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MESSAGE
FROM TIIl

PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES,
W hAlUl'.M:NI 'rING',

4n complihance wit/h cl resolution. e/ the &'1('ct, (YJ)iQS of tin? corrcv)()72dence
between thie 1r( DJepurtentl and Go(ernloiO (jail , concerning the var
in Florida.

MARCH 12, 1840.
Laid on the table, and ordered to be printed.

WA~SiI NG'roN, March 11, 1840.
Sia: In compliance with the resolution of the Senate, dated the 4th of

February, 1840, I have the honor to transmit, herewith, copies of the
correspondence between the Department of War and Governor Call, con-
cerning the war in Florida.

Yrery respectfully, your most obedient servant,
M. VAN BUREN.

1ion. R. M. JOHNSON,
President of the Senate.

WAR DEPARTMENT, March 11, 1840.
Sii: In obedience to your direction, I have the honor to transmit,

herewith, copies of the correspondence between the Department of War
and Governor Call, concerning the war in Florida, as called for by the
resolution of the Senate, dated the 4th February, 1840.

Very respectfully, your most obedient servant,
J. R. POINSETTP.

'1'o the PRESIDENT of the United States.

WAR DEPARTMENT, May 25, 1836.
SIf: I enclose, for your information, the copy of a letter this day ad-

dressed to General Clinch. Should General Scott leave, or have left the
Territory, and should General Clinch not continue in service, you are
then authorized to assume the command of the regular forces and militia
serving in Florida, and to employ the same in the best manner for the
defence of the country and the speedy subjugation of the Indians.
Blair & Rives, priters.



I acknowledged, some time since, the receipt of your letter proposing a.
summer campaign for the reduction of the Indians. In the event of the
command devolving upon you, under the circumstances above stated, you
are authorized to organize au expedition for this purpose. You wvill please,
however, to advert to the considerations-stated in the letter to General
Clinch, wvith respect to the service of the troops, and the dangers of the
climate ; anmd you must form your judgment on a view of the whole cir-
cumstances. In these suggrestions the President fully coiicurs ; and itig
his desire that the operations should be condLuctCd as vigorously as possible,
1 enclose, herewith, a copy of two acts of Congress: one entitled " Aln act
to provide for the payincit of volunteers and militia corps in the service
of the United States ;" and the other " authorizincg the President of the
United States to accept the services of volunteers, and to raise an addi.
tional regiinent of dragoons, or mounted riflermcen.' I am instructed by the
President to request that you will cause to he raised in the Territoryof
Florida 1 ,(0()0 volunteers, to be called immediately into the service of the
United States. T'hie act of (Congress provides that the officers shall be
appointed a~grecably to the laws of the State or Territory where they are
raised. WhienI corps already organized tender their services, they will be
accepted wvith their present organization. When this is not the case, and
the men are to be enoafled individually, they will, in the first instance, be
arranged into companies, and then into battalions, regiments, and a brigade,
When existingl corps do not tender their services, the basis of the organize.
lion will be the present militia laws of the United States. These are the
acts of Congress of Maly 8, 1792; of January 2, 1795; of March 2, 1803;
of April I, 1814; and of April 20, 1816. An abstract accompanies this
letter, showing the mode of organization), and the number aud rank of-the
officers. You will conform your arrangements to the principles of these
laws, as herein explained. Taking into view the acts of Congress of May
8, 1792. in the third section of which the organization is limited to where
the same may be convenient, and also the fourth section of the act of the
24th May, 1836, a discretionary power appears to be vested in the Pre-
sident on the subject of organization generally. It must, therefore, be
controlled by the number of men, and by other circumstances. You will
organize your companies so as to contain fifty privates each. The officers,
non-conninissioned officers, and musicians, will be regulated by the above
acts of Congress. You will organize the companies immediately into bat-
talions, placing five companiesie each battalion. These battalions will
formn two regiments, and one brigade. Should circumstances not enable
you to raise the whole number specified, youi must organize those who
mlay volunteer upon those principles.

It is scarcely necessary that I should urge upon you the most prompt
action upon this subject. Orders will be issued to Captain Shannon to,
neuster the men into service as fast as the companies are formed. You
will immediately employ them in the defence of the country until General
Scott or General Clinch shahl make permanent arrangements for their
service. The necessary orders will be given to the Quartermaster's, Sub-
sistence, and Pay Departments, to provide the funds for any disbursements
that may be required, as fast as necessary. Authority having already been
given to you for procuring arms and ammunition, it is not necessary again
to renew the order. Instructions will also be given for issuing the neces-
sary camp equipage.
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It is proper to observe, that the provision in the second section of the act
of May 21, 1836, " which allows to volunteers a commutation for clothing
when called into actual service," must be construed to give them a claim for
such commutation front that time, which will be paid to them at the same
time, and in the same manner, as they receive their monthly pay. No other
construction can be given to the law, as it is impossible to tell, until the end
of the service, the whiole amount of commutation which may be due to a
volunteer. Tche pay of these volunteers vill not commence until they are
called into service, and they have reached the place of rendezvous; and
they will, in all cases, be engaged to serve f6r twvelve months thereafter, un-
less sooner discharged.

MNly letter to General Clinch will have advised you of the arrangements
with respect to the Tennessee volunteers. I beg, in addition, that you would
keep up a constant communication with General Jesup, that he miiay be able
to take his ulterior measures with a fill knowledge of existing circutm-
stances.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
LEWIS CASS.

His Excellency R. K. CALL,
Governor fJ Florida, Tallahassee.

WAR DEPARTMENT, May 26. 1636.
SIR: If General Jesup, in the course of the campainri, shall move into

Florida, and General Scott shall be absent, he will, of course, be entitled to,
and will assume the command of the military operations in that quarter.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
LlEWIS CASS.

His Excellency R. K. CALL,
Governor of Florida, Tallahassee.

WAn DEPARTMENT, June 1, 1836.
SIR: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letters of May

16th and 18th, both of' which arrived yesterday.
Upon referring to the communications addressed to you on the 25th ul-

tiino, you will perceive that the arrangements there made for the campaign
in Florida render unnecessary, at this time, any measures of this depart-
ment in relation to the subject of your letter.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
C. A. HARRIS,

Acting Secretary of War.
His Excellency R. K. CALL,

Governor of Florida, Tallahassee.

WAR DEPARTMENT, June 8, 1S36.
SIR: Your letter of the 24th ultimo has this moment been received.
Having in my previous letters communicated to you the arrangements

which it had been thought best to adopt for the defence of Florida, it is not
necessary that I should again advert to the subject generally. General
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Scott lias left the Territory, anid this (lepartntelit is not yet it (brined whether
GeneralI Clinlieh will resti lrie iis milita ry duities. I 1understanird that hlcis
probnSly s,(Guonria- and diiplicate coniunin cautions have been
scnt to tiln, one of which thr ostnrmster at Tllcevi elltxv!as re(qIested to
for va rd I( liI bi vIx;r ol. S. (11o I11 ire recoil t of tl~is leti cr, vo nsilduet
have ascertained Iris dtttirjatirn. I would tir1aik yoU to CoifltftillniCate
Nvitli linl, and iriquiro wvhlethrr li iiitetnds to cMtilIunt it, IIIe .ciwice-. This
yon will lease do wiitotrI delay,til d bl"ati ex press, wviloscxepieris.es will be
paid Iby tIe dq-particint; ;aid if, oiii tire receip)t off Jris aliswe,i vor find that
lie does ii01 esl-,ect to resu inc tire coflr tutu d in 1'.lodrr;, yoti will at once
talke 1ii p0'ollu 'self tire c tnltlatiid of' all thle rel(tilar roops, volkiniiteersand
mniliti a, w ho inm he cinplJ ome(l there aii(t lise your inst einrdeavors for lie
del'iece of tIhe counitrv, tilidel ntisir'etiotts lherictofore givell. It seems
to inc that your sltLre_!C~tim)ns are very ilst ; tuit, at Utis dist ance, and with
the imnrpe rfect kllow le(re we rave of' tre topography of tlhe country, it is
Hip)ossi ble (o speak NVilIt;Iaty certaiity upon thJe sublject. The instructions
of G('ileral JCsiips, at copy of which wIas Iratisnritted to yLou, Wvill have shown
votu that the del)prtnrenit wias nilly aware of' tire iporltartalice of preventitig
all comrilmlinical ioj between tilre reeks a rid Seminoles, and therefore in.
stritelcd General .lesil), 1rrt`ol1r the first mneastires, to station a force onl the
soultliern part of tire Creek (co11ntry witl that view..

I errelose. for von r inforimatiol, a CoPy of tire order issued from tire Ad.
jintant General's office, autiioriziowr you to assumne the comminjand iii Florida,
in tire event of tire absence of General Scott and General Clinich.

1'ery respectfully, you r obe-dintc servant.
LEWIS CASS.

His EXCcellencyV 11. h.AL,
(;O7v6rn 0' of iP'loridu, 7 (dll/aassee.

WAit DrIPARTMI:ENT, June1 18, 1836.
Slt: I have but ; moment to inform youl that General Clinch has re.

need [lie tender of his resignatiol , which has been accepted. I presume
you have ascertained this iact ere uris, aid that you are already in the com-
niand of the troops iti Plorida. If not, you will please to assume the com-
iiatid vithrout delav.

Governor Cannon is proceeding to raise the volunteers which have been
asked frorn ttre State of rITenmessee. The number assigned to West Ten-
nessee is from twelve to fifteen hundred, wVho are all to be mounted. They
are to rendezvous at Fayetteville onl the 1st of July. Directions will be
immediately given for themt to proceed to Tallahassee, and to place them-
selves under your command. I will write to you again in the beginning
of the week.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
LEWIS CASS.

His Excellency It. K. CALL,
Governor (of Florida, 7'allakassee.
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WAR DEPARTMENT, June 20,1836.
SIR: I addressed you a short letter on Satuirday, informing you that

General Clinch's resignation liad been accepted, aid renewing thle author-
ity for you to take command of the retrular troops and militia serviigr in
Florida. It is the expectation of the President that you %vill employ them
in the best manner ill the sulljUration of thle Indians, and the protection of
the country. Tphe proper operatiolns must be committed to your own dis.
cretin. The President is disposed to thinly well of the Ilati suggested by
you ; but there are also many circumstances which must have weiglit in
such a matter, that the proper measures call only be determined upon where
they are to be carried inito elrect. Among those, not the least important is
the climate. It is obvious that a very great risk of human lile, from its in-
salubrity. ought not to 1)e, unless thle State ofthie country absolutely requires
such an exposure. Opinions ution thle subject of carrying on a campaign
during the summer have been variant. You mutist exercise a sound discre-
tion upon thle whole matter.

I enclose a copy of a letter this day addressed to General Scott, by which
youi will see that orders have been given to him to send to your aid 1,000
of the wvest Tpelnnessee m1OLunte~d mnci, should you not succeed in raising the
volunteer .force aui-thorized by my letter of May 25th.
You will immediately comnmuiincate to General Scott your views upon

the matter, and likewise upon the Sub1ject of your operations generally, as
his movements and Viours mrny afl;ct each otlier.

I enclose, also, an extract of thle illstructions of January 21, given to Gen.
Scott, on the subject of the final disposition of the Semminole Indians. Should
you suicced in reducing them to stibmission, you will carry ilito effect the
measures directed ill that letter. 'Tlhe 'T'etnessee troops will be armryed, and

I presume that you have ere this procured a sufficient quantity of arms
or the use of stich of yourinilitia as, from time to tinmc, may lie called into
service. Colonel lBlofbrd wvill correspond With vOln on tlme subject of arms
and ammunition. General Towson lhis directed a paymaster to proceed
immediately to Tallahassee, who, I prestinime, will have reached there before
you receive this letter. lIle will piVy all the militia Lind volunteer rs wvhio have
been, or may be, in the service of th(e tUited States. G>enleral 'T'owsoll vill
communicate with you upon thiis sui bject. I understand that Claptain Shan-
non is at rTkallaltssue, xvith ful11 aulthoritV to Inake all )nyfilnenlts on account
of thle Quarterlmaster';;Is pa titmtet. Th'J e acting Qtiartertniaster General
wvill inform you of huis arrangrements. rThle C(olillissary General of Sub-
sistence will also comnmt-icate with you oil tlhe subject of' provisions; and
all requisitions which you mlay find it necessary to make upon the officers
of the various departrneiits, ill order to carry onl your operations, will be
promptly compiled with. All the necessary nmeans will be pI1lced at their
disposal. 'T'lle Surgeon General will, iii line maim ter, commu imicate with you.
You wvere, some tirric since, inlif'rmcd t inat arrangemernts were made for

tlhe employment of live steamboats, and for having a part of tlhse manned
by seanmen fromn the navy. Y'oul will perceive that, iln mv istiritctiois to
General Scott, I have rojpiested hilmr to allow oute or more of these boats to
ply ill Such pflaCeS aS VOu may direct. l would recounlend that you cor-
respond withitii utpoa this poilit, and also vithi tile, proper naval officer.
Should you, however, not receive the aid of these boats. and should require
them, you will procure themn elsewhere if practicable; anid should you find
boats of other descriptions necessary, you are at liberty to have them ptir-
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chased or constructed, and, indeed, to procure whatever else may be neces.
scary to your operations, and in accordance with thC usagtes of the service.

Very respectfully, your obcdient servarnt,
LEWIS CASS.

ils ExcellenCV R. K. CALL,
Governoor of Florida, Tallahassee.

IVAR DEI>PARTMIENT, June 25, 1836.
Sut: I enclose, for your information, copies and extracts of letters from

Major General Scott, in wvhichfhe makes his sugrgestions respecting the
preparations that will be necessary for conducting the caumpaigrnl against the
Seminole Ildians during the next anututnia. As you have recommended an
expedition against those Indians the present suminmer, and have received au-
thority and means to undertake it, it would not he proper for the department
at this time to direct auuy preliminary arrangements looking to operations
hereafter. As, however, an expedition of this nature must be necessarily
uncertain in its results, it is proper to refer the whole matter to you, the
command in Florida being vested iii vou. to cause such preparations to be
made for the suijugation of the Seminole lndians as the circumstances of
the country and the nature of the warfare may require. This subject is
therefore committed to your discretion ; anl should you find that a renewal
of operations vill h)e necessary hereafter, you will then please to proceed
to have all such arrangrernemits made as you may deem necessary to their
speedy anid suiceessflil issue. You will have before vou. the suggaestions of
General Scott, anrd, after considering thcrn, you will determine lUr yourself
what preparations inny be required, and take vour measures accordingly.
The various stalls officers will prociure such supplies as you may require;
and should articles be wanted which cannot be furnished in Plorida, ar-
ranwfemerits must he made for procuringr therm \'here they can) be got upon
the chest terins. In cases where the expenditures will he considerable, and
where supplies cati probably be obtained upon better terms in the Atlantic
cities, and transported to Plorida in season for your operations, you had bet-
ter correspond wirh the chief.s of the military bureaus at thuis place, and
request themn to have the articles procured and forwvarded. If steamboats are
purchased under the recent authoritV to employ theni upon the Gulf of
Mexico, land upon the rivers rinninr nito it, they can be used in the opera-
tions a!Titist the Semuinoles, as it is to lie presumed that the Creek diflicuil
ties will ie over before the autinun. lf hired only for the above purpose, the
contract z'ill lie continued, or they muist be purchased, at your discretion.
As to the establishment of posts, the collection of depots of provisions, the
means of' transportation, and the prcpa rations of all other articles and sup-
plies which inay be required for Itlese anticipated operations, yon will make
such arranreineents as von may dieuin proper, the moment you become salis-
fied thwalt he(! state of' things will require these arranigerneents. TFhe whole
subject is committed to you. If the Indians are lot subdiied previously, a
vigorow; effort muist be made to terminate these hostilities as soon as the
hleats of suirmumner are over; and they miust,under any circumstances, be puit
an elid tu.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
LENVIS CASS.

His EXCCllel1CV 1t. K. CALL,
(Governoi- of Florida, Tallahassee.
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WAR DEPARTMENT, July 11, 1836.

SiR: I enclose, for your information, the copy of a letter this day ad-
dressed to General Jesup; and have to request that you would communi-
cate your views to him on the subject.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
LEWIS CASS.

His Excellency R. K. CALL,
Governor of Floridq, Tallahasscc.

WAR DEPARTMENT, Ju1lyJ 19, 1836.
Si.: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the

'5th instant, communicating your plan of operations for the reduction of
the Seminoles.

In answer to your request that 250 or 300 seamen and marines may be
furnished from the squadron, I have to state that Cornmodbre Dallas has
received ample instructions and authority from the Navy Department to
comply with your requisitions. And as it is probable that the boats on the
Chattahoochee will not long he required there, I would suggest that you
communicate with General Jesup upon the subject of transferring them to
any point at which you think they will be of service.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
C. A. HARRIS,

Acting,- Secretary of War.
His Excellency R. K. CALL,

Governor of Flor-ida, Tallahassee.

'WAR DEi.PARTMENT, .7dly 20, 1836.
SIR: I beg leave, respectfully, to acknowledge the receipt of your letter

of the 7th instant.
I avail myself of this occasion to correct an error in the phraseology of

my letter of yesterday. Instead of saying that Commodore Dallas has
been instructed to comply with your requisitions, the remark should have
been, that lie had been instructed to co-operate with you. This correction
is necessary to prevent any misconception of the relations of that officer to
yourself.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
C. A. HIARRIS,

Acting secretaryy of Wzar.
His Excellency R. K. CALL,

Governor of Florida, Tallahiassee.

WAR DEPARTMENT, July 28, 1836.
SIr : 1 have-received vour letter of the 15th instant, with thie general'

order of General Scott, of July 2, directing the Tennessee volunteers to be
mustered into service for three months.
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I have the honor to state, in reply, that these troops were directed, in the
first instance, to be received for twelve months; but, [it the instance of
Governor Caution, they were mustered fbr six months. For a shorter termn
the law would not permit them to b)e accepted.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
C. A. HARRIS,

Acling ESecrctlary of War.
Mis Excellency It. K. CAIL.L,

Governor of "'lorida, ''Tallahassee.

WAR 1)EIPARTAIrENT, August 3, 1836.
SIR: I haive had the honor to receive your letter of the 21st tiltino, trans-

nitting Captain Lee's report of the action at Micanopy.
Your recommendation that brevets should be conferred upon this officer

and Lieutenants Hlumphreys andTllallcott will be laid before the President,
upoin his return to this city.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
C. A. HARRIS,

Acting secretary of Tar.
liis Excellency R. K.CALL,

Governor of Il'orida, i'aTla/hassee, P1a.

WAt 1)E]PARTAMENT, Augu(st 15, 1836.
Siii : I have the honor to acknowledge thle receipt of your letter of the

31st ultirflo, wvithi its icilostires.
Inl answer to thle latter part of your communication, I have the honor to

enclose you copies of mly letters to you, of .JullV 19 and 20, on the subject of'
your rc(Juiest for seamen to aid you in ani expedition up the Withlacoochie
river.

Very respectfully, your obedient servallt,
C. A. HARRIS,

-lActing Sccretary of WT~ar.
Hlis Exccllency R. 1K. C,.l,,

(vJecrn or (of 17'torida, Tallah assce.

AVAIn )I MMI).u1r1ENT1, August 25, 1S3(;.
Sin: I have had the honor to receive your letter of the 12th instant, with

its enclosures.
'T'llis department has no control over the revenue cutters. By law, the

-Presideint is authorized to transfer thlem frorn the Treasury to tile Navy
Department, wvlen the public interest re(uires that measLure. They will
remain, then, siib~ject to tire control of the Navy Department. As the cutters
which have been transferred have beeni regularly attached to thle naval
comnmnanid 1 feel unwilling to ask the Navy Department to detaclt them
therefrom, as such a step would seem to reflect upon the commanding
officer.



Permit me to recommend your frankly correspondingr with Captain Dal-
las; and I cannot but think that that officer xvill take, upon your stggestion,
all such measures as thle public interest may seem to demand. Should you
find it indispensable that some vessel should be under your immniediate direc-
tiol, would it not be better to employ one of thle steamriboats already engaged,
or to procure another for that purpose?

I agree with you as to tlle propriety of checking the intercourse between
thle Spanish fishermnen and thle Indians, anid I trust that yourself and Com-
modore Dallas will both take all the measures in your power to effect that
obljvet.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

L1EWIS C:ASS.
His Excellency R. K. CALL,

Governor of Florida, Tallah/assee, ka.

WAR DPARnTMENT, &Kptembr( 17, 1836.
Sin : I have had the honor to receive your letter of the 5th instant,

enclosing the report of Major Pierce, of the action at Micanlopy, arld com-
ninnicutihe r the intelligence of Captain Shatrinon's death.
The vacancy occasioned by tlle dleceise of Captain Shannon has heen filled

by the appoitinment of Lieutenant Pichell, who will be ordered to report to
you for (dLty.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

C. A. ILARLRIS,
Acting Secretury of V 4.

His Excelleney R. K. CALL..,
Ggovernor of Florida, Tallahassee, Fa.

WAR DE.PARTMIENT, October 7, 1836.
Silt: I have the hoiior to acknowledged the receipt of yours of ihe 18th

hltitlo, ill wvlhich youl enclose copies of letters from) yoursell to Commodore
Dallas and General Jesup, and llave submitted thieni to the Pr(!sidut t; who
has instructed me to say that, as far as lie iuderstands the localities, the
plan of operations you, have determined on, as developed in the letter to
General .Jesup, seems to uim judicious.

In regard to that portion of your letter to General Jesup in which you
cetnsure the department for not acting "with tire promptness arid energy
which the importance of the CaseC required," in respect to a suggestion of
yours, that Commodore i)allas should be instructed to guard thle coast of
Florida, so as to prevent all intercourse between the Imitliats and traders, I
hnave to observe that it is (deemed highly inHlecorous, irmproper, alnd unjulst.
You cannot buit he aware tliat thlis department hMas tio control over naval
operations ; and all it can. do, in a case like thiat in question, is to bring the
subject before the proper branch -of thle lExecutive, and suggest the propri-
ety of the appropriate m-neasures heintg taken. There hias been no instance
where this has not been done by ihis department, with all tlhe promptness
and energy which the case has demanded:; anld your astumption to the con-
trary is entirely groundless. Nor is it believed that thle Navy Department
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has failed in any instance to act wvith as much promptitude and vigor as the
circumstances required, and it true regard to the public interest committed
to its charge WVould permit. Full and positive instructions have been re.
peatedly given to Commodore l)allas, by the Secretary of the Navy, to co-
operate with your, with all the measures in his power, in putting an end to
(hie Seminole lioslilities.

Equally groundless and inappropriate is youir censuire of the department
respecting the "1 crazy steamboats." Fortning all opinion from your own
communications, it was inerely suggested that the employment of one of
thle Government steamboats might l-)c nscful for the purpose in view. This
department certainly had no expectation that you would, in acting on the
suggestion, select a "crazy" one ; the more especially, as you had already
been invested with full power to buy or charter, according to circumstances,
whatever vessels might be necessary for your marine operations.

This leter has beeni seen and approved by the President.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

C. A. HARRIS,
Acting Secretary of War.

His Excellency R. K. CArLrL,
G(orern or of Florida, Ta llalhassee, Pa.

WVAR DEPARTIMENT, October 10, 1836.
SIR: I havee the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the

22d ultimn, eclcosiug copies of letters from MAjor Pierce to you ; one of
whiih reluttes to the want of officers in Florida. Measures will be imme-
,diately taken to renmedy the evils complained of in this letter.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
C. A. HARRIS,

A clin', Sccrelary of War.
His Excillency R. K. CALL,

Governor of Florida, Tallahassee, Pa.

WVAR l)EPAn{ruTE-NT, October 15, 1836.
SIn: I have had the honor to receive your letter of thre 23d ultimo,

transmiting a copy of Colonel Warrcn's report of the action between the
troops under his command and a party of Indians on the 18th September.

Vcry respectfulllr, your obedient servant,
C. A. IHARRIS.

Acting Secretary of W~ar.
His Excellency R. K. CAxLL,

Governor of Florida, Tallahassee, Fa.

WARID)lPWARTMENr, N'ovember 4, 1836.
Sin: On the 291h ultimo a rumor reached this city, through the Charles-

ton papers, that youi had marche(I, with the troops under your immediate
command, to the Withlacoochie, and there discovered the enemy in consid-
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eraible force and that, instead of crossing the river and attackingn him, you
ha d fallenbac k upon PortD)rane to obtain provisions. Fromnth etellor of
y our last despatch, under dateof Octolbcr 10th, inwvhichl you stated that

Major r Pierce had united with you the day bcfore,m alkingryour force thir.
teenhliundred and fiftys tro-,ang(, and bringing seven days' rations for the
whole. army that, widi these su pplies, you intended marching th
Withiacoochie, in the hope of encountering the enemny in hissironghrold
4tnd that thedepotsat tVrolusi,nnd at the mouth of the Withlacoochie,
would afford the means of replenishing your supplies, itwN s confidently
hoped that this rumor would prove erroneous. It was, however, substan-
tially confirmed by various communications received during the early part
of the present week, which also gave us the additional intelligence that Col.
Lane, with theregulars and friendly Indians tinder his command, after
m arching from Tam pa1 Bay to the Withlacoochie, had also retired to Fort
Drane; that the rentnessee brigade, having sustained aserious loss in

horses, and being destitute offorage,had been movedto Blackcreek; and
that,i11 consequence of these untoward events,anrd for the want of horses,
transportation, andsupplies, your operations are likely to be suspended for
several weeks. Themails since, though. they have not brought us any
communications from yourself, have furnished ample details as to all these
events;which have been still further elucidated by the verbal stateniceis of
Lieutenant Mitchell. lately of your staff, wVho, it appears, had been de-
spatched to this place and Philadelphia on business connected with the re-
plenishing of your supplies. That officer also reports that, at thetime of
his departure, you were suffering severely from sickness and fatigue.

In themean time the preparation ofsuch orders from this department,
as the exigency of the case requires, has been deferredin the hope of re-
ceiving your official report; but the mail of the last nighthalving failed to
bring it, it is deemed indispensable to the public interest to take, without
further delay. sulch measures as appear to be required by the facts within
the knowvledge of the department.
Although no definitive judgmrntt has been formed as to the occurrences

above referred to,1 am yet instrticted by the President to express to you
his disappointment and surprise that you should have commenced the exe-
cution of a campaign of so much importance, and solongnmeditated, with-
out first taking effectual measures to secure all needful supplies fromn the
various depots, which, for several months, have been subject to your or.
ders ; and. above all, that, after approachingwiith so larce a force within
so short a distance of the enemy, and finding hiim apparently disposed to
give battle, you should have retired without a more serious attempt to cross
the river and to drive him from his position. This disappointment and
regret are greatly increased by the considerations that these retrograde
movements will probably have the effect to expose the frontiers to new in-
vasions by marauding parties, and to encourage the Indians in their resist.
ance, thereby increasing, beyond what might otherwvise have been needed,
the severity of the measures which wvill noow be required to subdue them.
It is due to these considerations, and also to the arnmv and to yourself, that
the circumstances connected with your late movements should be distinctly
explained; and in clse you shall not have transmitted a fill report on the
sulbject before the receil)t of this communication, you wvill do so without
delay. In the mneaui timne, it is hoped thlart th6 army will soon be prepared
to resume offensive operations ; but as there is reason to fear that the state
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of your healthwxill not allowv YOu to finish t1e campaign with the prompt.
tilde nud energy which the crisis demands, the President deems it expedi.
Cut to relieve you fromI the command. By his direction I have, therefore,
this day instructed Major General Jesup, if lhe shall rnot already have
united with you, to do soS at 011CC, Or to communicate with you on1 the sub.
ject withorit delay, arid thereupon to assume ti1e command of the army
serving ijl Florida, xvwiich you Will accordingly be pleased to transfer to
him. A CoPY of tue despatch to hilm is herewith transmitted to you, antd
flie original is hornie l)y the same messenger who will deliver you this
commulicationl.

Should G(eneral Jestip niot be at your headquarters on1 the arrival of the
messenger, you will take the earliest measures to despatch him to the place
where you shall have tlhe )best reasons to suppose that officer will be found
waithl the Utmost expedition ; and, ill tthe mieaz time, you witl make all such
dispositions as may be ill yonr power fbr promoting thle plan Of th(e Cam.
pai!gn prescribed in1 t11e instructions to General Jesup ; and after he shall
have rellevcd you1, yol Will also he pleased to cooperate, so far as the
State Of Your health and Youir Other engagements mllay alloW, in thle execu-
tion of his duties.

I allm, sir, very respectfully, your Obedient servant,
B. P. BUTLJ.ERI,

Secretary of War ad interim.
II;s Excellncy It. K. CAIL,

oner)nor (!f 1lorida.

Copry (y des)atch. *f thc Wtar Dep)artment to (Urmeral Jesup, referred
to ilt letter dated 41/i November, 1836.

WVAR DE)1PiAT'ITIEN'r, Novernbr '1, 1836.
Alit: Before this coiitmunication reaches Vyl, YOU Wvill have become

lily acqliur iuitedl xv ith til( retr(-.rrade movements of Governor Call, and the
other events connected therewith, wvhichi have recently occurred in Florida.
'h'llese circuloimtalces hlav(e lI it lirie suspended otblnsive operations; and
frouII tie leeIle state of Governjor UCall's healih, it is to be feared that lie will
nIot he able to prosecuIte tile Calipairil, wvhen resumed, with that promptitude
an1d ecrier"y wxicii tile crisis deniaiids. TI'hle Presidejit has therefore deter-
Imilned tC) corlllliii to von the commaiid of tue arrlmy serving in Florida, and
the genicraul direction of tile war against tile Seminoles.
You twill, accordiii-ly, on tile receipt of tiis cominmunication, should you

thieui e at Governor Ca'lls feiad(liuarters, and, if not, so sooII as you can reach
there, or can commiuniicate with him, assume the command of all the forces
ill tle Territorv.

Trpc hostile indians having h)een discovered in considerable force onl the
baniks of the Wi tithlacoochie, and it havingl, beeii also ascertained that their
prlilcipal camps arid settlemeniits are situated onl ihe south side of tilat river,
you xvill iminedlatelv iliake all suitable arrainarictijects for a vigorous attack
on their stroiaritrolds, anjd for penetrating nard occupying the whole country
betxveei tlhe NVitdldacoochiie and Tampa- Bay. With a view to this end,
you will first establish posts tat or near tle mouth of the Withlacoochic, at
Fort Kinlr, arid ait Volusia; and you will take tie proper measures for secur-
irig, through theuri, the safety of the frontier. You wvill, also, through the
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snme posts, and l)y sueh means of transportation as may be most certain
and economical, make permanent arrangernelmts for procturilln pcrnianenit
and regular supplies. So soon0 as those dispositions shall be completed, you.
Wvill concentrate all your disposable forces, and proceed without delay to
cross the \Vithlacooclije, and to possess yourself of the positionls flow occtl-
pied by the Indians; attacking and routing- them inI tleir sirotrllolds, and
scouring the whole country between the Withilacoochii alnd TanipIa M\ay.
Should you succeed in bringingr tlhe 1n11dianls to a (relnerall elrakueIg nlwlt,,nd

in defeating them thelein, thle ready subiniisioni of tile tri llay probably
be expected. If, however, they should abandon Thieir present position onl
thle Withlacoocilie before you reach it, or you. should drive twien, from it
without entirely sUbLlinllg thlern, you will then take stich advanced posi-
tions to the south of V'olusia, and to the cast and south of Tpatt11P); 13ay, as
the nature of thle country may admit, and puslh froin temn such further
operations as may be necessary to the most speedy and eflecttual subjuga.
tion of the enemny.

'1'he above direction to attack the enemy in his stroupgholds, and to
possess yourself of the country between the Withlacoochle and rTampa
Bay, you will regard as a positive order, to he executed nt thle earliest prac-
ticable moment. In other respects, you will exercise a sound discretion,
and will adopt such measures as you may deenii best calculated to protect
the frontier, and to effect the subjugation anld removal of the Indians.
Great confidence being reposed in your prudence, energy, and skill, it is

deetned unnecessary to urge you to promptitude or activity, or to impress
onl you the importance of early and frequent co, In-ilnications.

Very respectfully, your most obedient servant,
B. F'. BUTLESR,

~Secretary of I}'ar adl intertn.
Major General T. S. JESUP,

United States Ar-my, Florida.
[Note appended to the foregoing letter.I

NOTE.-A postscript was added to the original letter of General Jesup,
acknowledging letters received fromn him after the preparation of thle above,
and enclosing a communication from the acting Quartermaster General;
but as it is believed that this postscript was not included iii the copy sent
to Governor Call, it is not nlow sent.

WAR DEPARTMENT, December 30,1836.
SiR: I have this day had the honor to receive, and to lay before the

President, your communication of the 2d instant, with the accompanying
copy of a report, addressed by you to the Secretary of War on the 19th of
October, tbe original of wvhich has never reached the department; and, as
it has not been alluded to in any communication heretofore received from
you, it was not until this day that the department had any intimation that
such a report wvas made.
The several topics embraced in your last communication will receive an

early and deliberate consideration.
In the mean time, I hasten to correct certain erroneous impressions which

you appear to have imbibed to the prejudice of an officer referred to in my



letter of the 41th ultimo. Speaking of that communication, you observe ,it
informed ine of' a ruimor which had reached Washington very un'favorable
to illy conduct and military character. It reminds NIe of tie means, and sup.
posed mecans, I possessed ofachievincr a victory over the enemy ; of the ull.
williign(uss of tile department to credit tile ru nior ; but that it had bceen snb.
staidally confiried by various Comrmn icatioios received, fn rtlier ' elicida.
ted' by I lie verbal statement of Lieutenant Alitciell , klte of stIly 7'&a . Il a
suibs' iient p-art of your letter you again allude to Iiis officer, and make thle
follow il , olservattionisi(l sltatel inrits '' As to the ru nor, it is in tangible,
.vand I shall say nothinigr about it. Nor are the corminv ilicatiolns whilici yoll
Ielintioll as halvillgr beeni received entitbrd, in iny estiniation, to higher credit,
as tlh(,v niist hIiave been destitu te of trutih; for lieutenant.ailtMtchell, w1ho
seems to have I ciluldated' the whole matter, and whom you seem to have
considered as a men iber of my staff, sent on to Wash ington aid P'h iladelphia
lby me on busiJIess contiected Nvith tile replenishinog of illy supplies, I muist
say, if lie minade sulch representations, lie wvas truly tiniirtilulnate in comnru-
uiicatingl facts. For the wvant of ani ordnance oflicer, so often complained of
to lie deparitnient by the officers in command iii Florida, I appointed Mr.
Mitchell to take charge of the ammunition ; in the same order, Illy stafl 'vas
annomiticed to thle army. Hie marched with us from Suv.ance TldTown,
and lived in the family of Generai Armstrong, until a few days before our
return from thle Withlacoochie to Fort I)rane, whienl he came into the less
witi nmvselfanid stair. On our arrival at the latter place, lie applied for per.
mission to gro to Black creek, which was readily granted.

lie stiugested that lie niright be of service in procuring and forwarding
tile clotIlinir and blankets which I intended to order the quartermaster at
Black creek to purchase for the friendly Indians, as it had been represented
bv their commander that they were in great want of those articles. At
Jilack creek I understoodl he applied to one of my aids, then at this place,
for aii order to proceed to Charleston anid Philadelphia to make those pnr.
chases. This was done without my knowledge, and certainly very con-
trarv to mly intention, as I did tnot wish him to go further than Black creek.
Ile has forwarded no clothing for thie Indians, nor lias he made atiy report
of his proceedings. I have to request that this officer may be ordered, with.
out delay, ItL)Jin his company at Fort Chlinch, on the Withlacoochie. As
to his having been sent by me to replenish niv supplies, the statement is er-
roneons.

" The Indians were almost naked, aned I felt it my duty to have thlem
clothed on the requisition of their comniantder. '
That part of my letter of the 4th of November, referred to inI the passages

above (Iquoted, is in tite following words
" On the 29th uiltimo, a rumor reached this city, through the Charleston

papers, that youi had marched with thle troops under your immediate com-
niand to the Withlacooclie, and there discovered the eneemy in considerable
force; and that, instead of crossing the river and attacking him, you had
fallen back upon Fort Drane to obtain provisions.

" From the tenor of your last despatch, under date of October 10th, in
which you stated that Major Pierce had united wviteh you the day before,
making your force thirteen hundred and fifty strong, and bringing seven
days' rations for the whole army; that vitlh these supplies you intended
marching to the Withincoochie, in the hope of encountering the enemy in
l's stroznglholds; anrd that the depots at Volusila and at thie mouth of' the
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Withlacoochie would afford the means of replenishing your supplies, it was
confidently hoped that this rumlor would prove erroneous. It was, however,
substantially confirmed by varinits communications received dtiring thle
early part of the present weekl, which also gavc us tile additiolial intelli-
gence that Colonel Lane, with the regulars and friendly Indians under his
command, after marchin(r fromn Tampa Bay to the Witlhlacoochiv, had also
retired to Fort Drane ; that the '1'enimessce brigade, having sustained a serious
loss in horses, and )Cillnr destitute of forge, hIad beeni moved to Black creek
and that, ill consequence of these untowvard events, and for the want of
horses, transportation, and supplies, your operations are likely to be sus-
pended for several weekls.
"Thle mails since, though they have not bronughit us any communications

froin yourself; have furnished an)ple details as to all thlese events; which
have been still further eluicidated by the verbal statements of lieutenant
Mitchell, late of your staff who, it appears, had been despatched to this
place and to Philadelphlia oil business connected wvith the replenishing of
your supplies. Tiahat officer also reports that, at thle timc of his departure,
yoU were sufferiimg severely fromn sickness and fatigue.

" In thle meCan timee the preparation of suclh orders fromn this department,
as the exigency of tlme case requires, has been deferred in the hope of re-
ceivillgr your official report ; but the Mail of thle last nigh-t havillnr failed to
bring itit is deemed indispenl;ale to the public interest to take, without
further delay, such measuresans appear to be required by the facts wittiin
thle lkinowledgeC of the department."

Onl a more careful perusal o!tlhis extract, you will pcrceivo that my letter
did not inform you that any rumor "1unfavorable to your conduct or mili-
tary character" had been elucidated by thle verbal statementts oft Lieutenant
Mitchell. The observation is, that certain eventts, in respect to which am-
ple details had been furnished by the mails received at Washing-atoll prior to
the 4th of November, had been further elucidated by the verbal statements
of that officer. There is nothing in this expression which canl warrant you.
in iuferring, as you seemi to hiave done, that the verbal statements of Liell-
tenant Mitchell were derogatory to your character, or that lie had given
countenance to any rumor of that nature.
But it is dtue to Lieutenant Mitchell that this correction should not be

confined to a mere exposition of' the erroneous character of the inferences
you have drawvn from the language of the department. As an act of simple
justice to him, I have to informn you that lie made no statements in respect
to any such rumors. Having called on me, in my official capacity as acting
headofthe WarDepartmnent,on the business Withlwhichlhe wascharged,I pro-
posed to him such inquiries in regard to the events which had then recently
occurred in Florida, and to the actual position of affairs when he left the
army, as wvere calculated to obtain any imfbirmation which lie might be able
to communicate. His replies wvere characterized not only by perfect respect
towards yourself, but apparently by great candor. He placed in my posses-
sion a newspaper article, originally addressed to the editor of the Florida
Herald, and published in all extra lumber of that paper of the 21st of Octo-
ber, and referred to it as a full and accurate account, so far as it extended,
from the pen of one of your own aids. His verbal statements corresponded
with that article, but brought doown the account to a few days later; and
gave the additional intelligeence, mentioned in my letter, as to the state of
your health at the time of his departure.
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You will also perceive, on a more careWli ex-amination of the extract, that
it does not represent Lieutenlalit MA-itchell as one of youtr staff at the time of
his communication to the department njor does it allege that he had been
:ent on by yori oil bulsiness conlccted with your supplies; tlie suggoestion is
that he wits lately of youir stilf amld t1iAt Ie had beell despatched to tliis
place annd to Plhiladelhltia. &c. w without Satyitg by whom. Thic passage
above quoted from oiir last conm iiictioll stGstaiitiatly. confirms this su.
gestion ; to. whicli it should:be added, thaIt lie w.s also chlarared with a re.
quisition from General Armstronkcrcloliir" for the Iretnessee brigade.
Acopy of that P 1rt of this letter whicn reltes to Lieutelnant Mitchell will

be transmiiitted to:that othiccr jind it is not doimblitcdthtlt ou. Will take plei-
surc in extending" to hitn tlmc lilie justice i liclh youi itivoke for yourself.

:.:crelary f War ad iterim.
His Excellcncy It.. K 1.1.,

Governor of Iliorida.

*Arm I)P[A1m-t1s1T: January 14, 1837.

Silt: In my leiter .of the: 30th Iilimo,Io had thlo honor to acknowledge
:(lie receipt, oil Utitt day, of your cornmunlicaitioln of the 2d of samec month,.
and to reply to so Iniiic of it as related to Licutellant Mitchell. Pursuant
to the assurance then given, Iinoiv proceed to notice, so far as deemedl just
to YO.LL or necessarv i other respects, the several: topics embraced in your
letter.

Yoll have beci pleased to characterize the communication addressed to
You on the 4th. of November last as a document in the: highest degree
extraordinary and unjust;i and the excited feeling likely to be produce: by
such an impression: is displayed in every part of. your reply. Under the
influence of this feeling. you indulge in mnanv remarks not at all necessary
to:the explanation of your conduct, or the defense of your character. You
charge the President and the department. with the injustice, not only of

* coudenmning, you unheard, but of itufliCit- oill you, without proof, and on
mnere rumor, -the severest penalty which the Case admitted. You impute
to us the mockery, after thus visitingl . you with all the consequences of
actual guilt, of callinrg for:an explanation of your conduct; and you more
than once intimate doubts as to the willingness of either to repair, even
after the clearest demonstrations, the wrongs xwe may have cominitted.
For reasons which, in vou r cooler moments, wviIl readily occur to you, no
reply. will be made to these parts of your communication..
I:lt :is believed that all' your exceptiotis to the language and directions of
my letter are founded on an erroneous view of its true scope. The object
of that paper was two-fold: first, to require an explanation of tie causes
which led to the failure of the movement made by:the troops under your
command in the mouth of October last.: and, secondly, to transfer the com-
mand of the forces serving in Florida, and the general direction of the war
against the Seminoles, to General Jesup.: For each: of these measures,
distilnct and, as it was thought, ample grounds were stated -by the depart-
ment. In your: reply, you have riot discriminated between these two pur-
poses: you treat the whole as. a. censure, or. rather as a punishment, for
presumed misconduct; and, to sustUiti this view, :you entirely overlook th:
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partictilar reasons on wvhich the various parts of thle communication pro-
ceeded.

In givingi you the views of the President and of the department on the
imatterial points discussed in x'our reply, the oririlial order and design of
tny letter will be cairefullv adhered to.
The propriety of the call for explanation must be determined by the

circumstances known to the department at the time whell it was made.
'I'liese were briefly enumerated inl my letter, as derived, not from rumor,
nor fromi unfriendly communications, but from various autlicnrtic sources,
to which, in the absence of any report from you, we were obliged to have
recourse. Of these statements, that which was rnost relied upon, so far as
it proceeded, was the account addressed by ote of your own aids to the
editor of the tlorida Herald, and originally published in that paper. But,
as no report fihd been received from yourself, it wvas thought to be due to
Vour station alid personal character, thu t the general grounds on which the
actioIn of the departiieut wias foun ded, and the reasons which led to it, In
tihe al)SeulCc Of SuICh a report, should. be distinctly suggested in the instruc-
tiS. l'he rumor from the Charleston newspapers, beincr the first initima-
tion w hichi reach-led us of the failure of your movement on the Withla-
coochlie, was referred to as introductory of tile sulbjeet buit the measures
directed by the President were expressly placed oin the various confirma-
tory accounts suLbsequently received.

it is a sufficient answer to all your objectios to tile nature of this evi-
denie., thatit was the best within the reach of the department ; and that
it c.ile froin so many sonrces, and wvas so corroborated bly undoubted
facts, as to be worthy of fidl. credit. A 'lira her, and, it' it were needed, a
still mole decisive answer is to be found in the flct, that, of the various
cireunustances stated in my letter, there is not one which is not substan-
ti;lly admitted in your comiminnication of the 2d ultimio, or in the enclosed
copy of your still missing (lespatch of the 19th of Octoher.

'I'lie case )resented two prominent particulars, coach of wvhmich excited
disappioimtnmemmt, surprise, and regret. The first was, that, with stich ample
mCeanis and such abundant time for adequate preparation, you should have
comnienced your forward movement to the enemy's strong holds, without
taking effectual measures to secure the needfl I supplies ; and the second, that
a more serious attempt had not been made, after coming up with the enemy,
to cross thle river, and to drive him from his position. That these points were
well calculated to produce such emotions in the mind of the President, no one
better knows thami yourself. Your, correspondence with the department
up to and including your last despatch (that of October 1(0th) had author-
i~zed other and very-different expectations. That the public would enter-
tnain the like feelings, and would not be satisfied without full explanation
onl both subjects, was equally plain. For these and other reasons, briefly
stated in my letter, you were required to transmit a detailed report of all
the circumstances connected with your movements. That this call was
well warranted by the existing posture of affairs is a point too obvious
to need retnark: you have yourself conceded it, by giving a minute and
elab)orate explanation. Its sufficiency is therefore the onlV matter which,
under this head, is yet to be considered.

rp'lme various facts detailed in your report, in respect to the measures
taken lhy you to secure thIe necessary supplies while operating on the
WVithlacooclmie, have been inat re ly wveighed by the President anid tile
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deprttiineiit. W\e concll-rvw ith you illnthiunking that votl l1ad gnod reasorl
to expeci, wlieti 'outlLiarclted froit Port IDraliie oil tile 91h of ()colher, tlhat
tile depot lreviou sly (i rdrnd to lie establ ishled b)y (citei ral Read at (Cralianis
Callip would lie collipleted by at least tile 16itlh of' ()ctohbur; aucd we are
also sat isiCLd ti lt tile C ll.Sc's whlichi prevent ted tlie estald isli1111t of that
particulLitr depot Lit thiaLt ti1lIre by ito 1'lOcalls to be iffl7Pluted to aLy riCt or
omlission of you rs. 'his reiLiirk, lhowevetr, iilust not be utidet'uod iis
sanctiot ii h yoII' (eornp;liltits agaisliSt tlie iilv;ial office rs enii, plowed it) tiiVi.
gatil (g tile steallilhats, the jtlStiCC Of Wi'cliI, Oil tile fit Its now ill p)ossessiol
of tlhe depLatlinleit, is llOt perceived.

lithtitas explicitly e xollerati)'ti vou, from. any resp)onisibility for the Cliilure
of GCeneriLl Read's eflforts to estahl ish tile deplots itn qItlestioll, thie hfllest
ritetisitre ol justice( to wIticlh you are ctlutitld is believed to lhaveCbeen
awLarded you. BItt it is dutc to cantdor, andt is called for by tile peciuliair
h1ngurignC of yoour letter, to say tLiat it yet, retinnilns to be regrltedt tilat you
should lhave niatclicd iromi Fort Draue with so scaLiuv a suplyllv of' provis
ions before you liadlascertailled that tite projected depot-Li depot so itidis
pulsab)l)e to thle success of your nioveireiiit -IiLd been acLiailyI stblh1ished,
The dircetoit to Genierail lRead( involved several (distinct ineasurt'is, aiud its
acconiplishlinwit wLs very liable to be defeated iy iecCidctwtS hle'oid his
control. 'I'lhieie seemlts, therefore, to Itave becn a want of' du(e auctionn ill
nttoviwr to a posiiol) %viltetc yoou Would be tlhtowui oil hin tor tde siih-
siste('le of your force, without. first lknowvizcr that h1is stlpplicS xvoutld cur-
tfaltly be accessible. Oit the otlier liLnd. it is itot doubted that tile error of
jdgmnentiabove illlplted to you had its origin ill tI e ardent desire ol your
sell Ltid of' the troops Lu ider your coinniauid to mect tile eienuv, aid to
hastetn tile conclhisioii of' thle war. Under these patriotic inriipti>es, it is
perhaps not stralnre tihtLoit should have counted with too twiclti conli-
dence oil thle eflhuts of' Gueneral Read, aitd should have overlooked the
colltilt(refleiS hv xvWihl they were liable to be defeated. All tlhis is cileer-
fully allowed by tile P'residellt, atid I take pleasitre in staying it. More
thall this, witl 'the views now entertained by the department, it seems to
uts inpossi)le., consistently with justice, to concede. And with respect to
your general operations, it is still a subject of disappointment and regret,
considering the time aild rneaLns allowed you, that more eflecttlil measures
were not taken for securing such stlup)lies as migtt have eoatltcd you, on
cowetencing offensive opera nations, to utaintaini the positions to which yot
might advance, and to prosecute the campaign with steadiness and x-ior,
plTe delay wvhichi this would have required might better have been in.
curred than to risk the far greater delay aud the other injurious conse
quences of a retrograde.

'I'he circumstances set forth in your communicaLtion for the purpose of
explaining your retirement from the river, without a more serious attempt
to cross it, have also been deliberately considered. The conclusions of the
President and of the department on this part of the ease, if not so tlfvorable
as 'ou desire, are yet sufficiently so to exempt yourself and the army tinder
your con)mand from the imputations which yoti suppose to be implied ill
thle call for explanation. At the sne time, it is my duty to remind youth
that the passaLge of the Withlacoochie was effected oil the 16th of October
(only a day or two after you abandoned the attenipt) by Colonel bLane, with
the regulars and Indians tinder his command, at a place about three miles
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from your encaimpnient. It was also accomplished on thle 1:3t1h of Novem-
ber by your O\VI1 arniwr.

'rheuse facts prove that tie difficulties of the passage, thogallh dubtless, at
all titles, very great, were riot ilsuperable. C'oieget and, perIapLs, sufficient
reasolls for the alItatidoi1tielii of the ciite1rprise oi0 your first movement are,
honwever, to he found in your total want of provisionls (except such as your
nen would not ise) and other supplies, anud in the great loss oft horses
whjhiclh youir troops had sustained ; hut this only increases our 1c(rret at the
original clase of these tintoward. circurrstances. Had you heen as well
sipplied. on the 13h1 of Octoher as you xvere on the 11th of November,
neither, the, river nor the arms of the enemy would have prevented the ac-
comnplishnient of your great purpose-the( encoun terinr of tIl( Indians in
the cove of the Witlilcoochiei. before I leave this point, it is proper I should
observe, that, in speaking of your movements as " refro-rado," reference was
had, not to your march along the river in quest of the expected depot, but
to the retirement of tile ar:11y to Port D)rane and Black creck-the former
thirty miles, alnd the latter near onc hundred, fiooro tile Withlacoochie. It
is in this sense, also, that the expression is used in the despatcjuto General
Jesup and you Will atlO\or tme to express my surlprise at t1le erroneous conI-
struction you halve (rivell it, and, still more, at the strictures upon it in which
Volel have thought proper to indulge.
The transfer of the commrlaid to Generul Jesrtip, wvhlel properly under-

stood, wvill be seen to have been not only rigrht, but nnavoidabla)e. 'Through-
out yourletter, Vou have treated tIlis step) s a removal for misconduct.
This feature of your letter, and the aniniadversiolls and complaints con-
riected with it, are the, more extraordinary, since, ihl the communication to
yourself; and in that of the same date. to General Jesup (a copy of which
was enclosed to you), the transfer of the coninmaid to the latter was expressly
attributed to the apprehuelsion. that you might 1not be able, in your then fee-
ble state of health, to finish the campaign with the p)romlplhtitude and energy
demanded by thle crisis. In no part of your communication have you once
alluded to this fact, or to the weighty considerations connected with it, as
the assigned and sufficient reason for changingcr the commands although it
appears, froml your own statements, that the account of your sickness give
to the department was strictly true; nor do you seern to have recollected
that it was origillally designed, and so made known to you at an early day,
that the comniatid should be taken by General Jesup on his arrival in
Florida. It is true, the department afterward acceded to the very liberal
sugestion of that officer, that, as you had prepared the plan of the campaign,
yen should be allowed to conduct it; and, had the condition of things
remained unaltered, this arrangement, probably, would not have been inter-
fered with. But their condition had been entirely changed by the retire-
ment of the army from the Withlacoochie; the suspension of offensive oper-
ationls; thle want of an official report from you ; the short period remaining
for the service of the Tennessee volunteers; the necessity produced by that
cause, and by other considerations, for the utmnost promptitude; and, above
all, by your own severe sickness. Under these circumstances, and know-
ing, as we did. that General Jesup had arrived in Florida, with what pro-
priety could the cauipaign have been left, at a juncttire so critical, to the
contingencies of your recovery I-How could it be foreseen that you would
survive'! or, if you survived, that you would be able in due season, -or at
any time, to talse the field ? On a more dispassionate view of this part of the



calse, yoll cannothelpop erceivinr thait. in the language youlhaveIsedin
respectto it,ymo iliave do eilie PresideIit retreatinjustice; and1 trustyoll

wvill becon vinecdtfiatthwneasure in question, at the time and undertlhe
cireinnsRa)ies referred to,wvas notmerely an act ofprlideiCe, but of impe.
rious ditty.

In ariswVer tovotir request fora Court of inquiry, it is, perliaps, sufficient
to remarkthatlil. as VnO r11e not flowijn the militarV service of thleUlited
States, it is beIlieveId there is no authority to or(ranize suchI a conit ; alnd,
even;I th1 power were clear, the Presidentis of opinion that cxiStS1

ade(inte c;iixefOr itS exercise. 'I'lhe call upon you for explanationihas
hIeeifally complied wvith. No(I fference exists as to any material fact; and
thonuh ie iS )l igr(ed., upon your owvn statementttO im)putto O You the errors
ofjtidgmeiit aboveinentioned. et lie does not(deeCII them of such a ciarac.
ter as to demalnd any Iirtlier investigation. ShIould you, on the receipt of
thlis letter, still desire a court of inquiry, you will please repeat your request,
and it shall receive a uller consideration.

before closiui- this letter, I am instructed to inform you that the eflicient
mneasIres laken to redeem the tinme lost by the failure of your first move*
nient, aiidthle citerry, fortitude, aiid courage, displayed by aill the forces ian
der your coninaniid on restuminllr dilecamnpigln, and especially in the several
entrcllenelits in the cove of teic Withilacoochlic an(l thie Wal0oo swaml), as
stated in your report oft lhe 27th of Novem)ebr,hlave received, as they deserve,
the hight approbation of' the Presidenit. It is also due to YOU to add that
General Jesup.pin despatcltes received from him. has borlie testimony, in tie
strongest1.anner, to the merits ofVour grenelnal plan of' operations, and to

t.e efficiency of' thle measures in progress when lie assumnCd h1e coimniatnd.
Tlie first of these despatches wviicl caine to hand was p)ubllishled by thle

department, ais an act of julStice to yourself, in the Globe newspaper ofthe
27th utinmo.

Since commencing this communication; a resolution has been received
fromI the Senate, calling for your explanatory letter. Its transmission to
that bl(y wVill supersede the necessity of a compliance with the request coii.
tained in your letter of the 20th ultimo.

Very respectfully, your most obedient servant,
B. F. BUTLER.

,Secretary of WVar, ad interim.
His Excellency R. K. CALL,

Governor of Fnlorida, Tallahassee, Fa.

P. S.-Thc President's directions for the preparation of this letter were
given solne time since, and it was commenced oll the day of its date; but,
from the pressure of matters in the department requiring immediate action,
and of my other official duties, its completion has necessarily been delayed.

JANUAiRY 20,1837.

WAR DEPARTMENT, February 20, 1837.
SIR: In reply to an inquiry contained in your letter of the 5th ultimo, I

hisve the honor to inform you, that your official dQspatch of the 27th of No-
venin)er wats received on the 10th of December last, and immediately de.
livered to the Adjutant General, with directions to cause it to be published
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entire it., thle Globe newspaper: which wvas accordingly dole. These di-
rectiolls were grivell from a desire to bring before the public, at the earliest
momernt, thle ititerestiring intelligretlec colntained ill your communication, and
also

as
all

act of justice to yourself, anid to the brave men under your cotn-
wand.
The wvitidrailinr Of thle communniication froin nly inmmnediate possession,

for the purpose above stated, con-ibied. with various other circumstances,
prevented the acknowledgment of its receipt. The publication in the, news-
paper muLst, however, have given vyo a kniowledglde of the fact soon after
tile writing of your letter of the 5th ultimo ; und in my letter of the 14th
ultimon, I had occasion to express the high. scese of tile services detailed in
the despatcei itself.

'Thle complaint againstl~ieutetmant L'lFtigle, contained ill your letter of
the 201h of Ducembier, was referred by ine to t(ie actinga- Quartermaster
General, and has been fully investigated by him. EniclosedyoOU have his
report; from which you will perceive that voni have lablored under errolle-
ous impressions as to tile conduct of Lieutenant LEncrle. I have not
thought it needful to send you thle numerous doctuments transmitted to me
by thle actiln Quartermaster General.

Very respectfully, your most obedient servant,13B*.1U'I'"LERl,
Ate'cretfrry of IWai, (idinterriul.

His ExcellencyR. K(. CALL.(:J'eern-or '

L'lorida, TIaollaal/tssee, Florida.

WIt Di'ARrTMEN',lMulac/h 18), 1837.
Sia: I hadtile honor, on the (;thl instant, to receive your letter of tile

20th ofFebruary. As Ishall leavetile department thisday, andas every
iomentinof iytime sin ce thereceilpt of this last comrmunication has beenploy)edilldispatellingrt!h.e great amount of business which had accumu-

lated during the latter part otthesession of Congrress, 14find. it impossible
to replv, inl(Ittaltl to the variotis suggestions; argroeilluelts,aind complaints,
presented bv von. Nor do I doeem it at all necessarV that I shotild do so,am~l('olitei to su bruit the course of the department towards yourself,Eilr at least as I arn concern d in it, tothe enilightened judgment oftlme pub-
lic. on the correspondence which has already been had between us.

I think it proper, however, toinention two particulars before I leave the
subject. ]st. Myletter of thme 14th of Februarv Was prepared after the ful.-
lest consideration on tle part of PresidentJIacksoni, andstubmiLted tohiiim
for his approbationi before it was finished or sent to you. Some of the
points towVlhichi youtake the strongest exception were inserted at his ex-
presssugrgaestion,alld the whole letter rceived his fufllsi action.

2d.'IThe statementthit Colonel Lane had crossedtile Withlacoollie only
ab)ouit three milesfromn your eicannipment, was taken by me from the printeda
account prepared byotb of your aids, and was supposed. byite, as well asbv

the Presideti t, to boe perfectly correct, inutil a few days since, when Geim-
cral Arinsiroiig, ofremllimissee, infor sedMe, asYOU have stated in your let-tert that it Was about tweiumy-fi-e(*)rthl'it'tiiilts distant; thlie mistake, in
all probablility, wasn.made by the prioter. who. doubtless, mistook thirty for
three. otl mlly show riugthe printed account to General Armstrong, lie was
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entirely satisfied. I proposed to him that he should write me a letter stating
the fact, to the cnd that I might correct the error in a letter to you ; and I
understood him to assent to this suggestionl. lis occupations while here,
anid his *arly departure, probably prevented him from addressing to nle the
proposed communication.

Very respectfully, your most obedient servant,
n. F. BIJTLER.

ASecrectary of IVar, ad interimn,
His Excellency R. K.CALL,o

Governtor *?f Florida, 7allahtas.Yee, Florida.

WARt DEPARTMENT, M.1y 17, 1837.
S[R: In answer to your letter of the 29th ultinio, on the subject of the

issue of rations to the suIffering inhabitants of Florida, I hlave the horror to
enclose you a copy of the instructions this day forwarded to Major General
Jesup on that subject. The instructions have been directed to General
Jesup, at T'I'pa Bay ; huit to provide against tIhe contingency of their mis.
carriage, or his absencc fromt that post, I take the liberty of' transritting
you a duplicate of thenm, which I will thank you to direct and enclose to

Very respectftully, your most obedient servant,
J. R. POINSETT,

ASecretfalg of J~far.
His Excellency R. K. (.,AIL.L,

Govtrn or of I'/or ida, l'alllh.assee. Florida.

WAR.\1{ D 1 1 itriN111NT, Mlay 26, 1837.
Sin: I have had the lhonor to receive youir letter of the 26th of' March

last, ire reference to tlhe claim of Colonel Wood, for the services of the
steamer Minjerva, kIile in tIre employ of the United States.

In reply, I tran Puit you a copy of a report ot the acting Quartermaster
General ore this subject. For the reasons stated in this report. the depart-
merit cannot. consent to an adjustment of Colonel Wood's claiml till the
steamer Lieutenant Izard shall have been surrendered unconditionally to
the United States. Then, also, will that gentleman's claimri for salvage be
taken into consideration, and not sooner.

Very respectfully, your most obedient servant,
J. R. POINSETT,

Secretary of War.
His Excelency R. K. CALL,

Governor of Florida, 'allalhmysee, Plorida.

WVARt DEPARTAMENTr, August 4, 1837.
SIR: I have the honor to enclose, for your information, a copy of a letter

to General Jesup, iii reference to the system of relief to the suffering in-
babitants of Florida.

Very respectfully. your most obedient servant,
J . R. POINSETT,

His Excellency R. K. CALL, of War.
Governor of Florida, Tallahassee.
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WAR DEPARTMENT, Se&teni.ber 5, 1837.

Slt: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the
23d ultimo, in reference to the employment of a hrigade of inounted volun-
teers froni the State of Kentucky, during the next campaigii against the
Scmi noles.

'I'he force already encagcd wvill preclude the necessity of employing so
large a torce of mounted men ; and I regret, tlierefore, that this circum-
stance deprives the department of the power to avail itself of the patriotic
disposition of the citizens of Kentucky, and of your own valuable services.

Very respectfully, your most obedient servant,
J. R. POINSl;TT,

Secretary of IVar.
His Excellency R. K. CALL,

Governor of Florida, 7Ta(llahassee, Florida.

WAit DEPARTMENT, October 13, 1837.
Sii: I have had the honor to receive your letter of the 26th ultirno, in

reference to the lnon-payment, of certain troops, mentioned by you, in
Middle and West Florida; aud I transmit you a report of the Paymaster
General upon the subject.
When the muster-rolls of the troops shall been transmitted to this depart-

ment, the proper order respecting their payment will be promptly given.
Very respectfully, your most obedient servant,

J. R. POINSETT,
Secretary of War.

His Excellency R. K. (CALL,
Goveirnor of Florida, Tailahassee, Floridii.

WAR DrPARTMENTr, October 31, 1837.
Sti: I have the honor to acknowledge the rttceipt of your letter of the

14th instant, in reference to the sufferingL condition of the inilabitants of the
counties of Washington and Walton, West Florida, and advising that you
had ordered provisions to be issued fir their temporary relief'. These issues
will he al loved ; and the superintendent of the system of relief in Florida,
who has been furnished with a copy of your letter, has beeit directed to
confer with General Jesup, and, if that officer thinks it proper, to despatch
an aacnt to the district of country in question, to attend to the issue of ra-
tions to the inhabitants, in conformity with the regulations recently pre-
scribed.

Very respectfully, your most obedient servant,
J. R. POINSETT;

His Excellency R. K. CALL, cretary of War.

Governor of Florid-a, Tallahassee, Florida.

WAR.DEPARTMENT, November 16, 1837.
S it: I have received youir letter of the 27th ultimo, and its enclosures,

and, in reply, have the honor to inform you that a paymaster has recently



been sent to Florida, with instructions tro pnv all troops leaally entitled to
compensation from the United States. I trtint your excellency wvill experi.
ewce njo further difficulty from the subject.
Very respectfully, your most obedient servant,

J. R. POJNTSETT',
Scretary *f I1'ar.

His Excellency 1R. K. *,
GJovernor of Plorida, Tallah assee, Rlorida.

WAR DEPARTMIENT, December 30. 1837.
Siz ;I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of tile

11th instant, in respect to paying certain Florida troops, and, in reply, to
transmit you a report of the Paymaster General, wvith a copy of the act of
Congress to which it rilludes.
The appropriations lawv, which provides the only funds out of which a

payment of this kind could be made, restricts the application of tile molley
to such troops only as have been called out either by the General command.
ing in Florida, or under thle express atithorityof the President of the United
States ; whereas, it Nvould appear, from tIme information now in the posses-
sion of thme departnietmt, tIwat the troops, whose payment yoll seek to efect,
were called out by yotw subsequent to the period wvhlen you ceased to com-
inand tile army in Plorida. Full explanations of the necessity and mariner
of calling these troops into tIme service, are therefore necessary, and these
will be immediately asked of General Jesup.

'Very respectfully, your most obedient servant,
J. R. POINSErTT.

ccreltary of WZar.
HIs Exrellency R. K. CALL,

Govr nor (*f PRorida, Tallahassee, Florida.

WVAR DE)A. 1rTMENT, Jaituary 10, 1838.
SIR: In order that vou mav make it known to the inhabitants of tlhe

counties of Washington and Walton, and advise thern to return to tile cul.
tivation of their fitimnis, I have the honor to intforin your excellence, that
subsistence will not be furnished to themin beyond thle 15th of' next inonth.

Very respectfully, your most obedient servant,
J. R. POINSETT,

Secretary cf 114/ar.
His Excellency R. K. CALL,

Goveritor o l'Rorida, 7(alla/assee, Florida.

WAR DEPARTM1ENr, April 2.5, 183S.
SiR : Withitn time last two or three months, the departnmerit has several

times received intelligence of depredations committed by the Itdians ill
Middle Florida, and has called the attt ution of General Jesup to theim, and
given particular directions for the defence of that portion of the Territory.

24[ 278 ]



Recent information, of further dcpredations:. renders it necessary that some
further steps should be taken ; and I have tile honor to inform you that thle
commanding officer in Florida has this day been written to, and directed to
send an officer of ranrik and intelligence to that section, with such part of
the regular force as can be spared, f' r the purpose of preventingr a repetition
of these depredations ; and, if possible, to capture or destroy the lawless ma-
rauders who commit them. The regular force that this officer may be
able to take with him, may llot be suthcientt for the accomplishment of the
objects in view, and it may therefore be necessary for him to apply to your
excellency for a portion of the militia to aid him. In this event, I am in-
strticted by the President to request that you wvill place at his disposal such
an atnotitit of force, of this description, as lie may require, to serve three
months, unless sooner discharged.
Very respectfully, your most obedient servant,

S. COOPER,
Actinlg Secretary of War.lg

His Excellency R. K. CALL,
Governor e!f Florida, Tillalhassee, Florida.

WAAR DEPARTMENT, Mary 30, l838.
Si t: I hlve the honor to acknowledg-e the receipt of your letter of tlhe

12th instant, expressing your readiness to comply with tile requisition made
upI)oni you, by direction of the President, for suchi militia force as thle officer
charted with the defence of' Middle Florida may find it necessary to call
for; advisory of the flighlt of the Creek Indians assembled for emigration to
the west, of the consequent alarm of the citizens, and of the measures you.
have taken for their protection, consisting of the employment. of a portion
of the militia, and of the Appalachicola Indians. These measures, you ex-
press a wvish, may be approved by the department, tinder the impression, it
is presuimed, that sUChtl approval wvill legally entitle the troops so employed
to conipensatlon from the United States.
The laws relating to the employment of the militia and volunteers pro-

hibit the payment of any by the Government except those regularly mius-
tered into, or out of, the service of the United States, under directions from
the President, thle Secretary of War, or a general officer of the regular army,
so that the formal approval by the department of the measures alluded to
would iot effect the object for which, it is inferred, you deem it.

'rue only way, therefore, in which the department could legally bind
itself for the payment of the troops in question, would be, to have mustered
into the service those still employed, land to have mustered out those who
have been dismissed, if LIhey would assemble for that purpose ; alnd General
Taylor, wlho has full power, uindcr his instructions, to employ such an
anmotunt of free, and to make all other arrangements necessary for the defence
of Florida, will be written to, and authorized to adopt the above course.

Very respecthilly, your most obedient servant,
J. R. POINSE;TT,

.Secretary of War.
ills Excellency R. K.CALL,S

Governor rf Florida, T'allahassee, PFlorida.
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WAiLt i,.,.ARTI.r.N', alne 2, 183S.
ii.t: IIiave had the honor to re:viAe your letter of t (2( It uInt ii no, anid

its enclosures, onl tile sulbject of tile appearance of lrindiais iii West Florida,
of tlhe 1ijars of' thle ilihallbitalits no depredations from themn, and of their desire
to be protected by a military force.
From your letter it appears that your excellency is still under a nlisap.

prelhension as to the power of the depart nent to iriake l)rovisioiI for tle sub.
sistvnce arid payment of militia called out by you for tle defuince of Florida.
'T'his is not a matter in which thle departmijenit call exercise its discretion, it
being liniited to rnalkingtyprovision for the maintenance of those troops only
which are regularly uinustered irto, the service, aind for tile paymnenit of those
so muistered into, or out cf, the service, under directions from the President,
thle Secretary of War, or a general officer of thle Urnited States army. It is
still further restricted by the wvant of rmeans to provide lojr bhit a verve lirniftd
force, as it is witeh the greatest diflicullty thwat appropriations can be obtained
of Congress for even the smallest possible anironnt ofl force necessary for Ille
execution of its duty of p)rotectiig tile inhabitants of F'lorida anrd elsewhere.
Hence the necessity of vestinjr the calling otit of troops, and takinj2 other
nicasinres, involving expense l)r the defence of lFlorida only in the grenieral
in command there.

Amrple authority has been given to General Taylor to take very measure
in his power to nflbrd protection to the iiihiabitanits of thwart territory, as von
have already been advised, and it would Savle tinie arid risk if, In aIl ex-
igencies of the kind presented in your letter, you would apply to himn for
tile necessary force, when lie could either regularly raise additional force,
so that it could be maintained and paid without difficulty by the United
States, or mnove to the point, when it is required, .l portion of that already
in service, and thuis save tlie heavy expense of employing miewv troops.

Immediately onl dlie receipt of your letter yesterday, General Taylor was
advised of the grounds for apprehending disturbances in \\est Floridat; and
lie will, without doubt, take such measures in reference thereto as tIe cir-
Ctinstahices mialy requttire.

Very respectfully, your mjost obedient servant,
J. 1t. POINSE'TT,

&Nccreltary of WrI.
HIls Excellency R. K. CALL.,

G(over7nor of V7loridet, Tallahl assee. Florida.

WAr D)EPARTNIn'M r, June 9, 1S3S.
SIR: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the

22d ultimo, enclosing copies of a correspondence between yourself and
Colonel Jackson Morton, respecting the non-payment of certain troops of
the Territory of Plorida that ivere in service during tile vears 1836 and 1837.

It was sometime since decided that these troops shjoild be paid by the
United States, alid Captain Vintoi wvas to have mustered them in order to
bring their claim to compensation wvithiin the legal powers of the dep'arltmilent.
rI'lle department regrets that lie has not been able to execute this duty, alid
feels called upon to take the mlJost prompt measures ill its power to have it
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performed, and AL jor Dearborn will be immediately directed either to at-
tend to it forthwith lifinself, or to desig-nate some other officer to do so.

Very respectfully, your most obedient servant,
J. 1R. POINSE'lTlT,

11is Excellency R. K. CALL, Seretary of War.

Governor of Florida, Tallahassee, I'lorida.

ADJU1AN 1 GENERAL'S OFFICE,
TI'Vas/ulnou, May 27, 1836.

Sm : I respectfully herewith transmit '; grencral order"' No. 34, dated
26th AMay, 18:36.

I am, sir, very respectfully your obedient servant.
Lt. JONENS, Adjutant General.

His Excellency, R. K. CALL,
Governor (!f Fluorila, Talluaassee.

- Ai)JUTAN1 CGENERAL'S OFFICE,
Wvahinlgton, June 30, 1836.

Sin.: llercvith. I respectfully transmit a copyof g1creneral order" No. 4:3,
issued from this office.

I alm, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
R. JU1N ES, Aaz~puzant Gteneral.

His E7xcellenrcy, R. K. CALL,
Governor of Florida.

ADJUTANT GENERRA'IS OFFICE,
W1'as/hiutort, Jul1y 5, S3t6.

SIR: I respectfully enclose, for your information, a return of the recru-
lar troops serving iii Florida on the 31st of Mlav, which, as far as possible.
is made up from the several post returns received at this office of that date,
anld where no such return has been received, the data are derived from the
muster-rolls of April, as explained by the note on the face of the return.

I ami, sir, very respectfully, your abedicrlt servant.
R. JONES,Adjuta7t General.

His Excellency, R. K. CALL1,
'Jalla/iassee, Florida.

ADJUTANT GENER.ALIS OFFICE,
Wash ingrton, .huly 2S5, 1836.

SIR: I have the pleasure herewith to enclose copies of some of my an-
swers to sundry communications on the subject of absent officers, by which
you will perceive that it has not been overlooked at this office. I have fre-
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(plently taken special care lo well ilfornm the Secrctary of War of the great
deficiency of officers for duty in the field, )tit lhe decides that objects of
internal imriprovemenit, stlrvcy s, railrod(ls, &c., equIllIIy df!mand his at ten.
tionl ; atll lie will not counsel t t ;ir tt e ab)Seit, officers so emrployed shill be
withdrawn and ordered to joill their -,mnipanles ;s or do I see that the evil
is likely to be soon rentedi d, severely as it is felt, and as often as it is coll.
plained of; by the few officers who are serving with the troops, and coml-
inanidimr in the field.

I an,)sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant.
R. JON ES. Ad/cutalt General.

Hlis Excellency, Governor C:,
(!olnzanwdinrg U. ;S; troops in F'lorida, Talla/iassee.

ADJUTANT G FNEI IIA L'S OFFICE.
Washingutoe, July 26, 1836.

Sil : I lerewith. respectfully, transmit copies of " order No. 49," aild
extract of No. 51), wviclih refers to two officers of the army tinder your comr
mand ; and shlel lhereatler forward suich as I may suppose wvould be ac-
clptalJle, or wouldliave nil y hearing onl the operations iii Floridla. Will you
be pleased to transmit, for the files of this office, copies of the orders you
muiy issue from time to time.

I ani, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant.
R. JONES, &djultant General.

Governor CAL.L,
(onunltalding inl Florida, Tilla/hassec.

ADJUTANTr GINr:RAL'S OFFIICE,
Wfrashington, A'Ovembcr 10, ] S:36.

Siit: 'The following named officers of the army,. serving in Florida, have
been summioned by Captain Cosoper, dlie special judge advocate of the court
of inquiry now ill sessioii at Fredericktowvn, as witnesses in the case or-
dered to be in vestigated by that tributil.lprsuatit to " general order " No.
65, dated October 3d. The summonses were transmitted to tile several
officers namieied, (hroutih this office, at ilhe request of tile jud(g(re advocate

Captain Drane. 2d artillery ; Lieutenant AMcCrabb, 40h inifantitry Lieu-
tenanlt Bletts, Ist artillery.

At the verbal request of Captain Cooper, summonses for Major Lomax,
3d artillery, and Lieutenanit G. Morris, 4th inflintry, were also fbrwvarded
throughl this office. III addition to the abovenamed officers, tile following,
lot at the time serving with, but belonging to, the F'lorida troops, have been
required to attend ; viz

lBriuadier General Eullstis, Lieutenant Colonel Banikhead. Colonel Lind-
sa1y, Lieutenant J. E. Jolinstoni, Captain Canfield, Captain Waite, assistantt
quartermaster) and Captain Morrison.

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
1R. JONES, AdiejtaHt General. -

GCoverinor CALL, Florida.
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'ITALLATIASSEE, Aullg1st 8, 1836.
SIR: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of' the

26th ultimo, enclosing a copy of order No. 49, and aln extract of order No.
50. In conforruity with your request, I herewVithI transmit copies of the
general orders heretofore issued bylrue relative to the Florida arimy.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
R. K. CALL,

(Co0nirmanding M/e Arnmy in Jl'lorida.
General R. JONES,

Adjdtta,. "̀-eral1, U. NS. Armny.

r1 ALLAIIASSEI, July 23, 1836.
SIR : I have the honor to report to you that, in consequence of the ex-

treme unhelalthiness of the garrison at Fort l)rane, on the recommendation
of the surgeon and officers of that post, I have ordered its abandonment So
soon as a suitable situation can be selected in its fininudiate neighborhood.
For the last tvo months, the sick report has varied from one-half to one-

third of the strength of the garrison. There is nothing peculiar in the sit-
uation of Fort Drane to recommend it as a military post, and I have no
doubt the health of the garrison will be restored by a removal to sonme
place in its immediate vicinity where the troops Will be equally as service-
able in defending the frontier.

I am, Sir, verV respectfully, your obedient servant,
R. K. CALL,

Governor and Commanding in Chief
General R. JONF.S,

Adjutant General, U. S. Army, Washinigton.

TALLAHASSEE, July 23, 1836.
SIR: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your several letters

of the 30th of June and 5th of the present month, wVith their enclosures.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

it. K. CALL,
Governor and Commanding in C(hief.

General R. JONES,
Adjdtant General, U. S. Army, Washing/ont.

11EADQUARTERS, FLORIDA VOLUNTEERS,
Camp near Fort Defiance, December 22, 1835.

SIR: Having heard of the distress and alarms on the frontier, occasioned
by Indian depredations, 1 raised a (letachinent of two hundred and fifty
volunteer mounted-riflemen from my brigade, and, under the orders of the
acting governor, proceeded to this border, where I found about the same
number of men under the command of Colonel Warren, of the East Flori-
da militia. I have assumed the command of the whole, making my force
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about five luitdrcd men. Thcy were raised, however, for onlyt founr weeks,
iand mrnanv of heIlli are badly armed and equipped. 'T'he services of these

troops: have been tetidered to Gencral. Clinch, and accepted, for the prospect
of delfe6idillg the: frontier. cani, sir, securely, grive you n adequate de-
sc ription of tile fronttier: inhabitants: The whole country between the Sin.
x .tILec anld tlhi, St. Johilns riverf.r the distance of fifty miles above the In
diatil botiiaryis ab'tidotIed the frontier ihtlabianits stilt up iln a few
niiiserabie stockade iorts, And the Indians travcrsilu the couintryat wLill,
buirniiir atdl'destroyitio whlirever thecy appear. Before my arrival, a' nurn.
ber of skiiz itshes hIiid takeniplacci in which the Indians were inivariably
suiccessfid.;iA few days sitice, a detachment of (3olondel Warren's com-
rnlalid. while on their illarclit. in the mitrtin of the. Alaclniia savaannah, was
attacked by at party of Indiais; his biagrtrayrc gruard was defeated. 'and his

atggragre capturedi Two days after, 1 marched onl the sa"Mie grotnid, recov-
eredl one wa~kgron, a carryall, and the greater. part of the lxi gagc. I t-ain
tended to:camp tlhat nigrhtut a- hose Xvithin: one mile of Fort Defiance,
formerly called Hlicantopy, where there was a supply of corni and fodder.
When my spies and advanced guard approached, they observed a house oa
tire; they pressed forward, atid.found the trail of a small party of Indians
leadingi into: a thick har uinock; they gave pursuit, and drove hliem iltO a
pond in vhich there was a thick undergrowth and a number of trees, in
which tthe lndians:were concealed. The volutinteers, led by Colonel Read,
the brigade inspector, gallantly entered the water and foulgit most bravely,
at lhwalf pistol, shot. as lonei as ant Indian or the flash of his gun could be
seeu. \\When the filhItwas over, we fond )ut four of the enemy kfilled-
iy loss wats four wuindod. amonu ihese vere Ctain Lancaster, of the
first: regiment, and Gcorge Johnson, of the secorii iment of volunteers,
whuilo fighting. bravely iil tlie front of the action. '1 .ry are all doing well.
except one of the privates, whose wouid, I fear, is mortal.

I have this norioient received an express informin. ime 'that the Indians
have crossed the Suwvnilee river,: anld are now burning and destroying at
tilhe Old Town. Matiy of mlly ien arc drawvn from that quarter, and ashiort:
distance beyond it. 'They feel much alarm for the safety of their families,
anid I mUich fear many of them will leave me to night. I assure you, sir,
the country requi es immediate protection. and it cannot be given too
promptly.

Yours, respectfully, &c., . :ALL
: ~~~R.K. CSALL,

General, Commanding Florida Stationf.
The PRESIDENT of the Unitcd &ate&.

TALLAHASSEE, Jitnuary 9, 1836.
MY DEAR GEN1gRAL: In mzy last 1 informed you of the situation of the

frontiier of East Florida. I succeeded, with the volunteers under my com-
mand,. in driving the enemy within his boundary along the whole line be-
tween the SuWanee and St. Johr.'s. :Having accomplished this important
object, we united with General Clinch, who commanded the expedition into
the enemy's, country, the-result of which, I presume, has been communica-
ted to you through the Secretary of War..
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The': termi for. xvliich: the volunteers: engraged having expired, I have re-
turned to this place to obtain from the Government the necessary force to
p iosecute the war. .s yet nothing has beeT donie. When 1 left Gen. Clinch,'.
nthe3d instant, he could :not hlave brought into the:feld more than one
hundred and fifty effective meL. Four additional companies were said to be
-it Tama Bay, or on teir march .from. that place to Fort King, hut no cer-
tail initellience had been received from thfm.One hundred anld fifty
mounted volunteers rnarched.froui dhis .place a feW days since. l ordered
tlie commanding officer to report hinisell to General Clinch, .by.hom they
will be eniplo ed as a protection toIthe frontier, until we are prepared for a
campaign. To put -a prompt anild successful termination to this war, ve
requ ire an army of 2,500 or 3,001 nien ;. about one-third of this force can
lie raised in the Territory; the balance list consist of regulars and militia
from the neighbor incr States. I shall return to the frontier, insome:capacity
or.uther,.so sooll as l cau raise a force of any description.. I.shiould be.
highly gratified to conarulnd the army, and believe I could soon bring, the
War to a close. I fear however, this I cannot do without injiistice to Gen-
eral Clinch; lhe is bbrave atiid good nian, but I fear he is too slow ini his
movements to conduct a ar.agriinst the Indians.

I had miany diffictiltirs to contend with in my late expeditions, ana'd, among
others, meeting a desertion among my troops; but the examples I have
made of the. offenders will have a salutary effect hereafter.
The force of the eneemy is variously estiniated,.by those best informed, at

from 1,200 to 29.0f0warriors, and it is confidently believed that a large num-
her of Creelk Indiaiis have united with them. 'They are well armed;
thev are uri,.rig a war of extermination, and will fight desperately. The
enclosed letter from Captain Fitzpatrick, the president.of the legislative
council, will. intiOrm you of the.manner in which arms have beeu furnished
to theindians. It contains otlier Vaihlable information, which I beg leave to
.ay before you.:

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
.. ~~~~~~R.':K.'CALL.

General JAC ISON.: R K C

Copiy of tle document referred to in 'te letter of R. K. Call, of the 9th Jan-
: vary, I.'M6,addressed to General Jackson.

TALLAHAS$EE, Janary 8, 1836.
SIR: Previous tomy leavingKey West,'infornration wasreceivedfrom Ta'm-

pa Bay, that a Spanish vessel bad landed arms and ammunition in the' neigh-
borhood of a Spanish fishery, at Charlotte's harbor, to. supply the Indians on
the coast. The surgeon of the post at Key West, Dr. Nourse, accompanied
Major Dade's company to Tampa, and returned in the transport '' Molto,"
and communicated the information to several persons, and:said he got it
from Captain William G. Sanders and:others at Tampa, and that there was
proof of the fact, as he understood from them. I well recollect that, previous
to my leaving Key.West, I one morning observed a Spanish vessel coming
in at the Northwest passage from the.direction of Tampa and Charlotte's
harbor, which vessel brobght no cargo,* nor do I know whether or not she
carried away any. to Cuba. The collector at Key West, near two months
previous.to this time, had suspended from duty the inspector of customs at



Charlotte's harbor, for refusing spintirious liquors to be landed onl tile island
where he lived, aned upou which also a S;panislh sutbhject, Ilained Caldcz,
lives, anntd wvhI is carrying onl a fishery, antid hIas a vesse:l trading there under
Span isih colors, manned in part hy Seminole Indians. There is but One
citizen of tile United States attached to the concern, wviho is the person thit
broght.t tlie changes aralinst the inspector, and who has been goincrbaclri
wvard and forward in the Span ishl schooner since that time. With this ex.
ception, tue fisher is carried oln by Spaliards attd Indians. and is owned by
a titan named l3adia, whevo lives iI 1lavania. 1 know that tile Spantiards
interested in the fisheries have been Much dissatisfied o01 account of tile pro.
posed removal of the Indians, and that they have heretofore derived nitoth
benefit front the services of tue Indians at the fiisheries, aned ott board their
vessels, and that this mian, Caldez is more dreaded hy. and has mnore irtfiti.
eice over, the Indians thani lie oughtt to have. lThere beingo nlo insp)ectlr
at this point, and tihe collector having sent thle revenlle cutter to New Or.
lanls, arins and aimn-intition, or anty tiinr else, in nnay quantity, cotild have

bteen la tided there at any time Wvitin impunity. As the sorithiern section of
Florida is very little known, except to tile Iltdians, I taels tie liberty to offer
you sucht information as a residence of rnore thlnll twelve years in titat sec.
tion of country has ettabled rie to obtain.
From Carte Roman, ott the wvest coast, to Cape Sable, aind front thence to

Cape Florida, are innumerable islands, frnited by rivers and creeks running
from the Everglade (so called), and having for their source the great Lalke
Macaco, where the Indiains go in their light canoes, and wThere they have
some towns and cornfields. TI'his part of the country is little kttown to tile
wvhlite manll, but the Indians are perfectly acquainted with it, atid if they are
dranvr from their present position, titey will certainly go there. I have
good authority, up1onl Wvhichl I cant rely, that niaty canoes, with womicen and
children, and some mcii, have been sent there some tiue ago, and if the
warriors aro driveit there, they catl sustain themselves against four-tinies
their number. 'I'hey can live otl the coonty root, which, abonnds il tile
vicinity of Cape Florida anid Neew river, atid the great abundance of fish
and turtle which abound in the rivers and on the seacoast, and wvhich they
take in any quantity at pleasttre, Fronm Cape Sable to Cape Florida, inside
of Key West and the other keys, there is but one white man livingwho
has ever penetrated it and passed through, and it is there tile Indians have
their liuintinga-grounds, and from whence they can retire into the islands in
the everglades, and can go to the east as far, arid eveii heyond,.New river,
and to Charlotte's harbor on the west. Steaunhoats of light draughit of water,
leaving Srnll] boats of the least possible draught, ire the only mlleanls by which
VOlo Call follow thle Indians iil their canoes. One should go to Cape Flori.
da amid proceed east to Indian river, where she call enter and go tip to the
Lagoon, and the St. Sebastian and St. Lucia rivers. Another should
go dowtn through Key Biscayne bay (where the light-house is) and into
lBarnes's sound, and pass through in boats to Cape Sable; arid another
should go through from Indian Key to Cape Sable, and proceed along the
coast to Cape Roman and Charlotte's harbor. *'jlhese vessels and boats
should, by all means, get pilots at Indian Key. and the neighborhood, vho
have a knowledge of tdie navigation, as any persoti unacquainted will find
tite reatest d ifiiculty to get along. I ain thus particular, because I know
1uciLtl inconveitience and difficulty will occur in the fitting out an expe-
ditioll to go ott a coast so little kIlown. antd I am certain that if the Ilt-

32L 278 ]



3 [ 278 ]

dians once et down there, they can sustain themselves for years against
a superior force, and that it will be imripossible to starve them out.

I very ntmuch hope that the Governirnent will see thle necessity of destroy-
itu, those Spanish fisheries, aid of' prohlibitingpr their vessels from carrying
oli ;any trade onl tile coast. 1 tender you iny services ini any way I call be
usehll ini any expedition wvhichi may he sent to any part of the 'Territory.

Respectfully) your most obedient servant,
(,. FITZPATRICK.

General R. K. CALL..

TALLAIIASSEE:, Ap7il 20, 1836.
i it: I have just received from General Scoit a copy of his otlicial re-

port of the 12th and 13th instant, wiasde to the Adjutanit General of the lJni-
ted States armiy.

1'row this document, it is evident that the present campalirll will close
without termninatilln thle war Withl time Indians in Florida.

Trle General expresses the opinion that " thle war on our part is in fact
scarcely betruvn."

