11\\'nys been done ¢ with the promptuess and energy whichl the case has de-
mandud, and that your (my) asstunption to the coutrary is entirely ground-
less.”

Fvery man of common nuderstanding will sce that this is an evasive
quibble, not very creditable to the inventor. 1 had shown the neeessity of
guarding the coast; I had asked for the direction of two of the revenne.
cutters for that purposc: in reply, the late Sceretary informed me that the
cutlers were under the command of Commodore Dallas ; that it was a del-
jcate matter to ask the Navy Department to have those 1 asked for placed
under my command ; and advised me o write to Comumodore Dallas on the
subject, when the copy of my correspondence with that oflicer was then
before his cyes, and, if he read it, must have shown him that such an ap-
plication was not the appropriate remody

Now, sir, did he apply to the Navy Department to have the entters placed
under niy dircction, or to have them otherwise so employed as to gnard the
coast ettectually 7 1f he did not, then my statement, that he did not act
with the promptness and energy whiclh the occasion required, was <'-'i( tly
true ; and ! might with propriety, in answer to the nllc<r.uum oi having

made a “ groundless” statement, retort by the application of a much suomrm
term.

If he did make the application to the Navy Department, (which it is said
in the letter of the 7th of October he never failed to do,) stll my statement
was not “groundless ;” because when he informed me that it was a delicate
matter to make such a request, and advised me to write again to Cotumodore
Dallas, I certainly had a right to believe he would not niake the application
to the Navy Department, or give himself any further trouble on the subject.
This charge, therefore, is fully answered. But, sir, one word with regard
to the revenue cutters, "which T was informed were placed under the com.
mand of Commodore Dallas to guard the coast of Florida. Where have
they heen employed? How daes it happen that one of them, the Dallas,
(according to the public prints,) has been lost on the bar of "I'ampico ? W hy
was she from her station? And why was she on the Spanish wmaiu?

Again : I am charged in the same letter, and in the same cawutions man-
ner, with making another statemnent, ¢ equally groundless,” ¢ respecting the
crazy stcamboats.” I said, in my letter to Genaral Jesup, that the late Sece.
retary had suggested the employinent, as a guard for the coast, of vie of
the crazy steamboats furnished me by the Government. The term - crazy”
was introduced by myself; it was not used as a quotation from the Sce-
retary’s letter, as every mau of common scnse would readily perecive at a
glance. I represented them on the report of the oflicers who command d
thcm, and who represented them as bemg dangerous in running from oie
port to another, along the coast, even in the most favorable wu.ulu r. e,
however, says that he « did not expeet me to send a crazy one.”  When all
were crazy, how could I do otherwise, if I'sent cither of them ?

It is said that the suggestion was made from opinions formed on my com.
munications. 1 will uot in the courteous lunguage of the dvpartnwnt say
this statement is emlrely “ oroundless 7 but no communications of mine
will justify the assertion, 'T'o avoid the dilennmna, it is said T ight have
chartered or purchased a steamboat for the service. In answer to this, 1's say
that no steamboat whatever would answer the purpose. But, while the
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whole West India squadron lay at auchor in the bay of Pensacola, is it pos-
sible that it could have been the intention of the Government that T should
either purchase or charter a steamboat to gunrd the coast—a service for
which it was entirely jnadequate ; and that this intention should have been
expressed i the snguestion that Iimight usc one of the steamboats already
furnished by the Government ?

Very respectiuily, your obedient servant,

, R. K. CALL,
General, commanding the army of 1lorida.
Hon. B. I Drrnen,
Acting Seerctary of War, Washington.

JacksonviLLe, December 16, 1836.

Str: Inomy last, from Volusia, Tinforred you that 1should, on that day,
(the 5th mstant,) deliver the command ol the army to General Jesup, in
ohedience to the orders of the President of the United States.  He did not
asstime the command until the morning of the Stli, although T tendered it
to hiny in fifteen minutes after bis arrival at my camp, on the evening of
the 4th instant, and was at all times ready to deliver it to him, until the
transfer of” authority actually took place. 1 mention these facts, as 1 will
not consent to be charged with one moment of the time after the arrival of
General Jesup at Yolusia; though Iintend no reflection whatever upon hirn,
as he deserves none.  In obediciice to your orders, I re-established the post
at Volusia, aud miade it a permancnt depot, which 1 should not otherwise
have done, as I found it, on examination, not euly out of position, but ex-
ceedingly ditlicult of access both by land and water.

Permit ine to ask, sir, if there was not a topographical report made of
this place, and the approaches to it, by the engineers who accompanied
General Fustis? and, if there was, why the departinent did not furnish me
with a copy of thul report, when | informed the Governinent, as early as
July last, of my intention to establish a depot at Volusia ?

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
R. K. CALL,
Governor of Florida.
The Hon. B. F. BurLER,
Acting Secretary of War,

ToroarariICAL BUREAU,
Washington, January 12, 1837.
" Sir: Inreply to that part of the letter of General Call, in which he
speaks of a topographical report of a part of Florida, (referring particularly
to the approaches to, and military character of] the position of Volusia,) 1
have the honor to state, that no report of that character, of that or any other
part of Florida, has ever been received at ti:is office.
Very respectlully, sir, your obudient servant,

Hon. B. I'. BurLer,
Secretary of War ad interim.
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JacxsonviLLE, December 20, 1836.

Sir: Before I close my correspondence with the department on military

subjects, I feel it my duty to lodge a complaint against Lieutenant L’kingle,
the quartermaster at Charleston, for conduct \Vhlbh in my opinion, deserves
the most exemplary pnmshmem So soon as I was informed of the time
when the Teunessce brigade would march from Alabama to 1lorida, I
wrote to Licutenant Lilingle to ship to this place, without delay, 75,000
rations, and a large quantity of’ forage, to be transported in vessels caleu-
lated to ascend the river to Volusia. I informed i, at the same time, that
the army would depend on those supplies, and that they would be required
in a very short time. My letter was mailed at ‘Tallabassee on the 3d day
of September. 'I'hc mail passes in five days from the latter place to
Charleston, and my letter should have been reccived on the Sth of Septem-
ber.  Idid not leave T'allahassee until the 19th of September, and yeot 1
received no answer from him; nor have 1 since doue so. [ instructed
Colonel Crane to write himn on the subject; but never have been enabled
to obtain any acknowledgment of the receipt of my letter; nor were any
of the supplies, so far as L can learn, forwarded (\"‘H‘G.ll)ly to my order. I
have proot, however, that my letter was received by Liceutenant L'Engle,
for, among other things, T ordered him to furnish four barges of a cerl.uu
dpscrlptmn to ascend the St John’s to its highest point of” navigation, i
case the Indians should retreat to the south. ~'I'he quartermaster at Savan.
nah by some rmeans (aud 1 know of noue other than my letter to Mr.
L’kingie) became acquainted with my wishes, zad had barges built. They
have been sent to Volusia, where they have performed much valuable ser-
vice. Mr. L’Engle, I nuderstand, is one of thosc officers (and, I presume,
you are apprized there were lmny) who we.e unwilling to ackunowledge my
authority to command them, and were deteriuined o thirow every cmbar-
rassment in my way.

But for the faithful and prompt attention of other officers of the Quarter-
master’s Departiment, the army under my command would have suflered
much from the delinquency of Mr. L’Engle. I hope, sir, that such con-
duct as this will not be permitted to pass unpunished. Had he been within
the limits of my command, I should have taken the most prompt measures
for this purpose,

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
R. K. CALT,
Governor of I'lorida.
Hon. B. . BurLER,
Acting Secretary of War.

JacxsonviLLe, December 20, 1836.

Sir : In the last annual message of the President of the United States, 1
find the following remark : « The result of the first movemnents made by the
forces under the direction of Governor Call, in October last, as detailed in
the accompunying papers, excited much surprise and disappointment.”

Not having been informed by you of the authors, or the nature of the
“ communications” mentioned in your letter of reproach, dated on the 4th of
November, or, through any source, of the character of the ¢ papers” which
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excited so much the “surprise and disappointment” of the President of the
United States, 1 have respectfully to request ihat 1 may be furnished with «
copy of these ¢ papers,” which appear to have been sufficiently important to
lay befure Congress, and this, too, before Fhave heen informed of their con-
tents, or had an opportanity of roplvmrr to them; thus forestalling public
opinion, and impressing 1t with a heliet of iy having committed great
oflicial improprieties, even hefore (according to your own statements, made

evidently under the sancton of the hishest authority) the President and
vourselt had formed a = definitive judament of my conduet.’

The President farther remarks, that a ¢ full explanation had been re-
quired of the causes which had led to this fuilare”  Now, sir, in common
Justiee, I have a right to expeet that my letter, in answer to yours of the
Ath November, wliteh contwns the explunctious required, will also be luid
Letore Congress,

Very respecttully, your obedicnt servant,
R. K. CALL.
Hon. I, I Brrnen,

Acting Necretary of War,

'Faruynassee, January 5, 1837,

Sir: On the 27th of November and 2d of December last, I had”the
honor to address vou,  The first letter contained my official Jeport of the
battles of the 17th, 18th, and 21st of November; and the second was my
reply o yvour letter of the 4th of Novewber, superseding me in the command
of the army, und, among other things, calling on me for a full report of the
canses which indneed me to retire to Fort Drane and Black creek, for sup-
plies, i October last. No acknowledguient of the receipt of my Jetters hav.
e come to hand, T hiave respectiully to iuquire whether they have, or not,
been received at )n.xr department ; on being advised by you that lhey have
not Leen received, duplicates shall be inumediately forwarded.

It is natural that 1=honld feel some curiosity to know whether the zourt
of inquiry, which I have requested, witl be "raxx(ed me, or not; and I hope
10 unnecessary delay will take place in giving me this information.

I an, sir, respectfully, your obedicnt qcrv.mt

R. K. CALL.

Hou. . . Brrren,
Acting decretary of War.

Tarvanassew, February 20, 1837.

S have the houor to acknowledge the receipt ol your several letters
of the 30th Decewber and the Lith 1.um.n)

My auswer to the first has been delayed ander the cxpectation that each
suceeeding wail would bring me the second, so long promised and so ani-
ously expected.

Your letter of the 30th December contains little else than copious ex-
tracts fromi that of the 4th of November, and of mine in reply, written on
the 2d of December 5 the oliject of which is to show that T had done injus-
tice 1o Lieutenant Mnnhcll, mentioned and referred to as authority in your
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letter of the 4th November, superseding me in command of the army. T’
am not so tenacious of my claims to infallibility as not to acknowledge.
.my error when made sensible that-one bas been committed. -~ -

T met with this officcr on his return. from Washiugton, and called on him

~ very promyitly to know what matters’ he had “elucidated” to my prejudice -
in his % vetbal statements” made to the Presideut and yourself. He satis-

* fied me so conchisively, by the frankness of his manner, and direct answer

 to my inquiries, that L had dedie him injustice in my letter of the 2d Decem-
ber, that § voluutarily, and without a nioment’s hesitation, gave him a letter.
acknowledging the injury, and expressing my regret that it should have
been'done,: - e RURT R e

- In your letter of the 30th Deceruber, yeu observe that. that part of it
which relates ‘to Lictteaant Mitchell will be sent 1o him, and that'it is not
doubted that T will take pieasure in extending o him ¢ the like justice”
which I invoke for myse!f..  1n-this, sir, you have not mistaken my disposi-.
‘tion. - Task no other justice, on any occasion, thun that: which I readily
award to others. - And [ regret cxcevdingly to- find that 1 am-mistaken in -

~lie hope I had entertained. that the ¢ Jike jusiice” would be done to me, -
which I so cordially aud chéerfully adwinistered to Lieutenant Mitchell.
"I'he injustice, however, 1 have doue to that officer, was- produced entirely
by the remarks contained in your leiter of the 4th of November. - You ob-

“serve, that on a more carcful perusal of that letter I will find that you did
‘not inform me that Listinany Mitchell had #elucidated” any rumor un-
Javorableto my conduet ur wtiuiy chusueter; that tlie observation is, faat-
certain events, iu respect to-which ample details had been furnished by the.
mails received. at- Washingtou prior to the 4th of November, had been
“further elucidated by the verbal statemuents” of that officer: - Now, sir, you

_ 1nust permit-ine to say that I do not find this to be cither the language or -
the meaning of your letter of thie 4th of November. In that letter, after
mentioning the rumor which had reached Washington of my march to the
- Withlacoochie, and back. to Fort Drane; aud referring to the statcments
“contained in_my letter of the 10th of October, the observation is, « It was.
confidently hoped. that this riumor would prove erroncous. - It was, how- -
cever; substantially confirtued by various communications received during-
the early part of th#'preseut week, which-also gave us the additional intell- -
~gence that Colonel T.aue, with the regulars aud {rienidly Indiaps under his -
command,-after marching from Tditipa Buy to the Witklacoochie, had also,
retiurned to Fort Draue; that the ‘i'chuessee brigade, having sustained a -
- serions loss in ‘horses, and  Leing destitute of forage, Liad -been moved to-
Black creek ; and that, in- consequence of thess untoward events, and for
the want of horses, transportation, and supplies, your operations are likely -
10 be suspetided for several weeks. The mils since, thoiigh they liave not
‘bronght us any communication from yourself, have furnished ample.details.
of all.these events, whicl have been still further elucidated: by the verbal -
statements of Lieutenant Mitchell,” &e.” This is your language, sir; you
-speak not of certain evers; but of all these evenis ; you give a connected
‘narrative of events, and observe that they have all been elucidated by Lieq-
tenant Mitchell.. Do what events do you allude? - Was not my retiring to
Fort Drane one of them? Did you not learn this event from ramor, as:
well as from the communications received, &c.?  And when you say, “all
these events' have been further elucidated by the verbal statements of Lieu.
tenant Mitchell,” am I to understand that you mean * cerlain events” less’
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than “qll 77 and that you are now at liberty to conclude any one of them,
to sustain the propricty ol your conduct, and to prove that 1 an wrong ?
“What may have heen your intention, I will not preiend to say; but the
terms in which vou have expressed yourecll to my mind convey lhe idea
that Licutenant Mitchell ¢ elucidated” all the unfuvorable circumstatces
which you mention, to my prejudice. I have concerved it due to myself to
say thus much in raply to your letter of the 30th December. 1 will now
take notice of smue of the statements contained in that of the 14th ultimo.
"This letter, sir, is not only diplomatic, but it is truly characteristic of the
high plol('\\lolllll reputation you enjoy. It is mnuch more compatible with
the character of the dexterous special-pleader, who sceks, by profussional
~kill, to evadea truth he is hot prepared to meet, than it is with that of the
“’.’l[‘ Minister of a great and enlightened nation. You have preseuted an
claborate araument to Justify lh(. course you have pursued towards self;
and while you palliate, you have repeated the charges contained ummst
e in your letter of the 4th of November.  After speaking of the tone of
my letter, and the feelings which I have manifested, you say that I have
more than once v\pxmsod doubts as to the \\'l”ll)'fl]O\S of either yourself or
the President to repair, even after the clearest ‘detnonstration, the wrong
vou may have committed. 1 most deeply regret, sir, to lind from your last
letter thiut my apprehensions on that subject were not entirely unfounded;
for while you are compelled, by the force of circumnstances, and the facts
disclosed in the course of my explanation, to give me a partial and
faint acquittal of the charges contained in your letier of the 4th of No-
vember, you endeavor to sustain your own propriety by a renewal of
most of those charges, though, in doing so, I fear, sir, you huave been
less accnrate thau usual in some of the statements you have made in
justification of yourself and to my prejudice. This, I am willing to be-
lieve, has arisen from inadverteney, and not {from dLsmn j for if you had
.pclccwcd them yourself, you could scarccly imagine that T would per-
mit them to pass wnnoticed.  After stating the object of your letter of the
1th of November, you observe that the « propriety of the call for explana-
tion must be determined by the circumstances kuown to the department
at the time: these were brietly communicated iu iy letter,” &c. You then
proceed to speak of the evidence in support of these circumstances, and of
my objection to that evidence; aund add, “a still further, and, if it were
needed, a more decisive answer, is to he t'nuud n the ﬁ_lcr, that, of the va-
rionus communications stated in my letter, there is not one which is not sub-
stantially admitted in your communication of the 2d ultimo, or in the ea-
closed copy of your still missing despatch of the 19th of October.” What
were the prominent circumstances in your letter of the 4th of November, all
of which you now say are substantially admitted by me?  The first wa
that I had commenced the campaion without first having taken e!.-‘cuml
measures to secure the needful supplies, &e.; the se cond w as, that I had
retired from the Withlaceochie without mal\uv_r i more .\(‘.‘ri()lls attempt to
cross the river and drive the enemy from his position ; and the third is. that,
by retiring, I bad exposed the frouticr to the invasion of the enemy.  ''hese
are the only #errcumstasees” 1 discussed in my letter ol the 2d of Ducem-
ber; and Lam sure, on more *deliberate? examination of my letter, Grongh
you held it so long unanswered, you will not say that I sabstautially -
mitted cither of them, directly or indirectly ; on the contrary, you must, in
the candor which you profess, say that they are all expressly aud most posi-
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tively denied. But, sir, I choose that my letter shall speak for itsel. To
the first # circumstance,” I made the following remark : ¢ Is the accusation
just, or can it be sustained in truth, that I did commence the execution of
this important campaign without first taking eflectual measures to secure
all needful supplies ¥ Ianswer, that itis not; and that the charee cannot be
supported,  In answer to the.second charge, | said that I would “ maintain,
with facts, that the passage of the river, with the means I possessed, and
within the time in which our supplics required it te be done, was a natural
impossibility.” "T'he peculiar phraseology in which this ¢ circumstauce” is
expressed, does not ailow of either an admission or a deniul.  But, under-
standing it to meau that I did not make a suflicient attempt to cross the
river, I have denied the practicability, and endeavored to prove it by a nar-
ration of facts, which, I still believe, will be suflicient with all thuse who
are not biassed in favor of a contrary belief by the interest they may feel in
sustaining the correctness of their own proceeding. In answer to the third
“circumstance,” that I had, by retiring, exposed the {rontier to invasion
from the enemy, I observed, “the apprehensions of the President for the
safety of the frontier, supposed to have been exposed by what you have
been pleased to denominate my ¢ retrograde movements,’ was entirely unne-
cessary, and mnust have arisen trom his want of information of the position
[ held at Fort Drane, and of the fact that the Jast scout of the enemy had
either been destroyed or driven across the Withlacoochie.” 'These are my
answers to the prominent circumstances detailed in your letter of the 4th
of November, which constitute the whole ground of complaint agaiist me.
Surely, sir, you will noi persist in the assertion that they are admissions of’
the truth of the “circumstances” to which they relate, although you have
said, in your letter of the 14th ultimo, that, of the various circuinstances
stated in your letter of the 4th of November, there is not one which has
not been substantially admitted. The only «circumstances” detailed in
vour letter of the 4th of November, which are admitted, either in my
official report of the 19th of October, or in my letter of the 2d of Decem-
ber, are my ill health, and the want of supplies for the army. But, sir, does
the want of supplies prove that the necessary means had not been taken to
obtain them? If so, it is only necessary to show that an army has been in
want, to convict the general in command of an error fatal to his reputation,
no matter with what success he might afterwards prosecute the camnpaign. - L
have shown, in my letter of the 2d of December, that the wants of the army
which T had the honor to command were owing to my disappointment in
not finding supplies at Graham’s camp, where I had ordered them to be
placed ; and 1 have shown that I had taken efficient and competent mea-
sures to have them conveyed to that point. The last fact I consider is fully
admitted in the following language in which you have expressed yourself:
«The various facts detailed in your report, in respect to the measures taken
by you to secure the necessary supplies, whilst operating on the Withlacoo-
chie, have been maturcly weighed by the President and the departisent;
we concur with yon in thinking that you had good reason to expect, when
you marched from Iort Drane, on the 9th of October, that the depot pre-
viously ordered to be established by General Read at Graham's camp
would be completed by at least the 16th of October; and we are, also, satis-
fied that the causes which prevented the establishient of that particular
depot, at that time, are by no means to be imputed to any act or owission
of yours” Now, sir, when it is {fully.shown that the want of supplics for
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" the army under my command arose entirely from: the failure to esiablish
~this depot at the time it was required-10.be done, one might have supposed’
‘that I wonld-have becn completely acquitted of the charge of having com-
menced the campaiyn without having first taken eff:ctual measures to pro-
- cure the nieedful supplies, and. that. no. error would have been imputed to-
.me for having marched to that point for-subsistence at the time 1 did. - But-
1o, sir; this could not be done : by acquitting me of this charge, your con- -
~vietion of ‘the  injustice of which 1 complained was the natural result.
- This nmst be averted, even at thie expense of committing an irréconcilable
inconsistency ; ‘and. on this suhject, you therefore add, “But it is due to~
candor, and it is called-for by the peculiar language of your letter, to say,
that it yut remains to be regretted that yon shonld have marched from Fort:
‘Drane with so scanty.a supply ‘of provisions, hefore you had ascertained -
_that-the projected depot—-a depot so indispensuble 10 the snecess of your-
movenrnis—hiad been detually established.” ~Yon then speak of my direc--
tions to General Reud, as involving several-distinet measures which might:
fail, from accidents beyond his control, and obscrxe, * 'T'here sceins, therefore,
to-have bheen awant of due c¢antion. in moving to a_position where you-
would -be thrown. on him for the snbsistence ot your forces, without first.
“knowing that -his supplies wonld cerminly be necessible” It is ‘admitted -
‘that L had ¢ good reason to expect” tiiat the depnt wounld have been estab-
lished at least by the 16th of QOctober ; and yet I am charged with having
-betrayed a want of due cantion, and an “error of judgment is imputed to-
“me” for having arched to that depot for supplies. ~Men are generally sup- -
‘posed to-be governed hy reason ; and when itis admitied that one has good -
“‘reason to helieve or to do any thing, it seemns iuappropriate to say that
~ there was ertor of judginent in’ believing or doing that which was dictated
by “good reason.” LT o
. - Lcannot fortear, sir, to offer a remark on the unfairncss (if you will par-
~don the expression) with which you have stated every-proposition discussed ”
in your letter of the 3Uth ultimo. = 1u speaking of my answer to the com-’
plaint alleged against wie for retiring from the Withlacoochie, you say:-
_“'The couclusions of.the President and the department on this part of the -
“case, if not'so favorable-as you desire; are yet sufficiently so to exempt yout- -
~self and the army under. your command from the imputations'which you
_suppose 1o be irplied in the call for explunation.”  1n a preceding part of*
that letter, vou labored most imnnecessarily to prove that the call for explana-
tion was proper; aud one of the proofs ot which you rely is the fact of my .~
having comylied with the call. This is a stringe deduction to be drawn:
‘from such a fuci: but.why prave that which was never denied? ‘I'he pro--
priety of that call was not.the matter in issue between usy-but the justice -
dr injustice of the censure so forcibly implied iu the expression of the Presi-
“dent’s disappointment and surprise at-my retiring from the Withlacoochie,
‘with so strong a force, without a wnore serious attempt to cross the river, -
~and drive (he enemy from his -position. You cannot be in doubt, sir, on -
this point; and yet you speak of ‘the * imputations” which I supposed. % to-
- 'be implicd in the-call for explanation.” Tt is much eusier, T will admit, to- -
prove a proposition which is not denied, than it is to 'sustain an unjust ac-
- cusation; even by the fictitions and unreal facts which yon have stated for*.
' that purpose.  After the very faint and unsatisfactory acquittal given in the
- Jast guotation from your letter, you proceed 10 sny : # At the same time, it
-3s y duty to remind you that the passage of the. Withlaccochie was effected
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»on the 16th of October (only a day or two after you abandoned the attempt)
by Colonel Lane, with-the regulars and Indiaus under his comiand, at a
place about three miles from your encampment, It wus also accomplished
ou the 13th of November, by your own army. These facts prove that the
difficulties of the passage, though at all times, doubtless, very great, were
not insuperable.” Now, sir, let us examine these facts: and, in doing so,
permit me to say that the first, on which you reply with such implicit con-
fidence, is entirely destitute of truth ; and if it ever had even an ideal exist-
ence, it must have been in the imagination of some willing witness for my
-conviction of impropriety. Colonel Lane crossed the Withlacoachic at the
shoals, twenty-fice or thirty miles below my camp—at one of the most favor-
able crossing-places known on the river, and not very far from Graham’s
camp, where I guarched in the hope of finding supplies. His passage was
not opposed by the enemy; and although his force was peculiarly caleu-
lated to accomplish this object, (heing all Indians, accustomed to swim at
all times, with the exception of 100 men,) it required a whole day to effect
the crossing: aud had lus passage been disputed by the enemy, notwith-
standing his advantages, it would not have Leen accomplished.  The want
-of truth in the first fact ou which you rely must render it unavailable for
the purpose for which it was inteuded ; the sccoud, that of the army under
my command having crossed the river on the 13th of’ November, doss ot
prove, by any means, that the passage at the same place on the 13th of
October was practicable.  You will permit me to remind you, as you seem
-¢0 have overlooked, forgotten, or disregarded the difference of circtinstances
which attended the pussage at the different times above mentioned, that they
were particularly stated in wy letter of the 2d of December, and cannot fail
to make an impression on the mind of any one who will atteud to them.
On the 13th of October I found the river swollen from rams; it covered a
part of the swamp on either side, and was swimming from bank to hank.
I found the enemy strongly posted on the opposite side, and oflering a de-
termined resistance to our passage.  On the 13th of November the river had
fallen four feet perpendicular, and was swimming only a part of the distance
-over; the enemy had abandoued the Cove, and no longer remained to dispute.
our passage: sull it was eflected with great difliculty, and four meu were
drowned in its accowmplishment. Tue difliculty of swimming wen and
horses over a rapid stream 220 yards wide, under « deadly fire, is too ap-
parent to require a comment; and, if it were not entircly impossible, it must
have been attended with a sacrifice of life which few cirenmstances could
justify, and would have rendered even victory itsclf a disaster: numbers
must have perished in the attempt.  Wounded men and wounded horscs,
obstructing the passage, would soon have increased the difliculty of cross-
ing ; and, if any had been so fortunate as to reach the opposite bank, few
would have becu able to preserve their ammuunition, and they would have
fallen easy victims to the tolly and madness of the general by whose orders
they were forced into such extremities. You may, by intuition, possess
that knowledge of the profession of arms which others have acquired by
vears of hardy service iu the field : but, adwmitting this extraordinary fact,
it is not very probuble that you, at the distance of one thousand miles, were
better enabled to judge of the practicability of crossing the river than my-
self, and the brave oflicers and men under my command. In every instance
in which you adwit the existence of any circumstance which may have a
tendency to render my conduct even excusable, you never fail to add sowme-
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thing to ncutralize the eflect, and render such admissions unacceptable ;
and, in this spirit, you observe that ¢ cogent and, perhaps, sufficient reasony
for the abandonment of the enterprise on your first movement are, however,
to be found in your total want of provisions (except such as your men
would not use) and other supplies, and in the great loss of horses your troops -
had sustained ; Lut this only increases our regret at the original cause of
these untowand ‘teircuinstances” ” By the provisions which my *“men
wonld not use,” I presurue you mean the cattle which 1 informed you 1 had
destroyed becanse they were nnfit for use. By what anthority do you call
these cattle provisions, when I have informed you that they were so misera-
bly poor that my hungry soldiers would not feed upon them? Your giving
the mnappropriate name of * provisions” Lo the loathsome flesh of these ani-
mals could not make it more acceptable.  But it may induce a belief that
I had a supply of provisions, which might have heen, but,which my men
would not use. ' With regard to the lost horses, 1 beg leave again to correct
an error into which you have fullen. My ariny had lost no horses at that
time, except such as had strayed from my encampment at night, and which
could not be found. 'Througlout your whole correspondence, you seem
to consider my march to Fort Drane, and the first expedition to the With-
Incoochie, as an entive failure, unattended with any circumstances to justify
these movements,  Perhaps, sir, on a careful examination of the resnlts, a
more favoralile conclusion may be drawn.  From the Ist of October, the
day on which Tarrived at Fort Drane, and from which the commencement
of my operations should be dated, until the 14th, the day of my return
from the Withlacoochie, thirty-three warriors were killed in our scouts and
skirmishes, aud twelve prisoners were taken—a much more important
resuit than has usually attended campuigns against the Seminole nation.
Another attending circumstance was the discovery of the Cove, the strong-
hold of the enemy.  T'his place had never before been known to any white
man. The several expeditions made during the last winter passed to the
the east and west of that place, without finding the retreat of the Indians;
and it was a matter of some importance to tind out their hiding-places. I
marched on the trail from Fort Drane without knowing where it led, and,
when my provisions were exhausted, I was compelled to seek further
supplics. :

In your letter of the 14th you have spoken frequently of the loss of
time which was occasioned by this expedition.  Perhaps, on examination,
you may be satislied that the time lost by my movements (if there was any)
could not have exceeded six or seven days at most.  Until the establish-
ment of the depot at Graliam’s eamp—a fact of which I was not advised
untl the 4th or 5th of November, (nud yvou have condemned me for
moving upon it before I knew it was cortainly established)—T had to draw
my supplies from Black ereek, a distance of about sixty-five miles. 1t
was the evening of the 8th of October before I could have little wore than
five days’ rations brought to Fort Drane, without a single grain of corn for
the horses. I'marched to the Withlacoochie on the evening of the 9th, and
returned to Fort Drane on the evening of the 171h of October, An ex-
press was seut to Black creek, with orders to forward provisions to Fort
Drane with all possible despatch.  The wagon-train was immediately put
in motion, and, althongh it was constantly employed from the 14th of O¢-
tober, it was the Oth of November before there was a sufficient supply of
provisions to enable me to move on the second expedition to the Cove, not-
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withstanding the whole Tennessee brigade, men and horses, were fed at’
Black creek during this time; it required thence twenty-one days to bring
to Fort Drane the provisions constmed in that time, and those which ena-
bled me to march on the second expedition. Now, sir, if it required twenty-
oue days alter'my returu, is it not fair to prestume that it would have re-
quired the sane length of time to have brought out the same quantity of
provisions before I moved ? 1If this is admitted, then it is evident that I.
lost only the seven days employed in going tothe Withlacoochie, and in re-.
turning to Fort Drane. But, sir, I will not admit that the time was lost in
which I killed twenty-three and captured twelve of the ¢nemy; and in
which I opened a road to, and discovered, the stronghold of the enemy,.
before unknown to any white man. The information of the country, de-
rived from my own observation, as well us from the prisoners, enabled me
to make the sccond expedition in a mauner which has not been censured.
One of the prisoners acted as a guide, and withont whom we should never
have become acquainted with the labyrinths of the Cove. This expedi-
tion of seven days was highly imiportant in another respect. It drove the
whole Iudian furce beyond the Withlacoochie, and relieved the frontier
from further depredation.  Until this was done, the Tennessee troops
could not, without manifest impropricty, have been marched to Black creek;
and had they remained at Fort Drane, they and their horses would have
cousumed forage and provisions as fast as it could have been brought to
them. Hence, it is obvious, sir, that the short time in which operations
were suspended was not occasioned by a prewature movement from Fort
Drane, but {rom my disappointment in not finding supplies at Graham’s
camp on the 16th of October, where you admit that I had #good reason to
expeet them,” though you condemn, as an error of judgment, my having,
acted under the influence of that “gocd reason.” After discussing the
special charges exhibited against me, you make the {ollowing remark : « And
with respect to your gencral operations, it is still a subject of disappoint-
ment and regret, considering the time and means allowed vou, that more
effectual measures were not taken for securing such supplies as might have
enabled you, on commencing offensive operations, to maintain the positions
to which you might advance, and to prosecute the campaign with steadi-
ness and vigor.” ~As no specitic act of impropriety is stated in the pre-
ceding quotation, I am at a loss to know whether it is to be regarded as a
general court, covering the facts alleged iu the special assignments, and in-
tended as an amendment of your declaration, or whether it is to be con-
sidered as presenting new inatter to be replied to, If the former, 1 am will-
ing to rely on the auswers I have already given : if the latter, 1 must say,
that, if it 1s intended asa reflection on my not having advanced depots with
the army into the country held by the cnemy, before marching to attack
him, [ cannot see the justice or propriety of such censure. 1f supplies are
to precede the army, or to be moved with it in such abundauce as to ena-
ble the general to ¢ maintain” the positions to which he might advance,
and to prosccute the campaign with steadiness and vigor,” without
falling back on any depot for support, my word on it, sir, vour army
will never overtake the enemy. If this is the rule you have prescribed for
the government of your geuerals in the field, be uot surprised, sir, if the
Seminole war, contemptible as it has been regarded, should continue yet for
many years. No general has ever been successful who has marclied on
such a'plan. An army encumbered with a heavy train of supplies will never
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march with suflicient rapidity to overtake a fugitive enemy ; and the
only successfil mode is to move with despatch, and surprise your enemy.
It was upou this plan that the brilliant and successful cnmpaigus of Gen.
eral Juckson were made; and the history of his Indian wars will prove that
after cvery battle he was compelled to make a ¢ retrograde movement” (if
you will please to call it so) to vliain supplies for his hungry army. In
another part of your letter, vou assign my il health as the canse of my being
superseded in command of the army, and appear to consider my animad-
versions and complaints on that subject the more extraordinary, since, in
the conmunication to me, and in that to General Jesup of the same date,
(a copy of which was enclosed to me,) the transfer of the commmand to the
latter was expressly attributed to the apprehiension that T might not be able,
in my then fecble state of health, to (iinsh the campaign with the prompti-
tnde and energzy demanded by the erisis. My health, sir, was truly very
bad, and iny sufferings were severe; but I maede no report of it to the depart-
ment, ax | entered on the eampaizn with the determination of closing the
war or peri=hing in the attempt, and. had L been permitted to renain in the
ficld, § should wost certainly have doae one or the other ; and that I was
still able to prosceute the camypeurn with some sueeess, T hope is sulliciently
proven by the resalts. Bat, sir, had my ili health been the only cause ‘as-
sizned for removing e from the eommnand, T shonld have yielded it to
Geueral Jesup with the unmost pleasare, and not a murmur would have
been heard from me on the subjeet; and it is weli known to the department
that I tendered him the command on his arrival in Florida. It cannot be de-
nied, however, that there were other canses stated in your letter of the
Ath of Novemtier, which were highly derogatory to my reputation ; and 1
regret excecdingly to find, sir, in vour letter of the 1dth ultimn, after ex-
pressly a'l-cing that ¢ the transfer of the command of the army to General
Jesup shontd be atributed to the apprehensions that 1 might not be able, in
my then feeble state of health, to finish the campaign,” &c., you should have
found it neeessary to assien othier canses Joss favorable, for the adoption of
that measare, Aficr speaking of the vight of General Jesup to the command,
(a right I never questioned,) you observe, « It is true the department after-
wards aceeded to the very liberai suzzestions of that officer, that, as vou
had p epared the plan of the campaign, you should be allowed to conduct
it; and had the condition of things remained nnaltered, the arrangements
probably would not have heen interfered with 3 but their condition had been
entirely changed by the retirement of the army from the Withlacoochie—the
suspension of offensive operations —the want of an official report from yon—
the short period remaining for the emplovient of the ‘Pennessee volun-
teers—the necessity produced by that canse, and other considerations, for
the utmost promptitnde— and, above all, by your own severe sickness.” These
are the canses which led to my being superseded in the command of the
army.  Aud pray, sir, let me ask. how does this statement correspond with
the one made in the preceding part of your letter, in which my ill-health is
assigned as the only cause of the transfer?  There is another part of your
letter in which T am so entirely misrepresented, that | cannot permit it to
pass without eorrection.  In your admission that the failure to establish the
depot on the Withlacoochie at the time I required it, was not to be attributed
to any fault of wine, you say: “ 'This rewark, however, must not be under-
stood as sanuctioning your complaints against the naval officers employed in
navigating thie steamboats.”  ‘I'he following, I presume, is that part of my
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letter 1o which you allude ; and, if my understanding is correct, it is against
the arrangements of the War Uepar!ment and not against the naval officers ;
it was so lmcndud and 1 think it will gencrally be so understood. « ‘That
the steamboat Izard should have been lost, may be attributed alone to the
arrangements of the Government in <clecnno' naval officers to navigate
steambogp!ts in narrow chiannels and rivers, who have been instructed only
in vavigiting ships ou the ocean.  flad tho Izard been navigated by one
skilful from fong practice in the management of stemmboats, it is the opinion
of General Read that there would have been no dilliculty in ascending the
river.” It is certainly no complaint against the naval oflicers who com:-
manded the steamboats to say that they were less skilful in managing them
than the common masters of hoats, who have made it their prolession for
years, and acquired skill by long practice.  'The commander of the lzard
had been on board of the hoat but a few days when the accident occurred
by which the boat was lost. I have not the pleasure of knowing him very
well ; but for Licutenants Johnson aud Harrison, who commanded the Dade
and Amcrlum, it affords e great pleasure to .\c\\l)owlcdm their worth as
gentlemen and oificers, and lhw are cutitled to my warmest thanks for their
zeal and promptitnde in the performance of the duties assigned them.  1f
you have any doubt with regard to the langnage in which L expressed my-
sclf, T beg you to e assured. sir, that my camp!.unt was agaiust the War
!)f'p'\rtmcm and not the naval oflicers ‘who commanded the stenmboats.
‘T'heie is another grour:d on which your censure hias bheen so repeatedly ex-
pressed, that Fcannot permit it to pass unnoticed, even in this long comma-
pication.  You charge me with having entered on the campaizn without
due preparation, and have speken of the leugth of time and .mmlo means
allowed me for that purpose.  Let us first examiue the #ncans” which yon
say were afforded me, and then L will offer a passing remark on the time al.
lowed me for preparation.  What were those ample means of which you
have spoken with so mch confidence? It istrue § was autharized to draw
on the ditferent depots, and to require of the Quartermaster’s Departinent
such artfeles as the service might demand; and L have shown that I prompt-
Iy procured these articles, and that I had advauced abundant stores as near
the country held by the enciny as they could be conducted in safety, until
I had a suflicient force to move forward and establish other Posts. ‘What
more could | have done?  Surely 1 need not inform the chiel’ of the War
Department that depots of supplies could not be establishied in the enemy’s
country, until I had an army to precede them, and open the way for their
reception. At what time did I receive a suflicient force for this object? The
Tennessce brigade was arriving at this place in detachmeuts, trom the 10th
until the 15th of September ; on the 19th they narched, and on the st of
October they routed the Indians at Fort Drane, and thence commenced
operations against the enemy. 'T'he vast tiwe, then, of which you have
so repeatedly spoken, is comprehended between the 15th of September and
Istot October.  In this time 1 warched two hundred miles, under the almost
vertical sun of I'lorida, at the most unhealthy season of the year, and placed
a large store of supplies in motion for the contemplated depot on the With-
laconclm where T had ¢ gaod reason” to believe T would find them, at least
by the 16th of Octoler. in order to show that no time previous to the ar-
rival of the "l'ennessec brigade was, or could have been, available for the
purpose of establishing de,pols for the supply of the army, it is only neces-
sary to take a view of Florida at the time Lentered on the duties of my
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present station. Your troops had gone into summer quarters ; and, from
the smallness of their number, could scarcely defend themselves from the
encmy, even in the posts which they occupied.  The volunteers and militia
from the 'P'erritory and neighboring States had been disbanded before their
term of service had expired, and our fromier inhabitants left 1o the mercy
of the savages.  When I assumed command of the army, under the orders
of the President, 1 found the Indians conquerors, and in undispnted posses-
sion of the country for more than filty miles above the boundary.  That
district, which at the commencement of the war abounded with stock and
grain for the subsistence of the army, was now desolated ; and the maraud-
ing bands of the enemy covered the whole litie of frontier for more than
two hundred miles. | struggled for four months, with the fecble means 1
possessed, to defend this hne, exposed as it was, and open to the attacks of
the enemy. At length the "Tennessee troops arrived ; and, impelled by duty,
as well as the feelings of humanity, 1 pressed forward without delay to save
the frontier from further slaugiiter. [ relieved it {from invasion. 'T'he war
parties of the enemy were cither destroyed, or driven beyoud the Withla-
coochie, 1 rebuilt Fort Drane ; establishied an important depot on the With-
lacoochie ; killed thirty.three, and eaptured twelve of the enemy ; explored
the country, and discovered the Cove, the stronghold of the enemy ; and
made all the necessary preparations tor a vigorous campaign.  All this was
done in thirty-four days, notwithstanding your repeated complaints of the
length of tiwe I lost, by my disappointment in not finding supplies at the
Withlacoochie on my first visit.  Ou the thirty-fourth day alter 1 com-
menced operations, you issued your orders, in triplicate, superseding me in
command of the army; and, althongh they were sent forth by swift carriers,
before they could overtake me the ariny under my command had made a
long und harassing march, had fought three decisive battles, and won three
important victories. IFor these services, sir, I seelt uo commendation, but
they certainly do not merit the censure of the department.

You say I have done great iujustice to the President. ‘Fhis, sir, I should
deeply deplore; for I would not he unjust, even in redressing my wrongs.
I entertain for the President the most sincere regard and respect, and I re-
gret most deeply that the remarks contained in your letter of the 4th of
November should have been such as to call forth terms of severity from
me; | wrote under feelings of deep excitement, and such as most men
would have experienced in my situation.  In your letter of the 14th inst,,
although I conceive you have by no means done me justice, yet you have
so far reduced the charges agrainst me as to leave nothing worthy of an in-
vestigation hiefore a court of inquiry. 1 am, therefore, contented to leave the
subject to be decided by public opinion, satistied it will do me justice when
the fucts are fully disclosed.  As you have caused your letter of the 14th
ult. to be made public, I shall send a copy of this o a friend in the Senate,
with a request that it may also be published among the public documents..

Yery respectfully, your obedient servaut,

R. K. CALL.

Hon. B. I. BurLenr,
Acting Secrclary of War.
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TALL AASSER, March 26, 1837,

Str: T heg leave to call your attention to the claims of 1. J. Wood, for
the charter and expenses of the steamboat Minerva while in the service
of the United States. 'I'his boat was chartered by my order in September
last, from my knowledge of the enterprise, experience, and efficiency of
Colouel Wood, who volnnteered to command her in person, and from the
peculiar adaptation of the hoat to the navigation of the Withlacoochie
river. Every engagement on the part of the “commander and charter was
fully and amply LOll)[)lll‘d with; and I hazard nothing in saying that this
boat rendeied wore important services to the Govcrnmem during her
charter, than all the others on this station at that time. 1t was by the
enterprise and perseverance of. Colonel Wood that the depot ou the With-
lacoochie was finally established ; and the delay which attended the accom-
plishment of this important oh_]c'cr in the first instance, was occasioned
entirely by the orders of General Jesup and Colonel Lane, by whom the
boat was required to make two trips from Apalachicola to Fort Mitchell,
in tr.mxporlunr the fricudly Indians, before she was permitted to procccd
to the Withlacoochie. 'The effcet was not anticipated by General Jesup;
but, until the arrival of Colonel Wood at the mouth of the Withlacoochie,
no suceessful attermpt was made to uscend the river and establish the depot.
Few persons possess more enterprise or public spirit than Colonel Wood.
Though pow’ssed of limited resources, he expended in the public service
near $12,000.  His duties were most Imlhﬁnlly performed, and it is a mat-
ter of regret and surprise that the contract on the part of the Government
has not been complied with. His accounts were presented for paywent, in
January last, to Licutenant Vinton, the quartermaster at this place ; who
declined paying them, as 1 unductood at the time, from the want of tunds
for that purpose. 'They were afterwards forwarded, by the cashier of the
Union Bank of Plorida, to Major Cross at Waslnngton, by whom they
were, as I am advised, referred to the decision of the Secretary of War.
1 have to request, as an act of justice to this meritorious geutleman, that
his accounts may receive your early and favorable consideration. It has
been suggesied that Colonel Wood’s accounts have been suspended in
consequence of his having taken possession of the stcamboat Minerva be-
longiug to the Government. [am at a loss to conceive how this can im-
pair in any degree the oblization of the Government to comply with its
contract. But if this circumstance has produced such an effect, or made
an impression unfavorable to Colonel Wood, I beg leave to male a state-
meut of facts, as I understand them to have exnsted which cannot fail to
place his contract in the most favorable point of view. Colonel Wood was
a member of Governor Eaton’s staff, and since has been one of mine. As
assistant gnarteriaster, he has performed much valuable service, and in-
~eurred considerable expense, without making any charge d"llllst the
Government for cither. Ilis boat was chartered on the Ap’xlaclncola to
go to the Withlacoochie, and he would have been entitled to the per diem
allowed under his charter, until his return to the place at which he was
chartered. Iustead of this, he was discharged at the Withiacoochie, and
made no charge in his account for the time expended in returning from
that place. Accondmrr to the terms of his charter, he was to have the
same per diem allowed as that which was given for other boats chartered
at that time. The certificate of Lieutenant Vinton, accompanying his
accounts, shows that two of-the boats chartered by him received $300 a
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day, and one of them $400; yct Colounel Wood has charged only $300
per day, although his boat performed more service than all the rest.  After
he had been discharged at the Withlacoochie, the United States steamboat
Lieutenuut Jzard having been wrecked, dismantled, and entirely abandoned
by the Government, with great expense, labor, and difliculty he succeeded
iu raising and repairing her, in such manner as enabled him to carry her
with some hazard to Apaluchicola, where she has been thoroughly re-
paired, and now, as I am inlorined, is in good order. That the lzard had
been dismantled, aud entirely abandoned by the Government, I refer you
to the report of her commander, Lieutenant Simms of the navy, to Com-
modore Dallas, which was published, and a copy of which may, [ presume,
be found in the Navy Department.  So little idea was entertained of
her ever being appropriated to any useful purpose, that I understand the
commnauding officer at the Withlacoochie permitted other vessels to take
from the wreek whatever they could find above water which was valualle;
and no doubt, but for the extraordinary enterprise of Colonel Wood, the
Izard would liave remained o wreek at the mouth of the Withlacoochie.
As a thing deserted, there is no donbty according to the laws und usages
of all civilized nations, Colonel Wood, or any other person, had a right to
take possession of and appropriate it to his use, But he was not willing
to do this privately @ he reported the circustances to Commodore Dallas,
and offered to reler to arbitration his right to the projerty, or the question
of what compensation he should receive for his labor and expenses in
recovering, repairing, and restoring the lost property of the Government.
All these facts, 1 believe, can be fully substantiated, aud are highly credit-
able to Colonel Wood, He has a right to rely on the good faith of the
Government in complying with its contract, and 1 hope his accounts may
be adjusted and paid without delay,

With regard to the steamboat lzard, 1 am authorized by Colonel Wood
to soy that he is sull willing to leave the whole matter to Le arbitrated by
persons who shall be appoiuted by Commodore Dallas, on the part of the
Government, aud by hiuselly and that he will abide by their decision ; or,
if the Government will pay the per diem allowed under his charter,
from the time of his dischiarge at the Withilacoochie until his arrival at
Apalachicola, with a reasonable compensation for his services, either as an
ageut while superintending the repar of the Loal, or as assistant quarter-
master in the service of the United States, and refund the expenses which
he has actually paid on the boat, that he will deliver her in good order to
auy person who may be appointed by the Government to receive fier.