'The militia from (lhe several States wvill in a fiwxv weeks be disbanded,
,and tIle regular troops disposed of in the different forts. So soon as this
shallt occur, the frontier oftI mis territory, for a distance of 200 rimiles, will be
exposed to pillagre and massacre by the enllemy, who, so far froism beilngl sub-
duLeld by our numerous forces, lhave been rendered more bold and darillg by
the success with.vlmich they have resisted our power.
The General speaks as thlouihll a part of our troops may be sent to Baton

ROulgre, at the close of the present campaign.
I hope, sir, this measure umay not be adopted, as I anvwell convinced that

the whole re-ular force now in Florida will be illsufficienlt to defend our
frontier during the summer.

I feel it try duty to apprize the department that the several posts at
which General Scott proposes to leave garrisons will not cover thle frontier
settleirments, and that a large and valuable district of country will be left en-
tirely detliiceless.
Fort Drane is the most western point at which he proposes to place a

garrison ; from tbence to St. Mark's is near 200 miles ; and the whole sea-
board fromi Tamnpn lay to St. Mark's, extending hack in the interior to thle
distance of from 50 to 100 miles, is an entii_ wilderness without inhabitants.
Througii this route the enemy may penetrate wvithin twenty miles of this
place. without being discovered, or may plunder and destroy the settlements
along the whole border, from Fort Drane to this place.
At thle commencement of thle war, ott ny own responsibility I established

two sm-nall posts oln the Suwanee river; these have been kept up and are still
garrisoned by the militia of time territory. The security of thle frontier of
Middle Florida requires that they should be maintained so long as the In-
dian war continues. If regular troops cannot be furnished for this purpose,
it must be done by the militia. So confident I ant, sir, the frontier will
be harassed by the enemy during the whole of the summer, that I feel it my
duty to apprize you of the danger, and to ask ior the necessary means of
giving it protection.

3



I propose to or~zarize volu itteer conmplianies along tile whole line of fron.
fler, It le tod inl roadi tess to ma rch at a oI0l]Ctit's warnillnr tO ally poiflt
wihichl miay e anssa ilcd. Iitt ve are w without arulls, atl lnl Illition and tile

anIIS of 51i lvi tilg prlovisiols. 'ie (rrealter ~part of the armis recei ved by
DIVV lj dt(cesso~fr ft1ol' t be Lrsettal at Awiif ilSta, were delivered to tite Georgia
troops. aitld %will nit be retiuired to this place.

I Illave, thIer!fore, to r 'quest that I mayv, should it he necessary, he an-
thtorized to obtion frontllm arsenal jt Alhaama or Lou1isiallal a sllfficient
SiIrpIIuv of antis ad aritiiiiititi;olt arid that I may be furnished with fuluds to

i at t, Sti r vrcy respectfilly, your obedlient servant,
R. K. CALL.

hor-. -LA-EWIS CA.ss,
&'cr ary (f I a[(r,.

TALLAHASSEE, April 22, 1S36.
Snrt: The several expeditions fitted out in Florida to operate against the

hostile Indlialls have caused the accumulation of a considerable dealt against
the G(ovetninf lt. both ili tile Pay arid Quartermaster's Del)partmients. I have
to relulest thtat the necessary finds may be provided for their payment.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
R. K. CALL.

lIon. L~I.vs (>5,s,
&Yerel/try qf War.

TALLAHASSEE, April 28, 1S36.
Sin I enclose year, herewith, a copy of a letter which I have just re.

ceived front thle colonel commanding tile militia of Alachua county ; frottt
which it will Orppear tliat, while ouir troops are arching anid counter.
marcihing ill tlt e enemy's country, woe are itivaded by the same enemy.

ttly a fe v days since, a body of 400 well-cquipped and well-mounted
meti IromIn Georgria, furnished OD the requisition of General Scott, after
mnarchring to r1te depot ol Black Creek, in Florida, without being sent
oti alny service whatever, (as I am informed,) were disbanded and ordered
hole.
The Florida volunteers, a well-organized and efficient battalion of 300

men, %vere (isbanded otre month before their term of service expired ; and
tile daVl after thleir arrival here, I received an express informingme that
Ihe Indians hiad reappeared in considerable numbers, and were committing
depredations on Our frontier settlements. It is evident that the enemy, in-
stead of retreating to tile south before the several divisions of General
Scott's army, merely evaded them, and remained in their rear, ready to attack
tile frontier so soon as it sholAd be left unprotected. Many of their
wvarriors are already well mounted; and from their success in capturing
horses, as well from the army as from our citizens, they will be enabled in
a short time to mount a formidable band.

I have had no communication from General Scott since he marched
from Tampa Bay; but there is no hope of his bringing the war to a close
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fiththe forces nowv in the field.' I understand lie does not intend making
tniotlier campaianl until the fall. ini the nean time. our frontier wvill be
continually exposed to the tomahawk alnd scalping-knife, and the safety ot
On!r People re(qires the most prompt and eflicielit measures for their protee.
tion. Mounted men alone wvi fi be (frective in tihe performance of this lutV;
land our citizens and their horses have both been so muCh harassed with.
the war, that it will be a very difficult matter indeed to procure any con-
siderable number of either diirin(r the sitrumner. rThe line of frontier to he
eJfeonded wtill be near three hundred nuiles in extent, and will require at
least 500 horsemen to keep the enemy in check. I have ordered out one
hundred from the counties of Alachua and Duival ; other companies shall
be organized as soon as lpracticalble, and held in readiness to march at a
mtolent's warning. The, people of Alachua, you wiltl perceive from the
enclosed letter, have been compelled to seek protection in the forts. They
will not be able to return to their homes during the summer, and the Gov-
ernment Nvill be compelled to supply them with subsistence. In this state
of things, I beg leave to recommend that the women and children should
be removed to some place of safety. where they can be more conveniently
subsisted than] at the little forts on the frontier. When this is done, the
men will more willingly engage in the service.

[it my last, 1 mentioned that there wvere large claims against the Pay and
Q11artermnaster's Departments, which remain unsatisfied. None of our troops
have been paid for their services; arid many of our citizens have furnished
supplies, for which thely have received no compensation.

I have to request that the necessary funds for that purpose may be for-
wardedwithoutt delay,

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
R. K. CALL.

ReIn. LEwIs CASS, Secretary of IVar.

Document referred to in Governor Coil's letter of April 2S, 1S36, ad-
dressed to the honorable Lewis CUSs.

NEWNANSVILLE, E. 1., April 25, 1S36.
DE.AR SIR.: Intelligence has reached me fromn belowv, that General Scott

has retired with his army to Volusia. The volunteers are discharged, and
our frontier will be left in a more dangerous condition than at the com
mencement of the wvar.

rhie Indians have,- within a few days past, spread themselves over the
country, committing depredations upon the property of our citizens. They
have shot a man at Alicanopy; have carried off 17 or IS horses from Fort
Dran e, u under the eyes of the garrison; have taken four of Colonel Humphrey's
and two of General Clinch's negroes. Fresh Indian signs are seen daily in
the neighborhood of Spring Grove, Mlicanopy, and other parts of the fron-
tier, which indicate a large body of Indians dispersed in various quarters.
The regular troops who will remain in the country are considered in-

adequate for its protection. The inhabitants below have fled to the forts
again, and some are removing to places more remote from danger. In
fact, unless you authorize the raising, of a company of men to protect our
frontier, the country will, in all probability, be abandoned; for our citizens
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feel very little Security, in coinmnittin)g their families and property to file
protection of the regular troops.

In this state of dii-gs, I feel it njy duty to request that you authorize
tile raising of one hundred men from East, Florida, for the protectioii of
our frontier.

Yours, very respectfully,
F. R. SANCHEZ,.

(2o1. Corn d'g. 6/h Regiment , AM,
Governor' R. K. CALL.

TAL.AIYASSrEf:, April 30, 1836,
SiR: Major Watson, thie volunteer aidldecaxnp of (Jeneral Scott, arrived

here last night, and reports that lie left the General at the battle-grotiund of
MIajor [hde; that he was ordered by the General to proceed to Fort King
and Fort Drane. and disband such ofthe Georgia militia as lie might find
at those places. lie says that Colonel lUidsey had been ordered back to
Tamlipa Bay with the Alabama troops, where they would embark imnme-
diately for Mobile ; and that General Scott was to proceed directly to VoltI
sia, from whence the South Carolina troops would be ordered hoine. Gen-
eral. Scott, lie reports, would proceed to St. Auguistine, where lie wotild
await the further orders of the department. Major Watson fully confirms
time intelligence I communicated to you in my last, relative to the exposed
and distressed condition of the frontier sQttlements ;. and you may rely with
confidence on tile most disastrous results, unless prompt and efficiez4t niea.
tires of delebnce are adopted.

I amn well convinced that it will require almost as many men to protect
our frontier as it wvouldl to carry the war into time eleieney's country. If tle
nientis are afForded nie by the Government, I will undertake to carry on a
summer campaign acain'st the Indians. rTh'e women and negroes atre eD.
gaged in making corn while their warriors are desolating our frontier. If
we can succeed in capturing them), the war will soon be brought to a close.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
R. K. CALLS

HIon. LEWIS CASS,
Secretary of I'ar.

TALLAHlASSEE, May 4, 1836.
Sult The opinion 1 have so frequently expressed, in my several conw

muniications, relative to the danger to which Our frontier settlements are
exposed, is iiow fully confirrned. Two expresses have arrived today, bring-
ing intelligence that an attack was made by time Indians last night ol tlhe
plantation of Jutidge Randall, about twenty.five niles from this place. A
niegro inan was killed and scalped, and two horses and a mule taken and
carried ofir I have ordered a party in pursuit of the enemy, but as yet 110
intelligence has been received from it. I shall immediately organize a force
for the defence of the frontier; but I have again to request, sir, that I may
be furnished with men, arnms, and supplies to carry the war into the ene-
my's country. I assure you, sir, there is no hope of a suspension of the
war during the summer; it will be waged by the enemy with all its hor-



mys, and, if it be not carried into the enemy's country, ouirs will bc desolat.
ed with fire and sword.
There are no settlements for thle distance of tventv-five or thirtv miles

from thle seaboard alonir thle wvole coast from St. Mark's to the 'ay of
Tampa. r'rhe intermediate space is a continued wvilderniess, anld the In-
dianis call approachl within five wiles of this place without being discovered.
If there is not a formidable force in the field, I have no doubt but Talla.
hassee and St. AMark's will be attacked duritcr the summer.
The greater part of the regular force under General Scott, I understand,

has been sent to 'r'arnpt Bay, where it can be of no service whatever in.
defen liiri the frontier. All tle settlements in that neighlbhorhood havingcr
lben entirely destroyed, there can l)e no necessity for keepingi at Tilampa Bay
more men than will he necessary to defend that post. The residue should
be stationed on the Sulwanee river arid at Fort Drane, and some commnanid-
in)Z position between those places, until another canipii 'cr is commenced.
The two cutters, the Dallas and the lDexter, which. were placed subject to
the orders of General Scott, anid intended, as I have been informed, to cut
off the communication between the Spanisil traders from thle isurld of Cuba
and the Inndians. lave been ordered to their stations onl the coast of Alabama
and Louisiana, !eaving the peninsula of Florida entirely exposed to the
visitations of auy vessels which mav be inclined to carry articles to thle
Indiars and take off negroes to the island of Cuba.
Allow me, sir, to suggest the necessity of keepingjr continuallaV on thle coast

arined vessels of settle description, to cut off all communication l)etween the
Indians and those who may be disi'osed to relieve their necessities by carry-
inc, onl a traffic with them.

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
IR. K. CALL.

flon. LEwxs CASS,
&e'relary of TYar.

TrPALL AHllA55I, i, t;, 1S315.
Stit: I enclose vin,h1erewvith, copies of several letters relative to the situa-

tionl of this country, from wvhich you will pereeive the rmany embarrassments
to w~hiichi we are exposed. 1 wrote, you by the Ilast mail, informil(r YotI
of the attack made by thle Indians on the plantation of Jutdge Randall
This morningc the Indians were seen in the same neighborhood. They
fired on two men, and wounded onne of them very severely. The party
1 sent in pursuit were misdirected on their route, and did not fall in wvith
them. I have ordered art additional force into the field, and hope soon to
relieve thne settlement from the intrusion.

I asstire yon, sir, the country is in thre most distressed condition land,
unless we are promptly aided by the Government, a large portion of it will
be laid waste. I wrote to voti some three weeks since for authority to
draw armns and ammunition from the arsenals of l~onisialia arid Alabama.
I have now determined to send a vessel to Tampa Bay to endec vor to
procure a temporary supply. I have taken tle liberty also of requesting
the cominanditig officer at that place to senid such portion of his commrriand
as can lie spared from the defence of that post. I have ordered 160 blorse-
rveln miob service, for the defence of Middle Florida; and if the Govern-
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inelnt does liot aid us in carrviyian on th.je wrar daritig the snurmmer. the
1,rnter parl of on r p~opulationi lutist be. under arnqs,, or thle country will be
alitzlidoned. Under the Oreselit sptezn, :thle troops: of tilhe United Srates
r.will :i sninlyV disposed ofin the: fortificatlo:s, while the people ofnthe r-
rilnrv will tJe ritrlngurilnr with tite enlelmlv ili thie: field. Thiis. lal sIlre,
elult k the iltetitin of tile G(over itnetit and I lope soon" to be informed

ofl tile: adoption :of nmeaNsures Wvhich will. bihln this savae avar to n close
I ll'lss -6imethming decis ve is done before tihe comimmencenment of our sickly
n:seilscja large portion of the country vill he overrun lbv the enemvy.
A pfart of the docnmcnt enclosed relate to a. snlbjecto- which i feel the

*deepest coucchr.: A blockhiouse wais bilt on the Withlacoochlie river, and
forts riJin of thle '1erritor)l ft there as a gzarrison. The 11measuire was a
]II(t ui.3judiciotis one :inid .if the men have not already perislhed$ tieir
sitUitiO siS perilosl ilthe extreme.

.: :Oul will perceive, frolithe letter of Gen'ern ClinCH, and the proceedings
of OIle council:61. wvar hl-d at Fort I)rate, that it vwas deemed itmexpedientto
Send a force to their relief altho1llh tihe distance was not more than thirty.
five or forty. miles. lHavinghzeemidisap'poinited in procuring the boat which
relled on tube senlt on thisservice, in thle event ofmy request niot beint( com
pli'd 'Wittl as a last resort I have sent to thle Appalachicola for a steatll at
ogo1 on lhis expedition. If I suleceed in getitme one, I will force the enter-
pirise tip thei riIcr. and relieve the garrison of the blocklhouse, if't has nlot
alrnadV been destroyed:

.1 anm, sirrer.y respectfillk, your obedient servant
R. K. CALL.

I 10iMnI Lm:w isWISCS,
.tcretar'ofWlar.,

to/u;ei of 1/dicrl weuits: riferreil to in ihe letter of'R. AK Call, of.iMay 6,
.S36i, 'addre.~sed t. t, e kiwi. LeWis Cass.

HEAvQTAIRTI.RS, 12th RIG. FLOR. MILITIA,
:Charles k'erry, April 16, 1836.

SIR: I take a great deal of pleasure il announcing to your excellency
the 'sae returni of my men and boat froim the shores of' thle W1it lacoelie.:
I uais ordered liy General Scott, on thle 25th of Mlarch, to. transport, as
sp~edily as possible, fromn750) to l,(0tJ bushmels of corn. to hisarmy.

Agrreqiblyio his order, l prepared two boats. with sutflcient bulwarks to
wt tanald 3uany thing like small artm..c, and, onx the morning of tle 30tth, set
sail flor the nonulth of: the river.. IV ith thle exception of a few embarrimss-

mllems: on the nmud flitts of tile Vacassa, our voyage was. together a
pleasant atid an expeditions one. On reaching the mouth of the river, my
adjutant auid myself took our seats on deck, where we. cold make observa-
lious. Wse saw some fresh indian tracks on thme.sanid.blmllks. On arrivicg.
at Capt.lin ( ralzanil old blockimouse, then aboUt half-hour by stin, I ordered
anchors to be ctst..6 fid, i the course of the nigh;: had:erected a sbbstan
tial blockhouse-such a one as wonld hive secured us agaitust Oceoila and
his tribe.: My itistructiomms fromn the coummanding general vere to, fire a
rolley of muskets on1 enlterian the mouth of the river, and ever successive
n:orning at ninc o'clocJk until 1 was responded to bykthe right wig of the



rIO; and, in case of no respoilse lby thlc M3d or 4th of April, .1. would rc-
tuitii to 1ll sttiti.(l,

Ajconrdil'n-y I wvailed tintil the iii, tlnl, 1aving heard iiothii fr f-om tile
arltlS set saSil to'tIIIV stAition, (leaing( 'Zptilill 1 1,illOiiiali ;i d CompilLniy,
at tdleir (;lttIlerhti(ctlkhStill ('liiCf O lO(iiOliSC alld( pIroviSiotis, ktlOWVIIir,
as vell as I colId kimkow 1ati vtiigr ill fittr'e, 1i.itt tile provisioniS wouIld be
winter.antid watn ted thelere. Fro in ie iunit me ral)le faStistnesses otil at river,
tilhe indils "ill resort to it fro('i1 time to tinic duiiri g(r lieo war. Ali Indiail
dog wvas siot b)y olle of tile selititlels the day be!lore I left. 'Tlie establish-
eltIt olfap;lost 1it ICre vill hei rof grr(t service ill iotoctilic lite prosperity of

the fionitier, and preveitilogr thu, Indianis froto driviilir stock, and culttilln
ofl'ev(eryN, t(iill(r lik coimC nunca1-1tlinibllby boats between tile Onltiticoochly rind
VacLSSait il1ihbollmood

'T'lhe Indians, I aill inforlrwdet are ill tilue hal)it of goitig to tIle Vncajssa
iieigorhood.lmod. aill butehe t g beI,el drvi ti- it, alt d carry iii g it upl) the With-
lacooclliie ill their cattwcs. Aly lvaltlh for the last motohtlihas been gradually
declini iur. I aii now b[lit a walking skeleton, wvitIl a chironic coll(ruig and
chill aiid fever. Rlvy prayer to yoiir eel helitcy is, to perillit int e to resi
tly comitiitatid. Minie is really a case of lih(i anll(d( dea0;th. If I remlaill in
service{.?. I shall ertaiiily' l isetly Iiie. BY relirirg to somiie hialthiier Clitiate,
thel, ~'i(](8tlIl n 1 ltlVi111N' IIea1lt0l. If voti thillk vithl ii1e that
til r\tetiill 1lot triiawte beft'oeIllext srli p,atid prefer givnilir le a fur-
lotgl, mitlil the Ist of' next O)ctoier, it wVotild slit inC miuchi belter, for I
Nvxishi t see tIe close Of it. I have shiowni every disposition to statidVIIb V
be(fill. coullttry while lhad streng-th to sustain tue ; blit illy po\rers ate
nowv -mti. It is fouir nntilotls auid a halIf since I have heell ill actliv(! ser-
vice all 11w tltro. except it fe(w\% wete,;ks ill 'T'allalhlassce. [ertilit tile, ill reUtir-
ill-r frollu office, to recoiiillet(l Iliv adjllailt, J. McCatits, as mlly successor.
Ille is a uool ltacticilalt, antId, I iltil k, a brave nan, atnid possesses every other
quitalificaie1tio ecessa vr to tile miak itg all acecillplished officer.

I am, respectfilly,
JN0. MCLEMORE,

Mpijor 12th flerl. lorind Militiaw.
His ExcelleIcy it. . CAJL.

TALLAIIASSE I:. .i1)ril 26. 1886.
Siit : A few days sittce I received a cotlliiimmeatioii from Ma'Injor Mcie-

more, tSItaionedoit the St;wimte rfont iet, inftoriniirig 1e that, uitnder orders
rrolii CGen eral Scott, le lad( aseentdud lie W ithII ac((Chi!, and(Cerected a
blockhl house 0it the south bink, some tell or tw,.el've miles above its mouth,
aiiid that lhe had left a grai risoti of fonirty me in tle blockhouSe and a large
(l1itai Oitoffcorn atid pickled hIeef. TIhI}S morning at daylildt, Major Read,
of the! IVlorida bataldioti, atiIved at t lls tlacet fronttiliOhIthI of tie WN itlila-
cooci lie, ii !riiit tile itteIijreuenethat lie discovered, at the mouth of thle
11Ver, o(e Ihaltf of a large flat -hloot, which hIad beelt cut ill two ai)iltetitIy
wvitii uat ill axe aitd Ily .n111 litpract ised had. I [is descri ption correspondids
With that gri elt of tile boat left. at tile blockhouise by Major McLenlore, and
I have every reasOn to fiar that thle blockhouIse has been taken anId thle
garrisotI 111,;1.Sacr(1 by the itidian.S. IMajor 1Re1ad reports that he saw a
uutmiber of fires extedlllill on11g11(r the coast as far west as the Yacassa bay,
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nnd lie has no doubt ofthere hein -a larJehod iof ludians iii that: quarter:
I.have thought it proper to coniiiijicatt t(his iiitelligeiice to von, aild to
sulgr'ratmst th~e:propriety o'f sendioz, a force to the bljckhouse to ascer.
tai] thei fat 6nlthe garrison and it theyareisttill sale to bring tlilo f un.
lecs it should he deemnedlnioro expeldient v thie :conmn,-01diujg ollicertoicon.
tinule the I'brce a~t thtil~I;ace. 1lileTdetachmet senton this service shulId be
strolizeiinnuli to ineet a considerable force. as I have no doubt :o there
heing a large.!)od. of` thlc edneitty. in :tht neighborhood. lThe blockhouse
Callbot be mare tililj thirty-fire or fortv iiniles from lFort Dranc. Bitt should
it .e imnpracticahile for you tou.1 isell 'alic ilit force hy land to ascertain:
their fate,'Ilhive orderedda fortifidt hoat to hbe in readinessat .Siltallee Old.
toWil. to proeved. %yiti a part of tile menm at ti'at plce1to the relief of ithe
garrknli. and.ltotraiisport it back to tile Old ttownruntilss the coniriatndino
general shall otherwise direct. Yonu will thereiforp, be pleased to seind an
.xpress to TII ijor McC'aits cornnaiandinz at the (ld tlown, and itrmlimnl him

whether trIops have lweti sent by land to tie relief of the blockhoIse, or
whether the bo at which will he iin readiness shill beseit,on that service.
Major Read' was not opprized that: tlieLe was a hlocklhouise and:' arrisoii oni
the Vithilacoochic until, his arrival at St. Mark's and. the disbanditnr ot his
cornrmmand.:
The report of his examination at the niouth of the Withlacoochie will be

made to you in a few days.
It is reported, on good authority. tha~tthe Creek Inidians have manifesteod

a rTtic-S disposition, atid some a;pprehension is expressed of' approilhtuing
hostilities with them.,

I arlnsir very respectfully, your obedient servant
R. K. CALL,

Uorennor of Ilr'oda.
General SCOTT,j

(Jr t1e comtimnditi oicurat Fort. Jraiae.

I.EAI)UAREiS, nIG1T WtN1G.I FLORID.A AUlY,
:: :; l~~~~I~rt LIIrenie. April 2(J, iS:3ti.
At a council convelied this 'evening to ctisideir a propositioii submitted

bhyie brigadier general, counmrnaIuding, were present-
'Bri adier General Clinchl,
Lieut. Col. 13ankhead, 4th artillery, 'Major Cooper, Georgia voluHteers,
Captain Tlarnsto ::Gplaitl Leudrurn, 3d artillery.
Captain Lee, 3d artillery, Captain,Wharton, Ist dragroons,
captain 'l'cmpkins, 1st artillery, (,apaii: Seymoulr, Georgia vols.

Capt. Foster, Georgiaivolunteers,' Caplain' Brown, Georgia volunteers.
Trhe question proposed was on information furnished by a letter from

Governor Call, thata detachment of Florida militia had ascended the With.
lacoochie river nine niiles above its niouth onl the 2d of April. ti der Major
McLeniore. and, after constructing a blocklhouse, had left there forty men,
with, several hundred bulshels of corn a1Jd a alrge supply of salted beef;
that Major 'Read. On his arrival at Tallahassee oiu the 26th of April from
rrampa Bay, had reported that', in passing the moutli of the Withilacoochie,'
1li had discovered,; boat~cut in two, vWliaic he h1ad reason to believe. from'
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tile (docriptioll of tile boat left wvith tile detachment, to be the same. Gov-
clror (';\l stulggeusts, ill his letIcr to the comimiandill r gelleral, tile propriety
of send lii a force fromi tliis place to the blockhouse, to learn the fate of the
garrisonn stating, also, if thalat conild not be done, that lIe had directed a
force to (ro from Siiwaivv e Old town in a fortified hoat (tile force to be sup-
plied by a part of Major Alc(,%ants's command there) to tile relief' of' tile Le-
fij'ili.II(.lt

Tile qiuestioln submitted was onl ills in formation and it was decided
iunainionslv that a force adequate to the purpose could not he marched

froi thlisl)ost. Not mole thain three limii(dred meni could be raised at all
(a1ilahle of ,l11lcllr; that the physical ability of these is questionable, tilewhiole beillngrjust returned fromt a moost f;atigrinigr an (I hIarassiiig campaign, ifl
estate to0 elIlfeeble(l by expo)0sure, hard mnarchi ii rg anmd sic kness, to tlln dertake a
me\v xpmelitinin of ouie hliuindred miles; thlat, adm3jittiir them to he capale

inl o(her reslpects, they are not in sulliciient iiumher to (enter tile hcart of the
eillmy's contltry. 'T'here helin,, no other troops l1OwV operatillm in the 'Per.

rilolw, tIley must expect to ciIcouinIter tile wvhiole streugthi of the enell-Iv,
wihichi experience hias shiowni to he conipetent to resist successfully the at-
teui;)t of a mIuchi largre r force to cross tile Withlacoochiie. 'T'he blockhouse
is oil the opposite si(Ic. 'I'lTe effort;o be mnaide from the force here would
leave this frontier entirely exposed.

C. Ml. TI1lusiroN,
C(altaini, acting Assistant Adjutant Genceral.

EIEAID(UARTIEIRS, RimmT WVcI;, FLORIDA Amlst.
Si : I have only a momeint to inform you that the force at this post

is denied inusufficient, iii its present state, to give thcl proper succor to the
detaclllmlelnt lelt onl the south bank of the Withlacoochllie, wvlichi I deeply
rTere t. Yotir letter on that subject has h)eell forwarded to Major General
Scott, now at licol:ita, and a copy to Major Ac('ants, commanldinr on tile
S~~iv~illee. I hlave ulrgredl 2W1Major General Scott to call into tile service of
tile United Sutaes, for thle terni of six months, if practicable, at least 201)
1lll ed mien of tlie country. rilie regular force in thle con ntry is not
sitfl;iiClt to give lie necessary protection to the inhabitants ; and, unless
soulle 0hit rt is made, this stctiLon of I'lorida will be, laid wvastC.

In ntmich haste, I remain, with lhigrl respect, your most obedient,
1). L. CLINCH,

Brtig. Gent rul U. S. Arin-.y.
l;s, Excelleiicv Governor R. K. CALL.

SYNER'S, May 2, 1836.
SiR: We did not proceed more than five miles on1 our scout this morn-

inz before we came upon fresh sig-ils.of Indians ; after goingr a little farther
we fIilInd tIle camp which they hIad jUst left ; there appeared to be about
30h or t) Indians. I lopinz, hIlo\ever, thIat I migrt lie ab le to fight my eight
11dl" airainst the numiiber. I pushed forward for seven or eight miles farther,
whenllew came ill Vie\V of the Indian cow-pen, conltainingtr 250) or 300 head
of cattle. I prepared nmy nmen for attack, andc advanced withimi about 250
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vards. whew thle Indiansshowed flint to thac number of 30 or 40. hIavjn
every r.i gi tOiSilvPaOSCato'niiibtisc dc between s, IVthen called acoue nl
of air which resulted: ill an: abaiadOjetzit of all hope of beillr able tk:

diiivct, i.nAIgiih by a. attach They alid about 1.5 or 211 IIorsciiie. who
dro a,-aloit ,tit .c itIknidlei tliurricd theieoff: with great speed. el)eply
1i.ortirii1 sit was, Iifhd to xvi thraw my little company, vhoio I could
110?. lstSi\.or suevn teii' iaviirath meien.lt fisaitIagaiit t eir 'torc(v. Il at';th6 silleIr me:

thle advanrta? of ; hnibubscade. lt I hlad had a corepetetforce, 1 coulI
wiot otily hi;Lv deprived theni of their cattle.but could 110 doubt have given
you .a (rood acmo'iit of the elienly I had lot. only an interior fare;, blit
lily Illeil wcrL lbadly armed, hiavin r10o pistols or sabres. Mv. dear sirrif
youI-ill oly give Mie ten 1 c;I :kecp the Indialls ill check oil tllis front.
tier; but. at present, what c; 11 I do'! I cannot express the deep morlifica.
liOiI l lcel at lntbeto Iable to fdictthose fellows today ; but I coulddo
n0ot i irr bt s.rifice 11lymc.i I founId, dtIso, at Goinbulin's and other
lacess dlownlthdre. a. largret quantity of cori nd potatoes, which I am wholly
tiiiable to aemCiore. Sylfer s property is valnLbk to the con ntrV, amid isd ow
cntirelv expo-ed. Tlie lidiaiis w ill loUitiCi to Grather cattle from thlis
lleirlbolhood wwithout riiy bcin1 ablc to prevent it. .Sciid me hut tnmell-
1 call iotint ll) or 5 muore ; aind thius torcC, though. smitall, will certainly
do soli(.hiiiltr. 13ell.s boat a iotet .aririved as soon as it does, Iwill
cilibark in thal-expediti(m to rclieve:G£pthuaill 1 illonluati.

TIh sta.t is all iiportaitone, and I would pledge myself to kerp the
froniti'r defi.inded, Kvitih proper arid adeqfiale flicans. Surely there is Fmatriot.
ismt:illno-F1i ill Middle Florida to ussis.t ill lofiirtJlics Isco Idre(!ls I
swas accOlIplaiieci by (';iptaih Tovnksend and Sergeanllt lajr Sears, ho
comllposed :two of ithe eight. .

Yours, iii haste,
-J. McANTS, Mlr,

C'o-maiding (at S'icalec Old)lwcl..
Governor It. Ii. CALL.

TALLAHASSEE, may S,S36.
Slit I III et without an answer to any of the several letters I have

written relative to the situation of this country, and our condition eeCouiles
*Iiore and snore embarrassiii every day. Last niiht a sciitimiel was fired
on 'at St. Mark's by a party of Iindians, and this miuornimii a. 1iiinxlbir of
tracks were seen at the place. I have sent a detachment oft horse ill p1r.
suit, andl~ hopele thley rmav hc overtiken. Outrares are nWnwnlmost daily comi.

iiiiIednldalo otlr whole line of. frontier.. 1 atmi nlot adlvised of ally'rnematstres
iavii~t hzbee lil laker hy tilhe officers of the 'Uited States arlly for mor cd felice;
and oIir sparse populatioii mlst be brought inito ie field, or tle cotniltry
ahandone(d. I an.lj exceedingl- anxious to l)arn wliat measure's will be
adopted by the Goverirnniernt, arid hope soon to hear from you on that sub-
ject. Thle counlltry is already greatly harassed; and,Iifwe areriot aided by
the Governmient, the consequences'nmav be fatal.

: ery respectfully, yours L
Rt. K. CALL.

Hon. LEwis CASS, Secretary of TWar.
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TALLAHASSEE, May 10, 1S36.
SIR: I enclose oni, herewith,.copies of tvwo letters received bV express

from East Florida., trlln which Vonti will perceive that tile people oMI. that
frontier are not only iln tile hiNalest slate of:.cxcitemenit and 6larn, bnt in.
the niost: imi-niflent peril. In a. sparse poplulatioll likle onrs, scattered over a
rast extent oif country, with a ficrec and syLVUagre etierniv oin our l)orders, the
means of self detfence: cannot he expected: atnd yo. nmust be aware, from the.
reslt thllat thi measures heretofore adopted a6re entirely insufficient.

I obtain. no information from. tl..e oflicers of the 'Igovernment chaTred
with6t:l defence of theifrontier. The onily lettt r 1 have received from anv
of theml, since I *canil into office, was one written in rep]v to one fror
mie h copy of which 1: enclosed VoR a few days since. Ou06r citizens are
sla;rlitered in the: immediate vicinity of the posts: and the only intelli.
getnce I receive of their sufrnri gs is from tihe survivors. who escape to the
interior I should feel, no dispositiot 1to inquire, into thle mode of defence,
if it proved sticcessfil bult while the country is bleeding at ever pore,
andi is threatetidcd with desolatifih, I mnust :be permitted to speak plainly, sir,
and as1k whli, nicasutres are proposed for :our defence. lf I h1ad the means,
I should not isk assistance,. bttt wonld carrv the war at once into title enemyfs
connttrv.. Our people hiave been Creatlv harassed by the vzir, and tile re-
sontrecs orf many u're ei.tirelv exlhaiised. Their personal services, their
provisions and their horses, wevre freely. triveii r the public use ;tiut they
lhave as yet reccivek~ rio rt neration wIatever.- The predatory hands of
thle en;iy;re sti Irowlmiiq in oiirneliborhood. Several detachments~of
horse ire still in pirstt;sa iht, froml the dense hammocks in which they
secrete themiselVes. ecery pirstit h as beten unsticcessful.. 'T'he miiglt before,
last a house wXas bnrrit by'heLlndianns viWithin tventv miles of Ithis place,
and wihliin two or three iniles of Wvhere there w1eredifferent detach1ients
in pursuit of' themll. 1 xhall still persevere however, and hope yetjto over-
takc and destroy them. This, however. if successful, will produce only
tempnorary relief; for there is mmothinsa. to prevent them overrunning our
country, if they press forward immediately. The ene iycan bring 1,000
wvarriors on our frontier. whenever they think proper;, and the onlv success-
fiil mode of defence is to invaded their country, atid keep them eligaged at
hoine.

I am, sir, very respectfully, yotur obedient servant,
R. K. CALL..

llon. Li.wis CASS, Stcretary of liver.

TALLAHIIASSEE, May 12, 1S36.
SIR: Thre copies of letters to which I referred: itIrny last were accident-

aliv onmitted . thetare herewith enclosed.
O* l -esterd iv a lad wvas shot anid scalped by the Indians while pilouigh-

ing in thle field within twenty: miles of this place. I have yet received ro
answers to time tnaijv letters I1liave addressed you relative to the -ituiation
of this counitr . I lope, sir, measures will be promptly taken to pay up the
demands against the Government, and to provide for our defence.

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, R
0 ~~~~~~~R.K;.,CALL.

Ilon. LEWVIS CASS,
Secretary of iVar.



i "//ies rf the dIoreunrtts refcrrel to in the leitter of I?. K (C1ll of Alay
12, 1 ddressedI to t/ie Ham. L. C,'(uss.

I'RG1''sILILlANDI, 1llvy 6;, ISM.
Si it tInformation llhaS jiSt reached licre that the li(litidis have attacked

live xv l ilen aild( two liezrroes ear Ali:ca opv--16utr killed anld thlreees.
callf -d two of wvlomIioin .r Wliladed ; the people all below tIiis are aban.
doniir tOli counatry, a rid the Indidaitans Iihave possessioll with11out Opposition.
I lhve siminnion dt, wlhiole r!ri meltt to nicet liere to morrow, arid tlheir I
sialnl repair to tle frntitlerin,and Ithie re awnit. your assistanice. The poelple are
so 1ii lic coliliseld,Ia tiere w ill be 1Pw tiliat wvill ieet ; I theierellore wish
Vyil to (rive IWie 0( nrs to liaie tihe vhileil recrinient ili nutial service. I
t inetrore ililest filita yor will ord(ecr (Coloiitel Siminmi erl aitd to Ithave the 121h
re- i awn t orr;laliz((1 arid ordered inlo aotial service. I wish you to order
t\w( limiirid r( or t to lhiuiidred arid fitI v mn fromn idddle Florid a there is
p11 vis tort eloti hi tihe Coul itry for6- tliei r suplipnort, nd1(1, iimiless sutclh assist.
arice is grrnite(l, (ihe count ry mnust hue abandoned entirely. The few re-
,rulitrs that are at (.'tml) Kil_'r anld Fort D)rane afford little or no protectioll
io tIie couiintry. 'I'lle p people have albanod onted tlic CoLinitry, so that there will
lbe provisions etlogirlhI ,it less destroyed by tite enemny.

Yrorlrs, in 1iaste,
COLTON RAWVI-S,

Li. Col. 6i/1 rcqriment F. il.
Ills )1;xcelloiicy R. K. (CA LL,

(lover/tor nf Jl'iorid(i.

NI.cVAN',\NSVLLE:, Fojur GILLILAND, Mlay 5, ]S36.
D)EAlit Slrt: Since writilic to you the other day, several families have

comec into this place, arld state that every lCrrily is leaving- Ilocrtown settle-
mIternt. I will try to get as niany to stop at tlls rilace as possible, until I cain
hear froiri you : the people are inore alarmed tlau I ever saw them before.
11' I Catitally oite huind red Imcn at tliis place, I wvill leave a guaird wvith the
womioni andiclildrca, a id proceed to thle front ier wvitl tlie halactue, aid( en-
deavor to ailniallt ilil iiy (Tro illid nittil Ii(d Call reachi IS. rlTlhe peOple -will niake

tasritd at tlis lilace, provided speedy relief call lie had ifiiot, they must
break from thte country.

I am, sir, very respecifully, your o(lbeldit servant,
('OLTON RAWI.S,

Lt. o'6l. 6itf regimelt 1P' 11.
IHis ExCellenCV It. K. CAr.r,

Governor of t'ioridat.

rALLAIhASsE1E, MIlay 12, 1S3(.
Sit: I have reason to believe that fraudulent clairis against thle Qularter-

master's De)cpartinmtt have been carried to Washilliton.r Some were ire-
seited FOr approval to tile aetinggovernorr hefere I entered oil tlme duties of
11W oflice, whic wvere unsustained by tieoria-al bills of piltc i ase. W hten
the persoII presenitiiig them found they would be scrutiriizmd hiere. ite re-
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tired with the :,and I presunc lie has gone to Washington to have themn
SIIIpporme(1 l)y G;overn]or E~aton]. give after lie Was ollt of ollice. If such
hlave heeni p)resenlted, you IIIay rest assu red they are fraudnl.en1t, tned that
the frautd call he detected if proper illnquiry is made.
Very respectfully1 your obedient servant,

R. K. CALL.
111on. Li-vwis CASS,

IS'ecrerary of I'ar.

TALL, IAMASEr, May 12, 1836.
Mv IDLAn Gr.VNERAL: I have written to the Secretary of War almost every

mail since I entered on tl-e duties of mny office, relative to tile exposed and
distressed condition of our frontier. To that corresp~onidence I beg leave to
call vouir attention, as I have yet received no answer whatever fromn thle
W\ar l)epartinent. The last canipait n] was a total failure, and resilited only
in exhausting our resources, and giving additional confidence to the ellemly.
So falr fromt coricleuiew nily part of their country, our settlements have re-
ceded before the invasion of the savaues, who are now undisputed masters
ol all the country east or the Suwative, beyond the reach of gunshot fronm
the forts. The inhabitants of' that cotintmy are confined to tile little stock-
ades which. they have erected inl the different neighborhoods, and are fre-

:nlly destroyed when they venture out in pursuit of subsistetice for their
ilin1ilies. Having desolated that part of the country, the eneemy is turningi
liis attention to this. Maraudingr bands are nowv oil our borders, divided
into small parties, which continue to harass and destroy the frotitier settle-
metits. In addition to thle ontragres which I have already reported to the
Secretary of War, yesterday they killed and scalped a Ind while plougitirig
in the field, within twventy miles of this place. A detachment of horse ar-
rived onl the spot very 3oon after, but I have nlot yet heard with what suc-
cess time pursuit has been attended ; but, hitherto, they have evaded every
pursMit, oNzriog to the dense hammocks in which they conceal themselves.Tou are aware, sir, that the country on our seaboard is low and swampy,
intersected with lagoons and marshes, and that there are no inhabitants
lncarer than twenty-five or thirty miles from the coast; thus presenting aln
open avenue for the approach of the enemy as far wvest as St. Mark's, and
Within a few miles of this place. The sparse population of this country,
exhausted and harassed as it already is by tlue war, I assure you, sir, is
entirely incapable of self-defence, unless they abandon all they have, and
concentrate ait such points as may be defended. The nearest post to this
place is Fort Drane, a distance of 150 mileses, and the garrison is unable to
drive the enemy from the immediate [vicinity]. 1 can hear of no measure
proposed for our defence ; and I assure you. sir, if something is not promptly
douie, that this country will be desolated during the summer.

I am organizilltr it force, such as wve are able to raise; but it will be quite
insufficient to ksee'p thle enemy in check any length of time. If I can, by
any means, nssem-lble 2,500 men, I will put an end to the war in ia short
tine. The ipronler way of defend'lln our country is to carry the war into
that of the enemy.

I am, dear General, very sincerely, yours,
R. K. CALL.

General JACKSON.
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TALLA17ASSEE, AMay 14. 1836.
S: :Is,, enclose yon, herewith, a copyof a lc.tter just received, giving
furtder intllienticc of the sWKh-riuug and distress of olir frontier inhubjtanis.

:1 lavt written to you so freqncriily on this snjecV, *without receiving an
answer whiutc cr. that I despair of producinganny beneficial result bynuvcor.
responade~cc; I nun, nevertflel[ess, resolved to do my duty, and leaVCe the re.
sponiluhlitv to rest out those Iwho fail, after due notice of the necessity Of
prompt action, to pr)vide for the protection of the frontier.
You will porceive froiin the documenit enclosed, that t iere are four liun.

dried womle Wand children at one post, who have been: driven from their
:homes, leaving behind them: all they had far support. If the Gtovernment
is uillable to: reinstate and defend them at their homes, humanity would
seeml. to require that they should, at least, be carried to some place of safety,
andl provided. with. food, tinder the resolution of Congress passed during
the present session...

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
R. K. CALL.

:lion. LEWisN ASS,
Secretary of War.

Oopy of the dcuntent referred to in the letter of R?. K. Call, of M1ay 14,
1836, addressed to the Hon. Leivis8 (Css.

NEWNANSVILLE, -May 10, 1836.
Smr: Since forwarding the express, by Mr. Ellis, I avail myself of the

opportunity by Major Holmes, of GeUtburg, of informing you of the awful
situation ini which we are placed. I:have had, this day, an account of the
women and children (only) taken, and the rapu.1:t isfozer hundred, most:of
whom have fled to this post within the last two days for safety; and God
only knows how many more of those unfortunate people may come in. as
all below this have within the last twenty-four hours broken uip, and left
their homes and their :all at the: mercy of their savage enemy. Those who
have concentrated here are determined to male a stand, and, I think, will,
to the last, defend their post, as there are many women and children who
are:destitute of the means of getting away from here, and necessarily com.
pelted to stay. Notwithstanding the scarcity of provisions injthis part of
the country, and the destitute means which the United States army has left
us as regards haurling, I have this day ordered out what few teams are in
the range of my power, to bring in what provisions are left us in this part
of the country. I have, also, for the protection and safety of the inhabit-
ants thus fled to me for protection, ordered an extension :of the pickets, and
the erection of two blockhouses, as also a storehouse, within the pickets;
all of which I deem necessary for their safety. Rations have been ordered
to. be furnished them, which will continue till further advised by your
excellency.
The greater: part of the people here are stck-owners, who are anxious to

make this post a last stand, knowing, should it break, there would be no
other this side of the St. Mary's river.

1 shall have here from eighty to one hundred -men, who, thus far, have
shown a willingness to fight. I am confident of their valor, and, could it be



possible we calm be fi rnished with] mil-ltllutioll, I 11ave not thIe least doubl:t of
beinlr ablile to defend this part of Alaclmna. 1 will, as soon as prijcticabl)le,
s'l(l) Olkt al m1ounlted l(Orct, of forty (r, filly lmft to scouir the lrfntier, and(, oi
thiir rertinrt, drive all cattle which the(!y 11mayV hlll il wtitlh ttotlis le
vhlich cattle I shall have drivel to tile n1ortth of SlltilSna e, which rmlay be of

llselhere alter to alIv troops whlo) mW) y be sent to otnr rel lf, and at 1tle same
time prevent tlhe IndianS getting t hem. As I Ihiave before stated, there is
still a (qla;itity of' corn sonltil of this; it not protected, it must be destroyed
bL tlie mndillals.

lolpitlnr thle return express may hear some niews of assistance, I remain,
ill hiaste,. your inost ol)edient servant,

COLTON RAIA S,
Lieutenant C'olunel, corn. 61lt re-,r. F 11.

1P. S.-Colonel Sanchez is at present absent.
His ExcellenIcy R. K. C,%Ir,

Governor of Florida.

TALL.NITASSEE, May 16, 1836.
Slit : I enclose you, herewith, a copy of a letter from Lieutenant Wallker,

cononan;-idilln tile blocklhollse on thle Wvithlicoochtie, all accoulnt of which I
gave you inl a former letter. Threlrce men made their escape from the l)lock-
honlse ill at canoe, and arrived at St. Alrk's last night. TI'hiey confirm the
statement made in the letter of Lieutenant Wallker, and rel)resent the gar-
risonl at thle blockhlouse as being in a Inmost deplorable situation. Tlhe steam-
boat, which I mentioned ill a former letter havingf been sent for, arrived at
St. Marlk's yesterday. It has been ordered here, to be fortified by construct-
ilngrO bu)lwvarlks alnd, so soonl as she is ready, will endeavor to force a passage
up thle river aend relieve tlm garrison. It is the opinionr of time mnenlwio
have escaped that we should hfave to fight our wvay fromt the moluth of the
river to the blockhouse. The boat will be wvell prepared, and I hope wvill
ble able to destroy maziy of the enceny on the expedition. Tile blockhouse
is within a very few miles of the principal settlements of tlhe Indians ; it is a
very important position, alnd, had I the means of holding it, I would not
abandon it. If the steamboat succeeds ill ascenlding, the river, (as I laave no
doubt she willl) we shall then see the certaiiity and ease with which supplies
might have been introduced into the enenmy's country, if tile proper steps
had been. taken : the main body of the enemy has always been on the With-
lacooclhie, and might have been fOund there. 1 ami sorry to say, sir, that
another mail has arrived, and I haive yet had no answer to one of the many
letters I have written you relative to tlme situation of this country. Perhaps,
sir, when too late, you mav find that tIme information I have at different
times coirntiunicated was worthy of your attention. War with thle Creeks
is now redlucedL to a certainty. Florida will then be between two fires; and
what may be tlme situation of this country two months hence, no human
foresight can predict.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
R. K. CALL.

lIon. LEWIs CASs,
Secretary of War.

47 [ 278 ]



Ct)py of th/eildorcumet rtftrred to in the letter of 1. K Cdll, dated 11May
16, 18:313, addrlesved to the lion. Lewvis (k;ass.

CA MI P MCLEMI o i,, Ma(y 1 0, 1836.
I)iEAn Silt: Vc have remained here the Wvhole time sicec VOL' left us,

and wvere attacked onl the 12dh of April, at dawn of day, by a large [ody of
Indians; since which time, we have been surrounded with then almost
continual ly, and have had upwards of twenty fights vith themr), and have
had only two of our men killed (Eli Sealy oln the 13th of April, and our
captain, E. flallonman, on the 3d of May) and five others slightly wounded
'I'the loss of the Indians is, I think, fifteen or twenty killed. Onl the 15th of
April we had an engatrement with 400 or 50t) Indians, which lasted tvwo
hours anid forty-five minutes ; during which time they (rot possession of our
flat, wvlzichl drifted down the river, and was destroyed by thlemt. So wve
have had no mneans of gettihz away from here wvithtout relief from some
source, as we have not a man wVlto knows the geograp)hy of the country.
We are elitirclV oLut of every necessary of life, except corn and wvalter,

alnd know not where to look f;r relief, as the ti me which you appointed has
Clapsed by ten or twelve days. And we have not heard or seen any thllinf
of the army, or any other person, except (Powell's) yelling devils; alnd their
veIls would have been silenced lonr argo, if we had had mren enoutgh: for you
maV rest assured, dear sir, that there are some figlhting, fovls here. Poor
fellows! it is a pity that they should ever starve, tor they have fought well,
The sending, of tllis express is full of danger, and has been delayed onl

that a1ecotiLt, hoping that the boat might come to our relief; till we have
given it over. I am under title belief that General Scott wrote to you that
lie would come and( get the corn which wvas broughlt here for the armly,
and relieve us himself, and that is, perhaps, the catuse of the long, delay of
the boat ; but, sir, wve are here, sultiering; tand hope )you Will conme or senid
persons to our assistance as soon as possible.

Yours, very respectfully,
L. B. WALKER,

Lieutenant in command oJ cowp/any A.
Major LcLEMsoRE.

TALLAHASSEE, May 24, 1836.
SIR: I have this moment received your letter of the 14th instant, njid

knust apologize for the warmth withW which I have expressed myself illmy
correspondence with you, in relation to otir frontier settlements. M\y apol-
ory wvill be found in the embarrassed anld distressed situation in which I
found the 'l'erritory, and my great anxiety to relieve her stifferings.

Agreeably to the reqiiest contained in your letter of the 5th1 instalnt, I
have communicated to General Scott nty views in relation to the defenice
of our frontier. My letter was borne to him by an intelligent centlemnan.
who will demonstrate my plan on the map of Florida. I enclose you,
herewith, a copy of it, to which I begr leave to call your attention. In the
present position of the troops, they give no protection whatever to the set-
tlemezts; nor would an army of ten thousand men produce the desired
effect, located arid employed in the same manner.

At Fort I)rane and Micanopy there are several hundred troops. They
are situated within the boundary of Arredonda, as described on the map of
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Fbji-idai, and the eiienemy is iiimittid ispi(ted possession of all ar-olundthemlil ,an1ld.
asf1tr solith is Dill's postoffice,N(hlich, lli fiotti tite a,

niier filly miles. leather heyIre evervIIIplovcd Onscouilts to(I rive hack
IIhe 1nnaudi ngblilnlds of the eelilmy, Icannoiot say hult certainly it is, our

ci;izen1s arn san litteredln theirHimiiit-diate vicinity, wtidtli whole cotiltry
is desohlted astlarniorth(is the poIlns I hive nientiotted. Only a frw days

since awhittiiXttai aulidj liiN, fi-titlhill orilide, old Nero, were -ilot down by

tilefiludias,wViile illlitilg cattle otiol' n of these posts.I meilosedisa
Copy of aIt let tei fromYi 1 Mllse t sivyin all accon it of thelii ite.

AX t rTwilll Bay there cannot be lessthlai three or fouirhliudred neln,
whereIltere isliohilllt to protectbuit thle post. Anida shortIltul esilnce, a

citizell, whohltd ttkelii refiLte there, was shot bythlelidianis whilelitititic
cattlebutt a sh ort distance from the post.

n

I etelose volt, also, a letter frorAMajor McCants, ofth e Florida militia,
cotniid M_(roat Sn \vatiee Old-town, from wh ichiyou xvwill perceivethiat
tis post, is so rrontided bytIteen emy. Imnmed iatelyon) receiviitileilitel-

li1rc(tiee, I ordered a detachnient of horse to his relief,atid I hope theymally
arri!e in ti ne tocIItoff' the retreatol' theItidians.

I aml wellsatisfied(l sir, fromthheSittatiot' o our contIltry, and thetiatre
of te enemy, that t le t lan I have proposed toGe(neralScott is the only
otteii wtwicll onr frontier canIe e snecsslitIlV defentded.

Bv collcentratitlg tie forces attileriotit of the Withlihicoochie, (ori Arma-
ztra,aSit iscaled ) atid, immediately aiterlaildilig, it' wm ake a rapid
narchli titotlic couitry, wsetays1rprisie IeC eiernly aitdcatipretheir
wives s and chiildreit, whlich 'ill betheI Illost etlectitdlilealis of pmuttin aln
enid tothle war. Atat y rate, we shallhe abile to routtiiemfiom alltheir
neihll(horitig seltlelltents; destroy theircont ; captureticeir cattle; and give
titeall silellceliployrri lt at tl onie aswill leave thelnl n1o tinie to itivadi, our
frottiecr. It'GeiteralI Scottsitonuld be ordered to take conrintiatd of'tile army,
whiich nt stlecessarily be etaiployed waiaist the CGreeks, IsitoulId be grati-
fiedTby beiir direct(ed to lead thle expeditionsagraitst tile Seninioles. Sip-
piDes of everykild,f( r such all (!xpedimion, areill abulidtidce at Fort
Brooke. ud many eitasilyhe tratisported to tihe monthof tile NNithllacocctie.

AppIrelcitidlllu thattiue Creek Itidiatis may attempt to retreat to. tltepe-
ninisilda, for h1e rutpr)ose of tillitill gWiti tile Florid a tribe, IIlalve sellt Gen.
S&arcv to older with the Governior of' Georgiai alid A1.M. M Ilker, tile
secretaryof tite 1'erritorv, to coliter wiit Ilie Goverutor of Alabama, on
thesill'(ItI;tard have re(quested tiat a formtidaitle force uiaylie placed by
eahil of tilose( StaItesonl tile southern aitdeastern frontier of' tlte Creek ila-
tioll, for tie pullrpose of' preventitigjr their escape. SlionlId thismeasIi re be
promlp1)tly adopted, we have notilingr to teiar; but should it be longcr delayed,
a larre portioll of'tler'elrritory aiwy be desolated ; for I hiave no doubt itis
the it eitculio of tlhe Creeks to locate tiemnselvt s oitl the pemnlitsli a of Florida.

It' (Geor'i.i all(1 Alabaina will take care of' tle Crieeks, an~d my plan for
thedcIellce ol' Florida is adopted, I have no dotl)t of tlhe result.

I atit, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servatnt.
I. K. CALL.

lloti. L~wvs CASS,
Secremlry of War.

P. S.-l legr leave to refer youi to Bernard's map, as ftirnislhing the best
description of the Withlacoochie or Amnazura river.
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Copies of t/he dici7mn 7Ifsr rfirrdl to in o(verntor (Cull's Ielter ef/ 2'11k Mfy.
V'6;, ad(cxxul to 1ic/ lotnubie Le/l.is. ISS.

'A LLA1A.S.A i -':, 3lbiy 2:?, IS;363,
Sili: I have recciv'cd a lettr 1-romr the Secretary of War, ili Which I tM

requetsid( to comimiuinlic1atc yviewls lo voll. oil Ile sulject of defenvice for
the frolieir (f Florida. Thu JIresunit linec to be dt'fildtd is VxtelPsive, tile
p)Op)tilaitiOii Sp;arse. aildtthe country :o ilitersected witil swairips
,iidl alilaiioclks, that I should diesuImlrl of "WiniViL pcrtfict JiiotCcti)ii by any
inurnhier of' fortificationis Withlin lii prese.iit ien i is of' (overnnmet t to erect
dillur lIhe sitinim er. TIhue line of del. ice mayx;, however, he greatly reduced
in (11 gill)sI(avanjciri ouir posts ni arc r tile illellii, alid oitr security pro.
njomtdb(( Ca1r1.yiig twile war itit() Illri couititrv. I wivuld thierefire respect.
fuilly Sii~ig('st a(lt die prtr'selt forts shotild he glarrisoncd only by a stifliilett
n1itiler'1'' (it, nion to hold thenil ias ralvling(r )Oi(its auild as places of dopowite:
thlat all CilC aVailalVuieib tleili' forCe, Withl ish assistanlce as we nally be ;Ialle
to pr(octire from ilie seatIici and iilarlinS f the Unilited States, and the imiili.
tia of tile errlitorv, lIe assembicdled to iiake anl expedition to hile Withla.
cooclic. It is iiomv Iftilly ascertailned. that, thirouwyih the chatitiel of this river.
suir~l~less ina.stali~ltity rimay he introdultced and transported %vilihit a short
distaimce lf tIle Indian Settlenmenits, 'ITlhere is safez aimelioragre ofl tllc 11otitlt
of di(e river, fronrt wleiice the supplies nmav he conveyed tip ii fortified
lighiters to the place where the depot sihonltd he estalhlishmud. The troops
front Key West, 'T'anmpa Bay, and New Oi leans, with tile seamei and
matliiies, a iid lile n iliti a from t lis part ol the coinilry, can betra nslported to
the monotil of the river. 'Thime d disposable force froin 'ort D)rane can niarclu
across tihe colltitrv to Sitwance )ld-townl, frolil wIhen1ce they call be coil.
vee( ill a sta nmilawt to uniite villli tdle otiler forces. So sooii as a jiluiction
.Of time diflereimt troops shlla Ihave taketi place, I woulId propose that a rapid
yn id spiritedt marcIhe made on thle Inud ianiis whmere theey are settled oil tile
river and its viciiiitv ; and, after routing thetit and destroyingE thre CIcoti
whuichl they are ciiltivating, the troops miilght fall hack to a healthy position
on tIle rivur withinii the itifitetice of the sea breeze, where a strolg(r frtified
camp migrht be constrncter. from wIIcIICe tilme eierny may lie harassed b)y
freqiten t ex\cirsions ittto tlieir settlements. Byv tde aid of sniall fortified
boals, slnppl e's Dmigtit he in Crodcneed t hrog(rh the chaiinel of all thle streallms
elptpvlulr Imltu tfi( (.;tllf b)(letwen tile Hillshorotighi and AWithmlacooctirie vers.
From this fortified canmp, I Would keep tip a coiitiinual coniniutiicatioii witil
Fort )rainue b)v a detachlmemtt of horse. 'rhie distance Would not exceed 3.5
or 4() illnes, ifirot6li an ope i country ; and a stroncr patrol thuals etmploved
would (01Ietliallvy protect the whole frontier of M iddle and L'atst Florida as
fir as Port D)rane front whllence another patrol of lorse might be extended
to tihe St. Johni's. 'l'iiThs we shotlId not onlv cover all tlie frontier settle-
meents by a short line of defenice, hut, by griving the enemy cmployinetit in
his onzX cCuOntrv, we should throw him onl tle defensive, and leave him
neither tinie nor opportunity to invade ours. One thousand men, thus
posted and titis employed, voildd (rive inore protection to our settlementS
thal tcli times tlie nnit ber stationed aloriz th'e line from the Atlantic to St.
Mark's, on the tirlfof Mlexico; all of zvhich, youl perceive, presents afrontier
perfectly accessible to tde invasion of the eieniy. The Indians are jo1w
crossiigr tle Sitwanee ill great numbers, and, unless timely assistance is
aflorded, this flourishing and prosperous district of country will be laid



,m,-e diii -1tethe Silmmet. \\We ilhl St Sti o11,l witlihtie enfllntSCW\ le \v! ifcre
mnd it were better that this strttgrie shouldic nmiiitaiiied ill tiheis tlhat in
on r own country.t vIhen tue simaiteightr of wvotmlet and children initt he tile
itri-tVil)Ie reCSuIt of t1e COnfliCt, After iteariitr, that it was yonur Intention
ti) setii a plrt of tile force frontrlomiiTma aly to take pi(st oil the SkIwaeiie,
aid the e!niei lIFiI~tir pr)peard. and conmmitted onlmtr-(es with iii 25 inilcs of
tIlis p lace, I ci a rtrerd a vess;el, atid senttIer \iEthi a rekiltest to tilue o0n11111ntidC.
imr officer at Tampa Bay that a portionOIf lhiS forCe titiijt Iie iiitttidi;1teiy-
sent to St. Mark's. T11I e vessI retitit Ieloaded with a s a111dprovisions.
Th1e schooner Motto, the publhi ic transport, t;111ie Withl -a Ca1ror( Oto ie s1me,7<!
kind, i)bit ito men were sent. I inriniediately chartered another vcseli, alltd
setit her hack with a renewal of mny requc( st to tlhe cotmann idimg officCIr,
which I Itape viiVI prove more successful. A partt of the Itit rommitlcnt,

ider command of 1\l;1jor Foster, I learii has been sent to New Orleans. I
would resl)cctfuijy snIIgTr(eSt thle propriety of ordering ti is force to retitrn to
St. Mark's. \vital such additional regular troops as may hfe drawn fronm tile
tarrison at Len isi a ti a. O(ur Situi atiOnI. Sir,1I Iissn re you, is on e of rreat peril.
Joi the north, we have ilie forniidalie lioxer of thme (.'lelks oti the So uthm.

tlie fierce and warlike Serinoles. The former w ill sooti lie drive ll rbfore
the forces of Gcorria and Alabama, and wvill no doubt attemlipt to forml a
titt1 Nvi fon ithlie Soemniiol es. Shounl1d t iis ieo doiwet. i(i(lie Flonrida will
present one dreadfitl s ti)e of cariiwtc and desolatjiot. 'I'lie settlements be-
tween tiie Creeks and tihe Florida li ie are already gi vin,%vngy, and the in-
habitanis rettirinZu into stoc(kT..adres.'i'iie po erlr St ates of ( eo rg:ila and Al a-
hanma should he required, withotltady;, Ctitlow a sttl'oVi, itO;tC(e 011 their
sontliern fr-ontiers of t lie Creek countrv. If this l)e tIot piromptIy dotie, sir,
the cotie(qnzcinccs tlniv be fatal to all Mliddle aid West Floridl;a. I shall ad-
dress the (Govci'tilos of tise States ol thle sitihjcct by tile ntiil of' to-miight,
and hope they will adopt my smrrugestiotis.

1 am, very respectfully, your obldcielt servanlt,
3t. K. CALL.

AIijrur General Scorr.

OLD.,DTOwV MAy 19, 183C3.
Si : Yonr express arrived in time to save this Statioim. Tlle tiirn heree

mutit ied twice to leave tne ; they have quieted dowti fo1r a short liirCe, but
I do not mno\v at wha.t tithe they will desert tine in a bodyr. llii f'(- ust
conie iil a ftCv davs to save this station. I need a reinforcenmetit at this
place ; tie Indianis are around us in bullyinig style, and (itt r forec barely
sufficient to keep tile posts. A few days since, they k illed a m:n1i of tilis
station, who itad inmst imprudently, atid contrary to itll it structiotus, com11e
froin the other p1ost to tilis, Wvithout arms or iuards. 'I'he intformatiotlilt
respect to time frontier of Jefferson anid Madison is wvihlat makles tile milen
liere so disinclinied from tile performance of their duty ; atnd I thillk it ini-
p bossitle to retaiin thtem longer thaim next xveek. A temillormrv relief of 20
or 30 men maly sa;ve this station, if sent in dinee. I amillalso in formed, bv
the lieutenant ill ciharze of Charles Ferry, that tile r en there are deter-
mined to leave that post on Tuesday next, regratdless of consequences, on
the ground that their time is expired thien. The term of service of thle
men here will eud about the same time, and I have reason to believe
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thalt the'v .llrII,.; t(atI stations at ontrc. The mm 1ic~renac in iflren!l
* Sh.l. iz t i:iz.layIll o.ftenl unabzlesinkeep ulp s::fflietit. ,nlubur of se.
ine 1s:l rr saI ' yo, troie plhie. .yiuicri's pllitation, where I lind comn.
zXsd;tat ii, I', ui.e rnfuri .dwvin, dstrroyinrig a large qnaiTrtitV. ofprn.

visjoiIls of i very kiiiir.. I await thie a;lrriv'al of rwex';'tTesdav wVith mali5
aI}ri.rhllen>i'din l t1lout tAIerefr6)i, appe.oA tofountl i! thr most earnest natn.::
ncr for tile safety of tins jicz.AbIa rge nuber of Indians are now arnoind:
U8.S 1u11:ig t vrry (if;ort to cut off Illy ntie n ; some were in tiltet's Beld ihis
morilig, awid I p ect,t withI lily presornt uniLuer, tfi alave niany of niy men
clii orf ;missiog and repassinz between :the forts. I nm sensible of theim.
poriatin- o1f this statiomu, and, therefore, tremble for its fate. I would con.
centratetlheilttie IIere at fDahney, but wost, of our provisions arc at .Mil.
Jer's, atid nie h vtill rlicealns of retnoving them. Atjother reason is, that if
.Miller sels oik the miel: will not remain ; of this,, 1 had a trial yesterday.
ill litfe (iigto reinjove those forces here. 'Tle bearer of this express.
&rgkeau1t'lylor, will explain fully oar cojiditio.:

Yours, &c.,

Alis Excelletic R. K. CALL.

: J.- McCANT&S
Meijor, commanding at S',sncanee,

JA4CKSONVTLLE, aliy 14,1836.
*S'&: Your orders toCol. Warren, of the 27tli ultinio, were received by:
nme, ald opened ini his sibseiice ; Col. Warren having goUe to St. Augustine,
as 1 aill inifrnied, by request of Geti.. Scott.

1 iiintilvdiately forwarded the orders 'to him, and proceeded to take meas.
'res for asseinllizl thle quota required from onr regiment. I ani cotufideat
thlt tlhe (otzIlil will make every exertion to justify; Ele confidence resd
ili1i by y;tiu, id will immediately proceed out.

By letter received froin Col. Raws, I am informed that Capt. Wm.
Gimlhihols, aliid Nero, our old qnide, were shot near Culernisfort last Thum
:di~v,: I hcvevwrilttet. iu answer to his application for aid,,h:twe will d
all we ran, tind hopetoabe at IN'ewnisyihle on 'Fhuridiiy text.

lhdave called on tile: quartermaster of the United States stationed here,
and he relilses to issne on nmy requisition, besed .upon your order. I am
alxiously}sw.ilitig Col. Warren's arrival, to hear how he wiMl act in th.

aj;,in r. e call procure any qualntity here, of the njerchants, if the Uoi
ted Stiales will onily pay or nackiiowledge our accounts; bat we have been
dislbaiJsdi:.d icc the 1st of Mlarch, alnd not one ceiatpai'd to anybody yet.

i.m, sir, vcry, respectfully, your most obedient servant,
W;)M. . MILLS

Lieut. Uol. 4th Reginatnt FlOwida Militia'
H4is: Excellency R. K. CALL,
;omcror of Florida.

TALLA jA~e~g Mai25, 1836.StR: I enclose vonu Ierewith, a eopyofa letter just received from Gene-
*ral Eustis, from which it appears'that Fort King, the last post hicb w



53 [278]

lheld in tlhc Indinn country, lias been aianadolicd, t. t.l a part or its ir
risot hlas I'ee'I : t uisviIlle, aid thle oier to Sautii i)tridre
aoti far distant front the IPr,; philace. Thuls our trips are rollniwdln uip
tlie retreat of the :people of the fronfler, leaving: the indians ill (qulial pos-
sCimll :of all the country they hive cotiquuwred. A pa-rt of tIh Il l in-:

fajntry,. under coimniand of 1jor 1lIster, has left Floridal fo:r New Odlevas
or flaitoti Rlouge; I would resl)ectfully sUtcrtestt t these should he ordered
to return to Plorida, with all others th it lin y k sparud from thue gLrrisons
of l0ouisialna.

If there are troops that call be) withdrawn froin the northern stations,
thev should also be ordered 't Florida.
ihave received your letter of the w3ubinstant and with regard to that

part of it which auitinrizes lte to raised a thioulsand volunteers, in. c;ase the
meas-ure should pass Conigress, I have oily to ohserve iat~s'tch a force can-
iot be raised in Florida forawypurpose and if we ornot receive assist-
aice from abroad, the country canliiot be defeuided.
What you have remarkede oul the sulbject of pursuiunc the mar-uidintg

parties of the eieiny, is ceritatily correct; but w iery I woild ask, are Ithe
hlirenitri you *llprl.)(SC to lx redy 'at very poitit alon'r tile hille of front Iier,
fur tirceeutidred Mi.les, to diblliot. and purstiu tile fidiadins w heuiever they
appeair? If l liad the horsetien, this is whatt I sliould d bitt I k tow not
where to gret them. Thle re.rulir troops youl ihsbrye, "oui'ht not to be re-
quired to do more thau hold their positions, overawe thle en yi,' &c. As
to overawig thie etietny, tlhi yeyt have that to laerii. as tli Indianis hold
tiecountry all arolind themi;.aud they tnigiht as well lhold their pjosittions in
anyv other part of tlhe world its this, for the protection tht V. ive to our set-
tleuzenzts.

l anj disposedlto make every effrt in my power to save thieconiutry; but
if I have tiitlier. tlhe weais nior the power oif doiiig so, the respolsihiility of
failure will uot rest utto mnie.

I am, Sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
'Ho..

R. K. CALL.
Hon. LEWs1CAS::

.Secreary of Wr.

;1EADQUARTF.RS, A.M.i1 OF: FLORIDA,
St..Ai.*tiiw,2May 1 IS36.

S{R:MaltAjor General Scott h1Is evidently left her-', under ihisirnetionis
from) thxe Wa~r ~epartinent to proceed to the Cre Nation, and i us directed
tue to assume the command of all the troops iin the lerritorv of Florida,
He has instructed me to communicate freely with the Governor of F lor-

ida; aand it is therefore that I address you to inform you that, in Pursuance
of .his further instruictious, I Ihave directed the garrison and sores to he6
withdrawn from. Port Kn1z. and one of the conipalies now at tlhait station
to hle posted at Newliaiisville, where a large nuubiber of iilthabitatits r qu ire
protection; tile other company ivill he posted at Santa le bridge. to cover
itte commultnicatitill with Carey's Ferrv from Fort Drane.

It is greatly to be desired that three or four companies of the Trritorial
mniliiia should he nittsteted: into the service of the Un-ited States; anid, if I
2a1 uot misinformed, General Scoi communicated to von his views of that
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Sill ,eCt. _errtititItn 1,t"-e IC) ieZt that hu.epeiSoitl ilc flour er.
I*?nrc~'' mi'iditibe wltofa i ill iiidtRiCig' the. IPrusidelnt to send dtreeor
J.111trct,.msori(!yriii, eastern seaboard.
I ,ll. it IIgreat rv~pl-tct, yoUr ihunlie servt iltty::::: !\;~~~~~~~~1311AIfiA1;1: EUxsTIS,
:lrigudtr,&eiuLI'r i,fiiL itd- ts

ILbs iC&"pi":vR. K. C .....
(;n~u'~or of wuidu.

TALLMTAS AE,iliqy 30, 18,6.,
I,liiAt CG::rIx r. : I iLVC just haid :thle satisfation to receiveVIur

- lter of., thfe ]Sill illsialit. I accept, Wvith grcat pleasure. of tile trusf yIo
Jii, ecc ift rre3 oilt 'dwi; I ~proninis vow that I wzillJ s ll t an end to
t1e1 war ii lPorida, or ptrinI ia tIle atteiilt

1 11111 (iisappnnhi(ed. hlowsever, ili Riot receiving ati ordTr from thei Secretary
:f WNar, plahca"Iti. iln ceniuiand of thle torcs itl Florida- i he aI tter,
Ili:itidt1ItflLI 9i II froit i:ilt, it. whilik he spiakls oi tile expected. passage

l te law fir ,llttsrvolmiiltivrs, ait] (ubhierves:% Itrist youliare makio,
Hi thel !ltt etatiylttc r bor ti m plo\ni(it ol ite re(qisite force

a " S(On tR1i IlIiLl;reII, isiictioiedrhs,(o)1bFtjilr Th'iiSIjS all lie Says on
RYi;,tt sa, ~j-,-;. h'i~t l 1Iotpe, Ii-< -thle liiasil wt'vlich i:'i:l arrive. tie ddav ar to.
lI:Lrrq..,A1 Ihall. receirt: the ecissicary: orders to eullulu nip to assu. com.
t1i'lJidUd,:i Comtimence mity .prelparationlS fir a CampaigLIIf. rl'The ch rater, aS

:evll as Ote: position. of:iet wiziv.has been entiredi' misconcellvd lv our
Xturals . zalid ije statte of their movemttents lorbids tile possibili y of thicir ac.

.iIM~lsiNfi~l.r ally limit of iprtalne. Youlr o0Il)iOIl. with regard to the
niode of'eratilla i1n tti s comiltry ismentirly correct. No irlnv Cal nmake
sivs elattpaigrit ailt iided bka large trains ofbcI g;.s:iccesstiii *WaI~satifrl!;ltit-lsOR3l5~r~al~lrre fbaagacre-wOns5. 3By

nqpid and fJorced imitrclsesitite eetmy baybe surprised d tie:. womei
;1a1d chidreiidn capitird. I tet 1 verv confildenlt that I shidl be enabled to ac-
ionijplisih hls. to some ex'eijt at le-wt, in a very short tine:after I enter the
et:oilnt:rv. fii n.o;iltitlr did otu .reijerail.& ColnIilit: a greater blunrder during the
*;1,stCaRlalipl thall il] tile IOiiJIS at whielh theIlest ilsltd titjir depott, and

the rowccs oRI whitiell tile Slipplies %vere co(dlucted. .heT Witliacoocitie is
thc stronghold oif tisncileriy: their " ives and chldlreitthuir cattik ajd their
ili n~e~s, are :ther.r i otllt the cliam. Il of trlis river, supplies of every
eb-scription Call tich'ltrotdteed wvltii, tel~ity liRes of tile prilicipal settle-
iflibmtq. II shall nl:ake a. i It it Witih ml htorsernhei alone, iui order to attract
tile "Ltliteml)iR oftheInd3iid s illtlitt lillarter, vIzilascead the rivcr atC. it
il fortifji hibtnit.. wlRJii nc he jproti ectt d itht our supplies by a 'verv iew
mnrn .wi;il,: ,I nd wit the mauin body aind nnrch imm(diately lupon them;
.td I havi. ito donict I c in be ii their camps mid fields before theyvire
;k*aare of mtiy ipprnr ~i . icflw s eaClt Ie1iarn. is one of :the first .i all
d seovcrC (itl lik oItet. Ilc is the %var spirit of.the tribe, aud, if 1 CaRive
:him a groot! :.i.ippingl it w ili bring the nation to PIs senses.: So:soon as I
;,iit pwl~azeed in} con~ii~illfJ va:on nmiy re ly, sir, oui mv tadoptig tle mnost proulpt
tildener rveic reiaslires for carr iieir the xwir into thle enemr's cotintrv. if

iiu. order s!iolad not haLve beeni givei hb the Secretary of WVar before yon
* rveiver til s I PCitit i 1orit ardedAimnlediatelyaFter. It is necessary,

; fo titaut Shotild bL lur tihied with funds to -provide the necessary trans.
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p1srtotili. P1,oISViSiOaadforaget III2irlitit ablill(ltllice is ti1)ob 10(d at Trittpa
W;i': hiut \w'. Sllhial wtilt veSSelS t(i Cal 1 V it to the 111n11 tht of thel Withif-
i)(hio, anidfillisir hOuilS t ) carrv it ill) that river ;til(l t(ie oilicr streams

hstwmi(t.Il fluIt uid(l the I 1illsboronzli: (-l all oif' whivij Ownh itr( ! I ndinla Vii.
,,, lp, StOjtiLIir ol tthe1;d ioii will hit 1;iti1(1de tzwouleWllutHIlleorsmitie

-Ind tle 1lilfshrOlrli.h kVill, iI it f;'e (HiN'S, seid voll at coluplet. itap otf
tie scat. of' war, mouch ot it drawn from actical SIirvcv.

1 ;ill. dear GeneiL-. very siiiceruly, yours,
li. KV. CALL,1.

nInhie Putal:.si~t.;*~' lf1e I/n il':d S:Ial(s.

'I', rLA II A'~s kI, ./li/i 1, 18:36;.
.M1v oe,:.stt ( i; :ltv.:~ have thle santisfiotim to ;tcskiO\vle(,dr(' thil receilPt

or voiir letter of dle 21st tltinr, iii which ve1t1 t1iforilille thaIit I al1 tIow
ciia,11re-d wvith tlie (direlilol of the war in F1orida. I have ithtter from tte(
Sccreltlsy of W\a;r, of thte(, salel iiet, ill which hie exp,lzsIv rcotiiss (;I 'u-
oral Scott as lhilltr ill Cot"iiiuitdil oltd m aritu, andeiarLrM With the oflel-
'eisU; dcl('(i~ftsiv( tiicasii res (f thfi' \war. I lgr leave to refer you to tht(
copy of' ils letter of the 21st oif May.. \WhsiCl l is oM doUlit JirCsWlrcd ili the
War ( f ce.
Nottiiitr haIe I so itmei det sircd as to have the direction of tie Florida

Iar. 13u1t it wals the pleasuire f Goveriior atotim mid ((iiera S(orott that
Should hlave no (oi0itiMld in iltwhatever. 'T'hie sooier I ai placed ill
W)iuitil;,Ol, ilie soontir I shall lie plreop;ird fI)r wie fi-li I(: 1 I fe1l every
c('fldcie Iii tilluuillaidr IsisIs lisl-je tril it L verve ftW \veC(ls riLcr
I coiiisil(iec oper)e iolils. I Itluve wzalll to t('iftre .sit. ilfit Nll will 'iV(e
isticcoaryivistriltiois to thlel Serctiaryof'Of \';r to placec 1eiIi c.Osiiitiatid
ot tiltol! s HO1W iiiFlolii :1ff I to rIleust tfiat Illos( wiiliullhave.

i( tO IoiliSiaiigt 1t1i1ia he oreti-red iittiediaitelv to rettitin, wvith such others
as univIe shared from thle umirrisosis of thfiat stalte. I alil nlot advised of
the Itilis 'ir o,' troops siationcils itt Plorid'a fl tlnir p)ysOiiotls have iweri
m11ost iiIltlieioumlyl siti-te(I, ;twd iteV hLve hfveiiiso protetiusi w ;atever to
the frositict. I hsave, Ott ]-)IV ovt1 ITrspsIusibiliti. ni ie((l tiro(ops iIi til lIri-
tor,. lhtivii are now cmipfilovcdI itt (Iirillv r the luidiails fiuoil tilt, settletisetjts
ailsf Iil it ; sihort Iim(e drive th1in c'('(l trout the tivi-lforhlihoi(l of tIe
Joims -trarisold(Iv tal(rrv rIlhtils, w iy haveIh ep mittediitci to rVctinilt
with iiipulliitv. I ;lrrwcwith youi, sir, ili the oplinuion thait Iso wair was ever
so (di-Lriacefiilli colisdictute am1d I111disI will.piii1.'11iI anlt puit ill posses-
s1io51 ill thic tzaiihs, 1 will p antmil to it Sj).p((dlIv, (oi pierishI iii thei itt(llshit.
lii C. tIi(IIa|tiitir ti seCiithliuicitril, I sIIl; lie( gover(;Isd bLm e psuiStiudi by
NoW With sO IIIIChI SItCeeSS, and wIl Which I anill perecilv flmilliar. YouL
milay, roetimbelr tiw anlxietl I e xpressed to youl ott tliis still'je(t in m11v letters
WrItutIl at anll (p11iv)wrioil of tIh \\war1. itt which I ex pressed al desire to be
iII the fie.ld. 1.,Imu what I satw of' the rertilars, whilsie tOn Iti( frotiler. I was
atlWi9flwd tfihat thicy hsave lin icI to learilt e slore thle wou li d he Olicielit ill atil

ant hlidilvi ratified to fis(d Vion liave sent (x'encral JIesItp to cotnitnatnd
ab;iiiSt timCreeklSC ; is iS a Soldier (!' the lirat merit, and is wortd a bat-
tallion rf yti r o01her geuierals.
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You' hrave heard. milch, hift yol hnlavc JInt y t: eclmie possessed of all the
NId ma wtmtut-iilt iii 14'lrijid. I,a re' siijplieis :,,f li;rae ndid *provji.0io1 are
Vet arTIV;11 i t 'l'atza i I d1 rite re'isrit of (Jeitera I;Cott; '1a qe t:
deal of WhIeI 'ill;! lilleirely lost lwtl'orr it cll he colJin itil.. 1Mu(;h iOl Ie:
crni is alreadyspiti!ld. uitild il lin'y.1Tain ti l.d. islSitr il lihnPlse:xpriS dio
flic we,;,tllir. Ml~ f Wthse siijplies W.ill lie reqiiircd, tlxtv nviv euslltbe
61lv16-y'(A 1(1 lie of Itle V\ itillacot'clic i; t:i prVsliiie thYert;a e
larger (ImtalJii t wl;eI,ivll lb?retqiruud.:

I am,dlear Geineral, very siticcr'(y, MIirS,
A. K. CALl1.

Central J.AKSON.

'l'AIoiLL.H.7AS~hfX J!1C 19, 1836.
SIR I Inave ilhe honlor to acknowledge the receipt of vol r several letters

Of the 21 St, 2a1. :el'i'. 'and 26tiilutiino.. Ihy shoulld' have beelt:piTmptlyl
anxswered, hult they tfmiid arte laeriui~rnimd'rai seere indisposition,. froln
EVhiclll I uirn just 'ecoverim'. As thr atS pradcicalle, the sev(rall 'suhjecCs:to
Wildt h they rtelIate iet e heen alleiidt d to. II lhve allppoiilted the:40i nf Jifly
nt xt as thie d6y onl ivtich tin eli;ert will he mide, tthrogi mouit the Ierritorv,

Vte raise .Voltinitiers uliide r t ile! aiet of (Comnrress. 1 hlalve little hope of lbeinir
vtabled to raise any cOnsiderahleti'n1rlhm r of men t r the period of tvelhe
nra ;1110' tllril ;;respb.e1tablefIrc:eIi 4has-eiil fir six or four

* ritoliths' svrvitce. I shl;itI,; It over, Iltnk.K 1it theepto rat e thin for
twelve rnoin'thl*4; :auidl il thlis cannot. he dote!'f? I s~ha}.l coipel themi tV serve
for a stated pvrioid. tinirdr tlie laiiws of til Irerritorv.

I atii still: very Jeolile, and IIutalit to write mre hi Ily at present.
i:al, sir, 'er rvs )ectrlhy your obedient. servant,

R. K. CALL.
lon. Li.ivis CAvss Sc.erelarY Of WVUr.

:ALLA[IASSEI ,: June 21, 1836.
Si-it I have tHile holor to ncknowledze the receipt of yours of tie Sth

-insltait. I hlave also jIust received a letter from GetIcral inchc, in:which
lie:: osifively declins'enteriagr oln dut ill ilie service of thle United States.
I have., thfrefnre, ill obedience: to your orders, assun ed command of all the
troopsIllnFlorida. I have:reqiured retirnis to ie niade of the strength of
tile dilferetit.posts, antd 'lf tlihe slipplie's 0 ordnance, Ordaince stores, pro.
visiolls alnd tramsportatioii.Onlca-tid. As soon' zis. my health will permit ne
to travel, I siall proceed ivi'he east. ill order to makethie necessanv arranoze
nienls tIr offensive and defetisive operations agaitit the enemy I doubt
not I shall, iln a very shinrt time, lie ablle to free our settlements from the:
hlarassiulC visits of tihe Indians, and shall, as sooi, after, as pructicable,. en-
deavor to ctarrv Lhe war into ileir country.

Tlhe: metasilures aieptted lbv Generall Jesup. and the Gxoernors of Georgia
and Alatbamnal, leave tas!witholiut ;apreheistion of danger fromn the Greekis
and I hope to he alle to direct njy whole force against the Seminoles.

aIam. sir, verirespectfully :yoctr obedient servant,
R. K. CALL

Hon' LIEIWIS Cuss. eScreTary of' WaTr.
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TA LLAIIASs E, June 27, 183G.

,SI : I 1mveylltl hnnor 1hierewvi ih to enclose a, copy of' a letter \vIiicll I
linm St'lt Frio't mrom Aijor1lHeilleimiii. ill which he (dlails tile restilt of a
skiiluish lie las hind witil a party of(It Ie ellnly at M1ictinop.

I lplw myel\ ;hlth ill(0iabl le nie to repair to the east ill a fekv (days, When
I si ltvIid'avor to assemi ble a sillrici1lit t)ice to dIrivC tue en1emiiy 0 lit of tile

1aII , sir, very respectfully, your oliedient servant.
It. K. CALL.

lIon. CI.;w\is(2.ss, ,NeL'Letairy/?.f 1Va.

Copy of thie dloctm.ent 7refrurl to it. t/he ic//er Of It. K (all (!f .hine 27,
iSM3, dldresscd to th/e hoitrable wexis C'Uas.

Fow' I ) It. NE, JAtie I, 18S36.
S it : I have tlie hiotior to ic4nekiiwledn e tile receipt of yonrir xccl(licy's

letter o(t tile ¶lIi il stallit: tihc sil ,jct of it w ill be attetidcd to as soo011 iS I
Cai iiimake tile necessary airrangrenlltllfs, a.lollyll thle prescit reduced stale
of tilC comIipanies mii(Ier mlly cnimiiamiid ptuts it almost out of in y powi r to
nlke detachmiiien ts from the established posts. I heard yi s ein]aV iltlhait Gen-
erali msIis hi Id oride red twvo coinmpailvis of' momit(td mCII to Iilis polst; Ihey
will probAbly arrive ileth eiiext tweiity-foiir hours, wvhieii I Shall lie aIle to
sClud to Stiwaiie( O)ldtown, andl make somi ohlier detachliesllts ieilis vi-
cil ly. I aI'nivcd h ere oil thie 11 t iiistat it; Illy I nnellcillich wvon dow Iby
tilhe UXCC~Sye lheat of tlhe weltl er. and tile! xt'lt of rain. A fi irty of tile
elietily oftired elll ;battle ill front of ai,Allevoipwich was not delliiled ; lind
I mli fimlppy to aidid, that it hiaiidftil of' men, nuder die(! imim date Collilliald
ofi ( ;1ptlill Lee, of' thle :d nrtillery, Lieritelilat \V'heelock, of the dniavooils.
Iieiute:)a-it lI;lcolt, of the 3d, and Lienit-llaiit IIHlillu)lreys, of the 2d artil:
1 ry. drove thiemii ill all dlirectionis. Caplaiti lee, I regret to sayV, Wats severely
Woiiiilded, by \vlhichI I lose thev services of a iiiost vildibale olicer. A few of
tllhe diag(roOlls ll d artillery wvere wviiided ; buit one of \vhloll, I a1m1 happy to
say, Ias yet died. The eel12iiy destroyedd Getneral Clinchi's sutrgar estabilish-
112111, near this plaice, ai fe\v days before iv arriiall ; and I lerii siall parties
of' tllivin re destroyving all tile iloilses aboit the couiitry.

I hikiii; it Iugrhily iminportalnt t iat all active force sihionuld iiowv be in opera-
tioin, p;articuilarly as we nmist expect more sickness as tile season adv ilicrs.
I' ii y hhealth perohits, I shIll (ro wvithi thle detachllent to Sivallee, ,and will
Cutui:i icotte furIthier with votl froii thitt po lit.

I ain, very respectfully, your obedient. servatit,
J. 1'. H1EILEM~.NAN,

Major comuianltdiiig.
is Excellellcy It. K. CA Lr.,

(Gu' ernul' of Flor'idai.

'rALLAIIASSE.E-, Jl1!Y 1. 1836.
Si i 1 have the honotr to acknowledged thel receilpt of vou r letttur of the

I'Sthi lti1nlo, and am highly gratified to learn that the volunteers from West



TeiitiessrC are ordered (irectl y lo lids place. I shall lhe pr-elplared, so soonl ;,
tlIc'\ arrI' tOtoI;l(:inaicli tit counlilc tei ,)'ttttry. At this season of tile ye r
t(lel W0it)lijli' 10(1 ltilI(tIt'('1 arle to be olillnd alt tlhile con)fitelds, and, I)y a
p)rititit and rapid muiarlth, I have iJo doubt many of theint IIltaY le mirprised
andeatlldred, which will cause tile warriors to give IsbI;attle.

I ( otonl iittrstiId whle-ther (ie(! Tenwesseatins will riwy arimls Withl theill
or not aw.lt' to avoidl di'a)lO)ipo tit(tlt atid h)rtevelit delays. I shall haie a slip.
ply broIll)lithloeI(lrotio latollt iJllrle, to be usedlif lnecessilry. 1lIvre is a
ilrge ntitiber ill st5or, at St. Amgrusti.I , but it would be tlluch Imote dil!icult
to) (rget t1('ll I-()IfI tlliht plac;'e t(litl from Blatoni Hotige.

Very reh)iect fully your obedieni t, servant,
R. K. CAl IL.

Iioll. LI ; wi s ('.xss, 6ecrC&hu-y of Wax.

rI'\IAI.:I.\XSI; il,July 3, 1SMT.
Sm :n I have the lhotior to acknowledlre the r(!ceil)t of youlr letter of the

2(r Ilnltitn, ailn its enlosuires. Ilit a former letter, I advised you of hvliavti
assittite comiiiatd ofthIe forces of Florida. I have yto toolde no alteration
ill the position of dot(! relrilill' treoo)s ; bill I Ihave disposed of the mounted
vulitters iii stilc mItanitter as I tlolglhrlt t)eSt foI the protection of the fron-
tielr, and at P't'siltt e'VeIrv tHiltu is (jillet.

I rel rn It to jiMfiort y on that I hi ave jiuSt received itt telligrince, by express,
of tlhe death of ajor 1 le(ilelian, aIte tile coltiIatuding ofhicer at lorrt l)ratte
Ie, dirdof( fever ott the 27th uIltilno. ''lle aggre(gtrae streettgtltoflite Lrar.
risoit is 2S9, a rid, at tile last date, there were 9!) ol thle sick rel)ort. Err.
closed is a copy of a letlte froth n the smir -cot of (lie )ost, recotletdingu its
abaltidotllteltl . I shall order nil examination to be inade, and hopeitO find

Illore lht altltV situIation(l it tile iteigriborhtood, to whlichl tte troops anld
1)l11ic Stores may be removed. Your letter- of the 20)tht Iltinrio was re.
Ceitved just iln tittle to Co untertmand t(le order I had (rive (lor arins to equip
tile rlTeinnessee voltliteers, wvthicht I discover wvotl d be minitecessary, as they
I tave becit a ilar d at t te S tali a rsetntal. i tave setit (Jap)taii Sbhanniion to
New (O)rleans to p)rocre(? evenly thitig uleeessary for the al)proach i t-g cain
r).lig' aria(d I have seitt an sexlrwss to Genteral Scott, requeslig tlihe Tell-
lst'see, trool)s i a y be o01dered liere wv itloiot delay. I lhope I stall be inl thie
fjit-ll 'aly iii ] it (rISt. I SI ia I establ isil a delpot oni tle Si wanlee and o(l)tI onl
the itulIlacnIot. I slhall attend especially to youir suigrgesti(on.s W'ith
re Lrard to theIhtealih orf tile tIroo)s ; alld, after routhiit tile cietiiv otl thle
Wthilacoocilltc, (dest r ovil ilgr dieir crops, anldl C~i 'tr irijjtuNeir cattle arid fal r lies,
it l)ossiblo. sh,,'ild I find thiel tr-ol)s uinlieallith. or too mich harassed wvith
fatigtlue an1(d tWle heat of the weatiler, I will retire to a healthy situation oil
tht sea-Io'arid coltvetieit toott r sullp)plies.

J or;IJ(t'hirIb, the layvitiaster, has; been htert for some time. and will soot
hlave cotiil)lettd((lile aviietit of tile troops wvhIo served ill thi lela cantmpaign.

I amil, sir, very rcspectfilly, votir (oeIiedit servant,
It. K. CALL.

Iboll. 11-wVis (JIss, 'Secrctwary (Y' War.
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:~ ~ ~ ~~~~~ ~~ ~in R. K.:i te of Al 318Copy of te doclmenlt referred t in U. K C1 s letter of July 3,. 1836,
:adressed toItheli-o. Lewis uss.&

FOiIT DRANI,, June 27, 1S36.:
*.Sin By-the regulations for the government of the medical department,

it is made itlcumbent on tlt.surgeon of tthe post to make known to the
commniidinzg officer wlvatever, in lhis. opinion, may collduce to the health
alid comlifort of the sick.

In obedience thereto, l have the :honor to report, for your consideration,
'that since :the commencement of the summer the number on the sick:
report has varied froin one hundred to one hulldred and twenty, and, since
the beginnlingt, of tle.. rainy season, is increasing..; and should not this post
be abandoned for one more healthy, I conceive that more than two-thirds
of thle command1ll will be rendered unfit for duty. This place is knowvn to'
eVery inhabitant within* twenty miles to be one of the most sickly spots in
this section of the country, and, as far as my experience goes, I illy COi-
cur in the belief.
:: ll(,re are at present eight officers stationed at the post. and only three

fit (or dutv-oric, hiaiing died a few:hoursatO (Major leileman, tile COm
mlanldig.roffi(cOr.):ShIiould the reniloval: of the troops: to some more healthful sittiatioid be
delayed any longer, it is impossible to saywvhat will be. the result. I there.
fore rcspectflilll recommend all immediate abandonnient of the post.

I LaV tie honor to be, sir very respectfully,.our obedient servant,
ED.: WEIGiHTMAN,

Assistant Surgeon.
Captain J. DI3IM cK,I K

P. S.-Dr. Leavenworth concurs in the aLov statement.

TALLAHASSEE, Jul7y , 1S36.
Sik: I have the honor to acrirowvledzre the receipt of 4our letter of tire

25im: uhtitmo, enclosing copies arid extiacts of lettersofromGeileral .o the
coutaitiiing sul.r-estioms relative to the preparations thfat wvill be :necessary
for coniductingr the' caimpaigll against the Seminole Indians during thle:
inext ittUUWIU ll: -: -
: I didispoomed to pay every respect to the opinions of this experienced

geunrd,;r.lut if the 'Tennessee volunteers shout ld arrive:within the time con.
teniplated, I shall, utider tile permission of the department, march imme-
diately into the eiieniy's country.: Mly plan of. operations is to transport
t1 e hifititry, in steamtiiboals. to the mouth of the Withlacoochie, where they
:will eibarlk with. their baggage and stores in fortified boats, and ascend to
the ranidq where they ivill land and unite with tho horsemen, within :ten
or fifteen. miles of the Itidian settlements.

This approach ~will be entirely unexpected. The boats may ascend at
night, to avoid discovery; and by a rapid march we may surprise and. cap-
ture a part of the energy. Frome llI can learn on this subject, I feel great
cotifidence that the barges may be forced over the rapids.; after which, they
may ascend nearly to lhe point where General Scott proposes to establish

59 [278 J



[f27<S] 60

Ill. sovac)I dI(Idept oi (liihiriver. For- tlie purpose ofrmlatia( ing tIhiese barges,
which!\%.ll 1!bewll foIrilfied, I litvle to reqlilest thLa 25)0 or :3UU !eitliej ldt
IlI;IIill(., with coipeteliti fllicets, aity hehfuriislhed firoi tle smtjuadrott (O

itlls sit' ui.
'T'his forc', %vitile colidtctilltr our stipptlies itj) the river, will riot otilv

of1 urti4, it ;,l titles. tile Imlcanls of crossikgr fro n one side to the other, but
Will he sillfi i( ilt t) d, [f(eat aly SIWll,lI parties of DId ians that mtay be founlld
onl tleisishoids, or onl the b)aklls of tlie river.

Bly exeertinigr this plan of operations, I believe in fifteen days the strogr.
hold Olttle Withtilacoochtie may be h roken up, anid tIeeleerny entirely roilt.
ed. 'T'lhis wVil relieve on r iron tier friom their trolulblesome visits. A after
which, should we fitid the warmth of the season too oppres~rve. we mtay
retire to a healthy position onl tile seaU-board, xvithini the enemy's country,
anl rcst as longr ;S May l)e inecessarv.

Very respectfully, your obedicitt servant,
R. K. CALL.

I lil. L. CASS,
8'trdeleiy .!/f 11ar.

TALLAHIASSEE, July .5, I1836.
Sl : Ini assumingr command of the troops stationed ini Florida. I re-

q itured mlln leneritl orders, returns of tlte streitgth of the different varrisolis
to be i itititledately lmloe.

Tho'ose rturimrs have beeni yet but partially received, utit they slhov a
groat want of officers at almost every post. Fort Dralle is garrisolne by
six cot i pa i( q!, aid a detachimeit an no ititiiiiriitie agqreslte to 2 9, and
there arc buit olle cautaill aind foumr lienltettanits present ; while there ore fittr
calptaills atid sixteen lieutelltlnts ab)senlt. Of the seven officers present, four
art oi thle sick report.

I hove respectfully to request, sir, that tlie officers belonging to thle Flori-
da ar-mv, so fir as their services rtiay be dispenised wvitht elsewhere, imay be
ordered itmnridmau'lyto join their respective commtitands.

So fir as I am informed, there is at this time ito officer of the regular
forces ili Florida, of a hlighler rank: tlhamt a brevet major.

I have thle lhonor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
R. K. CALL.

lion1. L. CASS,
,Yecrelar-y of I Var.

TALLAIIASSEE, July 7, IS36.
SIR: NNVithiiltie last few days several scouting parties of Indians have

appeared oOn tile west side of the Sn wvance river, arid at tIlree difriorent times
pttrsoris have been fired onl when travellitng the road where the country is
thlidily p'pruilated. Onle armt has been killed, arid one wounded. A party
of horsernet were itear one of tIle scenes of violence, antid (ave itlltediate
pursuit ; hint a heavy shower of rain which f ll soon after so completely
obliterated their trucks that it becamite impossible to follow them. 1 have
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wcnt several detachments of horsemen in pursuit, and I hope they may yet
overtv ke aind destroy the Indians.

I have just received intelligence, by express, of a successFlul scont made
by Colonel .Johin Watrren, of the East Florida vohiniteers, on ihe niorini,,r
of thre 31st ultimo, aL the lead of a detachiuerit olh mounted inen ; he struck
the trail of a pmrty of Indians about suirise, which lie pursued mintil two
o'loclk, P. M1., when hie overtook thleur at a place where they h1;ad flalted.
A charge was miade upon themC ; seven were killed on th!e spot, a! (I the.
elgightli escaped into in adjoinrinlg haliniurock ; but, from the quIalititv of blood
found on his trail, it is believed hie was mortally wounded. Not one of' our
men received the slightetst injury.

1 aim, sir, very respectfilfly, your obedient servant,
R. K. CALL.

JIon. LU..vIs CASS,
8Secretary qf WVar,

TAIt.AIATSSEE, J/uy l5. lS3M1.
Si:a I enclose, for theinfiormalion of tlie department, a ropy of a

genera ordfo issued by Mlajor General Scott, on the 2d instant, froiii wvhich
it appears that the Tlennitessee volunteers ordered to Florida, thotiulh raised
ulinder an act of Congress reqifiring them to serve during the periodl of six
or twvelve months, are ordered by tIre late coniinn:ndiirg general to he
mustered into service for three months only, uniexs s(Otincr disc/,-rered.
This Measuire I have deemed so entirely contrary to the policy anid initen-
tion of the (Goveriinmerit that. I 1have considered it my duty to bring, it
to your notice, in order that, it it be not approved, the miost p)ronmpt
measirres innry be adopted to prevent the evils wvhichr may Le anticipated
from suich a cause. If the terni of service of these troops shall be limited
to three mrionths, one third of the tinic almost will expire before tine com-
menicement of the cairmpaign, and the residue may not be suifficielit to put
anil end to the wvar.

I am, sir, very respectfully, yourr-obedient servant,
R. K. CAlL.

lion. LEWIS CASS,
cecretalry of War.

TALLAlASSE9, July 2l, 1836.
SIn: I have the honor herewith to enclose a copy of the official report

of Captain Lee, relative to the engageinent wvith the Indians n)ear Mica-
nopy, on thIe 9th day of Jane last. CaptainI Lee explains sufficiently the
reason why this report is now made, and why it was not made at an earlier
period. 'lhe gallant Major Heileman was breveted for his conduct on that
occasion, but unfortunately did not live to receive the intelligence of tris
acknowledgment of his worth. It appears to ine, both from the report of
Major Heilennan and Captain lree, that the latter officer and the two survi-
vinog lieutenants, who acted tinder his orders, are equally entitled to this
distinction ; I would therefore respectfully snrgzest the propriety, as well
as the justices of conferring brevets on Captain Lee, Lieutenant Humphreys.



al(1 INieitthilanlt T'aIlcoit, for thne *illalntrv and bravery wVitlh which thly
loillaill ()lI flult oc(;lsioli. 'lTis jilst rfeward for their services vouldhalel ia
ilaplpV ('ct'('.t o(1 tilO futture olerailolls of the arimy.

iail sir, very respect tlfilly, you r Obe(1ieiet Se0 van t,
II. K. CALL,

('oThe n
lWRGvernr (a (, ontnma /1dtier-ili-chifJ.

FORT DEFIAN'CE,
ilcanltojiy, li. 1;,Al.712, 1S36,

SI it: ()I lie (day follmvilli th.e eni'agrenient near this place vithi tihe
Inrid mis, onl tlre 9th of xJuimrIelst, Alijor efilen trmiad e a hasty arid irilperfect
report ol tile (event to Brifs (Neml. h'1stils. wvhlo at that tiiCc0OmuIlaiided the
troops Il F'lori(da, ill WVlihl lhe mliurely gave a general outline of the occlir.
reiiecs ot themnorifiiiit, slating to 1110 at ihe time. that, as soon as the state of
]I)',' wallids 1voiihd allowv me to z' ve hirin a SecilaccomIIIt of riTV knoVled(Te
of' tilhe tlii, he S(-)holild Imlake a detailed report of it, based upon tile repre.
sentlt ionis of CLie Uteia ii ts W\heelockInta1d mliiipreys aid mrysel f: Vithlin
thirue or foui r days aftel vaidsM1ajor Hleileman wvas attacked wvith a severe
illness, that lerminiiated il hi is death ; wliich sudden and lamented event hlas
delriv(ecd the arimy of one of its niost valuable officers, at a tine. too, ihell
our country coulId ill aflord to lose the services of' such all accollmplishied
atid (rgllant ollicer.

'J'hI. dcath of Al'jor eilernan devolves upon mve the duty of driving yont
a detaiied stiuteeuent of tle occurrences of' tile enigagenient. In poerilarurin g,
this duly, I shall confine myself to a plain relation of facts, leaving it to
you to draw such conlclusion;s as thle circumstances of the case may seem to
Nvari'ant.

Oln tihe morning of thle 9th Jine last, abolit ten o'clock, tile enemy, il
large lbrce, hlaving: shown hiimself about three-quarters of a mile frona eur
pickettiiug, in an easterly direction, the troops ivere immediately paraded
under armis, and orders given by MAjor Heileman to Lieutenant Wheelock,
in comnrrilud of' about 25 dragoons, and myself, in command of 19! men of
company I, 3d artillery, amid a brave volunteer teamister, named More Black,
to nmake a sortie and attack hin. BcingC the senior officer, I was directed
to take command, and, having received Nlajor Heileman's final orders, I iln-
structed Lieatenalnt Whneelock in what mnainner to approach and assail the
enemry. I teren proceeded wvith. iny immediate conjimatd, by a route con-
cealed from the observation of the enemn, and, after marching about lhalf
a rile obliquely to the right, to the point of a small hammock, near the
Tuscatwitta lake, tulexpectedly found that tile opposite extremity of' this
haniniock, about 3U0 yards from my position, was occtpied by a large body
of Indilns. Just at this time Lietuteniant Humphreys, wvho had been order-
ed out by Major Hleileman subsequently to my leaving the pickets, arrived
-withl a detachment of. 25 men, composed of detachments from companies
D and C of the 2d re(rimelnt of artillery. I directed him to make a circuit
to the left, around the hammock; which order he promptly obeyed, and had
not proceeded more than 25t) yards before he found himself in contact
with the enemy's left. The dragoons, led on by their intrepid and gallant
commander, Lieutenant Wheelock, whose untimely death we have recently
been. called UpOl to mourn, were now warmly engaged with the enemy's
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ri'rht, chargillnr oil horseback, and delicring their fire without t dismoun01111till(r,
tihe ladiails rtreoatig lJeolbre tilell. Having delivered tiheir first fire, they
reloaded ol their rouda,chatr(gd and Lived again, anid so oln, 11n i tile elle-
lily were forced into the Tllscawitta,hanmitocl, their strolldlld. Mean.
timel-ieutenali Ilull) ireys gailalltly cihiurged the lull, t lie elieniv keepi ii
up a ret reatinl- irEN. lieutenalllt n.ni1pl reys IMdCICe several d21firls to hrill(r
thlelmi to close qualrters, hut iII vain ; diey havilln ti e advantage ill celerity
of inovelcinlits. As teic eiienly alpproaclied the lhamm1i1-ock ill retreatinir, tile
lenrgth of hlis front was nlucessarily diminished, and, as a coliseq nlellce, lihe
diflirellt detachlinieits of our troops wvere brought nearer togrether. Lieu-
teiiant i-uln:l)hi-eys at this time observed One or twVo attenipts to outflank 0o1r
lelt, which lhe as often defeated by a prompt, and judicious movement i
thlat direction.

Ilavii ggiveli Lieuteiiatit lHumphreys his orders, I proceeded to enter the
hanlillock, mllovillng ill anl oblique direction towards the rear of the enemy.
Thile trecs beill(r Sparse, and tile underwood not sufficiently thick, in miany
places, to conceal miv Ilel, 1 wvas obliged to move with great caution and
celerity. I sooll filind myself in the enemy's rear, at thle distance of' about
1.i( yards. I conitiniied to move on until I reached the extreme verge of.
time lalailmock, beilita at that tiue about 20 paces in front of my company.
It ilo\V hecamiie nlecessarv to) eXrlnine more particularly the position of tile
enemy, inI order to attack him to 1le best advanitage. I therefore crept for.
Walrd atotIt 10 Or 12 paIces, UpOn a small ktnoll, and fbind myself in full view
of tl)Olt 50i(ldiaIs, as meanly lore being concealed behind the brow of a
small lill, the nearest about 20, aid tile farthest about 40 yards off. rThlleir
baclis wvero toy mne, and they were eagrerly and intently oLs rving thle
Ilioveinents of t.roops commnaded by i..ieultenlants Wheelock anld Hum.
pllreys. 'T'hie drarrooiis, under Lieu tenant Wheelock, having~r a few moments
previously beconie warmlly engaged, I remained several seconds in this

sitiol, illy mei still advancir; durimri wtich time [ observed two Indians,
wlioni I supposed to be chiels, irom their earnest conversation and gestures,
which induced me to believe that they intemided to make a mnovement to the
rear of Lieutenlants H1-rlplhreys and Wheelock, fromt whom they were as
yet entirely concealed. Miy men had now arrived at the verge of the ham-
IIIock, and I only required live paces more to enable me to pour a volley
amiongst ltheml. before their knowing, of my presence, when we were unfor-
ttitiately discovered. Being in advance of my mci, and on elevated grould,
anid illy dress being somllevhat conspicuous, I soo00 became a general mark.
Instantly I gave the command to charge, raised my rifle, and flashed it at
one of the supposed chiefs. Tlhe SceUC of panic and confusion which en-
sued oi tilet p;art of tile Indians baflles all description. Some fired at me
wvitliout tahjin aime, some fled without firing at all, and some took to trees.
Aly company was now clear of the bushes and charrino- lhanldsomely, throw-
ing- itl shots whenever a good opportunity offered; myself leading about 12
paces in advance. I h1ad1 proceeded only a few steps, when I felt a terrible
CODCtiSSiOn against my shoulder, a great difficulty iii breathing, and wvas
seized with bleeding, at tile mouth. I found that I was badly wounded,
but, havilng strength to keep my fIet, determined to lead the charge as long
as I could stand. I turmled to my meni, observed to then] that I was wound-
ed, and ordered them to push. ahead. I had scarcely resumed my post,
and advanced three or four paces, wllen I was brought to the around, by a
severe wonld through tle thigh, givebby an Indian who was about 20
yards distant, behind a tree. sergeant Hall, my orderly sergeant, came and.
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asked wieli er lie sh oulnd have me crnried froni tile field. I told hliln no;
to Clltrgrm witli every 11;1t. It was 1ot necessary to repeat thle order. Thle
111nien spnri j,, twoIward at tic word. As tie reiar of lite coiriliily Was 1honilt
passing 11ic, one(' of iiiV sertreailts a(1nd several of iyjv m(i camie anid tired
ine to ice removed to a saf&lr pace. I ordered then to leave me where I
wvas, all( chi:r(re. (:Jic of ilthein asked rne to lenid hlini iniy rifle and i a
mom0enlt miicre I fouid inyseif aloiie. Having, remained in this situiatiioll
upwards ol tIihIor, atid lie battle hei iur over, my orderly servemit, Milh
several mnvii, rettinliecl, and itifornied nie flint the eiernv were entirelyv driven
off and silenced. The reilninder of fIlie coinpan y, uil(ler Sergeatit ieniiiett,
moved to the left and joined Lientelina t Hunmph reys. Lienteiant Wheelock
andllhis connianid wvere thle first to get iiito tile actioui; lmy collmpanly wats the
leCXt, aild I iieu tenant 1In niplireys arid his cormmnand were engaged imiiie.
diately afterwards. Not njore than five or six minutes elapsed after the
first fire tipOn t(lie dragoons, before till threc of our detachments encountered
the eneniv. As soon as the action becan-me general, Alnjor Heileman left tile
pickets wvitli a six-potinder field-piece, and advanced rapidly towards (tle
sceiie of action ; butt when hle had nea rly arrived with in reach of tlhe elnemy,
some personri reporte-d to lhinm thait a body of Indians were njoviiig towards
the rear of tile piclkets. A pprehelnd in(g all attack in that direction, and there
beingr bitt a hew teanmsters and citizens, besides the sick, left wvithiil Oile
work, under the COiinlatid of Lienutenia nt Talcott, Mlajor IHIcilenmai deeined
it necessary irniriedicutely to return to the pickets with the giin ; but, filidiltg
on his arrival that the alarm was faise, lie directed Lieutenant Talcolt to
proceed at full speed with tlie field piece, to where tile troops were still en.
Fagred wvithi the enemv. Tphlis order W;as promiiptly obeyed by Lientelntilit
Palcott, whio arrived on the field just in time to render good service iti
finally silencing thle fire of the retreatil)t enemy, -whio. after a few well.
directed shots from the artillery, soutghlt shelter ill aIl extensive and dense
iatninlock, about two miles frorn thle pickets, and about a mile arid a quarter
from where the battle first began.

'l'he eng(ragenment lasted about an hour and a quarter. Thc Indian force
is supposed to halve been at least 251). Ours, you will observe, ainotiterl
to but 70) nien, exclusive of those vith the field-piece, which arrived upon
the field juist at the close of the action.

'I'liree of our men were severely wounded, one of whomn has since died,
and another has lost ani arm. Three others are slightly wounded. Of ie
officers, I was the only one injured, having received two severe wouunds-
one ill mi left shoulder, and onje through my left thigh. rilThe energy, it is
believed, suffl red severely, but to what extent cannot be ascertained, nis
those disabled by our fire were borne off by their retreating comrades.

Iln closing this report, I feel great pleasure in expressing itl this public
manner, at the unanimious request of tile officers present, the high setise
enitertainied by us of tile unreinitted exertions of Mr. George Center, a
citizen of this place, in renderinz every assistance in his power. both to fie
wounded anid the wvell among our troops, unot only on the day of our enange.
ment with the enemy, biit at all times. I cannot too highly applaud his
generous and disinterested cond act.

I am, sir, with much respect, your obedient servant,
R. B. LEE,

Brevet Caplain 3d A~rtillery.
His Excellency Governor CALL,

Uommander-in-chief Army of Florida.
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TALLAHASSEEP July 25, 1836.
Stm: II have the honor to acknowledge thc receipt of your letter of the

'hilt instalit, elnclosingr thle copy of one to General Jesip nof thc same date.
The friendly Indianis you mention, would be of great service to me; and I
have Written to General Jesup, reqiiestiug flijtil to scild then withl as little
delay as possible.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
R. K. CALL.

Hlon. LEWxS CASS, &cret1try of l1ar.

TALLAHASSEE, July 31, 183t;.
Si : I have the honor to send vou, herewith, the copies of three letters;

tihe oIIC fromi LieUtenant ALitlnd drivingg the particulars of an attack on
the escort while remnoving the quarterrimaster and other stores from Fort
D)rane. A copy of the order for its abandonment, is also enclosed, which,
with the copy of Captain Merchant's letter, will showv you the necessity of
this movement. There was no reason why this particular post should be
maintained, mlore tihan wvonld apply to any in its vicinity, or in the enlemy's
country. There was little else than the public stores to be protected, the
enemry being in full possession of the surrouinding country. The new post,
after the sick have recovered, can he m maintained by a smaller force thall
occupies both at present. I have ordered , sufficient reinforcement to pro-
tect the movement. Captain Gardner's letter will show you the necessity
of keeping open the commuilllication between Mfica nopy and Garey's Ferry,
and the difficulties attendinir it, with lis limited force. A report from Col.
Crane, the officer in command at St. AuvLustiwe. shows the mounted com-
panies at St. ALgrustine are uinfit for service, on accOlunt Of sickness. I
have ordered htim, in case of its continuatice., to dismount them, and turn
over time horses to (ie qu1arterIlmaster, to be pta in order for the summer
carnpaign. I have ordered a levy of one-foburth of the number able to
bear arims in tile Territory ; this, in addition to the regular force and volun-
teers now on duty, will not prove suflicient for tile protection of so defence-
less and extensive a frontier. Depredations are committed by small parties
of the enemy almost weekly, and within 25 or 30 miles of this place. The
force equ-al to prevent them, in th1e present worn out state and scanty num.
bers of the militia, would, I anm fully persuaded, he equal to attacking theem
and beating them in their own fastnesses. 1 have written to Brigadier
General Armstrong, now commnandi ng the Tlennessee volunteers, encamped
near .Montgomrery, making known my intention of marching. ifvhms con.
mand or a similar force should joiti rme: I have reason to believe the
Tetmnessee volrinteeus will conicz; they are only detained by a dread of
the climate, whluich I think a more intitnate acquaintance would remove.

It appears, by reports received here, that the disaflcted Creeks are crossitig
in large members; one force, saild to be 5100 strong, has been attacked twice
by th-e volunteers of Georgia, and repulsed each time. 'T'hey are now pur-
sued by General Sandford, whose force I shall augment 15(0 men, should
he bring themt to a halt on the rote ; this being my greatest disposable
force. 'vlie present position of the force in Alabama anTd Georgia is favor-
able to the escape of the Creeks, and we may expect the number to increase.
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Some small parties lhavc preceded this oic ; Ithcy lhave beer successful
Met, 1t1d bUt, lbescaped.

I had the honor, otl a former occasion, to re(quest thtal 25() or 300 sailors
and imartnies should lie seia to assist in crettim,glte barges up the iNthlla.
coueCliei river. If' the order be llot 1ii ready isstbid, I would be extrewnely
glad that it be d(ot , antid tIh;at 011 or t wo of' the U united States revoune clit.
ters he ordered to report to tue at Si. Marks.

I iLave the liotior zo renmaiti, respect fuller, your obedient servant,
IR. K. CJALL, Governor (if Florida.

HIul. JI.:1viS CAiSS, &rtel'u7ry iOf IIJir.

COIie.s of 1/ie d)oclinle7nts referre(d o i/l. Goernor Call's letter of t/ie 3ls1
Jlly, 1t36, uddrL'Cssd 0oiMe Secruel(Iry Of UWur.

F~OZTr DE-Ie'AN'CE,
llicaanopJy, Eit 1"rieda, July 19, 1SJ6.

Silt: Inl obedience to youir instructions to evacuate the post at Fort
Dratie, it the-c-oniriianding officer, itl exercisingJ a sound discretion, should
deetn it necessary, I have the hiotnor to report, that t le commatnditng officer,
Captaitn Merchant, of the 2d regitnent artl lery, in) coi sequenlce of the large
atid increasing sick report, determined to retitove the trolos to this placee.
The movemtenit colnitneced this day at 8 o'clock, consisting of 22 v.I,0gots,
loaded with commissary atld quiarterniaster's stores, with all escort of a de.
tachrnent, of 26 d ragoonts of the 2d regimriett, under th1e comma nllrd ot (.'p.
tain Ashby, and 36 men, derailed frow thie difietent artillery compani ies .t
the post; also, a 5~inch howitzer, under tile charrge of Lieutenant Whiteley,
2d artillery, making al lbree of 62 men. Oil Our arrival at Wi 1i-kn pond,
withittu one mile of tlis place, tie discharge of several rifles apprized us of
the presence of the enemy. Captaiu Ashby immediately wernt with his
dragoons in the direction from which the fire was delivered, and scoured
the ieiglahboring hammocks, without filing ltie enerny, It is proper to
state, here, that in the iirst fire, private lHIolmes, of the dragroons, wvas severely
wotinded it the abdomen, (since dead.) Proceeding oti our route, opposite
a lotig hammock, within a butler of a mile of Micanopy, we were attacked
by a large body of Indianis, estimated, from what we saw of thetla, and
from their firing, to be 25(0 strong. 'Thie firitig commenced iear tile trotit,
and on t[he right of the train, atid wvas contililled dirougrh its whole lerlht,

quarter of a mile. The tiem returned the fire with spirit and proalptntess.
IDurillnr tile elriagemetit, Captain Ashbhy, (\vho, I regret to say, wvas, soon
after the cornineticentient of it, severely xvounded, but refused to leave the
field ututil loss of blood conmpelcd himl,) findings the enemy in great stretigth,
and pressing, on uts, despatched a dragoon to this place for a reituforcemielnt.
On his way, he met twvo detachments, under Lieutenants Temple and
Talcott, 31 strong, on their march to assist us. They arrived at an itn.
portatit moment, and did Us good service. Likvtenant Temple reached us,
havitng scoured, on his approach, a point of hammock from which the
eneiny hnd very much annoyed us. As soon as Lieutenant rT'emple anid his
coninitamd hnd taketi their position in lite,Captain Ashby ordered a charge
in tihe hammock; which was instantly executed, and the Indians driven
beyond the reach of our fire. During this time, Lieutenant Talcott was
actively employed in removing tihe wagons in their direction to this place.
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of the good conduct and couraoe of the troops, it is sufficient to say
that every mnan did his duty. M y gallant corimnmander, (Captain Ashby,
distinvlnished himself bv his courage and activity, and did not leave the
fji~kI hitfer havingo, recei'cvd a severe wound, inltil feebleness from loss of
blood niade it ahbsolutelvynecessitry.

First Iientenrtnt l'enliple, 3d artillery, rendered the most essential ser-
vice, by his timely arrival from 'ort l)efiance, and the grallant manner iii
Mvlicfihe charged the hamimock. 1.ieiiteitiant Whiteley, wvhio had charge of
the howitzer, served it in the most (tlicieiit mariner ; and, from his prominent
position, wvas at mark for the enemny, which drew a sharp fire on him, and
disabled several of his mien. I regret to say Assistant Suirgeon Weightinan
received a severe wound in his left thigh. Sergeants Smnith, John1xson, of
(1) company) 2d dragoons ; Smith, ( ',) ist artillery ; H-all, (L.) 3d artillery;
Peterson, (1,) 3d artillery lBrydoli, (-13) 3d artillery; all distilncruished themi-
selves by their couiratre .alnd good conduct in discltar-ging the several duties
that devolved on themil.

RA4ort of tIe killed and trwotuded at the battle of ETilr/tr, East Florida,
19ih1 (Yf Jtly, 1836.

Mortally Wvounded, 5 2 since dead.
Severely, - - - r
Slitghtly - - - - I

Total - - - I.

Pro~m our wellidirected fire, we no doublt killed and wvounded mnany of
the enemy, but, as is usual, they carried them off to the dense haimniock to
which they retreated. We had three, horses killed on the field and several
severely %vouinded.

I have the honor to be, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
W. S. MAITLAND,

1st Lieulte7u.(lt couJ.Z?fladi{lt/g.
Ceneratl It. K. CALL,

C~aTnniziding U. S. troops ini Florida.

FoIwTr DRANE, FLORIDA, Ju1ly 19, 183t.
SiR: On yesterday I reported to you mry arrival at this place, that the

post would be abandoned, atid the troops be stationed at Micallopy. 'lThe
movement was commriienced this horning; the whole baggage-train, loaded
with a part of the stores, escorted by a detachment of ei'g-hty men, (about
thirty of whom were mounted,) with a 5*inliel howitzer under the com-
manid of Captain Ashby. I have been informed by the express from Mi-
canopy thrat an attack was made on them about half a rmile on this side of
that post, by aboout from ISO to 200 Indians; that several rmien (eight or nine)
and two officers (Captain Ashby of the dragoons, und Doctor Weightman)
were severely wounded. This occurrence shows that the troops cannot be
renioved,or the post supplied with stores, unless we have assistance fromnsome
quarter. It is necessary that the troops be removed as soon as practicable;
I must, therefore, request that you cause such assistance to be given as
may enable us to remove our sick (and the number is not small, being four
officers and one hundred aud thirty-three men) to a healthy situation, and
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otr stores w here I'',' ma i e avila ble. The escort should consist at Icmg
ol *(,0Ullt-I; a lou t I50(', ii1iadditloll to th11ei t11tiber th'it ciail e spared froin
dw, ;ir ismi . wmii' Inl ul ubl y be suillicienit to ellect Ilie niojvenieont in siaety.
1 luaviX .Ij~pltt(l to Nljor N i)hy lor asiilhieienut force. Iit itit doubtful vhIether
lie cull illrlitush it, as hlf! rutItuItJv me hvftore lie hlet (Garey"s FerrNy, iii answer
1(0 a plOIWNcIti(tutlhiidle tor at) additiotuil escort for tile ha(ga&fe troil,
tlet, tdtertuOw cieliCllitst"It)ceS, (tile Imen) 1)bil Si( , &C..) Imustmak-e,

itiulst (1t the ni;alis tell mideJr nry control he could spare 1on1e. I ivil
rej';r' lilorc 1(uth)y so 5"(lol alS I asettauilt tlit pImrtiCtilhtrs of the acltuOi. No
Eit)r s fithm bveei brought tup since C'aptain. )imInich reported to you about
tlhe 1slt of .Jtuie.

I have tile lioior to be, sir, very respectfully, your o jedient servant,
*i(;-AS. S. 1ME',11S[ANT1,

I,ACatuinb 2d artillery; cninma/sdilng,
C;eneral 1B. 1K. C2ALL,

(Jwtsinaisds'ss, t/so~j).8 il lFlorida(

(A E N1:N ll Cit1 (> 1{111-. l{. HlHEADrQUARITERS,
No. 2. Tullae(aYSee, Juily 41, 1S36.

The coinir-lnioder i n chief, withl deep regret, a1z1o1DLices to the troops stru.
tiou(dl ill Florida the death of MJajor J. K. Hcileman, late cornmatiding
ollieir atJFort D)rane. 'Ihe loss of this valuable officer will be severely ex.
peileliced e'V tile whole armny. Ii consequence of the tinhealthiness of Port
D)ratii, and (the reconiiincidatioti of the siurgeon. atid other officers that it be
ninittuedialely alhandoned, tile senior officer nlow stationed ini East Florida
'vilI repair itnmecdiately to that post and assume the command. Shotild the

ill health of the aarnrson continue iln its present distressing condition), lie win
cauihe(! a recotIitoissaince to be made of the teighiboring coulitry, witd) a view of
selectingr a; ntore favorable position, to which thle garrison anld public stores
nriax' be reiI1oved. Froin the diiCUIlty Of retDOVingy thle large amount of
publ ic property at that place, it is important thal tIle nearest position prontiS,
WIi_ -ood hlealth should bC selected. 'Ihe garrisonI, enfeel)led by disease,
rnlv inot be al)le, ill i;s present condition, to erect another fortification without
gre(It hazard, both I.(r)DnI fittigue and exposure as well as from the attacks of
thie encimy. Should the coninjandi ng officer entertain this opiniion, lie will
caulSe a sulhicietit reinforcement to be drawn from St. Augustine, aid etiher
posts froin vhich troops may he spared, to enable him to effect this change
iin li;SIsOsition with safety to the garrison ntind public stores. In the per-
foruutatice of this duty, thle coniniandingl officer Will exercise a sound di3cre.
boII. bearingcr ii mllind, at thle samCe timie, that his remo)val3 mtust take place
in tIhe presence of an active alid wVatchfufl enerm1y, ever ready to avail him.
self of any want of vigilance on our Part.
Tle new position wvhi;cht may be assumed will be' only temporary, and

intetided to promote the health of thie garrison. Prepnrations are now
making for an exDedition into the enemY's country; and, so soon: as they
shall have heen completed, the regUlar troops, except a smrnall garrison at
each p1ost, will concentrate at a point hereafter to be designated, Where they
will be joined by 1,20() Tennessee volunteers and the forces of the Ttriy
tory: It is expected that the expedition Will be ready to move early in
August. From a repor: of the strength of the garrison at Fofl Drane, it



,ppears tlat there are Nit one captain and six lieutenants present, while there
are lfbur captains anld sixteen lieutenants absent: four of the officers present
re onil the sick report, leaving hitt three to perform the ardluous ndcl responn-

sithe duties of the post. If an v of the ofifcers helongring( to the post adi
in the Territory, and thle services ill which they are e gtcagred can ho dis.
iensed wvitl, they will be ordered to join their respective comnilmInds without
delhv. If tlley are abroad, tile conmtnanding officer is reqiuested to statc
Mileller they arc on furlotI2il or special dimtr. tiht thc roper measures
mam be taken to secure thicir attendance. If the services of' Lieutenarit
Clark, tile assistant qnarterialster at Port 1)rane, can he dispensed with,
the commanding officer will order him to Black creek, to take charge of the
pIblic property at that place.

K.K. CALL,
(Yommander-irz-c/tief of the Itroops iln J'loridla.

GAmlY'1S PLIMYa, 1'LORnDA, July 22, 1836.
S a: Earlv on yesterday morning I d spatchied lan express Oil tile way

tO St1. A IjUgtinc Vti a COol]111liCijtiniI tO i\ jor Rii'w, fro in tilecomicnand
ing officer at Micanlopy, calling, on11him for t\vo comn a;ies of mounted men.
to assist in repressingr thle largre Indiani force with whoin thie action of the
19th occurred, and to keep opeen the communication wvit'Port rangee ; I Sup-
pose these two companies are on their march thither.
By a note from(Captain Merchant, at Fort Drarie,jist received, as wvell as

by alother from 'Micanopy,received yesterday. I amn admonoiisliud oftihe proha-
htiify of an attack on tilis place: in confi rirmation of wh ieh, a force of some Fi tv
ldidanls waS, I am informed, discovered to dav ititai some1 ei-ght niiles of this
place, in a sotithvesterly direction, Our f(Prele is only abomt (eighrlV mnyIA, of
iwhomi *-teen are now absent on a serliturir ldarty.Non tiding yet of Captaiin
Childs's company, and, considering the prevalencee of sonthuerly winrds at this
s;a;sfol, anld tlhe great distance of the station lrfre which ho is ordered, it is,
I thitik, don bt ful whvhether hie arrives during tI is ronllt il.

Ill the present reduce state of the !zarrisoiis i thiis quarter, invested, as
they all are in sonme sort, by large Indian forces, it is getting, to be doubtfill
whether tile necessary commtuuinication can he rrmiaintaitied,; and, assuredly,
a less force than twvo tHundred men (one third mounted) would niot, under
existing circumstances, be a sfflicient escort to the large COl voyWS frolll tiliS
prinlcip-al depot.

I am, inost respectfully, your obedient servant,
.JUIHN GARDNER.

L?,'c M-uZVjor, cetu audliitg.
His Excellency Ri. K. CALL,

('O titnlanding- iL-clt ie/; lea rlquartcrs, Tci ltlahssee.

TI'ALLMII ASSETE, AfturwtSt 12, IS315.
Sm : I have the honor herewith to enclose vou a eopy of a letter which I

have just received fronmCapt. Armstronr, commla,.1nding the transport schoonier
Motto," together witlh copies of my corre-;?pondence wivil Commnoclore hda-
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hns:and (Cantain lxix.- of tile United State~s iasT I'rom tthe letter of Gapt
ArmstrolSt. ,'Ye have every reasot. to It ir ti at tile intercourse is fintinniirIed
between the(hostile.: Ind 'ians off Florida- uid: thlie Spanish fishermen and
tradrs ol tile Cost, and thit nianv of the ne'rroes takeln from ouir pIaltiers bv
:tl', 1idiais have ;alreatv been clarridtl to the isil id cr, C(uhn.*This is an g
1vlbich I anticipated, andlon te 26th ( Mit y I addressed a. letter to Comajo.
dore 1)Dlilts (a copy of whicin iii herewith selit .rieqesting thIat cruisers might
be viliploved.l t11t1ie cfla:t, to cut oflfiall.ConnilijUtiCatiOti between the litdians
and Siianish lisherie-tn. Tlhe Corijmmodore, by a, ltrced co0strLuctioln Of my
erjucriet,s I CI)S to have remrarded it: is an order,andreturned no .

swer ijumil after tIe receipt of:hl v letter of the 25th June, when lie replied
to hoth letters, exprOssing his objectiorns (most unnecessarily) to giving hit
orders, as this is an amuthlority wbich- I never thonwiht o astmmilll; and

Iime eliclosed copies:Ioiy letters, I t6nriik, will show o*w 1tilbounded his ap..
preliemusionsme-re on that slbjeCt. Inl his reply, the:Commiodore appears tobe
p-rfectly satisfied withi the sufficihicy of hjis own arrangements to elect the
object 1 had iin viev Fut if the stmtemezlit'of Capt. Armt'rong tiay be relied
in, it. will appear Jhis phsi so fir s they. have beeti executed, were entirely
linsuccessfil. I 'uve 'yrun to r It'etthat tWo oftlhe revenle- cutters may he
placi d subject to my orudrs I lihd it indispensahblv necessary to have ves.
sels at nmy cotnamnd; to corhnonjncate with the. different posts on the sea-
:eoard ailnd hithei to I i'ves lbecn tinlale to procure then). You will per.
ceive Irmoii niv letter to Coiimmodore Dallas, that I requested a survey to he
made of tlle coast and itilets betwteei the Witilacoochie alnd Tamllpa ijy::
atid froi his letter in reply. you wvill discover that lie enclosed me a letter:
to Captaill Nlix, oif tIle (Concord," then at tlhe latter place. to he sent to him
as I ijight: find an opportunity. I addressed Captainl Mix on the subject, as
!otux xvill pe reeive front a copy of nmy letter herelvith enclosed ; but before I
cotild succe' d in sendiviyr ny letter, or that of Commodore Dallas, the
' Concord, I iidierstood, had Failed from Tampa. to Pensacola; atid I am
not advised thliat any survey has yet beeni Made. The importance of the
survey wzil lhe :obv\tious whfn ton are informed that there are several inlets
on tiat pnirt. olthe coast. which are said to extend far into the ititerior. and
-which, it is believed, will, whei properly examined; afford great facilities in:
supplying thle army wvilh provisions. when acting it] that quarter. I hope
nlo tirue. Will be lost in placing at least two ot tIle cutters at my disposal:
the;' I)exter" is now at i KdianKcy, alid should lie ordered to remain itihe
neighborhood for the defence of that pliarve. Captain Armstrong informed
Me, vcrhil.1y, tlhat there are no cruisers betweeii Newv river Pnd Indian Key,
a part of the coast where it is most probable the Indians would have hiter.
course with tile Spanish traders. If an intercourse is permitted between
thtcmnldl th]e negroes captured or seduced from o1r plantations will fitid a
nlarkdtt on the coast, atid the Indians will be supplied, in return, with what.
ever: they may require. From the letter of (Captain Arnistrontg, it Pppear5
that: he has reported. thefesuilt of his criiise to ,Captait ix,aind it is proli.
abl thal Cojmodore Rallas h"Is already ordered vessels to Ca;pe Sable and
Now river: hut I have co-isidered it miy duty to report the circumstatccS
for your information.

:1 am sir, ery respectfully, youtr obedient servant,
R. K. CALL.

lon. LEwis CA.SS. Secretary of WFar.



00canzents referred to) in Governor Gail's l't/cr of Auwtst 12, 183, ad-
(dres'sd to thoe Ilu.m Lewivs CUwyS.

'A LLAII ASSIE'1 iLdy 26, 18306.
Silt: It is believed thIat tlie Spanish fishermen onl tle coast of Florida

are favorable to tie Indlaian ; ahd it iS a pprelheit(dL that they may, unless
prevented,. supplyV thorn with animini itioit, and transport tIC stores captured
ftoin onlr planters to lhe island of Cuba. 'T'o prevent Such a traffic, I lia've
to reiluest that til naiSirllCernisers 1inder Yon r Cintnina id, and the reve1i1e-
clutnrs. irlay lhe CoistantIy ei1n1 )d)Yed onl tlie coast, withii olderS to cut oil all
COMit111111ti between thle., idiaris and foreirilers.

I am11, Sir, very respectulhiIy, your oliCdiulit servant,
IH. K. CALL.

Comimiodore Ar:x NI)iL J. ID) LLT.AS,
United ASleeS Nvy.

TALLAHASSEE, June 25, IS36.
ST it On1 thle 26th of Mav I made a request of' you, ill my official capacity,

which appeal's to have received no attention whiatever. Were I disposed
to regard etiquette more than ditv, I should not tronhle you arrain ; but
thlis I amn not perniitted to do, under my instructions froin thle War l)e.
partuteit{, Cevet ;I' it were mny disposition. 1 have, therefore, to request that
a coni-hietett officer and crew nmav lie ordered frorn tle squadron under your
coInat i1d, to itahe a survey of the coast betwVeui rTlainpa Bay atid ti(e month
Oft hIt Withl acooch ie river. Thi is survey wvill boe lhihl y import ant in the coli-
tenmlhated expedition arraillit thle Iidiast, tilany ot wvlhoim, it is believed are,
onl the rivers and inlets on that part of the coast, of wvhiici1ie have so little
lonowlAedge. ThIe object of thle survey is to ascertain thle practicability of
ascetlditig those inlets adtd rivers with boats to earrV supplies to the armny
intended to operate in that quarter. 'T'he vessel entiployed itn this service
sholdhi e otte of light dt'Iatii'iti, anti well su applied witl hoblts capable of
heihg well fortified. If a suitable one' can be ci artered, tle quartermaster
will be instructed to pay for it.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
R. K. CALL.

(C'onniodore A. J. DALLAS,
Conmol1Z~lnditi.- lrest Lidia( ',aa¢/(droIL.

UNI'rED S'rA'I'Es FRItt A'.17'Er S'rELLAIoN,
Pensacolb Bay, July 2, 1836.

Snit: Your letter of the 25th tltinio has been duly received. as was
yours of the 26th of May. It is not my intention to cavil, or in ally maniler
to place obstacles in the wvay to it till atid perfect conoperatioim of the naval
fiurce iii der my conimand witht ally force that IlaV lie ctlgraged with. tile
Sentiiole lbitliatis or otllers. On)I the contract, front; the nmomient I first un-
'lerstood thie critical position of' Florida. I was the first to tender all the ser-
vice wvithini tile.power of iy conmmatid, liv sendittg men and office's to
Tan)j)a Bay ; and previously to the recuipjt of your letter of the 26th May,
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1Inn] distributed alone$ the seahtonrd of I'lorida, adl nortl iern coast o(f Cnbn,
th dillenll t v(sse5ls of tlhc squlidron, witl (diiectimis to examnille alid pre.
vent Ill'>ll[)sii eS fioii rie~lcllllgr tile Iidiains, or atny properly captured b)y
tiheimn taLken from the 'J'erritory. ,IlI vess ls il Woil01113e coaLst lla e si inilar
inlstr ct ionstll) to dle prleselnt rnonien t. I flatter ni yselfC nothing lis been
neglected or left utidonc thliat conldh ill any way give effect to tile military
lorce in lFlorida. 'I'This explatiatioli of whlint has been dotie is givel, tint
t ;lt I fiel in tlie le;at called iiupon to make it, )l11t on t of c tirtesv to votir
station, as Governior of lobridt, anlid the hightI consideration 1 eliteltaltill Of
yoll s a. i*rtlellmahi. Emllclosed is a dli pI icate of iny letter to votl of the
1:3t Iil1tirnio, fhrwai ded to yotu by luau, anid whick covered one for Gelleral
Clitich.
The United States steatliers American aild Mljorm ade, ollicereda lana.

ned ;1id fitted Otit froim the squnadron, have proceeded to thle Chattahoochee.
The officers corntallnditLr these are directed to communicate wilth y'ou,

General Jesuip, and G.'eneral Clijtch. Atilother boat wvill shortly follow' thle
saltie direction, agrecably to illstrlletions frotni tid Navy D)epartnent. Should
tite necessity of the couitn tiiatice on that river he obviated by a tertuination
of tile war onl thle part of the Creeks, they will be employed onl atty part of
tile coast of Florida where their services nuav he most available. ]Enclosed
are copies from letters of' MaLster Coituriamidarit XVellb attd Lietut. DOlalhIty,
shoxwingfr tlhat a partial examinlat ion of the nioU1th of tIhe Ar axtiratins been
made cl( thlat a cutter was employed cruising ill February and March last
between tile Aticlote Keys rind Charlotte harbor Ibr the purpose of inter.
ceptillgr supplies to the Itidians, &c., &c.

All the vessels helollgillg to this squadron are now at sea, except tinls
frigate.
So soon ns a suitallle one call lie procured, your wvishl ill regard to the

survey of the coast from lai)lpla to tle Atnamxira. or W ithllacooc w%Vill
meet ill attention. Ini the twen litime, I will direct tie cormandr, thie
Concord, now at rTamlp~a, to send in expedition wvith a proper officer i. boals
onl that service, and to report thle result to hile, and will forwvard a copy of
that report to you. I enclose you a letter to that elf ct to Captain Mix, to
be forwarded, as no ohlportunitv may occur froen this place for a loIJg time.

I lmulst, ill conclusion, be perrmitted to say, that I sahll be niost happy to
communicate, iii any way most agyreeable to yourself, for the ftll. advalnice.
m(tt of the objects of the present canmpaigiri, anld in every manner tender
yol1 thle hearty co operation of' thej forces at my disposal ; but in your com-
untnllications I betr that Votir sti-restions inay have less the character cf an
order thlan those heretofore received. Any sltrgeslioni of yours, how 3ver,
will nleet wvi th prompil)t attentionti from nlie, provided a comphlianice wvitli them
does not interfere with duties more important. I am directed to corniallni-
cate with Major General Jesup, thle Governorof Florida, and General Clinch,
which has been done ; arid from each ande every one I -shall he most happy
to hear ande receive aiiy sugrgestion that may tend to advance the views of
eitlier ; btit not having been placed uinder tihe conuinald of either, and having
thier duties equally i nuportant to attend to, with tile force under rny direc-

1i0lt, I hope that tlhe eticjnelte in which I have been found Wvtlntiliir (not
jiltelitiotially) may uiot be lost sight of in any comimniuication that it mnaty
h)eCome necessary to niake to tle as commanding officer of the squadron
ac1tilg iill the Vest Indlies alnd Gulf of MAeXico. The or-ders I have received
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shalll be liberally. as xvell as literally, executed ; but I cannot receive orders
fromi any one but the head ot the department, from which nll niy instrluctions
arc (lerived, and under whose directions I anm, and shall conttinue to act.

I have the honor to be, wvith nmich consideration arid respect, your
obedient servant,

A. J. D)ALLAS.
To HiS EXCICelleCY the GOVE1RNOR rF FI.ORIDA,

'T'allahassee.
A true copy:

CHAkRLES AMAPES,
P. 11!. UnitedAStutes Ariny.

TALLAHA8SE-E, July 6. 13(6.
Sia: I have the honor, herewvith, to enclose you n letter from Commo-

dore il)llas to your address, wvhrich I have just received. I am advised that
it relates to the survey of the coast between Hillsborough Bay anid the
moLth of the Witillacoochie. 'T'his survey has been ordered at itty reqluest,
anid is intended to ascertain the security or insecurity of the anchorage at
thoe mouths of the bays and inlets on that part of the coast, and the practi-
cability of ascending, those bays and inlets with barge es, for the purpose of
stipplyvinlg the ariny while operating in that part of the country. We are
already informed that boats drawing three feet of water can cross the bar
at the entrance of the Withlacoochie, hut we are not sufficientlv ncquainted
wvith dic and forage off the month of this river. It is expected that an ex-
pedition to the mouth of this river will be ready to move in steamboats from
St. Mark's by the 1st of Aigust, and it is very desirable that the information
soi1hltt for may I e obtained by thalt time. I shall endeavor to sendl a pilot
withl tills communication, *who wvill attend the boats vou may order to mnake
th1e SUrvey, atid wvill remain to bring, such intelligence as you mray please
to communtt1icate on tie subject.

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
R. K. CALL.

Commander M. P. Mix,
U. S. s/Lip Concord, Tampa Ray.

TALLAHASSEE, FLORIDA, August 12, 1836.
SII: In compliance with your request to give you, in writing-, the cir-

eunistatices, related to you verbally this morning, which came to my knowl-
edge during a cruise in the United States transport schooner Motto from
rl'at)pa B3ay to Florida Key antd Cape Florida, tinder an order from Captain
Alix, of the United States ship Concord, I report as follows: I left Tampa Bay
onl the 71th July, having, in addition to my crewv, eighteen men under Lieu-
tenant Leib arid Midshipman Stanley. Having made a full report to Captnin
Mlix, I ill only mention a few particulars-that is, the probability of the In-
dians receiving supplies from the Spaniards. On arriving at Knight's Key,
I was told by Captain Ashby, who resides there, that on the 13th a large
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,Spallish sloop ha(d passed through Cape Vacis channel direct fromntCape sa.
ble ; adti as it is out of tlic route of vessels except for that prinpose, she nitist
hlve heen to the cape for that purpose. Oin arriving at Indian Key, I tvcs
informed by Mr. F-low, the inspector of the cuIstoms, that a large arinlt'
schooner lhad arrived at the Key for provisions site wvas full oft men; tlat,
on trolig oil' to hoard her, they refo5sed to let hi ni cotrie alongrsiid. 'l e pl)o
of one of the wrecking-vessels, who p)iloted her froin (Cape Florida, reported
hler flill of liecrroes, apparently tnot ironed aand, fromi the different account
of the captain,wl rho stated that she wvas a Spanish Guintaiwuan chased by ail
Eniglishi criniser, ;aid had run ofi' to the Fl'orida coast, (but, front ier having
ncu; sails and copper, she could not have been Itotn tile coast of Africa,)
they mtiust I;ave beei Indian negaroCs taken fromt New river, als shoe lhad
beett seen off New river for several days; but. as there was no ctitter in
the vicinity, they were tunarble to detain her or board her. She left Indian
KeV atid proceeded to sea. We left Indian Key on the arrival of tlte reve.
Due-cutter Dexter for the wreck of the Gil B3las; destroyed her; and, on
our returiln to Cape Florida, found the light-house on fire, burnt by the In.
dials ; landed and rescued Mr. Thompson, the keeper, from the top of it;
returned to Key West and TI'amnpa Bay ; from thence to St. Mark's; arld bV
your order, reported to the assistant quartermaster of the United States
army.

Yours, respectfully,
JAMES M. ARMSTRONG,

Mahister oJ U. S. transport schooner Mloto.
I certify the above to be a true copy.

CLHARLFES MAPE.S,
Payint ister United States farmy.

TALLAHASSEF:, August 18, 1836.
SIR: In my letter of the 14th instant, I mentioned that I had received nlo

report of the survey I had requested Commodore Dallas to have made of
the coast between Tampa 1ay and the mouth of the Withilacoochile river.
It is proper I should intorm you that, since that time, I have received a let.
ter frota. the Commodore, accompanied with a chart of the coast, an)d a re-
port of the officer by whom it was made.

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
R. K. CALL.

I-Ion. LE:rwis CAss,
Secretary of JV(sr.

TALLAHASSEE, September 5, 1836.
SIR: I have the honor herewith to enclose a copy of thc report of Major

Pierce, of the artillery, giving the result of a very gallant attack nlade by
him on a party of Indians under the command of Powell. The condtict
of Major Pierce, and that of the officers and men under his command, re-
flects on them the highest credit, and merits the respectful consideration of
the Government.



I regret exceedingly to be under thle necessity of reporting the death of
Captain Sanuel Sl.6ian non, of the Quarterinaster's D)epartmnent : he died at
thjis place yesterday, of bilious fever, after an illness of about ten days.
'I'lhe whole armny, as xvell as myself, will sustain a severe loss in the death of
tilis in valLtibie officer.

I have to request, sir, thalt another officer of the Qnuartermaster's l)epart-
ment, provided wvitli funds to meet the expenses of the approaclingr cam-
paigmi, 111ay 1)e ordetred to report to III(! W1ition.t delay. Tllhis measure be-
comies tile rrore necessarV as the rrdtenrssee volinteers are on their march,
anid will be here in ten days. After resting themselves and horses a short
tiine.,thley will proceed by a rapid march to thie enemy's country.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

R. K. CALL,
Governor of F'lorida.

lion. SECRETARY OF WARt.

(Referred to in the precetding letter.

AIICANOPY, Augimst 21, 1S3M.
Siti: I have the honor to report to yo thiat I arrived here yesterday. and,

learning thalt tihere were Indians lurkingf about Fort l)rane, ten nuiles from
thils post, 1 determined to mnake.-anl expedition agarinst thelm. For this pur-

I,r marched ait two o'clock this morningr, wvitt 1() men and a piece of
ordnatace.-fifty inen commanded by Captain Childs, of the 3d artillery, and
l~ientemmatit Spalding, of the 2d dragoons ; fifty mnen by Lieutenant J. Ri. lr-
will and Lieutenant Hlerbert, of the 1st artillery. 1 arrived at Fort Drane
about sunrise; attaclked tile Indians, who proved to be numerous, (saV :300
AMiclkasukie Indians,) commanded by Powell. Lieutenants Irwin and Her-
b)ert on the riallt ; Captaitn Childs arnd Lieutenant Spalding on thle left; the
artillery in ttle centre, commanded by Lieutenant Pichell-all attacked them
with great vigor atid spirit ; drove them three-quarters of a mile into ati
exteinsive hattimock. In a hurried passage over the field, counted tell dead.
'Filiis engragemient wvas well conducted by the Indians, Wiho fought with de-
ternuned bravery fir more than an hour. Tlhe recesses to which they re-
tircd could not be petietrated by our exhausted and inferior force. I there-
fore mlrched the detachment back to Micanopy, leaving no killed and
wounded otl the field. Our loss was one killed and sixteeni wounded, viz:

Lieutenant Betts (ny adjutant) wounded slightly in the thigh
Sergeants Durtin, (C.) 4th artillery; Ayres, (A,) 3d artillery, wounded;
(Corporals Mcritight, (C,) 4th artillery ; North, (I,) 3d artillery ; Dennis,

(A,) 3d artillery, wounded
Artificers Shlffinglton, (C,) 4th artillery ; Sinclair, (E,) 1st artillery,

wounded ;
Alusician Alexander Hin, (G,.) 1st artillery, wounded
lrivates Shlilv r, E,) 1st artillery ; 'ual, (A,).d artillery ; Coppitlgton,

(U,) 40h artillery ; Storey, (A,) 3d artillery; Rifloiss, (A,) 3d artillery; "Ben-
net t, (LD.) 1st artillery, wvounded-none thoughlrt dangerous;
Wagon ministerr Jaclksotn, severely wvounded.
Killed : Sikes, private, (C,) 1st artillery.
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rjlj e Oflicers of my cotllnlln(1 were, Captaii Chlilds, 3d artilleiv ; Lieul-
ttllant I ('iliell. 4th ill'l1(1ry; Liz litenailit J. It. Iir\viwi, Ist nrlillery I'ietiteii
ali .aldtili-x, 2d dragroons; I enteni,, itI lerbert, 1st artillery; ULiette ltilt
W\\illai I.But s. ( adju tantI,) Ist ar ti llery S argcons T'ripiler anid Berry.

'1'Jic ullicerS aid aljl,III islitiied illy IhiOst saligtinIe expectations.
I de.enim it d (i' to Captdin (CIhilds to Slate that hIe contemplated the sanme

nioveirrilit previous to my arrival, a id was waiting tile arrival of thc traia
to accoflniplish his purpose.

JatctOII, St 'va~on-rmnuster, vel l ac(quiainted with tile localities of Fort
D)ranme, wVho( volitilecred I1., services as a gtuide on the march, and acted as
a solifiet Ili tile ellmlgaelilel.it, was lbrave aid utsefl. Ie received two severe
NVOilltds, lost a valtialble horse, and deserves a liberal reward.

Very respect fully, you rloedietit servant,
B. K. PIERCE,

Major Jirtillery.
Licillatlit Cololle,CR.('A NE,

fSt. A urgtilleC,
I certily tlie above to be a true col-,

CIIAHLEl.S M\IAPES, U. S. A.,
A idi-e C(ti//Jl/ toLnCouztnsauder-iut chief.

TALLAH1ASSEE, ASe/),ebei- 7, IS:36.
S11: I re.rct verve mitich to inform voti 'f the abandonment of Micano-

iy, 1b order of' ( oloiili CraIne. I deern the meastire as injndivious as it W'as
init,clessary. Micanopv is abont seventyfive miles in advance of Carev's

Ferrv, (n Black cleek., and within titl, ty or forty niles of' the principal In-
diar,settlemets. It answered thie dontible purpose of holding thle etietny in

check. and as a depot, for tile stores re(lidre( for thme artnyr, when operatillnr
in that qiarter. For some tlime past, Colonel Cranne, inI his correspondence,
halls freqnemtl y alluded to lie ahanidonmnetit of Micanoopy as a measure that
m)miLtIt lbeconie nlecessary, anid, in rep)ly, I have as often shown my disappro-
hatioin of the miieasuire. Not presumumntcr alter tnis that lie wvould attempt at
aanidoniment,atnd mesarin-tr of elic approach of tile rl'nesseans. I sent ali
order to hilin, by express, dii -nitin himi to place as large a quantity of silp-
plies as possible rt that place for the rise of the army ; but the dav afier tlhe
departure ol tie express, I received iiitelligrence that the post hiad been
aimnid(3iled. Jrn consequiettee of' tilis. the Indians have already advanced as

biiq )lih(fie country as Newnansville, and driven off all the stock of time
inihiabitamts ; and but for the tiniely relief which we may expect frorn the
'I'elliessealls, tile whlole coun try wvouild be overru i.

'r'le al)alidborient of Alicatiopy will greally retard the operations of the
armly. InsteadJ of' havingc ai supply of provisions and amnnitn ition within
firtv niiles of tile enlemy, at tile openlinir of thie campaign, from which the
army niighut have nariched immrnediately npon the enemy, it will nowv have
to draw its resources from posts one lhuridred miles in the interior, throwdg.
a country completely desolated by the enerrmy. Had Colonel Crane been an
ollicer of ,iiliat. I should not have hesitated a moment in putting him in.
arrest. IM 1.5 Imy command of the regular troops is temporary, I have
called o01 hsimt to report the reasons by wvhiichi lie was induced to Ldopt tilis
extruorditiary measure, and. whenC received, I shall forward it iviuih my cor-
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rcspondence on the subject to you, to be laid before the President of the
United States.

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
R. K. CAL.L,

L
IAGovernor ana Coni wander-in- ci i(f.

HOI]. LEWIS C2ess,
Secretary of War.

T.AlLAIIASSEE, iSeeptem1ber 18, 1836.
SiR: I have the honor herewitli to enclose copies of my last letters to

General Jesup and Conrwiindore Dallas, which wvill explain to you lully my
plans for conducting the War against the Seminole Indians. Since thie date
of those letters, I have had a personal interview with Genernl Jesup, in
Which, vith great magnanimity, he declines the command of the army in
Florida, and proposes to serve under my authority as a volunteer. It is
gratifying to me to know that tihe country will have the benefit of his tal-
ents and experience, even though hle declines the nominal command of the
army. Ile xvill be in Florida by the 2'5th instant, with the forces under hlis
coni inand. I shall march to-i:orrow at the head of tile Tl'eninessee and a
sMl111 number of the Florida volunteers, ard hiope to meet the enemy be-
f;re the 1st of October.

1 amn, sirs, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
R. K. CALL,

Coommaending t/e Arnzy in Florida.
Hon. LEWIS CASS,

Secretary of TWar.

Copies oj the documents referred, to in Governor calls s letter of the 1St4
of September, 1S36, addressed to t/he I1on. Lewvis Cass.

T1ALLAHASSEES September 8, 18316.
GENERAL: I have received your letters of the 21st and 31st ultirno. I

am highly gratified to learn that you will dispose so promptly of the Creek
nation, and that, after performing this important duty, you will proceed
to Florida with the regular forces. I regret very much, however, to find
vou have declined the command of the army. I assure you, sir, nothing
wvould afford me greater pleasure than to yield to ou, as there is no man
in our country for whose capacity in the field I have so much respect as
yours. I hope, however, I shall certainly have the pleasure of seeing you
with the troops, for, whether you are nominally in command or not, your
experience and- your talents will give direction, and, I doubt nor, success
to our operations against the *rnemy.

I shalh look with great anxiety for the arrival of the Tennesseans and
the friendly Creeks, whose immediate assistance has become the more neces.
sary in conser-aence of the abandonment of Micanopy, by order of Colonel
Crane, without my knowledge or approbation. I deem the measure as un.
necessary as it was injudicious, and it will be attended with the worst con-
sequences to the frontier, unless I can give it timely relief. This is not the
only evil which will result. Micanopy was the advanced post; it is situa-
ted within :35 or 40 miles of the principal Indian settlements, and I had
ordered Colonel Crane to employ the whole wagon train in placing supplies
there for the army, while acting in that quarter. But the day after the
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express set out with this order, I received official information of the aball-
donictit. 'TIhis will emnbarrass our movements il sotrie degree, bi t I
ho0e I sh all ho able to remedy tI t evil.

'II'( dell)ots xvwhich I propose establishingr for the use of tie army will l c
at tt(tSti walree Ckld-towi, on thle river of that nanie, atid designated otl
tIhe ii to p (f Fl orid a as tlie ()Id Battle G rountd ; another on thle VithlacLO-
Chic, at tile shoals, abollt 2) miles from its Mouth ; one at Volusia, on the
St. Joht's ; aind 0ne at Tl'anpa Bllay. All of these are aecessil)le hy steam-
boats, aiid from tlhemn I propose to establish others in the interior. at sucIh
points as necessity or convenience may dictate, in the progress of the conI-
paign.

I have ordered from Charleston 75,000 rations, and 30 davs' allowance
of forare for 2,00)() horses. These supplies will be carried to Jacksonville,
on thle St. John's river, where they will await muy orders to be carried ill
steanmboats to Volusia. Aluch of the provisions I have had hroughit to St.
Mark's, to he shipped to Stuwvanee (Old-towvn, and the Withlacoochie, has
proved to be daniared,,and has been condemned. I shall], however, haive
J00,0(0 rations of' bread at the Old-town in a fewv days, 20,000) rations of
poik and bacon, and 300 head of beef cattle. I have ordered 5(),000 small
rations, and 50,000) rations of pork and hacon, from New Orleans, whici
will arrive durilln the present month. Tllhe distance from thle Sutwanee
Old -townt, by lbind, to the depot which will he established on the Vitila-
coochle, is atloit 4/J miles, nlid by water about 70 miles. I have not yet
[eeu enabled to raise a sufficietit force to advance and establish a depot at
the Witlilacoochie ; bilt, from either St. AMark's or Sitwanee Old-townl, SuLp-
plies can be carried with great filcility whenever we have a force ready to
receive and protect thern at that place. I have as yet ordered no supplies to
Tanml)pa Bay, becaLuse the plan wvhiich I have intended to pursue wvoold not
require thein to be there for some time, and they can be received from New
Orleans in a few weeks, when wanted. The depots at Voluisia and on the
WVithlacoochie will tbot be more than 5() or (it) miles from each other. The
course of the Withiacoochie, and the principal Indian settlements, are be-
tween them. In this part of the country, the army will meet with the
greatest resistance, and be longest employed. But we shall be at no time,
perhaps, more than 25 or 30 miles from one or the other- of our principal
depots, atid we can establish others whenever required. With regard to
transportation, I had intended to use nothing but pack-horses, when in
pursuit of the enemy. There is a train of about 40 wao-ons attached to
the regular force at G-arey's Ferry, which I have thought would be suffi-
cient to transport supplies to the posts which we may establish in the inte-
rior. I have not yet been enabled to purchase the number of pack-horses
which will be required; but I hope, with those which I learn you will send
with the Tennesseans, we shall have enough. There are about 120 good
horses and mules at Tarnpa Bay, but they will be of no service until the
army penetrates to that neighborhood. With regard to the mode of oper-
ations, I propose, on the arrival of the Tennesseans and the friendly Indians,
to march immediately to the Suwanee Old-town, then to cross the river,
and, by a forced march, endeavor to surprise the enemy in the principal
settlements, which are rnot more tltan 50 miles distant from that place. 'I'he
approach from this point will be entirely unexpected; and, aided by good
guides, whifh I shall have in readiness, there is every prospect in succeed-
ing in capturing the women aiid children, and bringing the warriors to bat.
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tIc. While I am coldlcl1ting this elnterprisc wvith the horsemen and friendly
Indians, the infantry, should they be in sufficient force, will proceed insteamliloats to the In0L.1th of the WVithlacoochlie, wvhiichl they will ascend itlbaIres aInd such of the steamboats as can navigate the stream, au(1estIb-
lisih ia depot ati the foot of tihe shoals. Three large barges (all that could
be proctured) will be in readiness for this service. They will carry a largeqalltity of supplies and several hundred men at each trip, and, as the dis-
tatice by the river will not exceed 20 miles, tile depot can soon be estab-
lishied. The mounted force and friendly Indians, after routincr tile e emy
ill their settlements, call either retire on Volusia, the Suwanee Old-Vto
or the depot on thle Withlacoochie, for supplies. After this, I proposeconcentrate the foot and horseirien, to place an equal number on each siu
oftle WVitlhlacoochie, and to examine every hiding-place on both bankls, until.
the enemy is completely subdued or routed in that quarter. Having ac-
coinplished this, it will be necessary to turn our attention to tile south, as
it is known that a number of Indians (supposed to be two or three hundred)
are located in the neighborhood of Tarnpa Bay and there are others south
of that, in tihe neighborhood ot Chlarlotte's harbor. The distance from the
principal Indian settlements onl the Withlacoochie, to 'T'ampa Bay, is near1I(t) liles; the intermediate country, for the inost part, is an open pine
barren, in which there are no settlements, and where it is not probablle theIldians will be found in force. rT'hie army should not be exhausted by
a imiarch across thtart district, until the enemy has been perfectly routed
andsubdued along from thle Atlantic to the Gulf of Mexico. I doubt not,
General, that the conquest of thle enemy will be greatly facilitated by -livid-ing, tie army-one division of which to act on the WVithlacoochie, a..u theother in thle country near Tampa Bay and Charlotte's harbor. I would,
therefore, respectfully suggest thatyou should proceed to Tampa Bay with
tile regular forces under your command. and the Washington and Alabama
volunteers, with a part of the friendly Indians. If the Alabama volunteers
aremouLnted, it will be necessary for them to go by land; but they could
in a few days, with a part of the friendly Indians, form a junction with
you. Should you approve of this plan, General, your forces might embarkat Mobile, St. Joseph's, or St. Mark's. The steamboat " Watchman," now
running fromt Pensacola to New Orleans, can be purchased for $40,0)00, or
chartered for 9450) per day. She is a fine sea-boat, and well calculated for
the service. ''lie boats sent me from your army are very inferior, and
considered dangerous even on a straight coasting voyage. The" Watch-
man" would be serviceable in carrying troops and supplies from Tampa
Bay to Charlotte's, or any other point on the coast where they might be
required. If you think favorably of this plazi, General, you willplease
order 111ajor Clark to ship to Tampa Bay such a supply of provisions and
forage as you may require. At the close of the campaign a large quantity
of provisions will be necessary, as the Indians willhave to beshiipped from
that place. AI'rampa Bay you will be able to procure guides from the
friendly Indians permitted by General Scott to remain there, under the claim
of being Alnericanseamen. Howfar they are entitled to this character,
you will be the better judge when you have seen them. I haveno doubt
they have constant intercourse with the hostile party, with whom they. ap-
pear to preserve a neutrality. Through them you might communicate witli
Abraham and Jumper, and they mlay lead to their capture or surrender. I
have yet formed no spy companies, nor have I any suitable materials for
that service.
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The Country South of Chrlflotfu's harbor is so comPletely intersected wvith

l)aN'OI1S ;111d l;rOfljs t lhat it can onlIy be rpelietrated in boats ; and as Cormino.
(Jor(! I)alIlas has orders to co-operate with tle ill contdtctingi tile, watr, I shal
reqluest lifin to ciiiploy a body of seaniet and marines ill that service. 13y
thisllseiins, I hope 10 clit oil' Such polrl OIS of the enemy as rnttv find their
way to the everglades. One of the first incasiilres I adopted, onl eniteringr
u1poll the dJuties of' ly present station, was to requtest Commodore D)allas to
guard thle coast idilt cruIiSelrS in suIc at nianner as to prevent all intercourse
between the liididlas and foreign traders. I have reason to fiear, however,
that mijy request has been very iimperlectly complied witht. I have since ad-
dressed the S.;ecretary of War on the subject, wvho, instead of actilng with
the prortlutitess and energy wvhuich the importance of the case required, re-
fers ilne hacklgraill to Colmlimlodore D)allas, and sug(rgests tiat I imiay eittploy
one of die crazy steamboats of the Government oil this service, while thlc
whole e*st India. s(Inadroi is lying at anchor il] tile )ay of Penisacola.

I alit, dear General, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
R. K. CALL1,

Governor u.^ (J7tnmfaflder- in-c/iitff
Major Gencral T11os. S. JESUi,

(Jtmmandwig army (f I/ke Soul/i.

TALLAHAsSE¢ Septemrnber 14, IS36.
SInR I amn advised by the War Department that you have been ordered

hv the proper authority to co-operate witih mile it coniducting the 'var against
the Seinitiole Indians. rilTe brigade of Tennessee volunteers, and the troops
from Middle and West Florida, will march from this place on the I49th, and
thle Camnpjaigit will open on t(le 25th instant. ini the northern part of the ene-
my's country. It is expected that another division of the army will be iii
operation in that part of the nation ermbracing thle bay of Tanipanl~d Char
lotte's harbor, in a few weeks. As far as the arnmy can niarch to the south,
the country will be traversed ; and it is hoped the enemy will he routed or
destroyed. But there is a district, contnencing a short distance south of
Cape Carnaveral on the eastern, anid (Cliarlotte's harbor onl tile wvestern
margin of tile peninsula, which can only be penetrated in boats. Thc
water onl thie everglades, so far as I hnave been able to collect information,
varies from twvo to six feet in depth. Witllin this region it is represented
there are inanty islands, to which the Indians resort in canoes, and on some
of vhiich they have permanent settlemeilts. It is reported to me that there
ure two or three hundred of them assembled on New river, and on the
keys along tIhe coast. The number may be exaggerated ; but the btirning
of thle liiht-hiouse at Cape Florida, and other recent discoveries, render it
certain that the enemy is to be found in that quarter in some force. I
would respectfully suggest that the most effective co-operation you can give
to the Initd forces in the prosecution of the war will be, by sending an ex-
pedition in boats to act in that part of the peninsula. rhe very limited in-
formation I possess onl the subject does not enable me to suggest the kind
of boats which may be required for this service. It is most probable, how-
ever, that those of the lightest draught would be best adapted, though many



of the bayons and inlets are said to be deep enougalh to receive boats of the
largest size. I have no information whchli will CitablemelI to sluga(est tile
num11iber of men and boats which should, be employed in this service. On
this stil,'j(ct, as wvell as tIe. tdine when the expedition might proceed with
safety, Vou1r oWn1 intelliaelce and that of Lhe naval officers vill l)est deter-
mIine. Time region to be explored being almost entirely unknown. many
utiforeseetii obstacles may be anticipated in the progress of tlie expedition.
At Key WVcst and Indian Key thle best guides can be obtained to lead to the
present. location ot thie Indians.

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
R. K. CALL,

Governor of I'loridm
Commodore AL.EX.ANmmID J. DALLAS,

U'orinmandmi 1/ithe [Vest India sqm.adron,, Pensacola.

HEADQUARTERS, SAN PEDRO,
September 22, 1836M

IMY DEAR GENERAL: I arrived here this morning with the Tennessee
brig(ade. I expect to arrive at the old battle-ground on the Suvwaniee [on
tile 24Ith.]

I sha.ll he joined there by a small number of Florida volunteers, and shall
March immediately in pursuit of the enemny. I hope to sUrprise tiemn ; but
1 am apprehensive that they have heard of the approach of the Tennesse-
arts through thC Creeks that have passed dowin to unite wvith them. rT'hiis
'Opinion is supported by the fact, that, within the last ten days, thle Indians
have disappeared along the whlole line of frontier. I hope. however, we
shall find them before thle 5th day of October, and have no doubt we
shall give a good account of them. There is but little sickness amOn1g the
Tennesseaus; they are in fine spirits, and will do honor to the State.

I enclose you a copy of a letter from Major Pierce of the artillery, vhich,
I regrret to say, presents a most utifavorable account of tlle situation of the
reguilar troops. The absence of officers from their posts is a serious evil,
and one of which I complained to the Secretary of War immediately after
assuming command of the army in Florida. Soon after, I received a letter
from the Adjutant General of the United States army, ill vhich he says
the complaint is universal, and that he has done every thing inl his power
to produce a remedy of the evil; but that the Secretary of War considers
the superintending of railroads and other public works, iii which many of
the officers are engaged, as paramount duties, and that those officers can-
not be ordered to join their respective corps. I assure you, sir, that if
officers are not compelled to join their commands in Florida, the regular
force will be of little service to mie. Major Pierce reports to me that there
is no ordnance officer either at Charleston or Savannah, and we have none
in the 'Territory. The ordnance stores sent me from the different arsenals.
reflect no credit on that department. Manv of the musket cartridges are
made with cannon powder and a single ball, and it frequently occurs that.
they are damaged, and entirely unfit for service.

I am, dear General, very sincerely yours,
R. K. CALL.

General JACKSON,
President of the United Slates.

43
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J11,ADQUARTERS, SAN PED9RO,
S'epfember 22, 1 83'j.

Sin : I am thus far on my march, and expect to arrive at SLIWanec
Old-town the day after to-morrowv.

I cet at this place an1 express from thle cast, bring-ilng mc letters f'on
M~1ajor l'ieree of the artillery, copies of which are enclosed, and to which I
mnst beir yonr earnest attention. The wanit of officers to performs dnty
with their respective corps is an evil most seriously experienced in 1l-orida.
1 aeld Ile honor to bring thlls sull)ject to yon r attention at an early day after
I assumicd command of the army in F-'lorida, anld had hoped ere this that
every oflicer wvoIuld have been at his post. Bnt you Wvill perceive!, from thle
report of Major Pierce, how much the service mTLst surfer by thle absence
of so mnlhy officers.

I hope, sir, that the most prompt measures will be adopted to compel
every officer to repair to hIis post without delay.

I have tlhe honor to be, very respectfully, yonr obedient, hIumble servant,
It. K(. CALL,

Commuandin- the arm/ly in 1'lorida.
IIOn. Liw\\is CASY~,

&cretary of JWar.

Colpy of document referred to in General (Jall's letlcr of 22d September,
1836.

IIE1ADCUARTERs, FoRT I-llILEMATN,
(Garey's Ferry, Sepl)tember 13, 1836.

SIR : 1 cannot permit the express to leave this, without stating to you
the tniscrable, deplorable situation of the regular troops in this 'Perritory,
as regards their efficient action in the field. Thllere are eleven companies
of artillery, the whole presenting a fighting force of only 110 men, and,
when we are entitled to fifty-five officers, wve have only six for company
duty. Hlow can P. be expected that companies of troops can be kept up
for elliciernt action without officers? WV'here are the company officers of
thle armly ? Where are the officers directed in " orders No. 43," frotn
headquarters of the .&rmy, to join their commands? none of wvhom have
obeyed the order. There are eight companies here With0out an officer for
duty. Still thle army is full of officers, and we have, I am inforined, fifty
extra officers fromn West Point, for whoml there is no room1 in the arimy.
If ever there was a time, and a service, where and when our officers were
required with their companies, it is nowv and here. There is no ordnance
officer here, no officer of the Subsistence Department, not a single quarter-
master, and but one assistant quartermaster. I earnestly request you to
have the proper quota of officers ordered here, and the proper staff officers,
to perform their appropriate duties.

I am, sir, with great respect, your obedient servant,
B. K. PIERCE,

Major commanding.
(;enera1 CA\LL,

Commanding in chief.
A true copy: THOMAS RANDALL,

Adjutant General of the Florida army
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1)vcitment referred to in General Call's lcttcr of 22d September, 1836.

HEADQUARTEns, FORT HEILEMAN,
(Garey's Ferry, Sel)tember 13, 1836.

Slit: I have the honor to acknowledged the receipt of your two comnull-
nicatioiis of the GitII instant. 1 am ratified at the expression of yTour appro-
hatiozi of my conduct, and that of the officers under my command, inl thle
battle of Fort Dranie. I enclose a copy of my detailed report to Colonel
Crane.

I hind already anticipated your wishes in supplying Newnansville. I
repaired to the place, iii person, on the 5th instant, and supplied Colonel
Warren with every thing he required-a reinfbrcement of regUlar troops,
ten thousand muslkets, cartridges, one howvitzer, with one hundred and fifty
rounds of fixed ammunition, and seven four-horse wagons, horses, and har-
ness, and two miontlis' provisions for his whole command and thle distressed
inhabitants. I send, to-morrow, a train of five wvagons, with fifteen hundred
rations and other property, to Nevniansville, for the use of thle troops at
Fort Mills, ten miles above Newnansville.

I fear that no provisions corresponding with your intended movement
have been made here. 1 have ordered my quartermaster at this place to
send immediately to Charleston or Savannah, or both places, and procure
one hundred horses and saddles, fifty new wvagojs, (most of those here being
out of repair,) and 7,500 bushels of corn and oats; and my commissary of
sulbsistence to procure, without delay, additional provisions for two thollsand
troops for two months. 1 hope, by the time these supplies shall have ar-
rived, that I may hear from you, again, giving me the data from which I
can make thle necessary requisitions, and procure such supplies as you require
here. In the mean time, I shall keep our boats, the :' John Stoney" and the
"Essayons," actively employed in procuring such supplies of provisions as I
think are necessary to prepare the troops for the field, and to supply the
inhabitants, who amount to six or eighlit hundred. I have endeavored to
male them as comfortable as possible, by ordering the issue of salt beef, rice,
&c., and the assistant surgeon to attend upon their familes every morning.
I enclose a memorandum, by which you will be able, at a glance, to see
every thing, personal and material, of which you can avail yourself at this
place.

I do not know what force Colonel Crane will send from St. Augustine.
So soon as the troops from that place arrive, I will send you a report of my
exact strength.

I am, Sir, with great respect, your most obedient servant,
B. K. PIERCE, Major commanding.

P. S.-I have also ordered one hundred pack-saddles.
B. K. P.

General R. K. CALL, Commanding in chief.
A true copy:

THOMAS RANDALL,
Adjutant and Inspector General of the armny in Florida.



U[:SI(EADQUtTJ IIS, C11,A1RE.IS Sll~
AiitriialuC fUl'rer, Siej)it-iber ":3,

Sii:t I have Ihe honor to enclose lierewitih a canpy of the oflici;da rurior:
of ( oloniel Joliii Watlrcp, tiiirdi;r eEii;ist F'li)ridr tr-oops. of a VeryV
si)pi tii an t iniade by himoii a latrge party of hute eieny oirrtl( Fed indgllantl attnc

t Ill'rii stanIt .
Tlh coldl uct of (Colonuel Warren, and(l the officers ardnide. iinrder Iris

e in iin idCI entitles tiemn to thc atteirt ion arid I;ilrest confidence of' the C;ov-

I htave thie honor to he, respectfidlly, sir, youir most obedient servant.
Rt. K. CALL,

Commn an ding ArTiy int Florida.
1101]. LE.:WIS CASS,

&ecretary of J1rar.

Report of C'olonel IlVarren, referred to in Governor C(all's letter of ASep-
emnber 23, 1836.

IEAIDQUARTER8, 21) MIlATARY I)rSTICT, E. FLORIDA,
Fort GJilleland, Nepteinber 18, 1S36.

Sin : Yesterday morning, the 17th instant, a party of from one to two
hundred Indians came writhin a mile of this post, on tire Picolata road, and
captUred a cart belon-inr( to John Standly. Tlhiiree white menilalid two nie-
groes were fired on by a part of this body-fortnmately without effect. The
cart was set on fire. I immediately sallied olt witii thirty men to recon-
ioitre, viilile tihe troops were preparing to mnake a general sortie; a very
heavy rain which came up at tins time answvered tire double purpose of ex-
tiriguishinog the fire and rendering our arms useless. Trhe cart with a load
of corn was saved and brotight in. I pursued on thle trail some distance,
and found that they had gone towards Colonel Sarcilrez's plantatioll; it be-
ing now nearly dark, and the rain still continuingr, it Nvas concluded to re-
turn and make an attack on thrnm in the mornilrg.

At one o'clock this morning, four men of tried valor were sent out to
reconnoitre arotrnd tire San Velasco lianimock and the plantation of Colo-
nel Sanchez ; they returned at four o'clock, having mniade no discovery.
Being satisfied that they were there, I resolved to go out ; accordingly, at
six o'clock I marched out with one Irnindred mounted men, being de-
tachnients from Captains Walker, lVard, and Garrison's companies, withi
tiventy-five gentlemen tinder Captain B3eekmar, (having formerly belonged
to his conipany, and volunteered their services for this special service,) Cap(-
taini 1). D. Tompkins, of company 13, 1st regiment Urrited States artillery,
with a twenty-four-pound howitzer anrd twenty five of iris men. This com-
mand was arranged in three lines, as follows: Captain Walker, wvithr iris
company, and Lieutenant BrUten, in command of the detachment from
Captain Garrison's company. formed the right wing under nmy personal
command; Captain T'r"ifl%'with his command, formed the centre; alnd
Ihe volunteers undexu\QaixB&,l3knn, with Captain Ward's colmlpany,
formed the left wving under Lieutenant Colonel Mills. On arrivingl wvithin
thirce-quarters of a mile o; the hammock, the spies reported Indians in
front; they immediately opened a sharp fire on the right wing, and centre.
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The Indians oin the left, ill considerable force, made an attempt to turn that
flank, bit were charged with spirit inid success by lieutenant Colonel
M ills's coinimiand, and driven into a thick-wooded oak scrilb; then, dcis-
olltiltizig aaid chiarginigr onl them, drove theni through this into the border

of, tIIe hammirninock, wvhierc tile artillery plIyed oil them111 with considerable eC-
fect. After this, they retired to the rigri t, and atteimlpted to tWril that %ving;
but were charged withl success by Captain Walker anid l ieutenant BrUtells
collinnti(J, a.naaini driveii within ran(re of tile artillery, which opened on.
theri with great effect. They made several desperate attempts to maintain.
their position, and charged twice oln the artillery, but were driven off at all
points, and pursuied for a mjile and a half inito a dense hanimock, where
thiey could not be pursued to advantage. rlle command advanced anld
took a position, and remained onl it for two hours and a half; then returned
in. the saine order of the advance, without seeing or hearillnr any thing,
niore of them. TPhe action. lasted one hour and a half one hour of which
the firing was heavy on the whole line. From thle ground which they oc-
clupied, their force is estimated at least at three, hundred mnen. Several Ill-
'Jianls were distinctly seen to fall before the fire of the artillery, particularly
onl the left; several persons report that they saw a mounted Indian (a ctiief,
from his appearing to h)e givilng orders) fall before the fire of the artillery.
Adjutant Gillelarnd reports that he saw a latrge fellow moLIted inl front of
the right. and, frorm a. recollection of his person, thliiiis it was JLunper; lie
ordered a platoon fired at himi, and several peisoiis assert that hle fell.
From the many traces of blood discovered in passing over tIie around after
the enemy were routed, a great niiirher mnust have been killed anid wound-
ed. WNe also discovered where they had killed five reeves anid seven
hlogrs, snome of which were left by them, ill thicir hurry, ill the situation in
wihic they were shot down. Lieutenant Colonel Mills sustained, iii this
action, the reputtation lie had previously acquired for bravery, cooltess, andrl
jidgnrieit: I beg leave to recommend him to your excellency's notice for
his good conduct ill this action, as well as tile important services rendered
1bvlin since stationed at this post. Captainus Beukiman, WValker, and W\ard.
and lieuten aiits Brunten ande Iliind ly, feliaved with (great braverv. Lieii-
tela iit 13Brten ]iiad lhis lIorse killed uiiider limn. Ad ji tan t Gillelan d particitu
holy distii sruisled lhiniseltf by his bravery aid e>;( rtiotis onl tile righit wing.
P'iIvate WXeyalll, 13 conipaty, 1st artillery, stationed at the howvitzer, was
severely wonildecd at the first fire, hut relfsed to retire from his post uint I
four rounds were fired, when hle was coinpelled to retire from loss of blood.
InI fteet, the whole conitnand behaved well.