Yery respecttully, your obudient servaunt,
R. K. CALL.

Hon. SecreTany or War.

s

T'arLranasser, April 29, 1837,

Sii: I beg leave to call your attention to the regulations prescribed by
the Governmeut for issuing rations to certain inhabitants of Florida, under
the resolution of Congress adopted for that purpose. By the 5th article of
those resolutions it is provided that rations may be issued to the suflering
inbabitants for one mounth after their return to their homes ; but that, in no
instance, should any one be supplied with ratious for a longer period than
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one month after the termination of Indian hostilities, The greater number
of inhabitants who have been driven from their homos have taken shelter
at or near the different military posts, where they have heen fed by the
hounty of the Government; and such has been the nnsettled state of the
country, and the danger arising from marauding bands of the enemy which
still infest the conntry, that very few of them have been able to return
home and plant crops during the present season.  In consequence of this,
they will be as destitute of the means of support at the close of the year as
they were when they first received the generous support of the Govern-
ment ; and, il the existing regulations are cwrried into eflect, after being
under arms during the whole war, and waking every sacrifice to sustain
the country, they will be compelled to abandon it, withiin one month afier
the termination of Indian hostilities, for the want of provisions.  Many of
them bave lost all they possessed ; and nnless thev are fed by the Govern-
ment uutil they have raised crops to subsist on, they must, from necessity,-
retire to the neighharing States, where provisions may be purchased by
their labor. Sucih a measure would add greatly to the calamities they have
already experienced by the war, and would retard the improvement and
settlement of the "Territory ; but as the resolation of Congress, providing:
for their support, leaves it at the discretion of the President to furnish the
unfortunate sutferers with supplies so long as he may deem it nee. ssary, 1
have respect{ully to request, in behalf of the inhabitants of IMlorida, that
supplies may be furnished to those cbracod by the reselanon untl the

shall have been able to raise a crop to subsist on.  The adoption of this
measure will save hundreds of men, wonien, and children from exf{é’r‘lib
sufferiug and distress. e

1 have the houor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
R. K. CALL,
Governor of Florida.
Hon. J. R. Poixserr,
Seeretary of War.

Tavnanasseg, Auonst 3, 1837.

Sir: Your last annual report to the Sceretary of War was made and
published to the world while 1 was engagerd in prosecuting the war against
the Seminole Indians. It therefore did not come under tny observation
until after 1 had been relieved from the command of the army in Florida;
and, subsequently, y extreme ill health, for severa] months, prevented me
from paying that attention to it which it required at my hands. I now
avail myself of the right of addressing you on thesubject ; and, afler com-
muuicating some intelligence, which you seem not to have received, and
after correcting sonie errors into which youn have fallen, I will ask you, from
the high place which yon fill as an organ of the Governirent, and as an
act of connmon justice to me and to the volunteers of Florida, to repair the
injury and injustice which you have done to them and to me, in the same
public and imposing manner in which the wrong has been conmitted.

In speaking of the battle of the Withlacoochie, on the 31st December,
1835, you make the following remarks: ¢ On the 29th December, General
Cligch, with six companies of regunlar troops, amounting to about two hun-
dred men, proceeded from Fort King towards the Withlacoochie, to attack
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the Semninoles, who were in foree on the left bank of that river. In this
expedition he was joined by Governor Call, with Letween four hundred
and five hundred volunteers of Florida.

“Ou the 31-t December, General Clineh, with the regular troops under
his cominand, erossed the Withlacoochie.  He was here attacked by a large
body of Iudians, and, atter a spirited engagement, the Indians were finally
defeated, and ed into the hatmocks.  n this afluir, it will appear that the
regular troops hore the brunt of the action; out of the two hundred troops
who crossed the river with General Clinch, fifty seven were killed or
wounnded, including tour otlicers.  Of the four huundred or five hundred
volunteers who had joined General Clineh with a view of aiding in sub-
duing the Indians, ouly twenty-seven men and three officers took part in
the action.  Why so many remained out of the action is not explained.
Had the same zeal and bravery been displayed by the whole foree as was
evineed by the reeular troops, there is litde doubt but that the war would
have heen teramunated with the battle of the Withlaceochie.”

Belore I procved to correet the errors in the foregoing statement, it is
proper that 1 should give you the necessary information with regard to
the organization of the voluuleers, the circumstances under which they
entered the service, and some of the iucidents preceding and attending the
battle.

The war witl the Seminoles broke upon the country with the sudden-
ness of light. “I'he army and the people were equally surprised and equally
unprepared for the conflict.  T'he regular troops were encamped at Tampa
Bay, and at the ageuncy in the heart of the Scininole nation, unprotected by
fortifications ol auy kind ; and it the Indians, instead of being diverted by
the rieli booty which the sparse settlement of the frontier preseuted, had
made the first onset upon the regular troops, few would have survived to
tell the melancholy fate of their companions. But, fortunately for them,
the savages were even more fond of plunder than of blood.  Their first
demonstrations were against the settlements in Alachua county, and its
unarmed aud defenceless inhabitants sustained the first attack. On the
6th of December | received, by express, a petition from the people of Ala-
chuag, informing me of their impending danger, and asking for succor.
Without a request from General Clinch, and “without authority from any
oue, orders were immediately despatched to the four nearest regiments of
my brigade, dispersed over a district of country more than one hundred and
filty miles in extent. They assembled with unparalleled promptuess. T in-
vited themn to the ficld, not to make a campaign against the Seminole Indians,
Lut to reccue the defenceless froutier from the grasp of a savage cuewy. 'T'em-
porary, but prompt and inuediate refiety untl other forees could be order-
ed by the Government, was ail I sought to aflord ; and Iassured them that
they should not be detained from tieir homes mare than three or four
weeks, Under this pledge, men from all the various pursuits of life sud-
denly suspended their business, and joined the standard of the volunteers.
Near two hundred and fitty were innnediately raised. "They were general-
ly without arms ; tie Governmeut had none with which to supply them;
and, on my own responsibility, 1 ordered stuch to be purchased as the mer-
chants conld sapply, which consisted principally ol small shot-guus, en-
tirely unfit for the ficid.  Supplies of every kind were required ; yet, not-
withstanding the great extent of country from which the men had to be
drawn, and the duliculty of transforming eitizens from the pursuits of civil
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life to soldiersin the field, by the thirteenth day after T received intelligence
of Indian depredations, the troops of Middle Florida, under my command,
had been assembled and organized, had performed a march of two hundred
“miles, and had auacked and destroyed a party of .the enemy- discovered .in’
~plundering aud burning a house within half a mile of Micanopy. A de-
tachment of volunteers, under the command: of the gallant Captain:McLe-
more, had that morning been despatched, at the request of General Clinch,
“to protect his provision train, then on the march to Fort Drane, and ex-..
posed to the most. imminent peril. They performed the duty ; protected the .
“supplies for the regular troops, who were almost destitute ; and arrived at .
_ the burning house on the road just after the Indians had been routed. . -
Notwithstanding the promptitude with which the troops were raised, and
“the rapidity of their-march, on my arrival I found the whole country over-
run and in possessien of the enemy. - Every house had been abandoned’;
- the Indians were masters.of the country ; the regular troops were in want
of almost cvery thing ; they had not fired a gun at the enemy, and, from the:
‘smallness of their numbers, were scarcely able to hold the small space of
"ground within gun-shot of the pickets hastily constructed for their own-
preservation. - - N S
" 'The volunteers of East Florida, under their brave commander, Colonel .
‘Warren, had been raised-on the appeal of General Clinch, - Many of them
were those who had been driven {rom their homes, and had engaged for no
“definite time. - I overtook and assumed the command of them on the 19th
December. - The whole force was employed, with great activity, in scout-
ing the country and driving out the enemy, as long as the trace of one
could be found. . After this duty was performed, there remained yet five or.
six days unexpired of the time for which the vclunteers from East Florida .
had engnged. - I was anxious to employ every moment to the best advan-
tage; and, as the guides spoke with the utmost confidence of finding In-
dians at the towns on the Withlacoochie, not more than. thirty-five ‘miles
from Fort Drane, and represented the river as being shallow and fordable
at that point, T proposed to General Clinch that a rapid and forced march
should be made, to surprise and attack the enemy at the point designated. .
The suggestion was adopted. Ou the 27th and 28th December the volun-
teers were recalled from the scouts, and part of the regular troops were with-
drawn from Fort King for-the expedition. ‘On the morning of the 2Yth
the whole army marched for ‘the Withlacoochie under the command of
.General. Clinch. The volunteers from Middle Florida, having but three
‘days more to serve, left their wagon-train and all their baggage, carrying
“with them four days’ rations, already prepared for use. They were equip-
ped te move with that rapidity so essential to the success of the enterprise ;.
but the regulars were encumbered with a heavy baggage train, budly ap-
pointed and badly conducted ; and suach was the sloth. of the march, that
we did not arrive at the Withlacoochie until-the morning of the third- day; .
although, upon the plan - originally proposed, it ‘might have been accom.
_plished -in twenty-four “hours. . On our arrival, the army was suddenly .
bronght to a halt, and we were greatly surprised- at finding a deep and
rapid river, presenting a most formidable impediment to our farther advance
into the country, insteid of the fordable stream over which we  might
' pass with scarce any.delay, which the information of the guides led us to
expect. On the opposite side an Indian canoe was discovered, and was
broughit across by two men who swam over for it.” The regulars immedi-
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ately commmr'ed crossmg, and allhouch thev nnly .unmmtvd to about two
hundred and sixty, it was near noon_hefore they had eftected the passage.
_In the mear 1ime the volunteers ‘hiad been engaged in driving over their
horses ; and a raft of green pnles had- been cnnelrnctcd on which some of.
‘the suddles were cnrned over; but.it'was so heavy, and sunk o0 dt.ep in
“the watsr; that it was ol but very hule service. .

- S su0a as the reguiars were over, the voluutecrs commenced crossing in.
the canoe, which, nuder the best inanagement, wonld carry only from five to
-seven pursons, two of whom were «vuu-r.nllv found yecessary to carry the

boat buck again ;¢ atid it required bailing every trip to prevent it filling with
“water., s to be remembered that the volunteers had 1o take their sad-
dles and saddlebags with thew in the canoe, and therefore couid ot cross
“with the smne rapidity as_ the rctruhrb, who m.nrc‘md in with their l\rmp-‘
“sacks on. their backs.

Snperum-ndnw the crossing of lhn mlnntecm in person, I pcrcencd that,

'irom tie slow progress they made, wid from the tiime previonsly required
by thi rezulars,vinless some other means of accomplishing the passage coiild
he devised, 1t \\umd consue the whole day. - On-aceount of -y pledge to
then that lh'"; should be perwitted to return the next day, when their term
“of service would be coinpleted. I was very solicitous 1o obviate titis delay.,
Faceordingly callid the attertion of General Glineh; alseady on . the south
side of the river, to a collection of dry logs, on the poiit of awistind; sitnate;
a shart distance below . the ¢rossing place, and. accessible from that bank of
‘the river by means of a ledge of rocks, and sureested ‘that, if they conld be.
“got into the water, they- would alord the means of <pt’cdlly construzting a
briduze from the north bank to the island. * "The snggestion was adopted ; und
‘General Clineh and his statf; accampinied by several of the. v.olnult‘er offi-
cers, repaired 10 tlie island ; and: wmle they we= angaged in. getting the:
Jogs aflawi, and T with a party of wen engazed in « -awing them across by
the aid of ropes, . heard. .rapadly. reiterated u.\clnumtmus from-the anen in
my rear—*the ludians are. cominy.”. . Hearing.no..alaruw from the opposite
side, and supposing the Indinns were. on the uorth bauk; 1 commenced: form-
ing the line facing 1o the rear, in order to recdive them.  In a few moments,.
howevcr, the Indians made, thvu‘ nppe-nr.mce ou the opposite side, just above
the crossing place. . The positivn of the live was changed at-that point,
and the ludius opened their Gre upon us across the river ; the tire was im-
mediately returned, and they lod. Al this oceurred hefore a oun was fired:
at the rezulars.” ‘Phey had ‘advanced bievoud the Tiver swamp about a:
quarter of"a mile, and taken o position in a small piece of open grotud, surs-
-ronnded by serub aud hammock, which cam.e-uled 1he enemy aund guve them
‘a dcided advantage in the contest, :
Whien the actinii commeneed, tiot more thair lhll‘l) or-forty of the voiun.
‘teers hud crossed the river, of whom a lurge number: were- officers. . Somne
of theni had swam over, and, being unable. to carry their. guns with them,.
were in'a defenceless sxtu.mou auiil supplied from the opposite side. "They
“marched holdly in to the fi ight, and behaved with as inuch lutroplduv as
-any men ou that field: . They formed a line extending from the iver bank
‘rearly to the left flank of the regulars ; and it was owm'r to. their position,
and the gallantry with which- they iouoht, that the recrulars were hot sur-
-rounded und ent off by the enemy. Drnring ‘the ﬁuln, the volunteers cous
tinued to cross as fust as possxble and join in the action. - Many attempted
10 swim the river,but in every instance, I believe, it-was found impossible:
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to cross in that manner, without getting their arms wet and their ammunition
destroyed. At one time I ordered the whole force to mount and charge the
river; bat it was found impracticable, from the cause just meutioned, and
the order wes countermanded.  Some swam nearly over, carrying their
guns above the water, but, from exhaustion, were compelled to drop them.

After the lapse of more than eighteen months, it is not my intention to
give an oflicial report ol the battle, or to cast reflections upon any one, but
to call your attention to certain errors connnitted in your last annual report
to the Seeretary ol War, and asle that justice may be done to the volun-
teers of lorida, so unkindly aud =0 unjustly misrepresented.  You have
said, ¢ of the four or five hundred velunteers who joined General Cliuch,
with the view of aiding in subduing the Indians, only twenty-scven men
and three oflicers took part in the action;” and you have said, “ why so
many remained out of the action, is not explained.”  1f the statement 1 have
aiready given does not afiord a suflicient explanation, permit me to say, sir
expressly and emphatically, that the volunteers who were not engaged re-
madzed out of the action bicause they found it utterly impossible to get into
i, A deep and rapid river separated them alike from the regulars aud from
the enemy.  'T'he river had to be crossed before they could participate in
the fight; and. the only means provided for crossing were a small raft,
found to be of little service, and an Indian canoe. The regular troops,
about twe hundred and sixty in number, were four or five hours in cross-
ing.  The volunteers, with the exception of some officers who ¢ assed with
the rezulars, had obtained possession of the canoe not more than thirty min.
utes before the ficht commenced ; «ud yet ¢ why so many of them remain-
cd out of the action is unexplained.”

With an appearance of great accuracy you state that “ only twenty seven
men and three officers of the Florida volunteers took part in the action.”
In justice to the gallant oflicers and men under my command, I am bound
to correct this statement, which I am enabled to do from my own personal
observation. I crossed the river during the fight myself, and arrived on
the field just after the Indians retreated. 1t was soon decided that the po-
sition oceupied by the regulars, in double file,in open grouund, within point-
blank shot of a dense hammock, with the right flank subject to be tarned
by the enemy, could not be maintained. 'The troops were accordingly
withdrawn into the river swump, and formed in a curved line, with a de-
tachment of volunteers on the right and left, resting on the river above and
below the crossing-place, sceuring our flanks, and presenting a front which
could not be broken. The Indians soon reappeared, and raised the whoop
along the whole lhinc, as if resolved to renew the attack ; but they found us
prepared at all points for the assault. To retire across the river in the
presence of the enemy was considered a difficult and hazardous undertaking.
General Clinch and myself differed with regard to the mode in which it
should be conducted. He proposed to move from the right flank, which
rested on the river very ncar the point at which we must cross; while 1
recomtnended a movement from the left flank, wheeling by files to the left,
and passing down the rear of the line to the crossing-place, thus covering the
men as they retired by those who remained stationary. The General then,
asked who should conduct the men across—he or myself. He was greatly,
exhausted from the fatigue of the fight. I tendered my services, and they
were accepted ; and he immediately alter crossed the river, leaving the fate
of the army in my hands, More than two hours were spent in constructing.
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the bridge and recrossing the horses to the north bank. Turing the whole
time, the Indians, by their whoops, gove repeated indications, not only of
their presence, Lbut of their intention to renew the attack. At length, having
the opposite bank completely manned to cover the retiring line, and the
necessary preparations being finished, just before sunset the liie commenced
retiring.  Major Bailey, at the head of about forty volunteers, with a firm-
ness and deliberation which would have done honor to the hardiest veterans,
led the way, followed by the regular bhattalion ; and the rear was brought up
by Lientenant Colonel Mills with a comnand of ferty one volunteers. T'he
success of the movement depended on the coolness aud firmness with which
it was execnted, and a better specimen of deliberate courage was never ex-
hibited on any occasion. Colonel Mills was the lust to cross, and before
he left the bank the Indians rushed down on the oppozite side.  You will
thus pereeive, sir, the injustice done the volunteers by saying that “ouly
twenty-seven of the men took part in the battie.”

But the injnstice done the ofiicers is still more apparent.  Yon have
stated (on what authority I know not) that but three of them participated
in the engagement.  Justice demands not only that this charge shonld be
repelled, but that the names of those brave and patriotic officers who fought
so gallantly on that occasion should be recorded.  Three of them, Colonel
Warren, Colonel Read, and Major Cooper, were wounded—the first and the
last dangerously. Colonel Parkhill, Licutenant Colonel Mills, Major Bailey,
Major Welford, Major Gamble, Captain L'isher, Captain Parish, Captain
Ross, Licutenant Hunter, Licutenant Stewart, Lieutenant Wilder, Lieutenant
Dell, Lieutenant Floyd, Lieutenant Chaires, and others whose names are
not now recollected, crossed the river before or during the action, and were
amony the foremost and bravest in the couflict, )

[ have yet to mention another important service performed by the volun-
teers on that occasion, which saved the regulars from havoc and slanghter.
It was by them, under the superintendence of Captain Wyatt, of Middle
Florida, that the bridge of logs was constructed, which enubled the troops
to retire with safety in the presence of the enemy. Llad there been no
other means of recrossing provided but the canoe, no one will pretend to
say that the movement could have been performed without great loss,

I am not disposed to disparage the merit of the olficers and soldiers of the
regular army. They fought bravely, and sustained themselves nobly. But I
will not permit unjust retlections to be cast upon the volunteers of I'lorida.
I trust, sir, the day may never come when, to sustain the fame of your
urmy, it shall be necessary to detract from the services and merits of the
patriotic but undisciplined citizens, who may volunteer their aid to the
country in the hour of peril and neeessity.

You have further observed, sir, #had the same zeal and bravery been
displayed by the whole force as was evinced by the regular troops, there is
but little donbt that the war would have been terminated with the battle of
the Withlacoochie,” 1 have endeavored to show, sir, that there was no de-
ticiency of either zcal or bravery among the volunteer officers or men on
that occasion. 1 have shown, and am able to prove to the world, that the
greater number of them ¢ remained out of the action” because they could
not cross the river to participate in it. T have shown that they did all that
could be done by troops in their situation.  After so many unsuceessful at-
tempts to subdue the Indians—after the failure of three of your most distin-
guished major generals to accomplish that object--after the united but un-
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successful efforts of your army, and the best troops of the patriotic States,
which have engaged in the war during a period of more than eighteen
months—it is for you to say whether you do not owe it to yourself, to the
army, and to the volunteers of Florida, to retract the assertion that less than
four hundréd undisciplined volunteers from Florida could, in one day, have
accomplished that which has baflled the whole power of the Government
for almost two years, and disappointed the expectations of the best generals
in our service. "There was one event known to you at the time you made
your report to the Secretary of War, which should have saved you from
the commission of this error, and saved the volunteers from the unjust re-
proach which has been cast upon them. You were fully apprized that the
veteran and gallant General Gaines, with an army of about twelve hundred
regulars and volunteers, of undoubted zeal and bravery, soon after met the
same enemy on almost the same ground ; that they surrounded him in a
fortified encampment, and fought with unabated fury; and were met with
distinguished courage and fortitude for five days and nights ; and that
General Gaines was finally relieved by General Clinch, who marched to
his assistance with five hundred men, many of whom were the same Flor-
ida volunteers whom you have treated with so much injustice in your of-
ficial report.  With a knowledge of these fucts, your remarks must be con-
sidered gratuitous and most extraordinary by every impartial observer.

I have endeavored to lay before you, sir, a statement of the circumstances
under which the expedition was undertaken, and of such incidents con-
nected with the battle of the Withlacoochie as will enable you to repair the
injury you have done to the brave and patriotic volunteers of Florida. I
trust, sir, that redress will be as ample as the injury has been unmerited.
Truth, justice, and the magnanimity of the commander-in-chiefof the army,’
all conspire to demand it. o

1 am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

_ R. K. CALL.

Major General Macoms,

Commander-in-chief of the army of the United Stales.

TaLvauasseg, August 23, 1837,

Sir: A number of gentlemen in Kentucky are desirous of raising a bri-
gade of mounted volunteers, for < months, to serve in the next campaiga
against_the Seminole Indians; and application has been made to me to re-
ceive them and to cemmand them in person. If not inconsistent with the
views of the department, I should be gratified to receive authority for that
purpose. 'This corps would be composed of the pride and chivalry of the
Staté, and 1 doubt not would render most important services.

Should the Government approve of the measure, I have to request that I
may be immediately advised of its determination ; and, in order to save
time, I have to request further, that a copy of the letter of advice to me may
be forwarded to Colonel James P. Walker, Russcliville, Kentucky.

1 have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

R. K. CALL.
tlon. J. R. PoiNsETT,
Secretary of War.
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TALLAHASSEE, Seplember 26, 1837,

Sir: Having corresponded with the Paymaster General for the last six
months, without producing the desired effect, I am now under the neces-
sity of addressing you on the subject of the unsatistied claimns against the
Pay Department in Middle and West 1*lorida.

There are many compaies, both militia and volunteers, which entered
the service more than twelve months since, and, notwithstanding my re-
peated and urgent solicitations to the Paymaster General, have not yet been
puid.  In addition to these, a considerable force has been employed, at dif-
ferent times sinee the Istof February last, in- hunting out the fugitive
Creeks, and in delending the frontier from the invasion ot the Semiuoles;
all of whom are yet unrpaid. "This is a grievance which has justly occasion-
ed much complaint: and 1 have therefore carnestly, bat respectfully, to re-
quest that a pavinaster may he ordered without delay to proceed to this
place and pay off all the elaiims against that departinent,

I have the houor to be, very respectinlly, your obedient servant,

R. K. CALL,

Hon. J. R. Pornserr,

Secretary of MWar.

TarLanassee, October 14, 1837.

Siwr : Although I have not had the honor of receiving an answer to my
letter of August last, on the subject of the order suspending the issue of pro-
visions to the suffering iuhabitants of Florida alter the 1st day of October,
yet I presume sote modification of that order has taken place by the in-
structions of the Department of War.,

I have received a letter from Major Jones, the quartermaster stationed on
the Suwanee frontier, from which the following is an extract :

“I presume your excellency has been furnished with a copy of the Sec-
retary of War's instructions, cxtending the issue of rations to the suffering
inhabitants after the 1st of Octoler in many cases, particularly to the mem-
bers of families under fourteen years, of those iu service, and indigent
persons, &c.” '

So far as it relates to Bast Florida, it was not necessary that 1 should have
been furnished with a copy of those instructions, as General Jesup will, no
doubt, with great promptuess, cause them to be exécnted for the relief of the
inhabitants of that section of country. But in West Florida, at a point too
remote to receive the necessary attention from General Jesnp, there are two-
counties (those of Washington and Walton) which T advised you, in my
former letiers on the subject, were invaded in February last by the fugitive
Creel Indians, and the 1habitants have been exposed to as much danger, -
and have suffered as much in the loss of life and property, as those on the
eastern frentier. ‘I'he population is sparse, and in indigent circumstances,
having no other means of living but those afforded by their stock of cattle
and the product of their small plantations. The greater number of those
capable of bearing arms have been engaged in offeusive or defensive ope-
rations against the Indians since their first appearance in the country, and
are siill so engaged ; for, although a number of prisoners have been taken,
and many warriors have been killed in the numerous skirmishes which
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have taken place, bands of the enemy still continue to infest the country,
and keep the inhabitants in a state of danger and alarm. - The people have
been unable to cultivate their lands ; hence they have made no crops, and
‘are destitute of bread, and their cattle have been greatly destroyed by the
Indians. ‘T’hose who have been engaged iu the service for the last nine
months have not received a cent of pay, and, from the extreme necessity pro-
- duced by the order suspending the issucof supplies after the 1st October,
they are compelled to sell their claims against the Government for the pay
30 long due them, at any discount which the extortionate may demand, in
- order to buy bread for their families. Even this resource is rendered less
available from the circumstance that there are no provisions to sell in that
part of the country, and they are compelled to procure them from a distance.
This state of things, sir, caunot long be endured ; and if they are not sup-
ported by the Government to some extent, until they can make a crop, they
must abandon the country to the enemy. Humauity requires that they
should be informed of their fate as early as possible, to avoid a protraction
of their sufferings by remaining in their present situation without the hope
of relief. I have to request, sir, that I may be immediately advised of the
determination of the Government on this important subject. Presuming,
from the letter of Major Jones, above referred to, that some relief has been
ordered by the department, I have, on my own responsibility, ordered the
quartermaster general of the Florida militia, as a tewporary relief to the
sufferers, to issue provisions to such persons as are designated in the extract
from the letter of Major Jones. [ hope this measure may meet with your ap-
probation ; but, if not, 1 shall meet the responsibility 1 have incurred with.
out regret, as it was assumed in the cause of humanity.
I am, sir, very respectfully, vour obedient servant,
R. K. CALL.
Hon. J. R. PoinseTT,
Secretary of War.

TarLanasske, October 27, 1837,

Sikr : 1 have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the
13th instant, with its accompanying documents.

[ regret very much indecd, sir, to be under the necessity of giving you
further trouble with regard to the non-payment of the Florida troops; but
it is a duty I owe to them and to myself, to place the subject before you in
its proper light, entertaining no doubt you will cause justice to be done
whenever you are correctly informed. '

The information given you by the Paymaster General, so far from giving
the intelligence you require, is calculated to produce the most erroneous
conclusion. Why he did not furnish you with copies of that part of my
correspondence with him which was necessary to enable you to under-
stand the subject correctly, I will not pretend to say ; but as he has failed
to do so, [ beg leave respectfully to refer you to the enclosed copies of my
letters to him, dated the 26th July and Z21st of August, to which I invite
your particular attention. It was not until I had failed to receive an answer
to the last, that I troubled you with the subject in my letter of the 26th

“ultimo. "These copies will furnish you, at least in part, with the information
you sought 1o obtain from the Paymaster General. They will inform you
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that the troops in question were ordered into service by me for the defence
of the frontier; they will show the necessity which existed for the order ;
they will explain (he reason why the troops were not regularly mustered ;
and they exhibit in its true light the conduct of paymaster Forsyth, who is
perhaps most to be censured for the delay which has taken place in the
payment of the Florida troops. With regard to the necessity of sending
the muster rolls to Washington before the troops are paid, as I conceive
there is no doubtful point involved in the case, I had considered this tor-
mality waived by the letter of the Paymaster General, dated the Sth of July,
of which the following is an extract: “1f there are no doubtful points to
be settled by the accounting officers, as you seewm to think, the payment can
be made on the rolls retained : but if there are, it will certainly save time to
have the rolls placed in their hands as soon as practicable.” I am advised
of no doubtful point in the case. I will, however, for your information,
state the facts; and if there should be, [ will, as far as practicable, conform
to the rules ol the department.  All the troops in question were ordered
into service, by me as the Governor of the T'erritory, and they have served
either in the campaign against the Indians, or in defending the frontier
aguinst invasion. Under the laws of the T'erritory, as well as those of the
United States, I am fully authorized to give such orders. The frontier of
Middle Florida has been harassed and annoyed by the Seminole Indians
during the whole war, and two counties of West I'lorida have been invaded
by the fugitive Creeks since February last.  For neither of those districts
has Genceral Jesup been able to give the neccessary protection, and I have
been compelled to defend them with troops levied for that purpose. Not
having had any regular officer under my command, I have been unable to
have the companies regularly mustered. I have frequently applied to
General Jesup for an ofiicer to perform this duty, and he has as often
promised to send one, but,owing to the want of officers, he has been unable -
to do so. 1 hope, however, by the time the paymaster arrives, this duty
will have been performed. Hitherto I know it has not been necessary to
send the muster rolls to the Panymaster General before the troops were paid.
1 speak with confidence on the subject, because I know it has not been the
practice. 'The troops that entered the service last winter, both in East and
Middle Florida, were ordered out by me. 1In the east they have becn
promptly paid; while in the middle district, with the exception of Myrick’s
and kivans’s compauics, none have been paid for more than twelve months.
Many who are poor have suffered by the delay, and not a few have sold
their claims, from necessity, for whatever they could get. Iivery thing in
my power has been done to procure the payment of these troops, but without
effect. 1 have now placed you in possession of all the facts, and I respect-
fully nsk of you the application of the proper remedy to correct the evil
complained of.
I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
R. K. CALL.
Hon, J. R. PoInsgTT,
Secretary of War.

Tavrrauasser, December 11, 1837,

Sir : Paymaster Mapes, of the United States army, has arrived at this
place for the purpose of paying the troops of Middle and West Florida.
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He has furnished me with an extract from the instructions of the Paymaster
General, from which he informs me he fecls much embarrassment in pro-
ceeding with the duties required of’ him. 'T'he following is the extract re-
ferred to: ¢ Care should be tuken that none but volunteers and inilitia
called out by proper authority from the Government of the United States,
and duly mustered in and out of service, be paid by you.” The Paymaster
General was fully informed by me that all the troops of Middle and West
Florida, entitled to pay, were ordered into service by me, as the Tixecutive
of the Territory.  1f there is to be a distinction taken between my authority
in ordering out the militia for the defence of the frontivr, and the ¥ proper
authority from the Government of the United States,” and none are to be
paid but snch as have heen ordered into service by the latter authority,
then the Paymaster General has sent his subordinate officer on an idle mis-
sion. There appears, also, to be some difficulty about the muster of the
men in and out of service. The Paymaster General has been informed
that, with few exceptions, these troops entered the service without being
mustered in, and were discharged withont being mustered out, because
there wus no regulur officer under my command to perform that duty. Tt
is now proposed to remedy this irregularity, as has been often done in this
Territory and elsewhere, by a muster of the men, although some of themn
have been discharged more than twelve months.  When this is doue, the
paymaster may not eonsider them as having been “ duly mustered,” but it is
- the only muster which can ever take place ; and if it should be decmed insuf-
ficient, I wish to be informed, in order that an carly application may be
made to Congress for redress.  But 1 hope, sir, this may not be necessary ;
and [ have the utmost confidence in the belief that you will order to be done
that which, from the nuture of the case, you may believe to be just and
proper. 1 have to request, sir, that such an order may be given, that the
paymaster and the mustering officer, (Lieutenant Vinton,of the United States
army,) may be uabled, without delay, to perform the duty assigned them.
1 have the honor (o be, very respecttully, your obedient servant,
R. K. CALL.
Hon. J. R. PornseTT,
Secretary of War.

TaLvanasser, Jenvary 17, 1838,

Sir: Thave the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 30th
ultimo, accompanied with a report of the Paymaster General on the subject
of the pay due from the United States to the militta and volunteers of Mid-
dle and West Florida. 1 regret exceedingly to find, sir, that further and
unexpected delay has been produced in the payment of these troops. My
letters to the Paymaster General, of the 23th of July and 21st of August,
must have informed him that the troops in question were ordered into
service by me; and the same information was expressly and distinctly com-
municated to you in my letter of the 27th of October. In reply to that let-
ter, on the 16th day of ‘November, you informed me that a paymaster had
been ordered to Florida for the purpose of paying all troops legally entitled
to compensation from the United States, and observed, “I trust your excel-
lency will experience no further difficulty upon the subject.”  On receivin
that letter, I had a right to suppose that no further embarrassment woul
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be presented. I was, therefore, greatly surprised, on the arrival of the pay-
master, to find him fettered by the instructions of the Paymaster General 1u
such a manner as to prevent him from performing the very duties you had
advised me he had been sent to Florida to discharge. .

On the 1ith of December 1 addressed you on the subject of these instrue-
tions, and am now informed by your answer, dated on the 30th ultimo, that,
from the information new in the possession of the department, it appears
that the troops, whose payvment 1 seek to effeet, were called out by me sub.
sequently to the period when I ceased to conunand the army iu Florida:
“ full explanation ol the necessity aud manner of calling these troops into
the service is, therefore, necessary ; and this will be immediately asked of
General Jesnp.”  ‘This opinion, so entirely at varianee with that contained
in your letter of the 16th of November, in which you inform me that a pay-
master had heen ordered to Florida with instructions to pay all troops
legatly entided, &e., and that you trusted I wounld “have no further ditli-
culty on the subjeet,)” appears to have been forined on the report of the Pay-
master General, containing an extract from my letter to you of the 27th of
October, which you had previously answered 11 the most satisfactory man-
ner. Itis somewhat remarkoble, sir, that the information contained in that
letter, when read by you, and when extracted by the Paymaster General,
should have produced such opposite and contradictory results,  The
language in which I addressed mysell was too plain and comprehen-
sive to admit of donbt.  1r stated, in express terms, that those troops had
been oiderel into service by me; and when you read my letter, you must
have undor:tvod iny mearing as perfectly as you did when you read the
extract fiom it turnished by the Paymaster General.  And yet, after receiv-
ing the exiract, you say, “(rom inforuation now in possession of the depart-
ment, it appears,” &e.; as theush the inforation had not Leen in your pos.
session before that time.  "i'lis furnishies additisnal proof of the little atten-
tion which has been puid to the repeated solicizations T have presented 1o
vou and the Payinaster General for the payinent of these troops in my cor-
respondence. commetcing on the Oth day of May last, and continued nuntil
the present time. .

Permit me to offer a remark on that part of yonr letter in which you
say that you will ask of General Jesup lull explanation of the necessity whici
existed for my ordering these troops into service. I entertain for General
Jesup the highest respect, and the best relations have subsisted between us
during the whole period of his command in Florida ; but, sir, so long as 1
am charged with the exceutive authority of Florida—so long as the laws
of this Territory require me, in cases of invasion or insurrection, to order
out the militia—so long as the army fails to give the nceessary protection,
and our citizens are murdered in their own dwellings by the savages, which
has frequently been the case under your administration of the War Depart-
ment—1I shall not hesitate to perform my duty, by orderiag the militia into
service. And 1 shall never, in snch cases, wait to consult the commander
of your arimy, at the distance of two or three hundred miles from the scene
where the troops are required, before 1 order them iuto service to save the
frontier from destruction.

My letters to you, to General Jesup, and to the Paymaster General, have
shown the existence of the necessity under which these troops were ordered
into service.  In my letter to the Paymaster General, dated 25th of July Inst,
when urging the payment of these troops, I observed, ¢ that Middle Florida,
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with & froutier of more than two hundred miles, has defended herself du-
ring the whole war, and, with the exception of a few months last summer,
(1836,) there has scarcely Leen a regnlar soldier encamped within her lim-
its.”  On the 21st of August I addressed him again on the same subject, and
observed, “1 have been compelled to defend Middle FFlorida against the rav-
ages of the Seminoles, and West Florida against the fugitive Crecks, with-
out the aid of the Government; not having eveu so mucl as a regular oflicer
to muster the men into service.”  Copics of each of these letters were {or-
warded to you in October lust.  On the 23d of August I addressed you in
the following terms: “You are aware that the fugitive Creek Indians, for
the last six months, have greatly harassed and destroyed a number of the
scttlements in West Florida.  Many of the inbabitants have been driven
from their homes, with the entire loss of their means of subsistenice ; and, to
relieve their distress, 1 have ordered supplies to be furnished them, under
the resolution of Congress and the regolations of the War Department, It
was necessary for me te assume this respousibility, owing to the distance of
the scene from the operations of General Jesup in ast Florida, and his con-
sequent inability to attend to it. - The local mnilitia have Leen constantly un-
der arms, and a nnmber of skirmishes have taken place with the Indians,
in which the latter have always been routed; hut, as the country aflords
convenient hiding places in every neighborhood, it is not yet relieved from
these troublesome visiters, and the people are unabie to retnrn in safety to
their homes,  “huost every male of that population capable of bearing arms
is in the service of the United States, engaged in scarching for and driv-
ing out the Indians.”

On the 14th of October, not having veceived an answer to the letter of
which the foregoing is an extract, I wrote you again on the same sithjoct,
and then stated : < la West Florida, at a poiut too remote to receive the ne-
cessary aftention froin General Jesup, there are two counties (those of Wash-
ington and Walton) which 1 advised you, in my former letters on the subject,
were invaded in February last by the fugitive Creek Indians, and the in-
habitants have been exposed to as much doanger, ind have suflered as much
in the loss ot lile and property, as those on the castern froutier.  "The popu-
lation is sparse, aud gencerally in indigent circumstances; having no other
means of living but those afforded Ly their stock of cattle and the product
of their small plantations. "T'he greater number of those capable of bearing
arms have heeni engaged in offensive or defensive operations against the
Indians siuce their lirst appearance in the country, and are still so engnged ;
for, although a number of prisoners have been taken, and many warriors
have been killed in the numerous skirmishes which have tuken place,
‘bands of the enemy still continue to iufest the conntry, aud keep the inhab-
itants in a state of danger and alarm.  T'he people have been unable to cul-
tivate their lands; hence they have made no crops, and are destitute of
bread, and their cattle have been greatly destroyed by the Indians.  Those
who have licen engaged iu the service for the last nine months have not re-
ceived a cent of pay ; and, from the extreme necessity produced.by the order
suspending the issue of supplies after the 1st of October, they are compelled

“ to sell their claitns against the Government for the pay so long due them, at
any disconnt which the'extortionate may demand, in order to buy bread for
their families.” ‘The information thus communicated to you ought, I'should
have supposed, to have satisfied you of the necessity which required me to
order troops into service. 1f 1t was not sufficiently explicit, official courtesy
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at least required that further explanation should have been asked of me, in.
stead of applying to General Jesup, who has at all times been too far re.
moved from the frontier of Middle and West Ilorida to give the informa-
tion required, even if it were proper to consnlt him with regard to the wan-
ner in which my duties have been performed. 1 have felt no disposition to
interfere with the military arrangements of the Government; and if the ne-
cessary protection were aflorded to the frontier, I should not order men into
service, .

If 1 have violated the trust and confidence reposed in me by the Presi-
dent of the United States—if I have ordered troops improperly and unne-
cessarily into service—I am responsible to him, on my commission. But |
canuot believe that he, or that Congress, will deny to the men who have
served under my orders, in defeuding the froutier from massacre, the com-
pensation to which they are justly eutitled,  After I was relieved from the
command of the army, I ordered « strong foree into service in Kast and
Middle Florida for the protection of the frontier.  ‘That the meusure was
necessary and proper, was fully proven by the fact, that, subsequent to the
date of the order, n number of persons, and, in some instances, whole fami-
lies, were murdered by the savages.  In my letter of the 27th of October |
informed you that the troops of Fast Florida ordered into service at that
time were promptly paid, without the formality of sending the muster-rolls
to the Payinaster General before payment. while those in Middle Florida
are still nnpaid.  "T'hat letter was referred by you to the Paymaster General,
and in his report on it, dated the 28th of December, 1837, he says: # I have
no knowledge of any troops serving under precisely the same circumstances
that have been paid, except those provided for 1 the second section of the
act of May 28th, 1836." It was certainly uot very courteous, when I had
stated the fact, for the Paymaster General, after ynoting my language in
his report, to say he had no knowledge of such a case; for,if he did not
kuow it before, my letter must have informed him ; and if he was not satis-
fied with its accuracy, he had the means of applying au unerring test-—the
muster-rolls on which the Kast Florida troops were paid.  One moment's
reflection, sir, would have convinced both you and the Paymaster General
that the troops ordered into service by me during the last winter could not
have been paid under the second section of the act of the 28th of May, 1836,
for the very reason stated by the Paymnaster General when speaking of the
payment of the troops in Middle and West 17lorida, because the provisions
of that act were retrospective.  But, sir, they were paid under the provi-
sions of the act of the 19th of March, 1836, which are just as applicable to
the troops of Middle and West Florida as to those of the Fast.  That act is
both prospective and retrospective. It embraces in its prospective operation
all volunteer or militia corps which have Leen in the service of the United
States since its passage, no matter by whom ordered into service ; and is
confined in its retrospective operation (provided for in the sixth section) to
those troops only which were ordered into service by the commanding
general or governors of States and of the "Lerritory of Florida, under au-
thority of the War Department. 1 do not, therefore, perceive the propriety
of the remark contained in your letter of the 30th instant, in which you
say: “ The appropriation law, which provides the only funds out of which
a payment of this kind could be made, restricts the application of the money
to such troops only as have been called out by the commanding gencral in
Florida, or under the express authority of the President of the United
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States.” And if your construction of the law be correct, why call on Gen-
eral Jesup, or any other person, for a full explanation of the necessity and

manner of calling these froops into service? for, no matter however dire
may have been the necessity, or however punctilions the formality with
which they were raised, not having had that © express authority from the
President of the United States,” the troops ordered into service by me, sub-
sequent to my being relieved in command of the army, could not be paid
without furlhcr letrlsl.uxou on the subject.  But, with due respect for your
opinion, permil me to xay that I find no such restriction in the law ; nor do
I believe that Congress, with a true knowledge of the situation of this "Ler-
ritory for the last two years, would have incnrpomted such a provision in
its enactients.  ‘I'he Lixecutive of the Territory, us the commander-in-
chicf of the militia, has, and from necessity must have, authority to cail
troops into service, at his discretion, to defend the frontier settlements when-
ever they are iu danger.  "T'his is an authority which has always been ex-
ercised, and has never been denied to any Territorial Governor of the
United States.  Aund 1 believe the present is the first and only instance in
which an ohjection has been made to paying troops thus ordered into ser-
vice.  Should T now “fail, after this full explanation,” as I have hitherto
done in my applications to you far the payment of the troops in question, 1
shall lose no time in addressing myself to another and a higher tribunal ;
and I shall not cease in my efforts until I have procured for the volunteers
and militia of Florida the compensation to which they are justly entitled
for their valuable services.

I have at this time near two hundred men in service, employed in pro-
tectiug the frontier against the Seminoles, in pursuing the Creek lndians,
and in guarding the prisoners they have captured—about ninety in number ;
and 1 have this morning heen informed by express, that, during the last
night, the Indians, within twenty miles of this place, attacked threc different
fuunhos, each of which lost soe of its members, with the destruction of
their houses and other property.  Enclosed is a copy of a letter I received
on this subject about daylight this morning.

T'roops are already on “their march in pursuit of the savages. They
have been promptly and hastily assembled; I have not waited to have them
“regularly imustered into service ;7 1 have not waited to consnlt General
Jesup, at the distance of three hundred miles ; but, acting on iy own re-
sponsibility, 1 have ordered out additional troops to protect the helpless
women and children from the midnight ravages of a savage enemy. Al-
though you may herealter call on General Jcsup for a “full explanation
of the necessity and manner” of calling these troops into service, I can.
not, at the present crisis, panse in the dmclnrge of my duty to observe that
"orm.uhlv When helpless females and lisping infants are perishing in the
flames of their own dwcllm'rs duty requires of me prompt and decisive
action ; and God and my couulry will, I trust, sustain e in the course I
have pursued.

1 have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

R. K. CALL.

Hon. J. R. PornNserT,

Secretary of War.
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TaLrauasser, May 12, 1838.

Str : I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the
26th ultimo, in which you inform me ot the measures recently adopted by
the War Department for the defence of the frontier of Middle Florida. It
will afford me great pleasure to comply with the directions of the President
to furnish such militia force as may be required by the officer placed in
command of the frontier, for the protection of its inhabitants. This I
have cver done, on the requisition of General Jesup; and 1 should do
injustice to that valuable officer were I not to acknowledge the zealous
efforts he has at all times made (with the ineans he possessed) to defend our
citizens from the attacks of the enemy. At my request, he recently ordered
to St. Mark's six companies of the 6th regimeut of infantry, which are
now on duty in Middle Florida. This force is principally employed
against the Creek Indians, who, after having surrendered and agreed upon
a day for their embarcation for the west, suddenly abandoned their camp
at night, and fled precipitately, leaving most of their baggage behind them.
They were nominally in charge of a guard of ten men, which was all the
force I had to control them. About thirty of the women and children still
remain in camp, and appear to be perfectly satisfied. ‘They inform me
that the others were induced to fly, from an apprehension created by some
desiguing white men that it was my intention to destroy the men and
confine the wamen in chains. The chief, at his departure, avowed his
determination to make his way to the Seminoles; and they retreated in
that direction,  But the necessary preparations have been made to intercept
them, and 1 entertain hopes that they may be captured or destroyed.
Their flight ereated great apprehiension among the neichboring inhabitants,
and I was under the necessity of ordering out a portion of the militia for
their protection.  'Ihey were all discharged, however, in a few days, with
the exception of two detachments, which are still in service.  One of themm
is employed in guarding the pass in the Ocklockney river, to prevent the
escape of the Creeks to. the east ; and the other in gnarding the prisoners,
and in preventing an intercourse between the Creeks and the Apalachicola
Indians, some of whom fled with the Creeks. 'They are without an agent,
and, finding them greatly exciied, I deemed it most prudent to receive a
few of the warriors into service, with a small detachment of white men,
whom I placed there to give confidence to the timid and restrain the
vicious. [ adopted this course after a personal examination of the situation
of these Indians, and from a conviction of its necessity; there being no officer
or troops of the Government near enough to produce any effect in that
quarter. 1 hope the measure will be approved by the department.