Below is a report of woun ided. I re(rret to state that private Jerry B3umr-
liett is protiouticed niortalilv wounded tile others appear to be itt a fair ;way
to recover. I should do injustice %were I to close this report, without mntll-
tioninr, ill terms of approbation, the prompt attention of D~octors Pelot and
Turtelot to the wounded men: they promptly attended, durillr tile actio'),
lo all.

1 have the hlotor to be, respectfully. &c.,
JOHN WARREN,

Colonel, comlmlfadin- 2d AIl. Di, L. P.
J.-is Excellency R. K. CALL,

GJuvernor% conminanding- iin chief.
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Return ()J ?w/ondced in th/c actionn f San Velasco, on0 the 18th &iplerm-
ber', S36j.

I company, Ist artillery-Privtlto W\eynian.
F'loriida tailitia ---SergenautHowell. pjrivate.s Pawals, Jerry Burnett (twvice,)

Jas. (.regrer, Saninul BIussell, Jesse Lonrtt.
Oue horse killed, and five wounded.

L. CILL.ELAND, Adjutant.

IIEDQMUARTEIS, FOllr DRANE, Oc16,lcr 10, 1S365.
Sit:ally letter of Ille 1ShuI ltitla1o [tf111i rillldlalsseej ilfoirniled you of

my atnrch fromi that place.
0II Wle 1st inst., vllheil within twelve tiles of this l)lace> wve sorprised a

snmall party of Indians, four of whomi Nve killed, bUt the others escaped on
liorsclback; ancd althoiuti wve I iadLe a forced march, with the hope of su r-
prisinr the canmp at this place, tile alarim was comnnuiunicatud, and on our

arrival we found that the jlinis (supposed to be three huinidred in number)
had lted wvitlh yreat precipi tat ion, lca Vi 0,r a large Iu nmier of cattle ill pe is, a rid
abaiidonii ic .i;.l their cooking u tonsils, and other articles. But for tI is cir-
cun11slmance, ve shonilld ave surprised, and perhaps destroyed, Powcll and
his band.

'F'lie country has nolv been conmpletely scouted, and relieved from the
eneiny, as far south as the Withlacoochie.

Major Pierce, to whose active exertions I am greatly indebted, un11ited
itIi ile lalSI nIght Witil a fcrce of 200) regulars, ald blrinogring seven days'

rations for tlhe wvh ole arty : withi tllis, wve sh all arch to-day for tlhe Withi-
lacoochl i. (.)n r force wvill i)e ;ajout 1,350. We hope soon to nmeet tile ene-
tly. So fall, otir advanced parties have killed eleven Indians, without loss
onl our part.

With our present supply of provisions, we hope to be able to encounter
the eneimv Ini his stron(rhold otl the Wi tlitlacoochie; afier which, our depots
-nI the Voltisia, anied at thCe mionth of the same river, will afford us the nmealns
of replenislingr our suipplics.

[ haec the honor to be, very respectfully, sir, your obedient servant,
1H. K. CALL,

UComnandin,- (amyrf JFlurida.
Tli 110lIo. tIhe SECRETARlY 0f WAR.

IEAD(QUA Ri:Its, FoRTr DRANE,I Vto/0cr 19, I S36.
Siit: I had tle hoijor, onl thle 10th inst., to in form you of ny conterll-

Iha1ted nlltlCi to tile W\itillacooclle.
()n the eCvetingl befOre my arrival. (idon el Randall, tle adjo tanit amlil-

spector Teileral , was ordered, wvilih.iMajor ipslhan, of the 'Ton nessee brigdLe,
to advance withi thle spies under commnjand of Captains Lauiderdale anid 'W11'i-
son, and thle front (gu.1ard under conjanand of Colonel 'Trousdalc, alild select
ait itlcati ipleiut aboiit four niles fromn the, river. In) the pe rforinlltnce of
ihis dmit . they surprised a party of tile enemyikilled tetl wvarriors, alnd cap-
tired eleven women auid children. But five of thle warriors escaped, and
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.2vcral of them were traced for some distance by the blood. We learned
froroi the prisoners that the stronghiold of the energy was immediately on
the opposite side of the river, and not more titan four miles distant ; andl
that one of the prinici pal negro-towns was about three miles distant, siinated
beatweell tile WVithlicoochie and a streli IJOvill(r into it fromi laklrre lake.
The IlCxt morning I attempted to cross the river, bat foubnid it swollen by
thle heavy railns, and out of its banks. The enemy was ill possession of the
opposite side, and crave us a volley as soon as we appeared, but wvitho t
elect. 'T'wo hundred ,rood horsemien, under the conliliand of MaTljor Gor-
don, were ordered to dismnolunt and take the bhank of the river ; this vas
donle With great (rallalntly by all the officers and men engaged , aid(l a palr-
tial fire ensuIed, wvhiichi continued for soeIC tire, when, asceraining( the iml-
practicability of swvimin:iizg ou r horses, under the fire of the eneiny, where
the river was near two hIundred yards wide, I caused tile detaciineitt to
reliro. In this fire Maljor Gordon was slightly wounded in the breast, and
two of thi(. privates were w wounded, but nOt dangerously. The loss of the
enemy was not ascertained, bitt supposed to be mnuch greater tItan ours.
On the smine day, Lieutenant Colonlel (ill, of tile 'r'elnessee 1)1iirLade. \was
despatcihed to attack the~negro-town, above described. lle was m'et at tile
streamn, w ichi constitutes the principal barrier of deflence, by a body of ni-
oroes anic Indianis, who disputed llis pqass;lare witIl great obstinacy for one
hour and a half, whlen the enerny was driven from lls position, as it is be-
lieved, with considerable loss; several were seent to fall, and one ill piarticli-
lar, wvhio was seen to fall from a tree. Our loss was three killed-our
faithful Inidian guide Billy. and privates McKinley aand Daniel I-. West, of
the rTlennessee brigade, and eight woutided ; but, I am happy to say, none
of thiom dangerouisly.
The stock ofour provisions beinr nearIV exhausted, we were, coipelled,

the next day. to march to ouir suLplies1, hiavitigr every conlfidence that the
depot at tile njouth of the \VNithilacoochiie had bleeti (Cstablislhted, froin vhichi
we were not more than thirty miles distant. We riarchled to that place for
relief, but wee were unable to penetirte the coutttry to the mouth of the
river ; and onl our arrival at tile lowest practicable point, riot hearing any
thing of the l)arty ordered to establislh the depot. I was cotimpelled, mnost
reluctanily. to fhll back on this place. But for this disappointment, I am1
c(ltfidenit the war mirlght have been closed iln ten days. As I hild expected,
Colonel Lai e's regtlment was operating itear nm on tile river, and has tilis
inorninurunited with me. Ott ills arrival at Tamipa Baty, lie had a skir-
riisll with Ilie enemiv within a few miles of tile fort, in wvhiichl lie deteate(
and drove them at all poinirs. Thlie loss of the enemy was not ascertained
that of (Coloitel Lane was two regular soldiers wounded. On hlts niarch
to the Withilacoochie, lie again encotititered the enemv ill the lakes and
swarrilms of the river. iil his approach, the inen were sotimetinies ill) to tile
shoulders in water, and were compelled to carry 1ile atiititiitioni oil their
bayotie ts.

With all these disadvantafres he continued to advance, and routed tire
enemy fronit Ilis stronigt position). Onl thlis occasion lie ihad one of Illis war-
riors wotinded what effect was produced oil thl emieniy was inOt ascer-
tained, as they lied as soon as the barrier was passed. I lhave ordered the
mounted mnie to fall bakelt oll Black creek, to forage the horses, which [rhve
been withiotit gralin for tinore than twenity days. I shall remain here with
Colonel Lanic's command ; and while ouir horses are recruitilln, Will have a
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largre (ilatitivy of provisiolis despatLe:h(ed here, and from this shall advance a
piost illill cilalilol-shot of tile elleiliy, oil tile AWithllaconcilie. rj'115 is a
pliaCe of great strenurthi, frton the liatml.l barrier it presents to every ap.
proacll, and where, I leani from the prisoners, tile womili and children wvere
cou ccaledl dlirilru II(e l 1st win te r a el sprin11g. 1 have desliatchled atinfaheer
to ascerta i thile sitliuatiol of the d&pot at tle nmonthi of tie WA ithllaeoochie, to
eltahile 1110to opln ait COill0ilinilcatioll IW land or%%(I atetr. I hope in tell days
to he able to take tle field aglu,iiand that tile war will he closed in at short

illie.
I have tile 1101ior to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

IR. K. C'AL,I,
General, couionandinig the army o/ Fluriida.

lion. Ia-:rS C(A.SS,
S cue'lary '!/ Var, IWas/ijn-lon.

IILTED(1UART'LERIS, oii'D1'1R.AN'I-,
(October 22, 183.

Sr : I have tlue honor herewith to eclnrose a copy of the official report
of icuteal;ullt ( olonei Brownv, of the (Jretk volt(eers, grivill an acIconljt
of thel niarch of that re(tinient frorn Tampa Bay to this place, where they
un cited with nie oil tlhe 1910i instant.

W\ih tile nlost pi'in ful regrret, I have ito iniforin you thlat, within a very
few hitours after thle arrivalI of tils reilmenit, iis ,gallaiit conmmtianider, '(olonel
ILaInIe, it) a parox ySInI of insauiirY pr)Oduced bYi fauever of thle braitin, occa-
si e edlv i.x c-essi ye fati(rile alld alXi tv oii lie marehI, committed siiici de
lIv ii trodiicirlgr tIle )poilit ofhi'sI ord above lie right eye, alnd lorcingr it
almost thiroIIgrhi his head.

1Bv this wulanchioly occurrence, t11e armiy has been deprived of one of its
most valuable and efficictit officers, aind thle country has sustained a. severe
loss. I ali1 iihappqi, h however, to add. tiat, Ill(ilu ll lie was hihrl v esteenied
Iby thle troops 1111ider II;s commoni iatd, tIhicy have hjeconie reconiciled to hiIs loss,
and evince every disposition to proseco tetIewar *vith vigor arid Zeal, tinder
Inv (otlier oflier xvho may he dusigntted to coiiimand iliuni.

have thle lionor to be, respectfully, s- r, your obtdierit servaint,
It. K. CALL,

General, cum7manding I/iC armwy *!f Fluorida.
Ilon. Li.:ivis C(%ss,

Secl-etalty oJ W an.

)ocntincent roferrtd lo in (Govet'nor Call's letter of Ocloitr 22, 1836, ad-
dressecd to t/hc .ccreeary rof War.

FOiRT DiRANE:, ()ctrb&r 22, 1836.
GOviItINOR: TheiCnela rich0oly event wVhiclz occurred here onl tlle l 9th

calses thle duty io devolve oil ine of reporting to you thre movenlents of tile
Crick regiment ()f voluulteers, since its departure fromii Tampa Blay. AVe
lett our carp near Port B~rooke, and crossed Ilie l-illsboroglur river (on Mon-
dayIthie 1)tit instant, and encamiiped about one rmtile from the fort. On



Tuesday sye marched 18, on Wednesday 19, and on Thursday 20 miles,
wvitliotut any thiingr of interest ha;vitu(r occurred. Onl Friday. the 14th, we
started at 7zcven o'clock, and, havitim marchied three or fotir niles, one of
our scouts reported a hostile iallda lotlour right flank ; hninediate pursuit
enstued; but, beiwngr mounnted, le evaded us. On arriving at Ohle place wvhtere
hle disappeared, wve discovered, as far as theeyC could reach, extetisive lakes,
onl which were iian y and lheavily timbered islainds, conitected together in.
some instances bv exterisive marshes colntainlil ng a heavy arrowthi of grrass.
Our Indians havilng reported a fresh trail, mid that a village wats seen in
thle Vicilnity, C(olonelC LIne called a halt, and made preparations for a scout.
dire accordingly left o horses and aIgr(r;Iore and struck off in a northeast
direction ; xwe soon foutid a small deserted village. Procceditig on 'iard to-
wards the south, we passed over sonic fitte hamnmocks, and calomC to a ford
of soIme two hinicired yar(ls: ouir troops crossed it, partly by swiimlling and
partly by wvadicrt, carrylngr their anmifutlition onl the points of their bayonets.
Ilaviltir reached the opposite side, we found extensive coritfields, and n few
cattle anid ponies ; here was also a small villOge. Pursuitgr tile trail, we
came to an extelisive marsh, a mile at least ill he!itrth ; our Indians leading
tilhe way, we plutiged in. Thle mudt and water beilig from four to six feet
deep, our horses sooI1 became exhausted, otid all very sooin hlad to he aban-
doted. We then pursued our course on foot, the water at times uil) to our
necks, alnd bottom so soft as to make it aliitost impossible to keep otir heads
above water ; we at length safely attained the shore, having passed a l r'd
SuICII asLI;hS seldom or never beell attempted by white troops. We found our-
selves on a beautiful fertile island, of several miles ill extent, w ithi a trail
rtinting_, south, which we pursued about a mile, and arrived at an extensive
vill ge, which hod evidently been but recently abandoned: here we foun d
corn, cattle, lhogs, maany doimestic utensils, and several scalps of white men.
Pursnitii our course more westerly for half a mile, we camie to aotothier
large village. wvherc we found the same: I pressure the two villa(res m11Ust
have cotitaitted about 150 lodges. From there we followed the trail ahott
hnitof a uile to a sitnall declivity, at the bottom of wvhich was a small pond,
and onl tile side of which was a low scrub which extended to the left about
iltaf a mile. tid on the rigit of which was a thick hammock : our van was
here saluited by tile enemy, which was promptly retained. We immediately
pushed on, atid ia smart skirmiish of a lialf hour's dutation ensued, wvhmen
tile enemy gave wsray and retired into the hiamimock, tie scrub being so very
thick ats to be impenetrable. We pursued for a anile or more, both parties
keepitig ull a running fi ht, wvhetn we came to an extensive open field.
We pitrstied to the opposite side of this, whei. tile eneiny scatter ':' ano-
tiler thick hamuitock, and we gave up the pursuit ; having, inl the w hole
skirmish. had but otte nuatn woutided. It is but an act of justice to sav that
every ina;n did his duty ; atnd, if I have any blame to find with the officers
of the regriment, it is for their too great eageriless to push forward and get
ill immediate contact with the enemy.

TnIe loss of tile enemy could not be ascertained, nor the number englaned,
in consequence of the wvell kitown fact, that thtey immediately carry their
killed and wounded ofr tile field, and thant the scrub in Vwlichu thle principal
skirmish took place wvas so very thick that but fewv could be seen at a tilnc.
I should say, Itowuver, titat there were 30 or 40 of thiemrx, antd several were
doubtless killed and wounded, from the heavy fire poured into the scrub.
On our return, our Indians killed sone 100 cattle, and probably as mianly
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11gs, and( dfrove to camp ab)oult 200 niore of the former. We returned by
another trail ill a north west direction, a hd,having swam abotit lUO vards to
the malnllild, reached camrip about sunset. Our Indians during_ thie light
ljrotla4 lt inmiole cattle, so that we had in nll nbon t 400 head. W\e mnarched
the llext day about 12 miles, having, passed onl on r right a continued snc-
cessioli ol extensive lakes and swanmps. Onim Sunday, the 116th, we reached
time WVithlnacoochi e, about 10 o'clock, and made immediate preparations for
cross ng, vlniclm we )erlornined by ; o'clock in tile evenillnr, by means of a
small calloe al ld som1e verV small rafts made i7y tIle Indins. N'e encamp.
ed for tille niht jllst h'mlott the walls of' Fort Izard ; the next morning, pur.
.Stlillzr our nlrcih, we struck a large trail leadim,, to time soutlwest-tnis we
followed for sevenl miles, and encamped. Duringr the evening your deltach.
tilenit arrived. The next niornillmr took tip our line of march for this place,
and mimarchmed 22 miles and encamped, afnd arrived here the next morning at
llill-' past 91 o'clock.

I have time honor to be, respectfully, your most obedientservant,
HIARVEY 13ROWVNE,

Lieut. Col. ommana uiding C-eek volunteers.
HIS EXCellenlCY 1t. K. CALL,

(.ohntlanderi-n-chief.

IlAD(tUARRTERis, FORT DRANE, October 29, 1836.
Si t: I haIve the honor to enclose to you two general orders, providing

for thme appointment of thme officers of the regiment of Creek volunteers, sub-
ject, however, to your approval.

'rimose announced ill the order of the 28th instant had previously, with
one exception, received tile sanction of Colonel Laanc andG(leneral Jesup,
alnd wvere only confirmed by mne, bimlt wi h enrtire approbation.

l'hose announced in the order of tile 29th are officers of well lknown and
approved merit. I feel thle utmost confidence that they will all do justice to
the trust reposed in then,, and respectfully recommend them all to your
favorablet consideration and approval.

I shall soon have tile honor to write to you more fullyof my movements,
Which slialt Ibe rapid and consecutive, from this point.

I have tie lhonor to be, very respectfully, sir, your obedient servant,
R. K. CA LL,

(low manding arnmy (!f Florida.
T1he PRESIDENT of th/e United States, JI"as/hington.

I-IEADQUARruEuS, FoRT DRANE, November 10, 1836.
Sin : rIi, army will move this day in force, in pursuitof the enemy on

the Withlacooclhie. From tile best information received, I have reason to
believe that lie will await our approach, and once again dispute the passage
of the river.

With tile supplies now collected, and with the force under my command,
there call be no doubt of his speedy overthrow and dispersion ; ant, aided
ais I shraht be by a large Indian force of Creek volunteers, his escape witlmot
great loss is almlmost impossible. It is only to be feared that he may have
taken alarni at our preparations, and, by dispersing, render his defeat a task
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of greater time and labor. I incline, however, to tle belief that his former
success on the With lacoochie, aind the natural strength of-the position, will
induce him to risk another combat on that ground.

General Readt has already penetrate(d in a steamboat 12 miles above Fort
Clinch, (formerly C(anmp Graliarn, at a point about 20 miles from the mouth
of tile river.) and is now fitting out a similar expedition, in the confident ex-
pectation of reaching a point opposite to the Cove, and where the army will
be operating.
From General Jesup I have no later advices than to the 23d ultimo, when

he wvas preparing to transport the marines and Alabama volunteers to
Tampa Bay, from which he would immediately march to co-operate with
me oln the Withlacoochie.
To meet the exigrencies of the army, to keep open the communication be-

tween the Withlacoochie and the St. John's, and to enable the dispersed
inhabitants of Alachua to retuln to collect their cattle and property, I have
re established this post, where will be kept a small deposite of military
supplies.
The delay in the operations of the army has been thus far unavoidable,

from the unexpected delay in the establishment of tile depot of the Withla-
coochie. We shall now advance with adequate supplies for our present
expeditioni, and with the means of replenishirnga them from several points.

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, sir, your obedient servant,
R. K. CALL,

General, commanding in citief ini Florida.
Thle Hon. the SECRETARY OF WAR.

'TALLAHASSEE, November 18, 1836.
Salt: 1 have the satisfaction to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of

the 5th of November. Anticipating your authority to draw arms from the
public arsenals, I sent to Mount Vernon, Alabama, and have now on their
way to this place 1,000 muskets and two six-pounders, with a sufficient
supply of arms and ammunition. I have also received 700 stand of arms
from Tampa Bay. This will enable me to arm such troops as may come
to our relief, as well as those of the Territory ; and 1 hope we shall be able
to defend ourselves. The distance between us and the Creeks is but imincon-
siderable, and we are separated by a very sparse population. 1 am appre-
hensive that, when pressed by the troops of Alabama and Georgia, they will
retreat to tile peninsula of Florida; in which event, they will desolate a part
of this country. I am, however, adopting the most active measures of de-
fence, and hope to he ready to receive then. The bands of the enemy
which. infested this part of the country have been driven back, and they
have left it at present undisturbed. I have no doubt they will pay us a
visit again in a short time, but I shall then be prepared for them. The
steamboat I mentioned in my last will sail on to-morrow to relieve the gar-
rison at Black creek and the Witlhlacoochie. Agreeably to your request, I
shall immediately open a correspondence withl General Scott on the subject
of ouir defence. My knowledge of the country will perhaps enable me to
be of service. I

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
R. K. CALL.

Hon. LEwis CASS,
iSccretary of Wfar.
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HEADQUARTERS, VOLUSIA, November 27, 1836.
Sini: The armry tinder my command arrived at this place on yesterday,

and I liave the honor to report the result of its operation against the cne.

iny since thle 10th instant, the day on which I iniformed yon I should malrch
in pursuit.
On the morning of the 13th we arrived at the WVithlacoochie, and pro-

ceeded inmmediatelv to cross the river and pass into the Cove, the former
stronglh-old of the enemy. This was effected withl great difficully. althoughn1o enemy appeared to oppose our passage, and the water had fillen more

than four feet since our former visit: four men were drowned ill crossing.
We found the river 220 yards wvide, in some places swvimming, and in all
others deep fording trom bank to bank. Trhe regular troops, with tile
friendly Indians and a detachment of Florida volunteers, after crossing,
made aithorough examination of the Cove, and found it entirely abandon-
ed by the enemy.

I crossed myself with this division of the army, and encamped in the Cove
that night. In the mean tine, General Armstroig had been ordered, with
the Tennessee brigade, to march upon the north side of the river, and force
a passage across the stream where our troops had met with such obstinate
resistance on the 13th of October. On approaching the stream he fOound
nIo Cnem)y to resist his passage, but it was in part still swvimmingr and diffi-
cult to cross. The passage was effected, annd the 2d regiment, under the
command of Colonel Trousdale, advanced to attack the Indian ancd nearo
settlements in that vicinity. They found all the towns abandoned, and dis-
covered large trails of the enemy leading to the east and northeast. A
neg ro,captured in one of the houses, reported that they had fled to the
Wahoo swamp. 'FIe Tennesseans burnt three large towis, which Nvere
built ofhewii logs, and appeared to have been constructed during the last
spring andsummer. They discovered very little appearance of cultivatiomi,
arid, from the report of the captured negrro, the enemy have nothing to sub-
sist on except beef.
The brigade returned that night to the camp on the river, where all the

Niaoggae of the armv had been left under a strongguard. Findingl that the
eriemy had abandonied his stronghold. (vhich appeared better defended by
nature than any place I have ever seen,) and discovering that all the trails
from the Cove across the river lead to the north side, I determined to recross
the river myself, and with the Tennessee brigade. a small detachment of
regular troops, and Florida militia, to pursue to whatever pointhe mignt
halve retreated ; while Colonel Pierce, with the troops which had crossed
into the Cove, was ordered to march up on the sonth side of the river, and
to form a junction wvith me near Daue's battleground.
'l

he two divisions of-the army marched on the 16th instant on the routes
assigned then. On the 17th, about noon, a large encampment of the ene-
mywas discovered on our right flank, and not morethan four hundred
yards from our line of march. Tlie1st regiment of Tennessee volunteers,
under(Colonel Bradford, being on that flank, General Armstrong was or-
dered to advance with it and attack the enemy. Th3 Indians had taken
the alarm, and retreated into the edge of a dense swamp, where they had
deposited such of their baggage as they had time to remove, and where they
awaited our approach. T'he Tennesseans,under their gallant leader,ad°
vanced with great intrepiditywithin gunshot of the position held by the
enemy,vhien, they dismounted under fiis fire, and, by one of the most spirit-
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ed charges that ever was made, in a few minutes possessed themselves of
the hammock and drove the enemy from his ground. Ouir troops pursued,
sometimes waist..deep in mud and water. The pursuit was continued as
long as an enemy could be discovered.
The spy companies, tnder the command of Major-Lauderdale, accom-

panied by Major Barrow, aid de-camp of General Armstrong, had been
detached in the morning in pursuit of a party of Indians, supposed to be
near otir encampment of the preceding night. They returned just before
the close of the action, and, with the companies of Captains Finley and
Bledsoe, of the 2d regiment, were ordered to take a position on the left, to
cut off the retreat of the enemy should he attempt to pass in that quarter;
but the enemy fled precipitately from the field, being completely routed,
even in the swampwhich he had selected for the battle ground, leaving all
his baggage and horses.
The less of the enemy was twenty found dead on the field, and no doubt

is entertained that many others were killed, who were not discovered in the
slight examination made in passing over the field. In wounded the enemy
must have suffered severely, as twventy-one distinct trails of blood were disd
covered through the hammock into which they retreated. Our loss was
one killed, (private Wm. A. Beard, of Captain McMahon's company,) and
Asa Hays, of the same company, wounded.
Of Captain Crouch's company, there were wounded, Wm. Morton mor.

tally; Sherwvood Green and Win. Newcomb severely, but not dangerously.
Of Captain Tipps's company, Henderson Hunt, wounded.
Of Captain Fletcher's company, Ensign R. A. McLane and Granger

Wright, slightly.
Of Captain Baber's company, R. B. King.
Of Captain Gibson's company, Bishop Hubold. Total killed and wounrid-

ed, U.
I cannot speak too highly of the bravery and good conduct of all the offi-

cers and men engaged in this affair. Gen. Armstrong and all the members
of his staff, and General Read, of Florida, who acted as volunteer aid-de-
camp on the occasion, were distinguished for their courage and activity in
the field. Colonel Bradford, Lieutenant Colonel Cahal, and Adjutant Brad-
ley most gallantly led the charge into the hammock, and were as gallantly
followed by the brave men they commanded. Major Goff was also distin-
guished for his activity and bravery.

With regard to the company officers, where all behaved with so much
spirit and zeal, and each was emulotis to surpass the other in feats of bra-
very, it is a difficult matter to discriminate between them. It will be suf-
ficient, therefore, to mention the names of those who were etrgAgd in the
action: these were Captains McMahon, Crouth, Tipps, Frierson, Fletcher,
Roberts, and Jones, and Lieutenants Lipscomb and Levy, cominatnding
companies in the absence (through sickness) of their dapthibs, And Lietften-
ant Garland, commanding Captain Gibson's company, who was then absetit
on duty.

I cannot pay a higher or more just compliment to the troops engaged in
this action, than to say that every officer and soldier fully sustained the
high character of Tenness~eefor enterprise and valor. After the close of
the action, which lasted about thirty minutes, the arnynyafhed aboWut four
miles in the direction of Dade's battle-ground, where we halted for the



night, and made the necessary arrangements to move forward and attack
the clenmy, if to be found, in the Wahoo swamp.
On the morning of the 1Sth, the baggage-train was placed in a compact

form, under the protection of two pieces of artillery and a detachment of
regular troops, commanded by Captain Trompkins, and a strong guard of
Tennesseans and Florida -niilitia. At an early hour I marched at the head
of five handled and fifty Tenllnessee troops, and about 11. o'clock, after cross-
insg two brooks, skirted with dense hammocks, which formed a part of the
*Wahioo swanmp, we entered a piece of open ground, which brought us in
view of a town which held been just abandoned and set fire to by the enemy.
They were so closely pursued, that several of them were seen as they enter-
ed the hiammnock, where, they gave us to understand, they were prepared
to receive luS.
The line of battle was immediately formed : the troops on1 foot prepared

to enter the hamnmock, while a detachment of horse on each flank remained
in the open ground to act as occasion might require. While the men ordered
to advance Nvere yet in the open ground, and had approached within gun-
shot of the hammock, the enemy opened a deadly fire upon them. A charge
was ordered, and wvas most gallantly made ; our troops entered the harnmock,
and in a few moments the whole line became engaged. It was soon dis-
covered that the enemy otlflanked us on the right and left, and at one time
they showed themselves in force in our rear. Their force could not have
been less than from 6t00 to 700.
A part of the horsemen were ordered to -dismount and charge on the

right and left flanks, while others were sent to disperse the Indians in the
open ground, who were firing in the rear at long gunshot distance. These
orders were promptly obeyed: Captain Fletcher, at the head of eighteen
mounted men, charged and most gallantly dispersed about fifty warriors in
open. ground. Colonel Bradford led tile charge on the right, and Lieuten-
ant Colonel Caahal on the left; Colonel Trousdale and Lieutenant Colonel
Guild led the centre; and a more gallant and intrepid charge was never
made on any occasion. In thirty minutes the enemy was driven at all
points, and fled precipitately from the field. Our troops continued the pur-
suit as long as the enemy could be seen; alter which, they returned in
good order to the open ground, bringing their dead and wounded with
them.

rTfle loss of the enemy, on this occasion, must have been very consider-
able. In passing over the field, twenty-five were found dead, and it is be-
lieved mlany others were carried off during the fight. Their wounded can-
not -be estimated.
Our loss was three killed, viz: Lieutenant Pinkney Green; Bumnock

Riggs, of Captain Bledsoe's company; and Andrew Lynch, of Captain Bat-
tle's company.
The wounded were, R. K. P uderson and George W. Mitchell, of Captain

Hamilton's company; Lewis Waggoner, of Captain Crouch's company;
James Gay and John Mitchell, of Captain Tipps's company; William C.
File, of Captain Baber's company; Lieutenant R. A. Alexander, of Captain
Lauderdale's company; John Warner and George Tucker, of Captain
Campbell's company; William Robinson, of Captain Finley's company;
Thomas Cooper, of Captain Battle's company; and Worthy Walker, of
Captain Henry's company.

Total, killed and wounded, 15.
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Too much cannot be said in praise of the troops on this occasion, They
contended with a superior force; and not an instance occurred, through the
day, in which any officer failed to do his duty. General Armstrong and
every member of his staff were active and energetic, anid displayed great
bravery during. the action. Captain Johnson, of tile Indian regiment and
Sergeant Harris, of the Florida militia, (both there without command,)
Wie~re distinguished for their bravery, and acted as volunteers with the spy
companies. The following is the list of officers of theTennessee brigade
engag(red in the action. (See list appended.) So soon as the necessary ar-
rangements could be made for carrying our killed arid wounded, we com-
menced our return march to camp, which we reached about nine o'clock at
night.

The next day (the 19th) being the day appointed for Colonel Pierce to
unite with me, I inarched downthe road to Dade's battle-ground, still near
the enemy,where I hoped to meet with his division thatnight, and to enter
the swvanip the next day in full force.
He did not reach that point until the following day at 12,M. The

swaamp) was about five miles distant, and itwas then too late to march and
enter itwith the hope of doing any thingy that'day, The army had alrea-
dy been on half rations for several days, but 1 resolved to spend one day
more in searching the swamp for the enemy; accordingly, on, the morning
of the 20th instant, after leaving our baggaae under a strong detachment,
commanded by the gallant Colonel Bradford,dte army movedt6rwvard again
to the swaamp. It was soon discovered that the enemy was on the edge of
it,anvaiting our approach.

rThe line of battle was immediately formed: theTennessee troops on the

right; the regulars and two companies of Florida militia, under the command
of Colonel Pierce, formed the centre; and the regiment of friendly Indians
formed the left. The horsemen constituted the reserve.

So soon as theline was formed, the Indians raised a yell, and opened a fire
along the whole of the centre and right. A charge was ordered, and our
troops entered the hammock without discharging a gun, although they re-
ceived a heavy volley from the enemy as they advanced on the open ground.
For a few moments, the fire continued heavy along the whole line, when
the enemny gave wvay in every direction; they were pursued until the troops
lost sight of them.
Some time was lost in finding the direction in which the main body of

the enemy had retreated. It was at length discovered that they had passed
to the left. The regular troops, with the mounted Florida volunteers, under
command of Colonel WarrenD -id the friendly Indians, were ordered imme-
diately in pursuit, while the 'I nessee brigade moved on to support them.
The regular troops, under Colonel Pierce, in their advance, encountered a
morass, where the officers were compelled to abandon their horses, and the
men were, at times, above their waists in mud and water; and were at least
an hour advancing three-quarters of a mile. The 2d regiment of Ten.
nessee volunteers, under Colonel Trousdale, encountered the same diffi-
culty, and experienced the same delay.

In the mean time, Lieutenant Colonel Brown, with his usual enterprise,
had discovered a trail to the left, avoiding the morass and passing over dry
land, through a dense hammock. At the head of about one hundred and fifty
friendly Inaians, he pressed forward with great intrepidity, and soon found
himself engaged with a large body of Indians, strongly posted in a cypress
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swamp, on the opposite side of a deep and baggy stream. A severe conflict
here occurred ; and while the brave Major Mouijle, one of the chiefs of the
Creek regiment, was advancing to head at charge across the stream, he Iell
and stink into the water. Our Indians continued to fight against thle fear-
ful odds with which they were engaged, until they werc reinforced by a
part of Captain Evans's and Lieteinant Myrick's companies of Florida mili-
tia, and thle Florida mourited men, under command of Colonel Warren.
These troops advanced at once to the attack with the van of the artillery,
ni~d poured a heavy fire on the enemy. Soon after, the remainder of the
regular troops, under Colonel Pierce and Major Gardner, and the 2d regi-
rnent of Tennessee volunteers, under command of Colonel Trousdale, hav-
ingl passed the morass, arrived, and joined in the action. The firing cons
utulied heavy for some time, until the enemy was driven from his posi-
tion and silenced, with the exception of a few guns which were occa-
sionally fired. Having no guide who could give any account of the stream,
the practicability of crossing it, even after the enemy had retired, being yet
unascertained, (while the evening was far advanced,) it was deemed proper
by the officers in command at tile stream to return, after carrying off their
dead and wounded. They were then ordered by me to the open ground in
the rear, when the killed and wounded were collected. The army then re-
turned to their camp, which they did not reach until about ten o'clock at
night. The state of our supplies not permitting us to remain longer than
that day, we spent the last hour we could spare in pursuit of the enemy.

The loss of the enemy on this occasion cannot be correctly estimated.
Teti were found dead on the field where the fight commenced; and no
doubt is entertained of their having sustained n severe loss at the creek,
both from the immense volleys poured in upon them from our front atnd
flank, and from their having abandoned a position so admirably calculated
for defence. It is supposed they could not have lost less than fifty killed
during the day.

Our loss in killed was the brave Major Moriac, a friendly chief, and two
Creek Indians: total 3, of the Creek regiment. Of the regular troops, one
lieutenant, one corporal, and twvo privates: total regulars, 5.
The following is tile list of onr wounded:
Captain Ross, of the marine corps, who commanded a company in the

Creek regiment, had his thigh broken while bravely leading his command
into action; Captain Maitland, of the artillery, also received a severe wound
while leading his men to the charge; two sergeants, two corporals, and two
privates of the regular troops were also wounded.
Of the Tennessee brigade, private Benjamin Cooper, of Wilson's comn-

pany, was mortally wounded in the last affair. Joseph B. Duncan, of Rob-
erts's company, Alexander Lyons, of Baber's company, and Robert Hays, of
Campbell's company, were also wounded. Total regulars and Tennessee
volunteers wounded, 16.
The conduct of all the officers and men engaged during the day was

marked by tile most deliberate courage; and that success was not entirely
complete in every particular, was owing to the nature of the ground, and
to the delay which'was caused in passing the morass. Where all behaved
so well, it is difficult to discriminate. I cannot, however, forbear to men-
tion the names of Lieutenant Colonel H. Brown, Major Morriss,' Captains

'Note appended in pencil-marks.-We are happy to perceive that this officer is not among
the killed, as stated in our Saturday's paper.
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Ross, Maitland, Piercy, and Searle, and Lieutcenant Lec, of tle artillery, who
sustained the first unequal combat with the enemny at the disputed passage.

These were followed and bravely sustained by Colonel WN arren, Captain
Evans, and Lieutenant Mlyrick, of thre Florida tniiitia, aIdl( by Al jor Gard-

ner, Captains Tompkins and P.orter, of't tol artillery, anl( ti c officers and
men under their command. Indeed, no hliiii3 praise ca1n bCe pNaid to Colo-
iiel Pierce, and the regular troops mi ide r his cominoidii, hoti oflicer'S aild n ien,
than to say that all behlaveed with tlheir chlar ate ristic valor; and t hose who
were the foremost in the action weere l)rcisely those wlim circa instances
and the nature of the ground favored ill tliiir advance.

rThe following is the list of tlie office's en wgag I in tllie above affiiaisrle Tenniesseans v.e'e led inlito action by Cbolot 1I Tatisdale, I.ietiten-a `ttColonel Calall, (coltlllanlldill the 1 St gi(rlmlen)t ill the abse ace of,olonl,
B3radford, left in command of thle canmip.) atnd Lieuteuili t C'olon/el GUiltd.
'Tese X~ei' all disti ngn ished for their galbiti'try aicen gond conchlwlit dtriw-g
thle day. Besides his active participation iii the afih ir of, diivill r tile enelmy
frorri thle hariamock, Colonel T1irousd ale, wvitlI his rug-ile lit, joi i(d i ll the at-
tack upon the enemy at the disputed passagfe of' the streaiin within his tsial
spirit and valor. For the names of the comj-atiyofIicers etigagecd ii thle af-
fair of' the 2 1st, I refer you to the enclosed list.

I should do injustice tomy own feelit(-s, as well as to ti 0: memllblils of mly
state, were I to overlook them on this occasion. It aflbrds Ine pleasure to
say that ill every battle they displayed the mlost deliberate conIai(re, a1ti in
every march they were prompt arid zealous ill the perforniatice of' their
duty. (Colonel RandallI, flhe adjutant and inspector (relleral of thle arily,
had mniatv arduious and important duties to1).r'fot'm. inlvli ich ie always
disl)layed great etiergy and decision, and, by his activity antd intelligence,
aflordedc tiegreat service ill the field. Colonel F'itzpatrick, as well as Colo-
nels Braden, Downinr, and Pitnamn, my aids de-camip, and General Read,
of Florida. (vwho acted as my voltinteer aidlde campn on several important
occasions,) are entitled to my warmest thanks, not only for their gallant
conduct inl the field, but for their zeal and activity on all occasions.

'T'hie army havingleen on half rationsfor several dayts-a privation to
which tilh(y stihinitted wvilih the greatest ceicerluilness,froin their anxiety to
contend wvithi the enlemyats lotng as possible, therenlot ilviimg been left, fbr
several days, a grain of corn even for the Wvtronll and artillery horses ; while
the grass of the country at this season afforded no adequate support toIheni-
on themorning of the 22d I felt myself compelled reluctatitly to march to

depot for siipplies ; and accordingly tooktupnliy line ofmarchfor thi9
)lace, which we reached on the morning of thle fiith day. From the tirin.
ber of' trails seen leadingr fromn the W-Vahoo svarop onl the njorninic of the
22d, there is sone reason to apprehend that theeienry abandoned that po.
sitiol olo the night of the 21st, scatteriimj into suil l);liii es toivoid pursuit.

latdthenatilue of otir supplies etialed iis to maintain our posiioll a few
days loigri-r, the enemiv would have been driven fi'oin ll ihi in,-places.

Wiah ll te least possible delay, the t roops tiider ldycoal ailand will lie p.
parked for atiother expedition. anid will takell) theIine of uiarch iln ptirbiit
of the enelny.

I eliclosevou, herewith, a sketch of the countrythce scene of'ourtlte
operations, ihe dotted lines onwvhiichm will designate the routes pursued by
the army. Mvinch of' the interior of thiscollltry yet reinainsunexplored,oL
which nowhite man hasthe least knowledge. 'We have penetrated the

7
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Cove and Walhoo swamp at all known accessibIle points, and have facilitated
to other expeditions the work of dislodgin- the eneniy from tihis hitherto ill-
nceessible fastness. No descripdtinl cIii do jUStiCe to the diffictilty of pene.
tratilngc tlhis regrioll from anv poilit. The map, has been prepared bhr th1at in-
telligretnt oflieer and exellent draugrh1[snmnti, Captain Searle, of tite Creek
regnient.

It is prnopr to add, in relatlion to the movement of the division under
Colonel Pierce, detachled from the Cove, that lie completely fulfilled the ob.
jects oft he expedition. After crossing to the soutlh, out of' the Cove, by a
route hiillherto uiuknown, in wl icll thle rrcatest dilliculties were surrnnunted
and after exploring th(e country ill is route, le lfimet with no Irio0e import-
*nt incident than roultiigh and dispersing a sniall. party of hostile Idialls,
who escaped into tile swanmp. lHe discovered to reccnt trails leading fiorn
the Cove to thile sonth, nor any other practicable access to it on that side
than the very difliculIt one ovcr which lie penetrated.

In n)oticilngr tie good coLIduct of tIle troops nIi)dUr my CoMlIlMad, 1 ou0lht
not to onlit mletiomiwr somie of tdie friendly Indianis, wvho have given si(rnal
instances of bravery in battle nniongst thieni, Paddy Carr, rT'ustuinIlUggy
Lad(o, and John Ilopoiiy stand conlspicluous.

I have the lionor to be, very respectfiully, sir, your obedient servant,
It. K. CALL,

General corning andin-,r, c-c.
To the I on. Si-CrETARYu0voW 111,

Was/hinglton.
[Lists referred to in thc foregoing letter.]

List of captains and of/cers of th/e Tennessee brigade commanding in the
ballle of the 18/th of November.

1st reginient-W'vilson's spy comnpany.-Captains Fletcher, Jones, Crouch,
Roberts, Lipscomnbe, Lewis Levy, IMorriss, and IDouthal.

2d regimnent.-Captaitis Cants, Laudeidale, of spy company, Campbell,
Finley, Battle, McCoin, Bledsoe, Grundy, Chandler, Henry, of Robertson,
Lewis, of Nesbit, and Davis.

List of cal)tains and officers of the Tennessee brigade conandig in. the
battle of the 21st of November.

Ist recriment.-Captains Fletcher, Frierson, Tipps, Crouch, McMahon,
4Gibson, Lipscombe, and Lieutenant McLaurin.

2d regiment.-Captains Lauderdale, of spy company, Campbell, Finley,
Bledsoe, McCoin, Battle, Chandler, Grundy, Henry, of Tlirner, Adjutant
Nedc, commanding Henry's company, of Robertson, ;anid Lieutenant Hud-
son, commalndina Nesbits company.

II[EADQUARTERS, VOLUSlA,
December 2, 1836.

SIR: Your letter of the 4th itistant was delivered to me by Lieutenant
Johnston, a few miles from this place, on my approach ; anid I regret ex-
cecdilngly that my ill-health, and the many important official duties which
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have claimed my attention, should havc compelled me to delay my answer
until thle present time.

i shall surrender, most cheerfully, to General Jesup the command of the
army, in which the President has been pleased to supersede me, and have
giveell Lieni(Ecflait .Johnston every facility in my power to fild tile canmp of
that officer. I must be permitted to say, that 1 regarded youir letter as the
most extraordinary docu nutit I ever read.

It informed ino of a rumor which had reached Waslhinllron very ill-
favorable to my cOndL et and military character. It rentinids me of the
means, and supposed means, I possessed of achieving a victory over thle
enemy ; of the utiwillingtess of the department to credit the rumnor, but
that it liad been substantially coiiJilr-ned by vlrwo'es coin(niinice/ionts re-
ceived, &c., and fUrtlher " el6ckci e'd" by the verbal statement of Lieuten.
aint " Mitchell,' late of my staff, &c.
You lproceced to stute that no dlejinitivejwd.Epnent has been formed aS

to the circntmstances above referred to ;" atnd that, altltou'h "1 nto definitive
jdgnmuet has been formed as to the occurrences abuve rfjer-red to," you
are yet instructed bv the President to pronouice on mne wvhtat every one
mu-st conceive to be the deepest ceiisure, aiid to supersede nte in the coinl
mand of the ariny. Thlbius inflicting the severest penalty and the hlighest
disgrace, in the power of the President to vi;it upon mne, were my (gilt
established by the mjost incontrovertible testimony. All this is done with-
otit waitin(r to receive my official report, which I ain called oil to male
vilhout delay.
Now, sir, should I be so fortunate as to show, by a l)laint statement of

facts, which can be supported by the oaths of hundreds of honorable men,
that injustice has been done ine, carl the illjury be repaired ? LMay I hope
for that magnanimity which will aclknowledge error, and redress wrong'!
My official report of the incidents of the marchi toanhdfrom the Wthla-

coochie was made to the late Secretary of War, andi forwarded from Fort
I)rane on the 19th of October last. It was miadce while snfferin-r u.der
the most severe inidisposition, and does not do justice to many of the
officers tinder my command, or to myself. But I did' not feel culpable for
aliv thing that occurred, and therefore made no defencc of my conduct.
Lest it should not have been received by the department, a copy is herewith
enclosed. Allow me to offer a remark on the evidence on which I have
been condemned. As to the "rrumor," it is intancrible, and I shall say
nothing about it; nor are the communications, which you mention as
having been received, entitled, in my estimation, to higher credit, as they
n.ust have been destitute of truth. For Lieutenant Mitchell, who seems to
have "e lucidated" tile whole matter, anid whonm you seem to have con-
sidered as a member of my staff, sent on to Washington land Philadelphia
by ilme, on business connected with the replenishing of my supplies, I must
say, if he made such representations, he was truly unfortunate in com-
rnuniciating facts. For the want of an ordnance officer, so often complained
of to thedepartm-lent by the officers in command in Florida, I appointed rIr.
I1itchelhl to take charac of the amnlrunition, in the same order in Wvhich mly
stA'T was announted to the armlly. lie marched wilti us froim. Suiwanec
Old-towvn, anid lived in the famiily of General Arinistroig, until a fek'r days
buflore our return fronm the NVithllacoochie to Fort Drane, wvheii hea.camae
into tile mIess Withl myself and stalL. Oin our arrival at tile latter place, lhe
applied ior permission to go to B3lack creek, which wvas readily granted.
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He suggested that he might be of service in procuring and forwarding
the c6lthiingi and blankets, which I intended to older the: quartermaster at
Blark creek to purchase for the friendly Indians, as it had been represented
by their commander that they were in great want of those articles.

AtBllack creek I understood he applied to one, of my aids then at that
place. for an order to proceed to Charleston and Philadelphia to make those
purchases. 'T'liis waVs done without my knowledge, and certainly very
contrary to my intcltion, as I did not wish him to go farther than Black
creek. He hlas .rwarmirded 'no clothing for the Inidians, nor has he made
any report of his proceedings. I have to request that this officer may be
ordered, without delay, to join his company at Fort Clinch, on the Withla-
coochie. As to his havintrg bcen sent by mie to replenish my supplies, the
statement is erroneous. The Indians wvere almost naked, and I felt it mv
duitv to have thenm clothed, on the requisition of their commander.

I shall llnow proceed to answer the complaints or accusations which ycu
were instructed by the Prcsident to prefer against me. in the order in which.
they afe made. And, first as it regcrdshisn disappointment and.surprise"
that I should have commenced the execution of a campaign of so much
importance, and soSoloag meditated, without first taking effectual measures
to secure the. necessary supplies. When I formed my plan of campaign,
-which was submitted to thle department, Micanopy, but ten miles distant
fromIF-;orit Drane, was held as a military post, and was relied on as one of
the depots from whence supplies could be drawn for the use of the army
while engaged iin that quarter. Tampa Bay was another depot already
established; and I proposed another near the mouth of the Withlacoochie,
and one at this place. Su soon. as I was advised of the time when the
Treitiesseans would leave their cantonment in Alabama for Florida, I sent
an express to Colonel Crane, commanding the forces in East Florida, to
elmploy tile wholee transport train at Black creek in carrying supplies to
IM1icanopy. In a few days after this I learned, with surprise and embarrass-
ment, that Micanopy had been abandoned by that] oicer. This gave the
enemy undisputed possession of the country for forty miles farther north.
They were bravely met and taught on several occasions by Colonels War.
ren and Mills, of Florida, and Captain Tompkins of the United States
artillery. But they were too numerous for our forces, and I had not the
means of driving then back, and advancing other posts, until I1entered the
co1u.try wit}] thie Tennessee brigade. In pursuance of my plan of cam-
paigmi, abundanit supplies of every kind were deposited at Black creek, and
steamboats were in readiness, with which provisions and forage could be
COiiveyed to this place in tuvelve hours. 'Thus, on the eastern margin of
the peninsula, I was as fully prepared as the nature of the country wouli
admit of, and as any general could have been at the opening of a campaign.
Ii On tile western side of the peninsula I had only sufficient force to estab-
lish a depot at tile Suwvanee Old.town, where supplies were placed for the
use o' tIhe army when advaincing into the enemy's country. At St. Mark's
ample stores of every kind were deposited ready to be conveyed to the With.
lacoocllie whenever the army should advance to war and protect them.

Before this, it was impossible, with ite means which I possessed, to estab-
lish that depot.
On the 19th day of September 1 marched with the Tennessee brigade

from Tallahassee for Suwariee Old-town, where we arrived on the 24th.:
B3cfore I left Ttal1ahnsee, in addition to the supplies at the Old-town, a large
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brig, loaded with an assorted cargo, had sailed from St. Mark's to the mouth
of the Suwanee. Other vessels were known to be on their way from New
Orleanswith additional supplies, and the quartermaster was ordered to
charter a still furthernumber to carry the public stores from St.Alark's to
the same destination. rI'llesteamboat Minerva, calculated, frorrllerdraugiht
of water, toentcf and ascend the Withlacoochie, was chartered oil the 17th
of September to take in a cargo of forage and ammunition fromone of Gen-
eralJesUp's depotson the Chalttalioochie, and proceed to the mouth of the Sit-
wanee, where shewvas by appointment to be on the 24th of Septeniber. Tihe
steamboats sentm ne by the Governimient,tinder the command of naval offl-
cers,were already in the Suwvanec river, where I found them on ray arrival.
One of those boats,thle Izard, was ordered by ComimnodoreD)allas to return
to Pensacola ; the other two required repairs, and their crews were pros-
trate by disease. I ordered the Izard to remain, and permitted time other two
(neither of whichcould enter the Withlacoochie) to proceed to Pensacola for
supplies and fresh crews, expecting thenm to return as soon as possible ; but
they have never yet returned to their station, nor amn1 informed inwhlat man-
ner thev have been employedl)y Commodore Dallas. On the 29th day of
September General Read, of Florida,thaeii at Suwanee Old-town, was select.
ed for his well-establishied intrepidity of'character, his untiring perseverance,
anid his knowledge of the Withlacoochie, to take command ofa detnelinlent
of Floridamilitial and a small detachlmienit of regular troops daily expected
from Kev West to arrive at the mouth of the Suwanee, and with the steam.
boat Izard and two largeb)arges,(wlicil,oftihemselves, were capable of carry.
ing 60t) barrels of freight,) to proceed to the mouth of the Stivanee,where,
itwas supposed,lie wvotuld find thle steamboat Minerva and several other
vesselswith supplies, and proceed at once with their all to the mnouth of tile
Withlacoochie. (anly thirty-fiaemiles distant) and to ascend wvitli
the steamboats alnd bargcs, aid establish a depot at Graham's camp, about
fifteen or twentyniiles above thenmotith.
Thus prepared, oln the same day, the 29th of September, the arnmny march-

ed, without a. wag-on-train, carrying ten days' supply of provisions on their
ridingflarnd pack-lhorses, to attacktie enceyyat Fort Drane, which had been
for some time abandoned by our troops. The night before,an express wvas.
sent to Major Pierce, at Black creek, advising him ofmy intended move-
mllents, and directing him to advance without delay wvith his forces and all
the transport wagons with supplies for the army, relying on the large crops
of corn knowvn to have been made at General Clinch's and Mcintosh's
plantations for forage for our horses. On the 1st day of October the army
arrived at Fort Dra.ne, and but for the escape of an Indian from a partywe
surprised and destroyed, about ten miles off, who gave intelligence of our
approach, the whole M1ickasuky tribe would have bcen surprised, and per.
halps destroyed. We were greatly disappointed in findingr no corn at either
the plantation of General Clinch or of M1chitosh : thonoli large crops were
made, it had all boen destroyed by the Indians and cattle, which had free
access to the fields.
We, however, found an abundance of sugoar-cane, on which our horses

were fed, and onwhich they were greatly improved. The express sent to

lMajor Pierce did not front some cause arrive at Black creek by three days
as early as it should have done; but, expecting my orders to advance, his
wagons were all loaded and in readiness; and in two Hotirs after the arrival
of the express, though it was late at night, his whole train was in motion,
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and lhe joined mc on the evenin-zr of the tlh of October. I reported to tile
department that lie brouig-ht mie seven days' rations fbr the whole arn y. Th'is
was according to the reports imade to rie at the time ; huit the estimate did
not hold out, andIt nliliny of the compai[lies received btut five days' rations.
Wilhi this sitpply I resolved to follow the trail of the enemy, in oder to
find his stronghold, in preference to takilltr the roads made b)y ouir art-mies
it former marclhes, and, ais a further security ricraitist the necessity of beingjr
compelled to fall back for sulpplies ill anVy continey, I had ordered two
steamboats anid ,evcral schiooners to he laden within storage and provisions,
alnd to sail iin-itndiately uil) the St. John's river, and come to anchor in
Lake Geor(ge, theic to await a signall frommne to advance to Volhisia, only
six miles distant. These orders were promptly executed: the vessels as-
cended and took their stations, where they remained until they were order-
ed by an express boat to returni to Black creek. r'hie army marched on the
evening of thile 9th from F<Qort IDrane ; tile trail of thle enemy led us to his
strotlifiold in the Cove of the Withlhacoochie. Wer arrived at this poillt on
the n-morniing of the 1.3th; that (lay was spent in attempting to cross the
river withiotit success. The next morning, the 14th, the army having less
thjan two days' rations to subsist on, it becamne necessary to march to one of
the depots for relief. I foindtit(Cove of thte Withlacoochije sonruch lover
]own the river tijanl I expected, and conse(quently so much farther from
Yolisia, that I deemed it impossible for the army. without great distress, to
reach the latter place, as it would require a march1 of six or seven days. I
called a council of wvar to advise with the officers, and, after hearinglimv
views, they were adopted nd it xvas alrtnost unanimously determined that
we shoulditmarch to the depot ordered to hIe established on the Withlacoo-
chie. W\e accordinglyv took uip the line of march for that place.

illajor Golf, of tile Teni:essee brigade, wvas sent with two hundred men
in advance, to aseertain thle situation of the depot ; if lie should not find it,
to fire sigl)nal (rins with his whole command until lie received a response
frotn General Read. lie arivaticed to Graham's camp, the place directed
for the depot ; lie remained there durincr the night of the 15til ; the signtlal
guns were fired on the evening preceding annd on that morning, without re-
ceiviitg a reply.

Despairing of finding the depot, or of hearing from General Read, the
country beintg inipassale)C by land to the mouth of the river, and having
no boat to dsesend by wvater, he de:ermirned to return, and sent all express
to meet and in form me of tlhe result of' his; examination. On the 16th, the
express mnet mle about noon, ten or twelve miles fiom the point designated
for the depot. 'The arrny vas immediately halted. General lead had not
been heard iroim since the 29th of September; the provisions of the army
were almost eimtircly exhausted relief must be had as soon as practicable,
or extreme suifrering(r was the inevitable consequence.

'l'hie armjy could not reach Grahamri's camp, on the WVithlacoochie, that
iilit. If we advanced farther, and spent two more clays without finding

relief. the coinsequienccs must htave been fatal. In this trying situation
somethinginust be done, and done quickly. Afterafew moments' consult-
ation Nviih General Arnistrong anid Major Pierce, I resolved to march to
Fort I)rane, where it was certain we could get beef for the army and stigar-
cane for the horses. In this we were not disappointed. We reached Fort
iDrane the night of the 17th ; an express was sent to Black creek to forward
supplies, which met the army and relieved its necessities. I trust that I
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have abundantly shown that, from the state of preparation as early as the
29th of SePtember, I hod every reason to expect that thle depot ordered to
be established at Ctrahami's camp, on the Witlilacoochic, would be completed
by the 16th of October at least.

Let tis now examinc the causes which are known positively to have led
to this disappointmllent, and to mly distressinfr enmbarrossi)ents. Before the
5thi day of' October, General Read was at tile 111out11t of the Withlacoochlie
witlh an abundiumt supply of every thing for the use of the army. Hle ordered
the officer commrnvinding the steamnoat hzard to carefully examine the en-

trance into tlhe month of the river tIheti to enter, and ascend to thle point
designated. for the depot. In this attempt, thle steamiboat, unfortunately,
throu'i( mistake or accident, wvas thrown across the channel, which. being
narrow, she grounded at thle bow and stern at full tide ; and, whenl the water
fell, she broke in two, from the Weitrlht of her enuille, and sunk. The des-
tinationi of' the stennaloat Minerva havinlgr beeti chlanged by General Jesup,
(certainly with no expectation that it wold embarrass my movements in
the smallest degree,) who ordered her, as I have been officially informed by
her enterp~risingr captain, to take at least oell trip to the month of tlme Apala-
chicola, with the Creek warriors, before slhe took in a cargo onl thle Chatta-
hmoochic for the WVithiacoorhmie, she wvas also ordered by Colollel LIang to
make a second trip, in hiech ihe was zreoatly delayed by a fall of thle Clhatta-
hoochie and, instead of' arriving on tlle 2ith September, according to ap-
pointment, she did not make her appearance until the 22d day of October.
In the mean time, General R1ead, witlh his usual energy anid untiring perse-
verance,~proceeded to fortify a large barge. which h&loaded with supplies,
and was in thIe act of passingfr tile bar to ascend anld establish the depot at
all hazards, when the NMinerva appeared ill view.
On that very day, General Read, aided by thait invaluable officer, Colonel

Wood, a member ofmyr staff; who had tailken the temporary command of
the Minerva for this expedition, succeeded in) ascending the river and estab-
lishing the depot,where therelias been. an abundant supply of public stores
ever since.

Now,sir, permit me to ask, is the accusationjulst,arnd can it be supported
in truth, that I did cominence " time executionof this imllportarnt campaimal
without having first taken effectuial nlwsnrecs to secure all needful supplies T'
I answer that it is not; and the cliar(rge Caltlotle supported, as it is proven
by the fact that time Minerva, on time first day of her arrival, succeeded in
establishing the depot. That time steamblmoat Izard should have been lost,
may be attributed alone totime arraigeremoit of the Governiment. i selecting
n;val officers to navigrate steamboats ill narrow channels andl rivers, who
have been instructedonlly in navigating silmp- on tile oceall.

I-lad the Izard been, navigrated byolies'kifful fromlburr practice in the
managzemernt of steamnboats, it is the opinion of General Remad that there
wolild have beenrno diflicultv in ascendingr thlestreamn.

Itmav be asked why I did notimake kinoiwn all these factsin myofficial
report of the1IOth of October? 1 tilswer. that many of thenm had not thenr
transpired ; others were then Uuknown to me. Dii:, had they all been com-
miunicated on that day, they could not havesavedine, as the President was
pleased to censure and supersede mie in commi-and of time army, onlrumor,
withoutwvaitinr for myotlicial report. HaIving answered, s I conceive
fully, the firstground of complaint alleged against me, I proceed to the sec-
ondcharcr: "that, after approaching so near the enemy with so large a
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force, and finding himn disposed, apparently, to give me battle, I should have-
retirted withoutt amiore serious atlempt to cross the river and driveIjim fromL
hispo itoa.2 II)nlanswer to thischarge,I say, and wilmaii tamin wvith
fits. thatthce paissage ofthlel river, withthle means I possessed, and within.
tIe(10illf ill whiichlon r su pplics required it to be done, was a ration al irnpoS-
sil)litv, aied cmild ijot have bleen accomplished by General Jackson himself.

'I'll is taetwvas fuliv ascertained at tletirnc, and has been further coIn-
firmcd, to tli(! satisfitcioui of tlhe whole arrmy, onl our last visit to the Cove.

Iulatv notsn kof'itself, or of my own desire to cross and give battle to,
thle ellemy. Butin I(1ai assure theLPresident that the braveTcenhesseam]sa
headed by their(raltant leader, were in]patielnt atc very rluonielit's delay in
prirsuzi r tlle clieii, aindIthatItiwy have nevcr stopped atanly barrier, howV-
ever(Orlinidalde..lxhicii could be overcomebly hardy enterprise. When we
arrived attlie river onl the morning of the 13th, General Armstrono and.

yse lf entered the swamp with thejsies and advanced guard. WVe hadheeni
imid3iced toI)blieve tile stream was fordable, and that a passage coulld be
forced in tile presence and tinder theoieo (thie enemny. Under this belief,
wve resolved to wake the atteninpt. 'T'hie spies, through mistake, had pre-
cededtileridese, one of wholti;as a prisoner captured the evening before.
Alhaltwas ordered, to Crly tlre guides time to advance to the front and take
the Irai to tlt! frlrd. I luilead itself itn view of theriver, which -was so
widele, frm-in its overtlfoving the bankks, t hat I took it to be one of those lakes
so reqrie'ionlyfound in the swiatps of tlhis country. General Armnstrong
adl;,ccdw3!ii tlhe grilides to the head of the spies,and approached tlhe sup-

rlTih -rtides entered the river ; Major Lauderdale, a gallant anid veterans
sld(1i er, \vas elosew heh iid them. C;etieral Ariristrong, than whom a braver
unimw1 v( r lived. Nvas tie first person iln advance, and at the waters cdge,
(11 tlvi qw lrmit heorscs Nvere already swimnminig,) when the Indians poured in
al,#><.ee(b11 froii tile opposite side of tile river. Our advance retired, for-
trirratell \Vltholial;iy loss or i jury. T!'he firc was rettrned with great
serittv the Gei'esGoicral Armistrongr reroiiied nre, and reported the river
to he at le;st 22)0) yards wvide, swininimiii(rfrom bank to bank, with drift-wood
pitssinr rapdlyv (dwnv rh ciiCnrrent. I inirnediately ordered all the horsemne
to retire I r ni theswxamp. satisfied w ilti die iinpracticability of'swimntinig the
si recall iiililie presence of tlhe enewy. After reach(inc the open ground ini
tlhe rear,;11iijer ( ordar most gallantly otibred to lead his battalion oln foot,
to (rive a flurtiter examination to the river, and to engage the ellermy.

lie was aiithiorizid to do so and lie and his command advanced witli
great intrepidity to the bank of thle streamn, when they received the fire of
tile enftiiy, wvlhichi was instantly retturued, and continued until they were
ordered to retired, iravinz silenced the veils atid nearly the firing of the ene-
my. As stated il ilni oftici al report, tlhe gallant M'ajor Gordon, and three of
his herave Iotlowvers, wvere wz'ourded in this aflihir. The report of Maljor Gor-
doii and hiis ofijeers coifirtiied the opi i cr I had at first formed, that the
pats.sager of lhe river oim horseback was impossible. The next mode of pass-
img was i)v tule coitstrluciion of' rafts ; this wats prepor-en. I have previously
saidl that I marched trOuim Siiwan'e Old town with no other transportation
thanii pack-horses: hence we brollcrlht with us no otiler tools than a febw axes.
I called Oll M1jor Pierce, who informed me that he had iio others than
those re(pliired by thle pioneers. We had not expected to mneet with such a
barrier, atid were, therefore, unprepared to overcome it. To construct rafts,,
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toJand a sufficient number of men to meet a formidable body of Indians,
would have been the work of some time, wvith the best preparation. 'With
us, it could not have been accomplished before the last ounce of provisions
in our camp would have been consumed ; besides there were no suitable ma-
terials to be found in the neighborhood for thle construction of rafts. The
pitch pine, it is wvell known, will sink almost assoon as lead ; and the hard,
heavy wvood ofthc svamp, except wvhCn it isfound dead and dry, is but little
more favorable. I have had more than one occasion in the south to make the
experitrlent, and knowv that it willrlot succed. But admitting, fortlhe sake.
of argrulmont, that a sufficientnullml)er of rafts of the best materials could
have been constructed in one hour to cross the whole armv at a sirnile trip;
could its passage have been eflectcd, in the presence of the enemy-, %without
great slaughter? A raft cold not have been carried over in less than ten
or fifteen minutes, during which time the men would have been exposed to
the deadly aim of a concealed enemly. Itmay be said that the rafis might
have b)een built, and the men crossed over, at some other point thall that
occupied by the enerriy but thle fallingr of thle trees, aind sound of the axes
in procuring materials to construct the rafi, would sooIn attract tlhe atten-
tion of a viglahnt enemy, andlhe would be prepared to meet you wherever
you might attempt to cross, unless you went to some distant place. I as-
sure you, sir, thalt the passagre of this river at any point is exceedinldy dilli-
cult. and almost impossible without bouts. I aii aware thwa.t tile President
is of opinion that, if we had passed iito tile Cove, we should h.ave found an
abundance of corn but in this lie is entirely' mistaken. I examlined the,
(ove in person, and ami Nvcll convinced that there could not have b)eei five
bushels of corn raised in it, nor wvas there any appearance of corn having
been brought to it fromanly other place which corroborates tile statements
of all the prisoners, tllat theymade no corn, and were living alo01 on beef.
Even this article wvas generally unfit for use, anid we destroyed llundreds of
cattle which our hunlrry troops wouldnot Use.

Otur subsequent difficulties in crossing 1the river, after the water had fallen
four feet, proves it to have been impossible at the time thle first attempt was
made, as we still found it swimnil-cr in some places, and in all others deep
fording; presenting a wvidthi of 220 yards, bordered on both sides with deep
cypress swamps.

I have yet to spealk of the stream flowingc from the lale into the river,
xvhicll the detachment of Tennessee troops,under the command of' Lieuten-
ant Colonel Gill, attempted to cross without success on the 13th day of Oc-
tober. This formed another barrier, and, with the lake on the north and
the Withlacoocliie on the south, constituted a defence equalled only by the
Cove itself. On our last visit to the Withlacoochie, supposing the passage
into the Cove would be obstinately defended by the enemy, the Tennessee
bricgade, wvith its usual gallantry, claimed the lhonor of forcing the passage.

It was awarded to them but while they wvere preparing to advance, a
report from the friendly Indians, sent to reconnoitre the banks, informed me
that four of their number had already crossed, and could find no recent sign
of the enemny. Oin receiving this intelligence, General Armstrong, Colonel
Trol1sdaile, and the other officers present, with the same spirit of chivalry
which induced them to make the request, (knowing it was my wish, in the
first instance, that the regular troops and Creek warriors should be sent into
the Cove,) declined the permission granted them, and asked permission to
seek a new enterprise at the stream flowing from the lake and the towns be-
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yond it, where Lieutenaint Colonel Gill anzd his brave followers had fougrilt
so rallantlv on the I3th of October. Accorflinglrv, then, the Teinessee bri.

.1de was ordered to that paint ; they approached in the confident expecta-
tion of findingr thc enely theic strongly posted and in grcat force. 'I'hey
were disappointed they botiizd no irnpedirrient to their march, hut the stream
itself; and tile swaimps and marshes with which it was bordered olo both
sides. The water h1a(1 greatly subsided ; bit the stream was zwide antd
deep, in some places still swimiming, the banks bog,;ry. and covered with a
dense underrowilh.

The report of Generoil Arnmstrono and all the officers of his brigade
proves the impossibility of crossing when the attempt was first made, on
the 13th of Octoher, and sustai us the higlh character of Colonel Gill for his
h)earingr nid tr(ood conduct onl that day. I have already, in my official re-
port of the %Mthidultimo, mentioned the destruction of the towns beyond tilis
streamn by the reeirineiit under the command of (Colonel Trousdbile, aIccomn-
panied. by MIajor Barry, the aid of General Arinstrongr, who grallantIV volun-
teered his services oln this occasion. I trust, sir, that the difficulties which,
presented themiselves in the passage of the river, the wvant of means to over-
come themil, aznd the necessity which required that the army should milarch.
imnnediaritely to a depot for supplies, show stuflicienit and abundanit reasons
why I did lwft crr)os the river and drive the enemy fromihis position. When
I marched fromt the cam) opposite the Cove, nmy roLite was down the banks
of the Withlacooclhie, merely avoiding its swvam~ps, which wvere impassable.
I had, as I hlave shown, a rihrit confidently to believe I should find supplies
in) a march of thirty-five or forty miles. I expected to cross one-half of tile ar-
my in) hozits at Ithat point. and, in a few days, march up on hoth sides and attack
the enemy. The idea of a "retrograde" movement had never been coIn-
ceived by me, or any officer of my command. I thought it best to march
this short distance onl the line of the enemy's barrier, to a point where the
pressing necessities of the army could be supplied, vhen a portion of it
might be crossed over the river, with its lbaggage, without difficulty; and
fromrm whence thie whole force could arrive at the Cove in five days, and
attack and rout the emeny. I deemed this more judicious than to exhaust
the last remnant of ouir supplies in a fruitless effort to cross the river, which,
in our situation, wvas believed to be impossible.

Yet this chargers of making retrograde movements has been made by the
Department of War, sustairned by the high authority of the President of
the United State.s, and constitutes the first sentence in the order to General
Jesup by which I am superseded. All this is done onl " rumor," and before
a "'definitive' jidmient has been formed of my conduct. 1 believe the expla-
nation I have driven, and tile proofs I ain prepared to offer, will not only
acquit, but, justify me it, the opinions of all unprejudiced men. But the
judge wvho condemns the prisoner "rumor" unproved, and causes him
to be executed before a "1 definitiv( ¢* .led of his guilt, vill sel-
dom admit, on any testimony, however cou clusive, that this unhappy man
died innocent.

That 1 did not meet witli supplies on the Withlacoochie, according to
my expectations, 1 have and still consider one of the greatest misfortunes
which could have befallen me, and has been a source of the deepest morti-
fication.

But it was from no fault of mine, for I had prepared all the necessary
means to insure success; and, but for the circumstances which I have
mentioned, which could not be anticipated by any one, the depot would
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have been establishled before the 5th of October. When, however, I failed ini
all these well grounded expectaltion1s, whlalt was next to be done? Should
the army perish ill the wilderness. or should it march in pursuit of food ?
I preferred the latter, and it wvs o0n1e. -
The several complaints which you hiave mentioned against mie, when

taken collectively, arnouint to [lie chlarge ol havin> maade a retrograde move-
ment before thle enenmv. TJ1115 charge will be repelled by die! united voice
of the whole army which I have tile lhoeor to command, and I ami prepared
to mnet it in such a ma1nllner as Nvill satisy my friends andl country of thle
injutstice which has been done me.
The apprehensions of thle President for the safety of the frontier. Sup-

posed to have been exposed ly what you hlave been pleased to denionlillate
mvy retrograde movements," were entirely uinnecessarv. and muLst have
arisen from his xwatit of information of my position at Fort 1)rane, and of
the fact that the last scout of tlc enemy t1id been destroyed or driVell across
the Withlacoochie.

Since wvriting thle above, 1 have the satisfaction to inform yon that Major
General Jesup has arrived at my camp, and that on this day (Ith l)ecember)
I sh1ah stUrrender to himl the command of the armyv in Florida. Feelilr a
sleep interest iii thle prormlpt and successful termination of thiiS troublesome
wvar, I alm hligrlhly gratified at bel)cii, relieved il conlmmand bv ani officer of
Such distiii(nTishied merit. But 1 owe it to him, as mv successor, to say that
lie may. and most probably will, meet with embarrassments and delays in
the executtion of his hihll trust, which hnive not and can-lot be anticipated
lby the Government. Ile will find, as others have done. that the transporta-
tion of supplies into the interior, even now, wvhien all. thle depots are estab-
lishied and wvell furnished, vill be attended with the most serious emb-ar-
rassment; and that to keen an army constantly acting against the enemv,
another force of equal size should be employed in construleting and gyar-
risoning posts, arid in protecting the transport train in its passage. Believ-
ing, sir, that I have sustained thie deepest ilnjulry, and that I have been
visited with the greatest injustice by the orders of the President, communi-
cated in your letter of the 4th ultimo, 1 must avail mnyselfof the common
privilege of demanding an investigation of my conduct. 1 have, therefore,
respectfully to suggest that a court of inquiry may be ordered to assemble,
to inquire into and report on all tlhe official imnproprieties wvith which I am
charged. In making this request, I have no right, perhaps, to offer a sug-
gestion with regard to the time or place when and where the court should
assemble. Btmt it is a duty I owe myself to inform the department, that, by
the fatigue and exposure I have encountered in the prosecution of this
campaign, during a continued stage of enfeebled health, I have contracted
a disease of the Itings, which would cause a visit to tie north during thle
winter months to be attended wvith the most fatal consequences. It would,
therefore, be to me a matter of vital importance that some other time or
place should be selected.

So soon as I shall have passed this ordeal, 1 shall, with great pleasure,
tender to the President of the United States my resignation as Governor of
the Territory of Florida.

I have the honor to be, most respectfully, your obedient servant,
R. K. CALL,

General, commanding.
Hion.13. F. BUTLaER,
- Actingg iSecretary of Wfar, Wash~ington.
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11IEADQUARTERIS$ VOLUS[A,
Decentber (6, IS36.

Sin: I regret exceedingly that I should be tinder thle necessity of address-
ing the department again oil a subject which mnay not be agreeable; and, ill
doing so, I hope I shall not be considered as offering the least disrespect to
y(on,;IS n)otii ingcOu1.d be more foreign from iny intentions. But wheit there
is awarded censure against mie, in anly of the departments of the Govern-
mnent, I hold thaLt I hIaIve a right (wvhicl cannot with propriety be denied me)
of phici ig onl tile same record niy explanation or .justiication.

I rilmrbre deem it a ditty wvhichi I owe myself to address you, ini reply to
a letter I lhave received. dated October 7, and signed C. A. Harris, acting,
Secretary of War. 'I'hat this letter was dictated, if not written, by tile late
Secretary, no one acquainted with the circumstances will doubt for single
rilomnlt ; ind it is most nitilifest that he retired from ollice on the 6th, making
a clerk of hiis office a dals/w to sigrin the letter onl tilhe 7ti of October. f-low
flir such a course is justifible, I ani content that others should express ani
opinion I in tend only a vindication of my own conduct, and shall irientior,
that of others only whien it becoinres necessary.

rJhlic letter of the 7th of October is in reply to a remark contained in a
letter of mineil to General Jestip. Hc had iii(1uired whether the necessary
nicasures bad been adopted, to prevent the intercourse between tile Indians
of Floridaaid1 SpaiiSh, fishternmen and traders. I expressed my apprelien-
sionIs thiat they had not-I had uood reasons for this belief-allhough, I had
callId tile attention of tile department to tlls subject soon aficr I caie illtO
office.
&;f;Sonie tite in Auigst 1 received a report from an officer, commandingolle
of tile transport vessels iln the service, informingrme that a large Spanish
sloop had been seen, sailing direct from the coast of Florida, steeritig in the
direction of tile island of (Cluba that it was believed she had been traffick-
ilir within tile indianjs ; and tiat there had been no revenue cutter onl that
part of the coast for a length of timie.

I enclosed to the late Secretary a copy of this report, accompanied with.
a copy of illy correspondence with Commodore D)allas on the Subject of
gulalrding tile cwist. I referred hint to thle letters of the Commodore, as evi-
deuice of his unwvillingness to adopt my sucrgestions, or to correspond with
rrie on tlme subject, arising, perhaps, from -an apprehension on his part that
I wvished to assiirie command over him, wvhmen my letters, as -I conceived,
furnished not the least ground for such a belief. I mentioned all this to the
late Secretary, and said to hlim that, if he wonld place two of the revenue-
cutters at my command, I would be answerable for all intercourse which
igih.Oit take place between the Indians of Florida and Spanish traders.

It Wvls in reference to these iaets I said, in my letter to Getneral Jesup,
Wihe n Slpeaklillng of the conduct of the late Secretary, instead " of acting with
the promriptness and energy Which the importance of the case required,'" be
referred me back to Comniodore Dallas, (whomn lie agrain informed me had
been ordered to co-operate with mle,) and suggaested that I might use, for
giiardiuug the coast, one of thle steamboats furujished me bv the Government,.
Wvhichi I termed "crazy steamboats" in my letter to General Jesup.

Noow, sir, with more cunning and address than fairness or propriety, the
whole groumid is changed.

After saying my remarks are "4 deemed indecorous, improper, and unjust,"
the letter of the 7th of October proceeds to say, what every body knows,
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that thlc lar Department has no control over naval operations; and all it
can do is to bring the subject before the proper brancih of' tilhe Execultive,
and suig-rest thle , 7pro/)ricly of the apj)ro1priaten3neasnres ;" that this hadld
tlwrays ~been done ' withI tIlie promiptiecss aniid evrgy WvIlicli thlie case h as (le-

inatided, anld that you r (mly) assilintptioll to tile contrary is entirely ground-
less."

E;;very m11anl of common understandinfr wvill see that this is anl evaIsive
quibble, not very credit ab)l to tlie ilivoi ilt(r. I li ad showvz l ih mleces it y of
guardingi tlie coast ; I Iiad asked I;)r theo diceclioll of two of tile Imcvei leC.
cutters for that purpose: iii reply, the late Secretary inibrined ne tihat tile
cutters weie un(ler the command of ('omnimiodore D)allas ; tha;t it wals a del -
icate matter to ask tIie Navy l)epartmeint to havf t ose I asked lor placed
under mlly comnmaiicl; and advised mIle to write to (Cominodore Dallas on the
stibJect, whien the copy of my correspondence with that olficer wvas thou0l
before his eyes, anid, if hie mead it, miust have shown hiitii that suich ali ap-
plication wasv not the appropriate reme(dy.

Now, sir, did lie apply to the Navy Department to have the critters placed
under niv direction, Or to have them-i otherwise so employed as to guallrde the
coast elbectually ? If lie did not, then my statement, tiat Ili( did neot act
with the promptness anid energy wvhiich tile OCCaSion requimrd, wns '4tritly
true ; and I might with propriety, in answer to the allegation 'm ainr
made a " gron midless" statemenlt, retort by the application otfa minich stronger
term.

If he did make the application to the Navy Department, (which it is said
in the letter of the 7th of October lie iiever fiailed to do,) still iny statemllent
was not grroun dless ;" because wvhenl he informed me that it wats a delicate
matter to make such a request, anmd advised ine to wriite arain to Coniunodore
Dallas, I certainly had a right to believe he wolid not nialke the applicalioll
to the Navy Department, or (rive himself anv further trouble on Ith Slibject.
This charge, therefore, is fully answered. 13tut, sir, one word with regard
to the revenue cutters; which I wvas informed were placed wider tile corn.
mand of Gommodore Dallas to guard tIme coast of Florida. WVFere linve
they been employed ? I-low does it happen that one of them, the Dallas,
(according to the public prints,) has been lost onl the bar of' ''nillpico '? Why
was she fiom her station ? Aiid why wats she on the Spanishi ini;il I

Again I am charged in the same letter,; antd iii the same caulio"ms manI-
ner, withr making another statement, " equally groundless," " respecting the
crazy steamboats." I said, in nmy letter to General Jesup, that tile late Sec.
retary had suggested the employilielit, as a guard for tIe coast, of oie of
the crazy steamboats furnished me by tIme Government. The term ; crazy"
wats introduced by myself; it wats nlot lst-d as a quotation froiol tilec-
retarV's litter, as every Inall of comimonm sense wtonild readily' percje lat at
glance. I represented them oil the reriort of the officers whIol conn1111,iad (I
them, and who represented then as being, darnigeromus in rntwm jimi 'row ()i
port to another, alonr thle coast, even in the niost. favorable wveat her. Ile,
however, says that lIe "' did not expect rue to send I crazy onp." en\ it all
were crazy, howv could I do otherwise, if I semit either of theum ?

It is said that thle suggestion wats made froin opimiiomms formled on1 Imy corn.
mnunications. I will iot, in tile courteotis langu age of thle depa rti luiit, say
this statement is entirely " groundless ;" blut no commni nicalctios Of milmC
wvill justify the assertion. Vro avoid the dilemma, it is said I Inighit have
chartered or purchased a steamboat for the service. Il answer to tills, I say
that no steamboat whatever would answer the purpose. LInt, wVilieC lhe
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whole Vest India squadron lay at anclhor in the hay of Pensacola, is it pos-
sible that it Coiild IalVe b)(,eel thle ilittnIli Oll of' tile ClOvenM-'tealt th-at I shOould
cithler puirchanise or ch arter a steamiliioat to o11,aird tl .e Coaist-a service for
which it enascuitirely iinadeimiatc and that this intention should have been
cXprleSSe(l'IIiliI( SgrLreSjtiOIi tli:it. I 1iniglit 1'U,fWI!l' of the steamboats already
furnished Iy thle Ca;overlnliment ?

\Very respeclftaly, vol r olbedieiit servant,
1. K. CALL,

G',.veral, colamaind(inJiqr the armlty ef l'lwida.
l1ion. l. 1'. M1.''',:

iicln &ecraury of II or, IVaplhiunrrou.

JACKSONV LIAl', December 16, 1836.
Sr : Ii ally hst, froni Voluisia, I in frowned you that 1 ioul d, onl that day,

(tile 5th instant.) d(lliver tile conmianud of' Ill(e aniV lo Gernural Jesup, in
ohed icnce to the orders of the Pl'residentt( f the United States. l-e did not
assull re tile commiuanrd mintl the norlnitio, of tile Stlr, altlhonglr 1 tendered it
to hiiri ill (itteeni miintltes after his arrival at my calnmpx on tile evening of
the 4th instant, and wvas at all timires ready to deliver it to hlim, until thle
translier ol authority actually took placc. I mention these falcts, as I will
not consent to be charged withm one mIonment of the time after the arrival of
General Jesup at Volusia ; tholalrl I intend llo reflection whatever upon. hiii,
as lie deserves none. In obedie::ec to your orders, I re-established the post
nt Voltisia, and msalde it a pernianeua'. dlepot, %vhicli 1 should not otherwise
have done, as I found it, oln examination, ilot only out of position, but ex-
ceedily iiy of' access both b)v land and water.

Permit ine to ask, sir, if there Wtas not a topographical report made ot
this place, and thle approaches to it, by thle engineers wh1o accompanied
General Eustis? arid, if there wafs, wvhy the department did not furnish mne
wvith a copy of that( report, when I informed the Government, as early as
July last, ofrmy sntenltion to establish a depot at Volusia?'

I ann, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
R. K. CALL,

Governor of Florida.
Thle lon. 1B. F. BUTLER,

Actin &Secretury of War.

ToPo;RA}IIn(c.%L BUREAU,
I Vas/hington, January 12, 1S37.

F SIRn: In reply to that Iart of the letter of General Call. in which he
speaks of a topographical report of a part of Florida, (referring particularly
to thle approaches to, anid niilitary character of, the position of Volusia,) I
have thle honor to state. that no report of that character, of that or any otiler
part of Florida, has ever been received at tijis office.

Very respectfully, sir, your obedient servant,

lion. 1B. F. Buuilr~mt,
Secreceary of WVar ad interim.
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JACKSONVILLE, December 20, 1S36.
SIR: B3efore I close my correspondence with the department oln military

subjects, I feel it nmv duty to lodge a complaint against Lieutenant L.'Enale,
the (II]artermnaster ait C(harlestonl, f;)r conduct wvhiiclh, iii my opinion, deserves
the most exernplry puniishmeiit. So sooaiitS I Was informed of tl(e tinle
wvheii the Tennessee brifrade would miarch froin Aal)albaa to Florida, I
wrote to Lieutenant L.Engle to ship to this place, without delay, 75,000
rations, and a large quantity of forage, to be transported in vessels calcu-
lated to ascend the rivcr to Volu1sia. I informed llin, at tlhe sarne tinme, that
the army wonlId depend onl those smipplies, uied thtt they would be required
in a verv short time. Mv letter was mnal ed at TallahasseeonC tihe 3d day
of September. Trhe initil passes in five days froom the latter place to
Chiarlestoni, and my letter should have been. received onl thle 8th of' Septem-
he r. I did not leave Tllallalhassee ui until the 1IJlIt of Selptember, mid yet. I
received no answer fromn himi ; nor lhave I since done so. I instructed
Colonel Crane to write hiin onl the subject ; but never have been enabled
to obtain any ackiuowlcedrrient of the receipt of mly letter; nor were aniy
of thle supplies, so fhIr as.I call learn, fbrkarded agreeably to my order. I
have lproot; however, that miiy letter was received by Lieu tenialnt L'Elndrle
for, anmogr other things, I ordered hinm to Inrijishi fl0ur baLroes of at certain
description to ascelld tile St. Jolln's to its hlighl-est pollnt of lnavigiation, iti
case thle Indians should retreat to the south. 'I'lle quirtermaster at Savan.
ailb by some macns (atid I know of none other than my letter to Mr.

L'EXngle) became acquainted with my wishes, and had l)arges built. They
have beeti sent to Volusia, wvliere they have performed mtilchI valuable ser-
vice. Mr. L'Engle, I understand, is one of' those officers (and, I pressure,
you are apprized there were 11many) who we. a unwilling to acknowledge Illy
authority to command thern, anld were determined to throw every embar-
rassment in my way.

BIut for the fiuitliftul and prompt attention of other officers of the Quarter.
master's Department, the army tinder mny command would have suffered
much from the delinquency of Mr. L'Eiigle. I hope, sir, that such con-
duict as this will not be permitted to pass unpunished. [lad lie been wVithil
thle lirnits of my command, I should have taken thle most prompt menasuires
for this purpose.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
R. K. CALL,

Governor of Florida.
Hon. B. F. BUTLER,

Acting &-cretai'y of W~ar.

JACKSONVILLE, December 20, 1836.
SIR : In the last annual message of the President of the United States, I

find the followving remark " Te result of the first moveinents made by the
forces tinder the direction of Governor Call, in October last,. as detailed ia
the acco7n/qmlnyiutr jmpeers, excited much surprise andfl disappointment."

Not having been informed by you of the authio's, or the nature of the
"'communications" mentioned in your letter of relproach, dated on the 4th of
November, or, through any source, of thle character of the "4paplers" which.

III
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excited so much the " surprise aid disappointment" of tile President of the
United States, I have respectfully to request that I may be furnished with a
copy of those '' papers," w-hich appear to haVe( been suffiiciently imiportant to
JIa before Congress, and t his, too, before I have been iniohrnied of their Coti-
tents, or had an opportmtity of rq)liti)r to theti thlus forestalling public
opilliont, alild iutpessillait ahit behef of Inv avinrr Cilcmittud great
official itttj)roprtt (ts, tulhlelOI ((ar'C ilord1tg1to otWite nt
evidently under tile saue tiott of thoe hi-ltes, atitihority) tile Presidetit and
vonmrsel ital trrtmc('l a j;l-it rf '(IyI 71(? t.?

rIhlel(rcsidetit flirther rtonilarks, that a lull eX itatior1.1 had been rt-
quiiril oft tilt! etivses XVilich hndhleI to tilis lfilire." Now, sir, ii coninwoin
.tilstto, I 1ha've a ri-Llt to expect thatliIV letter, itl answer to yours of tile
;lth .Novtttndwr, wiltlel cotilltails the ewxplil-tlitis required, will also be laid
.el;)r. C(i'tll"l'(SS.

Vurt r1csi(t('hilly, your obcd((litit s'ervat.
I'. K. CALL.

HIot]. 1'. 1'. C 'la .
AI ciii, ie'Cer/aiy of 5lar .

'IA.L ULASSEE, January 5, 1837.
Sa: Onl ilhe 2,?tlt of November andl 21 of December last, I hadthie

Jioto r tLo ;odldrss v itu. T'hle first letter contained my official report of the
battles of the l7t!, IShih. anid 21st of' Novetihber ; aid tdle second was nmy
repl v to you r lelltr of tile 4thli of NoveInu!er, superseding me in the cormimand
of Ihe ally. and,( anluotr other ctaitr,cahlintr on tue for a full report of the
C.IIIses wht-eh itNill)'l mje to retire to lFott D)rane attd Black creek, for sup-
ph ics, it ( Icn I- II st. vNo actimoledutdlent of tdie receipt of ty letters hav
if ct ti' to 11Zft(.1; I ItavC rtspcCtlullV lo inqttire wlcther they hiave, or not,
IeeCI rueci vd at your departruentt on heitigr advised by you that they have
ilUt been]t(ceii ashllI )C ivi intediatul v forwarded.

It is natuntrl thiat I thouid feel soine Cii°sity to know wIether the -ourt
of iJtiirv , wht iclt I live reque-sed. \vill he granted mc, or not ; and I hope
1Io fttutleceessary delays will talke place itI rivig, me this information.

I as, sir, respectfully, your obedieint servant,
R. K. CALL.

LXf,ALrAI tSEK1;t 'lbri/7y 20, 1S37.
SintaI ha;le! the Itonor to aclttwled-! tile receipt ol your several letters

of tl :l I l ttit l tit the I*i'h1.lDnaaltdy1.I
MIV n1t1swt thII(e first has lbeen delved tinder tle expectation that each

S1IcCde((litifr tini! would binlg ilne tile serorid, so long, promised and so autxi-
ollsil exiltCtedl.