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

R. K. CALL.

Captain S. CoopPER,
Acting Secretary of War.

Tarrnanasseg, May 20, 1838.

Sir : T have the honor to enclose you, herewith, copies of letters which
I have just reccived from many highly respectable citizens of West Florida,
informing me of the re-appearance of the Indians in that quarter. Whether
they are a part of those who lately escaped from the Apalachicola river, or
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whether it is a different party, which has more recently arrived from Ala-
bama, [ am unable to decide. ~ But I ain disposed to believe they are of the
Jatter, as the former were traced, in the oppoqne direction, as far east as the
Ocklockney river, in the neighborhood ot which it is helioved they still are.
You will perceive, from the enclosed doctments, that the appearance of an
enemy in that sparsely-populated distriet has given rise to much excitement
mnony the people, and that they, as it is natural they should do, have called
on the Exccutive for protection. T'he laws of the "Uerritory, in such cases,
have made it my daty o order ont the militia for their defence. This duty
I have hitherto perforined whenever the occasion has required it and,
notwithstanding the cbarrassment wiich has resulted to me and the troops
} have employed, by the delay of the Governmentin paying them for ser-
vices rendered under my orders, T should not now hesitate in pursuing the
sasiie course, it 1 had the means of supplying them with forage and provis-
iong,  But this I find impossible.  T'hatsection of country which is threat-
ened with danger was, during the last summer, overrun by the Creek In-
dians.  ‘T'he inhabitants were unable to cultivate their plantations, and the
conntry is, in conscvquence, destitute of supplies. I should call on the as-
sistaut quartermaster of the United States army at this place to furnish the
neeessary articles, as he has done heretofore on all similar occasions for the
last eighteen months; but he has recently informed me he declines furnish-
ing any thing on my requisition for the Territorial troops not regularly
mustered into the service of the United States.  Cn the oecasion alluded to,
I tendered the con:tnand of the troops I had raised to Major Dearborn, the:
senior officer of the United States army in Middle Florida. He declined
aceepting of them, on the ground that he had no authority to do so. I then
requested him to order the assistant quartermaster to furnish them with the-
necessary supplies. 'I'his he also declined doing, for the same reason ; and
I have been compelled to purchase supplies for these troops on my own
credit and that of the Territory, while there is a United States quartermas-
ter and a public depot of stores within twenty miles of the place where they
are required. 1 am aware, sir, that the payment or non-payment for these
snupplies by the Government may iiereafter be made a grand question; but,
so long as my private fortnune will enable me to save a single famlly from
destruction, 1t shall be frecly expended. Thls, however, is too limited to
be of much avail ; and,in the case in which I am now called on for pro-
tection, when the whole resources of the country have been exhausted, I
regret that I can do no more than report the circumstances to the proper
department of the Government.

I am, sir, very respectfully, your ohedient servant, 4

R. K. CALL.
Captain Samuet. CooPER, .

Acting Secretary of War,

Copies of the documents referred lo in the letter of Governor Call of the
20th May, 1838, addressed to the Acting Secretury of War.

Sir : A statement was made to us, the settlers of Holmes Valley and the
adjoining settlernents at the C hoctawlmlchee river, by one of our neigh-
bors, named S. A. Posey, that when he was working in the field at Colonel
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Bryan’s ferry, on the Choctawhatchee, on the 14th of May, as he happened
to go down to the ferry flat to drink, he saw, when he rose from the
water, on the opposite side, a canoe coming out of a cut-oft that leads from
the Choctawhatchee river into a stagnant water called the Dead river.
Said canoe was occupied by three Indians, two of whom were just drop-
ping down ou their knees to take aim at him,  Seeing this, he jumped out
of the flat and iuto a ditch; in the same mowment, two of the savages fired
at him, aud, perhaps, but the tottering of the canoe saved his life.  Both
missed Lim, but one of them shot a rifle-ball through his hat, and through a
sille handkerchicly which happened to be init.  HHis position in the ditch,
and the advancing of the canoe, gave him now a fair chance to use his
rifle.  Te fired, and saw one of the savages drop down in the canoe; and,
us he did not see him rise any more, he thinks him to be killed. 'The
third ludian tried to shoot him, but his gun continued snapping.  Mean-
while he hud loaded his gun again, and shot at the second Indian ; but he
is not surce whether he hit him or not.  During this time the savages were
going back to the cut-ofi'as fust as they could ; but before they were out ot
sight, he sent another rifle ball after them, and he thinks that he hit the
hindermost of thew in his shoulders.  He states further, that after they had
fired at him, they shouted immiediately in that horrible manner which is
so well known as a sign of their hostility ; and, alter that, all the halloing
he heard was at the time the first gun fired again, which was answered by
two volleys on the other side of the river. =~

As we lknow the said Posey to be an industrious man, whose fortune
depends on the crop he Is trying to make in said field for the support of
his family ; and after scrupulously examining all the circumstances ; and,
finally, after the certifying of this statement by his oath, we cannot bnt
belicve it to be true. Moreover, six Indians have been seen a week ago
below the Cow-ford, and, for the last two or three wecks, the gun-firing of
the Indians is heard almosi every day by many of our neighbors. After
all this, we cannot but believe—nay, but to be finally convinced—that the
Indians are closc to our settlements, and that they have commenced open
hostility without any provocetion from our side. Thus we see our lives
and propeity again at jeopardy, and are urged by necessity to claim and
ask for that protection which the General Government promises to all its
citizens, and which you, General, in the special government of this Ter.i-
tory, have so readily and willingly bestowed whenever it was called for.
You well know, sir, that neither cowardice nor pusillanimity can be the
mntive of our request, as we always were ready to follow your call, as well
in the campaign against the Seminole nation as in that of our own frontiers
against the hostile Creeks last year.  But we are in imminent danger of
losing our crops again ; for if we have to go a-sconting every day, which
is necessary to protect the lives of our wives aud children, who will work
in the field and malie the crops? if we are compelled to leave the settle-
ments, who will give us support for this aud the next year? for you know
yourself; sir, that none of us raade a sutlicient crop last year, except a few
individuuls who had hands to work for them. With great anxiety, but
assurance of your knowu magnanimity, we look for immediate help.

Signed on the 15th day of May, 1835, by the settlers of Holmes Valley
and adjoining settlemnents. :
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Numes of the settlers.

J. B. Lassetter W. Tabor
Matthew Spikes John Regiter
Brenley Lassetter Silvester R. Cotes
John Miller Lewis H. Miller
Henry F. Boit A. W, Miller
Jesse (0. Smith John W. V. Long
John W. Crook H. A. Bright
James Wise Jumes Bright
Washington Wood Levi F. Miller
W. . Carpenter Danicl Williams.

CGieneral Cavrr,
Gogerior of the Territory of Ilorida.

Terr1TORY 0F F'LORIDA,
Washington county,

Personally came before me, the undersigned, a justice of the peace for
said county, S. A. Poscy, who made oath that the contents of the preceding
part of the within article is just and true, to the best of his knowledge and
belief.

LEVI . MILLER, J. P.
his

S. H. POSEY, «x
mark.

VaLramBrosa, May 14, 1838,

Dear Sir: T have this moment received information that an attack was
made this morning about nine o’clock, by the Indians, on a man by the
name of Posey, at Bryan’s ferry, on the Choctawhatchee river, about five
miles from this place. This man had gone to the river to get water; he
discovered three Indians in a canoe; he ran, on discovering them; they
fired two guns at him; one ball passed through his hat, just missing his
head: he got into a gulley in the bank, and returned their fire, and thinks
he either killed or wounded two of them ; he then made his escape to give
the alarm. I expect that the Indians have all returned to this place. I
have also heard that six Indians were seen last week at the mouth of the
tiver. 1 was lately informed that the Seminole war was brought nearly
to a close. 1f so, would not the Secretary of War be induced to send a
regiment to West Florida for our protection? If something is not shortly
doue, we shall all be obliged to abandon this section of Florida.

With esteemn and respect, I am, your obedient servant,
JAMES BRIGHT.

His Excellency R. K. Cart, Esq.

N. B.—My informant, Jesse B. Lassctter, bas no doubt of the correctness
of the above report, as he heard the guns, and saw the man in half an hour
after it happened. J. B.
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- S ... WasninNeToN, Oclober 4, 1838, -
. Sir: Iwas pleased to learn, from the conversation T had the honor of
“holding with you.this morning, that you had already anticipated the projio-
~sition I theu offered for re-estanlishing the inhabitants of Florida who have
-been driven from their homes by the Indians. - Thers is every disposition
‘on the part.of tiat portion of our people to-return to the enhivation of ihe
fields, froma which they have heen so long hanished, and to contribute every
thung'in theie power in aid both of the offisive and defensive measures of
“the Govermment agaiust the comuwen encmy.  Daviug the present year,
‘maay of thens, at the hazard.of tieir lives, and all they had left {rom the
Tavages of the enewy, retarned to their former plices of residence and
planted theiv erops 3 butgadter they were wore than hall made, they were.
‘compelled o retire before the encniy; and abandon-the fruits of their labor.
TThis, however, woilld ot Liwe ocerirred uader a proper military orraniza-
tion, which would have siven nmtnal aid aud protection . to-each settler.
The quantity of land Jirspared for cultivation on the frontier, particularly
Jin the eounties of Colitnlincand Alachua; iuclnding the plantations of the
large propricters, which have been abandoned, (wud will not, probably, be.
re-oceupiod and enllivated by slaves during the continuanee of the war,) is
sufficient to afford employrent and support for a number of men, not ouly
adequate for their own defence, bat to the protection of the froutier. By
occupying this section of the country, the ludians wonld. be driven within
more varrow limits, and wonld be greatly discouraged by sceing that which
they have conquered restored to the possession of -the white man. - Another
advantage which would result'to the Government from- pursuing this mea-
sure; would be the quaantity of wrain which would be raised in this country,
convenicnt to the seat of war, in the event of another campaign, and the
subsistence which would be thus furnished for an increased emigration du-
ring another year.  Forthie purpose of carryirg this plan into execution,.
I propose that General Hernandez, or such othe. vlicer of the Florida mili-
tia as may be desiznated for “that service, be authorized, under the orders
and direction of the commanding general, to reccive into the service of the
Uunited States, for twelve months; unless sooner discharged, such able bodied
men (not to exceed a brigade) Ti It Florida, as may enrol themselves,
‘inclnding the present frouticr setilers, and such as have been driven from
their homes, or others who are willing to locate themselves on the line of
defence. . "T'hus the owners of plaitations, il they think proper to reoccu-
py them, shall be reinstated in possessioir ; and those who have none shall
‘be located ou any waste or inappropriated land which may be prepared for
cultivation.  "That the whole furce, thus organized, shall be mustered into .
the serviceof the United States ; shall be entitled to receive the pay, ratious,
and forage, usially allowed to ofticers aud men in. the service of the Gov-
ernment ; und shall constitute a defence for the frontier from the Atlantic to-
‘the Suwanee river, and as far south as the Withlacoochie and - New river,
on the-sea-board. - ‘That all the said torce which cau.at any time be spared-
from military operatious, within'the limiis here preseribed, shall be kept
constantly engaged in" coltivating coru, and other articles of subsistence.-
That, while engazed in this service, they shall be divided iuto companies,
or such detachments as will be sufficient to give the security against the
attacks of the enemy, and shall. rendezvous aind - encanip. at” such- places
along the line of fronticr. as may be designated by the commanding gen-
eral, or the immediate communding officer, whenever it may be deemed ug-'
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safe for them to remain at their homes,  That the Iabor of cultivation, and
the dutics of the field, shall be distributed as nearly as possible equally
amorrrrier dilerent individnals, and each shall have, as fur as possible, the
benefit of his own labor ; but that they shall, at all times, whether engaged in
military service or in caltivation, be subject to the orders of the superior in
office, and be governed by the rules and articles of war.  Such a force as
thiy, organized on the plan proposed, wounld soon restore the population
which has been driven from the country, and-would form a powerful aux-
iliary to the army employed in prosecuting the war.

For the defence of the frontier of Middle I'lorida, extending from the
Suwanee river to the Ocklockney, I propose the orgunization ol a battalion
ou the same prineiple, to consist of four hundred mounted men, under the
command of a fizld ollicer; this force would be sufficient, and should be re-
quired, to drive out and to keep the Indians eutirely bayond the Suwanee.
This seciion of country being too remote from the scene of active operations
to enable the communding general to give it the attention and protection
which it has and must require so long as hostilities continue, I would
respectiully sugzest the propriety of continuing an oflicer of raunk of the
United States army in comuand of that frontier, with authority to receive
into service, from time to time, stich force as he may deem necessary for
defensive operations.  If Lieutenant Colonel Green, of the 6th infantry,
could be continued on that duty, consistently with the interest of the ser-
vice, he would not ouly be very eflicient, but would give general satisfac-
tion and confidence.

L am, sir, very respectfully, your ohedient servant,
R, K. CALL.

Hon. J. R. Pornserr.

Tavrauasseg, Jenuary 19, 1839,
Stir: T have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the
21st unltimo, and, agreeably to your request, I have authorized Cuaptain
Peyton, of the Quartermaster’s Department, to take possession of the public
buildings at St. Mark’s.
Very respect{ully, your obedient servant,
R. K. CALL.
llon. J. R. Poinserr,
Secretary of War.

TaLramasse, March 26, 1839,

Sir: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the
st instant, enclosing a copy of one to General 'I'aylor, requesting him to
antherize me “to call into service a ilitia force, of not exceeding three
hundred men, in cases of emergency.” You may rest assured, sir, that
I shall carefully avoid the least abuse of the wuthority yon have conferred
on me, and that I shall in no case call troops into service when it shall not,
in wy opinion, be necessury to prevent a recurrence of the outrages and
murders which have so frequently been committed on the dafeuceless in-
habitants of the frontier. ‘The recent occurrences in this neigliborhood

10
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must convince you ol the necessity of my being invested with the power
you have conferred on me.

I enclose you, herewith, a copy of my correspondence with General
Taylor and the oflicers of the local wilitia, on the subject of the defence of
the frontier, accompanied by a special message to the Legislative ¢Council,
communicated five days belore the commencement of the Jate depredations
in the vicinity.

I beg leave imost respectfully to invite your particular attention to these
docnments; they will give you a faithful acconut of the situation of this
Territory. I am well satisfied, sir, of your disposition to do every thing in
your power for the defence of the people of Ilorida, and J deem it necessary
that you should be correctly informed on the subject.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

R, K. CALL.

ITon. J. R, PoinserrT,

Secretury of War.

Exucurive Orrick,
Tallahassee, February 1, 1539,
Sir: [ transmit herewith a copy of my correspondence with the Secre-
tary of War, so tar as it has not already been published, and a copy of my
correspondence with General Taylor, in conformity with a resolution of the
Senate, passed on the 21st ultimo.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
R. K. CALL,
Governor of Florida,
To the PrEsipenT of the Senate.

DeprarrMENT oF War, April 25, 1838,

Sir: Within the last two or three months the department has several
times received intellizence of depredations committed by the Indians in
Middle Florida, and has called the attention of General Jesup to them, and
given particular directions for the defence of that portion of the Territory.
Recent iuformation of further depredations renders it necessary that some
further steps should be taken; and 1 have the houor to inforin you that the
commanding officer in Florida has this day been written to, and directed to
send an officer of rank and iutelligence to that section, with such part of
the regular force as can be spared, for the purpose of preventing a repetition
of those depredations, and, it possible, to capture or destroy the lawless ma-
rauders who commit then.  The regular force that this officer may be able
to take with him may not be sufticient for the accomplishment of the objects
m view, and it may therefore be necessary for him to apply to your excel-
lency for a portion of the militia to aid him. In this event, I am instructed
by the President to request that you will place at his disposal such an
amount of force of this description as he may require, to serve three months
unless sooner discharged.

Very respectfully, your most obedient servant,
S. COOPER, Acting Secretary of War.

His Excellency R. K. CaLy,

Governor of Florida.
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TaLrnanasseg, May 12, 1838.

Str: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the
26th ult,, in which you inform me of the measures recently adopted by the
War Department for the defence of the frontier of Middle Florida. 1t will
afford me great pleasure to comply with the directions ot the President to
furnish such militia force as may be required by the officer placed in com-
mand of the frontier for the protection of its inhabitants, This 1 have ever
done on the requisition of General Jesup, and I should do injustice to that
valuable officer were I not to acknowledge the zealous efforts he has at all
times made, with the means he possessed, to defend our citizens from the
attacks of the enemy. At my request, he recently ordered to St. Mark’s six
companies of the 6th regiment of infantry, which are now on duty in Mid-
dle Florida. This force is now principally employed against the Creck In-
dians, who, after having surrendered and agreed on a day for their embar-
cation for the west, suddenly abandoned their camp at night, and fled pre-
cipitately, leaving most of their baggage belind them. They were nomi-
nally in charge of a guard of ten men, which was ail the force I had to con-
trol them. About thirty of the women and children still remain in camp,
and appear to be perfectly satisfied. They inform me that the others were
induced to fly, from an apprehension created by some designing white men
that it was my intention to destroy the men and confine the women in
chains.  The chief, at his departure, avowed his determination to make his
way to the Seminoles, and they retreated in that direction.  DBut the neces-
sary preparations have been made to intercept them, and I entertain hopes
that they may be captured or destroyed. Their flight created ereat appre-
hension among the neighboring inhabitants, and 1 was under the necessity
of ordering out a portion of the militia for their protection. They were all
discharged, however, in a few days, with the exception of two detachments,
which are still in service.  One of them is employed in guarding a pass on
the Ocklockney river, to prevent the escape of the Creeks to the east; and
the other in guarding the prisoners, and in preventing an inlercourse be-
tween the Creeks and the Apalachicola Indians, some of whom fled with the
Creeks. 'I'ney are without an agent, and, finding them greatly excited, I
deemed it most prudent to receive a few of their warriors into service, with
a small detachment of white men, whom I placed there to give confidence
to the timid and restrain the vicious. T adopted this course after a personal
examination of the situation of these Indians, and (rom a conviction of its
necessity ; there being no officer or troops of the Government near enough
to produce any effect in that quarter. I hope the measure will be approved
by the department.

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
R. K. CALL.
Captain S. Coorer,
Acting Secretary of War.

DeparrmeNT oF War, May 20, 1838.

Sir: 1 have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the
12th instant, expressing your readiness to comply with the requisition
made upon you, by direction of the President, for such militia force as the
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officer charged with the defence of Middle Florida miay find it necessary to
call for: adveing ot the thght of the Creck Tndians assembled for cluigra-
tou to the west; of the consequent alarm of the citizens, and of” the meas-
ures vou have taken for their protection, consisting of the employment ot n
portion of the wilitin and of the Apalachicoln Indians. ‘I'hese measures you
express a wish may be approved by the departiment, under the iwmpression,
it 1s presumed, that such approval wiil legally entitle the troops so employed
to compensation from the United States,

"T'he laws relating to the employment of militia and volunteers prohibit
the payment ol any hy the Government, except those regularly mustered
into, or out of, the service of the United States, under directions from the
President, the Seeretary of War, or a general officer of the regular ariny ; so
that the formal approval by the department of the measures alluded to would
not eiluct the object for which it is inferred you desire it.  "I'he only way,
therefore, in which the department could legally bind itself for the payment
of the traops in guestion would be, to have mustered into the service those
still employed, and to have mustered out those who have been dismissed, if
they would assemble for that purpose ; and General Taylor, who has full
power, nuder his Jnstructions, to employ such an amount of force, and to
make all other arrangements necessary for the defence of Florida, will be
written to, and anthorized to adopt the above conrse.

Very respectlully, your most obedient servant,
J. R. POINSETT.

His Iixcellency R. K. CaLr,

Gucernor of I'lorida.

TaLLanasseg, May 20, 1838,

Sir: Thave the honor to enclose you, herewith, copies of leuters which I
have just received from many highly respectable citizens of West Ilorida,
informing me of the re-appearance of the Indians in that quarter.  Whether
they are a part of those who lutely escaped from Apalachicola river, or
whether itis a different party which has more recently arrived from Ala-
batna, [am unable to decide. But 1 am disposed to believe they are of the
latter, us the former were trailed, in the opposite direction, as far east as
the Ocklockuey river, in the neighborhood of which, it is believed, they
still are.

You will perccive, from the enclosed documents, that the appearance of
an encmy in that sparsely populated district has given rise to much excite-
ment among the people, and that they, as it is natural they should do, have
called npon the Exccutive for protection.  The laws of the Cerritory, in
such cases, have made it my duty to order out the niilitia for their defence.
This duty 1 have hitherto perforimed whenever the occasion has required it.
And, notwithstandiug the embarrassment which has resulted to me and the
troops | have employdd, by the deluy of the Governnent in paying them
for services rendercd under my orders, 1 should not now hesitate in pursn-
ing the same course, il 1 had the means of snpplying them with forage and
provision ; but this 1 find impossible. That section of country wnich 1s
threatened with danger was, during the last summer, overrun by the Creck
Indians. "The inhabitants were unable to caltivate their plantations, and
the country is in cousequence destitute of supplies. 1 should call ou the as-
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sistant quartermaster of the United States army at this place to furnish the
necessary articles, as he has done herctotore on all similar oceasions lor the
last eighteen months, but he has recently informed me that he declines fur-
nishing any thing on my requisition for the "Perritorial troops not regnlarly
mustered into the service of the Uinited States.  On the occasion alluded
to, 1 tendered the command of the troaps 1 had raised to Major Dearborn,
the senior officer of the United States army in Middle lorida. He declined
accepting of them, on the gronnd that he had no authority so to do. 1 then
reguested him to order the assistant quartermaster to furnish them with the
necessary supplics. This he also deelines doing, for the same reason 5 and {
have been compelled to purchase snpplies for these froops on my own credit
and that of the “Perritory, white there is a United States quivtermaster and
a public depot of stores within tweaty miles of the place where they are re.
quired, 1 wn aware, sir, that the pavment or non-payment for these sup-
plies, by the Government, may hereafter be made a grave question 5 but, so
long as my private fortune will enable me to save a single family from de-
straction, it shall be freely expended.  This, however, is too limited to be
of much avail ; and in the case in which Tam now called on for protection,
when the whole resources ol the country have been exhausted, 1 regret
that 1 can do no more than report the cirenmstances to the proper depart-
meut of the Govertment,
[ am, sir, very respectfully, your obedieut servant,
R. K. CALL.
Captain Samurn Coorer,
Acting Seeretary of War.

Wan Deveavreasest, Joie 2, 1558,

Sir: 1 have had the honor to receive your letter of the 20th ultimo, and
its enclosures. on the subject ol the appearance of Indians in West IFlorida g
of the fears of the inhiabitams ol depredations trom thens 5 and of thelir destre
ta be protected by a military force.

From your letter, it appewrs that your excellency is still under a misap-
prehiension as to the power of the department to make provision for the
subsistenee and payment of militie ealled out by vou for the defence of
Flovida.  "This is not a matter in whiclh the departnent can exercise its
discretion, it being limited to making provision for the waintenance of those
troops only which are regularly mustered into the service;ind for the pay-
ment of those sa mustered iuto or ont of the service, nnder directions from
the President, the Seeretary of War, or a general oflicer ol the United States
army. Itis still further restricted by the weans to provide for but a very
limited foree, as itis with the greatest difliculty that appropriations can be
obtained of Congress for even the smallest possible winount of foree neces-
sary for the execution of its duty of protecting the inhabitants of IMlorida
and elsewhere.  Henee the necessity of vesting the calling out of troops,
and taking other weasures involving expense for the defence of Plorida,
only in the general in command there.  Ample authority has been given
to General 'Pavlor to take every measure in his power to affurd protection
to the inhiabitants of that "Ferritory, as you have already been advised @ and
it would save time and risk if, i all exigencies ol the kind presented in
your letter, you would apply to hum for the uceessary foree, when he could
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either regularly raise additional foree, so that it conld be maintained aud
pad without ddliculty by the United States, or move to the point where it
15 required i portion of that already in serviee; and thus save the heavy
expense of employing uew troops,

Limmediately on the reecipt of your letter, yesterday, General ‘Taylor was
advised of the gronnds for apprehending disturbances in West Flonda ; and
he witl, withiout doubt. tuke sueht measures in reference thereto as the cir-
cumstanees way require.

Very respectfully, your most obedient servant,
J. R. POINSETT.

His Lixcelleney ROKL Carr,

Governor of Florida.

Heapavarrenrs, Army or Frorina,
Cump Walleer, (35 miles . I, of Tampa,) May 18, 1838.

Sir: "The command of the regular troops and the militia properly mus-
tered into the serviee of the United States, in Florida, having this moment
heen turned over to e by Major General Jesup, in compliance with in-
structions from general headquarters of the army, and, as a matter of
course, the management of the war against the qcmllmlos and other Indians
i this P erritory having devolved onme, Tdeem it to be my duty to com-
municate with you in relation to the sune, and hope to receive your co-oper-
ation, and a!l the information yon may be able to give me, which may in
any way tend to its suceessful and specdy teraiination.

I should very much hke, were it in my power to do so, to have a personal
interview with yvouy as many subjects might be discuss<ed and decided on,
in regard to carrying on said war, which cannot be so well done by letter;
and would visit Tallahassee for that purpose, did my engagements and
health, which is not very good at this mowment, permit.

My first object during the sickly season will be 1o afford protection to
the persons and property of the exposed frontier inhabitants of the conntry,
and preserve, as far as it can be done, the health of the troops for active
operations, as soon as the season will |ust|fy the measure ; and I flutter my-
self that 1 shalil, for the most part, be able to etlect the hrst with the regulur
troaps placed under my orders, (which amount to twenty six cotnpanies of
infantry, and four of dragoons,) as soon as they can be placed in the several
positions they should oceupy, and that portion of the 6th infantry, recently
ordered to St. Mark’s to aid in emigrating some refugee Creeks who are
somewhere in Middle Florida, get throngh with that duty, which, 1 trust,
has or will be very snon successtully accomplished.

It appears to me that, in the first place, the hostiles should ail be driven
to the east and south of St. Augustine and the road Jeading from Tampa
Bay to Fort King and Garey’s Ferr_v, and kept there until they could be
forced to emigrate.  Could the first be done (which there 1s no doubt of ) it
would at ouce relieve the settiements of every portion ot Ilorida worth
protecting, and, cutting off all intercourse with them by land and water,
would, in a very shml time, compcl them to leave the conntry which can-
not be accomplished by coercion, for some time at least, and then at an
enormous expense of life (owing to the climate) as well as of treasure ; but
ou this subject I shall be ever ready to change my views, the moment
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am convineced that they are erroneous or founded in error. T am now here
engaged in collecting a portion of the Sewinoles for emigration, where [
expeet to be detained some eiht or ten days, when 1shall proceed to Tanipa,
and from thence to visit the several posts to the north and east of that
place, within the limits of my command.  "There are now in my camp three
hundred and thirty Seminoles, men, women, and children, and thirty-five
negroes ; among the former are wmauy of their principal men. Should £
succeed in getting them to leave the country without having to resort to
force, 1 feel confident the greater portion of that tribe now out will very
soon follow them, and hope the most of the Mickusukies, "Tallahassces,
&e.. will ere long follow their example.

With great respect and esteem, your obedient servant,

7. TAYLOR,
Brig. General U. N, Jdrmy, commanding.
1lis Eixcellency R. K. Caru,
Governor of Florida.

TarLLanassee, June 26, 1838,

Sure: T have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the
1Sth ultimo, 1 congratulate you on your suceession to the command of
the army in l-lnnda, and I assare you it will aflord e great pleasure to
co-operate with you in the prosecution of the war against the Seminoles,
aud to render you auy service in my power to hnn_s: it to a speedy and
successful termination. 1 shonld be happy to have a personal interview
with you, and will endeavor to visit vonr headquarters before the opening
of the next campaign.  Your plans for the summer are such, generally, as
prudence and judgment would dietate.  The preservation of the health of
the troops is reqnired by humanity, as well as policy, in order to render
them cflicient at the opening of the caunpaign in the fall.  Bat T entertain
a belief that the enemy may be ureatly harassed during the summer, with-
out mmch expense or inconvenicnce to the troops. [t has been reported to
me (but [ cannot vouch for the correctness of the intelligence) that the In-
dians are cultivating corn at the old town on the Withlacoochie, A de-
tachment of 500 meunted men, by a prompt and energetic movement,
could, in a very few davs. overrun all that section of country, surprise the
Indiuns in (,xpmvd sitnations, und in small parties, before they could eseape
or imbody in the swainps ; nany of them might be killed or captured, and
their crops, if they have any, destroyed. Such result would produce on
them a much more decided and favorable impression than those arising
from the most success(ul delensive measures, and would be in accordance
with that part of your plan in which yon propose to drive the enemy south
of St. Augustine, and east of the road from Fort King to "Tampa Bay.
The people of Alachua and Columbia are very anxious for this expedition,
and I have been offered a suflicient number of volunteers from these coun-
ties for the service.  Should you think favorably of it, you will please ad-
dress Colonel Robert Brown and Lieut. Colonel Simon Beckham, on the
subjeet, at Newnansville.  'T'o save time on this, as well as on all other oc-
casions, when you may require the aid of a militia or volunteer force, the
officers of ast Florida will be ordered to comply with your requisition on
them, without the formality of applying to me, which, from the distance
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“that intervencs, must - be nlw'nys attended with delay. ~The troops of that
section are acquaimted with the enemy and the conntry ; they are inured to
the climate, and willing to operate durini. the sumimer. aud I believe, may
reuder a very iimportant service. ~ At this season of the’ yeer, the Indians

Tare "mwr.dly to be found in the open couutry ; they do not expect i at.
tack, and niy, therefore, he surprised by J'.lpld wovements and cut ofl,
By’ harassing und constantly aunoying them, they will sooner hecome tired

of the war, ulld he cmll(.ulﬂl to' ctigrate, . "I'he- horses, ut this season of -
the year, m.w Lie. subsisted ongrass daring an (.*qxcd'tmn of 10 or 15 days.-
Five or six hundred mounted men will be stroug enough to go anvwhere,
and iy harass the enemy during the whole summer, and leave the e (-
Jar foree fresh for d systematic campaign in the fall. 1 have thought proper
to uifer-these sngestions for yonr consideration, #hd hope you will call on
mic for sny assistance [ may bie enzibled to furnish you. '
o Lo, siry urv rt~ptcl|’n|l\' vour obedient servant, .
‘ : R. K. CAlLL.
- General 7.7 A\TUR. C
‘ - oniinanding army in I Zurn/a

Hl \D(wAWH R, A RMY OF THE Sovrn,
Amrmlu- river, wear the IIIlIllI’l qf the Swcannecucher,
Cump Gilmer, Ware connty, Georgiu, July 14, 1838

Stwe: T have the honor 1o acknowledge the ‘receipt of your letter of the
26th ultimo, and thank you for your con'rr.nuldlmmuu my sticeession to the
“cointand in lmnd.u, which, Tam free tosay, was neither asked for nor
desired, as there is but httle o e acynired in the way of reputation, whether .
suceesstul or otherwise. 1 have, however, entered on the duties appertain-
ing to the samie with ze 4l| if ‘not with ability ; and shall leave nothing un.
_dom-, so far as devotion and._ éxertion go, to bring the war 10 a speedy ter-
mination ; and, at the same lime, will re Imquhh with more pleasure, the
comnuand 10 any one the Government iy think proper. to supersede me -
than 1 felt on assuniing it. .~ 1 aiso thank you for-the prompt manner you
have ordered the nnlm.t of East Florida to aid me, should I require their
services, without a formal calling on the Executive;as well-as your willing-
‘ness 10 co.operate with we iu any other way which may have the effeet of
‘terminating the war in question.  On the subject of a movement by the
wilitia of Alachua and Columbia countics against the Indiaus, supposed to-
be planting on the Withlacouchie, alluded o by you, I h'lve to state that
Lieutenant Colon¢l Harney was ordtred previous to ‘the receipt of your
commum(almu, to exainine (with the dr.umom) that section of country. It.
is; lhureiure, utinecessary for them to make such an expedition. - 1 deem it
‘bad policy to order tie wilitia out, without the chances are greatly in favor -
of their effecting something against the enemy ; as every falure serves not
only to dlavnur.we them, but to canbolden the latter, as well as to liring into
disrepute with the country that dc.scrlpnmx of force; and as there is no cer-
" taiuty of the liestiles even being in-that quarter, lcoxmder the ascertain.
ing that fact had better be lelt to s the regular troops. Notwithstanding no .
one enleriains a higher opinion than [ do of the zeal, devotion, and conr-
age of the militia ol l‘londa, yet 1 a ducndedly opposed to calimg into the
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service any portion of those of East Florida, farther than as guides and
spies 5 for, were they to perform the duties which ought to be required of
them, they muast be retioved from their families, leaving themn at the imerey
of the hostiles, besides nterfering with the cultivation of their plantations,
which should be eneouraged by the Government, even should it be neces-
sary to do so by eranting a moderate: bounty on every bushel of corn they
raised. besides alfording them every possible protection, which. if it cannot
e done hy thc recnlar troops, should be done by the militia taken from the
nost popu |unl\uf the ‘Territory, where no danger is to be appre hended,
or from the dJmnln;_r Stutes. But u-mpl-»\m«r the militia of Fast Florida to
carry on the war, which must he done to the total neglect of agricualture,
will produce consequences little short of its being overrun by the enemy.

As the immense oxtent of country over which the few inhabitants are
seattered, and the distances many of them are {rom water commmunication,
where depots may be made, the imaking up of the enemy into small parties,
and locating themselves inswamps ¢ nd hammocks, where it is alimost impos-
sible to reach them, and the ditliculty of transporting provisions alone to sus-
tain the troops emplayed for their protection, would almost justity the aban-
donnient of the country, the speediest and most eflectnal way of termi-
nating this war would be, in my humble opinion, by encouraging the
settleiment of the country hv every means.

1 consequence of a nunber of Indians having taken refuge in the Olke-
fenolkee swamp. have located one company of dragoons and one of infantry
at this point, and shal! establish one company of infantry midway between
this and ‘Prader’s hill, and one of dragcons on the opposite side of this, in
the neivhiborhood of Wareshoro'.

"T'his force, I flatter myself, in addition to a eompany of militia just ergan-
ized along the line between Georgia and Florida, near the « Okefenokce,”
(to aet as gnides and spies.) will aflord wmple protection to the exposed in-
habitints aronnd and near the sane.  Should this nat be the case, such ad-
ditional companies of militia as may be necessary will be called into service
from the State of Georgia.  'I'he regular troops have not, nor will they be,
kept in action doring the suinmer, but will be kept constautly employed in
harassing and cutting up the enemy wherever he can be reached.  Lien-
tenant Colonel Haruey has just returned from an expedition up the St
Joh's, (some SO or 100 miles from Black creek :) he ¢ reports” (after the
most minute examination of the country in that qnarter) that he did not
disesver the sign of a single Indian, and is indneed to believe that they have
abandaned that portion of the ’l‘orntory Whenever the scason arrives for

carrying on systematic operations against the enemy, T expect to he under
the necessity of calling for a small wilitia force to aid me in my operations;
in which event, 1 shall require them mostly to serve on foot, as it may he
neeessary o use the axe full as much as the rifle or nll1<lmt, us it may be
fonnd necessary to open many roads for military purposes alony the sea-
coast, from St. Mark’s to the mouth of the Suwanee, and between the lat-
ter river, the Ochlawaha, and the Withlacoochie, should the enemy attempt
to accupy those sections of country. I can assure yon that it will attord me-
great pleasare to have a personal interview with you at any time or pluce,
but nore particularly so at my he adquarters, shonld it meet your conveni-
ence 3 as §should like 1o aviil myselt of your better knowledge of the coun-
try oceupied by the hostiles, as well as thie best mode of carrying on the war
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against them, so as to bring it to a speedy close, which eould be so much
better done by a personal interview than by letter,
b am, with great respect, your e}.('mlc-nrv s obedient servant,
7. TAYLOR,
Brevet Bricadicy General U, S. army, commanding.
To His Fixcellency the GoviErsor or Froripa,

P, S.—1 leave this place shortly for Tampa Bay.

Heapauvarrenrs, Arnvy o toe Sovrn,
Fort White, July 18, 1838.

Si: I have received a communication from the Department of War,
under date of 30th May, 1838, enclosing a copy of a letter to your excellen-
cy, ou the subject of the cmplovmem of militin'by the United States, refer-
ring the matter to me, with power to employ snch an amount of fhr(-.e, and
to make all other arrangements necessary for the defence of Florida,  As
regurds the musteriug in and out of service detachments of volunteers ealtled
out by your excellency, so as to entitle them to compensation, I have the
honor o inforin you that Major Dearboru, connmanding in Middle Florida,
has been charged by me with this duty, and will muster in aud out such
troops as he may require s and, in reference to the past, he will muster
out (they agreeing to assemble for that purpose) all such as in bis opin-
ion were necessary, who have rendered services which should entitle them
to compensation,

No one can feel more than I do for the suflerings and privations to which
the people of Florida have been subjected in the course ot this mest unfor-
tunate war, or more deeply sympathize with them for the loss, on many
occasions, of relatives and friends,  T'his state of things, and similar oceur-
rences, may continue for some tite, particularly in Last Florida, owing to
the sparse population, and the consequent advantages which the enemy,
who are broken into small partics, have of harussing them ; the innuner-
ble swamps and hammocks in the rear offering to the Indian a secure re-
treat. alinost impenetrable to- the white man., Notwithstanding this, how-
ever, 1 caunot see the propriety of mustering into the service a regiment or
regiments of the miltia for the protection of their own homes, as it is im-
possible to establish a garrison at every man’s door.

Believing, as Ldo, that there are uearly, if not quite, enongh regular troops
in the 'lerrnnry to give to the inhabitants such seeurity as they ought to
expect from the General Governme nt, (to afford which nothing shall be
omitted on my part, or that of the troops I command,) 1 am now about to
return to ‘Tampa Bay to attend to my duties in that quarter.  There 1 shall
be happy to hear from your excelleucy. and to commuuicate as well as co-
operate with you in any measures for the safcty of the citizens of the Ter-
ritory.

With great respect, 1 have the honor to be, your excellency’s most obedi-
ent servant,

Z. TAYLOR,
DBrevet Brig. Gen. U. N. A. commanding
T'o His Excellency the GoveRrsor or FLoRIDA,
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Heapeuarrenrs, ArRMy or Tne Souri,
Fort Brooke, Augrust 8, 1838,

Sir: I have the honor to inform you that Lieutenant Colouel Green has
just heen authorized to call upon your excellency for such foree as he may
deein necessary for the protection of the inhabitants of Middle Florda, to
serve ot foot or on horseback, as in his opinion may be most advisable By
instrictions from the Secretary of War, received last miail, such foree must be
mustered as draughted militia. I had hoped that that part of the Gth infan-
try under command of Captain Hutter, together with the volunteer force re-
cently taken into service west of the Snwanee, would have heen suflicient
to have afforded wunple protection to our citizens in that section of country,
as it has been from the time Major Dearborn was placed in command,
to the late tragical occurrence. 1 flatter myself, however, that, with such
militia foree as Colonel Green may require, aud which, I make no doubt,
your excellency will promptly furnish, he will succeed in capturing and
destroying portions, if not the whole, of the enemy.

I will endeavor to have a personal interview with you, if possible, in the
course of ten or fifteen days, to consult upon the best means for the present
and {utare protection of the country, and the best method calenlated for dri-
vinrg the Indians therefrom.

With high respect, your obedient servaunt,
) 7. TAYLOR,
Brevet Brig. Gen. U. S. A. communding.
To His Execllency Governor CalL.

TaLLAnAsSEE, Angust 17, 1838,
i) L ]

Sir: 1 have just received vour letter of the 8th instant, with which 1 am
highly gratificd,  "The safety of this frontier requires that the commanding
ofticer should be invested with the authority which you have conferred on
Lieatenant Colonel Green, and I shall be ready at all times to comply with
his requisition.  In anticipation of your approval of the measure, before the
receipt of your letter, and after the recent mnrders on the frontier, 1 organ-
ized a force for its protection, which T hope will be adequate to the service
required. ‘I'hrough the courtesy of Colone! Green, these troops have been
promptly supplicd, and the apprehensions of the exposed settlers have been
guieted by their presence. Had he arrived sooner, one family at least would
have been saved from butchery.  Oun the first appearance of danger, 1 or-
dered a detachment of volunteers, raised for the occasion, to take a position
at the lowest settlement on the Ocklockuey river, as a guard for that fron-
tier. 'They repaired promptly to the station assigned them, but, owing to
the refasal of the quartermaster to furnish them with supplies, and the sub-
sequent refusal of Major Dearborn to receive them into service, they were
compelled to retire.  In consequence of which, the Indians afterwards at-
tack-d and murdercd the fanily at the very house where these troops were
stationed. 1 feel every confidence in the belief that, under the authority
now conferred on Colonel Green, with his zeal for the service, few instan-
ees of the kind will again nccur.  Active and energetic operations are how
in progress by the regular troops and volunteers under the command of
Colone! Green, against the fugitive Creek Indians; and I hope, in a short
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time, they \vxll he dmtrn\'cd or dnven from. thelr preeom pnsmon A fmv
duve since, some 30 or d0) of them robhed two houses o the’ Appalachicola.

s river. A small-party of mounted men, inferior.in humber, gave uetive pur-
suit; and succeeded in- recapturing. m.urlv all the property they had plun-

“dere d but their force was not suffizient to enable them to pursue the enciny
to .'mv yreat distance,.and -they were compelled to return. Mot ouly the
safety of the fronticr setlements, biit the: evil exaniple which they present.
to the Apalachicola bands, requires that the Crecks should be destroyed or
expelled from theirneighborhood without delay. -1 have just returned from
@ visit to these bands ;1 find them generally, at present, well disposed; and
they profess a willinzness to emigrate on the 20th October, the time stipulated
in the treaty. - But if the Creeks can hold out agaiust us, and are permitted,

“with impunity, to plunder and destroy almost in their presence, wi have
reasons to apprehend that the ‘Apalichicola  Indians will, when urged to
remove, reinforce them with one hundred warriors no Iess desper'ltc than
ll’mmclvr-c 1 think it, therefore, lnuhlv nnpnrt.uu that the mast vigorous .

“pursuit of the Creeks be continned wutil they-are captured or destroyed. I
wotld also suggest the propriety of stationing a respectable force-on the

- Apalachicola Tiver, in- the neighborhood of the' Indiau towns, a short time

~ before the day appointed for the removal of these Indians, to be employed
against them if neeessary.  ‘T'his force might be furnished by the regular
troops or volunteers. - T'am gratified to learn that yon propose visiting 1 his

“place ;T shall be happy to see you..and will postpone my intended trip to
Washington until after your arrival, although I had intended to set out on
Thursday next. The froutier, with the defence. of which Colonel Gireen

" is charged, extends from the Ap.nlnchlcola to the Suwanee, n distance of -

“inore than, 1530 miles. "T'o.give it protection, lhetronps under his command
must hecessarily be e\;tvnded along the whole lifie in such numbers as will:

. enable them to drive off the small hands inte which the Indians are divided,

- und cover the most-exposed settlements. [ doing this, there will seldom be
more than one company at any station, and «nnerallyn much smaller force.
Tallahassce being a central position, and one {rom whence orders may be
most (.nm'«-menlly sent; and reports reccived, I have recommended. Colonel
Green to make his he.udqn.nrlen at this pl.we, which wil, no doubt uieet
with your approbation, =~ : .

l am, very reapeclfullv, your obedwnt servant »
: R K CALL. :

(aen 7. ’[‘Anon '

Co mmandwn- arm / of Ho; ldd.

HLADQLARTLRS, Amw OF THE. SObTH.,
Tullahassee, Florida, August 20,1838,

: Govm\nn At'the moment T was leaving St. Mark’s for this place, yes-
terday,-your letter of the 17th iustant, i relation to murders recently com..
milted ou onr citizens by the. lndl.ms- was handed me; in reply to which,

I have to- state that_the measures adnp(ed by von 1 was gratitied to learn

“had restored_confidence, and qluetcd the apprehensions” of the: frontier
settlers-on the ()Ll\lockuey aud 1n that directton, and lﬂutter myself, will
prevent snmlar occurrences.
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It had been hoped by myself, as well as by my predecessor, that the six
companies ol infantry ordered to this purt of Florida, and measurably placed
under your direction, would have given the necessary protection to the per-
sons and propert v of the inhabitants in this quarter: hence instructions
were given to Major Dearborn, commanding west of the Suwance, not to
receive any additional milina force to thosc already in service, unless, in
his opimion, it was absolutely necessary to do so for the immed.ate sifety of
that portion of country under his orders; which instruction 1 felt bound to
give him, [rom instructions received from general headquarters.  "I'here-
fore, no blame can be rightly attached to that valuable oflicer.  Bnt miatters
have unfortunately changed sinee that period ; and I trust that every means
in our power, both regular and militia, will be used against the encmy,
until he is captured, destroyed, or driven from the country. 'I'hey are now
broken up into small parties, and scattered from the Apalachicolu to IVlorida
points, and from the Gulf of Mexico to the Okefenokee, in Georgia, secreting
thewselves in (to the white man) almost impenetrable swamps and hane
mocks, from which they rally and destroy every defenceless futnily and un-
suspecting traveller that falls in their way; immediately alter which they
fly mito their fastnesses and hiding-places for security, where we have been
scldou uble to tollow and overtake them.  ''his description of warfare, the
most troublesome, vexatious, and distressing, (being waged on helpless
women and children,) is now carried on, not only around the greater por-
tion, and through the centre, of the setiled parts of the country, but extends
along the borders, and into the State of Georgia. Hud these Indian towns,
VIlIauPs or habitations, which they would de lc.nd or vould they be brought
1o Imttle, at every disadvantage, in their swamps and hainmocks, the war
would soon be brought to a close, no matter at what sacrifice of Ille on the
part of the officers and sol Idiers of the regulur army serving in Florida, as
well as on the part of a large poruon of the citizens of the T'erritory ; which
sacrifice, I feel confident, would be cheerfully made. But, unfortunately,
the policy of these penpl(, is now to keep ont of our way, which the nature
of the conntry enables them to do, leaving it to the climate to fight their
battles, which has proved more futal to the white man than the rifle and
scalping-kunife, and, consequently, is more to be dreaded ; and if nature has
so organized them: as to make them fleeter of foot than the white man, and
give them a country where they leave no traces when they fly—if we can-
not overtake them, it is onr misfortune, and not our fault,

Under this state of things, 1 have suggested to the department the pro-
priety of employing the blood hound of Cuba, with several Spaniards
accustotied to manage them, to aid us in ferreting out the enemy, to be
used alone as trackers to enable us to come up with them; and 1 would be
glad 10 have your opinion in regard to this measure, and, if approved, your
iutluence in currying the same wito effect, iu the first instance, barely as an
experiment. I would also be glad if you would communicate your views
as to the number of Indians west of the Suwanee, other than those in the
Olkefenokee, including the runaway Creeks, 'T'allahassees, and the Apalachi-
colas ; designating the numiber of warriors in each hand, the position they
occupy, und the number of troops necessary to drive them from the neigh-
borhiood of the settlements; and the several points to concentrate the forces
for the abject in question, as well us any other vicws you may think proper
to commuunicate in relation to the same.
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Colonel Green will make his headguarters (as you suggest) in this place,
and will consult with you from time to time, and adopt such mecasures as
may be deemed necessary for the security and protection of the persons
and property ol the citizens of Middle I'lorida.

[ have the honor to be, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

Z. TAYLOR,
Brevet Brig. Gen., U. 8. A., commanding.
Ilis Excellency R. K. CaLL.

TavLanasser, August 21, 1838.

Sikr: The deep interest 1 feel in the termination of the war with the
Sceminole Indians, and the length of time through which it has been
protracted, induce me to address you on the subject, and to offer such sng-
gestions for its future prosecution as have been presented to my view from
an attentive observation of its whole progress. It is now near three years
since the commencement of this harassing and disastrous conflict; and
although many battles have been fought,and mauy of the enemy have been
killed or captured, a force still remains which, from the nature of the
country, no less than from the character of the enemy, forbids the hope that
it will terminate, under the present system, without a long and continued
struggle, a vast increase in the loss of life, and expenditure of the public
treasure. In the progress of this war, our best generals and the best ap-
pointed armies have been employed with little success, although all has
been done which skill, energy, and untiring perseverance could accomplish.
"I'he object which we sought has not been obtained. So far from removing
the Indians from the land of their nativity, our frontier settlements have
receded before the fire and sword of the enemy; and his dominion has
been extended over a large scope of country, from which the white man
has been expelled. The destraction of the houses and other property of
our citizens has caused them to retire farther into the interior of the settle-
ments, to seek for shelter and for subsistence. They cannot, like the sav-
age, teed on roots and game, with no other covering than the heavens to
shelter them. Such, too, is the sitnation of our soldiers; without the food
to which they have been accustomed, they are unable to perform service.
Their supplies are procured from a distance, and are carried into the inte-
rior with great difficulty and expense. The most secure hiding-places of
the enemy cannot be penetrated, except on foot: hence, the provision of
the soldier must be carried in his knapsack ; and when his supply is ex-
hausted, he is compelled to retire from the want of food, leaving the enemy
in undisturbed possession of his native fortress. It is not from numbers,
superior bravery, or skill in the use of arms, that the Seminole has thus long
been enabled to resist our power ; but from the nature of the country which
he inhabits, the difficulty of procuring supplies for our army, the eftect of
the climate on his pursuers, and his aft and success in evading pursuit.
Experience has taught him that he has only to avoid battle, and the most
numerous and best appointed army, conducted with all the skill and energy
necessary for success, will be exhausted and subdued by the fatigues and
privations of the march. Secure in his ability to evade pursuit, the passage
of an army through his country excites but little apprehension : he knows
that, from the want of supplies, it must soon retire, leaving him again
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undisturbed master of the field. He has already experienced every calamity
but the loss of life; his nation has been broken and dispersed mnto small
fugitive bands; his villages and houses have been burnt, his ficlds laid
waste, s cattle destroyed.  But the ravages of the war have left him an
unsubdued wanderer, armed for destruction : every swamp and every ham-
mock gives him shelter and gives him food. The wild potato, the wild
arrow root, the cabbage tree, the palmetto, and the brier-root, everywhere
abound: from most of these flour is ektracted, by a simple process, which
furnishes a wholesome and nutritious food. The woods furnish him with
game, and the waters with an inexhaustible supply of fish : hence, want and
fumine, the attendant consequences of invasion in every other country and
with every other people, have vo terror for him.  The spontaneous products
of nature supply himm with abundant and congenial means of subsistence ;
the swamps and hammocks are his barriers of defence; and, while he flies
before invasion, his subtle stealth and cunning enable him to surprise the
unwary traveller, and 1 visit the frontier settler with destructicn : when
least expected, then is br n:osi to be feared. And now, after a sanguinary
conflict of near three v\ . ss--after our army has swept over every portion of
the enemy’s country, «uil every hut and village has been destroyed-- there is
not a family along our whole line of settletnents, for more than two hun-
dred miles 1n extent, that is not nightly expo:ed to destruction ; and scarcely
a week passes by without adding to the long and melancholy list of those
who have perished by the hand of the savage. My observations on the result
of the measures heretofore pursued for the removal of the Indivns have
brought me forcibly to the couclusion that it cannot be accomplished with-
out a change of policy, so long as they are determined to resist. It is not
by the march and countermarch of armies through the enemy’s country
that he is 10 be expelled ; for he has only to conceal himself for a few days,
and the army, exhausted with fatigue and hunger, retires before him with-
out the fire of a gnu.  The forest must be subdued Lefore the enemy can be
finally conquered; every inch of ground taken from him must be firmly held
by permanent settlers, who will cultivate the soil aud make the wilderness
their home. Under this system, there is every reason to helieve that the savage
would gradually retire before the approach of the civilized man; that he would
be compelled to abandon every portion of the country which is susceptible
of cultivation ; and if he should still seek shelter in the barren waste and
inhiospitable everglades, the producticn of the soil of the interior would fur-
nish an abundant supply for the army at convenient points while operating
against him.

For the purpose of carrying this plan into execution, I would respectfully
suggest the expediency of locating military colonies, under the superintend-
ence and direction of the commanding general, on all the public lands of
the peniusula, where the body is sufficiently large to support a population
capable of defending itself against the inroads ot the enemy. Each colony
or settlement, in the first instance, should be located in a healthy position,
and in villages. 'T'he houses to be constructed in such a manner as to give
and receive mutual defence and protection to each other ; the wmen should
be required to perform military duty within certain limits ; and for the first
year, or so long as their safety may demand it, they should be required to
cultivate in common, and a portion of them to be constantly prepared for
defence. During the first year, the colonists who should join the colony
and enrol themselves with the commanding officer on or before a day cer.
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tain, and continue to perform his duty faithfully, should be entitled to re-
ceive pay and rations as the soldiers ot the army.  They should be subject
in every respeet to the rules and artieles of war, and be hable to be tried by
a court-martial for insubordination or other offences; and after two years
habitation and cultivation, and on the final emigration of the Indians, on
the certificate of the conunanding generad, or other officer placed over them,
that they have faithfully performed all the duties required of them by law,
they shall be entitled to a grant iu fee-simple of one quarter section of arable
land, to iuclude as near as™ possible the imprevements made by the eolony ;
the right of cach individual to be decided by lot. A further encourage-
ment to emigration and settement mizht be given by a prospective pre-
emption law, conferring a richt to purchase, at the Government price, one
uarter section of the public Jand, on all able-bodied white males who would
actually setile on or before a giver day, and continue to inhabit and eulti.
vate the said tract of land outil the final emigration of the Seminole In-
dians. kuch settler under this law should be exen:pt from any other than
the ordinary duties of a citizen, but he should be required to produce the:
certificate of the commanding officer of the district to prove the tiine and
cottinuance of his setttement and improvement. Under this encouragement
to emigration, 1 feel the utmost confidence that, in less than two years, there
wounld net be a resting-place for the Indians north of the everglades; and that,
when confined to.that unwholesome and comfortless region, i’ they are not
exhausted by disease or famine, they will be contented to emigrate from a
country which can offer thein no enjoyment. I entertain no doubt but that
the adoption of this measure wounld be attended with entire success; that
it would save thousands of valuable lives, and millions of public treasure.
While the colonies are forming, and until they are enabled to defend them-
selves, 1 would employ a sufficient military force, to escort the settlers in
safety to their new homes, to guard the settlements, and drive the enemy
into the everglades ; and, iustead of exhausting the treasure of the Govern-
ment, and destroying the army by froitless and unavailing marches, in the
vain effort 10 overtake and destroy them when pursuit is hopeless, I would
endeavor to keep them in that inhospitable region as long us they might
prefer it to the country assigned them in the west. By occupying healthy
positions in the adjucent country, with military posts, and cutting off all com-
muuications with traders who have and may continue to supply their wants,
they would be compelled from necessity to emigrate.  From no data in my
possession am 1 able to form a correct estimate of the number of Indians
yet remaining in the country ; but I have believed that their force, as well
as their character, has been, and still is, calculated too low. I have given
you hastily my views of the best mode of expelling them; but 1 shall be
happy to afford you every assistance in my power to prosecute any plan
which may be adopted to relieve the country from their presence.
1 am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
R. K. CALL.

General Z. Tavron,
Commanding the army of Florida.

WasHINGTON, October 4, 1838,

Sir: I was pleastd to lear, from the conversation I had the honor
of holding with you this morning, that you had alrcady anticipated the
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proposition which 1 had offered for re establishing the inhobhitants of Florida
who have been driven from their homes by the Indians.

"T'here is every disposition on the part of that portion of the people to
return to the cultivation of the fields from which they have been so long
banished, and to contribute every thing in their power, in aid both of the
offensive and defensive mneasures of the Government, against the common
enemy.  During the present year, many ol them, at the hazard of their
lives and of all they liad left from the ravages of the enemy, returned to
their former places of residence, and planted their crops ; but, after they
were more than half made, th y were compelled to retire before the enemy,
and abandon the fruits of their labor.  'I'his, however, would not have oc-
curred under a proper wiilitary organization, which would have giveu mu-
tual aid and protection to each other.

The quautity of land prepared for cnltivation on the frontier, particularly
in the counties of Columbia and Alachua, including the plantations of the
lurge proprietors which have been abandoned, (and will not, probably, be
ocenpled and cnliivated by slaves during the coutinnauce of the war,) is
safficient to afford employment and sapport for a number of men, not only
adequate to their own defence, but for the protection of the froutier. By
occupying this section of country, the Indians wonld be driven within more
narrow linits, and would be grently disconraged by seeing that which they
had conqg ered restored to the possession of the white man.  Another ad-
vautage which would result to the Government from pursuing this measure
weuld be the quantity of grain which would be raised in the country con-
venient to the seat of war, in the event ol another campaign, and the sub.
sistence wh & would be thus furnished for an increased en:igration during
another yem

For the purpose of carrying this plan into execution, I propose that Gen-
eral Hernandez, or such other officer of the Florida militia as may be des-.
ignated for that service, be authorized, nuder the orders and direction of the
commmunding general, to receive into the service of the United States, for
twelve months, unless sooner discharged, such able-bodied men (not to ex.
ceed o brigade) in East Florida as may enrol themselves, including the
present {rontier settlers, and such as have been driven from their homes, or
others who are willing to locate thewselves on the line of defence, that
the owners of plantations, if they think proper to reoccupy them, shall he
reiustated in possession ; and those who have none shall be Jocated on any
waste or unappropriated land which may be prepared for cultivation : that
the whole foree, thus organized, shall be regularly mustered into the servics
of the United States ; shall be entitled to receive the pay, rations, and for-.
age, nsnally allowed to officers and men jn the service of the Government,
and shall constitute a defence for the frontier from the Atlantic to the Su-
wanee river, and as far south as the Withlacoochie and New Smyrna on
the seaboard : that all the said force, which can at any time be spared {rom.
military operations within the limits here prescribed, shell be kept constantly
engaged in this service; they shall be divided into companies, or such de-
tachmeuts as will be sufficient to give them security against the attacks of’
the enemy, and shall rendezvous and encamp at such places along the line
of frontier as may be designated by the commanding general, or the imme-
diate commanding officer, whenever it may be deemed unsafe for them to.
reside at their-homes: that the labor of cultivation and the duties of the.
field shall be distributed as nearly as possible among the different indi-.

11 '
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wviduals, aud each shall ‘have, as far as. practicabie, the benefit of his own
Jalor; Lt that tiey shall at alt times, whether engaged in-military service
ur it cultivation, be subject to the orders ol tlicir superiors in oflice, aud” e
srovertied Ly the roles and articles of war.  Such u foree as this, organized
on the plan. proposed, would soon restire the population which has been.
driven trom the country, and would forny a powerful anxiliary to the army
-employed iu prosecuting: the war, o ‘ R
For the detence of the froutier of Middle Florida, extendinz from the
-Suwanee to the Ocklockney, 1 propose the vrganization of a battalion, on
‘the sawe principle, to consist of four hundred mounted wen, under the comn-
miand of a ficld officer;  This. force would be sullicient, and should be re-
quired, to drive out und keep the Indians entirely lbeyond the Suwance.
"I'his secton of country being too retuote from the scene of active operations
_to enalile the commanding. general to give it the attention and’ protection.
whiclit lias anid must require so long as hostilities continue, I would re.
spectiully suggest the propriety of continning an oflicer of rank of the United
Stutes army in command of that frontier, with authority to receive into ser-
vice, from time to time, such. force as he may deem necessary for defensive
operations. It Lisutenant Colonel Green, of the 6th infantry, could be.con.
tinned on that frontier consistenily with the iuterest of the service, he would
not cnly be very elficient, but would give general satisfaction and confidence.
I auw, sir, very. respectfully, your obedient servaut, R
L o o - LK. CALL.

~Hon. J. R. Porxserr,
- Secretary of War.

_ Tarrinasseg, December 9, 1838,
My pear GrNeraL: Ireturned to this place on the 7th instant, and
had the pleasure of receiving your lutter of the 22d ultimo, with its euclosure.
. I have examined your plan. of operations with great interest, and consider
1t decidedly the best which can be adopted, under the circurustauces, for
‘the prosecution of the war. It is certainiy desirable, as far as practicable,
to curtail all- unuecessary exjelizes ; but sv far as the safety of our felluw-
citizens is concerned—so far s it is Tequired to save the lives of helpless
women and clildren—I know you will agree with me that the expenditure
of money cunmiot be regarded.  You have, indeed, u most arduous task. to
" perform In prosecuting the war,-and at the sawe tiwe to give the necessary
protection to vur extensive and exposed Iroutier ; aud, with all your energies
and untiring perséverance, 1 fear you will encounter much ditliculty in ac-
-complishing this desirable olject. 1 found, on wy arrival here, a letter from
“Colonel Robert Brown, of Columbia county, dated on the 24th uitimio, giv-
“itg me un account ot a most barbarous murder committed by the Indians
on the family of Mr. Titlius, consisting ot himself, his wife, aud two child-
ren. This distressing butchery occurred near the Oceau pond, in East
Florida; and, baving occasioned great alarm to the inhabitauts, Colonel
" Brown informs ‘me that Le had, on the spur of the occasion, ordered out a
- company-of militia for the protection ot the settlements. I have directed
this force to be kept constantly empleyed in service, until you shall be able
to provide a more permavent and efficient protection. This attack having
been made within.the county of Alachua, the organization aud reception of
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the inhabitants of that section of country into the service of the United States
would be, 1 think, cibraced in the instructions of the Secrctary of War,
under date of the 8th of October, of which you have furnished me an ex-
tract.  Shou'd you be of this opinion, I would respectfully snguest the ne-
cessity of having the contemplated organization completed without delay.
Colonel Brown uforis me that the corn crops in that section are very good,
and that abundant supplies may be had in that neighborhood, e is o very
intelligent gentleman and a good oflicer: any duty you may assign him
will be fuithfully exceuted. 1f you could spare an oflicer to go over and
organize the force en the frontier inmediately, I thivk it most important.
You will find Colounel Brown prepared to comply with auy requisition you
may wake on him.

I should be very happy to pay you a visit, and, if practicable, will do so
when 1 know wheu and where to find you.

Yotirs, most respectfully,

R. K. CALL.
General Tavror.

HEADQUARTERS, ARMY OF THIE SoUTIH,
Fort Franl: Brooke, Deadma’s Bay, 1'L, Dece. 18, 1333,

My pear Sin: [ reached this place on yesterday, and a few hours afier
my arrival the steamboat brought your letter of the Oth instant. 1 need not
assure you I was highly gratified 10 hear of your return to Tallubassee, and,
I flatter myself, in improved health.

So far as 1 deem it way be done for the security of the lives and property
of the good people of I'lorida, [ shall not hesitate to call out the mlitia.
So soon as I heard of the murders referred to in Fast Florida, T authorized
Colouel T'wiggs (who recommmended the measure) to call two companies of
wilitia into service, for the protection of their own firesides. To my sur-
prise, after the authority thus given, 1 learn that he finds it diflicult to raise
them. This is somewhat singular, as I have been constuntly pressed to
organize that description of force.

He also informs me that Captain Mickle’s company, raised in the vicinity

{ St. Augustine, reluse to enter the service. 'T'his has catised me to con-
tract, in @ measure, my original plan of operations, and to order a regular
force to be stationed between Black creck and the Georgia line, which, L am
satistied, will give adequate sccurity to the persons and property of the
citizens in that quarter against any small maranding partics of Indians,
should they be disposed to attempt {urther murders or depredations.  The
largest number of Indians reported in that gqnarter is twelve ; but generally
they have been stated at six Indians and a negro. Should Colonel 'I'wiggs
obtain the services of the two companies of militia, added to the three com-
panies of regular dragoous ordered there, they ought to be able to ferret out
these [ndians.

I do not conceive that the Secretary’s letter authorizes me to call the
Alachua militia into service, unless under certain restrictions, to wit: com-
bining agriculture with military daty. 1 must be first assured that both
will be faithfully done before L can think of acting in the case. Certainly
no section of country has ever been so well guarded as the coutity of Ala-
chua, surrounded as it is by military posts, and troops scouring in ull diree-
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tions; and so sonn as I have two posts between Forts Fanning and Micanopy,
(which. m a few days will be dune,) the whole of that country heretotore
settled by the whites may be reoceupied writhout the least apprehension of
danger.

I am satisfied there have not been more than balf a dozen Indians in that
section of country for several months past; nor do I apprebend they will
again return to depredate upon the persons or property of the inhabitints,

[ left ‘Tampn Bay on the 25th ultimo, and pncsvd along the Annuhinga
swamp to FFort Clinehy and thence to Fort Fanning, and had the conntry
closely examined on both sides of the road, and found no Indians between
the Withlaconchie and Suwanee, nor any recent evidence of their pres-
cuce. A camp of twenty six was found in the Aunultitiga, which appeared
to contain the greater portion, if not all, remaining in that country, It is
somewhat singular, notwithstanding that the tmops have been pushed in
every part of the country where the hostiles were expected to be, and where,
doubtless, n few may have been sknlking, expresses have been seut, und
hunters permitted to go singly, and in small parties, for several months past,
up the St. John’s to Fort Mellon, and between that and the Atlantic, to New
Sivrua, on both sides the Ocklawaha, above Fort King, to Annultitiga,
\anbm, and in this quarter, without coming into collision with a single
Indian, 1 am constantly informed of murders and depredations committed
on our citizens and property in the vicinity, where they are ten times less
nmmerous than the whites, 1 shall, however, do all in my power to secure
the inhabitants, even if I am mmpelled to abandon, in a great measure, my
original plan of campatgi.

We have done nothing near what should have been accomplished at this
season, owing to the late arrival of the troops who compose my command,
many having arrived in the country only two or three weeks since, and are
not yet in position, but will be in a few days ; and no time will be lost in
pushing wy operations in every quarter where the enemy may be fouud,
particularly near the exposed and {rontier settlements. 1 hrought with me to
this place two compauies of the 2d infantry and one company of drugoons—
183 men in all—who will operate, in conjunction with the 6th infantry,
until the hammocks and swamps between St. Mark’s and the Suwanee are
penetrated in every direction, A connnand will leave here to scour between
this and St. Mark’s to-morrow or next day, and 1 hope will succeed in cap-
turing, destroying, or driving from that gquarter any Indiaus who may be
there. I shall remain here a few days, and will then proceed to examine
the country, nud give such directions as may be necessary ; and it will give
me the greatest pleasure to meet you, although 1 cannot say how long I will
remain at any particular place, although I may remain in Middle Flonda
soine twelve or fifteen days.

Accept the assurunces of my high consideration and esteem.

Your friend, &ec.,
Z. TAYLOR,
Brev. Brig. Gen. U. 8. A. commanding.
His Excellency R. K. CaLy,
Governor of Florida.
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. Taruanasser, December 29, 1838,

My prar Sir: I have received your letter of the 1Sth instant, and
regret very much to learn that there has been any delay or unwillingness
on the part of the militia of Iast Florida in furnishing the two companies
required by Colonel T'wiggs. 1 presume, however, that his requisition
could not have been made on the officer commanding the militia of Co-
hunbia county, where the murder mentioned in my letter of the 9th
instant was committed, and where, [ am assured, that almost every man
capable of bearing arms is ready to enter the service whenever required.
In my letter of the 9th instant 1 informed you that, in anticipation of your
approval, I had, on being informed of the late murder in that county, or-
dered Colonel Brown, of Columbin county, to raise a company from his
regiment for the defence of the exposed settlements.  Yon do not inform
me expressly whether or not you accept of the services of that company ;
but, fromn the geueral tenor of your answer, I presune you do not. Having
neither the means nor the disposition to keep in the field any troops which

may be unnecessary for defensive measures, [ shall order this company, as
well as another subsequently called out in that county, to be disbanded.
Having called thesc men into service in consequence of the murder of four
pvrmns, (commitied by the [ndians in the neighborhood,) under the au-
thority of the law which requires me to order out the militia in cases of
invasion, I have to request you will cause them to be mustered and paid
for the short time they will have been in service. Had 1 the means of pay-
ing and snbsisdng the militia, I would at ouce organize the whole frontier
force for defence ; for it matters not how numerous, efficient, and gallaut
may be the force in the field, the fact that murders are still commitred on
the inhabitants is the best proof that they are not sufficiently protected ;
and the militia, with arms in their hands, and under a military organiza-
tion, would certaiuly be much bhetter prepared to defend themselves and
their families than they are without them. You are, however, belter ena-
bled than myself to form a correct opinion of the necessity of this measure,
and [ have every confidence in your doing all in your power for the detence
of the settlements.

Yours, respectfully,
R. K. CALL.

Gen. 7. Tavron,

Commanding army of Florida.

Heapauarriks, Arvyy oF THE SourH,
Deadmar’s Bay, Junnary 3, 1839,

My peanr Sir: 1 have this moment received your letter of the 29th
ultinio, on my arrival at this place from the Kconfeeny river. In relation
to the militia who have been called into service in Coluwmbia county, the
subject of mustering them, so as to entitle them to compensation, will be
referred to Colonel 'l wiggs, commander in that quarter.  To preveut ditli-
calties as regards payments for the time to come, I hope the calling out of
the milina will be left to the proper anthority, unless ln great emergencies.
Wheuever, in your opinion, such calls are necessary, 1 have to ask you
will communicate with me on the subject, and I will most cheerfully mect
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your Views whnnever I ducm it .ulvml lote doso. 1 informed vou, in my'
Cletter ot thie 1%th, that 1 had put the troops in’ motion 1o scour the conntry
an e\er\'d»rmlmn fron this- point betwern the Suwanie and the Ocilla
rivers, Captain Fowle's company of dragnims have examined the-coun-
try around llw liead of the L\lucuh.uchu. as-also between this point and
thie: Suswaiee, alony the ully penctrating most of the hammoeks in both.
“direciions, withont mecung any hostiles.  1Uis, however, evident, from the
“signs he met with, that more Indians have p.\%od the summer on_ the los. -
_teenhintehee and the adjucent-hatimocks, which they have ru.unly aban-
“doned, than_in any pait of Flanda this side of the Kissimee. = Major
“Nodl left on the 20th ultimo, with 80 men, by Tand. and walir, to scour the
hatiiocks Letween this and the  Finholloway, and to- establish a small -
deput on 1he l.mer, where' 1 joincd him on the 27th. Major Noel was told -
by an ludinn scout that a Lirce number- of Indians were. in a hammiock
near i, and advised -hin “vot to attack them-until reinforced ; which in--
formation L reccived while on iy way to his. enunp, where 1 arrived next
avening, December 27t ; and Captain Kingshury’s company of 2d infantry
having arrived on the z'nn, 140 men wnder hig command entered the ham-
niock referred to, where they found a large camp of lndians, -(supposed
“about 130 men, women, &c.,) whu, aiter a (.h.uve by our troops, fired one’
or two rifles without dmmr any iujury, aud fled iu every direction; leaving
all their eyuipage, consisting of axes,: kettles, skins, clothing, &c., a8 well :
“as iuost of their provisions on the spot, some of which were Leing cooked
at the thne, - The” commiand pursued then until the trail was entirely lost,
when they tetiiried 1o camp, where: ‘preparations were again made to pur-
sue-them until they are driven from the country. 1 retrrut T could ‘not re-
maiu longer in that quarter ; bathaving received letters from Colonel Fan-
ning, opeiating between the. Ud\ldwdh'l and St. Johu's, that two lirge
b« os ot Indx.um were assembled in’ that quarter, and, urgmg me to v1~|t
17 without delay, where he considered niy presence “absolu elv ue: -
I am thus far on my way, although 1 fear he has been misin- .
, xormul anthe .sulgect, as I'do not believe any cousiderable body of Indians
can coucentiate, or have concentrated, north of the Kissimee ; but should
his information e correet, 1 shall lose no time in dispersing tlwm. or bring.
“ing them ta battle, if xhov give me a opportunity to do s, The force left
between the Suwanee and Talinhassee, and the. arrangements made, 1 feel
ssatisied will atford aple: ‘protection to_the exposed mhulmama of 1.eon,
\demm, und Jedlersot cmmm,\ aud will, m a very shorx mne. snccu.d .u'f
driviner the enemy from the same. =
I ‘»uuc Congress witl give land to_persons who will <enlt. and defﬂld it
anti the dO\" of the war, which will enalle us to carry out the plans pro.
posid by you. . Should (uu<'rc~s do so, 1 shall communicate with you
fleely. id shall. expect your aid 1o umhlc, we 10 c.xrry t!‘o plau- mnto
operation.
\\ ith rcspcct aud e=teem, your (rleud lmly, ‘
: 7. TAYLOR, =
Jrev. Bnﬂ‘ Gen. U.N. A. Commandmrr.

- His. \cellencv R K. Catr, = -
L . (zownwraf Florida. - o
P S.—If the Indiaus in the hammock were as numemus as statcd they

niust Le the Indians who passcd the sumier ou Dsmuhatchce, or .Losc :
who ran from Apalachlcola last summer, o
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The message of his excellency the Goeernory sent to the Senate on yrater-
duy, as fullows:

FExecerive Oppres,
Tullahassee, February 7, 1834,

Do the Sonate and House of Represcntatives of the Legislative Conneil @

Gunrresen s T complinnee with aresolution of the Legislative Conn.
cil, I herewith transmit o copy of iy mnxwpnmlumv with Colonel 1 bert
Brown, of Columbia, and Major Garrason, of Alachua county, relative to
the necessity of employing a militia force for the defence of those eounties
during the past year, and which yet remain unnpaid.  I'his correspondence
contains all the orders issued by me on that subjeet, and, with the accom-
panying report of the strength of Colonel Brown’s regiment, will furnish
all the information 1 possess relative (o the number of oflicer: .md men em-
ployed, and the length of time which they were engaged in lefvmlvv opera-
tions under my orders. "T'he Conneil will perceive, without more specific
intelligence on this snbject, the lxeeutive can form o correet estimate of
the sum which wonld he required to pay these troops and defray their ex-
penses while in service.  All he can do is to refer the Connedl to the dates
ot the respeetive orders calling ont and disbanding the wilida, and the nun.
ber of wen these orders authorized to be raised,  With revard to the reason
why they have not been mustered and pud by the United States, 1 beg
leave to refer you to my correspondence with General Paylor, which has
been furnished uuder a resolution, and is now hefore the Legislative Conne-
cil. 1t will be seen, from the letters of the commanding cencral, that he
deemed the regular foree under his authority sutlicient for the defenee of
the conntry, and, thereiore, declined veeciving or recognising the militia
unplnve-d as in the service nt the United States,  How fur the command-
g general was right in this conclusion, the Council may learn from the
nuwmber of murders which oceurred, and the inseeurity and alarm which
prevailed along the whole line of frontier during the last summer.  But,
whether right or wrong, he is the organ of the Government 3 and, without
Ins sanetion and .mpm\.ll the troops “ealled into service by the Exeentive
¢ven m eases of the most urgent neeessity and dire crnergeney, will not bet
paid by the United States.  In vain do the laws of the "Perritory empower
the Governor, in cases ol invasion or insurrection, to call out the militia ;
in vain has the Fxecntive exerted every faculty, and even jeopardized  his
own private fortune, for the defence of the frontier.  Without the means of
providing subsistenee, forage, and transpertation—without the means of pay-
g the troops, no matter what may be the zeal and patriotisin of the penple
—the Executive is powerless in defending the frountier settleruents from the
massacres and pluuderings of the enemy.  “This truth is forcibly and pain-
fully illustrated by the hapless fate of Lasly and his daugbter, disclosed in
my cnrrc-spnndonw with General Taylor aud the N‘(‘luary of War. "I'hat
ill-fated family resided on the Ocklockney river, far in advance of ather
settlernents. When the fugitive Creeks fled from their encampiient on the
Apalachicola, foreseeing the danger with which they threatened the fron-
tier, without waiting to consult the commanding general, who was nore
l|mn two hundred miles distant, a requisition was made on the patriotic
connty of Gadsden, which, with her usual promptitude and zeal, on the
shortest notice, sent to the post of danger the number of wen required,
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These troops were ordered, and accordingly took post at the house of the
unfortnnate Lasly, A requusition was wade on the United States gnanter.
master ot Tallahassee for the necessary articles of forage and subsistence,
A very small supply aas at first furnished. but, from the whim or caprice of
this officer, a peremptory refusal was given 0 an application for further
supplies, thongh the public storchonses at St Mark's (not more than twen-
ty-five mdes distant) were fitled to overflowing with every article required,
Iu consequence of this denial of the aid we had a right 1o expeet, the troops
were copelled o retire for the want of subsistence, leaving this family
exposcd to the merey of the savages,  The Tudins, (u'.uliu(r themselves of
this oceasion to satiite their thirst for blood, advaneed and sttacked the
houses, which were bravely defended § but e aged Lasly and his helpless
danghter heemmne the vietims ol barbarous eruehty, and his house and do-
testic animals forined one general funeral pile, hehted by the wrebh of the
S.u.n}__/vs Such was the melancholy fate of this t.nmlv whien they might
have been saved by furnishing the Territorial troops with a few pounds of
the public pork and bread wlich remained in store until damaged by time
and exposure, and were afierwards sold at auction on account of lhv Govern-
ment.  mention this as one of the many instances which have occurred
during the present war with the Seminoles; in which the lives of our ciii-
zens have been sacrificed, when they could have been protected if 1T had
possessed the means of snpplvm(r such troops as I might have raised, and
which I believed neeessary for the defence ot the frontier. 1 cannot express
1o yon, gentlemen, the painful regret and deep humility I have experienced
on many occasions from a knowledge that the frontier settlements were ex.
posed to imminent peril when L had no power (and still have none) to
extend to then necessary protection. The people of the Perritory, when
exposed to danger, n.nlnmll\ apply to the Excentive for relief; and 1 am
compelled to hear their complaints and bear their reproaches, for wha seetns
o them a negleet of doty and disregard for their sutferings, when T am un-
able to give them any tiing but wy sympathy,  ‘I'he Govermment of the
Umnted States has conferred on me no power to raise men for the defence
of the frontier ; and. though it cannot control the authority I possess lor this
purpose under the laws ol the Territory, vet it holds the purse-strings, and
ns agents have, and stll may withhold pay and subsistence from those
whom I have and may again find it necessary to call mto service.

"I'hrough the courtesy of the commanding general, a correspondence has
been umluuun(d between us, and 1 have bcen pohtely furnished with in-
formation with regard to the movements of the arnmy.  But he, T under.
statid, is under no obligation to confer with me ou any subject ; nor has he
delegated to me any portion of the unlimited power with which he is invested
to riuse men, and cause them to be paid and subsisted. 1o his last letier,

dated the 3d of January, to which I beg leave to invite your particular at!
teution, he expresses a confident belief that the most ample protection will
Le given to this trontier by the regular troops stationed west of the Suwa-
nee. [ have great respect for the jndgmenl and capacity of the command-
g general, and hope that his apiwion on this subject may be well founded ;
but should it prove otherwise, the delay which would avend the callluanut
of auy portion of the miliva 'for the defence of the frontier, under the rule
proposed, would prove fwal to those dependent on this force for protection.
He advises, in cases of great emergency, when | may deem it uecessary
to call out the militia, that [ shall address him ou the subject, and, should
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he approve of it, he will give the measure his sanction.. To illustrate the
objections to, aud- the hinpropriety of, such a measture of défence, it is only -
necessary 1o imagine the recnrrence of one of the numerous instances of in- -

“vasion and assault which have ocenrred on the frontier. A band of the
cnemy appears in the sparser scttlements, I'hey commence their system of

“indiscriniinate slanghter aud pillage. 'I'he employment of a inilitia force
becomes indispensably necessary ; but I have neither provision rior transpor-

- tatioy, without which this force cannot- move.. 'T'he commanding genem_l-[
is-at "I'nmpa Bay, more than two hundred miles distant. I mnst communi.

_-cate with him, and’ procure his authority, before the troops of the "I'erritory

* ean obtain supplies from the ample stores of the Government. In the mean

- time the work of death is progressing, and a whole neighbarhood may be

~desolated by the enemy.  Under this system, a few penurious pence may be
unworthily saved to the treasury of the nation ; but itis an economy which

- must be practised at the expense of the blood and property of our people—
at the expense of the pride and lost reputation of the eountry. '

How far this poliey is cousistent with ‘the principles of justice and -hu-
manity—how far it is in-accordance with the reciprocal obligations of alle-
giance and protection —how far it is compatible with the dignity of our Gov-
ernmeut—I leave for the determination of others less interested than myself-
iu the security and welfare of ‘our fellow citizens. - I seek: not to divide with
the commanding ‘general the empire of defensive or offensive operations.
But my pride as ah officer, and my feelings as a man, revolt at the idea of
remaining a passive spectator of the scene of bloodshed which may oceur on
this frontier, withont the means of affording relief, until the commauding -
general may think proper, after an application shall have been made to him,-

“to open the public storenouses for the support of the militia while in service.

"1 repeat again, that my most fervent hope is that the commanding general
may be right in_his conclusions, and that the regular troops may give entire
securily to the frontier.  He is best calculated, from his position, to form a
correct jndgment ; and his opinion is entitled to high couisideration. ‘

- Butafier the numerous murders which occurred «uring the last summer—
after the distress and suffering which was-occasioned by the enemy, under
the same assurance of protection—we have no right to slumber in this sup-
posed security, . "T'he commanding general, I am sure, as far as practicable,

* will redeem his pledge, and I can vonch for his zeal and energy; but the .
enemy way again evade hisypursuit, and fall upon the frontier settlements

.when least expected. L€t vs.'therefore, as far as the limited resources of
the "Ierritory will permitife Hgact, prepare for the defence of our fellow-
cilizens, regardless of the treasure which may be expended. Beyond this,
‘we canniot go. - But the Government of the United States is bound to give
all necessary protection to our ‘people ; and it is bound, by the same moral -
oblig:tion, to pay the troops of Columbia and Alachua counties, who served
under my orders during the last summer. 1 recommend, again, that a me-
morial be presented to Congress, setting forth all the facts of the case, and enu-
merating the different mnrdets which were committed by the [ndians. - They
afford conclusive proof that the army did not give the necessary proteztion
to the conntry. - They jastify the employment of the militia, and proclaim
the justice of their demands for compensation. It'is but necessary to speak
iu plain-and comprehensive language - to. represent our claims in a proper

. light—and Congress, with its usual justice and liberality, will respoud with-
out hesitation to your prayer for relie. . This measure was recommended
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I my annual message, at the commencenment of your present session ; and,
after the most mature deitberation on the subjeet, T ean discover no hetter
prospect ol reliet, Shonld the commanding ceneral execute the plan pro.
posed by the Seeretary of War for the defence of the frontier, by organizing
the settlers capable of bearing arms, and receiving them into the serviee of
the United States, | have every cnnluh nee inits cfficieney and the seeurity
it would afford ; but, without'it, I apprehend a venewal of all the horrors
and sulferings which were vxpvn(mu-d on the frontier during the Tast sum-
mer.  'The Executive will ever be ready and zealous in the discharze of
every datyy and 1 the exereise of every anthority he may possess for the
defenee of the country 3 hut Tdesire it to be borne immind that he is pow.
erless under the present system of defenee, and that the blood' of the slanceh.
tered wotnen and children of the frontier must fall on other skirts than his,
Your fellow citizeu,
K. CALL,
Governor of Florida.

Convmnia Counry, Prorina, Marcl 10, 1858,

Deaw S Ttis my painful daty to inform you ol another horrible In-
dian massacre in this county. On the night of the 16th, a party of Indians
most inhumanly butehered a Mr. George Gillitto, his wife, and two chil
dren, aud a lad, the son of one of his neighbors, who was there that fatal
night: inall, five.  As soon as information of the deed reached us, we re-
pasred forthwith to the place of shwghter, and [, with a suadl purty of aiti-
zews, took the trail and followed it until we beeane satisfied that they had
full timie to reach adisial swamp near the lines; we then abandoned the-
pursuit as hopeless for so few men, and returned to raise more men for the
purpose of scourmg the swamp. We have the promise of the men, and
will catnp within 10 miles of them to morrow night ; and on the lullowmrr
night I hope to be with them. 10 no disaster befall us, L will guarauty «
faithiul aceount of them, &e. We ought to have some srandmg pmlumm
here. This way of depending on the eitizens to give protection s uite a
poor protection, as it costs so much trouble and time to colleet thein; aud
then such w variety of excuses, &e. Several men have raised companies,
but they are unwilling to go beyond the limits of the (routier to be station-
ed. 1 therefore llnln, that the colonel elect will Le fully advised on this
subject.

Captain Cason, who will hand you this letter, oflers his scervices with a
cowpany ; und, so far as [ am acquainted with Capiain Cason as an oflicer,
lie has acted well, aud is reputed to be quite a thoroughgoing ollicer.  1n
haste,

I have the honor 1o be your excelleney’s most obedient servant,

ROBERT BROWN.

His Excelleney R, K. Cawnr,

Gavernor of [lorida.

TavLvanasser, March 20, 1838.
Dear Siw: 1 have received your letier of the 19th instant, communicat*
ing the unpleasant intelligence of the murder of another fa: mly by the ln-
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dians in your county. I shall immediately send an express to General Jes-
up, and request him to detach a foree for the defence of vour scetion of
country ; but iu the mean time you will order Captain Cason’s company
into serviee, and such other foree as you may deen necessary for the pro-
teetion of the inhabitants of your connty, uuless General Josup should be
able to send other troops. Those which vou may raise will he continued
i service, cither under the authority of the Unitea States or of the 'erri-
tory. | have no doubt, however, that they will be received iuto the ser-
vice of the United States ; in which event, they will be nuder the direction
of the United States oflicer charged with the command of that distriet. 1
shatl send, with as litde delay as practicable, a supply of corn to Fort
White, for the use of the destitute families of your county and those of
Alachua.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
: R, K. CALL.

Colonel R. Browx.

NewnNansviLLe, April 8, 1838,

Diar S Tam here on my way to see General Fustis, whois charged
with the proteetion ol this frontier, and min sorry to inform you of the
dreadful excitement that prevails here. Ihere appears to be considerable
of Indian signs in the veighborhood, and the families have all nearly got
safely tinto this place.  'They are in a great state of confusion. General
Jinstis has refused fo receive them o the Government service, they say ;
and to enrol without the hope of pay or rations, it their present condition,
seews Tmpossible.  In order to hold them together, 1 have assured them of
vour power and ehility to give them protection, and have advised Major
Garrason to order out his whole available force.  1°rom letters which Lhave
read hini from the General, [ think my mission will be unsuccessful ; and
unless we do something for ourselves, we shall see worse days than cver.
We have no regular force on the lines to be depended on, and but two
companies of volunteers ordered : one for this froutier, and the other on
Duval. were all the regular foree, of consequence, on the lines established,
and where General Bustis remains in person.  And we, outside of all, are
left to the ender mercies of merciless savages; while the commanding
general says he can see no call for volunteers.

I have become thoroughly couvineed that we may unbar our own artus
and liung on them for protection. It may cost us sowething, but much may
be done. I therefore hope you will order me into the service with a regi-
ment ol rangers, which [ am eertain can be raised immediately.  Speedy
actlo 1+ is necessary, or all is lost. A conntry over which our treasure has
been exhausted, and on which lie the last remains of our families, must at
Inst. after ~o many difficulties, be abandoned ; and for what? Becuuse it
happened to be our uufortunate lot to be a Territory.  These difliculties
rather animate than depress me ; and I, for one, am ready to step forward
and ask the Government to relieve us fromn the army, and let us combat the
Indians alone.

I am, dear siv, with the highest considerations of respect, your excellen-
cy’s most obedient and humble servant,

ROBERT BROVWN,
Colonel 12th Regiment F. M.
s Excellency R. K. Cary, Governor.



[ 278 ] 172

P. S.—Information has just reached me of more murders in Columbia
county. 'I'wo persous have become vietimns.

Yours, &c., R. B.

Tavvanasser, April 13, 183
Sir: | have received your letter of the Sthinstant, and am trulv con.
cerned at the distressed sitnation of yonr section of country. 1 hnpv your
interview with General Eastis has been productive of more beneficial re-
sults than you anticipated, and that he has consented to receive iuto the
service of the United States a suflicient volunteer force for the protection of
the (ronter. 1f; however, he still refuses to do so on the receipt of this,
and vou find the settlements in danger, vou will innediately organize such
a force as you may deem necessary for the defence of the inhabitants. You
will assign to cach company a suitable position, xo as to cover the whole
line of your froutier, and keep the troops constantly and actively employed
in driving back the enemy and in defewding the settlements.  In the exer-
cise of the anthority with which you are hereby invested, vou will use a
sound diseretion, and call out no farger force than in your judgment will
be absolutely necessary for defensive operations. Slmuld the troops thus
organized and ordered out not be received into the service of the United
States, they will be recognised in the service of the 'Territory; and 1 will
endeavor to have them pald so svon as funds can be procured for that pur-
pose by the authority of the Legislative Council.  With regard to forage
and subsistence, it is impossible for me to provide either. ‘There is none
to be purchased in this part of the country, and exchange on New Orleans
cannot be obtained here at any premium. I hope, however, this state of
things will not long continue, und that 1 shall in a short time be able to
procure a suflicient amount to enable me to send the corn I promised to
Fort White, for the suffering inhabitauts of Columbia and Alachua. What-
ever | can do to sustam the brave defenders of the froutier, who have so
loug and so gallantly withstood the assaults of the enemy, you may be as-
surcd shall be done.” I will send a copy of your letter to our Delegate in
Congress ; and 1 would recommend you, by all means, to draw up a tne-
morial to Congress, setting forth, in its true light, the situation of the coun-
try, and ask for rellef Let it be signed by the people, and sent without
delay to our Delegate, [ am invested with no authority whatever from the
Government of the United States to defend the country ; and whatever I
may do for that purpose, must be on my own responsibility aud that of the
Territory. I have been compelled to raise men for the defence of Middle
and West Florida, for the last eighteen months, and to provide the money
to pay them. [ have-borrowed and caused to be paid to these troops $585,000,
not one cent of which has been refunded by the Government. The quar-
termaster, with every disposition to acconunodate e, and to relieve the
country, informs we that, under receut orders he has received, he will no
longer be able to farnish express men on my requisition, You will thus
- perceive that I am deprived of all the necessary means of being servicea-
ble ; and the responsibility must rest upon those in power, who turn a deaf
ear to the distress of the people.
I amn, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
R. K. CALL.
Colonel RoserT Brown,
Commanding 12th Regiment F. M.
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TavLanasser, June 23, 1838.

Diar Sir: 1 wrote you some time since, informing you that 1 had ship-
ped to Fort White 2,000 Lushels of corn for the use of the suflering inhab-
itants of Alachua and Columbia, and requesting you, as the senior officer
of the ilitia in those two counties, to cause it to be equally distribured
among those whowmn yon might deem most in want, and least able to provide
themselves with subsistence. I have Leen informed of the arrival of the
corn at its place of destination, but have heard nothing from yon with
regard to iis distribntion.  You will please give the uccessary orders on
the subject, and advise e of the manner in which it has been disposed of,

I have recetved no report from you with regard 1o the number of men
of your regiment, and the length of time you wmay have deemed 1t neces-
sary to continue them in service. But, to prevent misunderstanding on the
subject, I herewith enclose you a copy of a letter which | have address d
to Major Garrason, and which you will please consider as an order directed
to you for the samne purpose, if' the same state of things exists in your
couuty.

Very respectfully, yonr obedient servant, ¢
R. K. CALL,
Governor of Floridu.
Col. Ropt. Brown,
Commanding 12th regiment Florida Militia.

Suwaner, Fromiva, July 23, 1538.

Dear S8ir: Your instractions of the 23d unlt. have just come to hand ;
and, in reply, I have to say that I should bave iutormed you of the disposi-
tion of the corn sent by you to Fort White, for the suffirers of Alachua
and Columbia counties, long before this, but for causes beyond my control.
1. Your letter of instructions accompanying the corn uever reached me
until about three weeks after its arrival ; and 2. 'I'he pressure of business on
wy hands, with a great deal of bad healih in the tme, and no opportunity
of forwarding letters to you. The day I received yonr letter of instrue-
tions 1 directed wy assistant guartermaster to repar to Fort White and
make equal distribution of it umong the sufferers of the two counties,
under the following regulation, viz: Aged aud infirm wen and their
fumilies, widows and orphans, men and their familics who were driven
from their homnes by the Indiaus, men who were in the Territorial service
and thetr families ; prohibiting all- who had slaves to support them, or an
opportunity of getting elsewhere.