Yowr letter of thte ."1()1, I)eromer con tains little else than copious ex-
tracts from ti tat of tte 4thl of iNoerniber, antd of mrlilne in reply, written oil
thle 21 of Iccenther the object of which. is to showv that I had done injus-
tice to ILieutenant Mitcihell, mentioned and referred to as authority in your
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letter of the 4thi November, superseding me in command of the army. I
am not so tenaciois of jmy claims to Jifallibility,:as not to acknowledge
my error when made sensible that one: has been committed.

I met with this officer on his return. from Washingrton, and called on hiim
very promrtly to know :what niiatters hle had '"eltcidated" to my prejdice
in his "verbal statements' made to the Presidenit arid yourself.: He satis-
fied me so conclyisivelk, by thie fr-inki'jess of his manner, and direct aiswcr
to mily inquiries, that I hiaddonie hlimi injustice in my letter of the 2d Decem-
ber, that Ilvolutritrily iaridwithout nmiomeries hesitation, gave him a letter
.ik nowledginr theieijirva.id expressing my re-ret that it shlodwId :have
been dolne.

In your letter of the 30th Decerimber, vyou observe that that 'part of it
which relates to. Lietiteuiant .klitchell will b. sent to: him, and .that it :is not
doubted that I will talke piellnue in extending to him ' the IiIce justice.
which I irVoke o It-aa,r, yolive not mistlaken rny disosi-:
ion. I ask. 11o other jojstice OIl anly occasion, than that which I readily
aw rd to others. Andl retrret e'xceedincly to find that I: am mistakenn in
the hope I had cntertaii e.d th.at tIle " like justice" would be dojne to ne,
which I so cordially 61dl c'keerlully adl'nistered to Lieutenant Mitchell
'T'he injustice, however, I hiaev do Ie to that officer, wats- produced entirely
by the rexuarks contaiuied in your letter of thte ith of Noveniber.: You ob-
serve, that on a inore careful periusal ol that letter I will find that yoti did
not inform me that Ii. itcll had ' eluicidated" any rumor tin-
-avorab ej.oy condiictudnituai a;L c6ha4;-Wt,,.; tnat tihe o)lcrvaEioi) .13, tnut
certain events, ii~i respect to wvhicol .am;-le deitils had been fuirnishied by the.
m:ails received at Wash inmtl0 prio no tlhe 4th of Noveniber, had been.
further elucidated by the verbal statements of that officer. lNowvs,sir, yout
Inust permit mie to saV that I do not find this: to be either the iniguwafe or
the meaning of your letter oft.he 4th of November. In that letter, after
ruentiotllig the rumor which had reczid!hed WVashington of my marchl to the
WithlAcoochie, and back to Fort Drane, atnd refering to the statements
contained in my letter of the 10th of October. the observattion is, ;It was
confidently hoped that this rmnior would prove erroneous. It vas, how-
ever,- substantially cnlfinrmied: by various communications received during
the early part of th;Wptesezit week, which also gave us the additional intelli?-
geice that Coloweltlaue,̀ ftVi the regulars and fiendilly ludians under his
-cornmancl, after marchillgfroanr" pa Bay to tiee.iWhlacoochie, had also.
returned to IFort Prie ; that thu Ti'cnhessee brirade, having sustained a
serious loss iul horses, and beinlr destitlitd of forage. hliad been moved to
Black creek; and that, in consequence of thess unitosWard events, nild for
the want of horses, tranisportation, and supplies, yoiur operations are likely
to be suspeiided for seVeral weeks. The riails since, though they have not
brought uss any communication from yourself, have furnished ample details
of all. these events, which. hlve been still further elucidate:d by the verbal.
statenLAts of Lieutenant Mitchell," &e. This is your language, sir; yol
speak not of certain eveni s, bt of all f/lose eveeds; you give a connected
narrative of events; and observe Lhat they have all been elucidated by Lieu-
tenant Hitchell. 'ro what events do you alluMeN Was not my retiring to
Port Drane one of them? Did you not learn this event from rumor. as
we~l as from the communications received, &c. And when you say, -al
these events. have been further elucidated by the verbal statements of ieu-
tenant Mitchell," am I to understand. that you mean "certain events" less
- .: :: 08 ::--- -:
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than " all ?" and that you are now at liberty to conclude nayll onle of them,
to sustain the propriety of your conduct., and to prove thit 1 ain vrotg
What na v have I)Oeell you r initention, I will llOt pre end to sav ; hittIle
terms int whivich von have expressed yourself; to rnm mind coritvev the idea
that Lieuiteniant Allitheltl ' eluicidated" oll the iinfarl.01abll)eO circainslances
which you mntction, to rity prerjutdice. I have conceived it dutC to nNself' to
say tills niuclh ill r3ply to your letler of tile :30th D)eccmber. 1 will now
take notice of sonce of the stltemrents conitainc(l il1 that of the 14th niltimno.
Th is letter. sir, is not oil y diplomaritic, but it is truly characteristics of thle
highl propo.ssiolial repu tatioll volc ijOy. It is inuhlinore compaihiile with
the character of the dexterous special -pleader, who sceles, by prof; ssiottal
.kill, to evalde a truth lie is hot prepared to meet, thain it is wvithl that of tlhe
War Mimister ol a reat antidont lilitened nation. You have present ted an
elaborate ar-ui ent to justify the course you haluve prstmcd towards tit' self;
and withilc ynt palliate, you have repeated the charges cotm;aianed against
inein your letter ofthe /Ith of Noveniber. After speaking of the tone of
my letter, and. IlIe feelitvs which I have nlani fasted, otlu say that I ave
inore titan once expressed doub,)ts as to thle willinglless of eitlhur yourself or
thle P'residcnt to rep)air, even after the cleares. deinonstratioti, the wIron
you njay have commjitted. I most deeply regret, sir, to find from you r last
letter that mny apprehensions on that subljcct were not entirely urtonttided
for while you ire comtipelled, by tie force of circuinstamices, atnd thle facts
disclosed in the course of my explanation. to aive we a partial and
hunitt acquittal of' the characs contaired in yonr leticr of tle 4th of No-
vemnbr, you ettdeavor to sustain your own l)ropriety by a renewal of
most of those charges, tholuchl, ill (10inr so, I lear sir, YOU have been
loss acct-,lritt thaa lbtual in sotne of the stateienttis von have made in
justification of yourself anid to ruy prejudice. fllisi 1 rintn Nvillinr to be-
lihve, lhas ariseti from imtadvertcricy, and not frorn design ; for if yoii had
.perceived talent yotirself, you could scarcely imagine that I would per-
mit then to pass etnnoticcd. After stating thle object of your letter of the
Itlh of Novetither, you observe that the " propriety of tde call for explana-
tion must be determined bv the circumstances kttowvmt to the department
at the tuimc these w\ ere briefly communicated itll my letter," &c. Yoll then.
Proceed to speak of [tie evidence ill support of these circumstances, and of
my objections to that evidence ; and add, "a still further, anid, if it were
uteedud, a ntore decisive answer, is to ie fktind iii the fact, that, of the va-
riouts comniuinicatiots Stated in my letter, there is not oume which is not sutb-
stami tially adrinitited ill Volou comlllmutinication of tle 2d aidtinto. or iln the eo-
closed Copy of your still nissingtg despatch of flue 1hll of Octobuer." What
xvere the lpromtinent circumstances in your letter (it' Itle 4th of Noventi ar. all
of xvwichli yFot now say' are sit hstatttiallv admitted by me ? ' The first was,
that I Ihad comruicnevd thle caunplaill without first havin tlalell efictual
lteasttres to securethle icedftIl supplies, & c. ; the secornd was, that I had
retired ftomtt tite itithlacoochliie wvitlhoitt taakitt';- ;lIJOe serious atteoript to
cross the river atid drivet' c cuientv frotit htis position ; aad tile third is. that,
by retiringr, I haff expo'<c(d tihe frOlitticr to tlhe P!vasiolltof ti.erelnem. 'T'itese
are thte ouly' ctrcmtmstS'' I djisculSS(ed ill 11- letter 01 t(ic 21d of D)2cnlrI.
ber; and I atin s-ur. ol torae -'deliberate ' exaumilttioll of Im, letter. 1; ugril
von Itoeld it so lotgn111at swve(Ired, N'otl will [lot say tItat l sa Ustauttillly ad-
miltted ither of ihem, directly or indirectly ; on tlte contrary, youl lliuSt, in
tile candor which 3uti profess, say that they are all expressly atid llost posi-



tively denied. lBut, sir, I choose that my letter shall speak for itself. To
the first " circumstance," I made the following remark: " Is the accusation
jnst, or can it be sustained in truth, that I did commence tle execution of
this important campaign without first taking effectual measures to secure

all needful supplies '", I answer, that it is not and that the chal re cannot be
supported. In answer to the second charge, said that I would " maintain,
Nvith facts, that thle passage of the river, with the means I possessed, and
within [fie tinme in which onr supplies required it to he done. was a naturalimpossibility>7 rIlie peculiar pIhraseology ill which this "1 circumistance" is
expressed, does not ailow of either an admission or a denial. But, under-
standinfg it to meani that I did not make a suflicietit attempt to cross the
river, I have denied thle practicability, and endeavored to prove it by a nar-

ration of facts, which, I still believe, will be sufficient Wvith all those Who
are not biassed in fiavor of a contrary belief by the interest they may feel in
sustaining the correctness of their own proceedillnr. In answer to th)e third
circumstance," that I h-ad, by retiring, exposed the frontier to invasion

from the enemy, I observed, the apprehensions of the President for the
safety of the frontier, supposed to have been exposed by what y'oul haVe
beeni pleased to denominatemy ' retrograde movements,' was entirelylinne-
cessary, and inmst have arisen from his want of information of the position.
Iheld at F'ort Drane, anid of the fact that the last scout of the enemy had
either been destroyed ordriven across the Withlacoochie." Tlh(se ale iny
answers to the prominent circumstances detailed in your letter of tlhe4Ch
of November, which constitute the hole ground of complaint agait:st ue.
Surely, sir, you will not persist in the assertion that thev are admissions of
the truth of thle "circumstances" towvhtich they relate, although you have
said, in your letter of the 14th ultno, that, of the varions circumstances
stated in your letter of the 4th of November, there is iuot one wvhzichz has
not been substantially admitted. Trhe only "circumstances"' detailed im
vour letter of the 4th of November, which are admitted, eithler in my
official report of the 19th of October, or in my letter of the 2(1 of Decenm-
ber, arermy ill health, and the want of supplies for the army. But. sir, does
the want of supplies prove that the necessary means had not been tallen -to
obtain then? If so, it is only necessary to show that an armyhas been in.
want, to convict the general in command of an error fatal to his reputation,
no matter with what success hie might afterwards prosecutethe caznpairn. I
have shown, in my letter ofthe 2d of December, that the wants oftie army
which I had the honor to command were owing to my disappointnment in
not finding supplies at Graham's camp,where I had ordered theem tolbe
placed ; and1 have shown that I had taken efficient and competentmea-
sures to have theem conveyed tothat point. The last fact I consider is fully
admitted in the following language ill vhichyou have expressed yourself:
"Tie various facts detailedini your report, in respect to themeasures taken
by you to securethe necessary supplies, wvhilst operating on the Withlacoo-
chie, have beennmaturely weighed by thle President and thle department;wve concur withyon in thil iking that youlhad good reason. to expect, whean
you marched from Fort 1)rane, on the 9th of October, that the depot pre-
viously ordered to he established by General Readat Graham's camp
wotild be completed by at least the1Iitlh of October ; andwve are, also, satis-
fiedthalt the causes wvliicli prevettefd the establishment of that particular
depot, at thatLirne,are by no means to beinmputed toanly act or omllission
of yours." Nowv, sir, heun it is filly. shown that the want of sripp!ics for
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the army under my command arose entirely from: the failure to establish
this depot al the tiue it was required to be done, one might have supposed
that I wouldhliave heci completely acquitted of the charge of havit)g corn-
menced [lie caInpt.ipth, without hairm first taken efl Mctiai measures to pro-
cIIre te eeedfIul sulppilies, and that 10o. error would have been imputed to-
me for havi n r Mrilclud to that point for suibsistenice ntthetime I did. But
noi sir; tIis coUld IJoI be done: hLw kcquittignme of this charev_6yonr con-
viction of' hle iijtee nf IIcomplained xas the natural result.This ninsL be ael'ted even at tie expense of cninmitting ali irreconcilable
inconlsilencv; and'. Oll lli ihjFl~hjcct, yolu therelOre add,: "Bit it is due to:
candor 'nid it is e.;ll d for bk thlt, pneuilidalr laig-tir,qft !yoir letter, to say,
that it Vet rernainst.xtbe egretted that voin shoil Il have marched from Fort:
Draine wvitli 0o scanty a supply of provisions, helbre Von had ascertained
that ifie projected dop)ot--a d.6epot s6 ijndispemsjilhle to the siucess of your:
movenlivis-:'1nd beeti tilI' cstaliliedY You' thel seal; of ny direc-
tions to General Rloid. as inlunviti seveal distinct measures which miht.
fail, from accidents bevonid his control- ird observe, T.There secmns,tlhererore,
to haie been a want tf dne C ,ltmomi in nmovinr toi a position whvre you
wdulld he thrown oni him for the snbsisternce of voiir forces. without first
knowing that his supplies would cortninly Ce Accessible." it. is admitted
thalt ILhd * &'ocid reason to expect" tiat the depot would have been estab-
lishied at las by thle 16ilth Of October and yet I anm char ded with'having
betraved a want of due elation, ;ir l;11 . error ol judge ent is impuited to,
me" foir favinr Mwarched. to that depot tbr supplies.: iNleni are aenerallvsup-
posed to be governed by reason ; amid wheitii is admitted that one has good
reason to helieve or to do any thing, it seems itiappropriate to say that,
there Wias error of jukidgnent in believingr or do'ir that. which Was dictated::
by "good reason."

Icannlot tI(brt:ear, sir, to offer a reniark on the unfhirncss (if Volo will par-.
don tlhe eprm,;isson' ivitli which votn have stated every proposition discussed
in your letter of the 30th 1tilrmo.: Ill speaking of my answer to the com-
plailit alleged atrini riea for reirin from the Witlhlacoochie, you say: -
"The codclui;iois of the President atld thie department on this part of the
co'St if not so favorable vIs imii desire, are yet stifficiently so to exempt your-.
self antd the army tender your command from the imputations which you
suppose to be.iClliliec ill the calI for explanation." hI a preceding part of
that levler. yon labored most uninecessarily to prove that the call for explana-
lion wails: proper; anl one of the proofs on which you rely is the fact of myv
having comf licd with,the call. 'Tihis is a strWne deduction to bc drawn
from suici afatct: Iutb vitmwy prove that which was never denied'! The pro-:
prietly o that call was not the matter in issue18 bV~eti Is; hutj lthe justice
or itijusltie othe revstilre so forcibly implied in the expression of the Presi-
dent's disnapl.oitntmet anid surprise at my retina" from the WitiIlaoochie,-
with so slronog a force witlhont a tnore serious attempt to cross the river,
and drive (th el&elmy (fromi his -position. You cannot be in doubt, sir, on
tbis point;-and yet: you speak of the ;' implutations" which I supposed. " to

inflpli(d iin the call .or explaationu1i." It is much easier, I will admit, to,
prove a propositon which is lnot detmied, than it is to sustain an unjust ac-
etsation, even by the fictitilOUs and Unreal fitcts which you. have stated for-
that purpose. After the very faint and unsatisfactory acquittal given in the
Inst quotat ion from your letter, you proceed to say: " At the sate, time, it
is my duty to remind you that the passage of the Withlaccochie was effected



,on the 16th of October (only a day or twonfter you abandoned the attempt)
by Colonel Lane,witl- the regulars and Inrdianis under his command, atA
place about three 7fliles from your encampriment. It wais also accomplished
ton the 13th of Novemnber, by your own arnyly. nlese facts prove that the
difficulties of the passage, though at all timetsX, dotibiless, very great, were
not insuperable." Now. sir, let uis examine these fiicts: anrd, in doing so,
permit mle tosay that the first, onl which you reply with suichimplicit con-
fidence, is entdirelv destitute of truth ; and if it ever had even arnideal exist-
ence, it must have beeni in the imagination of sOeinle Wili-ti %vitiness for my
-conviction of impropriety. ColonelLatic crossed thie Witilacoochic at the
shoals,twenty-/five or thirty miles belowry crla/)-at one oftIie most, favor.
able crossiurmpllaceS known on the river, rind not very farlrom Grahiam's
camp, where ,Ii:Lrche(l in thle hope of finding supplies. [His passage was
not opposed by the enemy; and although historec was peculiarly calcu-
lated to accomplish thlis olbj ct, beingg all Indians, acculstomed to swim at
all times, with tile exception of 1(1 mien,) it recqircrld at w ole day to effect
the crossingy: and had Ii is passage been disputed by tile cienery, notvith-
standing his advan taives, it would not havel1en1 accoinp)lishied. Tlhe want
-of truth in the first hliet o01 which you relv luSt render it unavailable for
tthe purpose for whichh it was intended tile s colid,thmalt ol tlic army under
my command having crossed the river onl the 13ti of November, does mnot
prove, by anyny eanis. that the passarg at tile satlie place onl thle 13th1 of
October was practicable. You Nvill permit me to remind(l vnu,als you seem
-to have overlooked, forgottetn, or disregarded( the difhereumce of circemristmnces
hvllichi attended the paZssage at tile different times above functioned, that they
were particularly stated in imy letter of the 2d of Decenmier, anid catunnot fail
to make an impression onl tile mi uid of aniy one wiho will attend to them.
On the 3dthi of October I louind thfe river swvollei fronl rais ; it covered a
part of tile swanl) on either side. and was swimmrii1¢r front bIaink to bank.
I fond tile enemy strongly posted on tile o0pp)osite side, atid offering a de-
termilnied resistance to our pfassa e. On the 13th of November the river had
Fallen foir feet perl)eiid icular, and was sWIlilming only a lpart Of the distance
over; thlea~rleney had11 abandoned tie Cove,and no longer renmaintied to dispute.
our passage : still it was reflected with great difliculIy, and four nmen were
drowned in its accomiplishmnent. rTlpe difficulty of siviliingmlilCi.1 and
horses over a rapid stream 220 yards xvide. under a deadly fire, is too ap-
parent to require a comnient; and, if it were not entirely impossible, it mulst
have been attended with a sacrifice of lile wvhichi few circumstances could
justify, and would have rendered eveii victory itself a disaster: numbers
inust have perished in tile attempt. Woutided men and wounded horses,
obstructingr the passage, would soon have increased tile difliculty of cross-
ing ; and, if any had been so fortunate as to reach the opposite hank, few
would have beeni able to preserve their arntinition, and they Would have
fallen easy victims to the follyr and madness of the getieral l)y whose orders
they were forced into such extremities. You may, by intuitionl, possess
that knowlecdgre of the profession of arms which otliers have acquired by
ears of hardy service ill the field : b.ut, admitting- this extraordinary fact,
it is not very probable that you, at the distance of one thousand miles, werc
better enabled to judge of the practicability of crossitig the river thall my-
self, and the brave oflicers anad men utinder my command. In every instance
in which you adimit the existence of any circumstance which may have &L
tendency to render my conduct even excusable, your never fail to add soine'.
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thing to neutralize thle effect, and render suich admissions ulnacceptable
and, in this spirit, you observe that " content and, perhaps, sufficient reason
for thle aliaridominiewt of the enterprise oni vouir first movement are, however,
to he found in youir total want of provisions (except such as your men
would not uise) a]i other sti applies, nnd in the great loss of horses your troops
hdnd sustained ; buit this only increases ouir regret at tile original cause of
these uintoward I circumstancess' " 1y th-e provisions which my "men
wold not use," I presuirme yotu mean the Catle0 which I i formed you 1 had
destroyed because they were unfit for uise. By what aluthority do you call
these cattle provisiotis, wheti I Ilhive informed you that they were so misera-
tfly poor thiat my hung-ry soldiers wvotild not feed upon themn? Youir gaivinz
the inappropriale narme of 'Xprovisions" to the loathsome flesh of thce ani-
mals coitdd not niak(e it more acceptable. Ihit it rniy induicc a belief that
I hadai supply of' provisions, which mig(rht have been, hut , which my men
would not tise. With reward to the lost horses, I beg leave again to correct
on error into wivich Vol) have fiileii. IAly arny had lost no horses at that
time, except suichi as bad strayed from my eicampmnelltt at night, and which
could not b~e found. ''ltron olit your whole correspondence. yon seem
to consider mjy march to Fort l)rane. and the first expedition to the With-
lacoochic, as an retire failtire, unattended with anv circnrnstances to justify
these movemients. Perhaps, sir, o0n a carefhi (examination of the results, a
more, flivoralle conclusion may be drawn. From the 1st of October, the
day o0 lwhich I arrived nt Port Drane, and fromn which the commencement
of imy op~ra tions should he dated, tnitil the. li9th, thle day of my retUrn
Irouum Ile Witlhlacoochie, thirty-three warriors were killed in our scouts and
skirmnishevs, and twelve prisoners were taket-a mtuich more important
resitit thian hra s usually attcuded catrinigns against the Seminole nation.
Another attending circu-1mstanrce wvas tile discovery of tlie Cove, the strong-
hold of die uneniv. rThl1is place havid never before heen hitown to any wvhite
mail. T'he several expeditions marde dntritig the last winter passed to thle
the east and west of that place, without finding the retreat of the Indians
mild it was a master of somtie iinl)ottance to find out their hiding-places. I
marched on the trail from Fort Drane wvitliot knmowving where it led, and,
when mely provisions were exhausted, I was comrpelled to seek further
slipp)lies.

ili your letter of the 14th you have spoken frequently of thle loss of
time which waLs occasioned by this expedition. Perhaps, onl examination,
you may be satisfied that the tinc lost hbrmy movements (if there wvas any)
collid ntot have exceeded six or seven days at irnest. Until the establish-
letit of the depot at (,raliani!s earmp--a fact of x.hluiclh I was not advised

il tile 4th or 5th of November, (a!id you have condemned me for
J(Iiz 11r 1)0po it before I lknew it wvas ce l;,ifly establ ished)-l had to draw
ntv sletpplies front Black creek1, tdistance of about sixty five miles. It
Wais tile evening- o)f thze Slit of ()ctober before I could have little niore thaut
five davs' rations h)routit to Port Drane, without a single grain of corn for
the horses. I urtarehted to the Withlacoochie oll the evening, of the 9th, and
relirnel to Fort l)rane on the evening of the 1.71h of October. An ex-
press was sent to Brlack creelk, withr orders to forward provisions to Fort
Drane wvith all pos-iible despatch. rT'he wagron-train was immediately put
in motion, and. although it was constantly employed from the l'lth of Ot-
tober, it was the 9th of November before there was a steficient -tupply of
provisions to enable me to move on the second expedition to the Cove, not-



withstandingc the whole Tennessee brigade, men and horses, were fed at
Black creek during this time; it required thence twenty-one days to bring
to Fort Drane the provisions consuLnied in that time, alld those wvhich ena-
bled me to march on thle second expedition. Now, sir, if it required twenty.
one days after my return, is it not fair to presume that it would have re-
quired, thle same length. of time to have brouhllt out the same quantity of
provisions belbre I moved ? It this is admitted, then it is evident that I
lost only tile seven days employed inl goingg, to thle Witlhlacoochie, and in re-
turnirngr to Fort LDranie. But, sir, I will not admit that the time wias lost in
which I killed twernty-three and captured twvelve of the enemy ; and in
which I opened a. road to, and discovered, tile stronghold of tile enemy,.
beor, uniiknown to ally wvlhite man. Thle infbrm-natioll of tile country, de-
rived from mly own observation, as well ns from thle prisoners, enabled me
to make thle second expedition illna manner which has not been censured.
Onle of the prisoners acted as a ride, and wvithort whom wve should never
have becorme ac(luainted with the labyrithths of thle Cove. r'his expedi.
tinn of S(!v'n days washIlli'-lly important ill another respect. It drove the
whole Indian force beyond the Withilacooclie, and relieved the frontier
froni furtlhr depredation. Until this was done, the 'rellrnessee troops
cold not, without manifest impropriety, hnave been marched to Black creek;
and lhad they remained at ,.ort D)rane, they and their horses wouldf have
consumried forage and provisions as fast as it could have been brought to
them. Hence, it is obvious, sir, that the short timle ill which operations
were suspended was not occasioned by a premrrature movemlent from Fort
D)rane, but fromt nmy disappointment inl not finding- supplies at Graham's
camp onl the 1 6th of October, where you admit that I had " grood reason to
expect thlem]," though you condemrn, ats ati error of judgnmenit, mry having,
acted under thle influence of that " groo reason." After discussing the
special charfres exhibited against me, you make the following remark Aind
with respect to your general operations, it is still a subject of disappoint-
meont andl regret, considering the timer and means allowed you, that more
effectual mneasUres were not taken for securinur such supplies as might have
enabled youL, onl cornmerncing offensive operations, to maintain the positions
to which you might advance. ntid to prosecLIte the campaignrl with steadi-
ness and vigor." As no specific act of impropriety is stated in tlhe pre-
cedingr quotation, I arn at a loss to know whether it is to be regarded as a
general court, covering the facts alleged i!l the special assiglnlients, anld in-
tended as aIn amendment of your declaration, or whether it is to be con-
sidered as presenting new inatter to be replied to. If the former, I am will-
inZ to rely on the answers I have already given: if the latter, 1 ilist say,
that, if it is intended as a reflection o Ily not[I-haviln(r advanced depots vith
thle army into the country held by tlie enemy, before marchmiir to attack
htiri 1cI cannot see the justice or propriety of such censure. If supplies are
to precede, thle army, or to be moved with it in such abundance as to ena-
ble tilhe general to " main taiti" the positions to which lie might. advance,
aricd to prosecute the campaignwvith steadiness an(l vigor,' without
falling eback oll any depot for support, my wvord on it, sir, your army
will never overtake the enemy. It thlls is thle rule you have prescribed for
the government of your generals iii the field, be l;ot surprised, sir, if the
Semniniole war, contemptible as it has been regarded, should continue yet for
manlly years. No greneral has ever been successful who has marched on

such a plan. An army encumbered with a heavy train of supplies will never
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march with suifficient rapidity to overtake a filugitive enemy; nnd the
only siccessfid tmiode is to move with despaitcl, alid surprise your enemy.
It was upou this plan that( the brillint arid srrecessfill campaigns of Gen-
eral Jackson vwere niatle; and the history of' his Indian wars will prove that
after every libi le Il? x'ais compelled to rniake a " retrograde movement" (if
you will please to call it so) to obhair supVplies for his hungry nrmy. In
another part of you r letter, von a 1sizrtmy Ill health as the c1ause of my being
su jers(det-d in cninriarrivim ofthNea.r rn . r11d appear to consider iry animadd-
versions a tt(1 corrrplai rts on that sli 1ject Ithe iore extraor(i nary, Since, in.
the cort.rrtilnic;tioil to iroe, anid in that to Gcreral Jestip of the s~ame date,
(at copy of' wh ichi was ettcloisr d to nln'. t lhn transfer of the command to the
latter was cxpressl V attributed to tle apprleinslion that I migrhit not be able,
ili mv thenll teebla,z1te oflf health, to (isilr thl cilplipirian with the prornptir
tilde and ener:rv deianided [Vh hi CriSis. My Ieialti;, sirl, was truly very
bad. arid iv sufitlrins-.xwere severe bttit I mtde. nio report of it to the depart-
metit. ;a': I Ciiiered on then eaitrjrmiirl \wilti :lfe deternliltatioi of closing, the
NvIr or I) ni1;ill tilte attItilit. aiid.. hiadu I befenwipeiilled to reniiam in the
field, I stilld tIlost cerlitildy haveii dile on(e or t(ie other ; and theit I was
still able lo ptosncitte thle cainlpiti! \ilth soirme sitne(ess, I hope is sutfficiently
pro'crii liy thei'isults. Bitt i r, ld 1nrv ii hea;lith heuii the onlyV caIse as'-
signed toi- remnovig, rite front thnlls ciitrmmr!(I, I shortid have yielded it to
(Gerier~l .hr'Elrp withi the ntutnlst ploasulre, and ot a rnririmiur Notilld have
been hlear(l fnitto rite on the Shbi]; a'ltd it is Vel' hilownil to the department
that I tend(lered Itimi the coirtitottid ott his arrival it Florida. It canIot. he de
ried, It ver, that there Vwere other catises stilted in votur letter of tlhe
4 tIh of Nive,v nr'er. wvhtinti werre it igI t rdr;,tory to tliV reptitat ion; atid 1
rerret Cx iOU tly to ifid, sir, ill ,'''ir letter ol ilift iftli ultirrin, after ex.
pressly dilu:irfthlt ''rIte tr'41eur of ti, cotiianid of the arriv to GOnneral
Jesipl) Stort1d bea1111ii)lrted. to ilt :ippreliellisioits halt I rjiirlt 1t(tt i>e able, iii
my thtell 1iechle state ofl hialthi, to filisl tli(!ciic aintlv," &.c.. yon should have
found it nuecebss ry to ussivi other ra;isf's les<s taIvortlte, for t le adoption (of
tltat tricasit i.. Al' r speakliitrof the iritht of' Giteral Jesup to the contnartd,
(a righlit I revzer (riestioried.) onn obs(erve, i' It is rrtre thle department after-
wards ii'ditlto thu vut'1 1wtiraltlU"stietiS of that office, ilhat, as voll
hald p cI'it red the plitll of the calllmtiigrtl, voit Shtotutld be allowed to conduct
it; auld hlad t11h conlditioil of titles reittaitted unttaltered, the arran(renents
prolialily votlId ntot It uve heernititerfbr(ed with : bttt their condition held beeni
entirely chita tgod thle retiretncit of the armV ftom tine Wititlacoochie-the
suspension of ofrett sive operations -t he wanilt ot anl official report from yon-
the short fiiwriod rotnairiii lorfothe ernploviientt of the 'T'eninessee volmit.-
teers-tite tnecessity pro(ldtced bv thiat cluse, arid other considerations, for
the urtmost iromiptilit re-id nd, abuve all, by youir o-\vui severe sickicess." 'Flhese
-ire the cities wvhicIh led totmy beinr sisperseded in tile comrmarnd of the
arnmy. Aiid pray, sir, let meC ask. how (does this statcaicit correspond witii
Ithe olne irlde i;t rite pvreC('hiii part (if Vour fetter, iii which rrnv ill-heailthl is
assirgtd alS the only C;IUS Of the trniSftr ? rlrre is another .part of yortr
letter iii wv ii cl I arn so entirely misrepresentte, that I can not permit it to
pass wvilthtitt correction. Ini vyotr admiissini that Ithe fail ure to establish the
depot ott tire Witfilacoochie at the tilnef I re(ti ired it, w"Is not to be attribtuted
to anti huill of titre, you sa v " 'T'his rernirk, however, must not be under-
stood as satiiciiornitg yotir complaints gralinst the naval officers entployed il
iiaviariiit, thie stewuiboats2 'l'hlc followiglr I presuwe, is that part of myLII 1



letter t) which yon allude ; aind, if my understanding is correct, it is anillst
the arrangements of the War department, and not against the naval officers
it was so intended, and I think it will generally he so understood. 4'That
tile steamboat Izard shoult1d have beeti lost, may be attributed alone to the
arrangements of the Governmient in selecting naval officers to naviartte
steamboats in intarrow channels and rivers, wvho ha;ve been instructed onilyitl tiavi .ttfllnt SliTrS onl the ocean. Had the Izard l)een navigated by one
skilful from long practice in thc management of steambhoats, it is the opillion
of General Read that there would have been no diflictiltv inl ascenelding the
river." It is certainly no complaint against tile navil ;illicers who con-
manded the steamrboats to say that they were less skilftul in a tanafring them
thanl the commonly ImIsters of boats, Wvlho have mTiade it their profession for
years, and acquired skill by longer practice. The cornmaiinder of the Izard
had been on board of the boat but at few davs wvhen the accident occurred
by which the boat wats lost. 1 litive not tlhe please re of inowinhilm very
well ; but for I vieutena nts Johinsont and I garrison, who corninaieudI the l)ade
and Americatn, it alliords rmie great pleasure to aclkowledge thei r worth as
gyentlemjen and (fifcers, and t hey aIe entintled to mny warmiest thanks for their
zeal and promrtpitud(le in tle pethprlormance of thie dtivies assigned teilnl. If
you have any don bt with regard( to tile lautiagre itivlwitch I expresse(l my-
sielf, I b-e7 Voti to be assured. sir, thlat my comllplaint was agillst the War
D)epartrnenit, and not ilie tiaval ollicers wvilo colmlillievid(d tile steamlilhoats.

Theie is another grout;(3 oil wvhtich, vour censure las b)een so repeatedly ex-
pressed, thlat I canItIot penrnit it to pIISS tnintioiced, even ill ttiiS lo - eolntlill-nn-
i ication. You charge mn wiltiIt LV iiigr centered onl tie ca rpaig,it wititolt
duie preparation, and have spokein of lh(i length of timine and atmidu ileeans
allowed me for that purpose. I et us first cxami tinu the niUCaLUS" WliCh )'Oilsay eere aflorded nioe and 1then I will ofler a passi ivr rellmalk oil tIe iritea. d-
lowed mIe for preparation. WIntat wcre those anlitle nicails (of whtichi you
have spokeni witih so ittuchi coltlidencce . IL is truc I was antIhorized to draw
on1 thle different depots. anld to reiqtire of tile Quarteri ;asters l)Dipartinent
stUCIt artTeles as the service iniilit demntamd; and I have sFhown that I prompt.
ly procured these attieles, and that I had advanced abuntidalt stores aIs near
tile country hield by tihe eneily as thev conlId be conducted ill saifitv, uintil
I had a sufficient force to inove (orwvard and establish other posts. What
more could I have (done ? Surely I nteed not informtihe chiiet of tie War
Departriment, that depots of stupplies could not be establ ishied ill the enemy's
country, until I had ;an army to precede thiem. alid open dthe way for their
reception. At wvhat time did I receive a sufficient force for thiis object? The
Tennessec brigade was arriving at this place ill detachments, froilt tile 10th.
until tile 15th of Septemnber; ot, tie 19th they inarched, aidodl tile 1st of
October they rillted tIme Indians at Port l)rane, and thenice cointnenced
operations against thle e(nemly. Th'lte vast limle, theml, oft which, you have
so repeatedly spoken, is cormiprehended between the 1 il tof September and
1st of October. Ili thlis time I itiarchied two hIutidred miles, lnuder till( molllost
vertical stit of IFloridit, at the oinst uiniheal thy season oh thte year, and placed
a lairge store of supplies in mriotion for tile contemplated depot olt tile With-
lacoochie, where I liad'; (rgod reason" to believe I would find them, at least
by the 16th of Octol.er. Inl order to showv that no timtle previous to the ar-
rival of the TI'enressee lbritade was, or could have been, available for the
Purpose of establishing depots for the supply of the army, it is only neces-
sary to take a v iew of Florida at the thime 1 exitered on the dtities of my
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present station. Your troops hItad rone into simmer quarters; and, from
the smallness of their number, could scarcely defendthiemselves from the
enorv, even intile posts which they occupied.1' hc volunteers andnilitin
from the Territory and neighbll)oriicg States had heeti disbanded before their
termi of service hiad expired. and our lr(oi!i r inhia bitants left totile mercy
oftilesavaLres. When I assuimed coniniiand of the army, nurder the orders
of thelPrcsiden t, I foundthel Indians conituerors, arid in undispitted posses-
Siotl of thecoiutrv for inore thianii fifty miles above theboun diary. That
district, vhlichiat the commencement of' the war a)ouinded withi stock anid
grainlorthe sul)sisteiice of the army, wvas now desolated and the maralld
ing bands of the enemy covered the whole litnC of frontier for more titan
two hundred miles. I st rggledlor fotirmonths, wvitdi tilefeeblemeCans I
possessed, to defimd this line, exposed as it was, anid open to the attacks of
the enemiy. At lengtilh theITennessee troops arrived and, impelled by duty,
as well as the ouelinsfS hit maiiitav, I pressed lbirwvard without t delay to save
tie frontier from furtherslan-lu iter. I relieved it from invasion. Tihe war
parties of the enemyi were either destroyed, or driven beyond the Withla-
coochtie. I rebuilt Fortl)raiie; stablisiedant imrtporltnt depotott tile Witl.
lncoochic killed thirty-three, and( captitred twvelve of tile enemy explored
thle country, and discovered tihe Cove, the stronghold of thle eneiny ; anrd
made atl tulenecessa ry preparationslbr a vigorous campaign. All this was
done iii thllirty.fi()r days, notwithistritding your repeated complaints of the
length of tuline I lost, bymy disalppointrent iii not fiindina suLpplies at the
Withlacoochiie onl my first visit. Oii the thiirl yfbortrth day after I com-
nwrnced operations, youi issued your orders, iii triplicate, stmpersedilIr me iin
command of theearly; and, althoingli they wvere sent forth by swift carriers,
before they could overtake me thle armny under my comimandcl had made a
lonrg anid hiarassing inarch, hind folulghlt thrice decisive battles, utid von three
important victories. For these services, si, I seek ino comimendation, but
they certainly do not mnerit the censure of time department.

Yout say I have done great injustice to the President. 'I'his, sir, I should
deeply deplore; for I %v\otld not be Ulnljulst, even in redressing my wrongs.
I entertain for the President the most silncere re/ral'rd an(d respect. and I re-
gret most deeply that the reinarks contained in vour letter of tlie 4thi of
November should have been suich ns to call forth terms of severity from
ie ; I wrote tinder fielings of dfeep excitement, anid such as most ilert
wvoul d hiave experieticed iin my situation. Ini your letter of the 14th ilist.,
although I coriceive youi have by ino ieans donenowi justice, yet yott have
so tir reduced thle charges against me as to leave iiothiniig worthy of an in.
vestigratioll hlelbre a court of inquiry. I1am, therelfore, cottenled to lhave the
subject to hbe decided ily pitblic opiinioli, satlistied it will do inC justice( when
the hicis are fully disclosed. As you have caused your letter (of the 140th
It. to he inside public, I shall send a copy of thlis to a friend in tile Senate,
with a reqluest that it may also be p iflished am11ong tihe ptblbic doctiriltents.
Very respectiflly, your obedientt servant,

Pt. I. CALL.
11011. 1B. ". UT'rLEnR,

Acing Secc/acry of War.
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T ALLA.IASS ,F March 26, 1837.
SIR: I beg leave to call your attention to tile claims of E. J. 'Wood, for

the charter and expenses of the steamboat Minierva wvile in the service
of thle United States. 'T'hiis boat was chartered by my order in September
last, from imy knowledge of tih enterprise, experience, and efficiency of
Colonel lXood. Nvlho volhiiteered to coriunand hier in person, and from the
peculiar adaptatioll of tile boat to the navigaitioll of the Witillacoochie
river. Every eti(rgaerlli t on tile part of thee comimniader anrd cha-vrter wias
fully anid amply complied witi and I hazard nothing in saying that this
boat rendered more important services to the Government, diuriing her
charter, than all the others on this station at that tilme. It wais by tho
enterprise and perseverance of. Colonel Wood that the depot otl thle With-
lacoochic was filially established ; and thle delay wvhichi attended the accoln-
plishlirent of this important object, ill the first instance, was occasioned
entirely by the orders of General Jesup and Colotnel L-ane, by wvhiom the
boat was required to makliae twvo trips froin Apalachicola to Fort Mitchell,
in transportilln tile friellnIly Indiins, before site was permitted to l)roceed
to tlhe Nvithlacoocliie. Tth efluct wvas riot anticipated byG(eneral Jesup
but, until the arrival of (Colonel Wood at tl-e niouth of the WVithilacoochic,
no successful attempt was niade toascend the river and estaldish tile depot.
Few persons possess niore enterprise or pulblic spirit than Colonel Wood.
Totiugh possessed of limited resources, lie expended in the public service
near I12,000. i-s dluties were most fhithfully performed, and it isa iinat-
ter of regrret and surprise that the contract on the part of the Government
has not beeii complied wvith. His accounts were presented for I):lyicent, in
January last, to Lieutenant Viinton, the quartermaster at this place who
declined leaving them, as I understood at thetimne, from tile wvatnt of funds
for that purpose. They were afterwards forwarded, by the cashier of the
Un ion Blank ot F'lorida. to Major Cross at Washington, by vhoilo they
were, as I am advised, referred to the decision of tile Secretary of WVar.
I have to request, as all act of justice to this meritorious gentleman, that
his accounts inav receive your early and favorable consideration. It has
been sugtested that Colonel Wood's accounts have been suspended in
consequence of his having taken possession of the steaniboat Minerva be-
lonuingi to the Government. I ant at a loss to conceivehow this can im-
pair in any degree the obligation of the Government -to comply with its
contract.I3ut if this circumstance has produced such an eflict, ormade
an impression unfavorable to Co!oncl Wood. I beg leave toinalke a state.
ienit of facts, as I inrderstanid them to have existed,wvhicii cainot fail to

place his contract in the most favorable point of viev. Colonel Wood was

arenieber of Governor Eatoii's staff, and since has been one of mine. As
assistant qluartermlaster,he has performed much valuable service, and in-
curred considerable expense, wvithout malkinig any charge against the
Government for either. llis boat was chartered on the Apalachmicola to
go to the Withlacoochie, anidhlewvommld have been entitled tothe perdiem

allowved under his charter, until his return to the place at wvhiichhe was

chartered. Instead of this, lie was discharged at the Withilacoochie, and
made no charge in his account forthe time expended in returning froin
that place. Accordin(r to the terins of his charter,he wvas tohave the
same per diem nilowed as thiat which was givenflor other boats chartered
at that time. The certificate of Lieutenant Vinton, accompanying his
accounts, shows that two of-the boats chartered by him received $300a
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day, nnd one of then $400; yet Coloncl Wood has charred only $300
per day, althoulgh his boat performed more service thaii all the rest. After
he had been discharged at tle WVidlltcoochie, tile United Statles steanil-oat
Lietlterruirt Izard havinZr been wrecked, dismantled, arid entirely abandoned
iy tire (Goverirezint, wvilit (reat expense, labor and diilliculty fie succeeded
in raisiirri and repairing her, iii suich man ncr as ellabled him to carry her
with somieihazard to Apialachiicola, vhiere sIhe has been throrourghly re-
paired, and now, as I alll iil OrIined, is ill good order. That thle Izard had
I)een dismantled, arid entirely abandonjed by the (3overninenit, I refer you
to rlie report of her commander, Lieuteinant Siimus of lie navv, to Corn-
riodore Da)las, wvhrich was pNl ished, and a copy of which iayv, I prcsu re,
)c fmir rid ii tile N;avv )eDo'arti-riert. So little idea wzas eilvertained of
hler ever Iiminr appropriated to ailny useful priurpose, t hnt I miiderstand tic
comma hiding ollicer at the Withlacoochie permiiitted other vessels to take
fron th[fe vrcek whatever they (culd find above aetter wvhlicil wvas valuable

ijd njo douilbt. bIut for tIn, extir-mmr(iiiarv enterprise of' Colon el Wood, tfie
Izard would i liave reinedned a wreck t, tile mrolitIi of thre Wiithilacoochrie.
As a tIiig deserted, tlhtere is iOa d(obit, aceordii r to tle la ws anid usages
of7all eivlized niaLionis, Coloniel Wood, or anmy otlier per'sor, had at right to
tak! los::Ccssolr of' :mrld ipp)l-rop)riate it to his Use. But lre was rlot willilln
to do illiis privutley: he reported thre circilliistalices to Commodore Dallas,
anid (iflfrt to relv l to a iitrabtirall is rig1ilt to tile proper rly, or the qr estiol
of wvhilt corilliisa tiollii e sliomild receive for Iis lall or anrid cxpCenCses ii
recoe lil!g, repa iiirillg, aind rustorinii ile l(st poroeerry of' tile Gove:rnimerit.
All I's licts, I believe, carl be fully su bstaniliated. arind are hiiPril y crcdit-
a1ble' to (,XlOlel WAood. Ile has at right, to jely or tile good ftitlit of thre
Goveri mnrenit iii comlnn 1yirgr NvitIi its contract, and I 11ope I is accoCrrits n11V
be ad(jutsted aill2 paid vitlIolat delay.

W\iilt regard to ite steamihoat ILard, 1 am authorized by Colonel Wood
to sily that hle is still 1ihlrr1 toI leave tile whole rimatter to be arbitrated by
persons w1ho shall be appoltirhed bV Comrmrodore Iallis, 0r1 tl}te part of thle
Gover irirert, an;id Icy Iririself, arid that lie Vill ablde i)y thir decision ; or,
if t(In Go eririru]]t will pay tIre per dienti allowedil under his charter,
front tihe tice of hlis d iscia r.e alt thme W}ithrlaoocicje n1r tl ;is arrival at
Aphalc licola, with Ia reISonable COrrl)ensaticoiI for Iris services, either aS an
agent while superiritendirig the repair of the boal, or ats assistant quarter-
ii aster ill tire Service of' tIre United Slates, aid refiind rile expehrses which
hle has actually paid on ilre boat, that Ie wvill deliver her ill grood order to
a:ry person w'ho mnay bo rippolited by the Governiment to receive hSer.

V,ery reSpCctlrIlly, YOur obcdieit servari t,
R. K. CALL.

lion1. SEiCRE1TARY' Oi XVAR.

1IALTI.AiSSE,1: r21)iil 29, 1837.
SII: I beg leave to call your' attention to thie regrulations prescribed by

the Goverrimrient fi)r SIIisuin raitions to certain irllraitarits of Florida, rider
tfe resoliorinri of Corigress,adopted Jor that purpose. By the 5th article of
those resulirtions it is provided that rations may h)e issued to tilc sutilering
inhrahil;nts for one miionih after their return to their homes ; but tlhLt, in no
ilnstanice, should any one be supplied with rations for a longer period thai
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one mouth after the termination of Indian hostilities. The greater number
of inhabitants who have heeni driven from their horn's have taken shelter
at or near the different military posts. where tlhey have been fed by the,
homily of tile Governlietit; and stuch lhias bett tihei inisettled state of thc-
counitrv, and the danger arisillng fromi imarauidingz hands of the eenemy wvhich
still ilitt!st the coiluntry, Hini t very fePw of tiv.ctin have been alt c to returtnin
homic atdpflatit cr(opt4 dtirinig thie present season. Ini conse(pience, o this,
they will be as destilti te of' Oi neians of su port at Ille close of ti ie year as
they were wheni they ir-St receivCed the get erotis sippr)ort of the Govern-
mellit; ailtd, il tIte (existiligrCtuh(irLltiouJs aire carried into efll'et, after lei ii
under arms dnir'inz' the whole wvanr, ande] tiatwitiy every sacrifice to sustain
the country, they xx'ill he comlipelled to abatidoin it, withil l one tiotithi after
the terniilnatioti of Inl(dianl hIostilities, for the want of provisions. Many of
theti have lost all tHey possessed ; andtutiless thev are fed by the G;overn-
mnclit utitil they 1h;ye raised crops to sit sist on, they must, fro!n tiecessity.
retire to thelieici rzi1hnri hr States, xviere l)tovisiolis titay be pu reliased by
their labor. Sucti a ineiaistirc would add greatly to thec calaiitieis they hiave
alrelaidy experiencodI bv the war, atud Wvould retard tie mprovenierut aid
settlemjetit of' tihe ''cTrritory ; hut as the resol utioll of Congress, providing
for tlieir stitpport, Il yves it at the discretioti of thie President to Ili iiiislh the
unifotltilate suffeircrs with supplies so belg-as lie nioy deemn it ncc. ssarr, -
have respectfulilt to in behdlfr of' ithe ii ihabitants of Florida, that
siupplies mrayh to runishied to those etiutreIf fi rm-;eltioutitilil thcy
slhall have been alfle to raise a crop to su hsist on. 'The adoption of,' tf~itl
ineasu re will save Ilitidreds orf nen, wonuen, and childrcan ironi ext6re'ric
suffering and distress. " "1

I have tIme hotor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
It. K. CALl4,

Governor ef' llorida.
lion. J. Ri. POINSr'rr,

SecelrClary of War.

TALLAI A.SSEEi, Auguist 3, 1837.
SIR: Your last. atitmal report to the Secretary of War xvas made and

published to the world while I was enfrarerl inj prosecuiting the wvar against
the Semrtiole Indians. It therefore did not come under mny ol.iservation
until after I had beetn relieved from the cotnmand of the army in Florida;
and, subsequently, mny extreme ill health, lor several months, lrev ticd me
from paving thait attetition to it xvhiclh it required at tny lhan(ls. I now
avail ltrvself of the righlt of aaddressing you oti thesubject ; and, after com-
municating sotne intelligrence, which you seem not to hiave received, and
after correctitlgr soille errors into which yon have fallen, I will ask yoti, from
the hihrh place \which you fill as an oraan of the GovernmTrent, and as an
act of common justice to me and to thre volunteers of Florida, to repair the
injury and injustice which youi have done to them and to me, in the same
public and imposing manner in which the wrong has been committed.

In speaking of thie battle of the Withlacoochie, on the 31st December,
1835, you make the following remarks: ' On the 29th I)ecember, General
Ch(iuch, with six companies of regular troops, amounting to about two hun-
dred men, proceeded from Fort King towards the Withlacoochie, to attack
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the Senriirioles, who were ill force on the left banrI of that river. In this
expedlilo1 li- wasjoined by Governor ball,with betweei fourIumodred
anid fiveliindred volunteers of F'lorida.
)" iiicth l t Deemeiier,Ceiterahl 'lincrh, witI the regular troops ii;cder

his conimii'id, crossed(] tie~\ililacoochtie.ll e was hcre attackd by a large
body of Indijas, and.ailer a spirited tr~l piierjt,thetJlrldiills %vere finally
defeaitd,t111(1 Ikd intotimliattirijocks. Ili this aflitir, it %vill appearthat tile
regiziihr troopDs lborediie buriit (P (flUh action ; out of tie twoliuidred troops
who crosse.d f1jc rivalry withi Getieral Clitch, iifty soe'eri were hilcd, or
wotitidud.iuieltidirig tmiur otlicers. (if the Iur luindred or fivhe hun.1dred
voluiii let.'.! Wtho I ad joinii ed Goi[ eral IClitichNvii ia vljew of' aidingiln sib-
diiin-tielieii its, (lily t Witw y 12sevl nihi anid tIhrec officers took part in
tle actiotl . W\s 1so anair remaitied out of' the actiol is riot explained.
HladtIlf! smilge zeal andliravery tieeui displayed by tho whole force as was
evinced11v th1e regular troops,there is little doulbht limt tIhat the\tir would
hayv' betie trintitiated with thlebttll e ofthe Withrlacoochii&'

Be fOre I port ed to correct ti errors il tile foreg-oi hgsht~telnetit, itis
proper ilial I shotulhi giVe VMillie necessary inifolrmation1 wvithl regartird to
tihe or);lgl;ttiiZ l0Ii tI i (2 voluitleers. tile circilristaltices iirider vhlichli they
enteredtheSe(liCte alld some of the inicidenits precedinga and alttnidill the
batthe.

'I' Vte1var WvIil e Seniinoles broke upon the country with the sudden-
ness of litt. 'I'It army a ridtie people were ej(Iallyll surprised atidc(ji ally
unprepatri-d lor Il It con flict. 'I'ile regular troops wereectcatiiped at Tampa
Bay, a tid at Iieic a)eicyili the heart of die Sewijinole nation, unprotected by
lbrrificallmisolf aneykitld and it' tle Indialls, instead of beilng diverted by
Omec ri'mlkimlo whitichi the sparse settlerrietit of IeIc froitier prescilted, had
111m1ade the first oiset 111oll thl(e r!(rj;lar troops, fewv would have survived to
tell Ilte Ilielnlicfilo!y ftrte of tlicir companions. Buit, fortunately for them,
tile savlamlgs*ere even niore fotsiid of plunder thanif of blood. Their first
demirounitrations were aglri gist hlie settileunects in A laclitia. county, and its
u niarmned atid df.enfectlss inliabi tants sustained the first attack. On1 the
0th1 of DecemblI)er I received, by express, a petition froin the people of Ala-
chun, informilng nlie of tihcir iipenduing datiger, atid aslinr for succor.
Without a request from General ( linch, arid withoutt authority from any
oere, orders were itmtnediately despatchicd to tile four nearest re-aiments of
niy brigade. dispersed over a district ofcountry more than one liuindred. and
fifty niiles ill extent. Vjbiey aisseiblvd with in paralleled promptness. I in-
vited(hero to tilie field, niot to maktile a carpitigril against the Semjjlnole Indians,
but to rescue thle defeniceless frontier froni tile grasp of a savagrc clueiy. 'lern-
porary, btit promitpt andr i uiiiiedlimtt relief; intil oliter forces coldr( be order-
ed by (We ( moverni merit, was all I soii(riht to alolrd ; arid I assiuredl them that
ihev sImilonid not be detained from ivieir homes hiure thtan thirce or four
Vee ks. id(e!r this pled>-e, mciiunron a. Illthc variotispursp iiits of lik, sid-
dhetily sr:14ijiiddtfliir bu)Silless, and joiiitd the stalndiard of the voluinteers.
Near two liniidrud ad(I filfty were imiliiedliatly riali'(. 'Tliey were general-
ly vIthillwt arims ; (lie Goverrililrlit had nfione witil khlich to supply them ;
'Uld1, oilniiiv owl i respo-isility, I ordered stiei 1(1 be puritehlltsed as thle noer-
Chlfbits ('.)I Id Sillt)IV, \ hichi consisted prir cilsl vr ol ttnl sI tot-guns, len-
tircly 110ifit l;r tsc iii'ed. Sup[lplies of every kiniid we re required Vtet, not-
Willistartdlan1r the greaLt (xtenlt ,,f' country foinfo.-mwich the mielf had to be
drawn; aid ilie di ltliyii of traunsforili rig Citiizes from the pursuits of civil
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life to soldiers in the field, by the thirteenth day after I received intelligence
of Indian depredations, the troops' of Middle Florida, under. my command,:
had been assembled and organized, had performed a march of two hundred
miles, and had attacked arid destroyed i party of the enemy. discovered.in
piuniderinc and burning a house within half a mile of Micanopy. A; de-
tachment of volunteers, under the command of the: gallant Captain fMcLe-
more, had that morning been despatched, at the request of General Clinch,
to protect his provision train, then(on the march to Fort Drane, and ex-
posed to the most. imminent peril. 'T1lev performed the duty; protected the::
supplies for the regular troops who were almost destitute; and arrived at
the burning house on the road just after the Indiants had been routed.

Notwithstanding the promptitude with which the troops were raised, and
the rapidity of. their march, on imjy arrival I found the whole country over-
run and in possession of the enemy. Every house had been abandoned;
the Indians were masters of the country; the:regular troops were in want
of almost every thing; they had not fired a gun at the enemy. and, from the
smallness of their numbers, were scarcely able to hold the small space of
ground within gun-shot of the pickets hastily constructed for their own
preservation.
The volunteers of East Florida, under their brave commander, Colonel.

Warren, had been raised on the appeal of General Clinch.. Many of them
were those wvho had been driven from their homes, atid had engaged for no
definite time. .1 overtook and assumed (he command of them on the 19th
December. The whole force was employed, with great activity, in scout-
iing the country and driving out the enemy, as. long as the trace of one
could be found. After this duty was performed, there remained yet five'or
six days unexpired of the time for which the volunteers from East Florida
had engaged. I was anxious to employ every moment to the best advan-
tage; and, as the guides spoke with the utmost confidence of finding In-
dians' at the towns on the Withlacoocllie, not more than thirty-five miles
from Fort Drane, and represented the river as being shallow and fordable.
at that point, I proposed to General Clinch that a rapid and forced march
should be made, to surprise and attack the enemy at the point designated.
The suggestion was adopted. On the 27th and 28th December the volun-
teers were recalled from the scouts, and part of theregular4troops were with-
drawn from Fort King for the expedition. On the morning of the 24th
the whole army. marched for the Withlacoochie under the command of
General COilch. The volunteers from Middle Florida, having but three
days more to serve, left their Wagron-train 'and all their. baggage, carrying
with them four days' rations, already prepared for use. They were equip-
ped' to move with that rapidity so essential tothe success of the enterprise;
but the regulars were encumbered with a heavy baggage trains,: badly ap-
pointed and badly conducted; and sMich' was the sloth of the march, that
we did not arrive at the Withllacoochic until the morning of the third day,
although, upon the plan originally proposed, it might have been. accom-
plished iil twenty four hours.. On our arrival, the army was studdenlv
brought to a halt, and we were. greatlv surprised at finding a deep ard
rapid river, presenting a most formidable impediment to our farther advance
into the country, instcd of the fordable stream over.whicll we might.
pass with scarce any delay, which the information of the guides led us to
expect. Oki tile opposite side an Indian canoe was discovered, and' was
brougalt across by two men who swam over for it. The regulars imajedi-



C278 ] 128

ately comlmlleed crossing, and, althogllh tlhey only amounted to aollt- ttwo
hundred alld sixty, it was near fioon: hefore. they had effcted fthe passage.
1n the mean itlue the volunttcers had been engniged in driving over their
horses: illrd a raft of green poles h:id beeni cotistrticted, o-:vlhiclu some of
the siddles wvere carried oavri; htt it was so iheavy, anid siurik so deep in
the watierq2 that it was of but yery little service.
So sooni as tihe re'ni'ars w-;re over, the v3olhitecrs commenced crossing ili

thte ativ. which. iidtor the best 11uallaftrelit"lt, wullld cuirry otily from Uive to
severe p'rsr~nns two ot w horn %vero &~e erallv tobrld lieces-sa'v to c irry the
boa~t ba;$ck; anituti .rrid it retired bai)iitin every trip to prevent it fillin(T with
water.:It Is to be.rrctnenlared thiat (thi voltnuteers lkid to take thr ir sad,
dles aniulsadtel *,r.:ilitlliii in llC canoe.. arid theieftore e.n hid uot cross
Will, the Sa;rle: r ipidity as thle regullars, who*litWrcld ill wvi their ka ip-
sacks in tI I'i hacks.

Suiperuirifndnlilr the erosSi tr of ihc voltninteers in persons I perceived that.
Iroml ltn' 'low prowrr( SS theV m11ade, aind frorn the time previously required
by thirdrzrnlinirs, tihless soline other inneans of accouipli'ittic ttme passage could
he devise'l it %nitidd coivttmiue the xvhlrn O1aN% (O'l acrOplit if moy Ipledge to
1hem tila t l w should be -tlllnitted to redrni the next dat wheii their teri
of srrv in unlld he v.eryWefel.I was vcry snlioitouis to obviate tills delay.
1I'1.;ceordihiYlvIublzd the attention of tyternl(',litic; dkealtdyv ou the soutl
side of llit, river. to .n collection nof 'Jrv lonrs, on thepoIilt Af in iAiuridl sittaite
a short.didtiiice. hblow tile cross.in r. plaee, and. accossihle from that haXInk Of
the river ly mneinlis of a lede( of ro' lks, and s-rt csted thiat if they could be.
got into tit-! wntOr, theyr would alrrd thie mea is of specdily corislrt1gtinZ a
hidgre from thle northhlan!; In the is'tland. rii} snrgresrionr as.i adopted;
Gener'll ;hlici. mid his stl;at accOmpzilied. bV several of the. volmlteer 0o111
*cers, repaired 'to the islatid and while thev we- eoitigaged in rettino, the
Jogs alflo;i, iltd 1 tvith a partV of iltlel ellnrrrerd in .-.twiner them across by.
tie aid of ropels.,eard..rpidixyeuiteratedxclailuitious froml4 the mllen in
my rear-";nile lildians are.1con1itg'1:Heurinn l.lrt-rom the opposite
side. andu .slpponsinllg the Ilidians %were on the north banirk J co6iirenced, lbrtm
ing thc lin1e faciigy to tihte rear, in order to recclive them. Ini few Moments,.
however, hIImI dliilialis miiade tloerjl ppeari eL on: Ille opposite side, just above
tile crnsootigr platir. The posiutizi *uf the lite Was Ch1it' e(d 'it that point,
anid tihe Ihidi;is openedthe.i(ir fire upon tns across Ithe rit r: tIle lire was iii
medialeid rettitrted. anid theevt. d.: All tis occtirred before fgnu w~sfired
at thc rcda'rs.Thrilhv' had advanced he.Voiid the river smamrrip ahont a
quarter of a itie andt1rken n posiiolln in a Suiall piece of opei *rouid, sur.
*routiderj lv scrih aumd Iannirnock. which cottcealetd ih euiennv aud givethem
a dtvidedl aul vaiila'-e ill the cotiti'st.
tVh1.llife cointi e n ero.Otul thirty or lbotv of the voitm*

teers hard Cro'i'-cd the river, of WVhoim a larrc itiruiber " ere officers. .cSine
of the n had swimlil mru:, and, beimrgw mialle.. to carry their ulus with tihem,.
were ill' I def.nceless situation' uniil sitplilied from the opposite side. rhey
inarched holdly iii to the fight. and behaved with as mtriuc intrepidity as
any inlett ot that field. They forriedla line extetiding from the fiilr.lbanmIf
early to the left flaink of the regulars ; aind it wa.s oWxing to their position,
and the gallantry with which tIhey. foght, that the regulars were ilt sur-
rounded 'and cit otf by the enemy. Dirinig the fiolht the volunteers coti-
tined to cross as fast as possible and join in the nctiont. Many attempted
to swim line river, but in every instance, I believe, it was found impossible.
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to cross in that manner, without getting their arms wvet and their ammunition
destroyed. At one time I ordered the whole force to mount and charge the
river; bIt it was found impracticahle, from the cause just mentioned, and
the order Nv;!s countermanded. Sorne swam nearly over, carrying their
guins above the water, hllt, from exhaustion, vere compelled to drop diem.

After the lapse of trore than eighteetn months, it is not nly intendioll to
crive an official report of tho battle, or to cast reflections l pon any o01c, but
lo call yoLir attention to certaiin errors colitirmitted in your last anntuial report
to the Secretary of W\ar, a iid ask that justice may be done to tihe voltun-
luers otf Flonrida, so ni kindly atid so iiunjiistly nmisrepresenited. You have
said, of the fotir or five hundred volminteers wvho joined Geiieral Clinich,
with. the view of aidilli in sull)(lljur tlIe Indianis, only twventy-seove men
and three otlicers took 'art in the action ; " and voui have said, It why so
many rernrai ned out of thle action, is tlotexplaiied2.' If thle statement 1 have
a-Iie v giveti does not all'ord a su flicient explanation, permit ille to say, sir
cX )ressly a1(11d epli:itical I\T that the voIlulteers who Nvere not eniracd re.
;idted out of the action bcaixse tHwy totinid it utterly impossible toget into

it. A deep and rapid river separated hienm alike from the recrularsandI from
the enemy. 'Thie river had to be crosseni before they could participate in
thce fight: and. the only means provided klr crossing were a small raft,
fomndi toi)e of little service, atrid an Indian canoe. rlTe regtilar troops,
ahont twvo hundred and sixty in nuitnter, were four or five hours ill cross-
ingr. The volunteers, with the exception of some officers who c -,ssed with
the regulars, haid obtained possession of thle can-oe not more than thirty min.
lites before thle fighl corimmenced ; antd yet wihy so many of them remain-
ed out of the action isunexplained."

Withatn appearance of great accuracyyou state that" only twenty seven.
menand three officers of the Florida volunteers took part ill tlhe action."
In justice to the rallant officers and men under my command, I am bound
to correct this statement, which I am enabled to do front my owvn personal
observation. I crossed the river during the fight myself, and arrived on
the field just after the Indians retreated. Itwassoon decided that the po-
sition occupied by the regrutlars, in double file, in open grollnd, within point-
bldanki shot of adense hammock, with the right flank subject to be turned
by the enemny, could not be maiintained. rThe troops were accordingly
withdrawti into the river swamp. and formed in a curved line, with a de-
tachment of volunteers on the rigltt and left, resting on the river above arid
below the crossitng-place, securing our flanks, and presenting a front which
could not be broken. 'l he Indians soon renppeared, and raisedthe whoop
along the whole line, as if resolved to renew the attack ; but theyfound us

prepared at all points for the assault. To retire across the river in the
presence of the enemy was considered a difficult anrd hazardous undertaking.
(General Clinch and myself differedwith regard to the mode in which it
should be conducted. Hie proposed to move fromthe right flank,which
rested on the river very near the point at which we must cross; while I
recommended a. movement from the left flank, wvheeliing by files to the left,
and passing down the rear of the line to the crossingaplace, thus covering the'
mien as they retired by thosewvhio remained stationary. TI'he General themn,
asked who should conductthe nien across-lie or myself. lie was greatly,
exhausted from the fatigue of thefigrt. I tendered my services, andthey
were accepted; and he immediately after crossed the river, leaving the fate
of the army in my hands. More than two hours werespentinl constructing
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the bridge and recrossing ile horses to the north hank. I)urizr the whole
time, the Iridians, by their whoops, gave repeated indications, not only of
their presence, but of their intention to renew tile altack. At lenllih, havilng
the opposite baitk completely imnnied to cover the retiring lirle, and tihe
necessary preparations beinlfinished, just before sunset tile line commenced
retiring. Alajor B3ailey, at the head of about forty volmteers, with a firml-
ness and de-liberalion whiichl would have done honor to tile hardiest veterans,
led thle way, followed by the regri!ar battalion ; and ile rear vas l)rollgllt up
by Lieutenant Colonel Mlills with a conimand of fr/ly one ail-bnteers. Tile
sucCess of tile mlJOV(tnielnt depended oIn the coolinss anJd firlminess Nvith which
it was executed, and a better speci men of deliberate cultrage was never ex-
luibited oil ally occasion. Colonel Mills was tihe last to croLs. atid belbre
lie left tile b;tikle tlie Indians rushed down on llt Ii oppol:ite side. You Wvill
thus perceive, si i, the injuislice donle tlhe voltillteels b)V sayinr thlat "(Illy
twenty-seven of the trieri took pairt ill tile battle."

l~t tile zilljustice dlone tile offi(ers is still more apparent. You lhave
stated (on whiat autlioritv I know not) thalt btit three of thieto participated
in the eng.,igernent. Justice deurman(ls not only that this Chlarge should be
repelled, but' that the I;names of those brave and patriotic officers who fobulit
so grallantly Onl that occasion should he recorded. Three of thIml. Colonel
WVarren, Colonel Read, and Major Cooper, were wvotitndcd-thle first and tile
last dangerously. (Colonel Parkhtill, Li(!etenaint Colonel Mills, Major L'3;i!ey,
Major WelfOrd , M\I.ajor Ganible, Captain Fisher, Captain Parish, Captain
Ross, Licutenant tlntiiter, Lieuttenant Stew.-art, ,ietitcnallnt Vilder, [ieutenialit
Dell, Lieutenant Floyd, Lieutenant Chaires, and others whose namries are
not now recollected, crossed the river before or during the action, anrd were
among the foremost and bravest in thle coiilict.

I have yet to mention another important service performed by thle voltin-
leers on that occasion, which saved the regulars from havoc anid slaughter.
It was by tienm, tinder thle superintendence of Captain Wyatt, of Middle
Plorida, that thle bridge ot logs was constructed, wvlhichi enabled the troops
to retire wvith safety in thie presence of the eneny. Had there been no
other means of recrossing provided but the canoe, no one will pretend to
say that the movement could have been performed without great loss.

I am not disposed to disparagre [lie merit of the officers and soldiers of thle
regular army. They fotight bravely, and sustained themselves nobly. Butt I
will not permit unjust reflections to be cast tipon thle volunteers of Florida.
I trust, sir, the day nmay never come when, to sustain the famne of your
army, it shall be necessary to detract from the services and merits of thle
patriotic but tindisciphliied citizens, whIjo} mnay volunteer their aid to thle
country in the hour of peril atid necessity.
You have further observed, sir. " had the same zeal and braverv been

displayed by the whole force as was evinced by the regular troops. tiere is
but little (lolibt that tile wvar would lihtae been terriminaled with thte battle of
the Withilacoochic." I have endeavored to show, sir, that there was no (0e-
ficiency of eithier zeal or bravery amiong tile voluileer officers or men on
that occasion. I lave shown, arid am able to prove to the world, that the
greater number of illen " remained out of the aIction" because they could
riot cross the river to p)articipate ill it. I have shown thut they did all that
Cotild be done by troops inl their situations. After so nialny unsuccessful at-
tenilts to sul)dtie the lyIdians-after the failure of three of your most distiti-
guished mpjor generals to accomplish that object--tafter the tuiited but utl-
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successful efforts of your army, and the best troops of the patriotic States,
which have engaged in the wvar during a period of more than eighteen
mouths-it is for you to say whether you do not owe it to yourself, to the
arnmy, and to the volunteers of Florida, to retract the assertion that less than
four hundred undisciplined volunteers from Florida could, in one day, have
accomplished that which has baffled the whole power of the Government
for almost two years, and disappointed the expectations of the best generals
in our service. There was one event known to you at the time you made
your report to the Secretary of War, which should have saved you from
the commission of this error, and saved the volunteers from the unjust re-
proach which has been cast upon them. You were fully apprised that the
veteran and grallant General Gaines, wvith an army of about twelve hundred
regulars and volunteers, of undoubted zeal and bravery, soon after met the
same enemy on almost the same ground; that they surrounded hi-n in a
fortified encampment, and fought with unabated fury; and were met with
distin!Zuislhed courage and fortitude for five days and nights ; anid that
(General Gaines- was finally relieved by General Clinch, who marched to
his assistance with five htiiidred men, many of whom were the same Flor-
ida volunteers whom vou have treated with so much injustice in your of-
ficial report. With a knowledge of these facts, your remarks must be con-
sidered gratuitous and most extraordinary by every impartial observer.

I have endeavored to lay before you, sir, a statement of the circumstances
under which the expedition was undertaken, and of such incidents con-
necled with the battle of the Withlacoochie as will enable you to repair the
injury you have done to the brave and patriotic volunteers of Florida. I
trust. sir, that redress will be as ample as the injury has been iinmerited.
Truth, justice, and the mnagnanimity of the commander in-chiefof the army,
all conspire to demand it.

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
R. K. CALL.l.

Major General MACOMB
(Jominander-in-chief of the army of the United States.

TALLAHASSFE, August 23, 1837.
Stit: A number of gentlemen in Kentucky are desirous of raising a bri-

gade of mounted volunteers, for --i months, to serve in the next campaign
agtunst the Seminole Indians; and application has been made to me to re-
ceive them and to command them in person. If not inconsistent with the
views of the department, I should be gratified to receive authority for that
purpose. This corps would be composed of the pride and chivalry of the
State, and I doubt tnot would render most important services.

Should thd Government approve of the measure, I have to request that I
may be immediately advised of its determination ; and, in order to sav.
time, I have to request further, that a copy of the letter of advice to me may,
be forwarded to Colonel James P. Walker, Russellville, Kentucky.

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
R. K. CALL.

lion. J. R. POINSETT,
Scrctary of War.
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TALLAHASSEE, Sepltember 26, 1837.

SiR: Hnavinfr corresponded with the Paymaster General for the last siX
months, without producing tle desired effect, I anm now under the neces-
sity of addressing you ott the stibieCt of the unsatistied claims against the
Pity D)epartmeut 'ill Middle aud e sst Florida.
There are miany coitipat ies, both n iliia a tid voltuinteers, wh ichi entered

the service more thbait twelve inotiths since, and, notwithstalnling my re-
peated awidlIrzentt sot iitaitious to the Payrria;ster (eneral, Ihave not vet been
paid. I i addition to these, a collsidetr bY! force has been enmployed, at dif-
ferenit timessffinco the ]st ot' F'eritaiv In1,ist, tIIIttjti!T onit thett figritilte
(Creeks. alnd inl d(eendini.z the &rontier fLoin thio invasion of the 8ermiitoles
all of WilonIIalre yet 1t11mi(d. 'Ihlis is al rrtev'iltc which has justly occasion-
ed much coniplitaint: and I have tierefore r'trzirestly, hut respectfilly, to re-
quest that a t'ityimsfer miay b)e, ordered Avitholit (delay to Iroceed IStis
place amid pay oil all ilhe clailiis agatii4ittiht deptartrient.

I have the honor to be, very restficetilivy vont obedient servant,
B. Ii. CALL.

li1on. .1. It. PoxINrE: ',
iNucretary of Wa'rii'.

,rAL~LAllIASSEB, OCdobff 1 4, 18sx
Si11 : Althoulgh I have not had tile honor of receiving an answer to mny

letter of August ]lIst, o01 tile subject of the order suspending the issue of pro.
viskonis to tie suferirnig inhatbitanis of Florid.. alier the 1st day of October,
yet I presume somtte nodificatioii of that order lhas taken place by the ill-
structions of tIme Departmient of XVar.

I have received a letter fromNJMajor Jones, the quartermaster stationed on
the Suwanee froniieriront Which thle folloWvinD is an extract

"I presume your excellemicy has beemi furnished -.vith a copy of the See-
retitry of War s instructions, extending thle issue of rations to the sufFerinc
inhabitants after thle 1st of' October in many cases, particularly to thre mnem-
bers Of fNliics uztder fburtetil vyears, of those in service, and indigent
Persons, &c."

So far its it relates to Ea~t Florida, it was not necessary that 1 should have
been furnished with a *copy of those instructions, as General Jesup will, no
doubt, with great promptness, cause them to be execured for thle relief'of the
inhabitants of timart section of country. Blat in West Florida, at a point too
remote to receive the necessary attention froin General Jestip, there are two
counties (those of Wtshiugton arid WValton) which I advised you, inl my
former letters on the subject, were invaded in February last by tile fugitive
CreeJ.Ilndians, and the inhabitants have been exposed to as mjuch danger,
and have suffered as much in the loss of life anid property, as those on the
eastern frontier. 'T'he population is sparse, and in indigent circumstances,
having no other means of living butt those afforded by their stock of cattle
and the product of their small plantations. The greater nUrnber of those
-capable of bearing arrns have been engaged in offensive or defensive ope-
rations against the Indians since their first appearance in the country, anrd
are still so engnged ; for, although a nuimbher of prisoners have been taken,
zand many warriors have been killed ia thle numerous skirmishes which
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have taken place, bands of the enemy still continue to infest the country,
and keep the inhabitants in a state of danger and alarm. The people have
been unable to cultivate their lands; hence they have made no crops, and
are destitute of bread, and their cattle have been greatly destroyed by the
Indians. Those who have been engaged in the service for the last nine
months hlave not received a cent of pay, arid, from the extreme necessity pro.
duced by the order suspending the issuecof supplies after the 1st October,
they are compelled to sell their claims against the Government for the pay
so longf due them, at any discount which the extortionate may demand, in
order to buy bread for their families. Even this resource is rendered less
available from the circumstance that there are no provisions to sell in that
part of the country, and they are compelled to procure them from a distance.
This state of things, sir, cannot long b)e endured ; and if they are not sup-
ported by tile Government to some extent, until they can make a crop, they
must abandon the country to the enemy. Hulimainity requires that they
should be informed of their fate as early Is possible, to avoid a protraction
of their sufferinsrs bV remaining in their present situation without the hope
of relief. I have to request, sir, that I may be immediately advised of the
determination of the Government on this important sUbject. Presuming,
from the letter of Major Jones, above referred to, that sonie relief has been
ordered by the department, I have, on my owil responsibility, ordered the
quartermaster generall of the Florida militia, as a temporary relief to the
sufferers, to issue prOViSiOns to sulchI persons is are designated in the extract
from the letter of Major Jones. 1 hope this m1eaCsur1e mwV meet with your ap-
probation ; but, if riot, I shall meet the responsibility I have incurred with-
out regret, as it was assumed in the cause of' humanity.

I am, sir, very respectfully', your obedientservant,
R. K. CALL.

lIon]. J. 1{. POINSETT,
Secretary o!f Var.

TALL, iAHASSE E, October 27, 1837.
SIR: I have the honor to acknowvled(ge the receipt of your letter of the

13th instant, with its accompanying documents.
I regret very muncih indeed, sir, to be under the necessity of giving you

further trouble with regard to the non payment of the Florida troops ; but
it is a duty I owe to themt and to myself; to place the subject before you in
its proper light, entertaining no doubt you will cause justice to be done
whenever yoLL are correctly informed.
The information given you by the Paymaster General, so far from giving

the intelligence you require, is calculated to produce the most erroneous
conclusion. Why he didl not furnish you with copies of that part of my
correspondence with him which was necessary to enable you to under-
stand the subject correctly, I will not pretend to say but as lie has failed
to do so, I beg leave respectfully to refer you to the enclosed copies of my
letters to him, dated the 26th July and 21st of August, to which I invite
your particular attention. It was not until I had failed to receive an answer
to the last, that I troubled you with the subject in my letter of the 26th
ultimo. These copies will furnish you, at least in part, with the information
you sought to obtain from the Paymaster General. They will inform you



that the troops in question were ordered into service by me for the defence
of the frontier; they will shoow the necessity which existed for the order
they will explain (lie reason wvhy the troops were Hlot regularly mustered
and they exhibit in its trUe light the conduct of paymaster Forsyth, wvlo is
perhaps most to be censured for die delay which has taken place ini the
paymnent of the Florida troops. With regard to the necessity of sending
the muster rolls to Washinaton before the troops arc paid, as I conceive
there is no doubtful point involved in the case, I had considered this for-
rnality waived by thle letter of the Paymaster General, dated thle Sth of July,
of which tihe following is an extract: "If there are no doubuful points to
be settled by tlme accounting officers, as you seeni to think, tile payment can
be made on the rolls retained : but if there are, it will certainly save time to
have the rolls placed in their hands as soQn as practicable." I am advised
of no doubtful point in the ease. I will, however, for your' information,
state the facts; and if there should be, I will, as hlr as practicable, conform
to the rules ol thle department. All tile troops il (luestioll were ordered
into service, by me as the Governor of the Territory, and they have served
either in the canmpaignll aalinst the Indians, or in defending the frontier
against invasion. Under the laws of the TIemrritorIv, as well as those of the
lUjnited States, I am fully authorized to aive stch orders. The frontier of
Middle Florida has beemi harassed and annoyed by t[le Seninole Indians
duri g the whole wvar, and two counties of XVest Florida have been invaded
b)y tile; fuitive Creeks since February last. For neither of those districts
has Clencral Jesup been able to give the necessary protection, and I have
been compelled to deftrid themi with. troops levied for that purpose. Not
havingJ had any regular officer under my command, I hnave been unable to
have the companies regrldarly mustered. I have frequenltly applied to
General Jesup for an officer Lo perform this duty, and lie has as often
promised to senld one, but, owing to tile want of officers, lie ilas been unable
to do so. I hope, however, by the time the paymnster arrives, this duty
will have been performed. Hitherto I know it has not been necessary to
sellnd the muster rolls to the Paymaster General before tile troops were paid.
I speak with confidence oll the subject, because I know it has not been the
practice. Thc troops that cntered the service last wvinter, both iii East and
Middle Florida, were ordered out by me. In the east they have been
promptly paid ; while in tle middle district, with the exception of Myrickl's
and 1.vans's companies, none have been paid for more than twelve months.
Many who arc poor have suffered by tIle delay, and not a few have sold
their claims, from necessity, for wvhatever they could get. Every mIming in
my power has been done to procure the payment of these troops, hut without
effect. I have now placed you in possession of all the facts, and I respect-
fully ask of you the application of the proper remedy to correct the evil
complained of.

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
R. K. CALL.

Hon. J. It. POINSETT,
Secretary of War.

TALLAAHASSEE, December 11, 1837.
Sin: Paymaster Mapes, of the United States army, has arrived at this

pluce for the purpose of paying the troops of Middle and West Florida.
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He has fuirnished me with an extract from the instructions of the Pavmastcr
General, from which he informs me he feels mich emnbarrassmenit in pro-
ceeditgr wit'i the duties required of himi. 'h'le followiina is tle extract re-
fcrred to: - ('are should be taken that none I)ut volintecrs anid militia
called out by proper authority from tile Government of tile Uitiled States,
and duly mustered in and out of service. be paid by you." The Paymaster
General was fully inifornmed )y inc that all thle troops of Middle and West
Florida, entitled to pay, were ordered intio service by me, as the Executive
of tie Territory. If there is to he a distinction taken between my authority
in ordering out the militia, for the defence of the frontier, ansd the "' proper
authority from the Government of the United States," aned tone are to be
paid hut such as have beeni ordered into service by the latter authority,
then the Paymaster General has sent his subordinate officer oln an idle inis-
SiOl. rhere appears, also, to he some difficulty about the iliuster of the
mein in and out of service. The Ruymaster General has been informed
thit, with few exceptions, these troops entered the service without being
mustered in, and wore dischargred without being ministered out, because
there wats no regrUlaLr officer under my command to perform that (diuty. It
is now prolposed to remedy this irreguilarity, as has been often done in this
Terlritory and elsewvhiere, by a niuster of thie men, although somlie of then
have been dischargred more thaln twelve inonthis. When this is done, the
paymaster, may not consider thema as having been " duly miuistered," hult it is
the only muster which can ever take place; and if it should be deemed insuif-
ficient, I wishl to he informncl, in order that an early application may be
inade to Congress for redress. But I hope, sir, this may not be necessary
and I have thme utmost confidence in the belief that you will order to be done
that wviichm, from the nature of tile case, you may believe to be just and
proper. I have to request, sir, that such an order may be given, that the
paymaster arid the musterin(r officer, (Lieutenant Vinton,ol the United States
army,) may be enabled, without delay, to perform the duty assigned them.

1 have the honor to be, very respectdully, your obedient servant,
R. K. CALL.

Ilon. J. R. Po lNSETT,
Necrelary of War.

TALLAIHASSEE:, January 17, 18:38.
SIR: I have the honor to acknowledge tile receipt of your letter ofthe 30th

ultimo, accompaniied with a report. of tile Paymaster General on the subject
of the pay due fromt the Unitcd States to the militia and volunteers of Mid-
dle and West Florida. 1 regret exceedingly to find, sir, that further and
unexpected delay hals been produced in the payment of these troops. My
letters to the Paymaster (.encral, of the 25th of July and 21st of August,
must have informed him that the troops in question were ordered into
service by me; and the same information was expressly anid distinctly com-
inunicated to you in my letter of the 271h of October. In reply to that let-
ter, on the 1W'th day of November, you informed me that a paymaster had
been ordered to Florida for the purpose of paying all troops legally entitled
to compensation from the United States, and observed, "I trust your excel-
lency will experience no further difficulty upon the subject."' On receiving
that letter, 1 had a right to suppose that no further embarrassment would
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be presentedl. I was, therefore, grcatly surprised, on the arrival of the pay-
master, to find him fettered hy the instrictions of tlhe Paymnaster General ill
such a ainttier as to prevent hiim from perfortinthev evry duties you had
advised me he hiad been sent to Florida to discharge.

Oil thfle II tOf l)ecemhner I addressed you on the subject of these inistruc-
tions, and atl InowV in forced b)V your aiiswer, dated onl tile 31hti ultimo, that,
from tile iiformnationi ,ow ill the possession of tile department, it appears
that Ilte troops, whose pavilteult I seek to *l'ect, were called out Ily mIe Slb)-
seqillentIV to tile period wvhert I ceased to co untinad thlc arn v ill Florida
1''full cxplainatioti of tile necessity afnd tinaninr of' calling dthese troops into
thle service is, lierefore, necessary ; anIdt Ithis will he imlnmediately asked of
General Jesip." 'I'this opi iion, so eiiirel V at varmince withi that contained
in your letter of tlhe 16th of Novenibrr, in wviiichi yotu informn nle thlt a pay.
master h3ad beeit ordered to F'lorida witlh instritetionis to pay all troops
lcgal y en lid(Id, &C., Iljt( tIltat y.llt riisted I wotl d1' liavye no fittither diflif-
c1iity onl t Ie sillt1ct.''" alpeLrs to livae e),e flI)rinmed ont ile report of tile Pay-
master etlral, coniainillu all extiract fromI mlly letter to you of thte >S7tli of
(October, whi'hm ,tilyouhd prevyowildy a tiswered i tlhe moist satlisfiictory tnril-
ncr. It is soniewhItat reama kicbe, sir, tItat tie in foritnation cot uaiaied in t I at
letter, \%henri read by youj, atd wheni extracted by the- Paymanster General,
sh110 11 pd a ro(d u ced st chI oplplosite antd (ontt dictory resil ts. 'I'lIe
Inn1I a-'re in WiIVI Ic Iadd dressed It vsel f WaS too plait) and coinprellett-
sive to aldit of doubt. It statit'lil eXpr(eSs terms, thlat those troolos hlad
been olderei. itlto services by tie ; atd wlieni yot rendtly1N letter, yoti a tt t
have ttd-r-t(,od iny ninea:inZ a;s perfectly as von did %x jiet vot read tlh
extract 'lomi il. firnishied by tle P Ivmaster Gutute rl. And (Vel. after receiV-
jngr tlhe exintrct. violsay,1 fromtl ttIti)wit\ti (posscisioin of'thledepart-
ment, it appears;, &:c.; as tildllil tNhe iiil.ritia lion ald not hveen iii your pos.
session lfb re that tirie. 'i his fitritishes addti)tnjal proof of th( little attell-
tion wvilih has heti paid to tlle re1peatt d so!ihel:atiotis I hlave pretsetited lo
vOlt antdf tufe fltay:ttaier Genierail for tll(! paylelit of these troops ill imy col..
respoidettee. emtinieticitlz onl tlte 9h1 dIaV of MIly last, and cotifillted Ililill
the presetit fiite.

Permit tlle to offir a remark oti that part of your letter in wliicll you
say that. youl will ask of C.etieral Je~ui Hlill expliiatlion of the itecessitv wlhicil
existed for Ittv oC)rder zig hese troops iii to service. I eintertitti for CGeneral
Jesilp lie IiJihijest respect, arid tilebest relaltiotis litre sit bsisted 1bet ween tis
during tle wiole period of his co!Mituatld ill Florida; lint. sir. so 101ugr as i
arn charged with tile executive authority of Florilda-so lonT as dhet laws
of this Territory require rine in cases of itilvasiol or insurrecuion, to order
out tile militia-so lotig as thictarny finils to give thle necessary protection,
and our citizens are niturdered itt their mvii d\welliitgs yV thle savltes, whicIL
has frequently beezi the case tinder your adrtinitistrationl of tlie War Depart-
ment-I shiall inot hesitate to perform lmly dutye, by orderLigfr the militiu ilnto
service. And 1 shall never, in silch cases, wvait to cotusult tile cointinander
of your arirry, at the distance of two or titree hfiindred tlniles fromt lhje scetie
where the troops nre required, before I order theii into service to save the
frontier frorn destrttctiont.
My letters to you, to Geretral Jesup, and to the Pyvmaster General, have

shown the existence of the llecessity tinder which tiese troops were ordered
into service. Ili my letter to [he Payinaster General, dated 251h of July last,
when urgitig the payment of these troops, I observed, " that Middle Florida,
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with a frontier of more than two hundred milez, has defended herself du-
ring the whole wvar, and, witIh the exception of a few imonlhs last summer,
(1836,) thlre has scarcely beezi a regilfar soldier encamped within her lim-
its." On the 2Sst of August 1 addressed hirml agail o llhie sameresubJect, and
observed, "1 Ihave beell compelled to defend M~iddle Florida against the ray-
a(es of the Senijioles, and West Florida ngailtst tIle IfiluliVe Creeks, with-
otit the aid of the Coverninet ; not havinfr eveti so iticli as at regu hir officer
to Muster the meii illto service." (.!opi(s ofeach of iliese 1eturs wcre for-
warded to you ill October last. On1 tie 23d ol Auurist 1 addressed you iin
the following ternis: "You are aware that thte Ifuitive Creek Illdians, for
the last six mou1tils, have grreatly harassed and destroyed at ieiber of the
settlemetits in West Florida. Maty of tihe inbIialaitan ts have been dri venl
from their lionies, wviti the entire loss of tlieir mile.aiis of situbsistence ; and, to
relieve their distress, I have ordered siipplies to be finri ished them, under
the resolution of Congress and the regulations of the WVar )Department. It
was necessary for Inc to assume this respollsibilitv, oijto the distance of
the scene frorm lile operations of General Jesitp itt E.a:it Florida, aand Ihis con-
sequent inability to attend to it. rile local iitii a 1,LV(!i ((I Conlstatliit till-
cler arias, and a nl inber of skirmishes have fallen place with the I aidiatis,
in which the latter have ;tlsvavs been rou ted ; liit. as ilhe conaintry affords
convelnieit hiding plac(s in evoer n1eigrhiborhood, it is tiot yet relieved Ifrorn
tiiese tronublesomie visiters, atnd tile pieoplue are mitial ile to retiirir iii safety to
tl:lir Io tiie .'.IItost. every ulln h of tIhtat poptilatiofit c~ipamle of bearigllr arms
is ill the service of tile United States, eingraged in suerchingo fir and dri v-
ill° out the Indianis."

(Jin the 14tII of October, tant havingm received all answer to thie letter of
which the foregoitij- is an extract, I wrote ot1 aain otl tile sam1Ce silibject,
and then stated I'Il\tWest Florida, at at point too renmale to recuivye til:e tie-
cessary attetiotm from11 ( ci teral Jesut p, t here ;re two ictlilties (1I use of WVashl-
ingtonj and Waltoi) wvitichi I advised youl, it my lbr`er 1 tlettrs on thie subject,
were invaded iii Febrii;ry list by the fugitive Creek Itdiat:is, anid tihe in-
habitants have been exposed to as much danger, and have suffered as muckl
in thle loss of life atd property, as those: otl the eastern frotit er. The popti-
lat ion is sparse, antd get er;mlly inl inidigen t circumstances ; ha vimg nio other
means of living lbut tiose afforded by their stock of cattle an(n the product
of their small plantations. The greater number of those capable of bearing
arms have beevi engaged in offensive or defibmsive operations against the
Indians since their first appearance ini tile country, and are still so engragred
for, although a number of prisoners have lbeemi taken, alid many warriors
have been killed in thel numerous skirmishles which have taken place,
bbands of tle enemy still continue to infest the country, and keep the inhab-
itatits in a state of danrer and alarni. Thlie people have been unable to cul-
tivate their lands ; letice they have made no crops, amid are destitute of
bread, arid their cattle have ljbeel greatly destroyed by tile Idiants. l'hose
vho have been etnriged ill the service for the last niine mouths have not re-

ceived a cent of pay anid, fromTi ttme extreme necessity produced by thie order
suspending the issue of supplies after the Ist of October, they are compelled
to sell their claims against the Government for thle pay so long due them, at
aniy discount which ihe'extortiottate may demand, in order to buy bread for
their families." 'Il'he information thus communicated to you ougit, I should
have supposed, to have satisfied you of the necessity which required me to
order troops illtO service. If it was not sufficiently explicit, official courtesy
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at least required that further explanation should have been asked of me, ill.
stead of applying to General Jesup, wlho lias at all tirlmes beell too far re.
mnove(l froin tie frontier of Aliddlo and WVest Florida to give tile informa-
tion required, even if it were proper to cotIsnit hui with regard to tire mjan-
ncr ill wvinch mny duties have beeni performed. I lhave felt no disposition to
interfere with the nilitarv arralngementS of the Governnrient ; arid if the ne-
cessary protection were alloided to tile frontier, I should not order men into
service.

If I hlave Violated tile trust and confidence reposed in mle by the Presi-
dent of the Un ited States-if I have ordered troops imllroperly and unte-
cessarily into service--l am responsible to hiim, onl lmly Commission. But I
cannot believe that he, or that tionlrress, will deity to the men who have
served under my orders, in defetditnig the frontier from massacre, tile coni-
pensation to wvilich they are justly entitled. After I was relieved froin the
comrninind of tle army, I ordered a, stronr force ilto service in East and
Middle Florida for the protection of thie frontier. 'I'liat tie tneastire wvas
necessary aind proper, was fully proven by the fact, that, subsequetit to tire
date of the order, a niruniber of persons, aind, ill sone instatices, whole firmii-
lies, were miurdered by the savages. Iln my letter ol tihe 27tti of October 1
inforined yoti that the troops of-East Florida ordered into service at that
tini e were promriptly paid, wvit hout tile forilal itV of sendilng tile nmuster-rolls
to tilm lPayinaster General before payment. while those ill middlee Florida
are stillti.paid. That letter wasrIelrred by vou to tile Paymaster General;
aind ill his report onil it, dated tile 2Sth of )eceniber, 1837, lie says "I have
110 knowledge of airy troops serving uit ider precisely the same circulmstalnces
that have been paid, except those provided for in tihe second section of the
act of IAlay 2Sthi, 1836." It was certaitily trot very conirteous, when I had
stated the fact, for tile Paymaster General, after quoting my langriage in
his report, to say )le hidnlo knowledge of such a case ; for, if lie did not
kirow it before, my letter must have inifortned lim ; atid if he wvas not satis-
fied with its accuracy, he had the means of applying anr unerritg test-the
ninister-rolls ot wvhichl thle East Florida troops were paid. Onermoment's
rcfletion, sir, would have convinced both you arnd the P;aymaster General
that the1 troops ordered into service by me durimtg the last winter could not
have been patid nder the second section of tihe act of the 2tSh of May. 1S36,
lbr the verve reason stated by the Paymnaster C;eneral whreni speaking of the
paymnent of the trool)s ill Mliddle and West Florida, because the provisions
of that act were retrospective, lut, sir, they were paid under the provi-
sions of the act of tihe 1 9th of March, 1836. wvhnich are just as applicable to
the troops of Middle and West Florida as to those of tlie East. That act is
both prospective atrd retrospective. It enrinraces in its prospective operation
all volunteer or militia corps which have L'eCI in the service of the United
States since its passage, no matter by wlhioin or(Iered into service ; and is
confined in its retrospective operation (provided for in tIre sixth sections) to
those troops only which were ordered into service by the commanding
general or Goverrrors of States and of the Territory of' F'orida. under au-
thority of tire War Department. I do not, therefore. perceive the propriety
of '!ie remark contained in your letter of the 30th instant, ini which you
say: " The appropriation lawv, which provides the otily funds out of which
a pavrnenrt of this kind could be made, restricts the application of the money
to such troops only as have been called out by the commanding general in
Florida, or under the express authority of the President of thle United
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States." And if your construction of the law be correct, why call on Get,
eral Jesup, or any other person, for a full explanation of the necessity and
manner of' calling these troops into service? for.nn. matter however dire
mray havelc eell te necessity, or however Ininciiict s the formalitywith
which they were raised, notleavinghia d that' express autloriUy fromn the
President of theUijited States,"th'e troops ordered into service bymine, sub.
se(quient totv being relieved i commniand of the army, could not be paid

ithiont further legrisarioll on thleslil)jet. lBnt,wvith due respect for your

OpiNion,perm-1itm1etosay that Ilined no such restriction intlme law ; nor do
I believe that Congrress, with a trte knowledge of the situation of thisTer-
rituryI;Or the last two years,would haveincorl)orated such a provisionin
its enactments. 'I'lie Executive of tle Territory, as the comtant der-in,-
chlief oltlie militi,lhas, and fromnecessity musthalve, autlioriy to call
trool)s into service, at his discretion, to defend the frontier settlements when-
ever they are iii danirer. This is anauthority which has alwvays been ex-
ercised, amid has miever been deniedto anyrTerritorial Governor of the
UJninted States. Mind Ibelieve the present is the first and only instancein
which alloahjoction has been made to paying troops thus ordered into ser-
vice. Should I now"lihil, after this fill explanationn" as I have hitherto
doneill lly applications to you fortile payment of the troops in question, I
shall lose no timne in addressitn- myself to another and a higher tribunal
and Islhall motceaseill inyellbrts until I haive procured fortlhe volunteers
alndiniitia of' Floria the conpl)ensatio to which they are justly entitlcd
for their valuable services.

Ihlave at this timie ntear two himmnalred men in service, employed in pro-
tectilig time frontier ainstthe Seminoles,in pursuintg tle Greek Indians,

and ii guarding the prisoners theyha;ve captured-aboutliinety ii number
and I have tliis mornoing~been infkhrnied by express, that, during the last
,g1lit, the Indians,Withii twenty miles of this place, attacked three different
fatmnilies, each of which lost some of itsmembers, with the destruction of
their houses and ether property. Enclosed is a copy of a letter I received
oJ this stibject about daylight this morning.

rT'roopsare already on their march in pursuit of the savages. They
bave beenipromptly and hastily assembled; Ihavenot waited to have them
r're'llJarly /nst.lercdinfto service ;" I have notwaited to constilt General
Jesiip, att le dis4ince of three hutudred miles but, acting on miy own re-
sponisi)ility, I have ordered out additional troops to protect the helpless
women and children from tdle inidnighit ravages of a savage ellemv. Al-
thougrih vou nav thereafter call out General Jesup for a "full explcanatioa
of th/e necessity and man-ner" of calling these troops into service, I can-
niot, at the presemit crisis, pause in the discharge of may dutry to observe that
formality. When helpless females and lisping inflimits are perishin(g in the
flaimes of their own dwellings, (dity requires of me prompt and decisive
action ; all(n God andyIll country will, 1 trust, sustain ime in (tie course I
have putrstued.

I have the hlonor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
R. K. CALL.

Hon. J. R. POINSETT,
Secretary of W1ar.
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TALLAIIASSEF, Mlay 12, 1838.
SIR : I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the

26th tiltimo, in whicil you inform me of the measures recently adopted by
the War Departmcnt for the defence of Ihe frontier of Middle Plorida. It
will aflbrd me great pleasure to comply wvitli thc directions of the President
to furnish such militia forec as may be required lby the officer placed ill
command of the frontier, for the protection of its inhabitants. This I
have ever done, on the reqluisition of General Jcstip; and I should do
injustice to that valiable officer were I not to ackriowledcre the zealous
efforts he this at ail times made (with the menus lie possessed) to defend our
citizens from the attacks of the enemy. At iny request, he recently ordered
to St. Mark's six companies of the (ithi reainient. of inflintry, which are
nioW on (luty in Nli~lddle Florida. rT'his toree is principally employed
against the (,reek Indians, who, after having surrenderedCi] d agrrecd tpoit
iaday for their embarcation for tlie vest, suddenly abandoned their camp
at niglit, anl:d fled precipitately, leaving most of their baggage behind thelm.
T1h ey were niominialy in charge of a guard of tem tilen, xvilici was all the
force I had to control theem. About thirty of tile wormie anld children still
remain in c;amp). and appear to i)e perfectly satisfied. They inform Ine
thxat tile others were induced to fly, frollan apprehension cleated by sone
,desitrtaiuigr white men that it wvas my intention to destroy tlie men, and
confine tfle wotme in ehliains. The chliet, at his depariuire. avowed his
determination to malkei his wav to the Semirioles aand thev retreated in
t[iat (direr linol. 'lti theIiecessa ry pre parationis have beeii inmade to intercept
then. and I entertain hopes that they miay be captured or destroyed.
Their flight created gTreat apprehension among the nicih.iboriag inhtabitauts,
and I was under time necessity of ordering out a portion of (lie militia for
their protection. They were all dischar'-ed, however, ill a ebw days, with
the exception of twvo detachments, whiclire still in service. One of then
is emlployed ili guarding, the ptass in tile 0()eklocliney river, to prevent the
escape of time Creeks to the east ; and the other it griluarding the prisotiers,
and in prenvetilig ailn itercoIIse hetwveen the Creelks and thc Apalachicola
Indians, some ofL.hom fled with the Creeks. 'l'iey aire without an agent,
nnd, findings thiunin greatly excited, I deemed it most prudent to receive a
few of the wvarriors into service, withia small detachment of white men,
whom I placed there to give confidence to the timid and restrain the
vicious. I adopted this course after a personal examination of the situation
of these Indians, and from a conviction of its necessity; there being no officer
or troops of the Government micar enough to produce any effect in that
quarter. I hope ilte meastire will be approved by the department.

1 an, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
R. K. CALL.

Captain S. COOPE:R,
Acting Necretary of 11'ar.

TALLAHASSEE, M1ay 20, lS3S.
SIR: I have the honor to enclose you, herewith, copies of letters which

I have just received from lmnily highly resrectable citizens of West Florida,
informing me of the re-appearance of the itdians in that quarter. Whether
they are a part of those who lately escaped from the Apalachicola river, or
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whether it is a different party, which has more recently arrived from Aln-
bama, I am unable to decide. But I amn disposed to believe they are of the
latter, as thle formere ere traced, inl the opposite direction, as far east as thle

l)locklokey riv er,rivei t ighborhood oftvhieli it is believed they stillare.
Yon wviil perceive, from-ithee enclosed docitimnetts, thattheeappepaarance of.11
enemyy ii[ ~ t at sparsely popult ated d istrict 1) rSe to

111,1tl im X .itel
*iof r thepe~op~lel ainl th tsthey, as lat isartiral they should do, have called

MnI lie Execiivefier)rProtcli on. Th'lie laws o)f'tt C torrriloro , i ,iclh cases,

hav v madeit my dlv to orderwtit the uiiiil iiafo br their def''llev. tilsditty
Ihave hiittheirto peri tOrn ied wiiei'erthlie occasion has reqjiiredit; and,

ilotwiithisla zidll- tite e ha riassinentve11t hiIIasresulsti ted to;ii i and t le troops

I have employed, by thed, lay of the Govern inr' ilpin yliyn theo forscr-
vlies renderediiidermv y orders, I shotild not nowh esi tate i prsuingntehe

:;*ie coUrSl'eI it' I ha1jd liineans ofsilppl% illh thenill vitIIIf'rae and provis-

MIS. But it is I fi d impossible. 'hlat section ofcountry xvihici is threat-
eiied xvitiidanger was,dii r thle last, siin mer, overrunl)ytihe Creek In-
dan s. TI meinih!abitaitswve n tin al de tociitilvatetieir plantation s, and t he
comitry is, i collucliseti(co, destitute of' supplies. IShouldCall Onl thre as-

S iStalt qern1terCIastle oftheUiitcd States aniny at thuis place tofirl ishtihe
neessary articles, as lie hasdone heretofore onl allsimilar occasions for the
lastcigltueiim onthils ; but lie has recently informedrile he dccliies fini ish
inr allythingoiillmyre(lilisition for the Territorial troops notregull arly

muistered itO tliie service oftheUnliel ited States. 011 the occasion allldedto,
I tendered the connnanid of the troops I had raised to MajorD)earhorn,tile
senior officer oftheUnitedl States armv in Middle Florida. He declined
nccerpting of them, oli the ground thathe had no authority to do so. I there
requested him to ordertile assistant quartern)aster tofuirnish. themwvith the-
necessary supplies.'I'hishe also declined doing, for the same reason and
I have been compelled to purchase supplies for these troops onl my own

credit and that oftile Territory, while there is a United States quartermas-
ter and a public depot of stores within twventy miles of the place where they
are required. I amnxvare, sir, thatthe payment or non-payment for these
suipples by the Government mayhereafter be made a grand question ; but,
so long asimy private fortunewil enable me to save a single family from
destruction, it shall be freely expended. This, however, is too limited to
be of much avail and. in the case in which I am now called ozi for pro-
tection, when the whole resources of the country have been exhausted, I
regret that I call dono more than report the circuLmstances to the proper
department of tile Government.

I am,sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
R. K. CALL.

(Captain SA.MUEL, COOPER,
Actil- &Necretary of War.

Copies ofthle documents referred to in the letter of Governor -,'all of the
201/s May, 1838, addressed to the Acting Secretary of War.

SIR: A statement wvas made to us, the settlers of Holmes Valley and the
adjoining settlemnents at thle Choctawhiatchee river, by one of our neigh-
bors, named S. A. Posey, that when he wvas working in the field at Colonel
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Bryan's ferry, on the Choctawvhatchlee, on the 114th of May. as lic happened
to go do3wn to the ferry flat to drink, lhc saw, whenl lie rose from the
water, onl thc opposite side, a canoe comincr ouit of a cut-off that lends from
the (Choctawhiartchec river into a stagnant water called the Dead river.
Said carnot wVas occUpiCd by three Indians, two of whom were just ciop-
ping down onl their knlees to take ahini att himn. Seeing this, hIe jumped out
of the flat arid into a ditch in the sanie nionment, two of the savages fired
at him, anld, perhaps, btit the totteringr of the canoe saved Illis life. Both
missed lilin, Ih it one of theiin shot a rifle-I)all Ithrough Il is hat, and through a
silk hmandkirchi e' %vhilch happened to lbe in it. 1His poSition ii the ditch,
and the advanllcitlg, of tIme *aiioe, gave him now a fair chance to ulse his
rifle. Ile fircd, and saw one of the savagres drop doown in the canoe and,
IIs he (lid not se'e himll rise ny imore, lie thinks him to be killed. r1'lie
thirdlrdIdial tried to shoot hirn, but llis gun colitinmied sllappingv. Menn-
while lie 1haid loaded Ills griun ag,;ain. arid shot at tile second 1 idiaji ; but lie
is not sure wihthlier lie hit hirm or imot. D)uricri this time the savages were
goiIIrI)g(ba to tile cut ofl as f.ist as thley coIld but before they were out of
sihgit Ire sent another rifle ballI after tllem, and lie thinlks thlat he hit the
hiniderimmost of themii ini his 1hoUlders. He states frirther, that after they had
fired at liln, thiry shouted immediately in that horrible mantiner which is
so well lklnOWII aS a, Si(rln of' their ihostility anallt],eer that, all tile hialloing
lie heard was at Ithe time- tile first (gui fired again, which was answered by
two volleys (onI the other side of tIre river.

As we know thre said Posey to be an industrious man, whose fortune
depends on the crop he is trying to muxake in said field for the support of
his family; arid after scrupulously examining all the circumstances ; and,
finally, after tile certifying of this statement by his oath, we cannot blit
believe it to be true. Moreover, six Indians have leen seen a wveek ago
below the Cow-ford, and, for thle last two or three weeks, the gun-firingr of
thle Indians is heard almost every day by many of our neighbors. After
all this, we cannot but believe-nay, but to be finally convinced-that the
Indians are close to our settlniemnts, and that they have commenced open
hostility without tiny provocation from our side. Thus we see orir lives
and property again at jeopardy, and are urged by necessity to claim and
ask for that protection which the General Ciovernment promises to all its
citizens, and which Vou, (General, intlhe special govcrnmerit of this lerti-
tory, have so readily arid willingly bestowved whenever it was called for.
You well know, sir, that neither cowardice nor pusillanimity can be the
niotive of utir re(jirest, as we always were ready to follow your call. as well
in tihe campaign against the Seminole nation as in that of our own frontiers
against the hostile Creelks last year. But we aire in iminient danger of
losing otir crops again for if weWhmae to go asconting every day, which
is necessary to protect tIle lives of our wvives and children, wvho will work
in the field and make the crops? if' ve are compelled to leave the settle-
m1erits, Who will give usSupport for this arid the next year ! for you lknow
yourself, sir, thlat none of ns i.iade a sifllicient crop last year, except a few
individuals who had hands to work for theim. With great anxiety, but
assurance of your known rnairnpiimitlr, we look for immediate help.

Siirl(d on the I5th day of May. 13S, by thc sctlers of Holmes Valley
anld adjoiniingt settlements.
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Names of the settlers.
J. B. Lassetter W. Tab)or
Matthew Spikes John Regiter
Brenley Lassetter Silvester R. Cotes
John Miller Lewis H. Miller
Henry F. Boit A. W. Miller
Jesse (C. Smith John W. V. Long
John WV. Crook LI. A. Bri(rht
James Wise James Bright
Washlinlton Wood Levi F. Miller
XV. 11. Carpenter Daniel Williams.

(TImereal CALL.,
G(ocernor of the 'Territory of Florida.

T1iRRITOIRY OF FLORIDA,
S

tas/hilltcl. county,

Personally came before me, the undersigned, a justice of the peace for
said county, S. A. Posey, who inade oath that the contents of the preceding
part of the within article is just and true, to the best of his knowledge and
belief

LEVI F. MILLER, J. P.
his

S. H. POSEY, x
mark.

VALLAMBROSA, May 14, 183S.
I)EAR SIR: I have this moment received information that an attack was

made this morning about nine o'clock, by the Indians, on a man by the
name of Posey, at Bryan's ferry, on the Choctawhatchee river, about five
miles from this place. This nman had gone to the river to get water; he
discovered three Indians in a canoe; he ran, on discovering them; they
fired two guns at him; one ball passed through his hat, just missing his
head: he got into a gulley in the bank, and returned their fire, and thinks
he either killed or wounded two of them; lie then made his escape to give
the alarm. I expect that the Indians have all returned to this place. I
have also heard that six Indians were seen last week at the mouth of the
river. I was lately informed that the Seminole war was brought nearly
to ar close. If so, would not the Secretary of War be induced to send a
regiment to West Florida for our protection ? If something is not shortly
done, we shall all bc obliged to abandon this section of Florida.

With esteem and respect, I am, your obedient servant,
JAMES BRIGHT.

Ulis Excellency R. K. CALL, EAS(q.
N. B.-My informant, Jesse B. Lasselter, has no doubt of the correctness

of the above report, as he heard the guns; and saw the man in half an hour
after it happened. 3. B.
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WASI iNOTON, Oclober 4, iS3S.
SIR:. I was pleased to learn, from the conversation I had the honor of

holding WVital ynu1 this nlornin, that yoiuhad already anticipated thle propio-
sition I then offthr(d fior re-vo:rilalishinri the inhabitaifts of Florida who have
been driveti froin their loaioei. by til( nlrdialns. T1'hicr.o is every disposition
:on the lart ottillt portion ofof'r( people to return to the cultivation of the
fields, froam which 11 :I'Iu.vlr /'hmobn ,i);don_-bai,tdand to contribute every
thliln ili thtir pow-r-ve in add boih of tCIe O(1ih'iSive and defensive ineasures of
.the (tortutttutu''i'-t .. 1rtT.ilC.oi'vll'. D)aliitlrgtite present year,
Manl oi ttill. at tdie 1itz;ird oC t "r Iies. andd all thlw find left from thle
raviau:s cit tl (011 IV ; Irued to *i r f cuior yl.8cs of rcsidelice and
planted tll ir * ro);i4;:i-t'.. after tlheyic ere more thutiihIa f ma1de, thiey xiere
.cointpi- liii ii ron ri'I iemore iit e en:1 :1V. ;1!1 abIndon the rLUitS ol their labor.
'.1 ilis lo,wf.v: r wl!l uiolhve. ouuntuder a propr niilitarv organizzi-
tion, wlhimch Would ha1le gritlv 1tout natl aid illid p3roteetioiu to each settler.
T' hlleqIt RI1V of land lir. p:-rtd Jor idltiva!ion onl the frontier, particUlarly
iln the 1 ,nliu;s oft{)mnIia and AaIdmn inCludin;gy the plantations of' the
large pl-Ooriteors ab iidonlcd ( wild\vil not, probably. be
re-occu1pied andi Clitiv;atcd hy slaves di niril tme Ccotiintionance of' the war,) ijS
slmffitCielt to .mflbdlenlovrmeriut amlid support r a niumber of mcn., not only
adeutiiate for t!1tr own (deaintCe, huttC the protection of the frontier. By
OCCLIPYingissells Ction of thle country, tile Indian.s Would. be drivel witlii1
more narrow linji1s, and wnmid. be grreltly discouraged hy seeking that %Vh1iCII
they have eoitquered resinred to the possession of the white [nan. Another
advamitage which wouklrdtsatt to thu Government from pursuing this mea-
surej Wvoitld be the qiilatmtitu oftrraini wvlich would be raised in thlis co,Untry,
convenient to the se-it of wvar, in tile event of another campaign, and the:
subsistence which would he thins .lhrnished for an increased emigration, du-
ringr another yvar. Por tile purpose of carrvirlr this plani into execution,.
I propose that Generall Ilernaiidez, or stuch othe: 0Z01cer of the Florida milii
tia as many be designated for that service, be anlthorizd,.njuder the orders
and directions oftlie coninalndmigr-Yeineral, to receiive ilnto tlhe service of the
Utiited .States, for twelve moohn5'tu'lless sooner discliarged, stuch able bodied
nmen(nEottncFlceda uri.td)t List Florida, as ainy enrol themselves,
including the present frontier settlers, and such as have been driven from
their hoines, or others who nre willing, to locate themselves onl the line of
defence. 'I'hus the o\VwirS of plantations, if they think proper to reocCu-
py them, shhl be reilltsmated ini poSSesSioll ; alnd those who have none shall
be located on nlay wafstl or untrappropriated latjd wvliich may be prepared for
cultivation. rrlTlt the whole force, thus orauiZed, shall be mustered into
the service of thle Unuited Svites; Still i)h! entitlid to receive the pay, rations,
and forage. tismitlv allowed to oflicers and men in the service of the Gov.
ernment ; ind shall constitute a defence for the frontier from the Atlantic to
the Suwanee river, atid as far s'uimh as the Withllcoochie anld New river,
on the sea-board. That all the said force which can at any timne be spared
froin military operationRs within the limits here prescribed, slhall he kept
constantly engaged ill cultivateinlG3 corn, and other articles of subsistence.
That, while engaged in tilij4 service, they slhall be divided itto compaltlies,
or such detachments us will be suficient to give the security against the
attacks or Ohe eiemy, lnid shall rendezvous and encartip at such places
along the litie 'of frontier as may be designated by the commanding gen-
eral, or the immediate cornnzundlling officer, whenever it may be deemed un-



safe for then to remain at their homes. That. tile l:1hor of culti vatioti, and
tile duies of the field, shall he distriblnted as nearly as possible eqalmly
amigou, Lt difl,8reit indlividilrds, ;el(i ach s!hlvil have, as fr, as possiblhe, the
I)ertefit oh his o\VI1 labor: buit that they slihil, *It ill times, wvltethter etlirai(r(td ill
iiili toiry service or ill cul tivation, be sibtljet to le orders of thlie sit prior ill
office, and he groverned by the rules awid articles of wvar. Suich a Force as
this, or¢),tiliZ((A oil thle Plan proposed, voutild s5o0I rt.siore tile population
which hias been driven from tihe counitryr, and would form a powerful aux-
ili: ry to t le army employed in proseciltigl(r the war.

For tile defence of the frontier of' Middle Florida, extending from tile
Stvatiee river to the Ocklocknev, I propose the orcratiization of a battalion
on the satenpritici ple, to conisist of oii*i ulic]dred iiouilted iet11,t11inder thle
commraniiotd of a lidtl oil] ce r ; this force xvoti Id be sitfficielit, atrd sihoulId lbe re-
qnirvd, to drive out atid to keep the Inidiatis entirely beyond tile Sualuleo.
Tiiis section of coni trv beillr too reil!iote from tile scetie ot active operations
to ellable the colir1audillng general to give it the attentionI and protect ioin
WhIiCl it haS ;latd InUSt reijillire so long_(r as h1ostilitiCs COniniei1lC, I WvoUId
i'(211cctfili y suggest the prop)riety of cowitinuimrial officer of rank of the
Uiited States a rnl y itn coinmat id of tItat froii ier, withI ant hority to receive
ijt0 service, froii titilc to ti ae, sricli fore as lie may deemini ecissary for
dehirusivye operatiolis. If Lieniteuatit (Jolonel Green, of tile 6th intitintry,
coMild be cotitinied on thwart diity, cotisistenitly with the interest of the ser-
vice, lie would not otily be very eflicietit, but would rive general satisfac-
tionl and confident ce.

I am, sir, very respectftilly, your obedient servant,
It. K. CALL.

Tlon. J. R. POINS'rt1.

TALLAHASSEE, Alnuluary 19, 1839.
St it: I haeve the honor to acklnowledgre thle recei)t of' your letter of tile

21st iltimno, and, agreeably to your request, I have artihorized Captlainl
Ilevioti, of tile Utiarterwaster's Departmnenit, to take possession of tile public
buildimuys at St. Mark's.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
R. K. CALL.

lIon. J. R. PorNsETIT,
Secretary of WVar.

TALLAHASSEEI, March 26, 1839.
SmIt: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the

1st instatit, enclosing a copy of oiie to General Taylor, requestiiig him to
authorize tne "to cadl into service a wilitin force, of not exceeding three
hmitdrcd men, in cases of emergcrtncy." You may rest assured, sir, that
I shall carefully avoid the least abuse of the authority you have conferred
on me, atid that I shall in no case call troops into service when it shall not,
ill my opinion, be necessary to prevent a recurrence of' the outrages and
murders which have so frequently been cotnmitted on the dafemiceless in-
habitants of the frontier. T'he recent occurrences in tllis neighubtr'hood
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must convince you of the necessity of my being invested wvithi the power
you have con leirrd ol ine.

I en4clOSe yoU, hlelewVithl, n copy of my correspondence with General
Tm~lo r and the ollicers of the local miilitia, ol tile subject of tile defence of
the froiltiel, acco i pclanied Ly a Sl)Ucii1l Ililssag(re to telt legiSlative ( 'offlwil,
cotoun iiicatod five da)'S before the commencemnint of the late depredations
ill the vicinity.

I beg leavc illOst respectfully to invite your particular attention to these
doclllnelits; they wIll give yoll a faithful acconlint of tile Situation of this
rlTerritory. I am well satisfied, sir, of your disposition to do every thing ill
your powvur for the defelce of the l)eople of Florida, and I deem it necessary
thaift yoU should be correctly inffbrnled onl thle subject.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

It. K. CALL.
-lon. J. It. PoINs:Tr,

6S'ecretury (f War.

EXE-CUTrIVE OF1F ICE,
Tallalhssee, February 1, 1539.

Smt: I transmit herewitli a copy of my correspondence Nvithl the Secre-
tary of War, so far as it has not already been published, and a copy of my
correspondence withi (General Ta'iyl(or, in contorn-ity witlI a resolution of the
Senate, passed on thle 21.St itimtto.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
R. K. CALL,

Governor of Florida.
To the P'RESID1sE N oft/oce 'nal/e.

I)EPA\RTNIFD;1r OF WAIt, 211)ril25, 1838.
SIR: Within the last two or three months the department has several

times received intelligence of depredations committed by thle Indians in
Middle Florida, anld has called thc attention of General Jesup to themu, and
given particti ir directions for the defence of tllat portion of tile Territory.
Ilecenit ill'oratittiotn olf ftrthIi r d elpredaitiols rmndcrs it n ecessa ry that some
fu rather steps shotlId lie taken;-lad I hlave tue honor to ilforml you that the
commtianditn officer in Florida hlas this day been written to, and directed to
send an officer of rank and intelligence to that section, wvith such part of
tihe regtliar lorce as can be spared, f0r* the purpose of preventing a repetition
of those depredations, and, it possible, to capture or destroy thie lawless ma-
rauders who commit them. 'Thle regular firce tilat this officer may be able
to take with him tmlay n(ot be sufficient for the accomplishment of tile objects
in view, and it may thierefbre be necessary for lim to apply to your excel-
lency flor a portion of the militia to aid him. In this event, I am instructed
by tile President to request that you will place at his disposal such an
amount of force of this description as he may require, to serve three months
unless sooner discharged.

Very respectfully, yotir most obedient servant,
S. COOPER, Acting Secretary of TWVar.

His Excellency R. K. CALL,
Governor of Florida.
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TALLA11ASSEIMIlAay 12, 1838.
SIR: I have the honor to acknowled(re the receipt of your letter of the

26th ult., in which you inform me of tile measures recently adopted by the
War Department for the defence of the frontier of Middle Plorid(a. It will
afford me great p)leasuire to comply with the directions of thel President to
furnish such militia force as inay be required by the officer placed in com-
mand of tile frontier for the protection of its inhabitants. This 1 have ever
done on the requisition of General Jesup, and I should do injustice to that
vahlah)le officer were I not to ackiiowled(Te tle zealous efforts fie has at all
times made, with the means he possessed, to (lefend our citizens from the
attacks of the enemy. At my request, lie recently ordered to St. Mark's six
companies of the (ith regiment of infantry, which are now on duty in Mid-
dlie Florida. This force is now principally employed against the Creek In-
dians, who, after having surrendered and agreed on a day for their embar-
cation for the wvest, suddenly abandoned their canip at night, and fled pre-
cipitately, leaving most of their bagrgage behind thlem. The.vwere nomi-
nally iti charge of a guard of ten men, which was Ill the force I had to coI1-
trol them. About thirty of the women and children still remain in camp,
and appear to be perfectly satisfied. They inform me that the others were
induced to fly, from an apprehension created by some designing white men.
that it wvas my intention to destroy the men and confine the women in
chtainS. riTie chief, at his departure. avowved his determinatiol to make his
way to the Seminoles, ;and they retreated in that direction. But the neces-
sary preparations have beemi mmmde to intercept them, and I entertain hopes
thlat they nmay be captured or destroyed. Their flight created g-reat apple-
hmensioni among the neighborinng inhabitants; and 1 was under the necessity
of orderingr out a portion of' the militia for their protection. rTlhey xvere all
discharged, however, in a few days, with the exception of two detachments,
which are still in service. One of then is employed in gularding a pass on
the Ocklockney river, to prevent tile escape of the Creeks to the east; and
the other in gutiardingr the prisoners, and in preventing ati intercourse be-
twveen the Creeksand the Apalachicola Indians, some of whoin fled with the
Creeks. l'lhey are without an agent, arid, finding them greatly excited, I
deemed it most prudent to receive a feiv of their warriors into service, with
a smill detachment of' white men, whom I placed there to give confidence
to the timid and restrain the vicious. I adopted this course after a personal
examination of the situation of tIiese Indians. and from a conviction of its
necessity ; there being no officer or troops of the Government near enoutgh
to produce anyeffect in that quarter. I hope the measure will be approved
by the department.

1 am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
R. K. CALL.

Captain S. CooPRt,
Acting Secretary of War.

)EPARW1MEN'r OF NVAR, May 20, 1838.
SIR: I have the honor to acknowledge tIme receipt of your letter of the

12th instant, expressing your readiness to comply with the requisition
made upon you, by direction of the President, for such militia force as the
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olliceI i USZCeI wullitweh Il"1mi of \lioe liorit, rurny Il)(] it lteccssaray to
call fI)r: adVeai,&Iw ofi' the(! Ii1tit of, tlie CRe1li'l ILndian1S aSLIilelitd f11- eIaIti;r-
tioll t) iO o'.'tt0 Iieo OlII'(jl(Jlt'iri alnirin offlel' CitiZetiS. tild (&olftemlt'ie-
liru4; vwl havefII( ll Iolr their plOteCtifll,(of), i!stili,' of' the eiilovl)Vlliit of a1
plOrliol ofllioe tiilitiat arid(] Ow1t Apanlachlicola Iidians. These Ilieastires yolt
(cXN)-'SS it wish iilay be p)proV(ed 1)y li t.departmiienit, tnidtd thle hillressil),
it is r iin'ce, thatsl,illlaltoval willeally1lutitle thu troops So ctiiployvd
to c'mpIllhCaiStltiotI from tlhe LJllie d Slats.,

'I'll a1Uws retla iii to iie emnploymen t of militia atd vol nil cers prohibit
tiperpae nt ol ialltiv y tho (. -ov( itrimetit. except those regiula rly rat istered
ilflo, (or outi of, tile service of' the UIuited States, tdiide dlirectiolls 1'1011) the
Pre-s(lelitd , dioI6'cerC etitry of'War, ir at guelleral officer (o thu regi tlr arnty ; so
thtt tile foriaiiil itp)prov.;l hv ilthe department. of' the mneosurcs alhlded to would
Jot cel;dct tile olbject fo!r wvich it is iuifrred yol desire it. T'hie t()jlV way,
tiherefore, ill which the deparltineiit could Itgally bind itself for the p;ayllniit
of the troops iit piuestion would he, to have niustered into tle service those
still e ItIployed , a id to have inistvred out those who atve been dismissed, it
they would assemble for that ptinrpose ; and Ceiieral T'alylor, who has full
po wer, iiid er IIis ilis llt ioills, to eli)loy such all aitmounli of lfice, anod to
iake all otla r arrangenilenuts necessary for tile deflitice of' Florida, will be
written to, atId aitlhorized to adopt thle above coltrse.

Very respectfully, your most obedient servant,
J. 1. POINSETT.

Ills Excellency It. K. CALL,
(Uuveiruor of Fl'orida.

TALLAHASSEE, M1ay20, 1838.
St : I have the lhonor to enclose yoli, herewith, copies of letters wvhiich I

have just received frouii mlatly highly respectable citizetis of XVest Florida,
itflo rtitim g tolelo ete ie- ajpitratice ol the I ndia us ill that q(ju carter. Whlietiher
they lire at part of these who lately escaped from Apla;chi icolu river, or
WllhelIel(r it is a dilff'retit piany wblichi has inore recently arrived fronm Alit-
batna, I anll uitablelo decide. Hitlt I anm disposed to believe they are of the
litter, as thle forier were trailed, in tlie opposite direction, ats fIr east as
thel Ocklocktiey river, ini the neighborhood of vhlich, it is believed, they
still are.

Yont will perceive, from tile enclosed documents, lItat thle appearance of
an elieniy iti it at sparsely populated district hns giveii rise to IIIuIch excite-
menlt atioitig tite peole, anid [lint they, as it is nalural they shonlId do, have
called utpont lie Execuitive for protect ion. The laws of tile Territorw, ini
sitchi CaIScs, Itave micade it my diity lo order out the nilitlia for dieir delence.
'hiis (ditty I havu liliherto perfOrtned whentiever the occasion hIas required it.

Anid, notwithistnadinc- lile emkibltrrassrnenit whIticih has resulted to rite a tid tile
troops I have c i ploy(d, wy the delay of the Govertnment ilt paying, th erri
for services reindercd uicdir imty orders, I should not tiow hesitate! ill ptitrsil-
iug hte SaUtIe Ceoitse, il I hlad thle means of sitpplyiigr their withl forage atid
provision ; but this I firld impossible. 'Ihiat sectioto of cotlllrvf vtt ii(, is
threatened witht danger wits, duiring thle last slnimer, overrun bv the Creek
tIndianis. 'ilie tiltahilamts were tnunble to cultivate their pelantatiolls, 1ttid
the country is in cinsequence destitute of supplies. I should cadl onl the As-
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Sist alit quartermaster of thre United States army at this plhce to fiirliishI t1he
II('C('ss;IIy arlicles4, as hie has doi e hieretof ore oil all shliilar OccasionS for the-
last eliMitll rinolntiihs, hut lie IF s recciitl in formed Iiie tIat lie (decie sfit -

ii:shii'g liv IiiIa ,r oil mryi lreqllisitlifot helr 'l'tr.ritlori;al troolis not reiilalrly
1iiusieired iiito thie service of the jUtted states. ()ii tlie occasion alluded
to, I telvde e(Irv tholConiaind of' thle troops I h ad ra vdr to 7 aljor I)e;arhliorni
the senior officer of the Unlited States arinv in Middle lFlorida. I Ie dei 1liIeId
a1ec1e tili oftIheIm1, onl the( grotiid thai lie adl( no aulthioritv so to do. I th'eul
rc(iimstud 1ililil to order tIle assislnlt quiartertlilster to fnririshi tlila Nvitil thoi:
IlccessrIv Supplies. TIlis hle also (dcilmle'S Foi(inr, Cor the salne reason anid I
IaveI eenC co elled to plirchase supplies l')r these troops onl rv own credit
and that of thle'Territory, while there is a UIn ttedI StatesqIIC llrtr( li'IteI andt l
aI P-I11iC (CI('it mif StORS wV0ithin1 twety m1ilefs ofttdie! plare wherethey ae;e.

l iI red. I am11 aIware, sir, tfihat thepai1ymllent oii lioil-payliiiit fo)r tI ose sii p-
plies, by tile (;overlilrielit, mlalyN hierealter he ili(]e at o&r, qletstioll ; itll, so
lon u, s InV1 private fortune will elnabile me to save, a sjiimlle fhomily from dLe.
strilelioll, it shall he freely expoduidc. Tllis. however, is too limilredi to be
Of ih aivtil: aid ii the caew iii wvhichi I am nIow called onl for lprotec tioll,
we'll thiln \viOle tesresires of' tle ctlli itrv have! bieui exhausted, I r'ewret
tiht I cIII do ii) miore thain report the circiunistanices to tie proper depart-
meamt of'tlle Go veraniimenit.

I am, sir, very respecttilfl y, your obed ietit servalit,
K. K. CALLA .

CIII)talill SA¶MUu:r, COOPER.
A tdrll Nv'cr-turyof lian.

NVAR14-11,1AI-TAI, NT, JIM(,, 2 1Ut
Sift : I have had tile honor to receive 01your letter of' the 20thlimioilima, aidLl

its uiielo-I4ures. oil dIe sibject (oI' tie appeaitrilICOe of fiidlaiiS III %est FIloA.ida
IOi file fillrs ol' tie illimafraiiis (of' deiedatiOii.S 1'ro0them; aiId(f their d-'slie
t lie lroteCte(l Fly a miliiitary foice.

Fromii your letter, it appears that your exce.llitcv is still mnder a aiisap-
hr'iheilsionits tintOile power of the lepartinenit to make pr:ovisilmi f'or the
suIbhsistuleC and paymnenit of militia called ou1t hby voll t;fr die dtef tice ot
Florida. 'I'llis is IInot a m:atter iii which tei departimeiit call (exrCiSe itS
discretion, it beiiitr fiiiited to miakmlll provisimli for tlie umailltlitnice of' those
troops only wvhiichi are rea ilarlyv inmitered ilito the servee, all-nd for the pay-
rimenit of ihose so niuistered inito or olIt of' tIM seUr ieCO, udic(ler directions fron
tie P1r!,sideit,I lie Secre!tary of' War,or al (!eliera officer ohlIFmtiL .itred Stites
arniV. It Is siill fuirtlier restrictedL b1 the iuiuns to0 provide flor lbut a verV
lItinited force, ;;S it is witile(U rf reatest di fictily tfiat appropfrli ait ions ChO lie
OIbtained of( Comiress fo)r eVCe Ldie S:ioalflest I)OSSiIi'Fe aim1i1111t of' fITCe IiC ('S-
Sal~r fOrth'el( (CXeeLitiOll iti Its dmity of' protectiiigr the ilila;1bitilts of Ibirida
arid (Isew\lere. II(nice the nIec'eSStIV Of, vestiljlr thle CAl III..r oult ot troops"
n11d1 tthkiiir other inIewieI-res expense- ft)r 1if, defeiice ol'Vl)rida,
emll' Iii tIhe veilleniI ill Coiiiuiiaild th1ere. AMI ICiiple LhOtItit has beeii i(rivei
t-) Genieral 'T'avlor to talke ever measure in llis p)ow\esr to ttliord prot:'clioll
to lile ililiabitalilts of that 'I'errimolor, as voll lfiav! alreadyv been advise'- : arid
it Wvomlid save timlie aiid 'risk it, iiill exi(,icries of tihe kiid pi1-'selited ilt
your letter, vut would apply to him for Lihe necessary fn'ce, when lie could
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ilither revrII!irly raise additional force, so that it could he Iainitained and
j.l( wiltlomit (lillictil,. lhy tlie Utiitcd St!tes, or move to tile lpoitt where it
is re(Iilir-cl a Imittioti i tnitt already ili service; andli thus save tile leavy
Ct plt ise (Ofilliplovillgr lieVw tro)ops.

Ilmiidirid li o01 thitreceipt of yotr letter, yesterday, (Gteural Taylor was
advised ol ,}l &romiuds (for appreljidelidig disturbances ill West Florida: and
le\-will, wi!:mlit douht. take such tinsures ill ruefreiice thereto ats the cir-
climsttices 11iiv riiqiire.

V'ery respectfully, your most obedient servant,
J1. It. POINSETT.

][Is Ixllev 1t. I('K.CLL,
Gol)tt 'l1101- * 1~Flo1ie(la.

1i4:AiD(tUARIT'ERiS, Anam 0Pi1'l RlRIDA,
('VI7I1D lJ',/kcr, (:35 ,1.i/es 'S'. E. o/ 'I'im1jsIu) M1(ty 18, 1S3S.

Si it: 'I'lle coummadn of the regi-hir troops aii(i the Imilitia properly nmiis-
tcred into tlle serviee of the Utnited States, in Florilda, havinei this rmometit
Ie em tirued over to 1tie l)y .Major G(0eieral Jesu p, it) cornrililantice? WitIith -
St riteioIis tr!'0ut1 grel'ural head(iiarters of Ihle army, tid, as a maller of
coiir;(-, the mlaiut rutte!iit of the war ralinst the Seniniioles and other Indiani
in this Tetriltorv h1ia'iti'r devolved 01I tIle. I deetm it to hlIe y dtily to C0111-
ititmente with Volt it relatito to tile saille, and Ilope to receive youtr co opera
aliotl, andllaItII in fortitatioI yot miav be able to give eIll, which Illay ill
way vay tewiul to its suiecessfld atid spe,,dy teuroinattoti.

i shtoiltId very iritichi like, were' it ill my power to do) SO, to have a piersoollal
to terview xviti !yt ;Ias neat1v sill jets minriit lhe discuns!ed at id decided oni,
in retrard to carryilln ot saidSa war. wvhicl cannot be so well done by letter;
"ild wou 1(1 visit Tallahiassee for that purpose, did mvy eng etenielts auld
health, whliceh is not verV good at Otis momllent, permit.

illy first object dimrimig the sickly season) will he lo afford protection to
the persons intd property of tile exposed frontier inhiabitaits of the cotitry,
aitd preserve. as fhlr as it cau libe done, the health of the troops for active
op ration s, as soon ais tI season will testify tlie imemsti ie ; mid I fliutier miv-
self t 1tat I .Iriil. lor thulost palrt, be able to ehllct tile first wilti the regul a r
troops pliacidt inder toy orders, ( which atnootint to tivetity six cotIpatmies of
infainiry, ;atd(1 four ot dragootis:) as soon as they can be placed in the several
po.itiotis tivy should oculcy, and that portion of the fith infaLntry, recently
ordered to St. Allrk's to aid in emitirattI)tmr some refuZgee Creeks wz'ho aie
s')nmewlhere itl Mliddle Florida, -,,et iht rongh with that duty, which, I triist,
has or will ihe very soon sicecesshlilly a ccotrnplishied.

It appears to me that, in tile first place, the hostiles should ail be drivell
to the east il(d sonlti of St. A ugmimstiie at d the road leudinigu from '[amiipa,
Bay to I'ort lKi'ltr atd Ga rey's Ferry, atid kept there milil they coulId be
forced to ettliurrate. .onlId the first lhe doie (wvlhichl there is no doubt of ) it
wvoutld at otce relieve thle settlemnents of every portion of Florida worth
protection, and, cuttittr off all intercom rse with then by land and waiter,
would, in a very, short time, compel them to leave tlhe country, wvhtich call-
not be accoulltiislted by coerciolt, for some time at least, and then at all
enormous expense of life (ow int to the climate) as well as of treasure; but
otl tlls sulbject I shall be ever ready to change my views, tile molent I
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am conviniced that they are erroneous or founded in crror. I am nowv here
envragd in collectmgr a portion of tile Se'ilinoles for eing ratioln, where IeXlieCt to he detained somje eighrht or ten davs, vlien I shall proceed to Tpnipnaaind from tihene to visit the several posts to the itorthi anjd east of that
plaCe, wNithill the Iiunils of nly commnaiid. Tl'hiere tire now in mily camp three
hIind red ntid ihirty Semiidoles, ineii, Nvomeli. and children, and thirty-five
negrocs; ami-ong the former are inaity of their principal men. Shlouild I
snIcceed ill getting thtenm to leave the countirv without havinga to resort to
force, I fleel confitdenit the greater portion oh that tribe 11ow ont Nvill verv
soon follow thein, atnd hope tie Iniost of the Micicusukies, Tallaliassees,
&c.. will ere long follow their example.

With great respect and esteemi, yOurl obedient servant,
Z. TAYLOR,

B1rig. General (J. NS. riny, co7fltandiflur
ills E..xcellenicy It. K. CALL,

Gove ritor ,!f Plorla.

TALLAIIASSIE.I-:. June 26, 1S3S.
Srit: I have tile hotior lo acknowledLre tile receipt of yotir letter of the

IStih ultillni). I collnratillate you oui your succession to the comimiand of
the armiy iui Plorida, 1nud I assure you it will ulford tie great pleasure to
co-oerat wvith yoll in ileprosicuitiot of tIle wivar a ailist ilie Scifilles,
and( to retider you any service iu liivypowver to btiii it to a spee(ly and
successful termination. I shionidd he Ihiappy to have a personal interview
wvitl you, and will endeavor to visit vour headc1nairiers eliore tle opelling
of lile next c;iinpaigii. Yonir plans for Ithe su muter are sulch, generally, as
prutdeiice atid juwoileditvou Idictate. The l)reservalion of tile health of
the troops is re(qlired by hitnui ity, as wvell as policy, iln order lo render
theineficietit at the opetilntl of lhe catmllpali(ri illlle fiall. Bitt I enitertain
a bllief thial the eneinyv mriy he -reatly harassed during the suitrnier, with.-
out itiuchi expense or incotiveiiemce to tie troops. It has been reported to
me (hIlt I Canililot vouch for tie correctntess of the intelligieuce) that the Iln-
diauis ire cultivatliln corni at thle oId town on tile Witillacoochile. A de-
tacIt inwt of 5011 rtitmo ited meni, by a piroml)t aind energetic movernetit,
could, iin a verve fewv davs. overrun all that section of country, surprise tile
l1lindias in1 exposed sitnations, and ill small parties, before they could escape
or iinbiotv in it' swvitamps; lnatly oft11henm migrit hekilled or captured, anlid
thvir crops, if they have any. destroyed. Such result would produce ontileii a nitich more decided( aid favorable impnpressionthaln those arising
fromi the most successful defelimsive meastires, aend woulild be in accordance
with that part of your plan in which voni propose to drive the elnemy south
of St. Anugu-stine. atid east of the road from Fort King to Tampa Bay.
rT'hie people of Alaclina anti (Coluimbia are very anxious for this expedition;
and I li;ive been offered a sullicientaninbler of volunteers from these colin-
ties for thle service. Sholiod youl tIijuk favorably oft it,von will please ad-
dress Coloniel Robert Brown aid lieut. (Colonel Sinion Beckham, on the
subject, at Newnainsville. To save tirite otl this, aswell as on all otheroc-
cas>iouis, when you iiav require the aid of a riiilitin or volunteer force, the
officers oflHast Florida wvill be ordered to comply with yotir requisition on
then,without tile formality of applying to rlte, which, from the distance
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that intervenes. iniust lie ollways attended wvitha delay. Thle troops of that
sicition are ;aeiuauiltd wiil thei etieiv and tile Counlitr; flivy are iniured to

1e clitImite, aind % killinga to operate d3iirin tihe stitmi ner. rand, I bNlieve, nlilV
render a v*rv imiporlant service. At ihmis season ot tic v;!ar. thle Indiaisi
arc general v lo lie folind il lile open conut ry ; tiey do not cxlpct ain at-
tC;. ;j,1( Ilay. llierelbre, lie sirpristd by ra n.ovviiIOVIIICitlS allied eit ofl:
Hv harassiimg amidchrsiamitl y ;aumioyi thlemi ltVIy will sooI mer bcecoinie tired
:of time w;,r, ,ad be conlenlet] It emiriitri.r.. T[he horses. at this season of
thl year, Iai lie milisisted oil grass di rinIgr ali expcd itimii of I (O or 1.75 das.
FI'e (r six hliiidredmiaitiiledl itIIII ill he simom. enough) o go anywhere,
a tdt iimw'v hliraS1thii m'rmeimmy dii rinl the wholiole timimer mid lhave the rglu
lar f6irce, frish tier ;i slsieinailic calailp;li'n ili die fall. I have thmotwiahm pioper
tom h; r tfles(rt solluesisions ft r onoir co smlider:mtiom. rid hmloie you will call on
nre Ijor amy alissi.tanice I twin lie emabililed to fourniishi yoi.

aiim. sir, very respeciftim li yoilr okdierit servant.

(;u ncral Z. r'TA Y T.(.,',
li undin- u riiiy in Mlorida.

1I.mAD(LUAIJ-riciti. A iimy (o' 1IIE Sou'TI,
SNuirierCc rh-re, 11(1r kthe itn rull. fI ef tL Wirll'UerHtr/tte.

Canip G(;uirter. 11JI're county, Corgia, July 14, 1 S38.
Smi: I have tile hlonor to acknoWled(le tIle rTcreilit of your letter of the

6tith uhtlitmio, aid thank von fir your coil-iralmidlations im fly SIICCCssiOIn to thle
cOillilmalld ill Florida, which m. I nilim tlr oto s;am, wras neither asked for nor
desiretd.asIliv re is hit little to be aciidired ill Ite twaV of repItaltion. whet her
siicceshfuil tor cihi 'rW ise. I have, however, entered oii time Ilittes appertaini.
itlt,io thl> sase withl zeal. if llot with aIhilily: alld shall leave nohill r un.

doneta so ftr as dvvotio and exertioi g.o, tot brimg tIei tvar It a speedy ter.
mtiimiitoim j~nd.a1it titim one liml0', will ro'hinriiiish. with niore pletsasre. the
CO4immnlilid to allt Oille tile Govermimlielit nujmy think pl)roper lo siipc-sede ine
tiall I l It onl assunmingll it. I also thanlk youl for the prompt manner you
have ordered thle 1mamhitia of Elast Florida to aid nie, should I requiire their
services, winhonta formal calling onl tie Eixecutive as well as your willinl-
ness to co opetrate with mlme ili aily other way Wvhichi may Ilave eieefect of
terininmatintr the war ill (tuestiom. Out tile subject of a movemlenit by the
nimliti of Alachitia and Columbia counties arailint tile I diatls, supposed to
lie plantinilig onl the Withilacoochiie, alluded to by yOil, I have to statte that
Lietiteualtt Colonel larnley wams ordered, previous to ilhe receipt of your
Conmniijunicatioii, to exalilile (wvith trle dragoois) that section of country. It
is, therefore, unnecessary for thean to make stichi all expedition. 1 deem it
bad policy to order tile milibihia out, without the chanceS ares really in favor
of thleir eifectiig sonimethlin g against thle eulelmin ; as every failure serves not
only to disc. iratie themi. uilt io cnl)joldeii lhe latter, as well as toloriii ilIto
disrepute with the coutintry that description of forcu ; aild as there is no cer-
taiuty of the lim'stiles evell being ill that quarter, I consider the ascertain.
ing that fact had better ie left to tle re-gular troops. Notwitlistandiimg no
one etivertains a Inrhier opinion thal I do of the zeal, devotion, and couir.
age of the militia of Florida, yet I amn decidedly opposed to calling into the
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service allny pIortioll of tI ose of Rist Florida, fart her 1luau as ulliides and
spies; f;ur. were tlze( to pertlorin the d ties %vhich oilltt to be relilired of
then, tlie' tnnsbelils[be ittovMed fnio their fitillilies, leaving tIIttil at tile inmercy
()I' thle Io siles. besides i11terterillr with ile euiltivitioll ol their pl ilttaliotls,
\htich sholl d1sodbeVetil~ttrad bthle Goveritietit, even shottld it be neces-
slrv to(1t )do ) I)v i amroderatill e l)ouility ott every bushel of' corn they
tiiSo'(l.im-ids alor(liii,t1-illt (!V!( tv possi'l. prol}r titoll, Which. it' iI aliltlot
lie (Imlie IIv tIle re(rillhir troops, sliotildId"(h I(done lel(t itilit tlleti mfi out tile
mIist 1)0111 s fr-(I'o the l'erritiorv, where 1I1 (liltlmiW is to ho al1,F,(lelded,
()1 rlmill Ilw d Bjo jilillrsiltates. lpnttIttlllfoiluit l0 lilit a (If Eost Florida to
calrrl\' on) the wa, whichi l esth( doie to( the oltal neg(rlect ol 021 iciulture,
will produlir( colis(plnelices little shlmt of its 1)ill( - orve 1-itilt l)V the e1l1 lly.
AS tile iititietiste ext eit or coiti ryv over wh'lichi tlie l;ewv iilhImjitntts are

sc"Ittervd, mid( tile di ties ttiat\ of thtctn are f(rlo1 Wilatr comitltnitaetiont,
WI'erdel(d(Ipts 110V lihe lmade tIlh intl inlltJ) oftI e ('ttentfl iflto si;ll p);arties,
a1ild lo(:mlht2r lillilselves ill swatps,ltid hmminiocks, Wilvhe it iS OItiost litt7O5-
silule to ret tillti,1alld til(e (iflililty ol transporthitiv lprovisionis alone to sits-
titt llie tronrops empiI)loN (d ClM tIheir p(rotectiotn, wonIdl almost jistifly the alhanll-
doiuntiit of tile comitry. the slpeedilest atil(i tmost eflectialofv(aV of, te rimi-

tiItiit_, this xw'ar woild be, in tmy humbible opinion, by ettcoturaintg the
setidtetneit of the coitrtt vby every meals.

Iit consequence of a n umtbter of Indians havinr taken refuge in liw ()ke-
fellokee swampll. I have located one compainly ofdralroonis atd one of infantry
atl thlis ploiitt. atlI shill! estaldisht olle Ct]ittV of illitflidivbidwavhetwveetj
tilis at(i T'rider's hill, attd one of drag-cons otl the Opposite side Of tils, itl
the tIivl(Iil'iOh)hod of \\VresbOro'.

'h'ltis lfrce, I IIltter ttsel f, ill add it ion to a on pra nN of' militia j ist orian-
ie(d alotn(r the liniie betweeti ( revlria itnr Florida, near the11 ()Okelttokce,''
(to act as rtili(l s aridlspies.) will a I}mrdi a11.lpo pr(tectoiio to thIt'e xpbosed iii-
IoltatI;its rorttila(l tlvar the(! satlilt. Sliotldd tlis tot be tlte case. silch ad-
ditiolial coitthimaties of tolilitia as ittay be ntecessary \vill lbe called intlo service
front thle St:te of' Geor ria. The regullhor troops Ihave ttot. Itor will they be,
kept itl actiolt diriti the sutnuter, bitt will be kept constantly emplove(d itt
Itarassitigr and eitlin tllt the etiemv whierever hefcian be r(ecIled. Liell-
tortnanit (o01)1: el ifarneyItIas just retitrt ed from oit expedition til) tile St.
.lolillts, (sonic SO) or I f0 uiles front Bl3ack creek :) lie '" reports" (Caftvr the
tlitst ilmittltte exnitnailottt of thei country in that (Iqarter) that hle did not
di.c-ver tile sijt ofU a simrite Itndi an, and is indl-iced to believe that they Itave
alntdlhotcd that portion of fte Territory. Whenever thle seasott arrives for
Calrrvi tg o1) skrstehliatic operations ago1ist the eneniv, I expect to be under
the tiecessity of calling for a stallh militia force to aid ine iil my operations;
ilt hich evettt, I sItall require themi mostly to serve ot1 loot. as it mav be
ci ( ss1try to uISeO thie a;xe tfll as nmuicht as thle rifle or misuket, as it nlav be
Ib0itied llecessa rv to orp(. titany roads for tltiliturv purposes alongr tile sea-
coast, frotnS.1t. JMlnark's to tlie inon tht of ilie Sn wvaitcee, anid bettVevi i te lat-
ter i 'lvet thie ()cIlilaw'di, aid the WiVItlacoohiie, slhoittld tile e nitv atilempt
to ocvitlpy tItosc sectlinns of couinitry. I can asstire vou tl-at it wvill Iafllrl me
(rre~it pleasutre to have a ptrsottal ittterviev vitll you at my titte or place,
btil ill ut'e altietllhily so)at itv hIe(a(l(luailrters, should it 11jmet y'olur cniventi-
nc0e;"ris I should like to avail mysell 0f your butter Imlledre of tile comi-

trv Oeccpied by thle lIosil es, as well as the best mode of carrying on the var
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naraillst themn, so as to birill it to n sp(edy close. wvlhich could be so much
better doe1)v a personal interview Latui by ltter.

I ;1111, vith gre at respect, vonur excelleiriv's olnl (ieiit servant,
Z~. TAY D-A) It,

lroret fIriQ i.dr Giren l (J,l. S. ar-Ily, comrnman dingr.
Io) lNls IXCellenlCy tIe (GOVEitNOR (1-' 1iOl? I DA.

P. S.--1 leave this place sliordly for Tairipa Baty.

1l1EAIDQUAIt'l'RitS, AitNiy ov 'I-luESoui.nii,
Jl-t Whi/le, JAly 1S, 183S.

S ift: I have received at coutJriiimicatiori front tihe Departrilelit of WVar,
iuder date ol :30th Mafy, 13S8, enclosinLm a copy of a letter to your excel lemi-
cv, on hile subject of the emplovillent of utilitia by til iUnited Siates, refier
r iit tIle matter to mne, wvith power to employ si1chaln amomioni t of free, arid
to imiake all otiler arrangremients necessary for the defiluice of'Florida. As
reards(js tilnmusieriiig ill arid out of service detachments of voluititcers called
onit by y u r exclleiicy1 so ats to ciiuttle tI ini to co(m1ipellsatiolln I hav tile
lioiior to iilo1riu you that Major I)earborin, conurwiijdiiiir ii Mliddl(e F'loirida.
has beeii l ac rgod by inC \vitil this duity, amid will minister ill nud(1 olit Sill
troopsas hle may requiiire a in , i referetice to lie past, lie will noiiisler
on t (tilp y agrecill(r to assermble for thilat purpose) all suiclh as ill hls opiill-
ion were necessarv, wvhio have rendered services which should eiititle tiem
to coiiipetisatiOII.
No oiie call tel more than I do for the stifi'erinirsarid privations to wvhiichi

thle people of' Floridalhlve beeeim sul jecled iii tlie course oft IIiis most uinifor-
tiuii te war, or inhore deeply sympathize with thieni for tile loss, onl Iiia1yV
ocensiomis, of relatives and friends. Thm is state of' Iiilims, arid sinilalr occur-
relicesinmay comiliiiueior somrue iinJC, p}ariculI arliv ill Elast Florida, owiliir to
(Ile sparse popumlatmoio, andid thle co nsequeni advatiataves w hilich the enctny,
who are broketii into small partiLs. ha ve of hi a rassing tIhei ; tile inimitinner-
ble swaimips aiid hmainniocks ini tile rear olibriiig to the Indian a secure re-
treat. almost imnpenetrable to. tle whiitc mali. Notwvithmstaiidiiig thlis, lhow-
ever, I cannot see tIme propriety of iumiseriiig iiito ilie service a r-giinicia or
regitniei nts of the miilitia for the protection of their own homes, as it is i in-
possilmle lo establhishi a garrison at ever iaii's door.

Believimiir, as I do, that there are nleafrly, itf iot quite, eiloiigh rurtilar troops
in time Territory to give to [Ime iiimabitami ts stueh security itS they ought to
expect fromt the Geineral Goverinimient, (to afl;)rd whliCil inothIiilg shall lie
omitted onl iy part, or (flat of thie troops I comiiianid.) I ani tiow about lo
return to 'I'mampa Bay to attend to rny dtmies in that qmarler. rThiere I she'll
be happy to hear from your excellenicy. anled to conniimiicate as well as co-
operate wiilh you il aiiy measures for tile sahiy of tile citizens of tile T'er-
ritory.

WVitli great respect, 1 have the honior to be, your excelleiicy's most obedi-
ent servalit,

z. rAYLOIOR
Btrevet Brig-. Getz. U. is. A. Coinmaud7ij-tfig,,r

To His Excellency the GoVErWSOR or FLOItI 1JA.
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H1EAD(QUARR iitS, AwiiY 01 TilE SOU'rtT,
ort Bmrooke, A xtpritst 8, 18:3S.

Si it: I have lie honor to inforin yout that Ljieittviiaint Colonel ("reen has
jilst becen atithoi zed to call ii pon yomir exci elincy fbr si clh fi)rce as linmay
dcinnt a cessary for iile protection of' ic iniihlabitants of Midd le 1Florida, to
serve o01 foot or on htorselback, as in his opi imon iay he most advisable By
instri-;ctions frorn thlie Secretary of War., received last ritai , suich torce rinlst be
ntitstert'd as d rawriltted inilitia. I hMLd hoped that thwart part of the Gth infait-
try tinder comrnanid of ('Captain Hnitter, to,ether with the volunteer force, re-
cenitly taken into service west of the Sit vaitee, wotild have heetn stlliieiCnt
to have aflorded ample protection to onr cit izens in tHat section of country,
as it has heetn frini the tine Alnjor D)earbortt was placed ill com)milanld,
to the late trnrgical occilrrence. I flatter myself, however, that, with such
militia force as Colonel Green may require, anid wvhiich, I mnakle no doubtt,
youir excellency will )romptly furnish, lie will succeed in capittirilng and
destroviing portions, if not tile whole, of Ille Cncritv.

I will etndeavor to hlave a personal interview with voui, if possible, ill tie
cotirse oF ten or fifteceit uays, to constilt nipo tile best neanis for tile presetit
ai(d fiuitre proti ction of the country, and the best niethod calctulated llr dri-
vilr thll( Idilans thierefroiti.

Vithlith ilg respect, your obedient servant,
Z. TAYLOR,

BRrevet Bflig. Gen. 1U. NS A. co/luman(L/Iilg.
TO His Excclleucy Governor CAI.L.

TALLAHASSEE, Atutgust 17, 183S.
Sit 1hIive jst received vonr letter of the Sit instant. with iwli I am

hliihilyv turai ified. The safety of this frontier reqti res that the comimiandingc
ollicer sloti liihe invested within tile antihority wvhtich voln have conferred oil
ljienteiaui! Cloloiel Gr^een, anid I shalllhe ready at ill times to conmply wvith
his req'iisition. IiI anticipation of yotir approval ol the ineasuire, before the
receipt of youjr letter, anid after thle recent runrders olttie froittier, I or2*rat-
ized a fi)rce f.ir its protection, wvhiich I hope will be adequate to thle service
reqIuired. ''hrotugh (lie cotirtesy of 'olollel Green, these troops have been
trollipily sitppllie'd, atnud the a pprelh nsionis of tie exposed settlers have beei

(oieted hy their presenece. 1 ltd lie arrived sooner, onie fainily at least wvotild(
have heelt savod froin butchery. Oti tIle first appieasrance of danger. I or-
deredia delachrvleiat of voluniteers, raised for the occasion, to take t position
at the lowest settet nient ott the ( )cklockiiev river, as a guard for thiat fron-
tier. Thiev repaired propnptly to the station assigned them, but, owing, to
the refusal of the q-Itartertniaster to forntish thei with stitpplies, and thle silb-
serllont reffusal of Major D)earborn to receive then into service, they were
coinrpelled to retire. ln consequence of' vhich. thle Indians afterwards at-
tackld aid n-murdered the ft rily at the very house where these troops were
slatii 'ned. I feel every confidence ill the belief that, under title authority
now con fcrrvd on Colonel Grecen. vith his zeal for tile service, few inistan-
ces of the kind will agrain necur. Active aid energrelic operations are iio'v
iii progress by the rvmlar troops anid volututeers tinder the cornmand of
Colonel Greetn, agaitist the foogitive Creek Indians ; auid I hope, in a short
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timre, tle will he destroyed or driven from their present position. A few
davs siice, sonl! 30 or '14) of tiweti rohlitid twn h1ou1ses tit tile Appialahicola.
riVer. it s11 a party of. mount d nien, in irior. ii miniber, gave act ivYe pn r-
su it and succeeded iu rera litirinz nearly all tile property they had phlii-
durvd; but tihwir lorce w:Is not stfficient to enialle thenti tot pursue the cuetny
tnary1 etV-elistttance. anid they were compelled to return. Nit only the
safety of the fronfivr settletlienlts, lifit tile evil cxaiplie which they l)resent
to the *Arplai cieola ljhinds, reqit ires that tihe Creeks shoulId lie destroyed or
expelled front thlmir neii-rhebrhmuod without delay. . 1 have jiust returned from
t ViSit to tile bands I filldfici llgrcgel illy at rtreseit, ivelldiisposed.and
they professa willin:Mess to eigratlie otl thie '2l tl O)ctober, thie time 1tipu hited
in the treatv. Blitt il lime (reeks call hold ou1t aranist us, and are permitted,
witih imipumitv. to pluilder and d(estrov almost itt their presence, we have
reasOns to apprelletd that thre Ai.alachiicola Itdintis ill, whell urged to
remove, reinforce theni] with ott( hiudred warriors no. less desperate tlian
thelcli~lves. I think it, therefolm. Ilnil&V important thalt the tmost vigrorouis
pursuit of tihe Creeks be continued. until they are captured or destroyed. I
would also snugest tile rormrity of staitioninig n respectable force ott the
Apalachmicola river, in the neitlhorhood of tihe Indhiatu tobwis, a short time
before the day appointed for the rcnoval of these itdians. to be employed
against them if necessary. '1 hi's force might be fiurtnished by the regular
troops or volInteers. I anri gratified to learn that yonn propose visitingthis
place I shall be happy to see you. tiad will postpone mv intended tiip to
Watslhimcrton until alter. your arrival, antilotlilg I had inmetided to set ont on
Thuirsdav next. The frontier. with the defence of which Colonel Green
is chart ed. extends froni the Apalachicola to the Sitwatmee, a distance of
More th in 15ff miles. Togrive it protectioti. tite troops tinder his co'nrnanrid
mntt ttecesserilv be cxtenided alontir tihe whole limie ilt such numniers as will
en mble themil to drive off ihe small hands into twichte hrdians are divided,
and cover the most exposed seltlettemmts. Itt doitli this, there will seldomn he
more titiail ome compatuyat anty statioti. and generally a march smaller force.
Tallaliassee heilttr a central positiotI, attd onte fror wvhence orders mnav be
mi1ost cOtivenlietilly sent. ;ind reports received, .1 have recotmmnended Colotnel
Green to mtaike lis Hleadqttarters at this place, viliclh will, no doubt, mffeet
with your approbation.

1 am, very respectfiully, yotr obedient servant,
R. K. CALL.

Gen. YZ. TAYLOR.
C'ornmmnidin army of Florida.

HEADQUARTERS, AnmiY OF THE SouTH,
: 'l'lalnumste, Fl~orida, -4i -ust. 2U, 13S.

- GOVER;nOR: At the moment I was leaving St. foark'sfor this place, yes.
terdav, voitr letter of th° 17th instant, it: relaiio0 mttrdets recently coin
mitted on ouir citizens by tiee hmidialis. was handed mje;. in reply to which,
1 have to state that time measures adopted by volt 1 was gratitied to learn
had restored. confidence, arid qitie'etd ife aprehet.isions of the froritier
settlers on thle Geklnckiuey anld in that direction, and, I flatter .tyself. will
prevent similar occurrences.
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It ixlid been hoped bv myself, as well as by my predecessor, that tile six
comiipaanies of' infilrinrorder d to ti is part of Florida, arid moeastral)ly placed
lrder yotur directionrWould Iiave giver tlie necessa ry protectioni to tile per-

sons arid,)ropertv of the inihlaibitiawt ini this qirirter: hence instructions
were given to Alnlnor l)earborn, commandhihg west of the Suatnce, riot to
receive any additional militia force to those already in service, utiless, iii
his o)iiiioll, it was absolutel y i cessa ry to do so lor tile itnirredlate safety of
that portion of country urinder his orders ; hiich iristruct ion I felt bounid to
give himn, from inst niction s recci ved fron gelneiral hreadiquarters. 'T'luere-
lore, no blame can l)e rigfitly attached to that valutrable officer. Br it iriatters
;Iaveitonfrtru niately cliha I,ied sinrie thfat pe riod ; arid I trust t fiat cverv tileatis

in on r power, both reutilar andr Ilitia, xvill be used against the enemi,
until lie is captured, destroyed, or driven from tile country. 'I'hey are now
broken tI) inrto sniall parties, and scattered from the Apalachicola ro Florida
points, and from tile Golf of Mexico to tIre Okefenrokee, in Georcria. secretitig
themselves ill (to the white nian) al most imipenretrable Swallips rmird 1lialtl-
mocks, troni wvuicln they rally anid destroy every defenceless faniiilv and ol-
suispectirig traveller that falls in their way ; irirrnedialely after wwhich they
lyv iro their fiaistnesses and hiding-places ior security, wviere we Irave been
seldoim able to follow and overtake thren. 'lihis description of' warfare, tlre
most tron blisoir e, vex1tioLs,. and d ustressi ng, (beinri waged onl liel)less
voiniell and children,) is now carried ol, riot oniiv arotilid tile greatee or-

tioti, a0(d through tile centre. of tile settled l)arts oi tire country, b)t extends
alona tire borders, and into the State of Georgia. Had these tindiain towns,
villages, or rabi nations, which they would delelid, or could they be brotgiit
to battle, at every disadvalitnuge, in their swamips and hammocks, the war
would soon he brotiglit to a close, no mnatter at what sacrifice of hle on the
part of the officers aind soldiers of tire regular artny serving ili Florida, as
well as on the part oh a large portion of tile citizens of tire Territory * which
sacrifice, I feel confident, would he cheerfully made. Blit, unfortunately,
tire policy of these people is rrow to keep oit of' our way, which the nantuire
of thte country enables them to do, leaving, it to the climate to fiaht their
battles, wvhichi has proved riore fittal to the white nian than the rifle arid
scalping-knife, and, consequently, is more to be dreaded ; and if' nature has
so organized then: as to make then fleeter of foot thain the wvhite man, and
give them a country where they leave rio traces when they fly-if we can-
not overtake them, it is omr nrisfortunie, and not ouir fault.

Under this state of things, I have sutrigested to the department the pro-
priety of employing thle bloodhound of' ilba, with several Spaniards
accusnoriied to manatgle thorn, to aid us in ferreting out the energy, to be
used alone as trackers to enable us to cormre tip vith them; and 1 wvotld be
glad to have your opinion in regard. to this measure, and, if approved, your
iritluenice in carrying the same into effect, iii the first instance, barely as an
experiment. I would also be glad if you wvould conirnoricate your views
as to the urrinher of Indianis west of the Stuwanee, other thanr those in tile
Okefenokee, including tihe ruinawvav Creeks, 'l'aflahrassees, arid tire Appalachi-
colas ; designating the niumber ol' warriors in each hand, the position they
occupy, and the number of' troops necessary to drive them from the neigh.
borhood of the settlements; and the several points to concentrate the forces
for the object in question, as well as any other views you may think proper
to communicate in relation to the sanie.
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Coloitel Green wvill make his headquarters (as you suggest) in this Place,
anid will consult with you from time to tinie, and adopt such measures as
mIWV he deeined necessary for the security and protection of the pCersoIs
arid property ol the citizens of' Middle Florida.

I have tine honor to be, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
Z. TAYLOR,

Brevet Brig. Gen.., U. A. A., commrianding.
His ELxcellency R. K. CALL.

IALLAIIASSEF, Auigust 21, 1838.
SIR: The deep interest I feel in the termination of the war with the

Seminole Indians, and the length of time through which it has been
protracted, induce me to address you onl the subject, and to offer such stig-
gestious for its future prosecution as have been presented to my view from
ani attentive observation of its whole progress. It is now near three years
since the commencenmennt of this harassing and disastrous conflict; and
although many battles have been fouglit, and many of tile enemy have been
killed or captured, a force still remains which, from the nature of the
country, no less than from the character of the enemy, forbids the hope that
it will terminate, under the present system, without a long and contained
strutle, a vast increase in the loss of life, and expenditure of the public
treasure. In (he progress of this war, our best generals and the best ap-
pointed armies have been enmploved wvith little success, although all has
been done which skill, energy, and urntiring perseverance could accomplish.
T1'he object which we sought has not been obtained. So far from removing
the Indians from the land of their nativity, our frontier settlements have
receded before the fire and sword of the enemy; and his dominion has
been extended over a large scope of country, from which the white man
has been expelled. T1he destruction of the houses and other property of
our citizens has caused them to retire farther into the interior of the settle-
ments, to seek for shelter and for subsistence. They cannot, like the sav-
age, feed on roots and game, with no other covering than the heavens to
shelter then. Such, too, is the situation of our soldiers; without the food
to which they have been accustomed, they are unable to perform service.
riTheir supplies are procured from a distance, and are carried into the inte-
rior with great difficulty and expense. The most secure hiding-places of
the enemy cannot be penetrated, except on foot: hence, the provision of
the soldier must be carried in his knapsack; and when his supply is ex-
hausted, he is compelled to retire from the want of food, leaving the enemy
in undisturbed possession of his native fortress. It is not from numbers,
superior bravery, or skill in the use of arms, that the Seminole has thus long
been enabled to resist our power; but from the nature of the country which
he inhabits, the difficulty of procuring supplies for our army, the effect of
the climate on his pursuers, and his art and success in evading pursuit.
Experience has taught him that he has only to avoid battle, and the most
numerous and best appointed army, conducted with all the skill and energy
necessary for success, will be exhausted and subdued by the fatigues and
privations of the march. Secure in his ability to evade pursuit, the passage
of an army through his country excites but little apprehension: he knows
that, from the want of supplies, it must soon retire, leaving him again



undisturbed master of tile field. lie hias already experienced evlry calamity
but tire loss of life ; his nation has been broken and dispersed into small.
fugitive [muds ; his villages and houses have been burnt, Ills fields laid
wristc, liis cattle destroyed. But the ravages of the wvar have left hiln an
urisubdued wvanderer, arined for destruction : every swamrip and every hamn-
nirock gives Iimn shelter arid gives him food. Thlie vild potato, tile wild
arrow root, the cabbare tree, tire palmetto, and the brier-root, everywvhere
abomind: from most of' these flour is extracted, by a simple process, which
furnishes a wvholesomie rind nutritious tood. T'Tie woods furnish him with
garine, and the wvaters witlr an inexhaustible supply of fish: hence, Wtanlt and
fitririiie, the attendant conisequrerices of in vasion in every other country anrd
with every other people, have no terror for lhin. The spontineoenis products
of nature supply hilm with abundant aicd congenial meals of' srrbsistence;
tile swamps arrd ranirnrocks are his barriers of defence ; and, while he flies
before irrvasiurr, his subtle stealth and cnntiing enable hirii to surprise the
unwary traveller, and r' visit the frontier settler with destructiwii: when
least expectedly, thern is hir t:ost to be feared. And now, alter a sariguinary
conflict of near three v'. is--after our army has swept over every portion of
thle enemy's country. w.i1d every lhut arid village has been destroyed- there is
not a family alongr our wvhole line of' settlements, for nrore rthir two hunl-
dred miles in extent, that is not nightly expo ed to destruction ; and scarcely
a 0reck passes by witiomut addinio to tire lonrg and melancholy list of' those
whio have perished by tire hand of the savage. My observations on tile resrilt
of tIhe measures heretofore pursued for the removal of' tile Inidians have
brought nme forcibly to tIre conclusion that it cannot be accourplishled with-
out a change of policy, so loncg as they are deterninired to resist. It is not
by tIre rrmarch and couritermiarcih of armies through tIre enemly's country
that he is to be expelled; for lie has only to conceal himself for a few days,
arnd tire armiy, exhausted( with fatigue and liunger, retires before imini with-
out tlre fire of a grun. The forest must be subdued before the enemy can be
finally conquered; every inch of grouird taken from. hini must be firmly held
by permanent settlers, who will cultivate tire soil ard make the wilderness
their ionie. Lender this svstemw1, there is every reason to believe that the savage
woulId gradually retire before tie approach ofthe civilized manl; that fie would
be compelled to abandon every portion of the country which is susceptible
ef cultivation ; ail(d if lie should still seek shelter in tile barren waste and
inhlospitable everglades, title production of the soil of' the interior world fur-
nisi an, abundant supply for the army at convenient points wvlile operating
against hliml.

For thle purpose of carrying this plan into execution, I would respectfully
suggest the expediency of locating military colonies, under thle superintend-
ence and direction of' the comnianding general, on all the public lrnds of
tie peninsula, where the body is sufficiently large to support a population
capable of defending itself against the inroads ot the enemy. Each colony
or settlerirent, in the first instance, should be located in a healthy position,
and in villages. The houses to be constructed in such a mainner its to give
and receive mutual defence and protection to each other; the men should
be required to perform niilitary dirty wvihin certain limits; and for the first
year, or so long as their safety may demand it, they should he required to
cultivate in common, and a portion of them to be constantly prepared for
defence. During the first year, tire colonists who should joini the colony
and enrol themselves with the commanding officer on or before a day cer,
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tain, a:i d cot:tinne to perform 1h is di:t v fi il:fsidly, sh ould he entitled to re-
ceive pay aiid rntiolji as the soldiers ofl theIIariy. TIhey should he s1n1ject
ill tvery ru spec to the rules ind articfles of xvar. and be liable to be tried b)y
at comirt-iarlial for insulbordination or other oflences and after two years
habitation arid cultivation, tiad o11 the finally. ernigratioli of the Indians, on
thle ctfificateof the commaniln dimir geniural, or other officer placed over theim.
that they have faitlihilly perbirined all the dtiles required of' them by lavw,
they shall he eniltled to it gratit in foee siniplm e of oICe quarter sections of arable
la: id, to in clideIas near as possible the inipro veieieints mnade by thle colonly
the rijit of vaca ildividiual to he decided by lot. A further encourage-
iieit to emigi(riation1 atid settlement mi hilt be given by it prospective pre-
eript it Inhv, coilferrimuI ra ii'2t to purchase, at the Governrment price, one
qaIler sc teitin of' the pu iblic Iall(3, on all able- odied xvhite males wvho wvo0ild
actnually st uile on or bewre a giviI day, and contfilltic to in habit and cilui-
vate the said tract of' lindt alltI the finial emigrration of the Seminiole In -

dina s. Ik;ach settler uiider tilis law should he exen:ipt from any other than
the ordiliary duties of a citiz(eni, hut lie should l)e required to produce the
certificate of' the coiminatdmig officer of the district to prove tile tilmne and
coritiima nlce of hic, setilemei a ied inmprovenielit. Under this encouraremnzit
to enilgra ilon:, I feel the 11tmiost confidence hat, in less than-l two years, there
wonl I nOt)he a restinu-place loir the Indians north of the evergaides; antd that,
ivhell collfined tothalt UIlwholesome and comiifortless regrionI if they Are not
exhausted by disease or hinfiniie, they will be contented to denigrate froni a
country which can otter theim no enjoyment. I entertain no donbt huit that
the adoption of this measure would be attended with entire success; that
it wold save thousands of' valuable lives, and millions of' pulthic treasure.
While thle colonies are, formingr, arid until they are enabled to defend themi.
selves, I would employ a sufficient military force, to escort the seitlers in
safeitv to their new horries, to guard tile settlements, and drive the enemy
into the everglades ; and, instead ot extiatmsiiig, the treasure of the Govern-
flent, anmd de.,troyinig the nrmijy by firuitiess anld uinavailing marches, in the
vain effort to overtake atnd destroy thlen: xvhen pursuit is hopeless, I xvould
endeavor to keep ti i:l iln that, inrilospitable region as long lts they nlmo-lit
prele'r it to the coniltry assigriid then ii the west. By oectcpying healthy
positions in the adjacent coumitrv, xvith nmiliarvposts, aiid cuftting oft' all con-
niullicalionis with triidors xvho hlave aid iniay continue to stipply their wants,
they wvotlilt be compelled from necessity to emigrate. Froin :in datta ill my
possession ani I able to foirm a correct estimate of the number of Inidiains
yet rerithiiaii n in tile cotutntry; btt I [lhave beeheved that their force, aS well
ns their cinaraicier, hts beern, and still is, calculated too low. I have given
you hatily mv views of rite best mode of expelling them ; but I shall be
happy to affbrd youi every assistance in my poxver to prosecute any plan
which tmuay be adopted to relieve the country from their presence.

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
1R. K. CALL.

General Z. TAYLORl,
(Jonnanldding t/e army of Florida.

WASH INOTON, October 4, 1838.
SIR: I WMS plens d to ilear, from the conversation I had the honor

of holdin- with you this morning, thilat you had already anticipated the
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propnsilion which I had offered for re establishing the inlh.bitants of Florida
wvho have been driven froin their homnes by the Indialls.

'T'here is every disposition oQl the part of tlat portion of the people to
ret!mri to the cillivationn of' tire fields from w iiclh tli ey hi ave beell so lon r
baniished. arind to contribute every thing in their power, in aid btth of the
otleirsive awid defensive irreaisures of tihe Governmerit. agaimist the comnnmonl
eAlellnv. 1 )nringr tire present year, maily of themr, at ithe hlzmrd. of their
lives and1 of all they had left from tire ravagres of the enemy, rettirtled to
their former places of residence, and planted their crops ; hut, after they
were inore thanr half made. th y were comnpelled to retire before the enemy,
anid ;ibInidoni the fruits of their lahor. Th'is, however, would not ave oc-
ctirred nider a proper mrilita ry orgaznizationi, which wvould have criveii nau-
trial a id and protection to each other.

Thre qi iantity of land prepared for cultivation on the frontier, partienal rly
ill tile corirties of (olnrribia and Alah(nira, iircllidinlr thle planItatiotls ot tile
large priprietors which hi ave- been abandoned, (and will not, p)robalnl y, he
Occurpi ed arid cultivated by slaves diurimgr tire continuaitace of the wvar,) is
srifficierit to afford enilopyvnment arid support for a number of rinei, not onlv
rdelqiate to their own deience, bt1) for the protection of tire frontier. 1y
oce pVili his section of country, tile Indianis would be driven withininmore
narrow li;,its, arid would he greatly discoririged by seeing that wvhiich they
haid corq ierud restored to tire Possession of tile white linln. Another aid.
vanitrige which wotild result to the Governnmenit from pi-irsuing this Ilmeasulre
would be the qrintiiy of grain which wVotild be raised in the country con-
vilrear to tile seat of war, iii the event of another calDmpaigin, and the su1b.
sistenice Wh : oilrd be thuis firiiisired for an increased crn;igrationr durillr
ariorhler yea,

For Itie ptirrpose of carrying this plan into execution, I propose that Geln-
eral Hlernanrdvz, or siuch other officer of the Florida militia ris may he des-
ig-nlted fr that service, he authorized, under the orders and direction of the-
coiniuirrtilding Leneral, to receive into the service of the LTnited States, for
t\veive niorrths, iuiilss sooner (iscscar-ged, such able-bodied men (not to ex-
ceued a brigade) in East Florida as mrray enrol themselves, inclrjditl!r the
pireseuit frontier settlers, and such as have been driven frolir their homes, or
others wvho are wvilling to locate themselves onl tire litre of defence, Ihat
the owners of plantridiorts, if they think proper to reoccupy them, shall be
reinstated in possession ; rind those who have none shall he locate d onl any
wniSte or unappropriated lrird~iWhich rr;ay be prepared for cultivation : that
the whole force, thils organized, shall hie regiularly mustered into the service
of the Urrited States ; shall be entitled to receive the pav, rations, arid for-.
age, usually allowed to officers and ieren in the service of tile Government,
and shall constitute a defence for the frontier from the Atlantic to the Sn-
wanee river, arid as far south as tire Withilacoocirie and Newv Snyrna on
the seaboard: tlhnt all the said force, which can at any time be spnred from.
military operations within the limits here prescribed, shall be kept constairtly
engaged in this service; they shall be divided into companies, or such de-
tachirieuts as will he sufficient to give them security against the attacks of
the enemy, and shall rendezvous aild encamp at such places along the line
of frontier ns may be designated by the commanding general, or the imme-
diate commanding officer, whenever it may be deemed unsafe for them to.
reside-at their honies: that the labor of cultivation and the dities of the
field shall be distributed as nearly as possible among the different indi--
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v]idirals, and. each shall have, tis far as .praeticalae, (lic b)ciiefit of hjis own
jldor : bult that. (licy siall at all finiies, whietdr (iigraged ijll inilitary service
or ini (tlUniNti(on, hie subject to the orders ofttliir supleriors in office, anid he
gt!overiLd by tle riles and articles of war. Suclil a force as t1his, organized
oitl1hue jiltin rjr4op ed, would soon le.ltire tIW oplaltion 'vhich has lbeen.
dri tev Iroin the voulntry, alid would form a poweriuil aixiliary to tie iarmily
(1flolIvi d ill j rosecutiio, thil Wi r.

For thie delfeetit'f tile froniuer of,1liddle Florida exteiidinx from tlie
Stuwanive to the (O)ckhcky. I propose urganizatizoln of al battalion, Onl
tIe satmie principle, to consist of foutr hliuidred uJoinited mtnll, under tle coin-
niansid of a field officer. This force would hle sufficient, "and should be re-
quired, to drive ont and keep (tle Indians entirely beyond the Sluwance.
'I'llis sect;moi of country being, too rcinote flroii tle seene (if active operatiols
to enatile.1the conmma1iiitig. ,reijiral to give it hi'm attention and protectionl
which it has anud nmust require so bougr as hlostilitios continue, I would re.
spectfillysugrest time propriety of continugiiai oflicer of rank ofilie United
States arniy ill colnnilamd of that frontier, wvitli alutlhority to receive into ser-
vice, from till to timle, such force as lie may deem necessary for defensive
operationsl.f Lietitenanit Colonel Green, of tle 6th infantry, could be cou.
tfltled on diat fronjtier consisteiiily wilti tile interest of tlhe service. hle would
not *.nly lhe very ellicient, bint would give general satislitction anid confidence.