"T'he assistant quariermaster has not yet reported to me his fulfilment of
inis orders, but s soon as he does 1 will forward his - port to your exeel-
ency.

With regard 1o a report of the troops in the Territorial service, I kept
deferring it, thinking I would come on and see-you first, but was prevented
by the frequent assaunlts of the enemny ; ‘however, a correct report, I believe,
accompanies this letter., As regardsthe time, [ -saw no law for taking them
for a less term than four meonths, unless seoner discharged ; they were
enrolled for that tme, but some companies full short of it. I deem it
entirely unmecessary to say that their services were valuable and conld not
be dispensed with, but refer your excellency to the extent of fronter, the
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United States forces on that frontier, and our resources for support, and
I kuow that your exeellency will be houud to say that we deserve well if
we never are paid. "The most of these men have been in the United States
service the two past stuners, and 1 assure you that they will all concur
with me in saying that there have been more and greater calls this sum-
mer than ever before, and that their duty has been more arduous.

1 therefore hope your excellency will be able shortly to contract a loan
that will relieve them, in some degree, from their present distress.  Mean-
while,

1 have the honor to be your excellency’s most obedient and humble ser-

vant,
ROBT. BROWN,
Colonel, commanding 12th regiment Florida Militia.
Ilis Excellency the Governor or Frouipa.

Corumniia County, FrLoripa,
Swwanee river, November 24, 1838,

Dear Sir: It again becomes my painful duty to inform you of a most
shocking ludian massacre—~I mean the murder of Mr. John Tiffins and
family. — Mr. Tillins was bringing his wife and two children out to Florida
to sce her parents, and, when within a few miles of her father's house, was
fallen in with by about seven Indians, between 10 o'clock, A. M. and 12
o'clock, M. e was shot from his horse; the Indians then made an easy
capture of his heloless family, and vented their savage spleen by beating
them on their hieads with their tomahuwks. Mrs. Tiflins lived (senseless)
about forty hours, but did i:ot speak ; her skull was mashed in many places.
She died 1 the arms of her father, Mr. David Mizell. Her children are
not yet dead, although the skull of each is fractured in many places by the
tomahawk. This melancholy occurrence took place in this county last
Monday, not far from the Ocean pond. We are most critically situated.
T'he Indians in the north of us, on the Okefenokee, and on the south, in
the nation ; our market-road, lerding from this to any market accessible to
us, passes throngh their « gangwny.”  We are here, exposed {rom the Oke-
fenokee down L. th sides of their “passway” to the nation, and no protec-
tion whatever from the army. If nothing can be done by your excellency
to protect the frontier. 1 fear nothing will be done at all ; we have stood our
ground and suffered much, and have not received even the sympathy of
those at a distance. "The corn crops were very good here this year, and
we have quite plenty of provisions; and I would respectfully beg leave to
suggest Lo your excellency the propriety of ordering out a company or two
of militia—one to tuke post at Johu's ford, on New river, and ‘he other at
the Ocean pond; all of which can be subsisted and foraged in the country,
which will save much expense of transportation. These men, kept actively
moving, cannot fail to give quiet to a large portion of country, and, in the
mean time, break up the Indian passing. I hope your excellency will take
prompt measures in some way for our protection, as we have lost all hope
of help from the commanding general of the army. Should a different
course present itself than the one I recemmend, calculated to give as good
protection and at less expense, you have but to recommend it, and you will
find me ever ready to aid you in carrying out your views. I now have out
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a company of militia, who will continue to do duty until I hear from you;
at which time their term expires, unless they should be continued in service
by your excelleney, In haste,
I have the honor to be your excellency’s most obedient servant,
ROBT. BROWN,
Colonel 12th regiment Florida Militia.
Governor CaLL.

SuwaNEE RIVER, November 24, 1838,
Dear Syr: I went on to Tallahassee to see you last summer, but you
had left for Washington before I reached ; since then, 1 have not been able
to hear whether you had returned or not, otherwise I should have come
again to se¢ you on the subject of the service performed by the ilitia of
this regiment during the last spring and summer.  "I'hese men did much
hard service, and certainly deserve to be paid. The whole country was
under their protection until the last of May or first of June. The dragoons
arrived ubout that time, and then a new field of operations presented
itself; which did not relieve them, but rather increased their duty—I
mean the extension of their defence to the Okefenokee. T therefore desire
and earnestly hope that your excellency will recommend the Legisluture
to adopt some measures for theic payment in your annual message, aud I
have no doubt that body will be able to make the arrangement.
I shall be on in a few days alter the l.egislature n..ets, at which time 1
hope to see you. With my best wishes for your welfare,
I have the honor to be yours, sincerely, :
ROBT. BROWN,
Colonel 12th regiment Florida Militia.
Governor CALL.

Tavvanasser, December 9, 1838.

Dear S1r: Owing to my absence from home, I did not receive your let-
ters of the 23d July and 24th of November —atil last night. 1 have heard
with great pain and regret of the murder by the savages of Mr. T'iflins and
family. T'his horrid butckery must be avenged ; it appeals to every heart,
and should raise every hand. I approve of the course you have taken.
The company you have ordered out, you will continue n active service
until General ‘T'aylor shall have made the necessary arrangements for the
defence of the settlements. 1 shall write him immediately by express,-and
you may rely with confidence on his zeal and promptitude in giving every
protection in his power to the frontier. 1t will be gratifying to you, and to
our fellow-citizens in East Florida, to learn that, while at Washington, I suc-
ceeded in making every arrangement with the Secretary of War necessary to
the entire security and defence of our frontier settlers, who have been so long
exposed to the ravages of a savage war. I have re¢ommended to him the
organization of all the frontier inhabitants capable of bearing arms—-the
encouragement of all who have abandoned to return to their homes. They
are to receive the pay and rations of the army; to constitute their own de-
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fence, as far as practicable ; and be permitted to cultivate their own fields,
and have the benefit of their own labor. 1 have also recommended the
settlement of military eolonics on every part of the public lund susceptible
of cultivation; the men to receive pay, rations, and clothing ; 1o perform
military duty within the lmits of certann distriets, and cnltivate the land—
a quarter seetion of which, including their iinprovements, to be granted to
each settler, in absolute property, ar the elose of the war. or final emigration
of the Seminole Indians.  The whole plan has been approved by the Secre-
tary of War, and has been recommended to Congress, as will appear from
the enclosed extract of a letter from the Secretary of War to General Tay-
lor. T hedieve it will be adopted : and | have, in that event, made arrange-
ments in Kentucky, Teunessee, and Alabama, for the location of several
thousand settlers.  Under this system, 1 am confident the war will be closed
in twelve months, and we shull have at once an active, hardy,qund euter-
prising population ; which will place our claims to a State governnnent
beyond controversy. I will recotnmend the payment of the troops which
served in the troutier defence during the last summer, and use my best
excrtions to have them paid. I shall be very happy to see or hear from you.
Accept the assurance of my high respeet.  Your obedient servant,
R. K. CALL.

.

Colonel RoBerT Brown.

CoLumBia County, Froripa, December 10, 1838.

Dear Sir: I addressed you on the subject of our situation in a letter
dated 24th of last month, and in that letter [ reconnnended the raising of
one or two compauies for the protection of our {rontier. Since the dale
reierred to, fifteen days huve passed away, and our affairs are growing worse
every day. I must now urge the raising of at least two entire compunies of
militia for this froutier, to be continued in service uutil the conmanding
general of the army shall send a force sufficient to give protection to the
citizens of this county ; and this course, if not adopted in a few days, will
find much more than half our country depopulated.  The assaulis of the
Indiuns have becorze so commion, and of such character, that our people are
breaking npdaily, and are only waiting your actien. I most sincerely hope
you will take immediate nction, without wuiting any longer for the regunlar
army. We now have the means in the county of subsisting these mer so
raised 5 and it srems to me that it would be madness to defer any longer,
while the Indians are murdering, plundering, and harassing our citizens,
and that continuvally. Our country has been in & fearful state of alarm for
the last three weeks; and whut is the protection afforded us by the army ?
Noune : only the moving of a company of dragoons from one station of no
great importance to us, to another of as little; and this is what they call
complete protection.

I have loug seen that we must defend ourselves, or share the fate of
many other of eur bleeding citizens; and hesitate not in saying, that circam-
stances justify the calling out of at least two companies of mounted militia.

‘With my best wishes for your health and happiness, 1 have the honor to

be yours, most sincerely,
. R. BROWN.
His Excellency R, K. Carw, Governor of Florida.
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. TaLLanasseg, December 19, 1838.

Dear Sir: 1 have received your letter of the 10th inst. I enclose you,
herewith, a copy of my answer to yours of the 24th ult. I have not yet
heard from General Taylor, but I have no doubt that all the effective men
of your county and that of Alachua will be immediately organized and
received into the service, on the terms proposed by me to the Secretary of
War, which have been adopted by him in his report, and recommended by
the President to Congress, as will appear from the message herewith en-
closed. General Taylor, ere this, must have received my letter; and . "~ ave
every confidence in his prompt action for carrying the views of the G "1-
ment into execution. In the mean time, you are hereby authorized to o pt
such temporary measures as you may find necessary for the protection ol the
inhabitants of your county, relying on the justice and liberality of the Gen-
eral Government for an approval. I need not repeat to you an expression of
the deep anxiety I feel for the security and welfare of the frontier inhabitants,
who have so long maintained their positions against our savage enemy ; and
it affords me pleasure to say that I om well convinced that the same senti-
ments are equally cherished by the commanding general, the Secretary of
War, and the President of the United States. Every effort will be made to
give security to the settlers, as well as to bring this disastrous war to a close.

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

R. K. CALL.

Col. RoBerT BrOWN, 12t Regiment F. M.

TarLaaAssEE, December 31, 1838.

Dear Sin: I have received a letter from General Taylor, in reply to one
which 1 addressed to him on the 8th inst.,informing him of the recent murder
committed by the Indians in your county, and of the authority 1 had given
you to call a company into service for the dcfeuce of the settlements. 'The
General, so far from recognising this company in service, expresses the opin-
ion that, with three companies of dragoons, and two companies of militia he
had previously ordered Coloncl Twiggs to receive into service, his force will
be ample for the defence of the frontier settlements. This being the view
taken by the General, the troops I have authorized you to call out will not be
recognised by him, and will, therefore, not be paid by the United States.
General Taylor has full authority from the Secretary to conduct the war and
defend the country in such manner as he may think proper; and the Gov-
ernment will only adopt such measures as he may recommend. Having no
funds at my command to pay and subsist troops called out on my own
authority, T should hold out to them false hopes of compensation were I to
continue them in service after I had learned, or Leen given to understand,
that they will not be recognised by the officers of the Government. Under
these circumstances, I feel it my duty to disband all the troops of the Ter-
ritory serving under my authority. You will, tharefore, on the receipt of
this, dismiss those of your regiment, unless they should be received and
recognised in service by some officer of the Government having competent
authority. Had I the means of paying and subsisting the militia, I would
at once organize and order into service all the frontier inhauitants capable
of bearing arms, for the defence of the settlements. But I cannct think of

12
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practising so great a deception as that of continuning men in scrvice tinder
the expectation of being paid, when 1 have no mcans of cuabling me to
realize their expectotion. I have requested General Taylor to have yeur
men mustered, and paid for the time they shall be in service,  "This T hope
will be done; but should 1 be disappointed in this expeetation, I will en-
deavor to procure pay through the Legislative Council, although [ regard
this almost as an hopcless effort, in the present state of the country, You
will please inform me of the present state of your frontier, and of the force
you may have employed in its defence, in order that 1 may be able to lay
the subject properly hefore the Legislative Council.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

R. K. CALL.
Colonel Roprrr Brown,
Commanding 12th Regiment 1" M.

< ———

NewnNaNsvVILLE, April 11, 1838,

Drar Sir: Before I finished iy communication to you on the 9th, I was
notified that a body of Indians were trailed to within one mile of Newnans-
ville. I immediately moved after them, yet without success. 1 continued
my chasc after them yesterday, the 10th, also, without beiug able to attack
them. It was a party that had been in Columbia county, and killed and
plundered a Mr. Smith and his son.  On Monday another party killed Mr.
Nathaniel Jones and hisson, on New river, within about thirteen miles of this
place. That party was pursued by Captain Mills, as he reported to me yes-
terday, without success. I'he inhabitants of Alachua county are in great
confusion ; they, in most cases, are moving back to Newnansville, or some
other post. When I returned yesterday, every part of the town was {ull of
wagons and carts loaded with their articles and families. What heart
would not pity the cases of our citizens—after being deprived of the liberty of
making the two last crops ; and now, the present year, when they have all
rushed out, and in a most unparalleled manner endeavored to make up all
lost time—now, when they have uearly completed their planting, to be driven
away again, it is too shocking for the mind to bear. I think it due to the
credit of General Fustis to state to you that I wrote to himon the 8th inst.;
and he sent two companies of regnlars under the command of Major Dear-
born, who got here last evening. One of the companies he has kindly of-
fered to station here, which offer was thank{ully received by me and the
citizens of Newnansville; the other company he expects to station at Charles
ferry, on the Suwanece river.

By the advantage of this company being stationed here, it will give me a
better opportunity in following the Indians, if my movements are approved
by your excellency. I respectfully solicit your excellency to give an order
ana advise at as early a period as possible, as the citizens are in great con-
fusion on the subject. I trust your excellency will pardon any thing that
may be considered unmilitary or exaggerating in this communication, as 1
write about two o’clock in the morning, after three days’ hard service.

I am, sir, with great consideration and respect, yours, respectfully,

: J. GARRASON,
Major 6th regiment I". M.
His Excellency R. K. Cavr,
Governor of Florida.
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NewwnansvILLE, April 9, 1838,

Str: The eclection in this county resulted in the choice of Wm. J.
Miils as colonel, and mysclf as major, with but very little difficulty or dis-
seuting votes,  But there was cousiderable of debate about the lieutenant
colonel’s election ; and Colonel Mills being absent on business at Washing-
toni, 1 immediately, on being notificd of the result of the election, ordered
that the battalion or regiment should be organized, which the accompany-
iug copy of elections will show to your exccliency. My motive for this
communication to you is to request of your excellency that an order might
issue from you to enable this battalion to go into the service of the country,
with a certainty of being paid for their services, aud to ration them and
their horses, &ec.

To give you an idea of the sitnation of our country : It was ou the 31st
of March that it was reported that a considerable body of Indians were
seen in about half a mile of Newnansville ; Iimmediately started out with
fifteen men to ascertain the fact, but without suceess. On the three first days
of last week, it was still certain that there were scattering Indians in our
neighborhood ; on Thursday morning Elias Knight, Esq., saw one; on
Satarday 1 received information of a large body being trailed into the Sun
Falaska hammock ; they advanced up as high as Colonel Sunchez’s planta-
tion. On yesterday, 1 was out after them with part of Captains Walker’s,
Ellis’s, and Fope's companies, but found no Tudians, but plenty of sigus ;
believed to be about from thirty to fifty m number.

Your excellency will perceive that these are circumstances that are in-
mediately under my eye, and 1 do not wish to trouble you with the many
circumstatnces that are in all our county. I have only mentioned the above ;
but should your excellency wish a report of the mauy depredations com-
mitted by them in our county, I will with pleasure submit it to you.

I wish, likewise, to state to your excellency that our county is in a worse
condition than it has ever been, with the exception of sickness, since the
commenceinent of the war. 1 have been under the necessity of calling on
the different captains for aid in putting down these hostilities if possible.
And I must respectfully solicit your excellency’s advice on the subject, as
my orders will not be obeyed long, without your approving the same. I
wish further to state, that there are no Government troops near this place, and
that our town is entirely unprotected by them. We have neither arms, ammu-
nition, nor any thing else, except our private arms, and they are generally in
bad order, occasioned by being supplied by the Government when they were
in service. I would most respectfully suggest to your excellency the pro-
priety of your issuing an order to me to make a requisition on the quarter-
master, as also the officers in charge of the ordnance stores at Black creek,
for subsistence, forage, arms, and ammunition for the 6th regiment Florida
militia. :

Sir, from the situation of our county I do not think it would be advisable to
have the militia of this county attuched to that of Columbia—that is, the 6th
regiment attached to the 12th—as there are scattering Indiansin both coun-
ties. Neither do I think it advisable to have the militia attached to the re-
gular service, for their movements are too slow for the present service under
consideration. What I would respectfully submit is, that it be done under
the faith of the Territory. But as you are Governor and commader-in-
chief of said Territory, your advice and orders will be strictly adhered to

and ebeyed by me.
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I have now only to request that you will, on the reccipt of this, issue your
orders to me, as it is yours to order and mine to obey.
With great consideration and esteem, I am, sir, yours, respectfully,
J. GARRASON,
Major 6th regiment I M.
His Excellency R. K. Carr..

N. B. I wish also to state, that all the sustenance to the suffering inhabit-
ants has been withdrawn from this place ; the officers have removed all the
public stores fromn Newnansville.

TALvLAuasseR, 4pril 15, 1838,

Sir; Ihave received your letters of the 9th and 11th instant, accom-
panied with the election returns of the officers of the 6th regiuient of Flo-
rida mililia, and herewith enclose you their commissions.

I have read with deep regret the distressing account you have given me
of the situation of Columbia and Alachua counties; and, had I the power,
I would most cheerfully adopt the several measures you have suggested for
their defence. But the Government have intrusted the defence of the fron-
tier to the officers of the United States army, and have not autherized me,
or given me the means of doing any thing for the protection of the people.
The quartermasters and commuissaries stationed in East Florida, not being
subject to my order, would disregard any requisition made on them by nie
to supply troops not in the service of the United States; nor wiil the Gov-
ernment pay the men ordered into service by me, even to save-the women
and children of the frontier from inevitable destruction, unless on the re-
quisition of the general commanding their own troops.  This fact has been
fully proven in Middle and West Florida, where I have horrowed and paid
out to the troops raised by me for the defence ot the frontier $385,000, no
part of which has yet been refunded by the General Government. I would,
therefore, recommend you to represent the situation of the frontier people
to General Kustis, who, I understand, is in the immediate command, and
ask of him the necessary supplies and defence. From what [ have been in-
formed of his character as an officer, I cannot believe that he will withheld
any thing which may be deemed necessary for the protection and security to
the settlements. 1f, however, I am wistaken in this belief, and he should
refuse to receive into service a sufficient volunteer force to co-operate with
the regular troops in defending the country and driving back the enemy,
you are hereby authorized to organize such a force from your battalion, un-
der the authority of the Territory, as will give security to the frontier of
Alachua. Should you be compelled to resort to this measure, and the troops
thus raised are not hereafter recognised by the Government, I will endeavor to
have them paid so soon as funds can be procured for the purpose, by the au-
thority of the Legislative Council. With regard to forage and subsistence,
1 regret to say that I have not the means of furnishing either. I have been
endeavoring for some time past to procure suitable funds to send to New
Orleans for a supply of corn for the suffering inhabitants of Alachua «nd
Columbia ; but, hitherto, have found it impossible. I am in hopes of pro-
curing a small amount in a short time, and, as soon as practicable, I will send
a cargo of corn to Fort White. Thisisall that I haveany hope of accomplish-
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ing with the means I now possess, and the authority with which T am in-
vested. I have represented the sitnation of the country to our Delegate
in Congress, and have called on him in the most earnest manner to provide
the necessary protection and support for the inhabitants who have snffered
so long, and have defended their homes so nobly,  Whatever I can do, you
may rest assured shall be done for your relief.
Very respectfully,
R. K. CALL.
Major J. Garrason.

NewnansviLLe, June 12, 1838.

Sti: Our county at this time is much relieved from the Indians, to
what it was some time past; but we are not without dunger. Agreeably to
your communication, authorizing me to raise a sufficieut force from my
battalion to defend the frontier of Alachua, and an order I had issued pre-
vious to my receiving the same, I have kept the whole of the battalion in
service ; and I still beheve it to be necessary, although the Indians, at pres.-
ent, are beaten off from us. But the reason of their leaving our ueiglibor.
hood is, that we gave them no rest, but were continnally after them, as long
as they were in our reach,

1 beg leave to state to your excellency that, agreeably to your communi-
cation of the 18th ultimo, I immediately weut to Fort White to receive the
corn, but found it in a very bad condition, The corn, although a very
good article, was put up in damaged bags, which caused a considerable
loss ; and T was inforwed by the owner of the boat that there was a failure
in the quantity of two hundred busnels when they received it; and I think
there will be a loss of three hund-ed bushels ou account of the bags—
making a nett loss of five hundred bushels.

I have bueu necessarily compelled to purchase a considerable quantity -
of corn and forage for the horses, while in service, to the amount of twelve
or fifteen hundred dollars; aid as I am nearly run out of funds by losses
by the Indian depredations, and many other causes, I have to request you
to inform wme on what plan I can have the money refunded to me again, as
I am in great need of it, to carry on the service; for forage and provisions
are very scarce and hard to com: at in this county, and 1 feel desirous to
do all I can to close the war. 1 should write more particulars, but Adju-
tant Byrd will give you this communication, and he is prepared to give
you any information you may require, as he has been with me in most
cases, aud can inform you verbally.

Major Beckham informs me that he will accompany Adjutant Byrd to
Talluhassce. He was clected lieutenant colonel on the 9th instant. Major
Beckham is a guntleman that deserves the promotion of his fellow citizens
aud the iuhabitauts of Alachua for his pust services. - Nothing would have
prevented his having au almost nnanimous vote, but the question not being
decided conceruing the tie at the last election.

If your excelleuey would think proper to commission him, it would give
satisfaction to most of the citizens and voters of Alachua county, althongh,
perhaps, not strictly within the letter of the law.  Asrele s to myself, it will
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be left entirely with you to decide, as I wmn perfectly satisfied with what
your excelleney’s wisdom decides and directs.
With great consideration aud respeet, 1w, sir, your humble servant,
J. GARRASON
His Excelleney R. K. Cawnr.
Gocerner of Floridu.

TaLLauasser, June 23, 1838,

Diar Sin: I have just received your letter of the 12th instant, and re-
gret very much to hear of the oss on the corn 1 caused to be shipped for
the use of the sullering inhabitents of Alachua and Columbii. Tt was with
great difficulty this quamlty (2,000 bushels) was procured, and 1 shall be
unable to send any additional sapply.

With regard to the sum you have paid for corn for the use of the horses
in service, I wmsorry o inform you that 1 possess no means by which the
amount can be reftinded to yvou.  In my last letter to yvou on that subject,
1 think | stated, distinetly, that I should be unable to furuish either forage
or subsistence for the ‘erritorial troops, and authorized you to raise so
many men only as might be necessary for the protection of the se!tlements.
Not having reccived a report from you, I was not apprized, until yesterday,
that you considered your whole battalion in the service of the Territory.
The limited authority and means which 1 possess, under the resolution of
the Legislative Council, will not justify me in keeping so large a foree in
service loniger than would bLe absolutely necessary to drive the ludiaus out
of the scetilements. Had I the means of supporting a Territorial army, I
should not hesitate in employing one; but, under existing circumstances, I
should do equil injustice to your battulion, and the rest of the Territory,
were I to recognise them in service, and depend on taxation to raise o fund
~tor their payment.  "I'he United States are bonnd to protect our citizens

from the depredations of the Indians; aud it was only 1 those euses wherc
the Government neglected or refused to give that protection that 1 author-
ized Territorial troops to he raised. I an now informed that General
Taylor and Colonel 'T'wiggs are fully auihorized to receive into the service
of the United Stales any imber of men they may deem necessary for the
defence of the settlements.  You will, thercfore, tender your command to
them, and consider it no longer in the suvico of the Territory, unless, from
extreme lecessity, u Sllbbtql]l ut order should be given for that purpose, on
the refusal of these officers to provide for the defence of the frontier. I
regret to be under the necessity of adopting this course. 1 duly appreciate
the zeal and patriotism of the people of Alachua; but knowing, as I do,
the difficulties, if not the impossibility, of pmcurm o Territorial funds for
their payment, I cannot think of retaining them in service one day louger
than absolute necessity may require.

Very respectfully, your obedient servaunt,

R. K. CALL,
Governor of Florida.
Major J. GARRASON.
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TaLranassee, July 31, 1838.

Sir: I enclose you herewith a copy of a letter which 1 have just received
from Col. Dupont, commanding the militia of Gadsden county, informing me
of the murder recently committed by the Indians ou a family within twcnty
miles of this place, and at a point where, hitherto, no danger has been ap-
prehended ; and also a copy of my letter to Major Dearborn. The Indians
are now masters of the country situated betwecen the Apalachicola and Ock-
lockney rivers, and between the seaboard and our settlements, presenting an
arca of more than fifty miles in extent. Their numbers are not fully ascer-
tained ; but traces of fifty or sixty warriols have been discovered, and it is
believed they have a much greater force. There is no barricr to prevent
them from communicating with the Apalachicola bands, with whom it is
believed they have constant intereourse ; ; and, uuless they are expelled from
their present position, I have no doubt in a very short time every warrior of
the latter band will be united with them in hostility against us, and the
counties of Leon and Gadsden, which have until now enjoyed comparative
tranquillity, will exhibit a wide spread scene of ruin aud devastation. To
obviate these disasters, [ promptly ordered into service three compaunies of
mounted men, the command of which, yon will perceive, was tendered to
Major Dearborn, for the purpose of co-operating with the regular troops,
and of driving the enemy from our setilements,  In reply to my communi-
cation on this subject, Major Dearborn informs me that he is positively
ordered not to receive mounted men inte service, and hus made a requisi-
tion on me for two companies of foot. Iregret to inform you that at this
season of the year footmen cunnot be raised in this Territory, without re.
sorting to draughts, which are excecdingly difficult to exceute, and which,
uuder our system, has been, and will always be,attended with a delay which
must be fatal to those whose safety depends on raising men by this process.
Our citizens are ready, almost with one voice, to mount their horses and
march against the enemy ; but, without forage and without subsistence,
nothing can he accomplished, und the Exceutive of the Territory without
funds 1s unable to supply them. I canuot believe that the Government of
the United States will stop to calculate the diffirence in expense between
mounted wen and footmen, while the lives of hapless women and children
are exposed to the most immincut peril, aud when their salety requires the
most prompt and decisive action. Dday must be fatal to hundreds of per-
sons, and thousands of private property. My duty requires me to defend
both ; I cannot hesitate in the course to be pursued. I shall order a bat-
talion of two hundred and fifty mounted men to take the field, and pursue
the Indians until they shall have been driven beyond the reach of annoy-
ance. 1 tender you the commaud of these troops, and have to request that
they may be furnished with the necessary transportation, arms, ammunition,
forage, aud sustenance.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

R. K. CALL,
Governor of Florida.
Licut. Col. J. Green, U. 8. 6th Infuntry.

TacLanasses, July 31, 1838.

Sir: In reply to the communication which you did me the honor to hand
to me this day, relative to the employment of mounted men to operate against
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the hostile Indians that are at present overrunning the country, murdering
the inhabitants, and destroying their property, I have the honor to state to
your excelleucy, in reply, that Major Dearborn inforined me a few days
since that he had been specially forbidden to receive mounted men to be
mustered into the service. T'he instructions which Major Dearborn has
received on this subject must necessarily govern e, as his successor in
command of these troops for this section of country, Being satisfied in my
own mind of the necessity of employing a mounted force, I will take the
earliest opportunity of forwarding your communication, with the other cor-
respondence which accompanied it, to Brevet Brigadier General Z. Taylor,
commanding the army in Florida; at the same time, it will afford me great
satisfuction to do any thing in my power to meet your excelleney’s views.
With regard to the prosccution of cnergetic measures against these nur-
derers, I am sensible there is no time to be lost, and that, if they are not soon
checked, the border settiements will be laid in ashes and the inhabitants
murdered.
I have the lionor to be, sir, your excellency’s obedient servant,
J. GREEN,
Lieut. Col. 6th Infantry.
His Excellency R. K. CaLw,
Governor of I'lorida.

Quincy, Fr., July 28, 1838.

Dean Sir: Upon the receipt of your commuuication in Tallahassee I
immediately proceeded to Quiney, where I fouud the two young men who
had survived the attack vpon their father’s faumily.  From the mformation
derived froin these youug men, J was induced to hope that the girl, who was
stated to bave been killed, might possibly have escaped ; and npon which
supposition ] foaud that my fellow citizens had organized a body of twenty-
five men. to be ready to march as soon as I'should arrive from Tallahassee.
Under this conviction, aud with a view, moreover, to pay the last tribute of
respect to a murdered fellow-eitizen, we started from Quincy at 6 o'clock,
P. M., and reached the scene ol murder at 8 o’clock next morning. On
approaching we heheld a scene which can scarcely be portrayed to the im-
agination. 'Fhe whole premises had been reduced to ashes; the domestic
animals, such as hogs, dogs, &c., which had all been killed, were lying
around the smoking ruins ; aud cvery thing gave cevidence of the most wan-
ton cruelty and mischief. Finding the signs very recent and munerous, I
immediately took measures to prevent a surprise, and ordered the spy guard
to make the necessary search for the bodies of thie murdered victims. Major
William O. Kenan, who had command of the guard, soon returned with the
intelligence that he had diseovered the bodies of both father and daughter,
both dreadfully mangled, particnlarly the old gentleman, vho had his
throat cut.  After having interred the bodies as decently as our means
would admit, I commenced making such observations as might be necessary
to unide us in our future operations.  The following is the result.

We discovered the heads of seven beeves which had been killed by the
enemy, and, from the closest ealeulation which we could make while on the
spot, there could not have been less than thirty or forty bushels of corn
gathered from the field ; in addition to this quantity, they took about twenty



185 [ 278 ]

bushels of old corn from the crib, which they carried a short distance and
shelled, leaving the cobs. At the river bank, which is a short distance from
the house, I discovered four distiuct landings where they had loaded their
boats.  The paths leading from the field and house to the river were much
trodden, and, from every indication around the premises, I am induced to
believe that the number of the enemy conld not have been less than fifty or
sixty. Ounc of the young men states that he counted about filty in one
gang.

Under the existing circumstances, and holding the relation that 1 do to
the citizens of this county, I feel a weight of responsibility which renders
my situation far {rom enviable. After the maturest deliberation upon the
meusures best to be adopted, I have arrived at the following conclusion, to
wit : that our measures must be of an offensive, instead of a defensive char-
acter ; for, with an extent of frontier exceeding one hundred miles, I feel
the means at my disposal wholly inadequate to the purpose of defence. 1
have come to the conclusion that it will require a much larger force to give
protection fo the froutier, acting upon the defensive, than it would to enter
the enemy’s country and drive him from his fastnesses. Under these con-
vi .ions, 1 have delayed taking any steps for the preseut. I will endeavor to
see you early in the week, at which time 1 will communicate more at large.
I aminduced to believe that, if the regular troops now in the country would
operate encrgetically, they might possibly capture this lawless band, as they
will no doubt concentrate in the vicinity of their late booty. It is possible,
however, that they may have intended these provisions for a trip to the
east, as they gave every evidence of being well supplied with boats.

I am, very respect{ully, yours, &e.,
C. H. DUPON'T,

Colowel, commanding 5th reg. . M.
R. K. Carw, Governor of Floridu.

TarLanasseE, July 28, 1839.

Sir: The distress and suffering of the frontier inhabitants of Florida, and
the danger and destitution to which they are continually exposed, have in-
daceu me to send a deputation from amoug our most intellizent and respect-
able citizens to confer with and to represent to your excellency the true
condition of this "T'erritory, in the hope that measures may be adopted to
avert in future the evils and perils to which we have been so long exposed.
For this purpose, I have named the Hon. Thos. Randall, the Hon. Charles
Downing, General Thomas Brown, Colonel George S. Hawkins, Colonel
H. W. Braden, Colonel R. Fitzpatrick, and Mr. William Brockenborough.
Most of these gent'emen have served in the different campaigus and expedi-
tions against the Indiaus, and have acquired much experience in the war.
Their extensive interests are identified with the fate of Florida. They are
acquainted with the sitiation of the country and the character of the ene-
my, and will he able to give you much valuable information. [ hope your
excellency will pardon the liberty I have taken in presenting them to you
for this purpose, as well as for the suggestions and remarks I shall venture
to make.

- ILam aware, sir, of the deep interest you have felt, and still fecl, no less
itr the successful prosecution of this harassing war, than for the safety and
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prosperity of this country ; and nothing hut « sense of duty to the people of
Florida could have induced me to intrude on your attention.

I have been an anxious spectator of the passing events of this war. 1
have witnessed the heroic and manly struggle of the frontier settler to de-
fend his family and his home against the assaults of the ecnemy. Butl
have scen house after house, and family after family, fall heneath the hands
of the savage. 1 have seen scttlement after settlement recede before the
ravages of the infuriated Seminole, leaving behind them a depopnlated
country and a waste of smoking ruins. Step by step has the enemy ad-

vanced on his path of blood and desolation.  He has added hundreds of
square miles, which were once inhabited by an industrious and prosperous
people, to the silence aud gloom of the wilderness. His desolating march
has swept over the cmmlly with the fury of the whirlwind, and has brought
the froutier within a few niiles of the capital.  Thousands of private pro-
perty has been destroyed, and hundreds of our citizens have perished.  Limi-
gration has becen bmpuldcd, and onr planting interests measurably ne-
orloctcd Snch, sir, has been the suceess of the enemy 5 and such is the
m(.llmt holy picture which this conntry presents, after a war of near four
years’ continuance, in which millions and millions of public treasure have
been liberally ('\ponded to support the armies operating in Florida.  And
what, sir, are the trophies and the advantages we are permitted to display
against this humilinting catalogue of our losses and our sufterings?  What
territory have we won from the enemy?  Not a square foot beyond the
reach of the guns of onr camps and our forfresses; and cven now, the sol.
dicrs, in passing from post to pest on the roads by which they are con-
nected, are sometimes shot down by the lurking and unseen savages. No cit.
izen on our border, for the space of three hundred miles, can leave his house
in pursuit of his d.ulv avocations, without danger to his own person, and
the more painful apprehension of finding his family butchered on his re tuen,
Notwithstauding the presence of a large regular force on this frontier, with-
in the last twelve menths many of the Indians have ewigrated with their
families to Middle Florida, where they have built houses, cleared lands, and
cultivated crops during the present season.  Their suceessful advance has
been as steady and as unfaltering os the march of time; and, unless arrested
in their progiess, the last house, aud the laxt inhabitant of Florida, must
eventually share the fate of those that have sircady fullen.

I am aware, sir, that Florida has been reproachied and most unjustly cen-
sured for not defending herself against the inroads of the savages. With
her sparse population, (near one- fia'” of whom are slaves,) scattered over a
vast extent of tcrntmy——\vlth a frontier vuluerable at every point for the
distance of more than three hundred miles--without the means of procur-
ing arms, ammunition, and provisions—but littie could reasonably have
been expected of her.  She has, however, with her fecble force and limited
resources, cver heen ready to do her duty. She has done much to repel
invasion and protect those exposed to danger; and that she has done no
more, is mainly to be attributed to the want of arms, ammunition, and
other s.upplics, which have been frequently withheld {rom us when most
required, by those who alone had the power to furnish them. Asa proof of
this, 1 beg leave respectfully to call your attention to the accompanying cor-
respondence which T have, at different times, held with the officers of the
army and of the militia of Ilorida on this and other subjects connected
with the defence of the frontier. Allow me to say, sir, that I can commu-
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nicate several instances, occurring under my own personal observation,
where whole families have been butchered by the enemy, in consequence of
the refusal of the officers of the Government to furnish from the abundant
public stores the supplies required to support the troops ordered out by me
for the defence of the frontier.  There are, however, some honorable in-
stances to the contrary ; and, among them, it affords me great pleasure to
say that from Lieutenant Colonel Greeu, Major Charles Mapes, and Captain
Heintzelman, of the quarterinaster’s department, [ have at all times re-
ceived every aid and assistance in their power to give.

It is not my desire to cast reflections upon any one, and I shall offer no
remark on any pert of this correspondence. It is for you to decide whether
the measures I have at different times proposed for the defence of the fron-
tier have been properly regarded ; whether the protection 1 have recom-
mended has been given; and whether much of the suftering and destruction
of human life which has ensued might not have been avoided by the adop-
tion of these suggestions.  There is one fact unquestionable : Since the 1st
of February last more blood has been shed, and more property has heen
destroyed, m Middle Florida, than there has heen during the whole period
of the war beside. The enewy still hovers on onr bu)dors threatening
every [ronticr house with destruction, though there are tw clve companies
of regular troops in summner quarters west of the Suwanee river and east of
the Walkulla. I have at this time two companies of the IMlorida t.oops in
the pay of, and subsisted Ly, the Territory ; and I'shall employ as many more
as the limited resources of Florida will snpport, until the enemy shall have
been driven beyond the reach of annoyance to the settlements. — Of this, sir,
you may be well assured : Florida cannot long endure her present condi-
tion ; the ravages of this war upon her substance and the lives of her peo-
ple may ]-Nl\ be compared to the devouring cuncer, which first appears
on the exterior of the human body ; it increases slewly aud steadily, but its
constinmation is the destrucetion of lite.  Not less certain must be the re-
sult of this war, in the slanghter or expulsion of every white inhabitant of
Florida, nunless wore energetic and persevering measures are adopted for its
prosecution.

1 shall attempt no criticism upon the campaigns of the last two winters,
nor will T discuss the policy or propricty of the truce lately entered into
with the Seminoles. The former failed to produce the desired result. The
latter has been most treacherously and perfidiously violated by the enemy ;
und this exterminating war is now renewed, with all its horrors The
untiring perseverance of General Jesup and General Ta:”’ . their zeal,
energy, Cand skill, entitled them to greater success and higher distinction
than they have .mqmrcd in this war. Nor do I believe other generals will
be more suceessful, acting on the policy and plan heretofore prrsaed by
the Government.  The great error, in iny opinion, which has been com-
mitted, lias been in the shortness of the period in which our armies have
held the field. Against this policy T entered my most earnest remonstrance
with the then Seerctary of ‘War, when the army retired in the spring of
1836, leaving the enemy to riot in the blood and plunder of our people ;
I then urged the continued proseculiuu of the war, uuntil its final termina-
tion, without regard to seasons. Three years’ experience has confirmed
me in the opinion 1 then entertained ; and had this policy been pursued,
I doubt not the war would long since have bzen brought to a successful
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~and honnrnblc conclucmn :md wnh less than half lhe loes of llft. :md ex-

. penditure of treasure it hns already cost thé Government, " :
.. T'he army has never remained loig enough in the field-to produce any

,decmvc result. . These short ewpedmons of a few months ar weeks, re-
~quiring, ‘on each occasion, a new outfit of transportation and snpplies, hzwe

had a lendency to exhaust the resources of the Government, while, by their

- failare to snhdite the enemy, the) havc added to_his conhdence, and con--
firmed his resistance.

Be assured, sir,.that the warlike Semmoleﬁ in 1helr nitive hammocks,
~are not to'be sabdued in a campaign of two or three months’; nor will they
-even be dispirited by such operations, when they know that- the army will"-

retire into summer qnarters with the first appearance -of spring, leaving .
“them andisputed masters of the. field. So long as they shall enjoy nine
“months in the year secure from pursuit—so long as they are permitted
to cultivate their fields in- peace, and prosecute this predatory - warfare
“on the frouticr inhabitants with impunity, they will.continue to resist our
power..~ The enemy has-shown himsell too treacherous for .negotiation.
“The last hope of subduing him by kindness, and closing the war by con-
- cilinfory measures, must have expired with: the late victiins of his treach-
“eryand cruelty. © War to the kmfe”—uncomprommnrr exterminating war—
is his niotto and his-determination. . “IL it is to be clmed by the ~uccess of
otir arms, rely on it, sir, it must be prosecuted without regard to seasons:
“The pursnit of the enemy must he persevering and continuous;-without
halt, truce, or parley, until he shall te convinced both of our power -and.
our unylcldl'w determination to snbdue him. - For iny own part, I do not
belicve, sir, that the.end of time will find the Seminoles'a conquered “peo-
ple, unless there should be a change in the manner of conducting the war.

I will not pretend to say that “the present army of the. Uuued States, -
- composed for the most part of officers and men reared in ‘a more northern
"lamude, nnaceustomed. to the burning sun of the south, can: prosecute the
~war in Florida during the summer months without much hazard and loss.
'The experienced cenernls ‘who command the army are much better calcu-

lated than. mveelf to decide this qneetlon But for the people of the south
and west, I aw prepared to speak. There are men in Florida, Georgia,”
and the nowhbormg States, who, if permitted, will take the field, und hold
it.through every v vnclssxtude and chauge of season ; men who will not halt
- for the summers’ heat “or winter’s cold, until lhp enemy shali have heen’
finally conquered. ‘It is such a fnrce ‘as_this, sir, that T desire to see
-imhodied for - the- prosecution .of the ‘Florida war.  And, if authorized to-
do so, 1 have every reason to helieve that I canina fe\v weeks have one
or two brigndes ready for service. - With a view of making a fair. ex-
penment with this force, if ‘xppmved I would suggest: the “propriety of
- assigning a particular district for it to operate in, ‘where it will be subject
“alone to. the orders of its own oﬁicers, who will ‘he responsible for any
failure of e:terprise within its limits. .~ This district shonld embrace the -
frontier of Middle and West Florida, and extend as far south as the Withla-
“eoochie, and a line due east from its source to the Atlantic. In presenting-
this plan of operation, 1 am actuated by no unkind feelings towards.the
army of the United States, which has at all times been. dxsuncruhhed for
its gallantry, but by an ardent desire to relieve the peaple of. this Territory
- from the horrors and calamitics of a savage war, which has been so long
maintained or its-borders. 1f, in conjunction with this plan of operatlon,



189 [ 278 )

encouragement is given to emigration by granting a bounty of land, and
allowing pay and rations to those who will settle the country and enrol
themselves for service, in a few months there would be a sutlicient popula-
tion of hardy, enterprising men, located in the peninsula, to hold their
‘positions against the whole force of the Indians.  When this perfidious and
savage people, who disregard all pledges, however solemuly made, and who
cannot be won by kindness and conciliation, however sincerely profiered,
shall see, instead of the fronticr settlements giving way before them, a white
population making permanent settlements in the wilderness, they will no
longer hope for success in their desperate resistance, and will be satisfied
to emigrate from the country.

For the defence of the {frontier settlements, allow me, sir, to call your
attention to the plan I suggested to the Secretary of War, in a letter which
1 had the honor to address to him on that subject, dated the 4th of October
last. Had this plan been adopted, I eutertain the belief that the present
settlements in Florida would not only have been entirely free from danger,
but that the line of frontier would have been advanced far beyond its
present boundary ; that the numerous plantations from which the inhabit.
ants have been driven during the war would have been reoccupied and
cultivated during the present year; thus driving the Indians within more
narrow limits, and producing a large quantity of corn for the use of the
army during the next campaign. Should you approve of the plan then sug-
gested, i1s execution may yet contribute greatly to the security of the present
frontier inhabitants. In a conversation held with the Secretary of War on
the subject, he expressed himself favorably disposed to this plan, and he
gave an order for its partial execution ; but the commanding general con-
sidered the order addressed to his discretion, and it was never carried into
execution,

If the suggestions I have ventured to muke should be deemed unworthy
of consideration, I hope they may at least induce your excellency to ex-
umine into the present situation of this Territory, and provide for its in-
habitants a better system of defence. If the war raged only at a distance,
and the lives and fortunes of our people were secure {rom danger, we might,
like other citizens of the United States, look with calmness on the scene of
conflict, and leave the arms of the nation to vindicate their own reputation.
But while our slumbers are nightly broken by the yell of the savages—
while our property is arrested from our possession, and our wives and
children are perishing in the flames of our own dwellings-—we can no longer
be silent. We must invoke the constituted authorities for protection; but,
above all, we ask that we may be furnished with the means of protecting
ourselves, and defending those who are dearer than our own existence.

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

: R. K. CALL,
Governor of Florida.
His Excellency MarTIN VAN Buren,
President of the United States.

TarLLauassgg, August 5, 1839.