I aill, sir, very, resjiectfully, your obediejit, servanlt,
R. K. CALL.

1-Ion. J. R. POINvSETT,
&crelary 1JI Ver.

TALLAnIASSLE,, Decemnbclr 9, 1S3S.
MY DEAR GE.NAER L: I returned to this place onl lie 7th instant, and

hlad tle pleasure of receiving your ILtter oh tle 22d tnltimo, with its enclosure.
I have exanjintd your plan, of operations with great interest, aud consider
it decidtely the best which can he adopted, under thie circumstances, for
lhe prosecutiotl of tle war. It is certainiv desirable, as far as practicable,
to curalil all llmllmecusaily exi;eli e,bi t7 o far as the safety of our fellow-
ciltizenls is concermied-0o far us it is required to salve thje lives of helpless
wonivii auid childnrefn-I kmiow you will alglree with une that-the expenditure
of nnonuey cilailot he retarded. Yoillhave, indeed, a most arduous task to
* erlOrni in prosecuting tie war, and at the saine tiimie to give the necessary
protection to our extensive and exploed frontier; and, with all your enemies
amid luntringpiroveriullice, I lear you will encounter inuch difficulty in ac-
:conmplistliig, thlis desirable object. I found, on illy arrival here, a letter from
Colonel Robert Brown, of Columbia cOunly, dated ou the 24uh ulitinjo, giv-
ing tmie an auccouit of a most barbaious mliurder committed by the Indians
on. title family of Mlr. Tillinis, consistimg of himuself, his wife, and two child-
reu. This distressing butchery occurred near the Ocean pond, in East
Florida; anld, having oceaslolied great alarm to the itllabitaints, Colonel
Brown iniforms nie that he had, oil the spur of the occasion, ordered out a
company of nmiltiLa for ftle protection of the settlements. I have directed
this forec to be hkept coinstantly eruployed in service, until you slhall he able
to provide a more permanent and efficient protection. Thlis attack having
benmade within the county of Alachua, the organization and reception of



Ihe intiahltitants of'tihat section of coniitry into tile service of the United States
NvIIlld be, I th ink;, unihiiraced in tlie istilet tionls of the Secretary of War,
nider date ol' tiic SLt o( October, of' which yom have fuilmis ed me ain cx-

tract. lihon d you be of tLis o0ii union, I won l1( respecLfI1yV sri est th e ne-
cUssity of Ila vill r tile collteip lat(d oro'allizat ioll coitpleted wit hon t (dcltv.
CoonIIel B}ro wi itifornisIste thfat tile (COii CropS iII thlint SeCtiOII ate verv grood,
and thiat bu inidatit Sli)eS m1Kay he hId ill th at neighborhood. lle is a very
ijii(:tliier('it retICtillalil anid a good oflicer a:nny duty VouL mlay assi'tiu himn
will be faitlllly executed. If you could spare nn officer to go over and
orgaillize tile force oln tile froiitier iirlilCdiaitely, I think it nlost ipll)ortant.
You will find (Coloniel Brown prepared to comply vithi any requisition Voti
mav niake onl Ilin.

I should he very happy to pay you a visit, and, if practicable, will do so
wioen I knowvwhiuli anld wVhlere to find you.

Yonirs, Illiost respectfully,
II. K. GCALL.

General TrPLYLOR.

IIEAD)(lIJART'ERS, ARMY OF' 'I'll I SOU'I'IT1
Fort,, in/ J.,oo4-c, I)ead ,un's Bu, 1., Dec. IS, i 3S.

MIY D)iEAR SIR : I reached this place on yesterday, and a few lhtors after
my arrival thle steamboat brourglt Vollr letter of the 9th instmiut. I need. not
assure yotl I was highl ly (rratificd to hicar of your returnl1 to 'i'alabassee, and.
I flatter himself, in improved health.
So far as I deemi it imay be done knr tihe security of thie lives and property

of tile good people of Florida, I shall not. hesitate to call out the militia.
So soon as I heard of thle murders referred to inl East Florida, I authorized
Colollel Tw'iggs (who recoirniended thle measure) to call twvo comliparnies of
lilitia IlItO serViCeC, for the protection of their own firesides. To my suir.
rise, after tile auithorityr this gixen, I learil that lie fields itdiflicult to raise
tihen. rp'ljis is somewhat silngfular, as I have been constatitly pressedl to
organize that description of force.
He also informs me that Gaptaili Mickle's company, raised in the vicinity

of St. Atuguustine, relfuse to enter the service. 'Tlihis has caused nie to con-
tract, in a. measure, imy original plain of operations, and to order a regular
lorce to be stationed between Black creek and the G(eorgia line, which, I am
satisfied, will (rive adequate security to the persons amnd property of the
citizens it that quarter acrainst any sniall rnaraidirir parties of Indians,
should thley be disposed to attempt further muirders or depredations. Tihe
larr(est nu inber of I idians reported in that quarter is twelve ,; b .tgenerally
thlev have been stated at six Indians and a neogro. Should Colonel T'%v icros
obtain tIle services of the two coinlpanlies of irilitia, added to tile three coril-
panics of regular dragrootis ordered there, they ought to be able to ferret out
these Indialls.

I do not conceive that tile Secretary's letter authorizes mie to call the
Alachua militia into service, uliless under certain restrictions, to wit: com-

bining agriculture with military duty. I must be first assured that bolth
will bc lhithtuilly done before I can think of acting iii the case. (Certainly
no section of country has ever been so well guarded as tile county of Ala-
chuua, surrounded as it is by military posts, and troops scouring in all direc-
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ions ; nnd so soon as I lave two rposts )etweei Folrts 1"anni -ILfl and i~licainop,
vllich. In a few ditys will be dwje.) the whole of' that country ieretolore

.suiilh-d by [lie w.jtsrint y lIe reoccuipied vrithoutt t he lens t a pprehension of
(da rier.

I ain satisfi, d there have not been more thrin half a dozen Inrid ians in that
sectt tl) of contirv for se verul Inondi s past nor do I a p proiei id tdIny will
a ~t in rtonrn to deprvdntft iiponr the pf-rsons or )rope(rty oftlihe inhI abhiltI its.

I lelt T'antipi Bay on tli(d 2Sh ullliijo, and passed alongrthe Aniiiliiti't
swailip to Fori-t Cl'inchi, and thence to Fort Faninhnr, and had the coitlitry
c loselv exanriiiied oiil Ioth sides o f' the road, witd fr,,,,id no Indians lbet ween
the Witlilihtoocblie tijd 6inwanee, tnor anjy recent evidence of their prcs-
Cil(ce. I Calii p ol twe'lity six v;s oMuind in lhe Atintiltitiga, v hichi appeal red
to Con tai tiitw great e r porliOl, it Iiot0ill, rt(Iiiailintg ill ItIUt Coltitry. It is
soniewhat singgiflar. notwitlidstanding that the troops htave bcen pushed in
everyv part of the com ilrv where tile hostiles Wvere expected to be, aid where,
doubtless, a few m1av have been, skulkillir, expresses have been sent, land
hunters perniiined to go sinrgly. ard in small parties, for several months past,
tip the St. Jolhn's to Fort Mlellon, and between that arid the Atlanitic, to New
Sivnwria, ont tltli sides the Ock lawaha, ibove Fort King, to AnililtitiuaVl,
l acassa, a tid ill tllis (Iniarlter, withootni coming in to cot111il1 Willi a i single
Indiati, I ami constantly informed of murders and depredations coililiited
on our citizens tnid property in the vicinity,. witere they are tell times less
Jiiltjerotis thain ilhe whites. I shall, however, do till in my power to secure
the inialitarts, even if I am compelled to abandon, in a great measure, mly
original plan of cannpagin.
We !iave doiie nlolitig near what should have been accomplished at this

season, Owinl to the late arrival of the troops who compose mny comatid,
nirny hiavitrg arrived in the country only two or three weeks since, and are
not yet itt position, but will be in a fiew days ; and no titne will be lost in
plishitg nay operations in} every quarter whcre the enenmy may be fotlld,
particularly itear the exposed alnd frontier setilemetits. I brought with nie to
this place two cosmpflnies of thle 2d infantry and one company of dragoolns-
183 n1e1n in all-wvhIo will operate, in Conjutiction with the fith in fanltry,
Liitl the luimrriocks arid swarmps between Sn. Mark's and the Suwaniee are
penetrated irt every direction. A uwinimand will leave here to scour between
telis ind St. Mark's to-morrow or iiext day, arnd I hope will succeed in cap.
turing, desirovirig or driving from that qnlurter any Iridianis who may be
there. I shall relwin here a few days, and will then proceed to examine
the country, mitd give suich directiotis as may be necessary ; and it will give
me the greatest pleasuire to ineet you, although I cannot say how long I will
remaiti il atiy pirtictidar place, although I may remain in Middle Florida
somne twelve or filteeni days.

Accept the assurances of my high consideration and esteem.
Your frietid, &c.,

Z. TAYLOR,
Brev. Brig. Glen. U. S. A. commanding.

His Excelletcy R. K. CALL,
(Governor of Florida.
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TALLAHASSEE, December 29. 1838.
MY nD:A Slit: I have received your letter of thle Ith instant, and

regret very much to learn that there has been anv delav or untwilliuianess
otl tile part of the militia of East Florida in fiurn ishling the tsvo companies
required by (Coloniel Twigugs. I presume, however, that his requlisition,
couid not have been made onl the officer comninlading the mniilitia of C(o-
Ituribia county, wvlere the murder mentioned iln my letter of thie 9th
instant was coitriitted, arid where, I am-i assutred, that almost everV man
capable of hearing arms is ready to enter the service whenever required.
Itrmy letter of the 9th instant I informed yon that, in anticipation of your
approval, I liad, on beilln inkforimed of tile late murder in that counitty, or.
dered Colonel Brown, ef Coluimbiat coUntIt, to raise a cormpay from his
re(rinient for the defence of the exposed settlements. Youi do ziot inform
me expressly whether or not you accept of t(le services of that compailiv
but, from the general tenor of your answer, I presu te vou do not. tavincg
neither the meals nor the disposition to keep in the field any troops which
miav be unnecessary for defietisive ineasuires, I shiall order tils cotpatty, as
well as another subsequently called out in that county. to be disbanded.
Having called tiesc men into service iii consequience of the muilrder of four
persons, (comniitted by the [tidians in the neighborhood,) lunder the all
thority of thle law which requires true to order out the militia in cases of
invasion, I liave to request youi will cause then to he mustered and paid
for the short time they will have beern in service. H nd I the means of pay-
ing anid stlibsisitigr thle militia, I would at once orcranize the whole frotitier
force for defence; for it matters not how ilUtinerous, efficient. atid (rallanlt
may be the force in the field, the filct thazt murders are still committed onl
the inhabitat, ts is the best proof that they are not siifficientlv protected
aend tile militia, with arms il their hands, alld under at military ortattiza-
loll, would certai ily be nmich better prepared to deft-nd themselves anrld
licir families thian ihey are without t tItem. You a.re(, however, better ena.
bled thalti myself to former at correct opitniot of the necessity of tilis inea-silrt.
arid I have every confidence ill yotir doing all ilvonr power Ior the defence
of tile settlements.

Yours, respectfully,
R. K. CALL.

Gen. Z. TAYLOR,
Comanindit -g army of IYlorida.

IHEIADQUAtI!i-xiS, AItIrI v OF THIE SOurTI,
Deadinrtti's aly, January :3, IS39.

vlY DiAR Sil: I have this moment recetvAd ytor letter of tile 29tli
tilt ito, on iny arrival at this place from the Econften y river. In relation
to the militia wvho have been called into service in Collittihia county, the
snl ject of mustering- them, so as to entitle thjem to cotiulpilsatiol, will h)e
referred to Colotel 'Twit-r-s, corliliatider ill tiat quarter. To prevent ditli-
CUl;ties as regards payrmne-nts for thle tilne to Cormle, I hope tle a.llinIg Out of'
thIe ti lit ta will Ihe lelt to tihe proper aUthority, uItless in Frreat emergencies.
Whenever, in your opinion, such calls are necessary, 1 have. to ask you
will comrmunicate w ith me on the subject, anId I will inost, cheerfully meat



youjr VieIvWS wolilever I do'em it advzisalle t (d1o so. I iliforcllod yolu, iln mlly
ivtv!rot t!h'e isth,i~h. t iIald put thle troops Iininotion to scour thle collitry

*ill every diructiomi from dii.i po int bet wefi i the Suwa nee a l the Ucila
rivers. 'taiaiil Fio'wleml' ()ipliV of dragonos have:oxaitpVlluitd 1the cclmn-

:ti around the iead of ilwF'Estezilhjlachec as also tbeen t mis poilti antdl
the- 8.1'-;1Ct.~;t. tjittIle11 df,If itriltilIZ 11o(1st ol 11it lIa )vnoks i11 bothi
direct uns,. 1ithut, i r hostilis. It iS, however, elvidenlt. from the
SIriISIllt'. let with.:till[.tireieditis have passed the siminwr o E: the ks.
teels latctlko anssid t uadjact iIl IhtaiIocks, which they lhav recetilly tlbl1-
t161 ;I1d,than iln ajJV part bf Floirda thlis side of tile h issinlee. Ma1ojor.
Ntelltd t ()in tIitiI'2th ultilmo, with Mt ineni. by land. allt waviar, to SCOt r tile
hatinilliocks.l; lst~between this ani3 thile FitihllowiyV. alid to OstatI iSilh a srnnll,
de.poL onll thle latter, where 1 join(d him otl thle 27th. Major Noel was told
l) a1l Itndiaii 'sCOut that .a iarge mii niber of Indians were ill at IamM ck
ine r b11ll2, aind advised lhinl nlot to attack theni until reieiforced: which in-
fIirnlluloll received while ) mivyway tohis.caip, wiere 1 arrived next
e'Vellin, D eccnher ;7th ; and (iaptai Kinitgshurm's comiitiv of 2d infantry:
haviija. arrived olt thle 2t110i, Ho1 men inder hiq. commanti etitered the ham-
nmoc k rieterred to, Where' th-ey foutid a large carmip of' Indians, (slupposed
a*olt lu) 1ullt0, wollell, hc.,) , alter a charge by our troops, fired otie
or t.;o rifles Withoutt (1oitrnity ilujury, and fled ill every direction, leivini-
dt1l tilicr eillipare, COns ttinot' axeS, kettles, skitls, clothing, &c., as well
;S jiow0t (I thir prosvisiolis (11 the spot, SoneC of which Were iLeihlr cooked
al tli ili1le. TheC COmimnland lprsiued tihein mitiltilie trail wastwilittirely lost
whn. tley retimrid Ito caul, where preparations were. araiin mide to pur
snc the iiUntiil thlev are driven from the country. I regret I could inot re-
ilalin hfn'rer in tIat (lliarteril;bt hlinvingu received letters front Golol Il IF iln
ttIrI,- OrCtllatilcr Jltetitmi tihe Ocklawalia and St. John's. that tV( Itrtre
hodicsof 111(fidillS were assembled in that (lUarter, anidi urgirr me to viqit
F4r;t K i g without delav,- wlere e co isidered my presence absolutely lie-
cs ar.ir 1amI i thusfiLtr on niy way, altlhonlgh I fear he haS been lIiSill
forillned.oll tie subject, as I do iot believe atmy considerable body of llndians
.ali COnceIltrat,o.r hllave concentrate(d, north of tole tissimee ; bitt should
his ilnforlatioll lhic correct, 1 shall lose no tinie in disper'snm themt or bring.
)in thel it) hattie, if thiey (riV eflle *ai opportunity to do.so.l'he force left
bu)tmweil Ile: Su'Wa1nle lild ralialasscc dud thle arrangements made, .1 1;iel
:;;t'i~fii'd \Will althrd ample protection to thc exposed ilnhabitants of. Leon
altlislt;,iand Jw:1fersoti collitie and will, in a very short time, succeed .ii

Urlvi-' tin' elnemny from tIeIsae.
I ''t.X (lng-res.s wrill trive land to persons wvho will settle and defend it
tili cit.closu of tile Wair,Wljielmwill eniable uS to carry out the p1litis ipro

posi d blv' Vlol. Should Cow--reCs do so, I shall eotmrmuuilicatc evili. you
uieelvItt~l;.iU shall. expect vour aid to (nlo tile tO carry thie Plan into

W it respcct and esteern, your friend truly,
Z. TAYLOR,

-rev. Brig. Geus. U. S. A. commanding.
His Excellencyv R. K. CALL,
:ov::merr oJ Florida.
:. S.-If the Indians in the liatuniock were as nunierous as stated, they

niust l.e tile Indians w1ho passed tile summer ott Estectihatclice, or those
wvho ran from Apalachicola last sutnimer.



The viesvige,roOf his cXcellveicy the (iuver/nor, setit lo thie -.t fleondaey, as(I)llowts':

I/'tl ii/i~tis.su , I't 6rlhit'y 7,I ,"

'Tl'tIe NcNYII (11 IHoise /,f cp1cs uilf ices qJ MU L'.-isbitive tlomitiil::lSN 't'i. M t;
W z

Ii cotoplial ic li\witli ; resolnli oi) of' tit, I egirjdhtiveC'0cit. I lht'ier w'itih trittismit;I op(\ ifiOd eytoresp2lt(ldeciic(e witi ('0dolo'l 1R hertBrown\vit, of (andliiir, IIt( l'IXl ot(u Ui';S 0ii), Of IAklachin Co iiiitv r(it li v totI le iit'C SS

ity of(niployii 'r mitillitia force foir the tIefionte oftliosa ceItint(es(llllfrlle. Im;st a~ltldl~ whtlitl-1 y(t. roellm~ill ltlllimid. Th'lis c' rre'I(sp)()i( ellet'(c olitailis ll

tile ordtet's 1siltet 1) til(! oil thIa1ts thll(Ct, ati d, with tilea(coti-Pi II
l r(Iortof tile stie irti ( f (_oln)ellHroWItt's r'litir-it, till fiti tis fia11t tie ifirtIlltatio I 1 posseS t-liVe( to ti, ritnlu bero of oflieers a til dII i] emu-

ployed, at d tIc lengirtI ot tile whitichi thev wreer iagedineIettsive opera.
unitslinder my orders. Tim(JoitCouci will perceive, without more specific
in
t ll~rIIe

lice o tit is
S

t hjec t, i

lel;I x iVciive cat fbril- ito corri ct est i ate of
til ,(fill witiell wotldlid rer tircd top)txy thi cse roops and defray their,( x-pe(II s w-hiie i ll service. \11 lhe cm t( lo is to1 f(.r the Coitcnni l to the( Litcs0Itim/I( spi ctiV/ ( ord eIrs ()lhlttra0t ti dcIhjSI II di ar thetli ihtia,a1l I ti h 1111111 .
ber ofltili t

ti is e otrdci' s ail ithltti zc dt o be rl iscd. W\t tItIrI ard to tIhe)I't/IwhyIIthe(y ha~v/! not bf-enl muslit en-d(all i i;d pai btilc Unsi tudStaitc. I he(>r1leaVe to refleryou to my corriesponidenice with(Geterll Taylor, whichlha;htben firit hed titide r a rcsolittoloi. andt is iow etl;OretII eLIer islative('otm-lcilI

It wvill ie soit, ftlo iii (lie l ,tters of tl eco nititanli tit1 L eiwrah,tl, itl he
dtieirieii the rzrtiarlfotico under hisantlihority sidlitititlortihe dtfleice or
tlhnco(itittV .

; 111(S t herlod e,(I(dtl: ed reeeiViiwz or mew-rilisitr t he itill.
cii1)luvida;s i the serviceof theLinit(d St rates. Howfirllt I coma;nd-iiiltreiertal wasrillit lii tis(otlcltisioi, the(Coincit may leartiIrom the
ittiither of'timtirders which occurred,atmd theiliseenrity atid alritnwhviclprevail e1l 1tlo rtigtue \\ il(le hueot ' f'rottierd tiriiZtil ela st sutnt;m r. lintNvItrthier itrig t (O r zvroi .i lie is the or-rii t ti ( ovori1it1nl it. and. wititolt t
hits
s atioctlitl 1uida pxiipp val, theu troops called itito l-rvico. bi tItnI xveli tiive,

CVen
11 ll ti-s to' thefIi.t Ltl' rgetil ttluecssi ity al (li te(I lreunt-unr-e c, willii'ttllobpadlvth ni( t i vtin do the Iawvs of'thle Territoryeompokrwer

the (G ovtr i
n fir i csc soflitiyai slto or insurti reaction, to call m it theirit ii a

ilnvaiti it-is the -iXccetive exerted evervlacultt. and evln jenpardizii lhisoIi

tpriV iv ite
l rttlit he, for timdef'Ciiccotti(eof tih onter.W\ii1mth t the titeans ofp~l'ittlleilt i~t('ll('efttlmstl't t0nf tI;ltZiitlltspo Vtati'ilu--w itliloit tilS eittllls ofp y-il

i''-tlie rn i iai)irtl Whtr I 'Mt VetIW lie zaid a i d Ofattiiit i o e. people
-the

l
ieI'C Xeciiiie is po\Vlt i

( lit dI let idi thig tite frot tler sele inrti troti the
tlmassacres niid phniidcriiisof theThetteiyPiistruth forcibly arid pai.ti
filly

ll

iistratd by the h apltess ftte of' I jASl v a (.id [is (hatigi ier, disclosed ill
('0correspion dence wiUth (..,terl TI'aylor nid lieectcrctary of Wat r. 'That

ll-fatedhimiiypresided oii the(illOcckiciey river, fiar inl advance of otherstttolcielitts. WIhien thefitigiereels!edsfld romtIeir ncamirpmrpiient ot] tileAptalaclticola.l1oreseiugr tilhe- diaterir \vitl tilIc theytiletelltied the froti-
tier, without waiiIr ti )to Cotin,.It thie commander general, who was more
thtan two hundred miniIs distant, a r'lisitioul wias made oil trie patriotic
county of' G ditckd,- which, with htir usualprolDleititndu aiid zal,ott theshorteIst. not j, sent to the post of dawrertiterilthe nier of itueti requi red.

1 67 [ 278 l



'I'These troops woerc ordered, arid accord irilyg toolo post at1 tre IouIse (f Ille
milt f iimiirhe I ;isl . A rcImt sitio)r Was tihde o tielit- 'tritd<atris ;rrPimitrr.
Iilrislir nit 'ill;lliissee for the iecssarwy irticlis of' 6Oraie ;aid suth-isltiltCe.
A 'erv small sipiIv A's at first fltrimishied. bnt, fromir the wh in or caprice of
tllis officer, a pierempliprv reflstisl asrlvterl to aII appllialtioti fl, -rtiher
spItiltis. thloll-ill ,1: public. stont-is1e1.s;it St. Markl s (itot Imrrr lnat tviti-
tv-five Iritles dhistairt) %aern filled tio ov(rivktillui \vitl (}elve a rtile ruijtirid.
lII Colst qIltCe Of tiltsli;d ial of tile aild we hIed a riizilt 1to) eXp-ct, the troops
Xire Voiripelll to retire fI r the want of sihsistriece, lIavilig this firillilv
expost d to the iercyv of' the sava&(res. Tlw itrdi;tins, nrvniiliirmr theniqvselvs of
this CiCcasili to saliate their th1irst for iiood, itdvaiited atid attacked tire
houses. e'%hiaci werelr;ively defetided bitt tlie agedL rsly and his hlcipless
(hiilliter bccta c dIem vitcliis of barblariits crelty arid his iroust aird do-

Vat.iieiairrils io itted one general Ifitieral pile 'trlgte( by tireItord ofIlie
savagel!s. Such vIas tire n ielailolv fate of tills iiil~iiI, Whten they Illighirt
have leetn siuved liv fririsinitig ile T'Ierritorial troops \vitit a few pouirtds of
tIhe ptililic pork aind bread \vhIiCh renauitred ill slore tintil datimaged byV titie
oiitd exlmi sture, arid were afIi erwa rds sold at auit l oll(it 1ccoirii t o' Itie Governr
ni11tit. I tl.lrItliiit tills as onle of tce rrarrtiv itstaimtcs which have occurred
dui iting tire lresetrt Nvar wvith, ihe Seminoles, ill which the lives of or ciii-
ze71s l ave beeir sacilifiecd, wvf ten they coulId itlve lenet protected if I hi ad
possessedi tile Illeails of sirupplyingrg such troop ps as I tniill Ihave raised, ard
which I iclieved irecessarv for the defitreeot tile frontier. I cantinot cxliress
l( yorl, gritIleireir, llre lillrlill rucrret and deep himillity I ymve exl)perieliced
Ull Ii iit OC;ocslls froim a klrolwledtre thrat tire froritier seillenei ts wvere ex.
pised to immiritinenit peril wvhtent I had Ito power (arid still have liote) to
xtend to tleirt tiece!s-ary protection. 'TIre people of tile rTerritory, Mvlerr
cxp-,aS( d to dagiler,nratrrilly apply to dlie Ex( clltve for relief; rid I allti
(omlplellh d to liear their comurplainits nanld hear their reproaches,IfMr wvhli seutlis
to thivr a treglict ofduitIy arid (disreco:ird folr their Stllniilsrgs, wheiti I at11 (ill-
1lle to ive! tlletir 1ltV tiriti g hut irly sympaiithy. 'TIre (Governlmleit of' tIre

I i t(of StIares ire; c()in i rred ui irre noir p u\wer to raise mnici thr th;e delerice
of tie frritier aid, tiroiui it anrlnrot control tIle autrhoritv I ljos:e-s lor thais
purpose tiuder the lzIavs of Iile 'Terr~!ory, Vet it holds tire pitrsestrr igs, arid

its ituiuntS iave. amid still mayv withlii(r~d 'pay a ird sri!hsiste tce fri tri those
vInrii I iavive atrd trry again fitid it lrrcessnrry t) call into service.
'Ili ri-juil tire courrtsy of the comimirrand ingi getter; I, a correspotidence has

been tnaintrained bet vueln us, andt lire beeni politely firiiisihcd wvitI ill-
trrtimnltir() with regard to tire nrioverututs of tile aritry. B3urt lie, I uiiider.
stliaid, is ui ider ito 0)l1igritiot to corfi-,r wvithIlre ottl tily sirbject tror hr as lie
delegnIred to tieaIry portilototof til(llemiiiited power itilil whi chii lie is ivlvt!Sted
to raise niet. ri li(] err tse ilir io l)e piid au jd sirbsisttd. Ili irs last letter,
daindit ileIC3d of Jatruilary, to %vhlii h I beg leave to irivile you r p;4rticirla r at-
tetirit, lie expresses a conrfideir t belief ilhat tile most airple protect ion Nvilt
he grlVql to thits torrlteriV tilre' rerrrlar troops slatioiredl %vest of tile Slrwa-
(ite. I htnve ,renit respect !or tire jri(jrierlrt arind capacity of tile conlm;rlild-

t,el nerrli, a tid hope thrat iris optloiou ol tillis sri Ibijec t nray he well ftinided
btrit sh ouilId it itrove other wise, t l te delayMvii icih wvIlrr d at tdliid tire callitnrg O(ut
of ais; portitoti flitr iijilitia for tile detiflete of tile froltier, utrder lte irrile
prof "slmsif, worriuld prove litnial to ItIose de;retidenti t orr I ris force for iprotection.
lie advises, in cases of great errietrgentcy, witeit I rtaly deetmi it niecess;rry
to call 011L tile Mnilitia, tirat I Shall address himit otl tire subject, arid, shrotrld
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lie approve of it, lie wvil give (thie measure his sanction. To illustrate the
objections to, and the iinl}roprietv ot, such a measure of defence, it is only
1nceessary to imagine the recurrence ofone of tile numerous instances of in-
va-sion and assatilt which have occurred oil the frontier. A band of the
enemy appears ill thiesparser setilenents. They commence their system of
indiscriminate slhvglhter and pillagei. The employment of a militia force
becomits indispensably necessary ; but I have neither provision nor transpor-
tatiomk, without which this force cannot move. Th'he commanding General
is at 'l'Tanpa Bay, more than two hundred miles distant. I must comilluni-
cate wvith him, and procure his authority, before the troops of the 'T'erritory
can obtain supplies from the ample stores of the Government. III the miean
time the work of death is progressing-, and a whole neighborhood may be
desolated by the enemy. Under this system, a few penurious pence may be
unworthilv saved to the treasury of the nation ; hut it is all economy wvhich
must be practised at tile expense of the blood and property of our people-
at the expense of the pride and lost reputation of the country.
How far this policy is consistent with the principles of'justice and hu-

m;aLIity-how far it is in accordance with the reciprocal obligalions of alle.
giance and protection-how fir it is compatible with the dignity of our G.;ov-
ernment-1 leave for the determination of others less interested than myself
in the security and welfare four felloiv citizens. I seek not to divide with
the commanding general the empire of defensive or offensive operations.
But my pride ats ail officer, and my feelings as a man, revolt at the idea of
remaining a passive spectator of the scetie of bloodshed which illay occur on
this frontier, without the means of affording relief, until the conmmanding
general may think proper, after all application shall have been made to him,
to open the public storehouses for the support of the militia while in service.
I repcat~agrain,: that my most fervent hope is that the commariding general
may be rig-ht in his conclusions, and that. the regu lar troops may give entire
scurilv to the frontier. Re is best calculated, from his position, to form a
correct judgment ; and his opinion is entitled to high consideration n.

But after the numerous murders which occurred iTurincg the last summer-
after the distress and suffering which was occasioned by the enemy, tinder
the same assurance of protection-we have no right to slumber in this slup-
posed security. The c.onmanding general, I am sure, as far as practicable,
will redeem his pledge, and I can vouch for his zeal and energy; but the
enemy rnriy again evade his4flurstiit, and fall upon the frontier settlements
when least expected. ietLe0`therefbre, as far as the limited resources of
the Tlorritory will pertnit -apt, prepare for the defence of our fellow-
citizens, regardless of the tr'eastire which may be expended. Beyond this,
we cannot gn. But the Government of the United States is bound to give.
all necessary protection to our people; and it is bound, by the same moral
obligation, to pay the troops of Columbia and Alachna counties, who served
unrd'r my orders during the last summer. I recommend, again, that a me-
morial be presented to Congress, setting forth all the facts of thie case, and enu-
merating the diterent tnmrderswhich were committed by the Indians. They
afford cinclIsive proof that the armv did not give the necessary protection
to the country. They justify the omploynient of the militia, and proclaim
thle justice of their demands for compensation. It is but necessary to speak
ill plain and comprehensive language - to represent our claims in a proper
light-and Congress, with its usual justice and liberality. will respond with-
out hesitation to your prayer for relied. This measure was recommended
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Ill 11M' * 33 l(ss;If1 at. tit (1 (I)Til 1.1'tit of Nou r pr slItso-sion; arill,
Ill m ost.1I lilal1il e (I I'iif)Iill (t3oll o tn (Ille thih c (*';Il- isolv(r II

I) te(r
ljr).sp)[ ot()I' rcllef. Shoihl tlhe (.hllljl ilil-lr_(1 eIllonI XoCIcltv iellt]p n'pro
|os"''I hy ileS,'o1'ti-LV ()f WVar lml' tII *xdefnc()f Ilht frontier, I)v ot~rLli'/j.lir
llsoillkl cni(al ble of hlearlinr aIrois. li13 lvIMeivi rIl ti1 HIt) ilie sOrive( of

tIl l(. !gIl(Illted "S is. I 11,;%, eveX(rvcllt(te( ill its cifie -i evaltlldTIllt s cellritv
it %omild'h;imlord hlt, With1oti0 it, I atf)lplrIl(l ;l et'lf\vIlo'11all .'e horrors
anild siilt'riitrrs %vlli'll w(reI'XpIIrie'lC'cd ol te f tilit r (IIlIi2y till, hIst still.
I Iel'. T'le w4Xlv(tiveWill er12V 1h2 rc;dy d111( Z-alOhis ili the (lis5clhal'L-re of
(WX'l' (Iiivr,;liI(J ili fx(lverise of every thIltIvir lhe Illa p)ossss fl)r the
do 'll0' of' thle colulntry; b)u I desire it to) h10 hml)ItI ll 11mi(d fit Ill, iS'll pmv-
urlcss under ilhe preslalt systeil (of dIlei'tClI, atitl ti;lt til(! 1ihmmi(j the SlateIrl-
tered wullieII aud jildreii of tl(e f'rotler ltimst flll 011 other skirts tihlal his.

0Your I; lOWv CitiZCIn,
1H. K. (ALL,

Governor f/ F1loridafi.

(CoUixmmIA COUNTiY,F') oRiA).%, Airclt 19, 1

)I:r Silt: It is lily p,;,illfill dity to ill:oriII You of llotllr I;il l-

di;(li IllIISsa;IC13eI this (0 tity. (.)!I t le l grilt of tileNC6th,; party ,f Inldl ils
Lost IlIllumaIyiiV l1tellelrI'd L 'Ir. Gcorge (ill itto. his wvi I, nmii tWVo Lll-
dreui, alld a lld le soll If o31 of Ills tlivitrmlhrs, 'Xilo was tlie're tIlmt filttil
WIisrlt: ill idl. fiVe. As sooti as ilfllflLoltiOli of thLe deed roaefidldus, et re-
a1irdf10-ti1lm'itl t o (lie place of' slaItIMllitr, atd 1, \vithl it slll prtny Of(olti-

zeus, 310ok the trail aId follomved it tiotil we hecaieo satisfied that tIey hind
filf title to leach iL (di1:11011 sSWilil) iL;r tile Wees;W12 tutu ilbillo10(1d t he-
pilrsllit Is hopleies for so fewv mill, amd reItlInied to raise 111313 for ifie

urplo IllscfIlirm- tle Svillill). WVe hlve tilL! prtOlllise of the 111(13, aLld
wvill calll Wvithill 1tt Ililles (f tll(!Il t( illirl'-O\V 11rilt anlId on tile fl(lowjvr
33iirilt I 1hop( to hIe \6viti tlelml. 1 11no disaster fl IIS, I Vill uaralll'nlty at
1aitl~tIlh;'I.'loicit of thlemll, &c. We ottiut tI liLve som11e stalidiliiglIIotr(tiOl
here. Till' L\vy (it deipcIlill t)ro111Ole vilizelIs to give frolwctioin is quitt it

p)or pniItuctionl, ,s it ctsls so0 lilchI trouble and time to collect tIlehll and
IN Sl(11 itVILl t(V(Of Cxc uses, &(c. Se veraid 13101ll hIave rl'iscd CompllLtIieS,

I)Ittili y ate tl13 willilir to) ol beyond tile lillmits oI' tlue I(otltliel to l)e silli(131-
ed. I therefore holpe tIlat thle colo1iel elect will be 11illy ad vised oil dllis
Sub1jeCt.

(. Iptililn (wlsonu, Mvmlo Vill lhlad you tills letter. ofIi rs Ilis se rvices wvitIl a
Coulipatl0y ; 1iiid, So1 far LIS I ill acqnu.-ihtld %vitli (ap;aiti Cason as aLifoficer,
l1e hI as alCtud andILII is rep ted thI be 11131 itoa tI iorourgll g l111gr Ollic(-r. 111
J3 LIStI',

I halve the h1onIor to be your excellenlcy's Ilmost olbedienit servililt,
ROBERTI BROWN.

ll's IExcell(.ijcy It. K. C.m,,
(Jorerior (f .Ftoridei.

1TALLAIHASSE, M1ar1h 26, 1S3S.
Du:;mt Si it: I have received vour letter of'the 19th i lIstLnlIt, conillilillicLt-

ilg tile tllipleaiatlit iitelHiCellec of tile IitUider of alnothler family by th1e Il-
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dialns ill votir county. I sull inmrimcdtel y seind an expess to (Iencral JRs-
it p, a1t d rc lit st himi to (delata I a force for the dIefenice of votir section of
(Ciillitlr'; hiltl ill tlhe illlleaitoe ytll Will order (Cilplill (Jasoll's Com111pally
itito st'v'lie, dl sllisch otliitr tore aIS \to tiivdcaiildecessary for dtipre
t((tlill of il(! illl~ll)italilts of v\omI c(lity, tililess (AlUlerll Jostip should he
.11lf! to otii theril Itroops. Thlo)(,(! whili lou lltIalise xvill bt' colitiiluitd
ini service, *ither uilider the auithorily of tIle Uilitedt Stautes or of the '1'erri-
torv. I have no douit, however, that they wvill be received into the ser
vice of the United. States ; ill which event, they wvill be innder tilm, direction
of, lhe t llinted tes olicer charged within tile command of that district. I
si alIl st mnl, wvithi ass little delay as practicable, a. supil))V of Corn to P'ort
WI ilte, f'()r the tise of the destitue fi:llrlies of your county atid those of
Alachuna.

Very respectfully, your ol)c(Iiont servant,
It. K. CALL.

,Colonel R1. BlROWVN.

NE.WNANSVHIIflE, April S, 1S'3S.
It S11t: I at1l lhere oilon ow y to see weneratl Eustis, who, is char-ed

wilti tille proliclioll Of tills frontier, and air; sorry to illlf m yoll of tile
dlreadr(ul(ll (-XClt(ill!llt thatt preva;ils lure. I'l'iere appears to be collSILeraIIble
of, jildiall s"i ls ill ihle 1I-iLrhllorlloO(lI, and thle fianil es hlalve all neari V rot
st;is IitiIllS place. 'I'llev ale ill a treat state ol confiusion. C;enieral

I llstis li;ls r,-ftised to receive tiliem m the Goverinicilt service, they say
Irldl to (1llol without tile Imlope of pay or rations, in their present conditions,
selils jilllossible. Iti oilier to Idold1them to(rethtet, I have assuilred tdliml of
ollir pm\vol alid c-ililtV to trive thiemi p)rotectionl. and have advised MIajor
Garrlson toi order out his xvi0ole aIVailalbile force. Fronm letters whlicht I have
read hill from the xetiural, I think rmy tmissimti will 1) istsiccesslul ; and
till ess we do sornethiiiir for ourselves, wve shall see worse days than ever.
\e iave 110 retrillar force on1 tie lilies to be (lepelcled oii, and bult two

connailpnes of voliiilteers ordered : o011 for this frontier, and the other on
I)uval. were all tile recrulir force, of consequence, on thle lines established,
a(nd where (Genteral Eist is remains in person. And we, outside of all, are
left to thiie treder inrwcles of mierciless sa vages ; while tile c(mlmidingij(r

savs e can see no call for volnnteers.
J liave bte.omelho on11illy convinced that we mary unhar otir own arms

ald ltang 011 tIhem for protection. It may eost us soiiethilr, buIt milucl may
be doiie.' I tIlheretore hIope votn wvill order me ilnto the service wvithi a rtri-
meilit of, raLr(ers, which I atm celrtain can be) raiised immniediately. Speedy
action i i eeessary, or all is lost. A co011 iry over Avhichi otr treasure has
been exhIauisted, and onl whichl lie tile last remuailns of our families, numst at
last. a fer so iiiany difficulties, be abandoned ; and for what? Because it
liappenied to be ouir uifortiinate lot to be a 'I'erritory. These d ifliculties
rathfur anmi Imate than depress ine ; aid I, for oule, arr ready to step forward
;ald ask th(e Government to relieve us froin the army, and let lls combat the
Indians alone.

I ani, dear sir, with the higilest considerations of respect, your excellen-
cy's most obedient aud hnumhle servant,

RC) 13ER'r 13ROWXVN,
Culuitel 12th Regiment 1K M.

1lis ExcUileicy R. K. CALL, UorernwO.



1'.S.-Informatioihlas jiust reacihe(d me ofmore milrders in Columbia
coil IIIY. Iwo persons have beoine vielitris.

Yo rs. &c., It. B.

ALJAIIASSI.EA, Aprfil 1:3,1S3S.
Stit1 I have recciv (lVwiir letter of theStil Instanlt, atiid "illtril Vcon-

crnt t(I at tie(listrl'sed sittinglinton ofyot r sectiOn of country. Ihope your
ilterv %% it i (erieral EustlishItas beeni pirodluctive ofmore betficiare-
stiltsthiatll 1Tti(atitIcIted, atId thathe inhs consented to receive(intolte
service of the Un.ittil StawIs a sitflicient volunteer force for ther)rotection of
the frontier. It; however,hle still refuses todo sooni tile receipt of this,
andiol von fitldlhe Seftlenit tts'iI(fIatjri r, vot i will initied ately orgrani ize such

fore as tnoyllrlz'vd tein eCe(ssarVt for tiledetfelle of tileiii hahila Is. You
will lss1itrt to ta(lh cotlinplnya slititahle position, so as to cover the whole
line of v~ourfrotnlier,al ti keeptIlie troolis cnnsiaintly and actively employed
in d rivingr ha1 the eterny andili def'dit tiniilie settletlltelis. III tileCxer-
cise of the aluthoritywiihi which yolt arC iterelly invested,Vol will us( al
soitid discretion, ard call outnolarger force than in your judgtrieintwill
be al)t0littelv necessary for delieisive o)eratio)ns. Should thie troops thus
ortrattized anl(d ordered out nOt be received into the service of the Utnited
States, they will he recogutised in the service oftdle Territory; and I will
enideavor to have them paid so sootI as funds call be procured for thiat plur-
pose 1w the aintliority oftie Legrislative omticil. With regard to forage
and suhlmistenice, it is impossible forme to provide ei!her. There is1no11C
to he purchased in this part of tile country,aied exchanrie on New Orleans
cannoint h)e obtained here at atV premiuin. I hope,honvever, this state of
tiiigsrs will inot long conttitlue, and that I shall in a short time be able to
proctre. a sitflicietti aniount toenable in1 to send the corn I proinised to
Fort White, for the stiffen g inhahitaitts of Colurihia and Alaclniat. What-
ever I cani do to sitSttili thle i)ravc defe(lers of thle frontier, who have so
loigr and so gallanitly withstood thle assaults of the enenriy, you nmay be as
suin.d shiall lie done. I will secd a copy of your letter to our Delegate in
Congress ; and I would recommend youi, by all mneans, to draw up a Ine-
morial to (outgress, settinr forth, itt its true lihtil., the situation of the coUIn-
try, and ask for relief. Let it be signed bytie people, anid sent without
delay to our D)elegrate. I anm invested wvithi no authority vhiatever from the
Government of the United States to defend the country arid whatever I
may do for that purpose, must he oti my own responsibility and thatt of the
Territory. I have been compelled to raise men for tile defence of Middle
arid WVest Florida, for tile last eighteen months, and to provide the money
to pay them. I[have -borrowed rind caused to be plaid to these troops $S5,O(00,
not one cent of which has been refunded bythe Government. The qUar-
terrnaster, wvith every disposition to accommodate ine, and to relieve ltie
country, informs tile that, utider recerit orders lie has received, lie will no
longer he able to furnish express men on my requisition. You will thiuls
pterceive thilt I am deprived of all the necessary ineans of heitig servicea-
ble ; and the responisibility must rest upon those iii power, who turn a deaf
ear to tile distress of the pIople.

I ain, sir, very respectfbLlly, your obedienit servant, R. K. CA\L[A.
Colonel ROBERT BiOwN,

Cnommandinig 12t Regiment F. M.
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TALLAIASSE'E, June 23, 1838.
D)E:AR SI tt: I wrote you some time since, iin forming you thiat I lhid ship.

ped to P1 Irt While 2,t0( litushels of cortn lor t le use oftlhe sril erilmriilllgab-
itantts of Alhichira arnd Colnumlbiua, arid requ(sliuig you, ais I lne senii r officer
of the militia, ill those two counties, to cituse it to be e(quially d istriihutred
among011a those Whom you rriight dccii mOSt in Evan t, and least able to provide
themselves with sulbsistellce. I have ieei ntlJidruied l0I tile arrival of the
corn att its place of destination, but h;ave heard troth ing from you with
re~rard to its distribution. Youj will please ive the iluCessary orders on
the su hject, arid advise mne of the mariner ill Whicii it has beetn disposed of.

I have received no report from yon %vital regard lo the tiinrber of mIlen
of Vour regimeent, and tihe lenrthIi of litile yo(l I ity Il ve deermed it neces-
sarv to contin tie them in service. 13But, to prevent rnisimnjdcrstaiid iiz 'i Ire
subject, I herewith enclose you a copy of a letter which I have address d
to .Miajor Garrasori, aiid which you wvill l)LaLse consider as an order directid
to you for tile sanie purrpose, it the samne state of tlliligs exists in your
colliltV.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
B4. N. CAZLJIS,

Governor ," Fjlorida,.
Col. Roi03T. BROWN,

Coummtanding 12th regimnetl uPl ida Miilitia.

SUWANE'E, I. LO I l)A, Jaly 2 3, 1 838.
D)EAR SIR: Your instructions of tilet23d iilt. have jtst conie to hIand

anid, in reply, I have to say thnit I shljoid Ja ve in fornintd p(uli of the d i-posi-
tioni of the corni sent by yoti to Fort Wuilte,or the sti;ri-rs of Ahaclrun
anrl (Joliumbia cotilities, long before tli Is. hit tor causes bevonlJd my cotl rol.
1. Your letter of instructions accinon aljyl ii thile, corn nvver reaichied lire
until about thlee weeks after its arrival ; aird 2. 'T'he pressure if hbum.neiss onl
ray hands, within a great deal of had lcaltih ill tihe ti tme, and tio opporttiunity
of forwairdincg letters to vou. The dav I received your letter qit iuijrtic-
tiolis I directed imry assistant qaraeriernaster to repair to Port White and
make equal distribution of it airlreg thIe sufferers of tire two counties,
auider the following regulation, viz: Aged alid infirin inen and their
families, widows arid orphans, men and their families who were driven
fromr their hoines by the Indianis, men who were ill the rlTerritorial service
arid their 1lmilies ; prohibiting all who had slaves to support themn, or an
opportunity of getting elsewhere.
The assistant quiarrermiraster has not yet reported to mne his fulfillment of

his orders, btt as soon as he does I will forward his r port to your excel-
leuicy.

With regard lo a repott of the troops in the Territorial service, I kept
deferring it, thiilting I would coirre on arid see-you first, but wRs prevented
by the Ir.equent assaults of the enely ; however, at correct report, I believe,
accompanies this letter. As regards the! time, I saw no law for taking them
for a less term than four motihbs, trrless sooner discharged ; they were
enrolled for that time, but somre companies lill short of it. I deem it
entirely unnecessary to say that their services were valuable and could not
be dispensed with, but refer your excellency to the extent of froirtuer, the
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United States forces on that fronfticr, and our resources for support, and
I k 110w thlat votir excellency will lb blounlld to say tiat we deserve xvell if
we 'never aie patid. Thl'e im ost of thiese niuin have been in Ie UiLnited States
service (lic two past siniiiiers, Li iid I assurie you thlat they %Vill ;all conctir
with inf' iln sayilng that there have been more and greater calls this suin-
iiier ti ian ever ieflore, anid that their duty has been more arduous.

I theleic re hope your exccllenicy will be able shortly to contract a loaa
tlat will relieve thldle, in some degree, fromt their present distress. Mean-
while,

1 hit\' the honor to be your excellence's most obedient and lhumble ser-
vant,

ROBT. BROWVN,
Collonel, cowmandinrig 12th regirnteuet Ioridai Militia.

Ills Excellency the Govi.J~ouL oi, FLOIuDA.

COLUMBIA COUNTY, FLORIDA,
Suwvane river, NovembLr 24, 183S.

D)EARt SIR : It a(rain becomes my painful drty to inform you of a most
shocking Iiidian miassacre-i mean the murder of' Mr. John Tiffins and
lanuily. Air. Tillins was bringing his wilfe and two children out to Florida
to s(e lher pLarenuts, arid, when wvitihin a fiev milesof hier father's house, was
fall(n in with by about sev(!n Indians, between 10) o'clock, A. M. and 12
o'clock, M. lie wvas shot from his lhorse; the Indianis then made an easy
capture of llis helpless family, an)d vented their savage spleen by beating
thein on their leads wvith their tomahawks. Mrs. TI'iflins lived (senseless)
about forty hC urs, but did iat speak ; her skull WaS mttished in many places.
She dield in thle arms of her father, Mr. David Mizell. tier children are
not yet dead, although the skull. of each is fraettired in many places by thle
tomnahuavk. This melancholy occurrence took place in this county last
Monday not -ir from the Ocean pond. We are most critically situated.
TLl'e Indians in .!e north of us, onl thle Okefenokee, and on the south, in
the nation ; our market-road, lead~uig from this to any market accessible to
us, passes throgthll their " gangwvrty."' We are here, exposed from the Oke-
fenolvec down i.. td sides of their 44 passway" to the nation, and no protec-
tion wvhiatever from the army. If nothing can be done by your excellency
to protect the frontier. I fear nothing will be done at all; wye have stood our
grouuid and suffered much, and ha\-Pc not received even the sympathy of
those at a distance. The corn crops were very good here this year, and
we have quite plenty of provisions ; and I would respectfully beg leave to
suggest to your excellency the propriety of ordering out a company or two
of militia-one to take post at John's ford, oul Nexv river, and 'he other at
thle Ocealll pond ; all of which can be subsisted and foraged in the country,
which will save much expense of transportation. These met), kept actively
moving, cannot fail to give quiet to a large portion of country, and, in the
mean titne, break uip the Indian passing. I hope your excellency will take
prompt measures in some way for our protection, as we have lost all hope
of help from the commanding getieral of the army. Should a different
conrsc present itself tiali tile one I recommend, calculated to give as good
protection and at less expense, you have but to recommend it, and you will
find me ever ready to aid you in carrying out your views. I now have out



a company of rnilitia, who wvill colntinule to do duty until I hear from you
at which tine their termn expires, unless they should be continued in serViCe
by your excellency. In haste,

I have the honor to be your excellency's most obedient servant,
ROB3T. BROWN,

Colonel 121h regiment J1'lorida Militia.
Governor CALL.

SUWANEE RIVE.R, Nlovember 24, 1838.
D1rtA1 Sla I went on to Tallahassee to see you last su mmer, but you

had left for Washington before I reached ; since teen, I have riot been able
to bear wheJier youi had returned or not, otherwise I should have come
again to see vou on the subject of the service performed by the militia of
this regiment dutringr the last spring and surnmer. These men did much
hard service. and certainly deserve to be paid. The whole country was
under their protection until the last of May or first of June. The dragoons
arrived about. that time, and then a new field of operations presented
itself, which d~d not relieve them, but rather increased their duty-I
mean the exteuision of their defence to the Okefeniokee. I therefore desire
and earnestly hope that your excellency will recommend the Legislature
to adopt som1Se measures for thei r1payment in your antiiual miessage, and I
have llO don bt that body will l)e able to mriake thle arrantgetnezt.

I shall be onl in a few days after the L1egislatu re 1n. ets, at which time I
hope to see you. With my bes; wishes for your welfare,

I have the honor to be yours, sincerely,
R0131'. BROWN,

Colonel 12th regimtent Florida Militia.
Governor CALL.

TALLAHASSE}., December 9, 1838.
DEAR SIR: Owing to my absence fromhome, I did not receive your let-

ters of the 23d July and 24th of November --ntil last night. I have heard
with great pain and regret of the murder by the savages of Mr. Tiffins arid
family. This horrid butchery milust be avenged; it appeals to every heart,
and should raise every hand. I approve of the course you have taken.
The company you have ordered otit, you will continue in active service
until General Taylor shall have made the necessary arrangements for the
defence of the settlements. 1 shall wvrite him immediately by express,-and
you may rely with confidence on his zeal and promptitude in giving every
protection in his power to the frontier. It will be gratifying to you, and to
our fellow-citizens in bast Florida, to learn that, while at Washington, I suc-
ceeded in making every arrangemient with the Secretary of War necessary to
the entire security and defence of our frontier settlers, who have been so long,
exposed to the ravages of a savage war. I have recommended to him the
organization of all thle frontier inhabitants capable of bearing arms--the
encouragement of all who have abandoned to return to their homes. They
are to receive the pay and rations of the army; to constitute their own de-
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fence, as far as practicable ; and l)e permitted to cultivate their own fields,
and havv the benefit of their owvi labor. I have also recomnietnded thle
settlement olutut1itary cololli-s oil every part of the puthlic land su1scept!ibHle
of callivattoti; Ithe niten to receive pity, rations, and clotluing ; to performn
military ditty withiii the lijitits of certalil districts, aiid cultivate the laud-
a quarter r section of whicli, includit r their iniroveil etits, to be gratilte(d to
eacai settler, it absolute propeerty, at the close of the wXaur. or final eniigration
of hCe Scititnole Indians. T'he wvlotltphin has been approved by lie Secre-
tary of War, anid has been revotunnended to Congress, as will appear from
the ettelo-ed extract of a Iet tel frontlie Secretarv of War to Getieral 'Tay.
lor. I bnlieve it will be adopted at id I have, in Ithat event, mriade arrati ge-
nielnis in Ken iicky, 'T'eniiessee, and Alabaitia, for the locatioti of several
thousand settlers. I Jiider this systenm, I am confident the war will be closed
it) twelve niitithis. and we shall have at on1ce an active. hairdy,,iid enter-
prisitgr lpol)lt ion ; wvhich will place our claiims to a State government
beyond cot troversy. I will recotuimend the paynient of thie troops which
served in the frontier defcnce duriti, the last sunmmier, and use mny best
exertiotis to have them pail. I shiaell be very happy to see or hear fromn you.

Accept the assuratuce of nmy high respect. Your obedietit servant,
R. K. CALL.

Coloitel RoBER'r IROWN.

COLUM1BIA COUNTY, FLO RIDA, Decem-ber 10, 1838.
DEAlt SIR: I addressed you oni the subject of our situation in a letter

dated 24th of last month, alid in that letter I recomtilelided tile raising of
one or two conmpaties for tdle protection of our frontier. Since tle date
referred to, fifteen d;ys hlave passed away, antd our affairs are growing worse
every day. I nitist now urge the raising of at least two entire companies of
rnilitta for thlis frointier, to be contititted in service utitil tie cotlinilldingr
general of the arrmv shall send at force sufficient to give protection to the
citizen's, of this county ; and this course, if not adopted in a few days, will
find much more thanl half -our caloutry depopulated. The assaults of the
Indiatis have becorLe so common, and of such character, that our people are
breaking ptp daily, and are only waiting your action. I most sincerely hope
you wvill take immediate action, wivt out waiting any longer for the regnlar
army. We now have the means in the county of subsistinur these mer so
raised; -av it seems to me that it would be madness to defer any longer,
while the Indians are inurderinig, plunlering, and harassing our citizens,
and that contilnually. Our country has been in a fearful state of alairmn for
the last three weeks; and what is the protection afforded its by thle army?
None: only the moving of a company of dragoons from one station of no
great importance to us, to another of as little; and this is what they call
complete protection.

I have long seen that we must defend ourselves, or share the fate of
many other of our bleeding citizens; and hesitate not in saying, that circum-
stances justify the calling out of at least two companies of mounted militia.

With my best wishes for your health and happiness, .1 have the honor to
be yours, most sincerely, R. BROWN.

His Excellency R. K. CALL1 Governor of Florida.

17b2781
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TPALLAHASSEE, December 19, 1838.

DEAR SIR: I have received your letter of the 10th inst. I enclose you,
herewith, a copy of my answer to yours of the 24th ult. I have not yet
heard from General Taylor, but I have no doubt that all the effective men
of your county and that of Alachua will be immediately organized and
received into the service, on the terms proposed by me to the Secretary of
War, which have been adopted by him in his report, and recommended by
the President to Congress, as will appear from the message herew;1h en-
closed. General Taylor, ere this, must have received my letter; anid -ive
every confidence in his prompt action for carrying the views of the Go. *-
mnent into execution. In the mean time. you are hereby authorized to t. pt
such temporary measures as you may find necessary for the protection O the
inhabitants of your county, relying on the justice and liberality of the Gen-
eral Government for an approval. I need not repeat to you an expression of
the deep anxiety I feel for the security and welfare of the frontier inhabitants,
who have so long m-naintained their positions against our savage enemy; and
it affords me pleasure to say that I am well convinced that the same senti-
ments are equally cherished by the commanding general, tihe Secretary of
War, and the President of the United States. Every effort will be made to
,give security to the settlers, as well as to bring this disastrous war to a close.

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
R. Kf. CALL.

Col. ROBERT BROWN, 121/ Regiment F. M.

TALLAHASSEE, December 31, 1838.
DEAR Sit: I have received a letter from General Taylor, in reply to one

which I addressed to lirnon the 9th inst.,informing him of the recent murder
committed by the Indians in your county, and of the authority 1 had given
you to call a company into service for tie defence of the settlements. The
General, so far from recognising this company in service, expresses the opin-
ion that, with three companies of dragoons, and two companies of militia hie
had previously ordered Colonel Twiggs to receive into service, his force will
be ample for the defence of the frontier settlements. This being the view
taken by the General, the troops I have authorized you to call out will not be
recognised by him, and will, therefore, not be paid by the United States.
General Taylor has full authority from the Secretary to conduct the war and
defend the country in such manner as he may think proper; and the Gov-
ernment will only adopt such measures as he may recommend. Having no
funds at my command to pay and subsist troops called out on my own
authority, I should hold out to them false hopes of compensation were I to
continue them in service after I had learned, or been given to understand,
that they will not be recofnised by the officers of tie Government. Under
these circumstances, I feel it my duty to disband all the troops of the Ter-
ritory serving under my authority. You will, threfore, on the receipt of
this, dismiss those of your regiment, unless they should be received and
recognised in service by some officer of the Governrm~ent having competent
authority. Had I the means of paying and subsisting the militia, I would
at once organize and order into service all the frontier inhab`!ants capable
of bearing arms, for the defence of the settlements. But I cannot think of

12
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practising so great a deception as that of continulingr men in service ¶zndeT
the expectatllon of b)ein^,r paid, wheen 1 have iio ineatis of enablillng me to
realize their (expect tion. I have requested General Taylor to haLVe your
1men11 11mustered, and paid for the time they shall be ill service. This I hope
will he done ; but should I be disappointed in this expectation, 1 will en-
deavor to procure pay through the Legislative Council, although I recrard
this alnmiost as an hopeless effort, in the present state of thle country. You
will please inform nie of the present state of your frontier, and of the force
you may have employed in its defence, in order that 1 may be able to lay
the subject properly befoic the Legrislative Council.

Very respectfully, yonr obedient servant,
R. K. (,ALL.

Colonel ROBIE.Rr B3RIOWN,
CLonnandliil/g 12th Rge-imrnen1 P.P .

NEWNANSVILLE, April 11, 1S3S.
DEAR SIR: before I finished iny communication to you on the 9th, I was

notified that a body of Indians were trailed to within one mile of Newnans-
Ville. I immediately moved after thein, yet without success. I continued
mly chase after them yesterday, the 10th, also, without being able to attack
theea. It wvas a party that had been in Columbia county, and killed and
pluntcreci a Mr. Smith and his son. Oin Monday another party killed Mr.
Nathaniel Jones and his son, onl New river, within aboutthirteen miles of this
place. That party was puirsuted by Captain Mills, as he rel)orted to me yes-
terday, without success. 'I'hc inhabitants of Alachua county are in great
confusion ; they, iii most cases, are moving back to Nevnainsville, or some
other post. When I returned yesterday, every part of the town was full of
wagons and carts loaded with their articles and families. What heart
would not pity the cases of our citizens-after being deprived of the liberty of
making the two last crops; and now, the Present year, when they have all
rushed out, and in a most unparalleled manner endeavored to make up all
Jost time-nowv, when they have nearly completed their planting, to be driven.
away again, it is too shocking for the mind to bear. I think it due to the
credit of General Eu.hstis to state to you that I wrote to him on. the 8th inst.,
and he sent two companies of regulars under the command of Major Dear-
born, who got here last evening. One of the companies he has kindly of-
fered to station here, which offer was thankfully received by me and the
citizens ofNewnansville; the other company he expects to station at Charles
ferry, on the Suwanee river.
By the advantage of this company being stationed here, it will give me a

better opportunity in following the Indians, if my movements are approved
by your excellency. I respectfully solicit your excellency to give an order
and advise at as early a period as possible, as the citizens are in great con-
fusion on the stibject. 1 trust your excellency will pardon any thing that
may be considered unmilitary or exaggerating in this communication, as 1
write about two o'clock in the morning, after three days' hard service.

I am, sir;, with great consideration and respect, yours, respectfullly,
J. GARRASON,

Major 6th regiment P. M.
Hlis Excellency R. K. CALL,

Governor of Florida.
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NEWNAN-SVILLE, April 9, 1838.
Si: rlThe election in this county resulted in the choice of Will..r.

Miuls as colonel, and myself as naijor, With but very little difficulty or dis-
senting votfos. But there was considerable of debate about the lieutenant
colonel's election atid Colonel Mills being absent onl business alt Washting-
toil, 1 immediately, on1 being notify d of the result of the election, ordered
that tile battalion or regiment should be organized, which the accompany-
ilg copy of elections will show to your excellency. My motive for this
communication to you is to request of your excellency that an order might
issue from you to enable this battalion to go illtO the service of the country,
with it certainty of being paid for their services, anid to ration them and
their horses, &c.
To give you an idea of the situation of our country: It was onl the 31st

of March that it was reported that a considerable body of Indians were
seen in about half a mile of Newijansville; I immediately started out with
fifteen men to ascertain the fact, but without slCcess. On the three first days
of last wveek, it was still certain that there were scattering Indians in our
neighborhood ; onl Thursday morning Elias Knight, Esq., sav one ; oln
Saturday 1 received inforinatioia of a large body being trailed into the San
Falaska harmmock ; they advanced up as hligh ais Colonel Sanchez's planta-
tiorn. Onl yesterday, 1 was out after them weith part of Captairns Wallker's,
Ellis's, and [lope's coinpanics, but found no Indians, but plenty of signs
believed to be about fromn thirty to fifty iln m t.u1ber.
Your excellency wvill perceive that these are circumstances that are in2-

mediately under my eye, aind 1 do not wish to trouble you with the many
circumstances that are in all our county. I have only mentioned the above -
but should your excellency xvish a report of the maiiny depredations com-
mitted by them in our county, I will with pleasure submit it to you.

I wish, likewise, to state to you r excellency that our county is ini a worse
condition thaln it has ever been, with the exception of sickness, since the
commencement of the war. I have been under the necessity of callin- on
the different captains for aid in putting down these hostilities if possible.
And I mriust respectfully solicit your excellency's advice on the subject, as
my orders will inot be obeyed long, without your approving the same. I
wish further to state, that there are no Government troops near this place, and
that our town is entirely unprotected by them. We have neither arrlms, amninti-
nition, nor any thing else, except our private arms, and they are generally in
bad order, occasioned by being supplied by the Government when they were
in service. I would trost respectfully suggest to your excellence the pro.
priety of your issuing an order to me to male a requisition on the quarter-
master, as also the officers in charge of the ordnance stores at Black creek,
for subsistence, forage, arms, and ammunition for the 6th regriment Florida
militia.

Sir, from the situation of our county I do not thiitk it would he advisable to
have the militia of this county attached to that of Columbia-that is, thle 6th
regiment attached to the 12th-as there are scattering Indiansiin both CoUll-
ties. Neither do I think it advisable to have the militia attached to the re-
gular service, for their movements are too slow for the present service under
consideration. What I would respectfully submit is, that it be done under
the faith of the Territory. But as you are Governor and commanider-in-
chief of said Territory, your advice and orders will be strictly adhered to
and obeyed by me.
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I have now only to request that yon wvill, on the receipt of this, issue your
orders to re, as it is yours to order and mine to obey.
With great consideration and esteem, I am, sir, yours, respectfully,

J. GARRASON,
ll~hjor 6i/h regimolent [ l .

His Excellency R. K. CALL.

N. B. I wish also to state, that all the sustenance to the snffering inhabit-
ants has been withdrawvn from this place ; the officers have removed all the
public stores froin Newnarisville.

TALLAHASSEE, April 16, 1838.
Sil: I have received your letters of (the 9th and 11th instant, accom-

panied with the election returns of the officers of the 6th regiment of Flo-
riida militia, and herewith enclose you their commissions.

I have read with deep regret the distressing account you have given me
of the situation of Columbil anld Alachuia counties ; and, had I the powvery
I would most cheerfully adopt the several measures you have suggested for
their defence. But the Government have intrnisted the defence of the fron-
tier to the officers of the United States army, and have not authorized me,
or given me the means of doing any thing for the protection of the people.
The quartermasters and commissaries stationed in East Florida, not being
subject to my order, would disregard any requisition made on them by me
to supply troops not in the service of the United States; nor wviil the Gov-
ernment pay the men ordered into service by me, even to save the women
and children of the frontier frorn inevitable destruction, unless on the re-
quisition of the general commanding their own troops. This fact has been
fully proven in Middle and West Florida, where I have borrowed and paid
out to the troops raised by me for the defence of the frontier $85,000, no
part of whi&! has yet been refunded by the General Government. I would,
therefore, recommend you to represent the situation of the frontier people
to General Eustis, who, I understand, is in the immediate command, and
ask of him the necessary supplies and defence. From what I have been in-
formed of his character as an officer, I cannot believe that he wvil withhold
any thing which may be deemed necessary for the protection and security to
the settlements. If, however, I am mistaken in this belief, and he should
refuse to receive into service a sufficient volunteer force to co-operate with
the regular troops in defendinrg the country and driving back the enemy,
you are hereby authorized to organize such a force from your battalion, un-
der the authority of the Territory. as will give security to the frontier of
Alachua. Should you be compelled to resort to this measure, and the troops
thus raised are not hereafter recognised by the Government, I will endeavor to
have them paid so soon as funds can be procured for the purpose, by the au-
thority of the Legislative Council. With regard to forage and subsistence,
I regret to say that I have not the means of furnishing either. I have been
endeavoring for some time past to procure suitable funds to send to New
Orleans for a supply of corn for the suffering inhabitants of Alachua and
Columbia; but, hitherto, have found it impossible. I am in hopes of pro-
curing a small amount in a short time, and, as soon as practicable, I will send
a cargo of corn to Fort White. This is all that I have any hope ofaccouiplish-
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ing wvitli the meals I now possess, and the authority with which I anm in-
vested. I have represented tie situation of the country to our Delegate
in Congress, and have called on himii in the niost earnest niariler to provide
the necessatrv protection arid support for the in habitarits who have suffered
so long, and have defended their hoines so nohly. Whatever I can do, yoU
may rest assu red shall be done for )youir relief.

Very respectfully,
R. K. CALL.

Major J. GAILRASON.

NEWNANSVILLE:, Jime 12, 1838.
SI I: Our county at this time is much relieved from the Indians, to

what it was some time past; but we are riot without danger. Agreeably to
your communication, atithorizing me to raise a sufficietnt force from my
battalion to defend tire frontier of Alachuin, and an order I had issued pre-
viotis to my receiving the samne, I have kept the whole of the battalion in
service ; and I still believe it to be necessary, although tIre Indians, at pres-
ent, are beaten off from us. But the reason of' their leaving our neighlbor.-
hood is, that we gave theem no rest, but were continually after them, as long
ais they were in our reach.

I beg leave to state to your excellency that, agreeably to your communi-
cation of tire ISth ultimo, I imm-Iniediately went to Fort Vhite to receive the
corn, but found it in a very bad condition. The corn, although a very
aood article, was put uip in darmaged bags, wvhich caused a considerable
loss; and I was informed by tlre owner of the boat that there was a failure
in the quantity of twvo hundred busniels when. tey received it; and I think
there will be a loss of three ihund-ed bushels oln account of the bagrs-
makiiir a riett loss of five hundred bushels.

I have been necessarily comirpelled 'o purchase a considerable quantity
of corn and forage for the horses, wvlrile iii service, to the amourit of twelve
or fifteen hundred dollars; aud as I am nearly run out of funds by losses
by tIre Indian depiredations, and mnary other calises, I have to request you
to inform rne on whit plan I can have the inoney refunded to me again, as
I am iii great need of it. to carry on the service ; for storage and provisions
are very scarce arid Irard to coarn at ini this county, and I feel desirous to
do aill 1 canl to close the war. 1 should write more particulars, but Adju-
tanit Byrd will rive you tlis comnmuniicatiomn, and lre is prepared to give
you any infornniatioll you may require, as hie has been with mne in most
cases, land cain inform you verbally.

Major B1cckhain inrforms nie that lie will accompany Adjutant Byrd to
Tallahassee. ile was elected lieutenant colonel onl the 9th instant. Major
B32ckhrain is a fr ntfleniar that deserves the promotion of Iris fellow-citizens
ar-cd tile ihiihibitamnts of Alaclirra for his pRst services. Nothing would hlave
preveinted IrisInavimrr an almost uii;uiiniorus vote, but the question lrot beino
decided concerning tIne tie at the last election.

If your excellency would thirink proper to comi-nissionI Iinii, it would give
satisfaction to tl]O4t of tile citizens arid voters of Alacirhua county, although,
I)erhiaps, niot strictly within tire letter of tile lawr. As rcl.. j to myself, it will



be left letirely with you to decide, as I III perfectly satisfied with wh}at
your excelleticy's wvisdom decides aind directs.

WVithi great consideration alid respect, I .ill, sir, your hirumble servant,
J. GARRASO N

His EAxcellency R. K. CALLr.
G;oULerTr of Iori/lW(.

TALLAHASSEE, J,,ne 23, 1838.
Dr AR SRi: I have just received you r letter of thle 12thl instant, arid re-

grret vcry rrintch to hear of Iiie loss onl tire corn I caused to be siri ppe~d lor
thc use of tile sufleriwrig iiih1 abi tarits of A laitciha arnd (Aolumbii.. It wals vi th
grreat difficulty tieis quatitity (2.0(0 I)bsirels) was proctiured, aied I sirall be
unable to Se'lId ayiv additiorral supply.

WVithr regard to tire sim-I you have paid fbr corn for tile llse of the horses
in service, I anil sorry to injirm you that I possess rio means by wvlich tire
anrount call be re.airded to you. lIi niy last letter to yon oil that subject,
I think I stated. distireutl,that I sirotild be unable to lurl isir either foragre
or subsisturice for tlre Ierriori;il troops, and aitrthorized you, to raise so
inianly 111cil onily as migrhlt be necessary for tile )rotection of' the se'tlemenits.
Not having received a report fromn you, I was riot irpprrzed, until yesterday,
that you considered yorrr whole bimalttiori ill tie service of tile rl'trritory.
The lirlrited authority ill(d means wliiclh 1 possess, under tire resold tiori of
the Legislrrtivye (,ourrcil, w ill riot justify nme ili keeping so large a force ill
service loriner than would ire ah.solhitevly necessary to drive ille lhidiaiis Out
of tile settlements. Had I the means of supporting, a 'Territorial army, I
shioulId trot hesitate irr (eployiig(r ole ; but, iirdur existinrg circtnrstarlces. I
shioulId do equa.l injustice to your battalion, lrid tIre rest of tile Territory,
wvere I to recorulise thl(eml ill service, and defend orl tarx;tliori to raise a fund
for tireir paynrient. lr Url ted States are bound to l)rot cet our citizens
fromr tie deprecdalonrs of ilie Indiansrarldr it was only ill tirose cases wvhrerc
the Government neglected or refused to give thra t protection that 1 anttior-
ized Territorial troops to he raised. I anur nowv informed that Genreral
Tavlor anid Colonel Twigrgs are fully authioiized to receive into the service
of tile United States anly irrinilher of rilen they mlay deerir necessary for the
defence of tire settlements. Yon wvill, therefore, tender your conmrranrd to
them, arid consider it no longer in the service of the 'rerritory, unless, from
extreme Irecessity, aL subseuLWent order sirould be given for tni at purpose, on
the refusal of these officers to provide for tile defence of the frontier. I
regret to Ire tinder tile necessity of adoptitig tills course. I duly appreciate
tile zeal and patriotism of tile peorple of Alachni ; but knowving, as I do,
the difficulties, if not the impossibility, of procIurin- Territorial -fundris for
their payment, I cannot think of retaining them in service one day lonioer
than absolute necessity niay require.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
R. K. CALL,

Governor of I'/urida.
Major J. GARRASON.
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TALLAhIASSEE, July 31, 1838.
Sia: I enclose you herewith a copy of a letter which I have just received

from Col. Dupont, commanding the inilitia of Gadsden county, informing me
4f the murder recently committed by thle Indians on a family within twenty
miles of tlls place, and at a point where, hitherto, no danger has been ap-
prehended; and also a copy of rny letter to Major Dearborn. rThe Indians
are onow masters of the country situated between the Apalachicola anrd Ock-
lockney rivers, and between the seaboard and our settlements, presenting an
area of more than fifty miles in extent. heir numbers are not fully ascer-
tained; but traces of fifty or si::tV warriors have been discovered, anid it is
believed they have a much greater force. There is no barrier to prevent
them fromt communicating with the Apalachicola bands, wvith whom it is
believed they have constant intercourse ; anrd, unless they are expelled from
their present position, I have no dout)t in a very short time every warrior of
the latter band will be united with them in hostility against us, and the
counties of Leon and Gadsden, which ha;ve until now enjoyed comparative
tranquillity, will exhibit a wide spread scene of ruin and devastation. To
obviate these disasters, I promptly ordered into service threc companies of
mounted melnC, thle command of which, you will perceive, wats tendered to
Major Dearborn, for thre purpose of co-operating with the regular troops,
and of driving the enemy from our settlements. In reply to nly coinimluni-
cation on this subject, Major Dearborn informs tme that lie is positively
ordered not to receive mounted men into service, and hlns made a requisi-
tion on tre for two companies of foot. I regret to infhorm you that at this
season of the year footmen cannot he raised in this Territory, without re-
sorting to draughts, which are exceedingly difficult to execute, and which,
under oir system, has heen. and will always be,attended with a delay which
must be fatal to those whose safety depends on raisingr men by this process.
Our citizens are ready, almost with one voice, to mount their horses and
march against time enemy ; but, without forage anid %without subsistence,
nothing canL he accomplished, and tine Executive of the Tlerritory witliout
funds is unable to supply them. I cannot believe that the Government of
the United States will stop to calculate the (iff(renice in expense between
mounted menie and footmen, wvhmile the lives of hapless women and children
are exposed to thle most inminentt peril,,aid when their safety requires tile
most prompt and decisive action. Delay niust be ftatal to hundreds of per-
sons, and thousands of private property. My duty requires me to defend
both : I cannot hesitate in thle course to be pursued. I shall order a bat-
talion of two hundred and fifty mountedmciie to take the field, and pursue
the Indians until they shall have been driven beyond the reach of annoy-
ance. 1 tender you the comllmand of these troops, and have to request thrat
they may be furnished with thre necessary transportation, arnms, animunition,
forage, and sustenance.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
R. K. CALI,

Governor of F1107ida.
Lieut. Col. J. GrEEN:, U. S. (t1 infantry.

TALLAHASSEE, July 31, 1838.
SIR: In reply to thle communication which you did me the honor to hand

to me this day, relative to the employment of mounted men to operate against
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the hostile Indianis tliat are at 1)rCsent overrtinnlng the country, rmiurdering
tUe inIiabaiwits, afnd destroyiiig their property, I have thle honor to state to
your excellency, in reply, that Major Dearborn inlforined me a fewv days
since that hIe had beezi specially forbidden to receive mounted men to be
mustered into the service. The instrictions which Major Dearborn has
received on this SubjeCt mu1LISt necessarily govern ImC, as his successor in
command of these troops for this section of country. Being satisfied in my
own mind of the necessity of eCmiployig(r a motinted force, I will take the
earliest opportunity of forwarding your conmmunicatiol), wvith tile other cor.
respondence which accompanied it, to Brevet Brigadier General Z. Taylor,
commanding (lhe arsy in Florida; at the same time, it will affordme great
satisfaction to do any thing iii imy power to ineet your excellence's views.
With regard to the prosecutiion of energetic measures arainst these inur-
derers, I am senisible there is no time to be lost., and that, if they are not soon
chuckled. the border settlements will be laid in ashes and the inhabitants
ntrdered.

I hatve tile honor to he, sir, your excellency's obedient servant,
J. GREEN,

Lieit. Col. 6th lifuntry.
Ills Excellency R. K. CALL,

Gouvrnor' *f "l'orida.

QUINCY, FL., Jly 28, 1S38.
DEAR SIR: Upon t'le receipt of your communications in TallahiasseeI

immediately proceeded to Q(ilicy, where I touibd tile two young mnien, who
had survive-d true attack upon their father's family. ['romn the illfom'nation
derived froin these yotmmugncri, I *vas itiduced to hope that tile girl, wvhmo was
stated to have been killed, mijit possibly have escaped ; and upon which
SLuppOSition I fontid that miy fellow citizens had organized a body of twventy-
five mnen. to be ready to march as soon as I should arrive frollm Tallahmassee.
Under this conviction, alnd wvith a view, mrioreover, to pay the last tribhute of
respect to a murdered fellow citizen, we started f,'orn QCmincy at 6 o'clock,
P. M1., and reached tile scene oh mimurder at 8 o'clock next mornirln. On
approaching we belheld a scene which can scarcely be portrayed to the im-
agination. 'Ihe hole premises had been reduced to ashes ; the domestic
ammiitals, such as bos., dogs, &c., whiChl hiatd all been killed, wVere lying
around thesmokin(r ruins; and every thing gave evidence of tile most wvan-
ton cruelty and mischief. F<iniding tile signlls very recent alid numrierous, I
imnmediately took meisri'es to prrevent a surprise, and ordered the spy guard
to make the necessary search lordIe bodies of the niurdered victims. Major
William 0. Kenami, whol had conimand of tile guard, soon returned with the
intelligence that lhe hal discovered tile bodies of tx)dh father and daughyliter,
both dread lily manu im'de, parttticularly the old grerntleman, 'ho hadc his
throat cut. Afrer llavli irllerlred thle bodies as decently as our means
would admiit, I commnlICted making stich observations as miglit be necessary
to fz-mide us iii our fianure operations. The following is the result.

W\e discovered thle licads of seven beeves wvhiich had been killed by the
enemy, aid, from lie closest calculmhatioti which we cotild make while onl tile
spot, there could not have beenI less thalt thirity or forty bushels of corn
gathered froni tIme field in addition to thlis quatitily, they took aboUt tMenty

184



bushels of old corn from the cril, which they carried a short distance arid
shelled, leaving the cobs. At the river bank, which is a short distance from
the house, I discovered four distinct landings where they had loaded their
boats. rThe pnaths leading from the field and house to the river were mutch
trodden, and, fiom every indication around the premises, I am induced to
believe that the number of the enemy could not have been less than fifty or
sixty. One of tile young men states thwart lie counted about fifty in one
gang.

Under the existing circumstances. and holding the relation that I do to
the citizens of this county, I feel a weight of responsibility which renders
my situation far from enviable. After the rmaturest deliberation upon the
measures best to be adopted, I have arrived at the following conclusion, to
wit: that our measures must be of an offensive, instead of a defensive char-
acter ; for, xvithi an extent of frontier exceedilnr one hundred miles, I feel
the means at my disposal wvhiolly inadequate to the purpose of defence. 1
have conie to the conclusion that it will require a much larger force to gi-ve
protection to the fror.tier, acting upon the defensive, thati it would to enter
tile enemy's country anid drive hiim from his fastnesses. Under these con-
vi ions, I have delayed taking aiiy steps for the present. I will e1]deavor to
see yotu early in the xveek, at which timie I will communicate more at large.
I am induiced to believe that, if the regular troops nowv in the country would
operate energetically, they night possibly capture this lawless band, as they
will no doubt concentrate in thle vicinity of their late booty. It is possible,
however, that they may have intended these provisions for a trip to the
east, as they giave every evidence of being xvell supplied with boats.

I falm, very respectfully, yours, &c.,
C. H. DUPONT.

Co6oloa*, 9/lrnimlandi// 5th reg. F'. 111
R. Ii. CALL, Gover-nor of Fi'lorida.

TIALLAH ASSEE, July 28, 1839.
Si t: The distress and suffering of the frontier inhabitants of Florida, and

the danger and destitution to which they are continually exposed, have in-
dticea mle to send a deputation from among our most intelligent alnd respect-
able citizens to confer with and to represent to your excellency the true
condition of this Territory, iii the hope that measures may be adopted to
avert in fihture the evils anid perils to which we have been so long exposed.
For this purpose, I have named tile Hon. Thos. Randall, the Hlon. Charles
D)owvniiz, General Thomas Brown, Colonel Georgre S. Hawvkins, (Colonel
H. W. lBraden, Colonel R. Fitzpatrick, and Mr. William hProckenboromigh.
Most of these grentlemen have served in the different campa:ins and expedi-
tions against the Indians, and have acquired miuchi experience in the war.
Their extensive interests are identified with the fate of Florida. They are
acquainted with the situation of the country anid tile character of the ene-
rny, anid will he able to give vou much valuable information. I hope your
excellency will pardon the liberty I have taken in presentinfg them to you
for this purpose, as well as for the sugg(restionls and remarks I shall venture
to make.

I am} aware. sir, of the deep interest you have felt, and still feel, no less
i! the successful prosecution of this harassingvwar, than for tile safety and
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prosperity of this country; and nothlilng but a seuse of duty to tile people of
F'lorida colild have induced me to ilitride onl yonr attention.

1 have been an1 anxious spectator of tile passingr events of tliis war. I
have witnessed the heroic and niaily strii~rtrle of the frontier settler todel
fetnd his family and his lhome against the assaults of the enemny. But I
have sCCn house after h1ouLSC, and family after fainil y, fi11l Iheneath tlhe hands
of the savage. 1 have seen settlement after settlemilent recede before the
ravages of tile infhiriated Seminole, leavinlr belhind themn a diUpoptilated
country aned a waste of siuokiug ruins. Step by step has tile enemy ad.
vanced on1 his pitli of' blood ani(d desolation. He has added. hundreds of
square miles, which were once inhabited by anll indLustriOUS iland prosperous
people, to the silence a1nd( gloomii of thie wvilderness. His desolatingr march
has .swep t over the countrylVi lh the fury of the whlirl wind. and has brought
the front tier withinitfn wv miiles of tie capital. rloThousands of private pro-
pertv has deendestroyed, anid hundreds of our citizens have perished. Emi-
gration has been suspended, atdd our planting interests niewszrabll y ne-
glected. Such, sir, has beeni the success of the elltelv; andl suich is thle
inelancliol\' picture which tiis country pnreseits. after a war ot near four
years' contimit'ance, in wvhiichl mil lions and tuillious of l)tlblic treasure Ilave
beeti literally expended to suIpport tic carnies operating ill Florida. Alid
wheat, sir, are the trophies atwid the ad vatita-es we are riernitted to display
against this hitinihiiati,, cmitalomitc of mlr losses and on r stiff rillys? NV ha,1t
territory t ave we won frontl the enemy? Not a squItare floot beyond the
reachl of lile guins of oir camps anid our fortresses ; ald even now, Ithe, sol-
diers, ill passitig fromn post to I)cGS on the roads hy which thly are coit-
nected, are somiettiies shot dowvn by tic Iurkitlu r and mittsecn sava(res. No cit.
izen onl ottr border, for the space of three liulidited itliles. (cn- leatve Ills hou11se
itllprsuit of his diiailv avoca ttiotts, wvitioun t danzwret to hlis ownl person awd
thl(e Illore paillitil rpp relitnsiot of' itidn(1 r his fanmii y btitc herded oii hiis rertiir.
Notwvitlhstatidilg tile prsence ol a I;lr(re regular firce ott this froiltier, with-
in thle last twelve nIetitl s niatnv of tile Indians have emiii(r-ated with t heir
families to Middle Florida, .hiere' thev have built h houses. cleared lands. andl
cultivated crops during the present season. Their successful advance has
been as steady and as utfialteritifr ns thle nmarchI of tinie; and, unless arrested
inl their progiess, tile last house, nie tIle last inliabitant of' F'lorida, Must
eventually share thle fate of those thatl have alrcady fallen.

I ari aware, sir, that Florida has beeii reproached and most uinjustlv cen-
sured for not defending teriseif agraitist tie inroads of the savages. With
her sparse 10tpopulation, (near one-hal of whom are slaves,) scattered over a
vast extetit of territory-with a frontier vultierable at every point for the
distance of more thian three hundred miles--withouit the ineatis of procur-
int arms. ammunition, atnd provisions-hut little could reasonably have
b)een eFxpected of her. Site has, however, with her feeble force and limited
resources, ever been ready to do lier duty. She lias dotie much to repel
invasion and protect those exposed to danger ; and that she has done no
more, is mainly to be ;attributed to the want of arms, amimunition, and
other supplies, which have heen frequently wvithheld from us whimt. llltst
required, by those who alone hlad the poNver to furnish them. As a proof of
this, I leg leave respectfully to call your attention to the accompanying cor-
respondence which I have; at different times, hield withi the officers of the
army and of the militia of llorida on this and other subjects connected
wvith the defence of the frontier. Allowv nie to say, sir, that I can coninmu-



nicate several instances, occurring under my own personal observation,
wvliere whole families have been lbuitchered bV the enemy, ill conseqtuencc of
the refusal of the officers of the Governmnien t to furn islh from thle abunlldalnt
public stores thle supl)[)ies required to support thle troops ordered out by Ime
for the defence of the frontier. 'lPliere are, however, sonrie Ionoral)le in-
stances to Ilie contrary and, among them, it affords ine grreat pleiisure to
Say that frorn Lieutenant Colonel Green, Major Charles Mapes, and Captain
Heintzelman, of tdie quartermaster's department, I have at all times re-
ceived every aid and assistance ill their power to give.

It is niot my desire to cast reflections upon anly one, and I slhaill offer no

remark on any pi'rt of this correspondence. It is for you to clezide whether
the measures I have at dillferent times proposed for tie defence of tile fron-
tier hlavve been properly regarded vrihethler time protection 1 have recomi-
imended has heeii give ; and whether much of the sufifrilnr anld destruction
ofhllu-man lif6 Which has elsued might riot have been avoidedLy thle adop-
tioniof thesesulgg*:estioi-si'.There is one fact unquestionable: Since the Ist
of' February last more blood1 has beemi shied, and more property heas been
destroyed,in Middle ]Florida, than there has been durinT the wlhole period
of the xv:wr beside. The enemmiy still hovers on our orders, tlrerateninc
every frontier house witm destruction, thoughll there are twelve companies
of regutilar troops iII sutmimier quarters Nvestof tImC Sn1-Mnee river and fast of
tle tak UllIa. I iave at tImis time iwo companies of' the Eb rida t oops in
tie pa;y of; andSLIbsisted y, the'l'erritorv; and I slall emriploy as nhnymiiore
ais tileliin i rid resomices of' Florida wvil slm port,ii itil the enemysatllIlave
bi en drivemi beyoi d ulie reach ol ai mu oyaice totie settlements. Ofttiis, sir ,
you mayle well assured: F'loridaCa1iot 0lo r ecdcinre her presemit condi-
tionI tle ravages of tjis war ui pon her substance and tle lives of her peo-
pl e may j 'istl y be comill aired to tice devotini1,f ci~lIMer, wvhiclh first appears
ol tlieext ri lm oftlie I rmaui b)odv it increases<:lowlyv alid steadilyv. bIut its
coustmimmnationmis the destruem ionoflilc. Not less crtai II ust he thle re-
stult of tllis wvar, iii the slanughteror expul sioun of every whiteiiihabitalnt of
Florida. unless timore eneretic and persevering measures are adopted for its

prosecutionm.
shall attempt no criticismUpon tile campaigns of thle last two winters,

nor will I discuss the policy or propricty of the trucelately entered into
wimtla! Seminoles. Tihlie formumer failed to produce thre desired result. The
latter has been most treacherously alld perfidiously violated by thre enemy
and this exteruminatincr war isliowv renewed, with all its horrors. The
mritininr perseveranceof GenieralJesup and General'I a' their zeal,
energrV, and skill, entitled themn to g-reater success and higher distinction
thall theyx haveacquiredili this wvar. Nor do I believe other generals will
lie moresuccessful, actictur onl die poliy and plan heretofore pitrsuied by
tile Govelrn metn!I.lle*rr.et error, iii my opinion, which hasl een com-

nmitt!'d, has beelill tile shortness of tlme period in wvlhich ourairmlies have
field the field. Xjraimlst this policy I enteredirly most earnest remonstrance
with thethenSecrietary of War, wvIten thre early retired ill thle Spring of
1836, leaving the erieriy to riot inthle blood and plunder of our people
I th1en1lirgedtliecontin tied prosecetimon oftimewvar, aiuti its final terniira-
tioII, witlloult re ard toseasons. Ihreeears' experience has confirmed
nme iiitlme opinion I then entertained and had this policy been] pursued,
I doubtnot thewvar\v-ouldllongsince havebcken brought to a successful

187 [2978 1



[t278)] ''0

arid honorable conclusion,annd with less than half tile locs of life and ex-
pendiltire of treasurre it lims already cost thle Government. :
Thc army has never rematited loi'u enough il the field to produce any

decisive result. These short expeditions of a few months or weeks, re-
quliring, on each occasion, a'new outfit of transportation and supplies, Iave
had a tendency to exihatist the resources of the Government,twvlilv, by their
failure to subdiue the enemy, they have added to his confidence, anld con-
firmed his resistance.
Be assured, sir, that the warlike Seminoles, in their n;itive hammocks,

are lIot to be subduled in a campaign of two or three months'; nor will they
even be dispirited by such operations, when they knowv that the army wvill
retire: into summer quiarters with the first appearance of sprinZ leaving
Them undispiuted masters of the field. So long as. they shall iiijoy nine
months in the year secure from pllrstlit-so Iong ;ls they are permitted
to cultivate their fields in peace, and prosecute this predatory warfare
on the frontier inhabitants with impunity, they will continue to resist our
power.. The' enemy has shown himself too treacherous for negotiation.
Thle last' hope of su;bduinig him by kindness,' and closing the war by con-
ciliatory measures, mtist have expired *vith the late victims of his treach-
'ry and cruel. ":War-to tie knife"'-uncoiuiprornising, extermiinating war-
is his motto and his deterininaatiol. If. it is to. be closed' by thle success of
our arms, rely on it. sir,' it must be prosecuted without regard to seasons.
'The pursuit of the enemy must he' persevering and' continuotis, without
halt, truce. or parley, until he shall be convinced both of our power and
oulr unyielding determination to subdue him. For my own part, I do not
believe, sir, that- the. end of tine will' find the. Seminioles a conquered peo-
ple,unlesss there should be a change in the mannt'r of conduicting the war.