Sir : I have the honor herewith to enclose a copy of my correspondence
with Colonel William Davenport, of the United States army, from which
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you will perceive that he has repeatedly refused. to-furnish supplies for the
_troops of the Territory, which I-have thought necessary for the defence of
‘the frontier. . After his first refusal, 1 enclosed to him a copy of your letter,
authorizing me; in cases of emergency, to" call out -a militia force not ex-
ceeditig 300 men, and requiriug the officers of the -Government to farnish
~thew with supplies. I considered the massacre of thirteen persons in one’
~'night by the: fugitive Creek Indians such an emergency as required the-
“exercise.of the authority which yoit ‘had: conferred on me, particularly as
Colonel Davenport refused positively to move against these Indians with
the ample force under “his command. - His reasons for this you will find
in his letters. . I should he coutent to submit this correspondence to your
consideration without a réemark, were it not for the letter of Colanel Daven-
port of the 21st of May, which was evideutly intended more for the War
“Department and the eye of the  commanding general than for myself. "In’
this letter, the Colonel has, with much ingennity, made out a plausible-ex- -
“cuse for his own. conduct; while he has, in my opinion, indulged in un-
merited censtire and unbecomiug remarks.on the conduct of the people of
this Territory.” A brief narration of facts will plice both in their proper
light. Un the 11th of Februnary the Indians renewed their attacks on the
{frontier settlements of Middle Florida, which were continued with short
. intervals until about the middle of March. ~So. soon. as General Taylor,
then at. Tampa Bay, heard of this unexpected outbreak on the. frontier, (for
“he no doubt believed he had provided an ample force for its protection,) he’
~ordered. Colonel Dayenport, with four’companies of the 1st regiment of in-
fantry, to praceed, by steamboat, to-St. Mark’s, where a company of dragoons
‘were.ordered to' join him. . These troops, with those previously stationed
~in Middle and West Florida, gave Colonel Davenport, as.1 am informed, a
command consisting of fourteen or fifteenn companies.of regular troops. He
arrived at'St. Mark’s on the 5th or 6th of March, with the four companies of
“the 1st infuntry. - Hc ‘was directed by General Taylor to-confer with me,
"but, to the best of my recollection, he wasordered to commence his operations .
north and west of the enemy, so. as to dislodge the fugitive Creeks from
West Florida, and drive the whole Indian force to the west of the Suwanee.
On the evening of the 6th of Murch he had a personal interview with me,
. and made me acquainted with his instructions. ' I then urged him; by every
‘argument I was capable of making. to" proceed, without delay, against the
Creek Indians: T informed him of the danger they threatened to the settle-
" ments, by permitting them to remain in’ the situation they then held, and
offered him any riumber of militia he might require to co-operate with him
“in the expedition. But the Colonel declined moving against the Indians,’
oon the ground that the season was_too far advanced to commence a cam- .
-paign. " It is true; as stated by him, that Captain Hutier had reported that
the Creeks had expressed a willingness to -emigrate, provided they were -
“permitted to go by land ; but this was some two months before, and must
have been known to General Taylor at the time he gave his orders to Col.
‘Davenport, - The Indians had not come in, nor was there, at that time, any
prospect of their doing 'so. At this period, every house on the frontier of
' Middle. Florida was exposed to the utmost danger ; yet on the 11th of
March, as you will perceive from my letter of that date, the four companies
“of the " 1Ist infantry remained encamped at St. Mark’s, and not until some
- days after: did they move out to take the positions I requested them to oc-
cupy in that letter. The Colonel mentions having made a requisition on
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me for four companies of voluntcers, to serve for twelve mouths—two of
horse. and two of foot.  Ie speaks of the delay in raising these troops, as
though it had caused u disappointinent in his plan of operations.  T'he os-
tensible objeet of requiring these troops, as sct forth in his letter of the 21st
of May, was to dislodge the Indians trom Patterson’s hammock.  Lle says,
“that L might do this with the greatest certanty. 1 thought best to employ
in this service men better «u*qnmnted with these [astnesses than the regular
soldiers pretend to e, With thisohjectin view, T called on your e\colleucy
for four companies of Florida volunteers, to serve for twelve months, agree«
ably to a law of the Legislative Council on the 11th of March,” &e.  Now,
sir, the place called Putterson’s hammock does not exceed eight or ten
miles square. It is sitnated abont 40 miles from St. Mark’s, with a good
public road leading from that place almost within sight of it. The com-
pany of dragoons “ordered from the eust to join Colonel Davenport’'s com-
mand must have marched within a few miles of this hammock, and were
alone suflicient to have routed every Indian from it. And there were
several other companies of regular troops stationed not far distant from that
hammock, attended by experie enced guides, and fully competent to the per-
formance of this duty. Before the arrival of Colontl Davenport or the re-
inforcements brought with him, Major Noel, uuder the orders of Coloncl
Green, with his command, penetrated this hqmmock and, but for the wound
he received by the accidental discharge of his own plwtol no doubt is enter-
tained but that he would have driven out every Indian.  One of the mounted
companies required hy Colonel Davenport was raised, mustered into service
for twelve months, and about the 15th of April,in comunctmn with another
company of volunteers, for six mouths.. A number of our citizens and the
regular troops made & drive for the Indians in this celebrated hammock.
But the expedition had been so long delayed, the Indians had abandoned it.
On the 28th of April I received a letter from Colonel Davenport, informing
me that the second company ot mounted men ordered to be raised for twelve
months had failed to rendezvous at the time and place appointed. He says,
“T conclude he (the captain) has not been able to raise a company ; and I am
the less concerned at it,as | already have, in my opinion, as many mounted men
as the service requires in this quarter.” In the swine letter, he asks to be in-
formed whether he may any longer expecet the two foot compames or either
of them, asked for in his letter of the 11th of March. To this letter I gave
an immediate reply ; and informed him, with regret, that volunteer footmen to
serve for twelve months could not be raised in- this Territory at that time;
but that as many mounted volunteers as he might require could be obtained.
I informed him that footmen could only be “raised by draught, and for
four months, agreeably to the laws of the "'erritory, and, it requlred
a draught should be ordered to raise them. No reply was made to this until
the 21st of May, when the Colonel seems to have thought it necessary, in
answer to my letter calling on him to make an e\pedltxou against the Creek
Indians, (who had then recently committed a number of murders ;) to speak
of the delay and disappoiutment in not getting these two companies of foot
for twelve months: He says, « 1 did notcxpcct you to offer me horsemen ; 1
had not asked for four months’ men.” 1In his letter of the 2Sth of Apn]
he says: ¢I had flattered myself, with their aid, (the two companies of
foot asked for, for twelve months)) 1 conld operate against the fugitive
Creeks to the west of the Wakulla, without too much Wbal\cnlllf" my line
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of defence.”  Now, if the Colonel had really been in want of troops, it does
appear to me that he wonld not have been so very fastidious in his choice
as to refuse to receive mounted volunteers for twelve monlhs, or draughted
footmen for four months; nor can 1 sce the necessity of raising men for
twelve months, when nine, at least, out of the twelve, are to be spent in
summer quarters.  In addition to the large regular force employed on this
frontier during the preseut year, there have heen two companies of mounted
volunteers, and a company of dranghted militia a part of the time ; aud yet it
is a fuct well known, that the Indians have built houses, cleared lands, and
cultivated crops west ol the Suwanee, and the froutier of Middle Florida has
suffered more than it ever did when defended alone by four companies of
Florida wilitia.  The Colonel has thought it necessary to speak of some
persons who fled from this Territory to avoid a draught; and this is now,
no doubt, a matter of record in the War Department. When explained,
this will not be considered a matter of reproach against the citizens .of
Florida, among whom there is as much chuaracter, respectability, and spirit,
as will be found in any part of Amerieas The laws of this Territory, how-
ever, make aliens und transient persons, who have been ten days previous-
ly in the 'Territory, liable to draught; and it is not at all remarkable that
such persons, having but little to detain them in the country, and no per-
manent residence, should leave the Terrilory, sooner than serve a campaign
of four months against the Indians, or even to remain in summer quarters
that length of time. It is true that some persous of this description did
run away at the time mentioned by Colonel Davenport; but it has rarely
occurred that any citizen of the Territory, when drau vhted and required to do
so, has not served either by himselt or substitute. In speaking of Captain
Byrd’s company of draughted men, the colonel says, “of the whole num-
ber draughted, very few ‘of them are now in the company.” This state-
ment was also true, and yet it was calculated to make a false impression;
for the company was at that time full, or very nearly so, though the greater
part of the men were substitutes authorized by the laws of the Territory.
I have been thus particular, sir, in commenting on the letter of Colonel
Davenport of the 2Ist of May, not with a view of doing him injury, (for I
have no such desire,) but to do justice to the people of Florida, who, in my
opinion, have been unjustly and illiberally assailled. With regard to the
refusal of Colonel Davenport to furnish the supplies I have required for
the defence of the frontier, I have nothing to say : the facts are now hefore
you, and are submitted without a remark. It is proper, however, that 1
should inform you that I have now two companies of mounted men in the
pay ol, and subsisted by, the Territory; and that I shall employ as many more
as the limited resources of the Territory can support, until every frontier
- settler shall be relieved {.um danger.
I have the honor to be, very respectiully, your obedient servant,
R. K. CALL.
Hon. J. R. PoInseTT,
Secretary of War.
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Cupzcs of the clocumenls referrcd toin R. K. Lali's lettcr of August 5tk,~
1839 addressed to the honorablc J. R, Pomselt 3

HEADQU.»\RTFRS, bT.M\RK’R ’\] F oo
. : Murc/a 11, 1839

_ Sm. etrardmo'xt asa dmy to use all means in my power to nge protec~
tion to all the-frontier inhabitunts, aud believing the aid of part of them ne-
‘cessary to enable me to effect.this end, so much desired by all of -us, 1 have
the honor to request of your exccllumv four companies-of militia. ,
Upou the supposition’ that they can best perform the service which will
be required of them by being a part mounted and.a part on foot, I -have to
request_two companies of each, to serve for one year unless sooner dis-
charged.. ‘
It is desirable that they be. r'used, any way you may think best, as eurly‘
as practicable ; and when organized agreeably to law, (notice being given,)
an-officer- will attend ut the time and place of n.ndemous o muster them
mto the service of the United States. =
‘ T have the honor to be your excellency’s obedient servant
. WM DAVEN POR’I‘
_ C’oloncl commandzng
Hxs bwcelleucy R [x. CALL, pe e v
Talla/wssce, I’londa. »

TALLm &SSEE, IWarc/a ll 1839.

DLAR. Sir: I regret that it will be out of my power to, visit St. Mark’s
to-morrow, as 1- had mtended bat, on reflection, I can find nothmc mate-
rial to add to the suggestions I have already made in my verbal cominuni-
cations with you relative to-the defeuce of this-frontier; which is now ex-
posed to the greatest danger, and is suffering from the repeated and contin-
‘ned attacks and depredauons of the enemy. Allow me agaiu to repeat my

earnest request that one company of ‘the troops under your command may
‘be stationed on or ncir'the St. Augustine road, midway between Charles’s
ferry aud ‘San Pedro; one company midway between San Pedro and the
Oscilla ferry ; ‘one compauy neur the natural bridge of the St. Mark’s; oue
company at Richardsou’s, near the head of the Wakulla ; and one at the
Six-mile spring, on the railroad. The:e, with the-post already established,
should be couuected by a chain of scouts to pass daily from post to post,
and thus-cover the-whole line of frontier, In advance of these posts, 1 pro-
Pose to place the volunteer companies, now rzising, which will be tendered
to you for service. They should be required to scout the whole country.
from the settlements to the sea-coast, which would 1t is beheved, gwe entire
‘protectlnn to Middle Florida. ' T o
o Yours, respectful]y, Lo T
' o ~ R K. CALL_. :
Colonel Wu. DAVDVPORT, U 6. Army ' -

.—.—_——_

WAcrsu, Marck 22, 1839

Dzm Sir: Your excellency's letter of the 20this at hand, You:will
_please rememb;; that the company of the 1st mfantry stauoned near th;
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natural bridge, on the St. Mark’s, was put there by your particular desire.
However, if it is of no service there, I will use it elsewhere, where I have
use for it. My order to him was to locate at the place mentioned by Cap-
tain Byrd, if he thought proper, after examining it. I presume he concluded
that it was not a point promising health,  We have been in active pursuit
of the Indians since the couflict with Powell, and I do not yet despair of
some success. We shall, at least, if I amn not deceived, drive them to the
cast of the Suwaunee before they can get rest.
I wm, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
WILLIAM DAVENPORT,
Colonel commanding.
Governor R. K. Cavr, Tallahassee.

Tarranasser, March 23, 1839.

Dear Sir: Inmmuediately after the receipt of your letter of the 11th inst,,
I gave the necessary orders for raising, for the term of twelve months, four
companies of volunteers (two of foot, and the saine number of mounted men)
agreeably to your requisition. | bave now the honor to inform you that one
company of mouuted men wili be ready at San Pedro to be mustered into
service on the 251h justant, which I have requested Captain Griffin, adju-
tant general of the army of Florida, to inspect and muster into service. It
may require some tinie to organize the remaining three companies, as the
term for whicl the law requires them to be raised is longer than men are
generally willing to engage. As soon as practicable, however, they shall
be raised and reported to you for service. The company of militia under
the command of Captain Byrd will be ready for muster and inspection on
Wednesduy next, at the camp, on the road between Magnolia and Camp
Wacissa. A part of the men have already been in service some time. I
desire that the company may be mustered in such manner as to secure to
them the pay to which they niay be entitled. They were raised when the
settlements were exposed to great danger—two or three at a time, as they
were asscmbled, without waiting for a systematic orgauization. From the
conversation I have had with you on the subject, I have considered both
this and Captain Rowle’s company already under your command. The lat-
ter, like the former, was, from necessity, ordered inlo service before it was
completed ; and, as it has Leen constantly on the scout in service, I cannot
say whether it yet contains the requisite number. You will please give
such orders for its muster and future service as you may think proper.

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
R. K. CALL,
Gwernor of Florida.
Colonel DaveNnFoRT,
Cnited dtatcs army.

TaLLanAssgE, March 23, 1839.

Dean Str: 1 have just received your letter of 22d instant, in reply to
srine of the 20th, in which you obsexve: ¢ You will please remember that
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the company of the 1st infantry, stationed near the natural bridge, on the
- St. Mark’s, was put there by your particular desire.  However, if it is of no
service there, I will use it elsewhere, where 1 have use for it.” From this
remark, it would seem that you consider this company actually at the place
where I requested it to be stationed. Such is not the case, 1 understand
that it is some five or six miles distant from the place { recommended. When
1 requested a company to be stationed at or near the natural bridge of the
St. Mark’s, it was with a view of haviug it placed nuear enough to be of somme
service in gnarding that pass, and not with a design of having it placed some
five or six miles off; and within a few hundred yards of the headquarters of
another company, where it would and rmust be entirely unnecessary, Subse-
quent to my request, you informed me that you had ordered this company to
Richmond, on the St. Mark’s ; which I considered a very good position. On
learning that the company had taken post eig/it miles from that place, along-
side of Captain Byrd’s company of IMlorida militia, I communicated this
intelligence to you, and expressed the opinion that its presence was unne-
cessary there, and not unnecessary at or near the natural bridge of the St.
Mark’s, where I had requested it to be placed. 1 am thus pariicular in re-
plying to this part of your letter, with 2o of/ir object than to acquit myself
of the supposed inconsistency of recommending a station for the troops, and
then immediately condemning it as unnecessary. 1 wish italso remembered
that, in recommending a station at the natural bridge and at the Six-mile
spring on the railroad, it was only temporary, until you should receive fur-
ther mformation with regard to the fugitive Creek ludians in West Florida.
As you expressed an unwillingness to send these companies to a distance
until you received this intelligence, T shall be truly grateful to hear that the
party in pursuit of the Indians, who remained xo long depredating on this
frontier, has succeeded in routing and driving them east of the Suwanee.
I aw, sir, very respectfully, your obedicnt servant,
R. K. CALL.
Colonel WirLLiam Davenro T,
United States ariny.

HeapquarTeRs, Fort Wacissa, M. F.
March 31, 1839,
Sir: 1 did not have the honor to receive your excellency’s letter of the
23d inst. uutil. my arrival here yesterday. 1 regret there should be any
+difterence of opinion between us as regards the station of that company of
the 1st infantry on the road fromn St. Mark’s to Richmond. It was certainly
my wish to station it agreeably to your desire, and, I may add, that I [regret 1]
have failed to do so. You requested in your letter of the L Lth inst., which was
duly received, “ that one company of the troops under your command be
_stationed at or near the natural bridge of the St. Marks;” and it was in "
accordance with this request the company was ordered there.  After every
thing belonging to the company was in the wagon, and the company para-
ded to march, I was visited by Captain Byrd, who informed me that ke was
stationed at the natural bridge, and could guard that pass, and that he
thought I had better send the company to Richmoud. This I mentioned
to Ceptain Day, and told him to look at that point, and, if it promised health,
t0 occupy it. I have not seen the Captain since, but presume that be did
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examine it, and came to the conclusion that it could not be a healthy place.

requested Captain Byrd to go with him, and show him the position he
thought he should occupy with a hope to be useful.  Some three hours af-
terwards I met with you, aud acquainted you with the opinions of Captain
Byrd. You replied that he kucw the country better than you, and Rich-
mond would probably be the best position of the two, By this statement
you will sec that T never ordered « company to take post at Richiwond ; and
if you ever told me that you wishied one there, I have forgotien it. Cap-
tain Day was ordered to take post at or near the natural bridge, but waus told
by me, at the ustant he was about to move, that he might go as high up as
Richmond, shou!d he think that place more favorable to health, after looking
atit. "'he interview I had with Captain Byrd, above referred to, was the
first time [ heard be had a compauy at the natural bridge. |y furthier
state to your excellency, that your letter acqnainting e of the tinie and
place Captain Byrd’s compuany would be ready to be mustered into service,
did not reath nie until yesterday.,  AsCaptain Grillin, who waited on you,
was sent here to perform that duty, I thought yon would have given him
the notice.  T'nis 1 mention by way of an apology for not having an oflicer
in attendance. To-day I'sentan express to Captain Byrd, informing him that
T will be at his camp at 10 o'clock A. M. on Tuesday next, and muster his
company into the scrvice of the United States.  Wishing further informa-
tion from you, I shall visit Tallahassee in the course of four or five days, if”
not prevented by some unforeseen occurrence.  The Indians, as § presume
you have alrcady heard, escaped us.  After hunting about for severul days,
every trace of themn was lost, and all our cfforts availed nothing.

1 am, with great respect, your excellency’s most obedient servant,
' WM. DAVENPOR'T,
Colonel T/, 8. A., comnianding.
His Excellency R. K. Cauwr, -

Tullahassce, Florida.

ITeApQuarTERS, ForT Wacissa,
April 23, 1839.

Sir: Captain Langford visited me at Fort Roger Jones some six days:
since, and gave me notice that he would have a company of mounted men
ready to be mustered on Saturday next, (yesterday.) Having diszppeinted
me on a former occasion, I instructed him to march it to Fort Wacissa,,
where it would be rcceived and mustered into the service of the United
States.

He has not attended, agreeably to his appointment, nor have I heard
from him since. [ conclude he has not been able to ruise a company ; and
1 am the less concerned at it, as I already have, in my opinion, as many
mounted men as the state of the service requires in this quarter.

Owing to circumsu...ces beyond my control, I do not expect service from
g/uptuin Rowell’s company, and shall therefore discharge it at an early

ay.

l<'Vill your excellency inform me whether I am any longer to expeet the
two companies of foot, or cither of thein, asked for in my requisition of the
11th of March last? With their aid, I flatter myself that it would be in my
power to operate aguinst the fugitive Creeks to the west of the Wakulla,
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-without disturbing my line of defence, so soon as the Indians to the east
of that river are driven across the Suwance. Indeed, I have a strong be-
lifgf that they have crossed it already, but I have no positive assurance
of it.
I am, sir, with high regard, your excellency’s very obedient servant,
WM. DAVENPORT,

w Colonet U. N. army, commanding.

His Excelleney R K. Cav,
T'allulassee, Middle Florida.

Tarvauasske, April 28, 1839.

Sir: 1 have received your letter of the present date, desiring to be in-
formed whether there is a prospect of raising the two companies of footmen
required in your letter of the 11th ultimo. I regret to say that volunteers,
to serve on foot for twelve months, cannot be raised in this Territory, As
many mounted companies as you may require can be obtained ; but foot-
men can only be raised by draught ; and the longest time for which they are
liable to serve, under the laws of this Territory, is four months. If required,
a draught will be ordered to organize such a force as you may deem neces~
sary for the service.

With regard to Captain Rowell’s company, I should regret exceedingly
to see it dishanded, although I am satisfied that it is badly organized and.
badly located. 'The men comprising this company are generally good
materials, and, under proper discipline, would make efficient soldiers =
poor they are, and have made sacrifices to enter the service, believing they
would be employed during the period of six months. 1t is now too late for
them to plant, and, if disbanded, they will not only be without employmenty
but without the means of living. I think humanity requires that they shonld.
be retained, and, by changing their position, and placing them in detach=
ments along the frontier, they might be made to perform valuable service.
1 have to request that they may not be disbanded until I shall have had & -
personal interview with you on the subject.

Yours, respectfully,
R. K. CALL:.

Colonel DavexrporT.

TaLcauasser, May 20, 1839.

Sir: It is now more than two years since the fugitive Creek Indians,
driven from the State of Alabama, invaded the western part of this Terri-
tory. With the exception of the annoyance they received fromn our local
militia, called into service on my responsibility, in the summer and fall of
1837, they have been permitted to remain in the country which they occu-
pied by force, almost without interraption, and have committed murders
and robberies on the inhabitants with impunity. Since their first appear-
ance in the country, 1 have repeatedly and most urgently invoked the
proper authorities of the Government to employ an adequate force for their
expulsion ; but, as yet, nothing efficient has been done. You will recollect
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how earnestly my solicitations were addressed to you on this subject, im-
mediately after you assumed the command of this district, in March last.
Thie timperative nature of the measure which I then recommended has been
* fully demonstrated by the recent depredations of this lawless band, A few
days since, near the Apalachicola, four families were robbed, {their dwellings]
burnt, and fourteen men, woen, aud children of the number were most
inhumanly butchered.  These horrid outrages will be continued so long
as the Indians are permitted to occupy their present position. Defensive
operations alone will not give protection to the inhabitants.  The enemy
will not only ‘atten on the spoil of our people, but they will multiply and
increase, under the measures pursued by the Government.  Nothing short
of their expulsion or destruction will give secnrity to the country. Tt is
helieved that the principal force of the fugitive Crecks is now between the
Apalachicola and Ocklockney rivers, and that this has been their place of
refuge during the last twelve months,  ‘I'he district of country embraced
between these two rivers, and between the line of settlements and the sea-
board, is not more than forty wmiles square. 1 propose that an active expe-
dition be made in that district, and that constant pursnit be given to the
Indians, until they shall have been driven beyond the reacli-of annoyance.
If the regular troops and the militia. now under your command are not
sufficient to enable you to conduct this enterprise, 1 will, with the least pos-
sible delay, furnish such additional force as you may deein necessary.
Should you be unwilling 1o accept of the troops T now offer you, and will
furnish me with the necessary transportation and supplies, I will gnaranty,
even during the sunnner mnonths, with the Tlerritorial troops, the expulsion
or destruction of every Indian west of the St. Mark’s river. I regret, ex-
tremely, the necessity of drawing a military force from our sparse popula-
tion at a season of the vear when labor is so much required for cultivation ;
but 1 cannot bear the heart rendiug cries of the women and children who
.are slaughtered on our borders, and I would make any sacrifice of men or
noney to give them protection.  Could I have availed myself of the neces-
sary resources, 1 should long since have made the expedition 1 now pro-
pose; but, withont the mieans ol procuring subsistence or transportation, I
am under the necessity of requesting you to furnish the necessary supply,
or to conduct an expedition against the fugitive Creeks, with the troops un-
der your comtand. '
Very respectfully,
R. K. CALL.
Col. Wa. Davenrorr,
United States Army.

HespquarTERs, Forr Lawsox, M. F,,
May 21, 1839.

Sir: | acknowledge the receipt of your excellency’s letter of yesterday's
date. Nothing could afford me more pleasure than to relieve you from the
prasence.of the fugitive Creeks, and secure the inhabitants from their depre-
dations. ~The instructions which 1 brought with me for my government in
the prosecution of my public duties here, which you saw, called my atten-

“tion partictlarly to them, and you have since been constantly advised of |
every measure taken in reference to them. You remember that they had
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signified a disposition to emigrate, provided they could be permitted to go
by land ; and that Lieutenant Colonel Green was sent to St. Andrew’s bay, -
to see what it was necessary to do, to bring the matter toa close. F'rom his
reports to me, it seems they had abandoned that part of the country, and I
was not satisfactorily informed where they had gone. 'The troops I brought
with me, and, 1 believe I may add, those serving here before my arrival,
were posted according to your wish, for the better protection of the frontier.
At this time, as I was led to suppose, the Indians were in Patterson’s ham-
mock, which is surrounded by settlers, and I cousidered it my first duty to
dislodge them. That I might do this with the greater certainty, I thought
it best to employ in this service men better acquainted with these fastnesses
than the regular soldiers pretended to be ; with this object in view, I called
on your excellency for four compauies of Florida volunteers, to serve for
twelve months, agreeably to a law of the Legislative Council, on the 11th
of March, a few days after my arrival in Middle Florida, which you told me,
in a previous interview, could be supplied without difliculty, "T'his requisi-
tion has not been filled, yet I have received all the volunteers or militia you
have oftered me, viz: one company for twelve months,one for six months,and
one of draughted militia for four months, many of whom are from Georgia.
There was a great want of promptuess in supplying them-—much to be re.
aretted, as the summer was so near at hand.  Finding my requisition not
likely to be filled, or, if filled, it would be so late [ could make no use of
them, 1 addressed a letter to you on the 28th ult., inquiring whether there
was any prospect of getting the two companies of foot I had asked for on
the 11th of March last, and saying to you that I had flattered myself, with
their aid, I could operate against the fugitive Creeks to the west of the Wa-
kulla, without too much weakening my line of defence. In your answer,
of the same date, which you remind me is still unanswered, you say that
“ volunteers for twelve months, to serve ou foot, cannot be raised in this
Territory at this time ; as many mounted men as you Inay require can be
obtained.” I did not expect you to offer me horsemen; and this, too, in re-
ply to my letter,in which Linformed you that I already liad, in my opinion,as
many mounted men as the service required in this quarter. You say that foot-
met can only be raised by draught, and for four months, agreeably to the law
of the Territory; and, if required, a draught will be ordered for such a force
as may be needed. My not promptly replying to this, you may attribute to
any thing but the want of courtesy for you. In resorting toa draught, to fill
Captain Byrd’s company, two months since, with all the authority, activity,
and zeal you have, it was found diflicult to get the dranghted men to serve ;
rather than obey the draught, many of them fled the country; and, finally, of
the whole number draughted, very few of them are now in the company. The
people thus showing so much reluctance to the service, I thought it would
be very disagreenble to you to resort to a draught, except upon the strongest
und most evident necessity ; this I did not conceive to exist. 1 had not asked
for four months’ men, and the state of affairs at that time did not seem par-
ticularly to require that 1 should then ask for them. These T offer you as
my reasons for not answering with promptness your note of the 28th ult.
In the afternoon of the 19th inst. I apprized you of what you had no doubt
previously heard—that General Macomb had directed the suspension ofact-
ive operations, the hostile Indians having signified a willingness to visit
him at Fort King ; and 1 also told you that our aciivity would not be re-
laxed along the frontier line of settlers. Being in possession of this infor-
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mation, you will readily perceive the impropriety of calling for more troops,
accepting theny, or even actively operating with these 1 have. Should 1
remain in command in Middle Florida, when the proper time arrives I will
employ (if I can get them) as many of your troops as the safety and interest
of Florida requires.  Indecd, at any time [ may discover that more of them
are needed than have been called for, T will forthwith apply to your excel-
lency. It is not seen that any addition to the present force is uceded now.
Should you ditter from me upon this point, and call out troops, T shall de-
cline recciving, or furnishing them with supplies of any kind. Your letter
of the 20th inst. shall he forwarded to the General, whose decision shall be
forwarded to you when reccived.

I have the honor to be, your excellency’s obedient servant,

WM. DAVENPORT,
Colonel U. S. Army, commanding.
1is Excellency R. K. CaLr,
Governor of Florida, Tallahassee.

, TaLrauasseg, May 25, 1839.

Sir: I have received your letter of the 21st instant, and regret to find it a
labored effort to vindicate the propriety of vour own conduct by casting nujnst
an’ unmerited reproaches on the people of this Territory. 'I'hese are topics
which I shall not discuss with you, but shall, at a proper time, lay your

-letter before the Secretary of War, with such commeats as it may seem to
me to merit. Having refused to order an expedition against the fugitive
Creek Indians encamped within the limits of one of the most populous
counties of this T'erritory, where you have been officially informed that
they receatly destroyed in one night thirteen women and children, and
where you have been advised others are exposed to the same fate, I shall,
under the laws of this "Territory, proceed to organize a force for their ex-
pulsion. I cannot concur in the opinion you seem to entertain, that the
fugitive Creek Indians, lurking on the seaboard of Middle and West F'lori-
da, at a distance ol more than two hundred miles from any portion of the
country claimed by the Seininoles, are intended by the Government to be
Included in the proposed truce with the Indians of Florida located on the
peninsula. 1 shall, therefore, use my best efforts to dislodge them from their
present position.

Presuming that you may not be apprized of the authority T possess from
the Secretary of War to raise troops in case of emergeney, I cuclose yeu
herewith a copy of his letter to me, and to General Taylor, on that subject.
Under this autherity, T ask of you the necessary supplies for three hundred
men, to be engaged in active operations against the Creck Indians.

Respectfully, your obedient servaut,

R. K. CALL.

Colonel Davesront, U. S. Army.

HeapavarTeRrs, ForT Rocer Jones, M. F.,
May 30, 1839.
Sir: Your excellency’s letter of the 25th instant, in answer to mine of
the 2lst, I have the honor to acknowledge. I will “labor to vindicate my
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own conduct” whenever I find it necessary ; but you are entirely mistaken
if you suppose 1 have for a moment thought that time had arrived ; when it
docs, T have vo idea whatever that I shall have to vindicate myself to you.
I I ol made any misstatements, [ would have supposed that you would
have pointed thew out. "This you have not undertaken, but charge me
with “casting unjust and unmerited reproaches on the people of the 'ler-
ritory.”  You further add, “these are topics which I shall not discuss with
vou, but shall at a proper time lay your letter before the Secretary of War,
with such comments as it may seem to e to merit.”  If you will not dis-
cuss them, why do you allude to them in yonr letter? You can use my
letter as you think best; the truth therein recorded will always remain un-
changed. The letter will no doubt reach: the Secretary of War, as a matter
of course ; but you have my full consent to send it when you please, and
append to it any “comments” which, in your opinion, it may “merit.” 1f
I have heen so indiscreet as to cast unjust and ummnerited reproach upon
the people of this Territory,” I do assure you it was altogetlier uninten-
tional on my part; and I regret you have contented yourself with roundly
asserting it, iustead of pointing out the case you refer to. You know very
well that auy thing, whether labored or not, you find in my letter, is strictly
true ; and, indeed, I do not see that you have contradicted or denied any part
of it. Under such circumstances, I am really curious to know what you
intend to append to my letter for the information of the Secretary of War,
What I bave stated he.will admit; and it is not in your power to disprove
any part of it. Your comments upon my letter no doubt I shall see in due
time, and I shall then reply to them if they merit my attention.

The measure I have taken for the better protection of the frontier inhabit-
ants of Gadsden county will not be changed at present. The whole affair
has been stated to the General, and, if he can discover what more the crisis
calls for, he can direct accordingly. 1 am not behiud your excellency in
regrets at the recent murders of so many women and children on the Apa-
lachicola. In your letter of the 20th you say fourteén were killed ; in that
to which this is an answer you say thirteen.  The information upon which
[ place most reliance states the whole number killed at seven. ‘'hese un-
fortunate families lived at a very exposed point—perhaps twenty or more
miles from anybody else: and I hear that some of them were supposed to
be in the practice of supplying the Indians. Was not Smith the man you
wished me to send a command after, to examine his house and bring himto
Tallahiassee for trial?  The letter of the Secretary of War, of the 28th Feb-
ruary last, does nat apply to the subject of discussion, at the present crisis at
least. 'T'wo huandred of the men he then had in view you know were
called for and could not be obtained. 1 have duly considered my reply to
vour former letter, and 1 neced only say here, that I shall adhere to it, and
decline furnishing any troops you may think, proper to call out with sup-
plies of auy kind.  When you send my first letter to the Sccretary of War,
please al=o send this. .

The general order of the 18th instant, declaring the war at an end, will
be handed vou by Captain Heintzelman.

Respectiully, your obedient servant,

WM. DAVENPORT,
Colonel U. 8. army, commandi ng
To His Excellency R. K. Cavr,
Governor of Florida, Tallahassee, M. F.
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IIeapauarTeRrs, Fort Lawson, M. F,,
July 14, 1839.
Sir: Yonr excellency’s letter of this morning has been received ; and it
grieves me to {ind by it that the Indians are again in the heart of the settle-
went, and as hostile as ever. I will do what I can for the protection of the
inhabitants, and should be most happy were I able to meet their wants and
wishes.  No exertion shall be spared to accomplish it.  As their best se-
curity, however, I wounld have the people exposed always on the watch.
I am, sir, very respectfully, your excellency’s obedieut servant,
WM. DAVENPORT,
- Colonel U. . army, commanding.
T'o His Fxcellency R. K. Cavr,
Tallahassee, M. F.

Tavranasseg, July 16, 1830.

Sir: T have just been informed that within the last few days fresh In.
dian sign has Leeu discovered on the west side of the Ocklockney river,
near Hawey's mills.  If convenient, I have to request a scout may be sent
to exan.ine in that part of the country. A competent guide will be found
at the mills,

Yours, respectfully,
R. K. CALL.

Col. Wy, Davenronr,

United Stules Army.

HEADQUARTERS, WEST OF TIIE SUWANEE,
Fort Lawson, July 17, 1830.

Sir: Yonr excellency’s letfer of yesterday is just received, and 1 have
the honor to state, in reply, that I have thought it probable the Indians had
abandoned the country to the west of the Wakulla. Tt is importaunt that the
truth upou this point should be known, and I will endeavor to ascertain it.
This, however, 1s as much as I can do at this tiine.

Bradley's company being of no use at present on the Suwanee, 1 have
directed it to be stationed on the Magnolia road, as decidedly the best posi-
tion to protect the inhabitants west of the St. Mark’s river.

I am, sir, your excellency’s obedient servant,

WM. DAVENPOR'T,
Colonel U. N. army, commanding.
To His Excellency R. K. Cary,
Tallahassee, M. F.

TavrLaasseg, July 17, 1839,

Sir: The destrnction of the family of Mr. Chaires by the Indians, on
the night of the 13th instunt, within eight miles of this place, has confirmed
me in the belief I have ever entertained, that the truce with the Seminoles
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would resnlt in the renewal of the war with all its horrors.  This fatal out-
rage, committed in the heart of oue of the most populous counties of the
Territory, has occasioned much excitement among the planters, who enter-
tain just apprehension of danger to their families and their estates. To
restore tranquillity and insure protection, I have ordered one hundred mount-
ed wmen to be raised in this county, as a guard for the frontier. "These
troaps are expected to assewble at this place on Saturday, the 20th instant ;
at which time I have to request that they may be furnished from the stores
of the Government with the necessary articles of supplies, to enable them
to perform the services so essential to the security of the county. Until a
more permanent force could be erganized, I ordered a small company of
mouunted volunteers to take post at or near Captain Byrd's, on the Magnolia
road, where they are now stationed, and from whence they furnish guards
to the houses most exposed, every night. I have further to request that they
may be supplied with subsistence and forage for a few days, when they will
be relieved by the troops now preparing for service.
I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
~ R. K. CALL,
Governor of Florida.
Colonel WirvLianm Davenvonr,
United States Army.

HEADQUARTERS, WEST OF THE SUWANEIX,
. Fort Lawson, July 18, 1839.

Sir: I have the honor to acknowledge your excellency’s letter of the
17th instant, asking for supplies for yonr troops, ana to inform you that
my reply is the same I have heretofore given you upon the same subject ;
and it will remain unchanged while 1 command the troops operating in
Middle Florida, Should this decision meet the disapprobation of the Gene-
ral or the Government, it is in the power of either to have me superseded
in the command. My reason for this determination, to which I shall ad-
- here, arises principally from the belief that embarrassments will ensue,
hurtful, if not destructive, to the public good, if the same staff should be
suhject to two different and distinet authorities at the same time. Neither
of us could form any plan with the necessary confidence depending upon
their agency.

The period of the expiration of the truce having arrived, and we having
evidence that the Indians are still in Middle Florida, I will receive into-
the service of the United States the one hundred men you are now raising
in Tallahassee. Should you accede to this proposition, 1 will appoint an
officer to muster them into the service at any time your excellency may
designate. :

'T'en days’ supply of provisions were sent to Byrd’s plantation for thirty-
five men a few days since. Nothing more will be sent.

I am, sir, very respectfully, your excellency’s obedient servant,

WM. DAVENPORT,
Colonel U. S. Army, commanding.
His Excellency R. K. Cawr,
Tallahassee, Middle Florida.
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TavrrAuASSEE, July 22, 1839,

Sir : T have rceeived your letter of the 18th instant. Your very positive
and peremptory refusal to furnish, from the abundant stores of the Govern-
ment, the supplies 1 have requested for troops 1 have ordered to be raised
for the defence of the fronticr, renders all further discussion on the subject
unnccessary. I cannot, however, assent to the propriety of the reason you
have assigned for that refusal. 1 arked you for supplies to enable me to
defend the frontier scttlements recently assailed, and still exposed to the
ravages of the enemy. Idid not request you to place my staff’ subject to
my orders, for 1 have no desire to exercise the feast control over any one of
its members ; nor could your order, (if given,) directing them to supply my
troops while engaged in the defence of the country, by any just inference
subject them to my anthority.

I shall decline having these troops mustered into the service of the Uni-
ted States until I aw well assured that they will be promptly and efficiently
employed in expelling the Indians from Middle Florida, where they have
been permitted to remain with .their families during the present season,
building houses and caltivating crops, while they have covered the frontier
with blood and carnage.

I shall nevertheless endeavor to comply with any requisition you may
make on me for a militia force, in conformity with the orders of the Presi-
dent of the nited States.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
R. K. CALL,
Governor of Florida.
Col. Wi Davenrorr,
United States Armny.

HeADQUARTERS OF THE ARMY,
Washington, August 21, 1837.

Sir: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the
3d instant,* on the subject of that part of my annual report made to the.
Secretary of War last year, which gives an account of the operations of the
army in Florida against the Seminoles, especially in reference to the affair
of the Withlacoochie; in which report, you think that injustice has been
done to the Florida volunteers then under your command.

The report to which vou allude was based on the official information
which had been received by me ;-and had Ibeen furnished with so detailed
a statement of the affuir of the 31st December, 18335, with the explanations,
as that which you now present in the communication above referred to, it
would have afforded me the greatest satisfaction to have reiterated the praise
vou bestow on the Florida volunteers who followed you on that occasion to
the banks of thie Withlacoochie. It was far from any intention on my part
to do injustice to the patriotic volunteers who so promptly rallied under
your standard on the signal of danger; but, as before observed, I had no
means of stating why they did not cross the river at the moment of attack
on the regulars, who were in position on its opposite bank. I will cause
your communication to be put on file in the Adjutant General’s office, and
besides, with this letter, give it publicity through the public prints, that the

I For letter of Governor Call to Major General Macomb, of August 3, 1837, see pages 125!

12



205 [278

world may, by mcans of your statement, he made more fully acquainted
with the part the Florida volunteers took in the battle of the Withlacoochie.
With respectful considerations, Iaw, sir, your most ohedient servant,
ALFX., MACOMB,
Muajor General, commanding in chief.
To His Excellency R. K. Carr,
Governor of Ilorida.

HirapQuarTERS 0F THE ARMY,
Fort Heileman, Garey's Ferry, Fa., April 13, 1839.

Srr: [ have the honor to inform your excclleney that, by order of the
War Department, [ have come to Florida with a view fo examine into the
state of the military concerns in the Territory, and to bring, if possible, the
war 1o a elose; and. especially, to aflord protection to the inhabitants who
are most exposed to the incursions of the Indians. [t was, at first, my in-
tention to have crossed the country to Tallahassee, fur the purpase of con-
sulting with your excellency, and vther distinguished and intelligent indi-
viduals in your neighborhood, as to the means nost proper to he pursned ;
but, meeting with General Taylor at this place on my arrival, and finding
that he was making his arrangements for covering the exposed settlements
between this aud "Tallahassee, 1 determined to visit the posts ou the St.
Johr’s, but, before sctting out, ordered runners to be sent to the Indians,
with an invitation to meet me at Fort King on the first day of May next,
if they were inclined to come in; hoping that, by an interview with them,
a communication might be opened with the principal chiefs, and a suspen-
sion of hostilities brought about, on condition of their retiring below Pease:
creelk until they conld have time to consider their real situation, and see
the advantages which would result to them by conforming to the stipula-
tions of the treaty of Payne’s Landing, under a lil'eral construction of that
iustrament. 1 am happy to find so patriotic a spirit among the citizens of
this frontier as is evinced iu this quarter. One company of Suititia, 1o be
discharged on the 18th instant, having completed its engagement, has al-
ready intimated its wish to continue iu service, and it will be received
accordingly, "I'wo other companies, from the borders of Georgia and this
Territory, have made a tender of their services ; but, wishing to see Colonel
Warren, who has had much experieuce in raising and commanding the
militia which has heretofore turned out in defence of this Territery, 1 have
deferred doing any thing until he calls at headquarters, expecting to see
him every moment. I am in hopes of being able to raise a corps of ilitia
sufficiently extensive to cover all the exposed settlements.

I have the honor to be, sir, &ec.,
ALEXANDER MACOMB,
Major General, commanding in chief.
His Excellency R. K. Carr,
Governor of Florida. ———

P. 8.—S8ince writing the above, I have seen Colonel Warren, who has
undertaken to raise seven companies. There is every prospect of gelling
all the militia required, in the course of fifteen days.
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MaRriAnNA, May 7, 1839.

Sin: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter, inform-
ing me of the object of your mission to Florida. 1 should be very happy
to have a personal mterview with you, in order to confer with you on the
meastires to be adopted for the future defence of this Territory. I shall
return to Tallahassee in o few days, and will endeavor to meet you at such
time und place as you may designate.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
R. K. CALL.

Major General Macoms.

IeADQUARTERS OF THE ARMY,
Lort King, Fa., May 23, 1839.
S : Having met the Seminols Indians in council at this place, agreea-
bly to invitation, and conclnded a peace with them, 1 thought it prnper to
issne @ general order anuouncing the fact, a copy of which 1 have the
Lonor 1o transmit, hevewith, for yvour satislaction and information; and
hope the arrangement way meet with your excelleney’s approbation.  As
the Ludians are at present dispersed in small parties, it may be some time
before they shall all be made acquainted with the arrangement entered
into; but there is no doubt that, ere long, all will have retired from the
settlements to the district us~1yned to them below Pease creek.
I have the honor to be, &c.,
ALEX. MACOMB,
Major General, conmanding in chief.
‘T'o Ths Excelleney R IC. Carr,
Governor of Florida.

QuARTERMASTER GENERAL'S OFFICE,
Washington City, May 6, 1836.

Gextrat: Your letter to the Secretary of the Treasury, of the 18th
ultimo, was yesterday referved, through the War Department, to this office;
and I have to day required for you a remittance of $3,(000, to enable you
to replace the sum which you advanced on account of the military service
in Florida,

Your letter of the 22d ultimo, to the Secretary of War, has been referred
tome. ‘I'he moment I can spare an officer for the service, measures will

be adepted to adjust all the clains against the public in Florida, growing
out of the operations against the Seminole Indians, as far as the laws per-
mit. Should Colonel Gadsden return in time from the army, 1 propose
charging him with the settlement of a portion, if not the whole, of those
clainis, provided he consent to act.

I am, General, most respectfully, your obedient servant,

TH. §. JESUP,

. Quurtermaster (reneral.
His Excellency Ricuarp K. CaLy,
Governor of Florida, Tallakassee, Fa.
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QuARTERMASTER GENERAL's OFFICF,
Washington City, May 17, 1836.

Giexenrarn: Your letter to the Sceretary of War, of the 28th ultimo, has
been referred fo this oflice.

Captain Shannon has been directed to collect and pay, as far as existing
laws will permit, all clnims against this department in Florida, arising out
of the operations agaiust the Scminole Indians., 1 enclose a copy of the
instructions this day sent to him; and am, General,

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
THOMAS S. JESUP,
Quartermaster General.
His Excellency R. K. CaLr,
Governor of Florida, Talluhassee, Fa.

[Cop); referred to in the preceding letter.]

QuaRTERMASTER GENERAL'S OFFICE,
Washington City, Muy 17, 1836.

Sin: You will take immediate measures to collect all claims against the
department, connected with the recent operations in Florida, for services,
means of transportation, or supplies rendered or furnished by citizeus of the
Territory. Such as can be paid under existing laws, must be paid with as
little delay as possible. The classes of claims which can be legally paid,
are, those for subsistence, means of trunsportation, hire or charter of vessels,
compensation to expresses, expense of carrying letters, blankets, clothing,
medicines, hospital stores, tools, knapsacks, drums, arms, ammunition, flints,
stationery, fuel, drayage, wharfnge, clerk-hire, compensation to conductors
of stores, storage of, public. property, and for all other articles, ineans, or
services, usually provided or paid for through this department. In your
payments you wiil require the proper evidence to sustain each claim, with.
out insisting on the strict observance of form; and you will furnish the
paymasters appointed to pay the troops with lists of all articles for which
the militia and volunteers should be held individually accountable, in order
that the proper charges he made against them.

You will confer with Governor Call on the subject of your duties, who
will, I am sure, afford you every assistance in his power.

You are authorized to employ such clerks or other agents as you may
find necessary to the prompt discharge of your duties.

Should any claims be submitted which you may consider either as not suf-
ficiently vouched, or of doultful propriety, you will, after collecting all the
evidence within your command applicable to the respective cases, submit
them for decision to this office.

1 am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

THOMAS 8. JESUP,
Quartermaster Gencral.
Captain SAMUEL SHANNON,
JAssistant Quartermasier, Pensacola, Fa.
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QumrmuAswu GF\ERAL s Ormcr-:,
| Washington City, June 7, 1836. -

Sir: Your ]etter of the 24th niumo has’ hcen reccived ; and, in reply, [
“have to inform ‘von' that instructions were given to Captain bumm,l Shan-
1100, assistant quarwrm.mwr, under date of-the 17th ultimo, in regard to the
claims of the citizens.of Flotida ; o copy of which- was sent to you on the
“same day. O the 25th ultimo (Ap!dlll Shaniron was ordered fo report to
you'; “and 1 enclose to you, herewith, @ copy of the instructions tohim of -
that date.  Other -instructions ‘will be despatched to Captain Shannon—
“perlizps to day—in_reference to the. snppllf's, -.\,c authon/cd to be paid for
under the act approved May 25, 1836." - .
-} am, very rupcufully, ur, ynm ol cdwm servant,
. . “THO. F. HU NT,
0 Mijor and Assistant Quar!: lmusfr'r o
" (Assigied. to Qual ter mmlu Gemra: s d: :'ws )
" His Excellcncy R.K. CaLL,.
o Gawrnoraf r londu, Talla/cassce, P u.

[C( 803 l‘u(rrul 1oin the precedxng letter. ]

Qu ART ERMASTER Gwsmu. s On ICE, ;
‘ - Washington City, May 25, 1836.

Sm (-overnor (,.\ll of I lond‘t, will probably call into servnce, and
'lmw command of, cousiderable hody of troops for the proteciicn of the
sctilements in. [‘lnrula, &c,; and for operations against the Seminole. and
“other Indians.  You wiil, therefore, immcdiately veport to him in person; -
’g:md you will make the cxpendllurcs connected with the Governor’s opera-
tious, and do all other duties that may be required of you. - You will not
only procure such supplies, the furnishing ot which properly appertains to-
-the quartermaster’s deparm'cut bnt you will furnish subsistence and other
Zsupphes. - .

~You are amhon/ed to: employ every kind of ns;tstance whlch may be'
‘necessary in the performance of your duties--such us clerks, lahorers; con- -
“ductors of stores, storekeepers, &e., &e. - Keep this office cunstaully in-
formed of your nperauons and proce: cdmgs, and let your wants; in regard
“to’ funds, be known in time for rernitiances, L

There will,in all probability, be sundry steamboats. armed; plving onthe
'Ch'xtlahoochxe and the Apalachicola; and you will, therefore, correspond.
withi Major General Jesup, who has been assigned to commaud the army to
operate against.the Creek: Iudians. The Geueral directed me to order yot
10 old Fort Gaines, where, or near there, a depot will be established, large
‘supplies having been ordered from New Orlu.ms to that place; but the Sce-
retary of War Tias directed otherwise. -

I write in triplicate ; one of which is addressed to F ort Drane, oile (o
' Tallah'mce, and one 1o Pensacola.. ‘ ‘
~ TLam, respect.ullv sxr, your obedluxt servant, - -

’ . 'I‘HO F HUNT,
' ’ Mu_;m and actm'r Quartcrmashr (nneral
Captam SAMUEL SuanNon, :
Assistant Quartcrmaster, Fort Drane, Florida.



209 [ 278 ]

QUuARTERMASTER GENERAL’S OFFICE,
Washington City, June 13, 1836.

Str: Your letter of the 12th ultimo, addressed to the Secretary ot War,
in reference to fraudulent claims on the public, has been referred to this
office. The information will be attended to, should any claims be presented
here for liquidation. A copy of the letter is sent to Captain Shannon, at
Tallahassee.

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
THO. F. HUNT,

Major end Assistant Quartermaster,
(assigned to Quartermaster General's duties.)
Iis Excellency R. K. CavLi,
Governor of I'lorida, Tallahassee, Fa.

QUARTERMASTER GENERAL'S OFFICE,
Washington City, June 23, 1836.

Sir: On examining the accerats of Colonel James Gadsden, quarter-
master general of Florida, for expenditures connected with the operations
against the Seminole Indiars, it is perceived that he turned over several
sums of money to officers of the Territory of Ilorida, for which such offi-
cers have, thus far, rendered 10 accounts showing the manuer in which the
funds have been applied, viz: :

Willis Alston, assistant quartermaster, February 8, $600; February 25,
S1,000 : making $1,600.

John G. Putnam, assistant quartermaster, February 28, $1,000.

Colonel Gadsden states in the memorandum of these advances, thus:
“ Advances made Assistant Quartermasters Willis Alston and J. G. Putnam,
by order of Governor Faton.”

The Colonel also turned over to K. J. Wood, assistant quartermaster, on
the 25th of February, $166 58, no accounts for which have been rendered.
Governor Baton ordered, in these words: ¢ You will advanece to Assistant
Qnartermaster Wood the sum which may be necessary to liquidate some
ontstanding accounts against the Government at Apalachicola.” And, in
a note ou the voucher, Colonel Gadsiden states: “'I'he above was the
amonnt reported to me as necessary by Quartermaster Wood.”

Colonel Gadsden turned over, on the 3d of February, to George S. Haw-
kins %200 ; the order for which, by Governor Llaton, is as follows : # Colo-
nel Hawkins, one of my staft; is ordered into Georgia to see General Scott,
and to receive any orders he may desire to give, and to explain what is doing
here.  You will advance to him, on his receipt, what may be necessary to
defray his expenses.” ‘I'he receipt igtor the two hundred dollars, for the
accomplishment of said object.  'T'he manner in which the money was ex-
pended should be shown by Colonel Hawkins.

T'he object in giving you this information is, that the officers who have
received the public funds may be required by you to render their accounts
to this oflice for examination and transmission to the 'I'reasury for settle-
ment.

Captain Shannon, assistant quartermaster of the army, is no doubt at Tal-
lahassee, and, if ihe officers will consult himn, he can advise them of the man-~

1 .
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ner in which the accounts should be rendered, in order to prevent delay in
their settlement.

It is observed that, in the account of J. N, C. Stockton, for charter of stcamer
Eclipse, there is an entry in these words @ “ Deduct twenty days’ service of
above boat, for which Mr. Stockton contends under his construction of the
charter, and which must be submitted to the Secretary of War.” As there
is nothing with the Colonel’s accounts to show the grounds upon which
Mr. Stockton rests his construction, or for the claim which may hereafter
be made for the amount deducted, permit me to request, if you have any
information on the subject, or can obtain it, that you will cause it to be
transmitted to this office, to be laid before the Secretary of War, should any
claim be hereafter presented to him.

I am, respectfully, sir, your obedient servant,
THOMAS . HUNT,
Major and Assistant Quartermaster,
(assigned to Quartcrmaster General's duties.)
His Excellency R. K. CaLy,
Governor of Florida, Tallahassee, Fa.

QuARTERMASTER GENERAL'S OFFICE,
Washington City, October 6, 1836.

Sir : The receipt to you of H. D. Baldwin, quartermaster general of Flo-
rida, for $9,183, has this duy been transmitted to the Third Auditor of the
‘Treasury, tv be passed to your credit.

1 am, sir, respectfully, your obedient servant,
T. CROSS, -
Mujor, acting Quartermaster General.

His Excellency R. K. Cavr,

-~ Governor of Florida, Tallahassce, Fa.

QUARTERMASTER GENERAL’s OFFICE,
Washington, January 3, 1838.

Stk : 1 have had the honor to receive your letter of the 11th ultimo, in
relation to the adjustment of outstanding claims of the citizens of West
Florida for supplies furnished to the militia and volunteers employed ihere
during the last summer and fall, under your direction,

You are doubtless aware that militia and volunteers in the service of
the United States are entitled to the same pay and allowances as are pro-
vided by law for the regular troops, and that it is not competent for the
Executive to make any distinction. It required a special act of Congress
(that of the 28th of May, 1836) to provide for the claims of an extraor-
dinary characler, which had been contracted at the commencement of hos-
tilities in Florida; but that act only applied to cases which occurred ante-
rior to its date.

In adjusting the claims sgrowing out of your late operations, the dis-
bursing officers must, therefore, be governed by the existing laws and
regulations, as to the objects of allowance; but a nice adherence to mere
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form will not be insisted upon, where the claims are substantially unob-
_jectionable. i ' '

The expenses of the Florida war have been so enormous as to baffle all -
our estimates; and, consequently, the various appropriations ‘made for that

bject, though deemed very liberal at the time, have all been exhausted.
- Au additional appropriation, however, is now before Congress; and so
soon as it shall have been granted, Lieutenant Vinton will be supplied with
funds to enable him to pay such claims as he may deem admissible, with
1ustructions to collect and forward all others to this office, for the action of
the accounting oflicers of the T'reasury.

It is proper to add, that, although I have frequently admonished Lieuten-
ant Vinton, for his own security, as well as the public interest, to observe
much caution in his paywents, I am not aware that his instructions, in
regard to claims contracted by quartermasters of the militia, are so general,
as would appear from the extract of his letter to you.

L am, respectfully, sir, your obedient servant,

T. CROSS,

Acting Quartermaster General.
His Excellency R. K. CaLy,
Tallahassece, Florida.

Tarranassee, May 24, 1836.

Sir: [ have received your letter of the 5th instant, on the subject of
paying the claims of our citizens against the Quartermaster’s Department,
for supplies furnished the Govermment in the late expeditions against the
Seminole Indians.

Colonel Gadsden has just tendered his resignation as quartermaster gen-
eral of the Territory. He will be succeeded by Colonel Henry D. Baldwin,
who is in every respect well qualified to discharge the duties of a disbursing -
officer.

If funds are forwarded to him for the purpose, you may have every reli-
ance on his prompt and faithful discharge of duty. I have to request, sir,
this may be done as early as practicable, unless you send me an officer of
your department on this subject.

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

R. K. CALL.

General Tuomas S. Jresup,

Quartermaster General United States Army.

TaLLAHASSEE, July 9, 1836.

Str: 1 have received your letter of the 23d ultimo, relative to the accounts
of the disbursing oflicers appointed by my predecesser in this Territory.

Willis Alston and John G. Putnam are both absent, and 1 do not know
where letters would find them. They are, however, expected to return in
the fall. Hawkins resides at Marianna, and Wood at St. Joseph, both in
this Territory. None of these gentlemen have been continued in office
under my administration : their appointments have bt i vacated, and I have:
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‘noofficial control over them. One of them, Wiilis Alston, under the adminis-.
tration of Governor Eaton, sold a large-amount of public property, for-
_which, 1 believe, no account whatever has been rendered. . The books of -
- the auctioneer will show the sum he received. ~ As the siit, should one be
‘necessary, (which I think not improbable,) would have to be bronght in the-
‘name of the United. States, I would suggest the propriety of your calling
~on him direct for a settlement of his accounts. -He was superseded imme-.
-diately-on my coming into office, and I have had no transaction with him.
“Putnam, Hawkins, and' Wood; 1 have no doubt, will ‘account satistactorily:
for whatever they may have received. . = - . B
- Very respectfully, your obedient servant, - S
R S ‘R. K. CALL. -
‘Major TuoMas F. Hunt, - L :
Acting Quartermaster Geweral.

ommmovme—

L D - 'Tavranassee, December 11, 1837,

. Sir: Ienclose yon, herewith, an extract from a letter addressed to me:
. by Lieutenant Viuton, of the Quartermaster’s Department, from which you
will perceive the difficulties which exist in settling'many of the accounts’
which have accrned-in Florida in purchasing supplies for the use-of the
troops ordered into service. - ‘The situztion of the country. and the nature
of the war.which has been carried on in it, have reudered it impossible, in
all cases, to_ purchase supplies in conformity with the regulations of the
-army.. Since February last, small bands of the Creek Indians have been
lurking through the swamps of West: Florida, causing danger and appre-
hension to the inhabitarits of their neighborhood. I'o give them protection,
it has been frequently necessary to assenible troops in a hnrried manner,.
and to subsist them on the resources of the conutry; whergver supplies could
‘be found.  1n this manner, accounts have been made out in the most irregu-
lar ‘manner by persous entirely ignoraut of the forms required by the
‘Government. 1 cannot believe it is the iutention of ihe Government to-
reject these claims becanse of the want of formality, when evidence can be
produced to sustain their merit. It would be equally unjust to sny they
should not be paid. because the accouiits were 1ot coutracted by an officer
of ‘the United States. army.  With the exception of Lieutenant Vinton,
there has scarcely been an officer of that service on duty between the Su-
wanee and the Perdido, a distance of - tuore thau three hundred miles; and:
in ulmost every neighborhood-of the intervening country it has been indis-
pensably necessary, at some period of the war, to procure. of the inhabitants
either provision, lorage, or transportation. I ‘have to. request, sir, that
such instructions way ke given to Licutenant Vinton, the assistant quarter. -
master at this place, as will enable hins to pay off all meritorious claims of
the above description, . ' L
_1 have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant, ~ -

o ST "R, K. CALL. -

Major T. Cuoss, Acting Quartermaster General,
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Eztract of D. H. Vintow's letter, referred to in the preceding.

AssisTaNT QUARTERMASTER'S OFFICE,
Tullahassee, December 8, 1837.

Sin: Scarcely a day passes that there are not many claims presented to
me for payraent, which were contracted by the quarterinasters of the Florida
militia in the field, by order of their commanding oflicers.  These claims
consist principally ol charges for forage, subsistence, and transportation, or
hire of wagous.

By instructions from the Quartermaster’s Department at Washington, I
am precluded from recognising any claim not contracted in conformity
with the regulations of the army: and although, in many cases, the exi-
gency of the service has prompted to a course at variance with these in-
stractions, I am not permitted to acknowledge the validity of the act of the
officers so coutracting.

-Tarvnanassee, April 6, 1838,

My prar Sir: Lieutenant Vinton has informed me that.the department
has expressed sowne discatisfaction at his delay in rendering an account of
disbursemicats in the quartermaster’s departinenit.  As an act of justice to
him, 1 take the liberty of addressing you on the subject, assured, as I am,
that you can ferm but a very imperfeet idea of the various and difficult
duties he has been required to perform. For more than twelve months it
has been nceessary to employ troops at diflerent points throughout Middle
and West Florida, to protect the settlements against the ravages of the
Creek and Seminole Indians. It has been necessary to purchase supplies,
furnish trausportation, and establish depots, in a distriet of country more
“than 300 miles in extent. In the performance of these several duties,
Lieutenant Vinton has been constantly employed, and has had no officer in
-the quartermaster’s department uuder him to divide the labor and responsi-
bility. 1In addition to this, he has been compelled to provide for the troops
of Georgia and Alabama passing through his district, on their way to, and
returning from, the Seminole country. I have found him, on all occasions,
one of the most efficient officers I have ever known ; and I have no doubt
the department will approve entirely of his proceedings, when correctly
informed.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

R. K. CALL.

Major T. Cross,

Acting Quurtermaster General.

Orrice CommIssSARY GENERAL OF SUBSISTENCE,
Washington, May 26, 1836.

Sir: T have this day directed Licutenant Morrison, assistant commissary
of subsistence at New Orleans, to purchase and ship, as early as practie-
‘able, to St. Marlk’s, from fifty to seventy-tive thousand complete rations, to
bel issuied as may be required, for the troops, or the suffering inhabitants of
“Florida.
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As I have no assistant commissary of subsistcnce there, I must request
you to appoint one from your command, to receive and issue them. A set
of forns is herewith sent. In all issues, direct the commissary to make
separate abstracts—one for the troops, and one for the sufferers.  You will
please, in future, make timely requisttions on Lieutenant Morrison for pro-
visions, and he will comply with them.

Respectfully, &e., &c.,
GEORGE GIBSON,
Commissary General of Subsistence.
General R. K. Cavr,
Tallahassee, Middle Florida.

OrricE CommissaRY GENERAL OF SUBSISTENCE,
Washington, June 20, 1836.
Governor : Enclosed, for your information, is the copy of a letter this
day addressed to General Macomb.
Very respectfully, &c., &c.,
GEORGE GIBSON,
Commissary General of Subsistence.
Governor R. K. CaLr,
Tallahassee, Middle Florida.

{Enclosed in the preceding.]

Orrice CommissaARY GENERAL or SUBSISTENCE,
Washington, June 20, 1836.

Siwr : 1 have the honor to enclose the application of Lieutenant J. D,
Searight, assistant commissary of subsistence, for four months’ leave of
absence. Lieutenant Searight was a volunteer for duty in the subsistence
department in Florida. From the impaired state of his health, his services
there can no longer be available.

1 respectfully request that the asked. for leave of absence may be granted
him.

Very respectfully, your most obedient servant,

GEORGE GIBSON,
A Commissary General of Subsistence.
Major Cerieral A. Macowms,
Commanding United States Army.

e

OrricE Commissary GENERAL OF SUBSISTENCE,
Washingtor, September 22, 1536.

Sir: I deem it proper to inform you that a depot of provisions has been
established at Savannah, Georgia, under the supcrintendence of Lieutenant
and A. C. 8. Charles O. Collins. It is intended from this depot to supply
all the posts in Florida, with the exception of Tampa Bay, Suwnnee, and
8t. Mark’s. These last named posts will be supplied from New Orleans, of
which yet were informed as early as the 26th May last, with a request that
you would be pleased to make requisitions on the assistant commissary of
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subsistence at that place for such subsistence stores as you might think ne-
cessary. -

Withiu a few days past, instructions have been given for purchasing, in
New York and Baltimore, 300,000 rations of the larger articles, Sa large
portion of bacon and hard bread,) and 250,000 ratious of the smaller arti-
cles, to be forwarded to Savannah. This quantity, with what is supposed
to be on hand at Savannah, will amonut to something like 350,000 rations
at that depot. It is presumed that but little delay will take place in for-
warding these stores from New York and Baltimore.

I respectfully request that such instructions as you deem necessary may
be given on the subject of these stores, both to Lieutenant Collins, and the
several assistant commissaries in Florida, whose posts are dependent on
Savannah for supplies.

Respectfully, &c., :
GEORGE GIBSON, C. G. 8.
Governor R, K. Cavr, :
Commanding forces in Florida, Tallahassee, M. F.

Orrice CoMmissARY GENERAL oF SUBSISTENCE,
Washington, October 14, 1836.

Sir: I have the honor to enclose, for your information, the copy of a
letter just received from Lieutenant G. W. McLean, of the marine corps,
at Columbus, Georgia.

No instructions will be given from this office; and the assistant commis-
sary of subsistence has been told to await your orders as to the proper dis-

position of those stores, or rather that portion which is not required for the -

troops, to the families of the friendly Indians in Alabama.

Respectfully, &ec.,
GEORGE GIBSON, C.G. 8.
Governor R. K. Cavr,
Commanding forces in Florida, Tallahassce, Fa.

NERAL OF SUBSISTENCE,
Washington, December 14, 1837,

Governor: Some months since, a large quantity of subsistence stores
were forwarded from New Orleans, by my agent there, to Mr. Ambrose
Crane, at St. Mark’s, Florida, for the purpose of issuing to the suffering in-
habitants. Up to this period Mr. Crane has rendered no account of them to
this office, nor has he corresponded with me in relation thereto. 1 am un-
der the impression that Mr. Crane was either placed there by you, or at your
suggestion; and, if so, may I ask the favor of you to urge upon him the
great necessity that exists of his promptly rendering an account of all issues
made by him up to this time; and also to continue to do so as long as he
remains at St. Mark’s as United States agent ?

Respectfully, &c.,
GEORGE GIBSON, C. G. S..

Governor R. K. CavrL,
Tallahassee, Florida.
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Paymaster GeNEraL's Orricr, March 30, 1836,

Sinr: I am directed by the Secretary of War to furnish you a copy of the
instructions for mustering and paying voluuteers and militia when called
into service.

The duty of mmstering and inspecting should always be performed by
an oflicer of the Linited States armuy, when it can be done.  You_will find
the information in the enclosced papers, viz: A copy of the lute act of Con.
gréss, providing for the payment of voluuteers and militia. A tql»le of the
pay, &c. of the United States army, and two blauk torms—one of a muster-
roll, and the other of a pay or reccipt-rell, to he used in mustering and pay-
ing these corps. A third blank is the individual account, on which com-
missioned oflicers are to he paid.

The muster-roll being, in all cases, both of ofiiceis and men, the evidence
of service, great pains should be taken by the mustering officer to have
every circumnstance which can affeet the pay of individuals noted opposite
to their names. "T'he headings of the several colunms show what is required
to be stated in each. It there are any deductions to be made for clothing,
or other articles furnished, or for public property lost or destroyed, it should
Le oted in the column of “reinarks,” aud the value stated in dollars and
cents opposite the names of the persous from whow the deductions are

“ to be made.

Clothing, or money in lieu thereof, being allowed by the 1st section of
the act, the following tariff’ of prices will govern in cases of that nature
where no clothing has been drawn in kind :

"T'o a sergeant-miajor and a quartermaster-seracant $3 02 per month, or
9 conts per day.

T'o a chief wmusician $3 03 per month, or 10 ceuts per day.

T'o a sergeant %2 77 per month, or 9 cents per day.

"T'o a corporal $2 60 per month, or § cents per day.

To a mnsician $2 61 per month, or 8 cents per day.

To a private §2 57 per month, or 8 cents per day.

You will obscrve by the Gih section, that none but troops ordered into
service “ander authority from the War Department,” are provided for by
this act. . But 1 an individual State should assume the payment of her own
milita called out without such autherity, and should afterwards be reim-
bursed by the United States the amount thus paid, the reimbursement will
have to be wade uecording to the provisions of this act, unless otherwise
specially provided for by Congress.

lam, &e,, ' :
N. TOWSON, P. M. G.

Governon o Froripa, ZTallahassee.

PaymasterR GENERAL’S OrFicE, May 18, 1836.

Sir: The Secretary of War has referred to me your letter of the 2Sth
ult,, with directions to give the necessary instructions for payment of the
militia who have been serving in Florida, and to inform you of the same.

As early as the 2d of February last, two paymasters (Majors Lytle and
Muhlenberg) were ordered into Florida, with funds and instructions to pay
such militia as shonld be properly mustercd and designated for payment by
General Scott, to whom I also wrote on the same day.’ "
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On the 2d of April a third paymaster (Major Kirby) was ordered there,
with funds and instructions to assist the other two ; these were zll the offi-
«cers that could be assigued to.that duty. -

I represented the case to Congress, and asked for such additional pay-
masters as were necessary, but have not yet been able to ohtain them, 'The
paymasters ordered to Florida will, L am certain, make every exertion to
perform their duties with the least possible delay.  You are douhtless aware
that a paymaster can malke no payments without muster-rolls, and that these
cannot be made nntil the service has heen rendered. .

Now, if the militia referred to in yvour fetter had, when their term of ser-
vice expired, been properly mustered, and the rolls placad in the hands of
the paymaster, they conld have been paid on quitting the ficld ; but the pay-
masters must now follow them to their respective homes to perform that
duty. They will procced to flo so as fast as practicable, and in all probability
yours will be paid by Major Kirby. I shall write to him immcediately ; but, -
as he is counstuntly changing his position, I do not know with certainty
where a letter will find him, and have therefore taken the liberty of enclo-
sing a copy to you, and will esteewn it a particular favor if you will have it
forwarded to him, if you know where he is.

As a matter of information that was thought might be useful, T did my-
self the honor of addressing you, under date of the 30th March last, enclo-
sing a copy of the instructions for mustering and paying volunteers and
militia when called into the service of the United States. It these have been
attended to, there will be no ditficalty in paying them, provided they have
been properly ordered into servic:.  See 6th section of the act sent to you.

Iam, &ec.

N. TOWSON, Paymaster General.

His Bxeellercy R. K. Carrn, .

Governor of [lorida.

"Pavmaster GeENerat's Orrice, June 13, 1836.

Sir: I have received your letter of the 30th ult. T'here is cvidently a
misunderstanding between us in relution to the militia of your "Territory.
In my letter to you of the 18th ult, commenting on that part of yours to the
Sceretary of War which speaks of the delay in paying your troops, 1 sup-
posed you had refegence to such as had been called out on application from
the War Department, and could, therefore, have been paid il they had been
properly mustered, and the paymasters in Florida ivformed of their places
of discharge. Not being able to obtain any information on the subject, for
want of returns and reports to the Adjutant General, T did suppose there
might be some of this description ; but, from your letter now before me, I
find you referred, principally, to those who served previous to any call be-
ing made from the War Department. No provision could have been made
for the payment of t/ose, until after the passage of the enclosed act on the
28th ultimo.

As soon as it was ascertained that such an act would pass, (to wit, on the
23d ultimo,) I gave Major Kirby additional and more positive instructions to
repair to Tallahassee, and directed to him at three different places; but I
regret to learn, by a letter from him, that he had not received either of them
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on the 4th of this month, and that he was then employed on other duties
by order of General Scott, which I fear may interfere with my instructions
when he does reccive them. Under this impression, I have ordered the
paymaster at New Orlcans to repair to Tallahassee by the first opportunity
after he receives my letter.  nclosed I send you an extract from my letter
to him. I have instructed Paymaster Smith, who is stationed at Charles-
ton, to pay Gencral Hernandez's command, and all other volunteers and
militia of your Territory in that scction. If Kirby should be with you
when Mapes arrives, I wish him to be relieved itmediately, as his services
will be wanted in Alabama.

I send a copy of my letter of the 30th of March, which you state has not
been received.  °

1 am, &c,
N. TOWSON, Paymaster Gener
Iis Excellency R. K. CaLL,
Governor of Ilorida, Tullahassee.

[ Enclosed in the preceding. ]

Pavmastir GENERAL'S OFFICE,
May 23, 1836.

Sir: Since my letter to you of the 18th instant, I have received the
enclosed order from the War Department. ‘These instructions embrace
the militia who served with Governor Call nnder General Clinch, as well
as those whose services were called for by General Scott, or subsequently
ordered out by the Governor.

I must rely on you to perform this duty, and, to enable you to do so, you
are authorized to draw on me for any additional funds it may require. |
wish you to see Governor Call 2. soon as you can do so with safety, and
write to him immediately on receipt of this.

I received your letter of the 12:n instant, from St. Augustine, and regret
to learn from it that the Louisiana and Alabama militia had returned from
Tampa Bay without being paid. As Paymaster Lytle accompanied Gen-
eral Scott to that place, I did expect they would have beer: paid by him. 1
ordered Paymaster Mapes back to Orleans, and sent him funds for the
Louisiana volunteers, in case they should return without pay; but did not
believe there wns any necessily to provide for the Alabama troops from
that quarter. I have, since the receipt of your letter, sent him funds, with
instructions to pay them. You will, therefore, confine your operations prin-
cipally to the Florida troops until they are paid, unless it should be con-
venient to pay those of Alabama hefore Paymaster Mapes arrives.

I have just ordered Major Randall to the south, to make arrangements
for the Creek war. He will probably join General Jesup; but this will
depend on the information I may have when he gets to Washington.

Iam, &e,
N. TOWSON, Paymaster General.

Epmunp Kirsy,

Paymaster, St. Augustine.
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PavymasTER GENERAL'S OFFICE,
September 3, 1836.

St 1 received a copy of your letter of the Tth ultimo, in unswer to
one from Major Smith, relating to the payment of certain officers of your
Territory. -

You conclude by saying, that ¢ a copy of this communication is sent to
the Paymaster General, requesting him to lay it before the Sceretary of
War.” As Paymaster Smith did not inform me that he had written to you,
I do not sufficiently understand the point to be decided by the Secretary of
War, to give him the necessary explanation. I infer, from your auswer,
that the question is, What officers are to be paid, according to the organ-
ization required by the law ; and which are to be considered supernumera-
ries? and that it is your opinion that those you named are entitled to a
preference, on account of the services they perforthed.

If I am correct, the Secretary considers that the Governor of the Terri-
tory, and the officer in command of the troops, are the proper persons 1o
malke the decision.

I understand there is one regiment of those troops in the neighborhood
of Newnansville, yet to be paid. I did expect that this duty would have
been performed by Paymaster Smith ; but he informed me, before he left
St. Augustine, that it was impossible to get to that place without a strong
escort, and that Lientenant Colonel Crane did not think the object suffi-
ciently important to justify him in sending such an escort at this sickly
season. I am informed by officers who have returned from Florida, that
Newnansville can be approached as easily, or more so, from Tallahassee ;
and, as it is unccertain when I can send a paymaster by the way of St
Augustine, I wish you to furnish Paymaster Mapes a suflicient escort to
protect him, and send him on that duty, if you shall think it of suflicient
importance. There are some regular troops at that place that are much in
want of pay.

I am gratified at the complimentary terms in which you notice the offi-
cial conduct of the two officers of this department, who have been witl
you. I know it will give Paymaster Mapes pleasure to render you every
service in his power, in any way you desire to employ him; to which I
have not the slightest objection, provided it does not interfere with his
appropriate duty, which I am sure you will not permit it to do.

Iam, &ec.,
N. TOWSON, Paymaster General.
GovERNOR oF I'Lor1nA, Tallahassee.

PavyuasTER GENERAL'S OFFICE,
May 23, 1837.

Sir: 1 have the henor to acknowledge the receipt of vour letter of the
9th instant, in which you request that a paymaster may be sent to pay cer-
tain companies of Florida militia, which you inform me have not yet been
paid.

The following is an extract from the instructions given by the senior offi-
cer of the department in Florida, Paymaster T. P. Andrews, to Paymaster-
Forsyih : # After all the volunteers are paid off, and the troops paid to the
30th April as above, and not before, Major Forsyth will proceed to Talla-
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hassee, and pay off the two companies of militia, the rolls of which T have
already made out and leave with you ; also, the detachment of Apalachicola
Indians.  He will also pay any proper claims on the departiment in that
region. now due ; after which, he can proceed home.” The instructions
were dated at Tampa Bay on the 20th nltimo, and, 1f nothing has occurred
to prevent, will, I presume, have been complied with hy the time you re-
ceive this, It is, however, possible that more pressing duty may have been
assigned to Paymaster Iorsyth, that will delay his visiting Tallahassee.

Liecutenant J. C. Casey, now in Florida, has received a temporary appoint-
ment as paymaster, and on the 5th instant I sent him a boud to be exe-
cuted. Assoon as that is returned, I shall order him to Tallahassce, to
remain there until all the claims against the department in that quarter are
settled.

Volunteers who were absent when their companies were paid will have
to apply to the accounting officers at this place for settlement, as the rolis
which establish their claims are in the Second Auditor’s oflice.  Letters on
the subject, addressed to the Auditor, or to me, will be atiended to without
delay.

I am, &ec.
. N. TOWSON, Paymaster General.

Governor or Froripa,

Talluhassee.

PaymastierR GENERAL'S OFFICE,
July 13, 1837.

Sir: Paymaster Forsyth has furnished me a copy of your letter to him
of the §th ultimo, in which you say the deranged state of the currency is
such as to preclude the possibility of his obtatinng from the local banks
such fuuds as would enable him to pay the militia and volunteers of the
Territory, and advise him to proceed to Washington to make the necessary
arrangements with me for paying off’ the claims against the Pay Departinent.

T enclose you a copy of the paymasier's answers to iny inquiries on the
subject, from which it appears that many of the claimants refused 1o be paid
in the paper of your banks, and required specie. He thinks northern paper
would he acceptable; but it appears, from what follows in his letter, that
none of the claims, or but a few of them are snufliciently anthenticated to
be acted on by a paymaster, it there were no difliculty about funds to pay
them with; and that the proper muster-rolls have not been made, which
makes it necessary that the claims should be submitted to the accounting
officers of the Goverpment before they are paid.

Under these circumstarces, all that I can do is to request your excellency
to instruct the officers to forward the claims of their commands to e, .with
evidence of the service, and statements of the circumnstances under which
it was performed, in order that the claims may be audited for settlement.

I will also thank you to inform me what funds will be acceptable to the
claimunts, and, if they can be provided, it shall be done ; if not, their claims
must remain unsettled until suitable provision is made by Congress.

1am, &ec.
N. TOWSON, Paymaster General.
GovERrNOR OF FLORILA,
ZT'aliahassee.
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{Enclosure in letter of July 13, 1837.]

PavymasTer General's OFFicE,
July 11, 1837.

Sie: Governor Call says in his letter to you (of which you have given
me a copy) that the deranged state of the finances of the country is such as
to preclude your obtaining from the Jocal banks such funds as would en-
able you to pay the volunteers and militia o the Territory; and advises
you to visit Washington for the purpose of making the necessary arrange-
ments with the Paymaster General for paying off the numerous claims
against the Pay Department.

I will thank you to inforin me what funds were under your control, that
you could have used in paying the claims against this department, of which
the Governor speaks; whether any other tunds than specie would be re-
ceived in payment by the claimants, and what funds.

Please also inform me the probable amount of the claims the Governor
refers to, and whether the claimants have been regularly mustered, and are
fully prepared to be paid; or whether these claims should be first submit-
ted to the accounting oflicers of the Government,

Iam, &c,
N. TOWSON,
Paymaster General.
R. A. Forsyru, Poymaster.— Present.

{Enclosure inletier of July 13, 1837.]

Wasminaron Ciry, July 11, 1837,

Sir: In reply to your communication of this date, I have the honor to
state that the funds within my control, in making payments at Tallahassee,
were Union and Central Bank paper. Many of the individuals who had
claims against the Government for services, demanded gold or silver, and
refused to take I'lorida paper. I am inclined to believe that northeru paper
would be acceptable.  Great ditficulty will occur, however, for the want of
specie to make change, as none can Le had at 'l'allahassee. 1 have no
knowledge of more than one company and two detachments who have Leen
regularly mustered in and out of service, and could be paid without refer-
ring the rolls to the accounting officers of the Government. Other claims
exist; but I do not think numerous. Most of the claimants have never
been regularly mustered in or out of service; and I think it would be ex-
pedient and proper to submit the rolls to the department previous to a pay-
ment being made. I remained in Tallahassee ten days after the receipt of
Gavernor Call’s letter, employed in paying off' the companies of Captuins.
Fivans and Myrick, as far as it could be done. with checks on the Union
Bauk of Florida.

Very respectfully, sir, your obedient servant,
y Tespeetty, 5ih R. A. FORSYTH,

Paymaster U. S. Army.

General N. Towsox,
Puymaster General U. 8. Army.
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PavmasTier GENERAL'S OrricE,
July 31, 1837.
Siw: | have had the honor to receive your letter of the 16th instant.
When you wrote that letter, you could not have reccived mine of the 13th,
which has probably reached you hefore now. On turning to my copy of
that letter, it does not strike me that I can now add any thing useful to it.
Is it 11 possible that you have eomprehended, in the claims referred to,
many st other branches of the service than the Pay Department, of
which i b ive no cognizance ?
With great respeet, I am, sir, your most obedient servant,
' N. TOWSON, Paymaster General.
Govenrion or Froripa, Tallahassee.

PavymasTer GENERAL'S Orrice,
August 8, 1837,

Govinnon: 1 bave the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter
of the 25th nl imo.

I regret, as much as you do, the delay in the payment of the volunteers,
which forms the sabject of your communication, and have done every
thing in iy power to preventit. I am at a loss to know why yon did not
require Mapes to pay them, if they were entitled to it, at the tine he was
in your stail.  "T'he subject was under your control ; it was for that pur-
pose hie was ordered to join you, and was furnished with funds, a part of
which 1s now in the Central Bank. This not having been done, 1 directed
the senior oflicer of the department in Florida to have it attended to as
soon os an oflicer could be spared from more pressing duty ; and Major
Forsyth was accordiugly seut to Tallahassee, with instructions to consult
you, and pav off” all claims against the departinent. He assigns two reasons
for not doing so: the principal one, in which yon concur, was, that his
funds were of the Union and Central Banks of 'Tallahassee, which the
volunteers would not receive ; and that but two companies, a part of which
had been paid, were prepared to receive it. Under such circumstances, I
do not se¢ what more could have been done by this department to have the
claims you mention settled.

It is my mtention to send a paymaster to Tallahassce as soon as I can
spare one lor that purpose, or procure an officer of the line to perform the
duty; but, in the mean time, it will greatly expedite the business if the
compatiies are wmustered, and one set of the rolls sent to this place, and the
others retained by you or the captains. If there are no doubtful points to
be settled by the accounting officers, as you seem to think, the payment
can be mad: on the rolls retained ; but if there are, it will certainly save
time to have the rolls placed in their hands as soon as practicable.

It is muzh to be regretted that these companies have not been mustered
before ; il they had, and I had been furnished the rolls, they would have
been paid fong since.  This is a duty that should never be delayed for the
arrival of i paymaster, as that never can expedite, and frequently delays,
the setilement. .

I am glad to learn from your letter that the paper of the Central Bank
will be received by the troops. Major Forsyth was authorized to receive
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all that was to the credit of Paymaster Mapes in that bank, and would
have been furnished any additional sum required, in southern funds, if he
had applied to me for it.

You inform me that the Central Bank will now purchase the checks of
the Government officers on the banks of New York, and give their own
bills in payment; which you think every one will be glad to receive. , You
will see, by the enclosed circular to disbursing officers, that it is not in the
power of paymasters to obtain funds in New York to draw on. If the
banks will purchase drafts on Charleston, Savannah, Mobile, or New
Orleans, they can be obtained from the 'T'reasury ; or, if the notes of the
deposite banks at either of those places will be received by the troops, they
can be obtained. ‘

Let me entreat you to have all the troops that require it mustered im-
mediately. :

Iam, &c,
4 N. TOWSON, Paymaster General.

Governor oF Froripa, Tallahassee. :

TavLLAHASSEE, May 30, 1836.

Sir: Yours of the 18th instant has just been received. The letter you
enclosed to Major Kirby shall be forwarded to Charleston, where, I learn,
he has gone. From your letter, I perceive you are but littie advised of the
situation of those who have claims against the Paymaster’s Department.

You speak of paymasters having been ordered into the field as early as
the 2d of February, and observe, “that if the militia referred to in your
[my] letter had, when their term of service expired, been properly mustered,
and the rolls placed 1n the hands of the paymaster, they could have been
paid on quitting the field ; but the paymaster must now foliow them to their
respective homes to perform that duty.”

Now the fact is, that the greater number of those having claims against
the Paymaster’s Iepartment served in the mouths of December and Janu-
ary, and were discharged before the paymasters arrived in the field; others
served at distant posts on the fronticr when a paymaster presented himself
during the period of their service; and a third class were ordered by the
commanding general on a detached service ; after accomplishing which,
they were directed to proceed home, there to be discharged.

Thus you will perceive that your remark does not justly apply to any of
the Florida troops, and that the inconvenience to which the Pay Depart-
ment may be exposed, having to send officers to their respective homes in
order to pay the troops, does not result from neglect of duty on the part of
the officers commanding them.

1 have not reccived the letter which you did me the honor of addressing
me on the 30th of March last, but I will endeavor to have the muster-rolls
prepared in such a manner as to avoid any difliculty in the payment; and
hope that a paymaster may be ordered to perform that duty as early as
practicable, if it should be found incoirvenient for Major Kirby to do so.

1 am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

R. K. CALL.

General N, Towson,
Paymaster General United States Army.



?j[{ﬁlzs._;_]_.ﬁ:j T T O

TALLAHASSE!, July 1 1836.

Dzm Sm I have ‘teceived your letter of the 13th June, and regret to-
’have giveu you so much trouble. - Major Kirby has been here.on duty for
“some tiine, aud will soon have completed-his payments. He is very prompt
‘and ethclem in his office, and despatches business with great rapldxty not-
”wnhslaudmtr the uup]e.lsaut duty he hms -had to. perform. v ‘
"< He'has, nio donb, ere this, reported to you otﬁcmlly )

\ery rcspecuuhg, your ob».du.m s:.rvam )

. R K CALL
General N. 'I‘o“ SON. _

TM L mnsrl, July 30, 1830

f;' Sm ’\‘In)nr \hpm of thie P.1y Depqrtment is still with me, enoatred i’
paying off the troops as tliey retarn from service. There are lwo or three
3 del.tchmems vet to be paid. T have found him a most valuable officer in
every respect, and have given him an _appointment in my staff as nid de-.
canp. - | hope it witl be Bo inconvenience to your departmem for him to -
remain in that situation, as it will not interfere with the performance of his
“ather duties. * From- his experience, and ‘general lutelllwel ce, he wﬂl be
huohlv serviceable to me and.to the coumry . .
Tam, sir, very uspccltmlv, your obedlent servam L
R K GALI.. ‘
Geucml N 'l‘owsm\, Pay J;nastcr Gencral I

“Ta \Ll.m aesrs, Augrust 7 lS&b.

Sm Ynnr commmncahon of the 27 thof . Jnly, with: the enclosure from :
the Pa\m.mer General, is duly reccived. Itis not, nor has it been, my in-
- tention to. prevent the pnymnut of any who are entitled, nuder any cir-.
‘cumstances, to receive pay for services rendered, .- .

I rm-ntmned in my letter of the 19th of July, my knowledge of the ser-
vices renidered by Colonel Watren, Lieutetiant Colonel Mills, M.uor Cooper,
and: (,..pt.un Patnam.  Colonel \\’mren and Major Cooper were wonnded.

~How far the Sceretury of War: may decide that those who were not in the
- field; but remmjned-at home, were in serviee, is for him, not me, to-determine.

_ lf the organization does mr-lude no more than.one colonel, one lleutx‘nant v
colouel, twa_ majors, with captams, lientenants, &c., a8 stated; there. is ‘1o
doubt but the abovenamed; who rendered f'ulhful and active servlce, and’
“who shed their bload, should b the officers recoonhed as in service, aud .
conimanding, whatever informalities may arise it the muster. The Tacts
~ alluded to L'will cheerfiilly give under certificate, if required. - A copy of
 this cominunication is sent-to'the P.cymasler Generul requesnn'f hxm tv lay
-3t before lhe Secretary of War, » L

' Respectfully, your obcdlentservnm s
R K. C! AL[., ‘
Governor and Lammander -in clnef
Majot Sun‘n, : ‘
- Paymasler USs Arm j, St Auguslmc.
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TarLanasser, Seplember 18, 1836.

Sir: I have received your letter of the 3d instant, and have sent Major
Mapes to Newnansville, agreeably to your request, to finish the payments
which should have been made by Major Smith. e was ordered by me to
proceed to Newnansville on that duty, and he was authorized to call on
Colonel Crane for an escort. 'The reason assigned by him to me for not
executing the order, was his ill health, and not that Colonel Crane did not
thin'® " = object sufficiently important to justify him in sending an escort.
Major Sum.ih had seunt me a copy of your letter to the Secretary of War, in
which you niention the number of officers who might be paid according
to the number of men returned by General Hernandez. Knowing, as 1did,
that a majority of the officers and men who presented themselves for pay-
ment had never performed a day’s service, I reqitested Major Smith to pay
the oflicers whom I knew to have served faithfully, and told him he might
regard that request-as a positive order if he found it necessary to cover his
responsibility ; but he left the "Perritory without paying any of the officers
except Major Putnam.

It was, no doubt, your intention that those only should be paid who had
performed actual service; and such are the instructions 1 have given to
Major Mapes. But I fear you will find, on inquiry, that a large number of
the men paid by Major Mapes, though belonging to the regiments ordered
out by Geueral Hernandez, never lelt their homes, or perforined one day’s
service during the war,

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
R. K. CALL,
Commanding the Army in Florida.
Geuneral N. Towsox,
Paymaster General, Washington.

TavLaaassee, May 9, 1837.

Sir: I regret to be under the necessity of troubling you aguin on the
subject of the pay due the militia of Middle uud West Florida. 'Those
engaged under my command in the fall caunpaign, as well as others since
employed in the defence of the frontier, (amounting to ten or twelve com-
panies,) still remain unpaid. Since Major Mapes left here in August last,
none of the militia called into service from this part of the country have
been paid. 1 have written several times to General Jesup on the subject;
but, as yet, no paymaster has arrived, and 1 am under the necessity ot ap-
plying to you, and requesting that one may be ordered immediately to this
place to pay off thetroops which have been discharged from service.

Having reason to believe that impositions will be attempted on the Pay-
master’s Departinent, by a part of the battalion of East Florida militia under
the command of Lieutenant Colonel William J. Mills, I have, (rom a sense
of justice to the Government, to request that the paymasters in Florida may
be instructed to pay such portions only of that battalion as I may designate.

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

R. K. CALL, Governor of Florida.

General N. Towsonw,

Paymaster Genceral U. S, A.
15
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Wasnminaron Crry, July 8, 1837.

Sir: T have the honor to enclose a copy of a letter from Governor Call
on the subject of payments to militia in Florida,  Of the numerous unsatis-
fied claims referred to, but a small portion applies to the Pay Department.
None would have remuined unsatisfied, could I have had control of the
proper kind of funds.

Very respectfully, sir, your obedient servant,

R. A. FORSYTH,
Paymaster U. 8. A.
General N. Towson,
Puaymaster General U.N. A.

.
———————

[Enclosed in the preceding.]
TaLrLanasseg, June 8, 1837.

Sir: T regret very much that the deranged state of the finances of the
country is such as to preclude the possibility of your obtaining at this time,
from our local banks, such funds as will enable you to pay the militia and
volunteers of the Territory which have been engaged in the service of the
United States. ]

I'he Government could not have anticipated the sudden and unexpected
change which has taken place. It is highly important to the interest of
those concerned that the most prompt payment should be made; and, if
consistent with the instructions you have received from the chief of your -
department, 1 would suggest the propriety of your proceeding immediately
to Washington for the purpose of making the necessary arrangements with
the Paymaster General for paying off the numerous unsatisfied claims
against that department.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
R. K. CALL,

Governor of Florida.

Major ForsyTa,
Paymauster U. 8. 4.

TALLAHASSEE, July 16, 1837.

Sir: I am again under the necessity of reminding you that the militia
and volunteers of Middle Florida have not been paid for services rendered
the Government near twelve months since. This is a grievance of which
complaint is justly made ; and I have most earnestly to request that a pay-
master may be ordered immediately to this place, to pay off all the claims
against the department.

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

R. K. CALL,
Governor of Florida.
Gen. Towson,
Paymaster General.

TaLLAnASSEE, July 25,1837,

Sir : I have received your letter of the 13th instant, accompanied with a
copy of one from Paymaster Forsyth, of the 11th instant, I mustsay 1have
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read his lotter with some surprise. It is certainly a very different commu-
nication from that which I had a right to suppose he would have made to
you on the subject to whicl it relates. My letter of the Sth of June (a copy
of which he appears to have furnished you with) was written at his specinl
instance and request.  He informed me that he had funds only to pay two
companies those of (Myrick and Evans,) to whom he had made partial pay-
ments during the last winter ; and that, by going to Washington, he could
make the necessary arrangements for funds; and I certainly understood
that he would return here immediately and complete the payments to the
troops of Middle Florida. At the time I wrote the lctter of the 8th of June to
Major Forsyth, both the banks at this place had suspended specie payments.,
The bills of the Union Bank were at a discount, and the Central Bank would
not give its paper in exchange for the checks of the Government on any
bank whatever. Since that time the Central Bank has adopted a different
policy, and it now purchases the checks of the Government oflicers on the
banks of New York. I am authorized by the president of that institution
to say, that it will afford the Government any facility it may require in that
way. 'T'his bavk is in as good a situation, and in as good credit in this
country, as any bank in the United States; and every one will be glud to re-
ceive payment in the bills of this institution. I am further informed by the
president, there is in bank, to the credit of the Governr :nt, $20,000, placed
there by Major Mapes, which he is ready to pay. Thus, you will perceive,
there is no difficulty about funds. All we require is, the checks on the
banks of New York, and a paymaster to disburse the mnoney which may be
raised on them. 1 am greatly surprised at the suggestion of Major Forsyth,
that the claims against the Government are noi numerons, and that they
should be referred to the department at Washington before they are paid.
His reason for this is, that the troops were not resularly mustered in and
out of service. This is true; but would a reference of the rolls to the
departmeunt at Washington dispense with this formality 2 would not the
muster out of service still be necessary ? 1f so, why longer delay the pay-
ment of claims which have been due twelve months, by sending the rolls to
‘Washington, and then sending them back here to have the troops mustered
out of service? Why not have them mustered and paid at once? These
troops were not regularly mustered in or out of service, because there was
no regular officer to perform that daty ; but they were regularly organized
and enrolled ; they performed their duty faithfully, and they can show the
proper evidence of their services, and of the amount due them. In East
Florida 1 ordered troops into service without being mustered. General
Jesup ordered them to be mustered out, and they were immediately paid.
"Two-thirds of the men who have been in service during the war, have
been received in the same manner, and they have all been paid. Major
Kirby paid off five or six companies last summer, who were precisely in the
same situation. And now, when I have been writing for a paymaster, first
to General Jesup, and then to yourself, for more than six months, to be told
that a further delay is to be encountered, is an embarrassment which I had
not anticipated. If it was not necessary to send the rolls of East Florida
to Washington before the troops were paid, it cannot be necessary to ob-
serve that formality in Middle Florida, where the men were precisely in the
same situation. Middle Florida, with a frontier of near 200 miles, has de-
fended herself during the whole war; and, with the exception of a few
mouths last summer, there has scarcely been a regular soldier encamped
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within her limits.  If a paymaster is sent, T can procnre a regular officer,
it it is required, to muster the men out of service: and I do hope, sir, in
Justice to the claimants, that one may be ordered here with that promptitude
which has always characterized your proceedings.  Major Forsyth informs
you that the clais are not numerous; he certainly did not obtain this in-
formation from me, for I assure you, sir, there are ten or twelve companies
which have claims for three and four months’ service.  Of this fact 1 in-
formed you in my first conununication on the subject. I see, in all the re-
marks of Major Forsyth, nothing but procrastination and delay.  Early in
December last, before I was relieved in command of the army, I requested
Major Andrews to send a paymaster to this place, to pay off the troops ; and
still their claims are unsatisfied. Yaver siuce then [have, {from time to time,
been urging their payment, but without eflect.  The winter and the spring
were permitted to pass away—midsummer has now arrived, and it is an
unpleasant duty to travel in the south; but I trust, nevertheless, it will be
performed. 1 have every confidence in your energy and prompt attention
to business, and T hope soon to be informed that a paymaster is on his way
to perform the duties required.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
R. K. CALI,
Governor of I'lorida.
General Towson,
Puymaster General.

Tavruanassee, August 21, 1837.

GrNeraL: I have received your letter of the Sth instant, in reply to
mine of the 25th ultimo. You observe that you are at a loss to know why
1 did not require Major Mapes to pay the volunteers, if they were entitled
to it, at the time he was in my staff.  Major Mapes did pay very promptly
all claims which were due at that time; but you appear not to be apprized
that others have since accumulated, and that he left here early in Septem-
ber to pay off the troops in East Florida; and that, owing to his extreme
ill health, he never returned. The term of service of the men ordered to
the frontier in the months of Juue and July of the last year had not ex-
pired when he left here ; hence he could not pay them, and nuerous other
companies ordered into service subsequent to that time.

You speak of Major Forsyth having been ordered here to pay off the
troops ; of the causes assigned by him for not having dong so ; and observe
that the pringipal one, in which 1 concur, was, that his funds were of the
Central and Union banks of Tallahassee, which the voluntcers would not
receive.

I beg lecave to say, sir, that 1 do not concur in the correctness of this
statement, as you will readily perceive by an attentive perusal of my last
letter.

In that letter I informed you that Major Forsyth had told me emphati-
cally aud positively that he had funds to pay off but two companies ; and
that it was under this belief, and at his request, that T addressed him the
letter (a copy of which he laid before you) requesting him to proceed to
Washington to procure suitable funds. I was not apprized, at that time,
that Major Forsyth had at his disposal $20,000 in the Central Bank of
Florida, or that he would, as I afterwards learned he did, pay off the com-
panies of Evans and Myrick in Union Bank bills, which were then, and
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still are, at a discount of from five to ten per cent. in exchange for Central
Bauk notes. These two were the only commpanies Major 1forsyth oflered to
pay ; and when they, subsequently to the date of my letter, and after I had
left Tallahassee on public business, agreed, and uctually did receive from
him paymentin the Union Bank bills, he shonld not have used my letter as
an excuse for leaving here, or assigned us a cause for not paying other
companics to whom he did not elfer them, that he had no other funds than
Central and Union Bank bills,  After Myrick’s and Evans’s conpanices re-
ceived their pay in the worst funds he had at command, I know of no good
reason he had to believe that other companies would refuse to receive the
Central Bank notes, which were worth a premium. I again repeat that 1
wrote the letter to Major 1orsyth, at his request, and on the information I
received alone from him,

With regard to the muster of the troops, T know this to be a necessary
formality ; and in my last letter I inlormed you of the reason why it had
not been done. [ bave been compelled to defend Middle Forida against
the ravages of the Seminoles, and West Florida against the fugitive Creeks,
without the aid of the Government—not having ¢ven so much as a regular
officer to muster the troops into serviee, which is required by your depart-
ment. It should not, therefore, be o matter of surprise that they have not
been mustered. 1 have, however, sent by express an application to General
Jesup for a regular officer to be sent forthwith, to muster all the compaliies
out of service; aud before a paymaster can arrive here, the rolls will be
complete. 1 am not disposed to censure any one; but there has certainly
been an extraordinary delay in the payment of these troops, aud 1 hope it
will not long continue to be a subject of complaint. "T'here would be no difli-
culty in procuring funds, it we had a paymaster to disburse thern ; and I
have agaiu to request that one may be immediately ordered to perform that
duty. )

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
R. K. CALL.

General N. Towsox,

Paymaster General U. S. Ariny.

TaLvanassieE, September 6, 1837,

Str: Tn my last letter to you I mentioned that Major Iforsyth had stated
to me that he had funds, when here, only to complete the payuent ok Evans’s
and Myrick's companies. ~This statement appeared inconsistent with the
fact that there was to his credit in the Central Bank of Florida at this place
§25,000, no part of which has yet been expended. I have subsequently
called at the Central Bank, and find that the check of Major Mapes placing
this fund to the credit of Major Forsyth is dated at New York on the Sth
of June. 'This reconciles the apparent incounsistency. This statement of
Major 'orsyth was made before that time, and I had no conversation with
him on the subject after the Sth of June.

As an act of justice to Major Forsyth, T am happy in being enabled to
make this stateruent. 1 hope I shall soon hear from you again on the sub-
ject of sending a paymaster to pay off the troops of Middle and West Florida.

I any, sir, very respecttully, your obedient servant, '
‘R. K. CALL.
General N, Towsony, :

Paymaster General.



[278] - 230

OrpNancE OFFicE,
Washington, June 22, 1836.

St By order of the Secretary of War, I have the honor to inform you
that Captain 1. Harding, the officer commanding the Mount Vernon arse-
nal, Aabama, has been dirceted 10 comply prowmptly with any requisitions
which vou may find it necessary to make on him to enable you to carry on
your oper rations.

I'he Mount Vernan arsenal has been selected, that being deemed, {rom
its position, the most convenient to allord the ree xdy means of supply.

T'he precaution has been taken, however, to give similar instructions to
the oflicers commanding the Augusta ((1(,()["].1) arsenal, and the Charles-
ton depot, should you find it necessary to make requisitions on them.

Any additional information which you may require will be promptly
given,

Respectfully, sir, your obedient servant,
GEO. BOMFORD,
Colonel of Ordnance.
His Excelleney R. K. Cavg,
Gavernor of Ilorida.

Tavrauasser, July 9, 1836.
Sir: T have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the
22d ubthmo, informing me of the order given by the Seeretary of War to the
officer having charge of the arsenal at Mount Vernon to issue arms and
annnunition on iy reguisition. Anticipating such an order, 1 sent in April
last fnd obtained a suflicient supply.
I awm, sir, very respcct(ullv, your obedient servant, .-
R. K. CALL.
Colone!l Grorare Bomroip,
Ordnance Departinent.
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APPENDIX.

[The following documents should have been inserted in the body of the
foregoing corrcspnndunce, in the order hereafter noted, but were accident-
ally omitted in preparing it.]

[The seven following letters should have immediaiely preceded the letter of May 25, 1836, (page
1,) from the Secretary of War o Governor Call.]

War Deparrrment, May 5, 1836.

Sir: I have received your letter of the 20th ultimo, and, in answer, beg
leave to inform you that General Scott has been this day requested by the
Adjutant General to communicate freely with you on the subject of the ne-
cessary measures for the defence of the settlements in Florida against the
depredations of the Indians. 1 have to request that you would state your
views freely to General Scott, who will be authorized to pursue such a
course as will be found necessary. 1 agree with you that it would not be
expedient, under present circumstances, to remove any of the regular troops
from Jlorida, and General Scott has been accordingly instructed to retain
them there. He has been further requested to establish posts in the health-
ful positions, wherever the state of the country may require.

It scems to be conceded that military operations cannot be carried on
against the Indians during the summer season. Your suggestion, there-
fnre, seems to me very correet, to take all necessary measures to prevent the
incursions of the Indians, by lhe establishment of posts, and to be prepared,
as soon as the proper season arrives, for resuming operations. It is so im-
portant to afford adequate security to our cmzens that, if we err at all, we
had better err by establishing too many than too few pos.ts. I have to re-
quest, therefore, that you would state your views fully on this point to Gen-
eral Scott,

A bill is pending before Congress, and will probably pass within a few
days, authorizing the raising of volunteers. As soon as it hecomes a law,
General Scott wlll be authonzed to organize such a force, of that dmcnp
tion, as may be necessary, in addition 1o the regular troops, to aftord fll
protection to the inhabirauts of Florida. While General Scott remains in
the Territory, the general measures of defence will be, of course, iutrusted
tohim. Asa precautionary matter, however, and looking to pOS\lll[(, events,
wnstructions will be given to the comm'u"dmfr officers of the arsenals at Au-
gusta and Mount Vernon to issue any arms that may be required for the
defence of the Territory.

Very respectfully, your most obedient servant,
LEWIS CASS.

His Excellency R. K, Carr,

Governor of I'lorida, Tallahassee, Fa,
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ARV E S Wan Drv\n'rnmm- May u, 1836

Sm 1 iave rect ncd zmd snbmmed to the Precldem vour two letlers o( )
the 2sth and 30th ultimo. . - .
My letter of May 3, in answer to yours of tho 2()th ullnmo wnll have con-
~veyed to'you the views of the President at that time on the ﬂuh_]ects present-
~ed by vou. - The bill, ta which I alluded in that letter; has not yet.passed
~Congress, and the dup'mment is therefore prevented from taking those de-

: ,ﬁumvc tneastires which ‘are - contempiated ‘But,"as soon as. it is ‘passed,
~-measures will be taken fof raising such a .orce under it as, iti addition to
‘the regalar. troops in Florida, may “be. deemed sufficient for the protection
_of the. frnnunrs The l’remdonr s dlspmed to view ﬁlvorably your sugges- .
tion' reipecting 3 summer campaign. - The impression_heretofore enter-
“tained at the departmem derived {rom various sources of information, has
becn,ah.n operations conld not be carried on'in Florida at that season of the
~year, with any just. rezard to the health of the troops. -But your experience,’
official situation, and knowledge of the country, justly give w eight to your
~opinion. ” Aud, it may be, that men acclimated to that. region, may operate .
“there without: d.mm.r ‘from lhe climate. - As soon,. however, as the volunteer-
- Jaw passes, I will write vou again ;- and you may rely upon it that no proper

‘measurcs will Le onitted to afford adequai security to the people of Florida.
My autention-hus been called to the concluding paragraph of my-letter to.
~you of the 5th.instant. "I find it s not us defi nite s it should have been. I
mitended 1o say that the necessary arms shouid be. isstied upon your requi-
-~ sition: and such were the instructions given, as yon will perceive from the
enclosed copy of @ memorandum given to the Ordnance Department. ‘
“ 1 have hud a_conversation with General Jesup on'the subject of the claims
g ~muu<t the Quartern:aster’s Dep-zrtmeut in Florida. 1le informs me that he
" wrote vou sotue time since on the snbject, and that arrangements had been
‘made for the ad]ustmem and payment of these ciais. ‘He will 1mmcd1ately
“advise you of the instructions that have been given. ;
" Orders were some time siuce given to the Paymaster General to cause the
‘ mxl'm to be paid as fast as thcy were mustered into service and as the pay
“was dite 10 them. 1 have again renewed: the subject, and requested the’
immediate attention of (xenenl Towson to it, aud also that he would wrue
~you. ,
’ Al ery rcspoctfull3 your. moct obcdlem sen"mt,
oo ‘ © LEW lS CASS
Ih~ L\co]knc; RUK. Cavyyo : ,
: Gocernor ¢ f 1 ‘lunda, Tallulmssee, Pa. o

“ AR DEP.\RT“F\T, May 16 1836

" Sre: Thave recmved your letter of May 4th. You. will perceive that,.
“Inln Major General Scott, in Florida, is charged with the general measures-
of defence, it wonid not do for this department to -authorize the organiza-
+tion and cmpln} ment of a force independent of his authorlty Snll how-
ever; if any portion of the fronticr is left without defence, and the inhabit-
- ants, L\pmcd to danger, the President will sanction_the calling out by you
of aforce necessary to repel the attack of the Indians. You may rely upon
-~ every disposition: being felt here to afford due protection to the’ mhabnams‘
of F londa nnd to rcduce the refractory Inchans o submlssnon. o
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General Scott, by the last advices, was at St. Augustine, awaiting the or-
ders of the department.  He will be anthorized, after putting the frontier in
a proper state of defence, to turn over the command to General Clinch,
and to return to his department if the state of atlairs there will, in his
opinion, permit.  You will perceive the extreme difficulty of determining,
here, what posts should be abandoned or established, when there is a con-
trariety of opinion between otlicers of high raulk in the conntry. My own
impression respecting general defeusive measures is, that healthful positions
should be songlit along the lines, and temporary posts established, with
slight defences for the occupation of the troops during the summer scason ;
that it is botter to have more posts with fewer men in each, than it is to
have few posts with large garrisons ; that the Indians will scarcely collect
in large masses, or attack fortified positions; but that they will spread
themselves along the frontiers in small parties, doing all the mischief they
can. 'I'he troops shounld, at all times, be upon the alert; and there should
be mounted men employed, acquainted with the nature of the country
and the habits of the Indians, who can iustantly follow any maranding
parties which may strike upon the settlements. It is indispensablle that the
Indians should be pursued. I they find that their expeditions are success-
ful, and that they are unot followed to their fastnesses, they will lay waste
the whole frontier.  Certainly, where an Indian can go, a white man can
follow. Tt is necessary, however, for this purpose, that a corps of spies and
guides shonld be formed and kept continually in motion. Whenever a hos-
tile party is discovered, their trail should be followed, and the necessary
force, infantry and mounted men, kept within supporting distance of these
spies.  Vigilance, activity, and decision, are esscntially necessary to secure
the objects in view.

From vour representation, I am under the impression that a very small
force at 'Tampa Bay will be suflicient, and that the other troops had better
be stationed upon the line of the frontier settlemients. I shall transmit to
General Scott copies of your letter and this answer, that he may know the
views of the department.  He will be authorized to keep in service such
mounted men as may be necessary for defensive operatious during the sum-
mer secason, : :

From what is understood here of the climate, men not accustomed to it
caunot, with safety, carry on military operations. It this be so, the regular
troops ought not to be required to do any more than defend their positions,
overawe the Indians, and pursue any war-parties that may make their ap-
pearance ; and, perhaps, also occasioually ranging through the moie health-
ful parts of the country.

1 mentioned in a preceding letter that there was a bill pending bhefore
Congress for raising a voluntecr force, and that, as soon as it passed, defini-
tive measures would be taken on the subject of your proposition to imbody
a force of this deseription.  Congress have not finally acted upon this mat-
ter ; but, in the mean time, you are authorized to take preparatory steps for
raising one thousand volunteers, to be employed whenever required, in
operatinns agaiust the Seminole Indians. 1 send you a copy of the bill for
vour information. But you will please to observe that, as it has not passed,
no definitive measures can be taken upon this snbject, nor assurances given.
The men may be enrolled, and the company oflicers selected, so as to be
ready to be imbodied the moment the bill passes. They should be organ-
ized with respect to officers, non-commissioned officers, and privates, agree-
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ably to the existing militia laws of the United States. The question re-
specting the appointment of superior officers will be determined as soon as
thie lnw passes.  All this will be considered as the mere voluntary act of
the individuals, and will notsubject the Government to any expense what-
ever until the neeessary legal provision is made, It is merely preparatory
to an organization. :
I have shown this letter to the President, who has authorized me to ex-
press to you his approbation of it.
Very respectfully, your most obedient servant,
LEWIS CASS.

P. 8.—The President suggests that, whenever the Indian ponies and beef
cattle caunot be tuken for the use of the army, they should be shot.
L. C.
His Fxcellency R K. CaLy,
('ova'lmr of Florida, Tullahasse., Fa.

WaAR DEPARTMENT,
May 17, 1836,

Sir: T have just received your letter of the 6th instant, with its en-
closures,

Having already written to you very fully on the subject of the defence of
Florida, T have nothing more to add at present.

As the Indians are .lclll'llly committing depredations upon the settlements,
you are certainly right in taking .Idcqlh\lc measures for protection ; and the
President will sanction the employwment of whatever militia force may be
required for this service, until other arrangements are made.

Very respectfully, your most obedient’ servant,
LEWIS CASS.

His Excellency R, K. Cavr,

Governor of Florida, Tullahassec.

War DEPARTMENT,
May 19, 1836.

Sir: Your letter of the Sth instant has just been received.

"T'he volunteer law has not yet passed, but I think it will in a day or two;
and, in the mean time, | trust you are makiog all the arrangements necessa-
1y for the employment of the requisite force as soon as the measure is sanc-
tioned by Congress. I enclose you a copy of a letter reccived from the
Secretary of the N vavy, by which you will see that a naval force has been
ordered to the coast, for the purposes specified in vour letter. It will be ne-
cessary for you to corrupoud with Commodore Dallas, and to suggest to
that officer such a course of proceeding as may be demanded by the pubhc
Interest.

-Yery respectfully, your most obedient servant,
LEWIS CASS.

His Excellency R. K. CaLL,

Governor of Florida, Tallahassce.
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War DEPARTMENT,
May 21, 1836.

Sir: 1 have just received your letter of the 10th instant. The volunteer
Lill has not yet passed, and the departiment is not able to authorize you to
organize, permanently, any of that species of force. 1 still, however, hope
that it will pass within a day or two. [ can but repeat what I have already
said to you. "This department will sanction the employment of any force
which you may find necessary to protect the inhabitants of IPlorida, until
measures can be adopted for renewing offensive operations against the Sem-
inoles, or until arrangements shall have been completed by General Scott
for the security of the “frontier.

A letter has this day been reccived from General Scott, by which it appears
that he has lost po time in making a proper dlsposltmn of his force, with a
view to the defence of the country, until the state of the season may render
it proper again to order the regular troops to take the field.

I have directed the Quartermaster Gieneral’s Department to instruct Cap-
tain Shannon to pay any expenditures which may be incurred by yon in
protecting the settlements.  You are at liberty to authorize the construction
of blockhouses at such points as you may deem proper, where a small force
may be stationed, and to which the inhabitants may resort for safety.

Captain Shannon will not ouly procure such supplics as are required, and
which property belong to the quartermaster’s department, but all such as
relate to the subsistence. Tmimediate arrangements will also he made for the
payment, from time to time, of the men thus called out.

Very respeetfully, your most obedicent servant,
LEWIS CASS.

His Excellency R. K. Cauwr,

Governor of Llorida, Tallahassee.

War DerartmesT, May 23, 1836.

Siwr: The law for raising volunteers has passed Congress, but has not yet
been presented to the President for his approval. It will be signed by him
without delay, and T will transmit you a copy the moment it can be printed.
The trwneml features remain unaltered, except in the appointinent of the
officers ; these, in all cases, will be appomtcd agreeably to the laws of the
State or T erritory where the volunteers are raised. 1 trust you are losing
no time in endeavoring to engage volunteers, so as to have them legally or-
ganized on the receipt ‘of the law.  Further instructions will be given with
respect to their employment during the summer season, as svon after the
law is signed as these can be pwpared

No delay has taken place here in considering every suggestion made by
you, and in answering your various letters. The defence of the T erritory
is an object of deep interest with the Government.  Major General Jesup
has proceeded to tuke the direction of the measures necessary for the reduc-
tion of the Creek Indians.  He has been instructed at the commencement of
his operations to station a force at the southern point of the Creek country,
so as to cut off all communication between the Seminole and Creck In-
dians; and, also, immediately to remove the whole of the Creek Indians
from that part of the country, preparatory to their general emigration. 1t
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is hoped that this movement will prevent any co.operation hetween the hos-
tile parties of these tribes. Without the adoption of such a plan, the meas-
ures in Alabama might drive the Creek Indians into Florida.

Very respectiully, your most obedient servant,

LEWIS CASS.
His Excellency R. K. Cani,
Governor of Florida, Talluhassee, Fu.

['Tins honld have inmediaiely follewed detter o May 225, 1836, 1o Governor Call, (page 3,) in
whieh it was enelosed |

War Devanraesrt, May 25, 1836,

Str: Should Major General Scott Jeave, or have left Florida, you will
please to asstime the command of the regular force, and of the volunteers
and milita. who may he cailed into the service of the United States in
that "Perritory, 'I'he great objects are, to protect our settlements, and to
reduce the Indians to submission. | enclose you copies of such comnmnuni-
cations o General Scott and Governor Caull as appear to be necessary for
you to understand the views of the Government on this subject. It is Gov-
crnor Call's opinion that a successful campaign may be carried on against
the Indians during the present season of the year. I enclose you a copy of
his ictter expressing that sentiment. ‘T'his, also, is the impression of the Pres-
ident; and ©have, therefore, to beg of you, if you cousider the scheme prac-
ticable, to organize an expedition, and to commenee and coutinue ofiensive
operations azainst the Semnnoles until they are reduced.  How far it may be
proper to bring the troops into the ficld at this time, I cannot definitively
Judge. The cimate is said to be dangerous 1 and, if so, the health of the men
should not be unnecessarily exposed.  Still, the country must be defended ;
and the whole matter wust be left 1o your diseretion, on a view of all the
circumstatices.

Under an act of Congress, which was approved yesterday by the Presi-
dent, Governor €all has been requested to raise 1,000 volunteers—one-half
of them mounnted, and one-half infantry; these will e subject to your or-.
ders, to he employed wherever circumstances may require.  And 1 have to
urge upon you to canse them to he so stationed as to secure the most effi-
clent protection,  So long as the Indians are allowed to strike a stroke with-
out bemy pursued, their depredations and murders will continue.  Block-
houses should be constructed, and the volunteers stationed at every proper
position ; and these should be in readiness to follow the Indians whenever
they make their appearance. 100t is in your power to carry on offensive
operations azainst the Jndians, it is very important you should do so.

I enclose a copy of my letter of this date to the Secretary of the Navy, by
which you will see the arrangements which are in progress for the co-ope-
Tation of the secamen.

Major General Jesup has also been instructed, the moment the state of
aflairs in the Creek country will permit, to turn his attention to Jlorida,
and to move into that "Territory with whatever force he may deem neces-
sary. | enelose an extract of a letter written to him yesterday, which will
show you the views entertained here of the necessity of his intercepting the
communication between the Seminole and Creek Indians.
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A call has heen made upon the Governor of Tennessee for 2,500 volun-
teers ; oue brigade of these, which will consist of two or three regiments,
and contain probably about 1,200 or 1,500 men, (depending on the organ-
ization,) will be called immediately into the service of the United States,
The commanding officer will proceed, as soon as they are raised, into the
Creck country, and report himself to Major General Jesup.,  General Jesup
has been instructed to detach the whole, or a portion of them, immediately
into Ilorida, should circumstances require that measure, The circum-
stances which will govern him will be the success attending the call for
volunteers by Governor Call, and the state of affuirs in Florida. If the
whole number of volunteers assigned to Florida can be raised, and shall be
fouud to coustitute as numerous a force of this description as can be usefully
empleyed during the summer, then General Jesup will not order any of
these troops into Florida; otherwise, he will do it. 1 will thank you in-
mediately to communicate with General Jesup, and keep him advised of the
state of alluirs, that he may be able to stop the Tennessee troops on their
march should they not be wanted, or to order them to your assistance shonld
they be required. It may be, that the result of his own operations in the
Creek country may be such as to allow him to detach for Florida a portion
of his command, without waiting the arrival of the 'T'ennessee troops.

Very respectfully, your most obedient servant,
LEWIS CASS.

General D, L. Crinen,

Lort Drane, Florida.

{ This should have fullowed letter of June 20, 1936, (page 6,) to Governor Call, in which it was
enclosed.]

War DerarrtMeENT, June 20, 1836.

Siw: I presume Major General Jesup commuunicated to you a copy of
my letter of the 23th uitimo. Lest, however, he should not have done this,
a copy of it is herewith enclosed. By a letter just received from Governor
Cannon, it appears that the eastern brigade of mounted men will rendezvous
at Fayetteville on the Ist.July. They will be armed and equipped from
the State arsenal, and will proceed, I presume, without delay, to report
themselves to you.

Brigadier General Clinch has resigned his commission in the army, and,
by direction of the President, the command of the regular forces and militia
serving in Ilorida has heen assigned to Governor Call. It was hoped that
a body of volunteers, under the recent act of Congress, might have been
raised in that Territory ; and Governor Call was requested to raise a
brigade, amounting to one thousand men. I am apprehensive, however,
by information received from him, that he will not be able to raise this
force. In that event, it will be absolutely necessary that some other aid
should be afforded for the defence of I'lorida; and as it appears, in your
letter of the 12th instant to the Adjutant General, that there is no prob-
ability that any portion of the Georgia or Alabawna troops will consent to
serve in Florida, resort must be had to the West Tennessee brigade. You
will please to direct at least one thousand of them to proceed without delay,
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and report themselves to Governor Call.  If necessary, you will causc
them to be met on the road with this information, in order that they may
be able to ke the nearest route to their destination, 1 will thank you
to communicate freely with Governor Call on the subject of your own
operations and s, Should vou find, however, by communicating with
Governor Cally that he has suceceded in raising such a force as he deems
adeguate to the defence of the Territory, you will then stop the West
T'ennessee troops, and employ them as you deem proper, or cause them to
be discharged. -

I have to request that one or more of the stenmboats authorized to be
employed may be placed under the direction of Governor Call, so as to ply
in the waters of Florida, il you can spare them. 1 presume that, as soon
as those expected from New Orleans arrive, you will be able to detach
some of them to his aid.

Very respectfully, your most obedient servant,
LEWIS CASS.

Major General WinrFruLn Scorr,

Fort Mitchell, Alabama.

['This should have followed letter of July 11, 1536, to Governor Call, (page 7,) in which it 15
referred o]

War DevarrmestT, July 11, 1836.
Sir: It has been suggested that a few Creck warriors might be useful
to Governor Call, and might be willing to be employed in the contemplated
expedition against the Seminole Indians.  You will please to correspond
with Governor Call on this subjeet, and, if he should desire it, 1 will thank
yon to raise a small corps of this description, not exceeding two or three
hundred, and send them to Florida. They may be paid and organized as
volunteers, but should be placed under the command of some white man
well acquainted with them, and who has their confidence. It is presumed
that enough of young men would be willing to go, without requiring their
families to be retained in Alabama until their return.  This measure of
retaining Indian families ought to be avoided, as the immediate removal
of the Indians seems to be indispensably necessary.
Very respectfully, your most obedient servant,
LEWIS CASS.
Major General Tuonas S. Jrsur, :
Fort Mitchell, Alabama.

[This should have followed the letter of February 20, 1837, to Governor Call, in which it is
referred lo, page 21.]

‘ QUARTERMASTER GENERAL’S OFFICE,
Washington City, January 27, 1837.

Sir : I submit, herewith, a report from Lieutcnant L’Engle, assistant
quartermaster at Charleston, in reply to the complaint preferred ugainst
him by Governor Call, in his letter to you of the 20th ultimo, for an alleged
failure to comply with a requisition for supplies for the Florida campaign.
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The statenient marked A exhibits the supply of forage sent from
Charleston, under Governor Call’s requisition, with the dates of the several
shipments.

The statement marked B exhibits the supply of subsistence stores for-
warded under that requisition.

And the statements marked C and D are exhibits of the supplies sent to
Florida, under other requisitions, between the 16th of September and the
12th of November.

It will he seen, from documents Nos, 5 and 7, that, so far from the requi-
sition being treated contemptuously, as Governor Call erroneously supposes,
Licutenant 1.’Engle took measures, immediately on the reception of it, on
the 10th of September, to furnish the supplies called for, so far as they
could be obtained in Charleston, and reported such as were not to be had
there.

It was not accidental, as the Governor suggests, that the boats which he
required from Charleston were furnished from Savannah. It was the re-
sult of instructions sent from this oflice immediately on the receipt of in-
formation that those articles could not be procured in Charleston. (See
documents Nos. 7, 8, 9, and 10.)

Governor Call's requisition (document E) bears date the 3d of Septem-
ber, at T'allahassee. It announced his intention of opening the campaign
about the 20th of that month, and stated that supplies would “ be required
in the neighborhood of Volusia in a short time.” It was received at
Charleston on the 10th of September, thus leaving but little time to provide
and forward to their remote destination the large quantities of forage and
subsistence called for.

The shipments commenced ou the 17th of September, and between that
date and the 30th of the same month five vessels had been loaded and des-
patched for Florida. ‘The campaign did not open so soon as was contem-
plated. T'he army crossed the Suwanee on the 28th of September, eleven
days after the shipments commenced from Charleston, and, from document
No. 11, it would seem that the supplies arrived in good season.

Owing to the wreck of the stenmer Izard, and the consequent failure of
the depot counted upon at the falls of the Withlacoochie, the Tennessee
brigade fell back on Garey’s Ferry on the 21st of October. At that date,
it would appear, from Lientenant Clark’s report, that ample supplies were
then floating on Lake George, awaiting the appointed arrival of the troops
at Volusia. Under date of the 12th of October, he advises that ¢ two
steamboalts, each having in tow a schooner, and all loaded with subsistence
stores and forage, were to leave Picolata yesterday, for Lake George, with
instructions to remain at the head of the lake until the troops shall arrive
at Volusia ; then to proceed to that place.” :

It is clear that Governor Call labors under some mistake in regard to the
supplies forwarded from Charleston; and I am quite sure,on becoming ac-
quainted with the facts in the case, he will take pleasure in doing justice to
Lieutenant L’Engle. That officer was acting in the two-fold capacity of
quartermaster and commissary of subsistence, at Charleston, and has per-
formed heavy duties in connexion with the several campaigns in Florida.

1 have the honor to be, sir, your obedient servant,
T. CROSS,
Major, acting Quartermaster Geeneral.
Hon. B. F. BuTLER,
Secretary of War (ad interim) Washington,
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[Thix should have followed letier of May 17, 1837, 10 Governor Call, (page 22,) in which it 13
referted w.]

War Devarryexr, May 17,1837,

Sir: I have to request that you will instruct the officers of the subsist-
ence department in Florida to continue, till the 1st of October next, the
issue of ratious to such of the suffering inhabitants of that Territory as way,
in their opinion, and in that of the commanding ollicers of the different
posts, be fit objects of the bounty of the Governient.

Very respectfully, your obedient servaut,
J. R. POINSETT.

To Major General T. S. Jesue,

Tumpa Buy, Florida.

[ This should have followed letier off May €6, 1837, to Governor Call, (page 22,) in which it is
referred 10.]

QUARTERMASTER GENERAL'S OFFICE,
Washington, May 24, 1537.

Sin: The letter of his excellency Governor Call relative to the cloim of
E. J. Wood, for the charter of thie stcamer Minerva, referred to me from the
War Department for a report, is herewith returned ; and I avail myself of
the occasion to submit the case for your consideration.

When this clauim was first prescuted at this office, it was subject to two
objections:

T'he first was, the want of proper evidence of the service of the boat—the
certificate of the claimant himself (who appeared to be acting in the two-
fold capacity of owner, and ut the same time assistant quarterimaster of the
Territorial militia) being all that was offered to sustain it, This objection
has subsequently been obviated, by the production of satisfactory evidence
of service from Governor Call ; and the claim might now be paid, but for its
conuexion with another transaction, which constituted the second objection
to it. I refer to the seizure, by E. J. Wood, of the public steamer Lieu-
tenant Izard, and the attempt, on his part, to libel her for salvage:

Believing that the seizure of a public vessel, under the circumstances
attending the case, was a most unauthorized procedure, I sugzested to your
predecessor the justice of making the payment of Mr. Woud’s claim for the
charter of the Minerva dependent upon the unconditional surrender of the
steamer Izard. Mr. Butler, desiring further information on the subject,
made no decision on the claim ; and I now repeat that suggestion to you.

"T'he papers contained in the enclosed letter from the Solicitor of the
Treasury, will put you in possession of the facts connected with the trans-
action, as alleged on both sides, and enable you to judge of its merits.

It will be seen from the letter of the claimant's counsel, that, reserving
the claim for salvage for the action of .Congress, he is willing to surrender
the Izard on the amount expended for repairs made on her being reimburs-
ed ; and on this point he suggests an arbitration.

I cannot recommend a concurrence in this suggestion. The United
States would, no doubt, have been put to some expense for repairs,if the
public agents had not been prevented from raising and securing the boat
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by the unauthorized seizure of her by Mr. Wood. But, without knowing
the nature and extent, as well as the cost, of the repairs which he has thought
fit to bestow upon her, I do not think the public ought to assume them, nor
commit itself at all in regard to their reimbursement. Besides, this boat has
now been withheld from the United States near six months, and in the claim.
ant’s possession. She has hardly been kept all that time inactive; the
claimant may reasonably be supposed to have derived some profit from her
operations.  Be that as it may, however, she has been withheld from the
public service ; and, as the seizure was unauthorized in the first instance,
her detention must be illegal ; and Mr. Wood is, therefore, in my humble
opinion, justly liable to the United States for all the damages they may
have sustained by this unauthorized detention of their property ; and it is
worthy of consideration whether this liability should not be taken in view
in adjusting his claim for the charter of the Minerva.
1 have the honor to be, sir, your obedient servant,
T. CROSS,
Mujor, acting Quartermaster General.
Hon. J. R. PoinseTT,
Secretary of War, Washingten Cily.

[This should have followed letter of August 4, 1837, to Governor Call, (page 22,) in whick it
is referred to.}

War DeparTMENT, August 3,1837.

Sir: The attention of the department has been called to the subject of
the aid afforded by Government to the suffering inhabitants of Florida, by
a late letter received by the Quartermaster General, from Lieutenant Vinton,
informing him that another steamboat has been employed to transport sub-
sistence, on the requisition of Governor Call, who alleges that the one now
on that service (the Izard) is not sufficient to supply the suffering inhabit-
ants assembled at St. Mark’s. You were informed, by a letter of the 17th
May, that the President had resolved to continue the distribution of rations
to the inhabitants who were unable to maintain themselves, until the 1st of
October next; and by that intimation it was intended to convey his inten-
tion that these supplies should cease at that time. 'The object of Congress
would appear to have been to succor the immediate wants of a people
who had been suddenly driven from their homes, and deprived of the
means of supporting themselves—not to continue, during the whole war, to
maintain them gratuitously; thereby withdrawing all motive for exertion on
the part of those who might otherwise find meaus to maintain themselves,
Cases may present themselves of the aged and infirm, the widow and the
orphan, wherein you may be called upon to exercise a sound discretion, as
you are hereby authorized to do; but, on the 1st of October, the present
system of dealing out rations to the suffering inhabitants of Florida, gene-
rally, as now practised, must cease ; and as early notice as possible ought
to be given of this determination of the President.

That none may suffer under this decision, you will give employment to
those who are in want of it; and it is supposed that the various branches
of the service, especially the establishment of stores, posts, and good com-
munications throughout the country, will enable you to doso. Apart from
the pernicious moral influence of an indefinite continuance of such a
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system, the success of the campaign will be jeoparded by it. If the steamn-
boats and wagon-truin, and other transpoitation intended for the service of
the army, nmay be calied off at any time from their legitimate and neces-
sary uses to convey these supplies, the cdmmanding general cannot be
certain of receiving, with puncinality and Hespateh, those intended for the
troops. And if the subsistence intended for the army is to be consun.ed
irregulurly by requisitions from oflicers whose duty it has been to obtain
the rations heretolore distribnted to the inhabitants, the commissary’s depart-
ment cannot answer for the result. The supply must, either way, far
exceed the regular demand, which is attended, us experience proves, with
great waste of the public stores; or there may be a deficiency of supplies
for the troops, to the utter destruction of the best combined operations,
Even those rations which, in the use of a sound discretion, yon may find
it absolutely necessary to distribute, onght to be taken from other resources
than those intended for the use of the army, and transported by other
means than those at the disposition of the quartermaster’s department for
the transportation of the baggage and stores of the army.

You will, therefore, canse all such persons to be assembled in the neigh-
borhood of Jacksonville, ou the 8t. Joht’s, and at Tampa Bay, or Charlotte
harbor—poiits which can be approached by sailing vessels; and, en infor-
mation bemg received here of the number soto he supplied, measures will
be taken, before the conrencement of active operations, to detach this
service {rom the army altogether, and employ agents to attend to it.

Very respectfully, &c.,
J. R. POINSETT.

Major General T. S. Jesup,

Gurey's Ferry, Florida.

[This should have fullowed letter of October 13, 1837, to Governor Call, (p. 23,) in which it is
referred to.)

PavymasTer GENeraL’s OFFIcCE,
Waushington, October 12, 1837,

Sir : 1 have the honor to return Governor Call’s letter to you of the 26th
ultimo, referred to me to “report the force employed, and by what author-
ity,” the payient of which forms the subject of the Governor's letter.

I am unable to furnish the information, as no returns or rolls of the force
alluded to have heen obtained by this department, although earnestly called
for. Inone of Governor Cull’s letters to me, he says there are eight or ten
companies that remain to be puid ; this, with Paymaster Forsyth’s letter, (a
copy of which is herewith enclosed,) is all the information I have on the
. gubject. :

It would appear, from the Governor’s letter, that he had been in corres.
poudence with me for the last six months, urging the payment of those
troops, without haviug produced a corresponding effort on my part to have -
it effected. You will perceive by the enclosed, that Paymaster Forsyth
was sent to Talluhassee for the express purpose of sétiling the claims the
Governor mentions, and {that the Governor himself advised him to leave

- that place before he had done so, to procure better funds. You are aware, sir,
that at the time the paymaster was here, it was not in the power of the de-
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partiment to obtain better funds from the Treasury. You will also perceive
that it was his opinion that most of the claims required to be audited before
they could be paid. — Under such cireamstances, 1 ordered Major Forsyth to
Detroit to relieve Paymaster Larned, who is now on his way to Florida;
and informed Governor Call that, as soon as a paymaster could be obtained,
he would be seut to 'I'allahassee.  In the mean time I urged him to have
the companies mmstered, (which had never been done,) and a roll of cach
company sent to this place.  This has not yet been done, and it is probable
Paymaster Mapes, who has been assigned to the duty, and is now on his
way 1o 1'allahassee, will have to wait until the muster is made, the rolls
transmitted to this place, and returned, before he can act.
Respectfully, your obedient servant,
N. TOWSON,
Paymaster General.
Hon. J. R. PoinserT,
ecretary of War.

[This should have followed the letter of December 30, 1837, to Governor Call, (page 24,) in
L which it is reterred to ]

Paymasrer General’s Ofrice,
Decenber 28, 1837.

Sir: T have the honor, herewith, to return Governor Call’s letter of the
11th iustant, referred to me with the following endorsement: “'T'he Seere-
tary desires to know whether Governor Call reported the number of men in
service, and the reason of the call.  The Adjutaut General’s otlice may be
able to furnish evidence of this.”

Tt will be seen by the endorseient of the Adjutant General on the Gov-

*ernor’s letter, that there is no information on the subject in his otfice,

‘I'he Governor states, in his letter to you of the 27th, (supposced October,)
1837, herewith enclosed, the ohject for which the troops were called ont, and
thatit was upon his own authority, which he thinks sutficient to authorize the
pavment, and says: « Hitherto, I know it has not been necessary to send
the muster-rolls to the Paymaster General before the troops were paid. 1
speak with confidence on the subject, because I know it has not been the
practice.

“The troops that entered the service last winter, both in East and Mid-
dle Florida, were ordered out by me. In the east they have been promptly
paid ; while in the middle district, with the exception of Myrick’s and Evans’s
companies, none have been paid for more than twelve menths.”

1 have no kuowledge of any troops serving under precisely the same cir-
cumstances, that have been paid, except those provided for by the second
section of the act of May 238, 1836, of which a priuted copy is enclosed.

I'his act, it will he seen, was retrospective, aud, therefore, caunot apply
to such as were subsequently called into service. Paymasters are not au-
thorized to pay troops unless duly called out, or the service subsequently
sanctioned by authority from the Secretary of War, or general commanding
the United States troops in the field.

I do not find the number of volunteers stated in any of the Governor’s
letters ; but Paymaster Mapes has sent e an estimate, which, he says, is
founded on duta furnished by Governor Call, from which it appears there
arc 1 colonel, 2 majors, 4 quartermasters, 3 surgeons, a non commissioned
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staff; (number not stated,) and 27 companies ; also, 250 men now in service,
not included in the 27 companies, making an aggregate of 1,657 ; the
greater part, he says, are mounted, and that it will require $118,522 58 to
pay them. '

I am, sir, very respectfully, your most obedient servant,

N. TOWSON, Paymaster General.
Hon. J. R. PornseTT,
Secretary of War.

[Enclosed in the preceding. )

AN ACT to provide for the payment of expenses incurred and supplies furnished on account
uf the milttia received inlo the service of the United States for the defence of Florida.

De it enacted by the Senate and Louse of Representatives of the United
States of America in Congress assembled, That the Sceretary of War be,
and he is hereby, directed to cause to be paid the expenses that have been
incurred, and the supplies that have been furnished, in the States of South
Caroling, Georgia, Alabama, Louisiana, and the Territory af Florida, on ac-
count of the militia received into the service of the United States for the
defence of lorida: Provided, 'That the accounts for these claims shall be
examined and audited at the "Treasury, as in other cases.

Sec. 2. Adud be it further cnacted, "I'hat the Secretary ol War be author-
ized to canse the militia called out to defend Ilast Florida, by Generals
Clinch and Herwandez, or by the Governor of Middle and West Ilorida,
and such other militia and volunteers as have been received and mustered
into the service of the Uunited States and regularly discharged, to be paid in
like manner with the volunteers and miilitia ordered into service under or-
ders froin the War Department. -

JAMES K. POLK,

Speaker of the House of Representatives.
M. YAN BUREN,
Vice President U. S. and President of the Senate.

Approved : May 28, 18306.
. ANDREW JACKSON.

[Thé five folluwing “ocuments should have fullowed letter of June 9, 1838, to Guovernor Call,
page 26.]

War Department, March 1, 1839.

Sir: I have the honor to enclose a copy of my communication of
yesterday to General Taylor, requesting him to authorize your excellency
to call into service a militia force of not exceeding 300 men, in the event of
emergency.

Should your excellency not have heard from General Taylor on the sub-
ject previous to the receipt of this communication, you will be pleased to
consider it as sufficient authority for making the call, if it shall be advisa-
ble to do so.

Very respectfully, your most obedient servant,
J. R¢ POINSETT.

His Excellency R. K. CarLr,

Governor of Florida, Tallahassee; Fa.
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fEnclosurc in the preceding letter of March 1, 1839.]

WaRr DeparrmenT, February 28, 1839.

Sir: Information has been received, through the honorable C. Downing,
in a letter addressed to him by Governor Call, that several murders have
recently becn committed in the neighborhood of Tallahassee by parties of
hostile Indians, With a view, therefore, to afford protection to the inhabit-
ants of that part of the Territory, I have to request that you will give au-
thority to his excellency, wi never the emergency arises, to call into ser-
vice an effective mijitia forec, aot to exceed 300 men ; and that you will fur-
nish him with t-:0 nccessary staff officers for mustering said militia into
service, and provil:ng the nceessary supplies,

Verv respectfully, &c.,
J. R. POINSETT,
Secretary of War.

Brevet Brigadier General Z. T'avLOR,

Comnanding army of the South, Fort Brooke, Florida.

War DerarTMENT, August 24, 1839.
Sir: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your excellency’s
letter of the 5th instant, enclosing a copy of your correspondence with Col-
onel Davenport, on the subjert of his refusal to furnish supplies for troops
called out by you, which will he submitted to the Secretary of War, who is
absent from the city at this time.
Very respectfully, your most obedient servant,
S. COOPER,
Acting Secretary of War.
His Excellency R. K. CavLr,
Governor of Florida, Tullahassee.

War DeparTMENT, August 30, 1839.

Sir: Ienclose, for your information, an extract from instructions this
day issued to General Taylor, authorizing the raising of a militia, force, not
to exceed three hundred men, to be placed under your control, and whose
operations you are authorized to direct.

Very respectfully, your most obedient servant,
S. COOPER,
Acting Secretary of War.
His Excellency R. K. CaLr,
Governor of Florida, Talluhussee.

[Enclosure in preceding letter of August 30, 1839.]

War DeparTMENT, August 30, 1839.

Sir: I have been directed by the Secretary of War to request that you
will, without delay, authorize the Governor of Florida to raise a militia
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force, not to exceed three hundred men, which must be mustered into the
service of the United States, and organized according to the laws and regu-
lations. This force must be furnished with suitable staff officers from the
regular treops, for the purpose of providing it with the necessary supplies
of subsistence, transportation, &c. It will be placed under the orders of
the Governor, who will be authorized to direct its operations.

You are requested to state, for the information of the Sccretary of War,
what amount of militia force can, in your opinion, be raised within the
Territory of Florida, and be relied on for active and efficient service.

A copy of these instructions has been transmitted to Governor Call.

- S. COOPER,
Acting Secretary of War.
Brig. Gen. Z. TayLoR,
Tampa Bay, Florida.

[This shonld have followed the letter of September 18, 1836, to the ecretary of War, (page 77.)

TALLARASSEE, Seplember 19, 1836.

Sir: The death of Captain Shannon has left me without a quartermas.
ter, and without funds to make the necessary preparations for the approach-
ing campaign. The Union Bank of Florida, with great liberality, has ad-
vanced the amount required ; and I have this day drawn on you, in favor
of John G. Gamble, president of that institution, for thirty thousand dol-
lars, whicli 1 hope you will duly honor.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, .
R. K. CALL,

Governor of Florida.
Hon. LEwis Cass,
Secretary of War,