I will not, pretend to say that tile present army-of the United States,
composed for the most part of officers and men reared in a more northern
latitude, unaccustomed, to the blurninir sun of the south, c'an prosecute the
war in'Florida during, the summer months without much hazard and loss.
Theexperienced generals who command the army are much better calciu-
lated than myself to decide this question. But for the people of the south
and west, I ant prepared to speak. There are mi-en iti Florida, Georgia,
and the ncigihboring States, who, if permitted, will take the field, and hold
it through every vicissitude and change of season; men wvho will not halt
for the summer's heat or winter's cold, until the enemy shadin have been
finally conquered. It is sich. a force as this, sir, that:I desire to see
imbodied for the prosecution of' the Florida war. And, if authorized to
do so, I have every reason to believe that I 'can in a fewv weeks have one
.or two birigades ready for service. With a view of making a fair ex-
periment with this force, if approved, I would sgocrest the propriety of
assigning a.particular district for it to operate in, where it will be subject
alone to the orders of its owni officers, ;vho will he responsible for any
failure of e enterprise within its' limits.: This district should embrace the
frontier of Middle and West Florida, and extend ais far south as the Withla-
coochie, and a line due east from its source to the' Atlantic. In presenting
this plan of operation, I am aictuaxted by no unkind feelings towards the
army of the United States, whic' has at all thnes been distinguished for
its gallantry, but by an ardent desire to relieve the people of this Territory
from the horrors and calamities of a savage war. which ha.3 been so lona
maintained or, its borders. If, in conjunction with this plan of operation,



encoiiragement is given to emigration by granting a bounty of land, and
allowing pity and rations to those who wvill settle the country and enrol
themselves air service, in a few months there would be a suFicient popula-
tion of hardy, enterprising inen, located in the peninsula, to hold their
positiolls graitnst the whole force of the Indians. When this perfidious and
savage people, wvho disregard all pledges, however solemnly made, and who
Cannot be won by kindness and conciliation, however sincerely proffered,
shal see, instead of the frontier settlements giving way before them. a white
population making permanent settlements in the wilderness, they will no
longer hope for success in their desperate resistance, and will be satisfied
to emigrate from the country.

For the defence of the frontier settlements, allow me, sir, to call your
attention to the plan I suggested to the Secretary of War, in a letter which
I had the honor to address to himi on that subject, dated the 4th of October
last. Had this plan been adopted, I entertain the belief that the present
sQttlements in Florida would not only have been entirely free from danger,
but that the line of frontier would have been advanced far beyond its
present boundary ; that the utinnerous plantations from whliich the inhabit-
ants have been driven during- the war would have been reoccupied and
cultivated during the present year ; thus driving the Indians within more
narrow limits, and pYroducing a large quantity of corn for the use of the
army during the next campaign. Should you approve of the plan then sug-
gested, ius execution may yet contribute greatly to the security of the present
frontier inhabitants. In. a conversation held with the Secretary of War on
the subject, he expressed himself favorably disposed to this plan, and lie
gave all order for its partial execution; but the commanding general con-
sidered the order addressed to his discretion, and it was never carried into
execution.

If the suggestions I have ventured to make should be deemed unworthy
of consideration, I hope they may at least induce your excellency to ex-
amine into the present situation of this Territory, and provide for its in-
habitants a better system of defence. If the war raged only at a distance,
and the lives and fortunes of our people were secure from danger, we might,
like other citizens of the United States, look with calmness on the scene of
conflict, and leave the arms of the nation to vindicate their own reputation.
But while our slumbers are nightly broken by the yell of the savages-
while our property is arrested from our possession, and our wives and
children are perishing in the flames of our own dwellings--we can no longer
be silent. We must invoke the constituted authorities for protection; but,
above all, we ask that we may be furnished with the means of protecting
ourselves, and defending those who are dearer than our own existence.

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
I. K. CALL,

Governor of Florida.
His Excellency MARTIN VAN BUREN,

President of the United States.

TALLAHASSEE, August 5, 1839.
SIR: 1 have the honor herewith to enclose a copy of my correspondence

with Colonel William Davenport, of the United States army, from which
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you vill perceive that he has .repeatedly refused to furnish supplies for :the
troops of tlie Territory, which I have thought necessary for the defence of
the frontier. After his first 'reftisal, '1 enclosed to. him a copy of your letter,
autho~rizing, me, in cases of embergency, to' call out a militia force not ex-
ceedijig 3U1o) men, fnd rc'quirinia the officers of' the 'Government to furnish
the wit}] supplies. I considered the massacre of thirteen persons in otle
night b.y the A'nitive Greek indians such an emergency as required the
exercise of the authority which yovn had conferred on me, particularly as
Colonel Davenport refused positively to move' against these Indians with
the amnple force under his command. His reasons'for this you will find
.in his letters. I should he content to submit this correspondence to your
consideration without a remark, were it not for the letter of Colonel l)aven-
port of the 21st of May, which %was evidentilyjintended more for the War
Department and the eye of the commanding geuieral 'than for myself. In'
this letter, the Colonel has, with much ilgelnuity, made out a plausible ex-
cuse for his own conduct; while he has, in my opinion, indulged in nfn-
merited censure and unbecoming remnarks .on the codiuct of the people of
this Territory.' A'brief narraitioln of facts will plaice both in their proper'
light. On the 11th of February the Indians renewed their attacks on the
frontier settlements of Middle Florida, which were: continued with short
intervals until abotit'the middle of March., So soon as General Taylor,
then at;Tampa Bay, heard of this unexpected outbreak on the frontier. (for.
he. no doubt believed he had provided an ample force for its protection,) he
ordered' Colonel Davenport, with four companies of the 1st regiment of in-
fantry, to proceed, by steamboat, to St. Mark's where a cornpany of dragoons.
'were ordered to; join' him. These troops, with those previously stationed
in Middle and West Florida, gave Colonel Davenport, as.1 am informed, a
command consisting of fourteen or-fifteeii companies of regular troops. He
arrived at St. Mark's on the 5th or 6th of March, with the four companies of
*.the 1st infantry. Hc' was directed by General Taylor to confer with me,
but, to the best ofmy recollection, he, was ordered to commence his operations.
north and west of. the enemy, so. as to dislodge the fugitive Creeks from
West Florida, and drive the whole Indian force to the west of the Suwanee.
On the evening of the Gih of March he: had a personal interview' with me,
and made me acquainted with his instructions. I then urged him, by every
argument I was capable of making to proceed, without 'delay, against the
Creek Indians. I informed .him of the danger they threatened to the settle-
ments, by permitting them to remain in" the situation they then held', and
offered him any number of militia he might require to co-operate with him
in the expedition. But the Colonel declined moving against: the Indians,
on the ground that the season was too far advanced to commence. a cam-
'paign. It is. true, as stated by him, that Captain 'Hutler had reported that
the Creeks had expressed: a willingness to emigrate, provided they were
permitted to go by land;' but this was .some two months before, and must
have been known to General Taylor at the time he gave his orders: to Col.
-Davenport. The Indians had not come in, nor was there, at that time, any
prospect of their doing so.' At this period, every, house on the frontier of
Middle Fl6rida was exposed to the utmost danger,; yet on the. 11th of
March, as you will perceive from my letter of that date, the four companies
'of the Ist infantry remained encamped at St.' Mark's, and not until some
days after, did they move out to take the positions I requested them to oc-
cupy in that letter. The Colonel mentions having made a requisition on



mc for foull compallies of volulntrers, to serve f(r twelve motiths--two of
horse, arnd two ol foot. Ile spealks of the iny inl r isingr these troops, as
thowtonh it h;i(d callsed (lisappoilttliellt in] Ills plall o[ op rationls. The. Os-
teIsthilie ohivct ofr(qhiring these troops, as set1.orth in his letter of the 21st
of Maxy, vas to dislodge theTIndians trom Patterson's hamitllocl. lie says,

ti at I lnii1l t (do tliis with the greatest certatity. I tt(lh -lgt Ihost to employ
il this service men better acquainted with these lI'strnesses thIan the regular
soldiers pretend to lbe. With this olhject in vifxv, I call d onl your excellency
for ohur comlpalies of' Florida volunteers, to serve for twelve months, agree-
ably to a lawv of the Legislative Cou ncil oln the 1IIth of March," &c. Noxv
sir, the place called Patterson's hammniock does not exceed eiZllt or ten
miles square. It is situlated about 40 miles frorn St. Mark's, with a good
public road leadinga from that place almost within sight of it. Tlhe com-
aliay of dragoons ordered from the east to join Coloneil [)avenp,)orts com-
mantd must have marched within a few miles of this hammock, and were
alone sufficient to have routed ever Indian from it. And there were
several other companies of regular troops stationed not far distant from that
hamlmock, attended by experienced guides, and fully competent to the per-
formance of this duty. Before thle arrival of' Colonel Davenport or the re-
inforccrments brought with him, Major Noel, under the orders of (Colonel
Green, wvithl his command, l)enetrated this hatnniock; and, but for the Wound
he received by the accidental discharge of his ownt pistol, no doubt is enter-
tained but that he would have driven out every Indian. One of the mounted
compareies required by Colonel Davenport was raised, mastered into service
for twelve months, an(l about the 15th of April, inl conjunction with another
company of volunteers, for six monthis.. A number of our citizens and the
regular troops maide a drive for tile Indians in this celebrated hammock.
But the expedition had been so long delayed, the Indians had abandoned it.
On the 28th of April 1 received a letter from Colonel Davenport, informing
me that the second compally of moun ted men ordered to be ralised-for twelve
mouths had failed to rendezvous at the time and place appointed. He says,
" I conclude he (the captain) has not been able to raise a company; and I tam
the less concerned at itas I already have, in myopinion,as manymounted men
as the service reqtlires in this quarter." In the s.ane letter, he asks to be in-
formed whether he maey any longer expect the two foot companies, or either
of them, aslkcd for in ills letter of the 11th of March. To this letter I gave
an. immediate reply; and informed him, with regret, that volunteer footmen to
serve for twelve months could nrot he raised in this Territory at that time;
but that as many mounted volunteers as he rmfight require could be obtained.
I informed him that footmen could only be raised by draught, and for
four months, agreeably to the laws of the territoryr, and, if required,
a draughllt should be ordered to raise them. No reply was made to this until
the 21st of May, when the Colonel seems to have thought it necessary, in
answer to my letter calling onl hilm to make an expedition against the Creek
Indians, (who had then recently committed a number of murders,) to speak
of the delay and disappointmuetit ill not getting these two companies of foot
for twelve months: He says, "1 I did njot expect you to offer me horsemen ; I
had liot asked for four months' mnen," In his letter of thle 2sth of April,
lhe says: " I had flattered myself, with their aid, (the two companies of
foot asked for, for twelve nionths,) I could operate against the fuigitive
Creeks to the wvest of the Wakulla, without too much weakening my line
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of defence." Now, if the Colonel had really been in want of troops, it does
appear to me th at hie wonl d not have l)e(eL so very fastidious in his choice
as to refused to receive motinited volunteers for twelve months, or drauglited
foolnten for four months ; nor can 1 see the necessity of raising ren for
twelve months, when nine, at least, out of the twelve, are to be spent in
summer (Iiarters. In addition to tile large regular f6rce eilimloyed on this
frontier during thle present year, there have beeni two compalnies of mounted
voluniteeers, a tid a coiplpaiy of drank glhted in illii a a part of tile time ; atid yet it
is a fhct well known, that the Indians have bitillt houses, cleared lands, and
cultivated crops west of the Stwvanee, anded the frontier of Middle Florida has
suffered niore than it ever did wvheri defended alone by four companies of
Florida militia. riThe Colonel has thought, it necessary to speak of some
persons who fled from tills Territory to avoid a draught ; and this is now,
no doubt, a matter of record iln thle War D)epartmnent. When explained,
this will niot be considered a matter of reproach against the citizens of
Florida, amongor whl1om there is as nicli character, respectability, and spirit,
as will be ibitid ill any part of Atneriett- The laws of this Territory, how-
ever, make aliens amid transient persolls, who have been ten clays previous-
ly ill thle Territory, liable to draiiglit and it is not at all. remarkable that
such persons, having bit little to detain thlem1 in the country, and no per-
mnnnent residence, s Iiotl(1 leave the Territory, sooiier than serve a campaign
of four months aaainst tile Indians, or even to remain in summer quarters
that length of time. It is true that some persons of this description did
run anvay at thle time mentiotied by Colonel Davenport; but it hias rarely
occurred that any citizen of the Territory, when draughted and required to do
so, has not served either by himself or substitute. In speaking of Captain
Byrd's company of draughted men, the colonel says, "of the whole num-
ber draughted, very few of them are nowv in the companyy" Tllis state-
ment wvas also true, and yet it was calculated to make a false impression.;
for tule company was at that time fitu , or very nearly so, though the greater
part of the men were substitutes authorized by the laws of the Territory.

I have been thus particular, sir, in commenting on the letter of Colonel
Davenport of the 21st of May, not witll a view of doing him injury, (for I
have no such desire,) but to do justice to thle people of F'lorida, wvho, in my
opinion, lhave been utijustly and illiberally assailed. With regard to tile
refusal of Colonel Davenport to furnish the supplies I have required for
the defence of the frontier, I have notliing to say: the facts are now before
you, and are submitted without a remark. It is proper, however, that I
should inform you that I have now two companies of mounted men in the
pay of, arid subsisted by, the Territory; and that I shall employ as many more
as the limited resources of the Territory can support, until every frontier
settler shall be relieved fir m danger.

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
R. K. CALL.

Hon. J. R. POINSETT,
Secretary of War.
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Copics of th/e documented referred to in R. IC. Call's letter of August 5th,
lS39, addressed to the honorable J. R. Poinselt.

::C1I UARTERS, ST. MARK'S :J. F.,
MA. Irch i 1; 1839.

Sill: Regardingit as a duty to userall means in my power to give protec-
tioIn to all [the frontier inhabitants, and believing the aid of part .6f them ne-
cesswry to enable me to effect this end, so mnuclh desired by all of-us,I have
the lionor to request of your excelleklev four companies of militia.

Upoil the supposition that they can best perform the service which will
be required of them by being a part mounted and a part on loot, I -have to
request two companies of each, to serve for one year unless sooner dis-
chartred..

It is desirable that they be. raised, any tray you may think best, as early
as priActicalble; and when organized agreeably to la., (notice being given,)
an officer will attend at the time and place of rendezvous to muster them
into the service of the United States.

hIave: the honor to be your excellence's obedient servant,
WM.. DAVENPORT,

Colonel commanddinr,
His Excellency R.. K. CALL,

Tallahassee, Florida.

TALLAII&SSEE, Marc/s Ii, 1839.
Dr;AR SrR: I regret that it will be out of.my power to visit St.. Mark's

to-morrow, as 1 had intended:; but, on reflection, I can find nothing mate-
riol to add to the Suggestions 1 have already made in my verbal communi-
cations with you relative to the defence of this frontier, which is now ex-
posed to the greatest daiger, and is suffering* frOm the repeated and COntin-
tied attacks and depredations of the enemy. Allow me again to repeat my
,earnest request that one company of the troops under your command may
be stationed oll or near the St. Augustine road, midway between Charles's
ferry and San Pedro; one company midway between San Pedro and the
Oscilla ferry; one company near the natural bridge of the St. Mark's; one
company at Richardsoti's, near the head of the Wakulla; and one at the
Six-miile spring, on -the railroad. These, with the postkalready established,
shoulld be. connected by al chain .of scouts to pass daily from post to post,
and thus cover the -wlie line of. frontier.. In advance of these posts; I pro-
pose to place the volunteer companies, now raising, which will be tendered
to you for service. They should be required to scout the whole country
from the settlements to the sea-coast, which would, it is believed, give entire
protection to Middle Florida.

Yours, respectfully, .
:~~~~~~~~~~~~RK:PI. CALL.

Colonel WMi. DAVENPORT, U. S. Army.

WAcrssA, Marc/ 22, 1839.
DNAP Sin: Your excellency's letter of the 20th is at hand. You-will

please remember that the company of the 1st infantry stationed near th
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natural bridge, on the St. Mark's, was put there by your particular desire.
However, if it is of no service there, I will use it elsewhere, where I have
use for it. My order to him was to locate at the place mentioned by Cap-
tain Byrd, if he thought proper, after exanmining it. I presume hie concluded
that it wits iot a point promising health. We have been in active pursuit
of the Indians since the conflict with Powell, and I doinot yet despair of
somae success. We shall, at least, if I am niot deceived, drive them to the
cast of the Stiwanee before the'y can get rest.

I amn, sic, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
WILLIAM D)AVENPORT,

Colonel cornmandimn.
Governor It. K. CALL, Tallahassee.

1TlALJLAIIASSE.E, lIarcht 23, 1839.
E:AIL SI It: Inimilediately after the receipt of your letter of the 11t1 inst.,

I crave tle necessary orders for raising, for the term of twelve months, four
coml)paiies of voltineers(two of fihotand thesainenumberof mounted men)
acgreeaebly to your requisition. I have njow the lhonor to inform you that one
eompaiiy of iounited inen wili be ready at San Pedro to be mustered into
service on the 25th instant, which I have requested Captain Griffin, adjl.
tant general of the armiy of' Florida, to inspect and muster into service. It
mav requlire some timee to organize thef remaining three companies, as the
term for which time lawv requires them -to be raised is longer than men are
generally willinr to engage. As soon as practicable, however, they shall
he raised and reported to you for service. The company of militia under
the command of Captain Byrd will be ready for muster and inspection on
Wednesday next, at tile canmp, onl tihe road between Magnolia and Camp
WVacissa. A part of the men have already been in service some time. I
desire that the company rmlay be mustered in such manner as to secure to
them the pay to which they timay be entitled. They were raised when the
settlements were exposed to great danger-two or three at a time, as they
were assembled, without waiting for a systematic organization. I'rom the
conversation I have had with you on the subject, I have considered both
this and Captain Rowle's company already under your command. The lat-
ter, like the former, wias, from necessity, ordered into service before it was
completed ; and, as it hns been constantly on the scout in service, I cannot
say whether it yet contains the requisite number. You will please give
such orders for its niuster and future service as you may think proper.

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
R. K. CALL,

Governor oJ Florida.
ColonCl DAVFNPORT,

United Ntatcs army.

TALLAHASeSE, March 23, 1839.
DEAlt SIR: I have just received your letter of V2d instant, in reply to

inae of thle 20th, in which you observe: "' You will please remember that
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the company of the 1st infantry, stationed near the natural bridge, on the
St. Mark's, was put there by your particular desire. IHovever, if it is of no
service there, I will use it elsewhere. wvhere I have use for it." From this
remark, it would seem that you consider this company actually at tile place
where I requested it to be stationed. Such is not thle case. 1 understand
that it is some five or six miles distant from ithe plice I recommended. When
I requested a company to be stationed at or near the natural bridge of the
St. Mark's, it was with a viev of havitig it placed tIv;ar enougllh to be of some
service in guarding that pass, nid not with a design of having it pUlaced somie
five or six niles off, and within a few hmundhrcd Valrds of the headquarters of
another company, where it would and must bt! e ulinelvnecessary. Subse-
(lutent to rlly request, you informed nc that you lind ordered this company to
Richmiond, on the St. Mark's ; which I considered a very good position. On
learnilnt that the company had taken post eirl miles fiom that place, along-
side of Captain Byrd's company of Florida 1n1ilita,, I comunlDUicated this
intelligence to you, and expressed the opinion tha1lt its presence wvas unnre-
cessary there, and not unnecessary at or near the natural bridg'ye of thle St.
AMark's, where I had requested it to ie plaCed. 1 an IthIus Palrticcular in re-
plying to this part of your letter, with no o0//u' object than to acquit myself
of the stipposed inconsistency of recomnniendilg station for the troops, and
then immediately condemning it as unlnecejssary. I wish. it also remembered
that, in recommending a station at tilhe natural nridre and at the Six-mile
sprillg on the railroad, it was only telmporary, nutil vonl should receive fur-
titer information wvith regard to the fulgitive Creek Indians in West Florida.
As you expressed aln unwillicgness to send these companies to a distance
'util you received this intelligence, I shall he trlylly rrateflul to hear that thle
party in pltrsllit of the Indians, who remained so long depredatinr on this
frontier, has succeeded in routinog and driving thenm e*st of tlhe Suwanee.

I amil sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
R. K. CALL.

Colonel WILLIAM DAVFNPO T,
Unitled ANlales army.

HEADQUARTERS, FORT WACISSA, M. F.
March 31, 1839.

SIR: I did not have the honor to receive your excellency's letter of the
23d inst. until. my arrival here yesterday. 1 regret thero should be any
difference of opiniorl between us as regards the station of that company of
the 1st inrfantryon the road froin St. Mark's to Richniond. It was certainly
my ivish to station it agreeably to your desire, nnd, I tmay add, that I [regret 1]
fhave ftuiled to do so. You requested in your letter of tile I1th inst., which, was
duly received, "that one company of the troops tinder your command be
stationed at or nenr the natural bridge of the St. Marks ;' and it was in.
accordance with this request the company was ordered there. After every
thing, belonging to the company was in the wagon, and the company para-
ded to march, 1 was visited by Captain Byrd, who informed me that he wa&
stationed at the natural bridge, and could guard that pass, and that he
thought I had better send the company to Richmoud. This I mentioned
to Captain Day, and told him to lool at that point, and, if it promised health,
to occupy it. I have not seen the Captain since, but presume tbat he did
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examine it, and came to the conc.lusion thiat it could not be a healthy place.
requested Captain Byrd to -o' withl lilnii, and show him thle position hle

thought he should occupy Witlh a h1op1e to be usCell. Some tree hours af-
terwvards I met with you, and acqImaitited you Nvitli the opinions of Captain
Byrd. You replied that he kI;Uw the country better than you, and Rich-
mowid would prohahly be the b.cst lpositioli of the two. By this staellmenit
you will see that I never ordered a company to takle post at Richillolnd; alnd
if you evertold( eithat you wished on(e there, I htveflrottwii it. Gap-
tain Day wvas ordered to take pest at Orlear tIeuIlatural blidge, lin1t N'Las told
by nIeC, at tthe installt lie wa bo-)OLit to 110ove, thaIt liee t go as lir1Ii 11 )

as,liclitnond, shouL!d liethiink diat place more favorable to health, alcer; loolking
at it. 'lThe interviews I lhad with Captain Byrd, al)ove referred to, Was the
first time Ilheardlic had a conipaimy at the natural bridge. I aylv uIiriher
state to your excellency; that your letter ac(llatiliting mlle of lie time anldplace Captain13Byrd'scoinpanly would be ready to he m-ustered into service,
did not reachnme until yesterday. As ( 1aptaiiCGrifiut, whio wvailed oil ou,

wvas sent here le perform that dtitt,:[ tlhoullityou Nvould have givell him
the notice. Th'is Imncution by wVaLy of all apology for nothavin-i an officer
inattendance. To-dayI sclit all express to Ca ptaini Byrd. informlimlfhHill [hlat
I will be at his camnP at 10) o'clock A. M. on Tuesday next, and muslcr his
company into the service of thwe United States. Wishing further inforina-
tion from yout, I slhall visit'l'al lahassee in the course of Thur or five days, if
not prevented by sonme unforesete occurrence. T'he Indians, as I presumtleyou, have already heard, escaped.uLs. After huntiing about forseverall dalys,
very trace ofthlemn was lost, and all our efforts availed notliimr.

ain, witli g-reat respect, your excellency's most obediemit sleranot.
WiMl. DAVENPORlT,

Colonel T/. !. A., cotnaflaidinur.
Ilis Excellency R. K. CAir,,-

Tulla/iussee, Florida.

IIEADC).UARlTERS, FORTWVACASSA,
AIpril28't.IS3.9.

SIR: Captain Langford visited me at Fort iPoger Jones sornesiIx days
since, and gavem e notice that lie Would have a company of mion!! cd11 en

ready to be musteredOtl Saturday next, (yesterday.) Hav1 ing appointed
e oti a former occasion, I instrtucted himl to march it to FJort\WVcissa,where it would be received anid mustered ito the service of thet- United

States.
e has not attended, agreeably to his -appointment, nor have I heard

from him since. I conclude lie has not been able toraise acomnram;yv and
an t theless cone riied at it, as I already have, in my opinions, as many
mounted men astIlLstate of the service requires in this quarter.

Owving to circunisu.,,ces beyond my coimirol, do not expect service from
Captain Rowell's company, andsliall therefore discharge it at aii early
day.

Will your excellency inform me whether I am any longer to expect the
two companies of foot, or

c eiter Of themD, asked for in my requisition of the
11th of March l With nid, flattermyself would

power to operateagiinnS the fugitive Creeks to thre west of the Wakulla,
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-withouit disturbing my line of defence, so soon as the Indians to the east
of that river are driven across the Suwance. Indeed, I have a strong be-
lief that they have crossed it already, but 1 have no positive assurance
of it.

I am, sir, with high regard, your excellency's very obtedient servant,
WM. IDYV[NPORT,

Colonel U. AS. army, commanding.
i's Excceliflcy It. K. 'A .L.L,

'Il'zlu(Zassee, Aliddle Florida.

TALLAHIASSEE, April 28, 1839.
SIR 1 have received your letter of the present date, desiring to be in-

formed whether there is a prospect of praising the two companies of footmen
required in your letter of tile 11th ultimo. I regret to say that volunteers,
to serve onl foot for twelve months, cannot be raised in this Territory. As
many mounted companies as you may require can be obtained; but foot-
men cant only be raised by draught ; and the longest time for whicli they are
liable to serve, under the lawvs of this Territory, is four months. If required,
a drauo-lht will be ordered to organize such a force as you may deem neces-
sary for the service.

With regard to Captain Rowell's company, I should regret exceedingly
to see it disbanded, although I am satisfied that it is badly organized an&
badly located. The men comprising this company are generally good
materials, and, under proper discipline, would make efficient soldiers:
poor they are, and huave made sacrifices to enter the service, believing, them
would be employed during the period of six months. It is now too late for
them to plant, and, if disbanded, they will not only be without employment,
but Without the means of living. I thiuk humanity requires that they should.
be retained, and, by chanlging their position, and placing them in detach-
ments along the frontier, they might be made to perform valuable service.
I have to request that they may miot be disbanded until I shall have had a.
personal interview with you on the subject.

Yours, respectfully,
R. K. CALL.'

Colonel DAVENPORT.

TALLATIASSEE, .Ma(ty 20, 1839.
SIR: It is now more than two years since the fugitive Creek Indians,

<driven from the State of Alabama, invaded tihe western part of this rTlerri-
tory. With the exception of the annoyance they received froin our local
militia, called into service on my responsil)ility, it] the summer and fall of
1837, they have been permitted to remain in the country which they occu-
pied by force, almost without interruption, and have committed murders
and robberies on the inhabitants wvithm impunity. Since their first appear-
nnce in the country, 1 have repeatedly and most urgently invoked the
proper authorities of the Government to employ an adequate force for their
expulsion; but, as yet, nothing efficient has been done. You will recollect
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howv earnestly my solicitations were addressed to you on this subject, im-
medintely after you assumed the command of this district, in Ilarch last.
Tile imperative nature of the measlLre which I then recommended has been
fully demonstrated by the recent depredations of this lawless hand. A few'
days SilCC, near the Apalachuicola, fobur fitmnilies were robbed, [their dwvellings]
Iiurrit, anid fourfeei MCnI, women, and children of the number vere most
ifini mnailv butchered. TI'lhese horrid outrages will be contained so long
as the Indians are permitted to occupy their present position. Defensive
operations alone will not Jive protection to the inhabitants. Thle enllmy
will not on1ly altell onl tlhe spoil of on r people, but they will mulntiplv and
increase, tinder the mIl;smilres pl1useld by the Govern ment. Nothinili short
of their exrllpioll or (lestriictioll Will give secilrity to thle couIntry'. It is
believed [.it dlie principal force of the Ini ritive Creeks is now bet ween the
Apalachicola and Ocklocknev rivers, andlthit this has been their l)lace of
refuge diir-ng the list twelve inoriths. 'T'hie district of country embraced
between these two riVers, anrd between the lin(e of settlements and the sea-
board, is not more thiainl forty mulies square. 1 propose that all active expe-
dition be inside in that (Jistrict, and that constant pursuit be given to tile
Indians, mntil they sllill have, beeti driven beyond the reaclof annoyance.
If tile reatilar troops and the militia nowv tinder your command are not
sutficient to entuible Voul to condu]ct tilis enterprise, I will, with the lest pos-
sible delay, furnish such additional force as you may deem necessary.
Should you be unowVil in ir to arcept of the troops I now offer you, and will
furnish me with thle necessary transportation and supplies, I will guaranty,
even during the sumuner months, wvithu tile Territorial troops, tile expulsion
or destruction of every Indlian west of the St. Mark's river. I regret, ex-
¶remely, the necessity of drawing a military force from our sparse popula-
tion at a sellson of thle vear whene labor is so nmuch required for cultivation
bitt I cannot bear thle heart rending cries of the wvomen and children wvho
are sliaghtered on ouir borders. and I would nmake any sacrifice of men or
aromuey to give then protection. Could I have availed myself of the neces-
..sary resources, I should longtr since have made the expedition I now pro-
pose but, without thle neians of' procurinrg subsistence or transportation, I
amiUnder the nocessily of requesting you to furnish the necessary supl)lv,
or to conduct an expedition a(-ainst the fiuoitive Creeks, with thle troopss ini-
der your command.

Very respectfully,
R. K. CALL.

Col. W.t. DAVn.r:Nronr,
Uiticld Stales Army.

HEADQUTARTERS, FonRT LAWSON, M. F.,
May 21, 1S39.

SIR: I acknowledge the receipt of your excellency's letter of yesterday's
date. Nothing could aflord me more pleasure than to relieve you from the
presence of the fugitive Creeks, and secture the inhabitants from their depre-
dations. lThe instructions which 1 brought with me for mv government in
the prosecution of my public duties here, which you saw, called my atten-
lion particnarly to them, and you have since been constantly advised of
every measure taken in reference to them, You remember that they had
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signified a disposition to emigrate, provided they could be permitted to go
by land; and that Lieutenant Colonel Green was sent to St. Andrew's bay,
to see what it was necessary to do, to bring the matter to a close. From his
reports to me, it seems they had abandoned that part of the country, and I
was not satisfactorily informed where they had gone. The troops I brought
with mne, and, 1 believe I may add, those serving here before my arrival,
were posted according to your wish, for the better protection of the frontier.
At this time, as I washed to suppose, the Indians were in Patterson's ham-
nmock, which is surrounded by settlers, and I considered it my first duty to
dislodge them. That I might do this with the greater certainty, I thought
it best to employ in. this service men better acquainted with these fastnesses
thati the regular soldiers pretended to be ; with this object in view, I called
on your excellency for four companies of' Florida volunteers, to serve for
twelve months, agreeably to a law of the Lecrisla tive Council, onl the 11th
of March, a few days after my arrival in Middle Plorida, which you told mne,
ill a previous interview, could be supplied wvitliout difficulty. ri'his reqUisi-
tion has not beet] filled, yet I have received all the volunteers or militia you
have offered me, viz: one company for twvelve months,one for six months,and
one ot draughted militia for four months, many of wvhom are from Georgia.
There was aL gTreat want of promptness in supplyingy them-much, to be re.
gretted, as the summer wvas so near at hand. Finding my requisition not
likely to be filled, or, if filled, it would be so late I coUlId make no use of
them, I addressed a letter to you on the 2Sth tilt., inquiring whether there
was any prospect of getting the two companies of fiot I had asked for on
the 11th of March last, and saying to you that I had flattered myself, with
their aid, I could operate against the fturitive Creeks to the vest of the Wa-
kulla, without too much weakening myhline of defence. In] your answer,
of the same date, which you remind ine is still unanswered, you say that
" volunteers for twelve months, to serve on foot, cannot be raised in this
Territory at this time ; as many mounted mhen as you may require can be
obtained." I did not expect you to offer me horsemen; and this. too, in re-
ply to my letter,in which I informed you that I already had, in my opinion, as
many amounted men as the service requiired in this quarter. You say that foot-
mnen can only be raised by draught, and for four months, agreeably to the law
of the Territory; and, if required, a draught will be ordered for such a force
as may he needed. Mly not promptly replying to this, you mlay attribute to
any thirgs btut the want of courtesy for yoL. In resortincr to a draught, to fill
Captain 13Byrd's company, two months since, with all the authority, activity,
anad zeal you have, it Was found difficult to get the dratigllted men to serve;
rather than obey the draught, many of them fled the country; and, finally, of
the wvhole number draughted,very fewof themare now in the company. Tihe
people thus shovingr so much reluctance to the service, I thought it would
be very disagreeable to you to resort to a draught, except upon the strongest
aend most evident necessity; this I did not conceive to exist. I had not asked
for four months' men, and the state of affairs at that time did not seem par-
ticularly to require that 1 should then aisk for them. Tllese I offer you as
mv reasons for not answering with promptness your note of the 28th tilt.

In the afternoon of the 19th inst. I apprized you of what you had no doubt
previously heard-that General Macorub had directed the suspension ofact-
ive operations, the hostile Indians having signified a willingness to visit
him at Fort King; and I also told you that our activity would not be re-
laxed along the frontier line of settlers. Being in possession of this infor-
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nation, vonl till readily perceive the impropriety of calling for more troops,
accepting therit, or even actively operating with those 1ihave. Should I
remaining in conimand in Aliddle llorida, when the proper titrmc arrives I will
employ (if I can gert them) as many ofvour troops as the safety atd interest
of Florida rvequires. Indeed, at ainy time I miav discover that more of them,
tire needed than havvt been called tor, I will forthwith apply to your excel-
Jency. It is not seen that any addition to the present force is needed now.
Should von dill'er fronI mC lipOll this point, and clil out troops, I shall de-
cline receivinr, or finrnishinz them with supplies of any kind. Your letter
of the '20th ins;. shall he forwarded to the General, whose decision shall be
forwarded to you "-fien received.

I have the lionor to be. your excellency's obedient servant,
W.U. L)AVENPORT,

Colonel U. iS. Army, comm7,nzacning.
His 1Excellency RI. K. C'XALL.

Govern or of Plorida, Tallahassee.

TALLAIASS.9:tE, May 25, 1839.
SiR: I have received your letter of ile 21st instant, and regret to find it a

labored efFort to vindicate the propriety of your own conduct by casting ulnjulst
an-I untnerited reproaches onl the people of this Territory. These are topics
'Which I shalll int discuss with yoU, thut shall, at a proper timre, lay your

-letter before the Secretary of XVar, Wvith SUch comments as it may seem to
me to merit. Leaving, refused to order an expedition against the fugitive
Creek Indians encamped within the limits of one of thle most populous
counties of this Territory, where you hiavc been officially informed that
they recently destroyed in one night thirteen wornen and children, and
where you have heen advised others are exposed to thle same fate, I shall,
under the laws of this Territory, proceed to organize a force for their ex-
pulsion. I cannot concu r in the opinion you seem to entertain, that the
fugitive Creek Indians, urkinglr oln the seaboard of Middle and West Flori-
da, at a distance of inore thait two hundred miles from any portion of the
country claimed by the Seminoles, are intended by the Government to be
included in the proposed trtice with the Indians of Florida located oln the
peninsula. I slaill, therefore, use my bust efforts to dislodge tienm from their
present position.

Presuming that von mavy iot be opprized of the authority I posseSs fromt
the Secretary of War to raise troops in case of emergucy, 1 eticlose yen
herewith a copy of his letter tn rune, and to GeijeraLl r1'.Ty lor, on thiat subject.
Under this authority, I .ask of you the ulecessarv supplies for three hundred
men, to be cnzaged ill active operations against tihe Creek illdialns.

Res)ectfully, yoLur obedient servalnt,
r. K. CALL.

Colonel DAvE NPoRT, U. S. Ari-iy.

HEADQUARTERS, FORT ROCER JONI S, M. F.,
AMay 30, 139.

SrR: Your excellency's letter of the 25th instant, in answer to miine of
the 21st, I have the honor to acknowledge. I wvill "I labor to vindicate my



own conduct" whenever I find it necessary; butyoUnre entirely mistaken
if you suppose Iiave fora njonient tIoul(rht that tine had arrived ; when it
does, I have no ideawhiate'erliaUt I shiall have to vindicate myself to you.
If I LI made any misstatenicints, I would have snpliosed thatvou would
hLaVe pornitedX tlleii oilt.. 'This you have iot u nderatkell, hutcl111rgC mt
Wi lli ' castin-r unjust and unmerited reproaches ontie people of the'I'er-
ritory." You further add," these are topics wvhieh I shall not IiscCUss with
vNT' , butshall at a proper time lay your letter before the Secretary of War,
Withlsuchcomments as it may seen tomie to merit." If you will riot dis-
cusstiern, why do you allude to them in your letter? You caln use ily
letter as you think best;thel truth therein recorded will always remain un-
changed. The letter will no doubt reachW the Secretary of War, as a Matter
of'COISc ; hUEyou have my full consent to send it when you please, and
append to it any" comments" which, in you r opinion, it may"Imerit." If
I have heen so indiscreetas to cast iuinjiust and uninerited reproach uponi
the people of this Territory," I do assure you it was alloretlier lilitell-
tional on my part; and I regrret You have contented yourself' with roundly
assertinrm it, inislead of pointing out the case you refer to. Youlnosz; very

well thatany thing, whether labored ornot, you find ininy letter, is strictly
true; and, indeed, I donot see that you have contradicted or denied any part
of it. Under such. circumstances, I arn really curious to know whatyoL
intend to append to my letter for the information of the Secretary of War.
What I have stated he~vill admit; and it is not in your power to disprovew
any part of it. 1 our comments upon,my letter no doubt I shall see in due
tirne, and I shall then reply to theni if they meritmy attention.
The irneasiure I have taken for the better protection of the frontier inhabit-

ants of Gadsden county will not be changed att present. Tle whole affair
has been stated to thre General, and, iflie can discover wvhat more the crisis
calls for, lie can direct accordinglv. I am riot behind Vour excellency iii
regrets at the recent murders of soimany women nd children on the Apa-
lachicola. In your letter of the 20th you say fourtedn were killed in thait
to which this is an answer you say thirteen. Tile information upon wvhich
II place most reliance states the whole number killed at seven. These un-
fortunate families lived at a very exposed point-perhaps twenty or more
miles fromn anybody else* and I hear that some of them were supposed to
be in thle practice of supplying the Indians. Was niot Smith tile manr yoll
wished mne to send a command after. to examine his house and bring him to
Tallahiassee for trial? The letter of the Secretary of War, of the 28th Feb-
ruary list, does not apply to the subject of discussion, at the present crisis at
least. Twxvo hundred of the men he then had in view you knowv were
called for and could not be obtained. I have duly considered my reply to
lour former letter, and 1 nced only say here, that I shall adhere to it, and.

decline furnishing anv troops vou may think proper to call out wvithi stip-
plies of any kind. When you send my first letter to the Secretary of War,
please also send this.

Tphle general order of the 18th instant, declaring tile war at an end, will
be lianddrh von by Captain I leintzelman.

IResp-cilhlly, your obedient servant,
WVM. DAVENPORT,

Colonel U. NS. army, c07ommanldi t g
To His Excellency R. K. CALL,

Govei tior of Iloriida, Tallahassee, AL. F.
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HIEADQUARTERS) FORT LAWSON, M. F.,
July 14, 1839.

SIR: Youir excellency's letter of this morning has been received; and it
grieves me to lind by it that thle Indians are acrain in the heart of the settle-
mnent, and as hostile ns ever. I will (Io what I call for the protection of tile
ilinalitants, atid should he most happy were I able to meet their wants and
wishes. No exertion shall be spared to accomplish it. As their best sc-
curity, how'wvr, I would have the people exposed always on the watch.

I an1t, sir, very respectfully, your excellence's obedient servant,
WIM. 1)AVElN POR{T,

Uolonel U. S. arm1yt, conunianding.
'1'O His ExcelleICIV R. K. CmI},

Tallaltassee, JlU. F.

TLrATIASSEE, Ju1ly 16, 1839.
Si a : I have just beeti infornmed that within the last fewv days fresh III-

diati signi hIas beenj diScovered oIn the west side of the Ocklockney river,
near I lawevys mills. If convenient. I have to request a scout may be sent
to exan1.iii in that part of the country. A competent guide wvill be found
-it thlN HIjIS.

Yours, respectfully,
R. K. CALL.

Col. W.M. DA)VE1NP'ovRT,
United Statles Army.

JIAI)JQUARITERS, WVEST OF THIE SUWANErt.E,
Fort Lawison, July 17, 1S39.

Slit: Ynur exxc-illency's letter of yesterday is just received, and 1 have
tle holor to) state, in rep-ly,that I h;ave tiloulght it probable the Indians had
abandoned the country to thevwest of the WNaliulla. It is important that the
truth upon this point should be known, and I will endeavor to ascertain it.
This, however, is as much as I can do at this timne.

B3radley's company being of no use at present on the Suwanee, I have
directed it to be stationed on1 the Magnolia road, .s decidedly tile best posi-
tion to protect the inhabitants west of the St. Mark's river.

I am, sir, your excellency's obedient servant,
WM. DAVENPORT,

Colonel U. S. army, comnmnandingr.
To His Exccllency R. K. CALL,

Tallahassee, M.. P

TALLAITASSEE, JUly 17, 1839.
SIR: The destruction of the family of Mr. Chaires by the Indians, on

the night of the 13th instant, within eight miles of this place. has confirmed
me in the belief I have ever entertained, that the truce with the Seminioles



would result in the renewal of the war with all its horrors. This fatal out-
rare, committed in the heart of one of the most populous counties of the
Territory, has occasioned much excitement amonz the planters, who enter-
tain just apprehension of danger to their families anid their estates. To
restore tranquillity and insure protection, I have ordered one hundred mount-
ed miien to be raised in this county, as a guard for the frontier. These
troops are expected to assemble at this place on Saturday, thie 20t1 instant
at %which time I have to request that they may be furnished from the stores
of the Government with the necessary articles of supplies, to enable them
to perform the services so essential to the security of the county. Until a
more permanent force could be organized, I ordered a small company of
mounted VoIlInteers to take post at or near Captain Byrd's, on the A;tl~golia
road, where they are now stationed, and from whence they furnish guards
to the houses most exposed, every night. 1 have further to request that they
may be supplied with subsistence and forage for a few days, wVhen they will
be relieve(] by the troops now preparing for service.

I anm, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
IR. K. CALL,

Governor of Ilorida.
Colonel AVIrLIAmn DAVENPORT,

United States Army.

IHEAIDQUARTERS, lWEST OF TIlE SUAVANEE,1,
Fort Lawson, July IS, 1839.

SIR: I have the honor to acknowledge your excellency's letter of the
17th instant, asking for supplies for yotr troops, and to inform you that
niy reply is the same I have heretofore given you upon the same subject
and it wvill remain uinchanged while 1 command the troops operating in
.liddlc Florida. Should this decision meet the disapprobation of the Gene-
ral or the Government, it is in the power of either to have ine superseded
in the command. My reason for this determination, to which I shall ad-
here, arises principally from the belief that embarrassments will ensue,
hurtful, if not destructive, to the public good, if the same staff should be
subject to two different and distinct authorities at the same time. Neither
of us could form any plan withl the necessary confidence depending upon
their agency.
The period of the expiration of the truce having arrived, and we having

evidence that the Indians are still in Middle Florida, I will receive into
the service of the United States the one hundred men you are now raising
in rallahassee. Should you accede to this proposition, 1 will appoint an
officer to muster them into the service at any time your excellency may
designate.
Ten days' supply of provisions were sent to Byrd's plantation for thirty-

five men a few days since. Nothing more will be sent.
I am, sir, very respectfully, your excellency's obedient servant,

WM. DAVENPORT,
Colonel U. S. Army, commanding.

His Excellency R. K. CALL,
Tallahassee, Middle Florida.
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TALLAHASSEE, July22, 1839.
Sit: I have rcceived vonr letter of the 18th instant. Yonr very positive

and peremptory refusal to furnish, from the abundant stores of the Govern-
rneit, the supplies I have requested for troops I have ordered to be raised
for the defence of the frontier, renders all further discussion on the subject
unnecessary. I cannJot, however, assent to the propriety of the reason you
have assi,_gned for that refusal. 1 asked you for supplies to enable mc to
defend the frontier settlenments recently assailed, and still exposed to the
ravages of the cnemy. I did not request you to place iny staff subject to
my orders, for I have no desire to exercise the least control over any one of
its members ; nor could your order, (if given,) directing then to supply my
troops while engaged in the defence of the country, by any just inference
subject theem to my authority.

I shall dlecline havillng these troops mustered into the service of the Uni-
ted States until I amI well assured that they will be promptly and efficiently
employed in expelling thie Indians from Middle Florida, where they ilae
been permitted to remain with .their families during the present season,
building houses and cultivating crops, while they have covered the frontier
with blood aind carnage.

I shall nevertheless endeavor to comply with any requisition you may
make on me Ior a rmilitia force, in conform-nity with the orders of the Presi-
dent of the United States.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
R. K. (.ALL,

Governor oJ 'lorida.
Col. WMi. DAVENPORT,

UJ iledle s ili'my.

HIEADQUARTERS OF TIHE ARMY,
Washiinglon, Algtst 21, 1837.

SIR: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the
3d instant, oln the subject of that, part of mny annual report made to the.
Secretary of Var last year, wvlhich gives an account of the operations of the
army in Florida against the Seminoles, especially in reference to the affair
of the Withlacoochlie ; in which report, you think that injustice has been
done to the Florida volunteers then tinder your command.
The report to which vou allude was based on the official information

which had been received by me ; and had I been furnished with so detailed
a statement of thle afihir of the 3Ist December, 1835, with the explanations,
as that which you nowv present ini the communication above referred to, it
would have afforded me the greatest satisfaction to have reiterated the praise
von bestow on the Florida volunteers who followed you on that occasion to
the banks of the WVithlacoochie. It was far from any intention on my part
to do injustice to the patriotic volunteers who so promptly rallied under
vour standard on the signal of danger; but, as before observed, I had no
means of stating why they did not cross the river at the moment of attack
-n the regulars, who were in position on its opposite blank. I will cause
your communication to be put on file in the Adjutant General's office, and
besides, with this letter, give it publicity through the public prints, that the

* For letter of Governor Call to Major General Macomb, of August 3,1837, see pages 1251t
I128
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world may, by moans of your statement, h1 made more fully acquainted
with the part the Florida volunteers took in the battle of tle Withlacoochie.

With respectful considerations, I all, sir, your most obedient servant,
ALFX. AIACOMI3,

Najor (cnterul, cuoamanding ini c/hify.
1o0Ils E-,xcellency R. K. CALL,

Goveritor QI/'torid(I.

11 nADl)(QIUARTrI:rIS o07 -ri AntIm1\
P'O/t lHilenzwl, Garoy'.s Vrry, I', ApI)ril 1:., 1839.

Sr t I halv tire honor to inform your excellenicy that, by order of the
War Departmerit, I have conie to Florida with a viewV lo exaLmite into the
slate of tile [iih; ry rons in tlce Tori tor, and to Wing, if possible, the
war to a close; alld especially, to afford protection to thle ilinhaitants who
are 1mo0st exposed to tile iricllrsiolls of tile Indians. It wVas, at first, ny ill-
tentiorr to have crossed tire coUirtry to Tallahassee, f'or tlie purpose of con-
Srjjitir with vonr (excellency, aid other distimgrrishied an'd inielligcelt indi-
viduals in your neighborhood, as to the mietians most proper to he pursued
but, meeting witlh General Taylor at this place onl mry arrival, and finding
that lie was making his arrangrements for covering the Cxl)osed settlements
between this and 'Tallahlaissee, 1 determined to visit tile posts on thle St.
John's, but, before setting out, ordered runners to be sent to tlie Indians,
with an invitation. to meet me at Fort Kiniga onl tire first day of May next,
if they were inclined to come in ; hoping that, by all interview with theon,
a comnmrnunicatior rmigirt he opened with the principal ciri'Js, and a srrsperi-
sion ot' hostilities l)romrflt abont, onl condition of their retir'ir beclowv Pease
creek unitil they conrid have ti rue to consider their real situation, anrd see
tire advantages wviiich wvonuld result to tihem bv confirmlillr to tile stipuila-
lions of the trenty of'Payne's Landing, under a liberal construction of that
irrslitiment. I arn htippy to findl so patriotic a spirit amo11rg the citizens of
this frontier as is evinced ill this quarterr. One c implrry of0 HTiria, to be
discharged onl the 18thi instant, having completed its eniragarert nt, has al-
roady intimated its wvishn to continue iin service, and it will be received
accordingly. Tw'\o other comipanies, fronm the borders of Georgia arid this
Territory, have mrade a tender of iheir services ; lint, wishingr to see Colonel
Warren, %vho has hard mu-mch experience ini raising and commanding tile
Iilitia which has heretofore turried out in defence of thiis Territory, I have
deferred doing anly thing unrtil lie calls at headqurarters, expecting to see
him every mf1oment.I am in hopes of being able to raise a corps of militia
sufficiently extensive to cover all the exposed settlements.

I have the honor to be, sir, &c.,
ALEXANDER MACOM1B,

Major (Jen eral, comnmanding iii chief.
His Excellency R. K. CALL,

Governor of Florida.

P. S.-Since writing tile above, I have seen Colonel WVarrcnl, who has
undertaken to raise seven companies. ''here is every prospect of getting
all the militia required, in the course of fifteen days.
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MARIANNA, M1ay 7,1839.
Si i: I have the lhonor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter, inform-

ing ine of the olhject of your mission to Florida. I should be very happy
lo have a personal intcrviewv w~ithl youi, ii order to confer with you on the
measures to be adopted for the future defence of this Territory. I shdl
retirn t) Tallahassee iz} a few days, and will endeavor to meet you at such
tim-e anud place as you may desianiate.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
RI. K. CALL.

Major General MAC OMB.

11EADJQmUAitriit.S OF TiHEr ARmw,
1`'cr1 Kind,, Pa., Mlay 23, 1839.

8it : Hlaving_, met the Seminolo Indians in council at this place, agreca-
IN v to in vitation, an1d concluded a pence with them, 1 thought it proper to
iSSilse a Zr1teral order ainonncifug the filct, a copy of which I have the
honor to irasuwi t, herewVit i, for vouir satisfaction arid inuform-nation ; aild
hope thiei arraureinilot Imay rneet withI yruu r excellency's approbation. As
thel lidians are at present dispersed iii sniall parties, it may be some time
before thev shall all Ihe made acquainted mVil:I theairrangemrient entered
into ; but there is no don bt that, ere lon~i, all will have retired from the
settluinents to the district assigned to them below lease creek.

I lhave tihe lhonor to be, &c.,
ALEX. MACOMB,

aaj7cr General, commandin- in chief.
TON, I Its EXCcellenCy1v R. K. CALL.

Ooveruor of 1F'loridai.

QUARTERMASI'FIt GENERAL'S OFV'ICE,
lVaslhingtorn City, Mflay 6, 1836.

GFEIR:AL: Yonr letter to the Secretary of the Treasury, of the 18th
ultinmo, was yesterday revered, thronuh the War Department, to this office;
and I have to day required lor you a remittance of $S3,000, to enable you
to replace the suim which you advanced on account of the military service
in Florida.

Youir letter of the '22d ultimo, to the Secretary of War, has been referred
to me. The moment I can spare an officer for the service, measures will
be adrpted to ndjutst all the clains against the public in Florida, growing
out of the operations against the Seminole Indians, as far as the laws per-
mit. Should Colonel Gadsden return in titne from the armyv, 1 propose
(harrinfr himt wvith the settlement of a portion, if not the whole, of those
claims, provided he consent to nct.

I arm, General, most respectfully, your obedient servant,
TrH. S. JESUP,

QurtVerraster General.
lis Excellency RICHARD K. CALL,

Governor of Florida, 'Tallahassee, Fa.
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QUARTERMASTrER GENERAL'S OFFICE,

Washiingtott City, May 17, 1836.
(GENE!RA1.: Your letter to the Secretary of War, of thie 2Sth ultinmo. fins

been referred to this office.
Captail Shannon has beeit directed to collect and pay, as far as existing,

laws wvill permit, all climns against this department in F'lorida, arising out
of tlle operations against tihe Seminole Indians. I enclose a copy of the
instructions this dav sent to hirm ; and arm, General,

Very respectfully your obedient servant,
THOMAS S. JESUP,

Qutarterm aster (Ueneral.
]ils fExcellency R. Ki. CALL,

Governor OJ 'lorida, 'Il11uhassee, Fa.

[C(J[ps referred to in the preceding lelter.]

QUA 'rEIt:RMASTER C ENERAL'S ()F'Flc':,
WVashington City, Nahy 17, 1SM6.

Si a : You will take immediate measures to collect all claims against the
department, connected with the recent operations in Florida, foir services,
nieanis of transportation, or supplies rendered or furnished by citizens of the
Territory. Such as can be paid under existing lawvs, must be paid with as
little delay as possible. The classes of' claims which cani be legally paid,
are, those for subsistence, means of traLnIsportation, hire or carter of vessels,
compensation to expresses, expense of' carrying letters: blankets, clothing,
medicines, hospital stores, tools, knapsacks, druims, arms, ammunition, flints,
stationery, fuel, drayage, wharlagge, clerk-hire, compensation to conductors
of stores, storage of, public property, and for all other articles, ineans, or
services, usually provided or paid for through this department. Ini your
payments you will require dhe proper evidence to sustain each claim, with.
out insisting on1 the strict observance of form; and you will furnish the
paymasters appointed to pay the troops with lists of all articles for which
the militia and volunteers should be held individually accountable, in order
that the proper charges he made against them.
You will confer within Governor Call on the subject of your duties, who

will, I am sure, afford you every assistance in his power.
You are authorized to employ such clerks or other agents as you may

find necessary to thfe prompt discharge of your duties.
Should any claims besubmitted which you may consider either as not sua f-

ficiently vouched, or of doubtful propriety, you will, after collecting all tile
evidence within your command applicable to the respective cases, submit
them for decision to this office.

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
THOMAS S. JESUP,

Quarlermacster Gencral.
Captain SAMUEL SHANNON,

Jqssivtant Quartermnaski, Pweisawola, Fa.



QU.RTERRIA9T F.R GFENERAL'S OFFICE,
:Valshriol. City, fne 7, 1S36.

SrI,: Your letter ot the 24th nhilimo hls been received; nud, in reply, 1
have to irri iyo f tt insirictionsi vejo iven to Captain Samiel Shan-
lot), anssistanti quartermiatster. uider date of the 17ih ultilo, in regard to tile
claims ot. the citizens oFllorida; a copy of which was sent to voir on the
same day. Onl t.l ;.2-5th ultirno Captain Shanion wits ordered to report to
you, ald 1eItcdose to.voio herewith, a copy of tile instrizctionrt to him of
fliat date. Other .insutniolns Will he deslpaltced to Captain .Shainion-
perhaps to dav-in reference to tho. suiiplAtKs, c., authorized .t be eaid for
utider thea ct approved May 28, 18;:"U.

i ai, very ruspectfuIy, sir, your obedient servant,
T11O. P. 1113 NT,

; I2IJ¢)AR- (Zo ad tssisla~il Qtimr, rtnlU.er,
(.. ls.igued to Quauirtcra-aterOenrra/>. d~ties.)

His Excellency R. K. CALL.,
-Gorernor of Florida, Tallahlassee, Pa.

[Ct 'r ferrdhti ntLhe receding letter.]

QUARTERM STERGENERALSE OFFICE,
:Vas: nItelon City, lMay 25, 1836.

SIR: G;overnor Call, of Florida, will probably call into service, and
have command of, it considerable hody of troops for the protection of the
scttlemelits in Florida, &c., and for operations against tile Seminole and
other Indians. You will, therefore, inmieediately report to tiri ij! person;
aind you will make the expenditures connected with the Goveioris opera-
tions, and do all otiler duties that may be required of you. Yoll will not
only procure such supplies, tile furnisiuiig oft wvliich properly appertains to
the quartermaster's department, but you Wvil furnish subsistence aud other
supplies.
You are authorized to employ erery kind of assistance which may be

necessary in the performance of your duIies---such its clerks, laborers. Col-
ductors of stores, storekeepers, &c., &c. Keep this office constantly in-
formed of your operations and precvedings; and let your wants, in regard
to funds, be known itl time for remittances.

There will, in all probability, be siuldry steambonts arnmed, plying, on the
Chattahoochlie alld the Apalachicola; a4nd yon will, therefore, correspond
with Major General Jesup, who has been assigned to command the army to
operate against the Creek tidians. The General directed me to order you
to old Fort Gaines, where, or near there, a depot will be established, large
supplies having: been ordered from New Orleans to that place; but the Suce
retary of War has directed otherwise.

I write ill triplicate: one of which is addressed to Fort Drane, o0e to
Trall-ahwssee, and one to Pensacola.i--

I am, respectfIully, sir, your obedient servant,
TflO. F. HUNT,

:~~in SAM -EL Mojo-, and acti7qg Quartermas er ie eral.
Captain SAMtEL SHrANNONF D

:Assistant Quearcrmaa erFortDrane,Florida.:
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QUARTERMASTER GENERAL'S OFFICE,
Washington City, June 13, 1836.

SIR: Your letter of the 12th ultimo, addressed to the Secretary of War,
in reference to frauiduilenit claims on the public, has been referred to this
office. The information wvill be attended to, should any claims be presented
here for liquidation. A copy of tile letter is sent to Captain Shantion, 4t
Tallahassee.

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
I 1-l0. F. HUNT,

Major ecipd Assistant Quartermaster,
(assignzed to Quartermaster General's duties.)

Ilis Excellency R. K. CALL,
(Tovernor oJ 1'Porida, E'11llnahassec, Pa.

QUARLTERAIASTEIL GENERAL'S OFFICI,
Washington City, June 23, 1836.

SzR. Onl exjaminij r the accorwts of Colonel James Gadsden, quarter-
master general of Fiorida, for expenditures connected with the operations
agraitist the Seminole Indialts, it is perceived that lie turned over several
sums of money to otficers of' the Territory of Florida, for which suich offi-
cers have, this far, rendered :,o accounts showing tile mnniner in which the
funds have been applied, viz:

Willis Alston, assistant quartermaster, Febrtuary 8, $600 ; February 25,
$1 ,)0O0 : mkiking $1,600).

John G. Putnam, assistant q1uarterniaster, Febriuary 23, $1,000.
Colonel Gadsden states in the iiemorandlunin of thfse advances, this:
Advances mna;de Assistant Quartermasters Willis Aiston and J. G. Putnam,

by order of Governor Eatoti."
Tlle (Colonel also tiored over to H. J. Wood, assistant quartermaster, oil

thle 25th of February, .5(166 5S, no accolutuls for which have been rendered.
Governor Eaton ordered, in these words: " You will advance to Assistant
(4iiarterinmaster Wood thle sum wvlhich may be, necessary to liquidate some
outstanding iccotIsIts agist the Governirient at A palachicola." And, ia
a note on the voticher, Colonel Gadsden states: ; rllhe above was the
amount reported to nme as necessary by Quartorrimster WVood.."

Colonel Gadsden turned over, on the 3d of February. to Genrge S. Hlaw-
kins $200 ; the order for wvhiich, 1v Governor Eaton, is as follows: ' Colo-
je l Hawkins, one of rmy snafl; is ordered into GeorgZiA to see General Scott,
atnd to receive any orders lhe may desire to ftrve, and to explain wvhat is doing
.here. You wvill advance to him, o()n his receipt, what may be necessary to
defray his expenses." Thue receipti tor thl two hundred dollars, for the
itcconmplishient of said objtect. The rmlarnner in which the money wvas ex-
pend(ed should be shown by Colonel Haviris.
The object in driving you th is in formation is, that the officers who have

received the public fuinds may be required by youj to render their accounts
to this ottice for examinations and transmission to the Treasury for settle-
mscent.

Captain Shannon, assistant quartermaster of the urmy, is no doubt at Tal-
Jahassee, and, if the officers will consult him, he can advise then of the war&.

14
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ner in which the accounts should be rendered, in order to prevent delay in
their settlement.

It is observed that, in thc accouInt of J. N. C. Stockton, forcharter ofsteamer
Eclipse, there is an entry iii these words: "IDeduct twenlty days' service of
above boat, for vluich Mr. Stockton contends under his construction of the
charter, and wlhiclh must be submitted to the Secretary of War." As there
is nothing with the Colonel's ncoutnts to show the grounds upon which
Mr. Stocktonu rests his construction, or for the claim which may hereafter
he made for the allount deducted, permit me to request, if you have any
intbrination on the subject, or can obtain it, that you wvill cause it to be
transmitted to thiis office, to be laid before the Secretary of War, should any
claim he hereafter presented to him.

I am, respectfilly, sir, your obedient servant,
THOMAS F. HUNT,

Major and Assistant Quartermaster,
(assigned to Quartermaster General's duties.)

His Excellency 1R. K. CALL,
Governor of Florida, Tallahassee, Fa.

QUARTERMASTER GENERAL'S OFFICE,
Washington City, October 6, 1836.

Si: The receipt to you of 11. D. Baldwin, quartermaster general of Flo-
rida, for $9,183, has this day been transmitted to the Third Auditor of the
Treasury, to be passed to your credit.

I am, sir, respectfully, your obedient servant,
T. CROSS,

Meajor, acting Quartermaster General.
Ilis Excellency R1 K(. C:^r r,

~ ;uGvernor of l'lo7rida, Tallahassee, Pa.

QU.ARTERMASTEr GENERAL'S OFFICE,
Washington, January 3, 1838.

Siiz: I have hind the honor to receive your letter of the 11th ultimo, in
relation to the adjustment of outstanding claims of the citizens of West
Florida for supplies furnished to the militia and volunteers employed 'there
during the last summer nnd fall, under your direction.
You are doubtless aware that militia and volunteers in the service of

the United States are entitled to the same pay and allowances as are pro-
vided by law for the regular troops, and that it is not competent for the
Executive to make any distinction. It required a special act of Congress
(that of the 28th of May, 1836) to provide for the claims of an extraor-
dinary character, which had been contracted at the commencement of hos-
tilities in Florida; but that act only applied to cases which occurred ante-
rior to its date.

In adjusting the claims -growing out of your late operations, [fhe dis-
bursing officers must, therefore, be governed by the existing laws and
regulations, as to the objects of allowance; but a nice adherence to mere
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forrn will not be insisted upon, where the claims are substantially unob.
jectionable.

Trhe expenses of the Florida war have been so enormous as to baffle all
our estimates; and, consequently, the various appropriations made for that
object, thoalkli deemed very liberal at the time, have all been exhausted.
An additional appropriation, however, is now before Congress; and so
so0n as it shall have been granted, Lieutenant Vinton will be supplied with
funds to enable hirn to pay such clairns as he may deem admissible, with
instructions to collect and forward all others to this office, for the action of
the accounting officers of the vTreasury.

It is proper to add, that, although I have frequently admonished Lieuten-
ant Vinton, for his own security, as well as the public interest, to observe
much caution in his payments, I am not aware that his instructions, in
regard to claims contracted by quartermasters of the militia, are so general,
as would appear from the extract of his letter to you.

I am, respectfully, sir, your obedient servant,
T'. CROSS,

Acting Quartermaster General.
His Excellency R. K. CALL,

Tallahassee, Florida.

TALLAHASSEE, AMay 24, 1836.
SIR: I have received your letter of the 5th instant, on the subject of

paying the claims of our citizens against the Quartermaster's Department,
for supplies furnished the Government in the late expeditions against the
Seminole Indians.

Colonel Gadsden has just tendered his resignation as quartermaster gen-
eral of the Territory. He will be succeeded by Colonel Henry D. Baldwin,
who is in every respect well qualified to discharge the duties of a disbursing
officer.

If funds are forwarded to him for the purpose, you may have every reli-
ance on his prompt and faithful. discharge of duty. I have to request, sir,
this may be done as early as practicable, unless you send me an officer of
your department on this subject.

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
R. K. CALL.

General THOMAS S. JESUP,
Quartermaster General United Sl1ates Army.

TALLAHASSEE, JUlY 9, 1836.
SIR: I have received your letter of the 23d ultimo, relative to the accounts

of the disbursing officers appointed by my predecessor in this Territory.
Willis Alston and John G. Putnam are both absent, and 1 do not know

where letters would find them. They are, however, expected to return in
the fall. Hawkins resides at Marianna, and Wood at St. Joseph, both in
this Territory. None of these gentlemen have been continued in office
under my administration; their appointments have be n vacated, and I have:
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no.official control over them.: One of them, Willis Alston, tinder the adminis.
traction of Governor Eaton, sold a large -amount, of public property, for-
which, I believe, no account whatever has been rendered. The books of
the auctioneer will show the sum he received. As the siuit, should one be
necessary, (which I think not improbable,) would have to be brought in the
name of the United States, I would suggest the propriety of your calling
on him direct for a. settlement of his accounts. He was superseded imme-
diately on my coming into office, and I have had no transaction with him.
Putnam, Hawkins, and Wood, I have no doubt, will account satisfactorily
for whatever they may have received.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
R. K. CALL.

Major THOMAS F. HUNT.
Acting Quartermaster GeNeral.

;'IALLAUASSEEF, Deccmber 11, 1837.
SIR: Ienclose you, herewith, an extract from a letter addressed to me-

by Lieutenant, Vinlton, of tkc Quar'erniaster's I)epnrttenti from which you
will perceive ihe6 difficulties which exist ill settling many of the accounts
which have accrued in Florida in purchasing supplies for the uise of the
troops ordered into service. The situation of the country. anid the nature
of the war mwhich1 has been carried on. in it, have rendered it impossible, in
all cases, to purchase supplies in conf;)rmity with the regulations of the
army. Since Februitry last, small bands of the Creek Indians have been
lurking through the swamps of West Florida, causing danger and appre-
hension to the inhabitants of their neighborhood. To give them protection,
it has been- frequently necessary to nssenmble troops in a hurried manner,.
and to subsist them on the resources of the conrytrv, wherever supplies could
be found. In this manlier, accounts have been made out in the most irregu-
lar manner by persons entirely ignorant of the forms required by the
Government. I cannot believe it is the intention of ihe Government to
reject these claims beetwse of the: 7.wanit of fnrmality, when evidence can be
produced to sustain their merit. It would be equally unjust to say they
should not be paid. xcause the accounts were uiot contracted bv an officer
of the United States armlv. With the exception of Lieutenant Vinton,.
there has scarcely been aIl officer of th'at service on duty between the Sua
wanee anid the Perdido, a distance of m11ore than three hundred miles; and-
in almost every neighborhood of the intervening country it has been indis.
pensably necessary, at some period of the war, to proctre of the inhabitants
either provision, ortge, or transporiation. I have to request, sir, that
such instructions may he given to Lieutelnatit Vinton, the assistaLnt quarter-
master at this place, as. will enable hint to pay off all meritorious claims of
the above description.

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
B. K. CALLSMaor T. Caoss, Ading Quartermaster General
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Extract of D. Ii. Vinton's letter, referred to in the preceding.

ASSISTANT QUARTIERMASTER'S OFFICE,
Tallalhassee, December 8, 1837.

SIr: Scarcely a day passes that there are not many claims presented to
mic for payment, which were contracted by the quartermasters of the Florida
inilitia in the field, by order of their coumnurilrdid officers. These claims
consist. principally ol charges for foragre sIbsiste lice, and transportation, or
hire of wagnis.
By instructions from the Quartermaster's Department at Washington, I

am precluded fromt recogmisinrg airy clain not contracted in conformity
vith tire regulations of the arir-iv: arind althlongrh, itn nmany cases, thle exi-
gcrency of tIre service has prornpted to a contrse at variance with these in-
structions, I arn not permitted to acknowledge the validity of tile act of the
officers so contracting.

-TALLAHASSEE, April 6,1838.
MY DEAR STR: Lientenant Vinton has informedmle tlhat~the department

has expressed soine disslaisfaction at his delay in renderircr an account of
disbursements iii thie quartetrmaster's department. As ail nct of justice to
him, 1 take the liberty of' addressingf vou Oil the subject, assured, as I am,
that you can forin but a very ir1peribet idea of the various and ditficult
dirties he has been required to perform. For more than twelve months it
has been necessary to employ troops at different points throughout Middle
and West Florida, to protect the settlements agZainst the ravages of the
Creek and Seminole Indians. ]t has been necessary to purchase supplies,
furnish transportation, and establish depots, in t district of country more
*than 300 miles in exterit. IiI the performance of these several duties,
Lieutenant Vinton has been constantly employed, and has had no officer in
-the quartermaster's department under him to divide the lahor and responsi.
bility. In addition to this, hle has been compelled to provide for the troops
*of Georgia and Alabamia passin(r through Iris district, oil their way to, and
Tetnrninrc from, the Seminole country. I have found hinm, o01 all occasions,
one of the most efficient officers I have ever known; arid I have no doubt
the departnicnt will approve entirely of his proceedings, when correctly
informed.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
R. K. CALL.

Major T. CROSS,
Actcing Quartermaster General.

OFFICE COMMISSARY GENERAL OF SUBSISTENCE,
Washington, May 26, 1836.

SIR: I have this day directed Lieutenant Morrison, assistant commissary
of subsistence at New Orleans, to purchase and ship, as early as practic-
-able, to St. Markc's, from fifty to seventy-five thousand complete rations, to
be issued as may be required, for the troops, or the suffering inhabitants of
Florida.
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As I have no assistant commissary of subsistence there, I must request
you to nppoint one from your command, to receive and issue them. A set
of forms is herewith sent. In all issues, direct the commissary to make
separate abstracts-one for the troops, and one for the stiflrers. You will
please, in future, make tiniely requisitions on Lieutenant Morrison for pro-
visions, and he will comply wit}} them.

Respectfully, &c., &c.,
GEORGE GIBSON,

Commissary General of SNubsisten ce.
General RI. K. CAL I,

Tallahassee, Middle Florida.

OFFICE CONIMISSARY GENERAL OF SUBSISTENCE,
IVashington, June 20, 1836.

GovrRNOR: Enclosed, for your information, is the copy of a letter this
dav addressed to General Macomb.

Very respectfully, &c., &c.,
GEORGE GIBSON,

Commissary General of Subsistence.
Governor R. K. CALL,

Tallahassee, Middle Florida.

[Enclosed in the preceding.]

OFFICE CO,11MISSARY GENERAL OF SUB3SISTENCE,
WasLington, Julze 20, 1836.

SIR: 1 have the honor to enclose the application of Lieutenant J. D.
Searight, assistant commissary of subsistence, for four months' leave of
absence. Lieutenant Searight was a volunteer for duity in the subsistence
department in Florida. From the impaired state of his health, his services
there can no longer be available.

1 respectfully request that the asked for leave of absence may be granted
him.

Very respectfully, your most obedient servant,
GEORGE GIBSON,

- Commissary General of Subsistence.
Major C:nr~ral A. M~vcortn,

Commanding United States Army.

OFFICE COMMISSARY GCFNFRAL OF SUBSISTENCE,
Washingtoln, Septeusber '22, 1836.

SIR: I deem it proper to inform you that a depot of provisions has been
established at Savannah, Georgia, under the superintendence of Lieutenant
and A. C. S. Charles 0. Collins. It is intended from this depot to supply
#ll the posts in Florida, with the exception of Tampa Bay, Suwnriee, and
St. Mark's. These last named posts will be supplied from New Orleans, of
which yen were informed as early as the 26th May last, with a request that
you would be pleased to make requisitions on the assistant commissary of



subsistence at that place for such subsistence stores as you might think ne-
cessary.

Within a Sew days past, instructions have been given for purchasing, in
New York and Baltimore, 300,000 rations of the larger articles, (a large
portion of bacon and hard bread,) and 250,000 rations of the smaller arti-
cles, to be forwarded to Savannah. This quantity, with what is supposed
to be on hand at Savannah, will amount to something like 350,000 rations
at that depot. It is presumed that but little delay will take place in for-
warding these stores from New York and Baltimore.

I respectfully request that such instructions as you deem necessary may
be given on the subject of these stores, both to Lieutenant Collins, and the
several assistant commissaries in F'lorida, whose posts are dependent ou
Savannah for supplies.

Respectfully, &c.,
GEORGE GIBSON, U. G. S.

Governor R. K. CALL,
(Comntmanding forces in Florida, Tallahassee, Al. F.

OFFICE CONTAIISSARY GENERAL OF' SUBSISTENCE,
Washington, October 14, 1836.

SIR: I have the honor to enclose, for your information, the copy of a
letter just received from Lieutenant G. W. McLean, of the marine corps,
at Columbus, Georgia.
No instructions will be given from this office; and the assistant commis-

sary of subsistence has been told to await your orders as to the proper dis-
position of those stores, or rather that portion which is not required for the
troops, to the families of the friendly Indians in Alabama.

Respectfully, &c.,
GEORGE GIBSON, C.G. S.

Governor R. K. CALL,
Commandingforces in Floridad, Tallahassee, Fa.

OFFICE COMMISSARY GENERAL OF SUBSISTENCE,
Washington, December 14, 1837.

GOVERNOR: Some months since, a large quantity of subsistence stores
were forwarded from New Orleans, by my agent there, to Mr. Ambrose
Crane, at St. Mark's, Florida, for the purpose of issuing to the suffering in-
habitants. Uip to this period Mr. Crane has rendered no account of them to
this office, nor has he corresponded with me in relation thereto. I am Uin-
der the impression that Mr. Crane was either placed there by you, or at your
suggestion; and, if so, may I ask the favor of you to urge upon him the
great necessity that exists of his promptly rendering an account of all issues
made by himtup to this time; and also to continue to do so as long as be
remains at St. Mark's as United States agent ?

Respectfulllv, &c.,
GEORGE GIBSON, C. G. S.-

Governor R. K. CALL,
Tallahassee, Florida.

215 [ 9.78 3



2¶78) 216
IPAYMASTER GENERAL'S OFIFICE, March 30, 1836.

SIR: I am directed by thle Secretary of War to furnishl you a copy of the
instructions for mustering anid p)ayillgr volLintiers and militia when called
iRto service.
The duty of muistcringr and iisipeciing slhoul d always be performed by

an officer of the Iiilted States alrmy, when it cari be d(;ne. You will find
thle information ill tile enclosed papers, viz: A copy of the late act of C(on.
g press, providillnfortllhe(payelnt of vol unmtcers a tid nmillitia. A table of the
pav, &c. of tle LimIted States armny, aId( twvo blala torums-one of' a mister-
roll, arnd the other of a piay or receipt-r(ll, to he used in inustering and pay-
intg these corps. A third bolim k is the inulivid nal accoUn1t, oil Which coni-
niissiorued officers are to he paid.

T'he bulUSttl-r(,l/being. ill c,11easc's. hbmll of oficeis anld men, the evidence
of strvic', grr(eat pains should be takcl hy the nmusteirimm officer to have
every cire.uinstance which can allfhct the pay of individuals noted Opposite
to their naimnes. 'T'hue head ings of tlie several colhmnins slow what is required
to be stated in each. If there are any d(3nt-duions to he made for clothimmo-
or other articles furnished, or for pulflic property lost or destroyed, it should
be jmoted iln the columtijn of "re1rnarks,'' and mlme value stated ill dollars and
Cents opposite time 1i1i(es of the persons froin whomin the dedUCtiOnS ar'
to be made.

Clothinlr, or money in liel thereof, I)eingr allowed by the 1st section of
tile act. tle following tarifi of rices Nvill overnl in cases of that latu me
where no clothlikir flins been drawn ill kiind

'lo a seruianlt1imajor and a rter ste-sr2 per month, or
9 o'Iutfs per day.
To a clief musician 83 OS per niorith, or 10 cents per day.
'To a ser-eant $2 77 per month, or 9) cents per day.
'I'o a corporal $2 60 per munth, or S cents per day.
TPo a lmvusicialn -;$2 6 l (imiouhi, or 8 cents per day.
To a-private $'2 57 per month, or S cents pilr day.
You will observe by the 6th section, that nonehu-)Iit troops ordered into

service " a nder authority froin tile.War Depai-titient," are provided for by
this act. lfitit ifa inrdividuala State sh oulnd asstm me tlie payincnt of ler Own
militia (al led out xit hon t such intlhori ty, anid shlmoi Id afterwards he reini-
bursed by thie United States t le ainmoulmt tllns paid, the reimbursellimellt will
have to be made aecorditir to tIle provisions of' thlis act, unless otherwise
specially provided lor by Congress.

1 an, &c.,
N. TOWYSON, P. Al. G.

GOVERNO R OF FLOR IDA, Tallahiassee.

PA-YMASTER GENERAL'S OP1FICE, Ayay 18, 1836.
Siit: The Secretary of War has referred to me your letter of the 28th

Ult., with directions to give the necessary instructions for payment of the
militia who have been serving in Florida, and to inform you of the sale.
As early as thle 2d of February last, two paymasters (MNajors Lytle and

Mtuhleiiberg) were ordered into Florida, with funds and instructions to paysulCh militia as should be properly mustered and designated for payment by
General Scott, to whom I also wrote oln the sante day.
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On the 2d of April a third paymaster (Major Kirby) was ordered there,
with funds atid instructions to assist the other two ; these were all tile offi..
cers that could be assigtned to that duly.

.I represented the case to Congress, anrd asked for stich additional pay-
masters as were necessary, hut have not yet beet] able to olita i them. The
paynlastcrs ordered to Florida t\rill, 1 amn certain, makelic every exertion to
perform their (lities with tlie least possible delay. You arc, dotibtless aware
that a paymnaster can make no paymnits without mnuster rolls, and that these
cannot be made until the service hans been rendered.

Now, if the militia referred to iti vonor letter hlrd, wvhlen their term of ser-
vice expired. beeri properly mustered, and the rolls p)1k(ld in tilie hands of
tile pax 11s8ter. t icy (soli :d have been paid onl qnitti rig tlile field ; I)rlt Ille pay-
RnaStl1's nmtust nlow follow them to their respective homes to perform tlhat
duty. They will proceed to rio so as fiast as practicable, anid ill all pro)I)ability
yours wvill be paid by Major Kirhy. I shall write to him izrnrediately ; but,
as lie is constanly changing his position, I do not know with Certailltv
where a letter will find hr im, and alve therefore taken tilte ibertv of enclo-
sing a copy to you, arid will esteein it a particular favor if von will have it
forwarded to himn, if you know wvhiere hie is.

As a matter of information that wiis thought might be trseful. I did mny-
self the ho01er of addressing you, under date of tihe :30th March last, enclo-
singl a copy of the instructions for muistering, an(d paying; volunteers and
militia when called into the service of the United States. It these hnave been
attelided to, there will be no diffic'iby in paying them, provided they have
.been properly ordered itlto service ;. See 6th section of the act sent to you.

I an, &c.
N. TOWSON, Paymaster General.

!is Excelleiicy R. K. CAL,L,
Govwrlur of Florida.

PAYMAAASrEIb GENLRAL'S OFF1(,', June 13, 1S3M.
SIR: I have received your letter of the 'Oth tIlt. rlThere is evidently a

rusu nderstandinug between us in relation to the militia of youir Territory.
l1nnmy letter to you of the 1Sth tilt , commenting onl that part of yours to the
Secretary of War wvhich speaks of the delay in paying your troops, 1 slup-
posed you had reference to such as had been called out on application from
the War Department, and ,ou ld, therefore, have been paid if they had been
properly mustered, and the paymasters in Florida informed of their places
of discharge. Not being able to obtain any information on the subject, for
want of returns and reports to tire Adjutant General, I did suppose there
might be some of this description ; but, from your letter nowv before me. I
find you referred. principally, to those who served previotis to any call be-
ing made from the War Department. No provision could have been made
for the payment of those, until after the passage of the enclosed act on the
28th ultimo.
As soon as it wvas ascertained that sulch an act would pass, (to wit, on the

23d ultimo,) I gave Major Kirby additional and more positive instructions to
repair to Tallahassee, and directed to him at three different places; but I
regret to learn, by a letter froni him, that lhe had not received either of them
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on the 4th of this month, and that he wvas then employed on other duties
by order of' Gerieral Scott, which I fear may interfere with my instructions
when hie does receive them. Under this impression, I have ordered the
paymaster at Newv Orleans to repair to Tallahassee by the first opportunity
after he receives my letter. lnelosecl I send youi an extract from my letter
to hini. I have instructed Paymaster Smith, who is stationed at Charles.
ton, to pay generall lHernandez's conimand., and all other volunteers and
militia of your rT'erritory in that section. If Kirby should be with you
when Mapes arrives, I wish him to be relieved immediately, as his services
will be wanted in Alabama.

I send a copy pf my letter of the 30th of March, which you state has not
been received.

1 ar, &c.,
N. TOWSON, Paymaster Gener

ills Excellency It. K. CAILL,
Governorof Florida, Tallahassee.

[Enelosed in the preceding.]

1PAYMASTILIt GENERAL' S OFFICE,
May 23, 1836.

SIR: Since my letter to you of the 18th instant, I have received the
enclosed order from the War Department. These instructions embrace
the militia who served with Governor Call under General Clinch, as well
as those whose services were called for by General Scott, or subsequently
ordered out by the Governor.

I must rely on you to perform this duty, and, to enable you to do so, you
are authorized to draw on me for any additional funds it may require. I
wish you to see Governor Call s: soon as you can do so with safety, and
write to him immediately o01 receipt of this.

I received your letter of the 12';i instant, from St. Augustine, and regret
to learn from it that the Louisiana and Alabama militia had returned from
Tampa Bay without being paid. As Paymaster Lytle accompanied Gen-
eral Scott to that place, I did expect they would have beer. paid by him. I
ordered Paymaster Mapes back to Orleans, and sent him finds for the
Louisiana volunteers, in case they should return without pay; but did not
believe there was any necessity to provide for the Alabama troops from
that quarter. 1 have, since the receipt of your letter, sent him funds, with
instructions to pay them. You will, therefore, confine your operations prin-
cipally to the Florida troops until they are paid, unless it should be con-
venient to pay those of Alabama before Paymaster Mapes arrives.

I have just ordered Major Randall to the south, to make arrangements
for the Creek %var. He will probably join General Jesup ; but this will
depend on the information I may have when he gets to Washington.

I am, &c.,
N. TOWSON, Paymaster General.

EDMUND KIRBY,
Paymaster, St. Augustine.
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PAYMASTCrR GENERAL'S O(FFICE,
&Se)te7nber 3, 1836.

SIlR: I received a copy of your letter of the 7th ullimno, in answer to
one from lMajor Smith, relating to the payment of certain officers of your
Territory.
You conclude by saying, that "1 a copy of this communication is sent to

the lPaymaster General, requesting limn to lay it before the Secretary of
*War." As Paymaster Smith did not inform) me that he had wvritten to you,
I du not sufficiently understand the point to be decided by the Secretary of
War, to give himn the necessary explanation. I infer, from your answer,
that the question is, What officers are to be paid, according to the orgran-
ization required by the law ; and which are to be considered supernunmera-
ries? and that it is your opinion that those you named are entitled to a
preference, on account of the services they performed.

If I am correct, the Secretary considers that the Governor of the Terri-
tory, and the officer in command of the troops, are the proper persons to
nmalke the decision.

I understand there is one regiment of those troops in the neighborhood
of Newnansville, yet to be paid. I did expect that this duty would have
been performed by Paymaster Smith; but he informed me, before he left
St. Augustine, that it was impossible to get to that place without a strong
escort, and that Lieutenant Colonel Crane did not think the object suffi-
ciently important to justify him in sending such an escort at this sickly
season. I am informed by officers wtho have returned from Florida, that
Newnansville can be approached as easily, or more so, from Tallahassee;*
nid, as it is uncertain when I can send a paymaster by the way of St.
Augustine, I wish you to furnish Paymaster Mapes a sufficient escort to
protect him, and send him on that duty, if you shall think it of sutllicient
importance. There are some regular troops at that place that are much in
want of pay.

I am gratified at the complimentary terms in which you notice the offi-
cial conduct of the two officers of this department, who have been with.
you. I know it will give Payrriaster Mapes pleasure to render you every
service in his power, in any way you desire to employ him; to wvich I
have not the slightest objection, provided it does not interfere with his
appropriate duty, which I am sure you will not permit it to do.

I am, &c.,
N. rrOWSON, Paymaster General.

GOVERNOR OF FLORIDA, Tallahassee.

PAYMASTER GENERAL'S OFFICE,
May 23, 1837.

SiR: 1 have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the
9th instant, in which you request that a paymaster may be sent to pay cer-
tain companies of Florida militia, which you inform me have not yet been
paid.
The following is an extract from the instructions given by the senior offi-

cer of the department in Florida, Paymaster T. P. Andrewvs, to Paymaster
Forsyth: " After all the volunteers are paid off, and the troops paid to the
30th April as above, and not before, Major Forsyth will proceed to Talla-
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1hassee, and pay off the two companies of militia, thc rolls of which I have
already itiade out and leave with you ; also, the detachment of Apalachicola
Indian;i. Ile will also pay anryiproper claimins on the department ill that
region. nov duie after which, lie can proceed hoome." rThe instructions
were dlatedl at Taimpa kly on the 200i uilt imo, and, ii nothinga has occurred
to prevent, wvill, I pressure, have blecpncoplicd with by the time you re-
ceive this. It is, however, possible that more pressing dowt mray have been
lissimed( to Paynaster Forsyth, that will delay hiS visig 'raaassee.

Lieutellant J. C. Casey, now in Plorida, has received a temporary appoint-
ment as paymlaster, and nn the 55th instant I sent him a bond to be exe-
cutCed. As soon as that is returned, I slhall order him to Talilaiassee, to
remrkin there until all the claims arrainst tlle department in that quarter are
settled. s

Volunteers who were absent wvhcn thoir companies were paid will have
to apply to thle accorli tingr officers at this place flor settlement, as the rolls
which establish their claims are in thle secondd Auditor's office. Letters ozi
tile subject, addressed to the Auditor, or to me, will be attended to without
delay.

I am, &c.
N. TOWVSON, Paymaster General.

GOVErN~OR OF4 FroinltrA,
Tallahassee.

1PAYMASTF.R GENERAL'S OFFICE,
July 13, 1837.

Sal: lPamastcr Forsvtli has furnished nie a copy of your letter to him
of thle Sit il'tinmo, in wvhicli you say the derangTed state of the currency is
such as to preclude the possibility of' his obtaining from the local banks
such funds as would enable himi to pay the militia and volunteers of thle
qTerritory, and advise him to proceed to Washitigton to mnilte the necessary
arrangenments wvithi el for paying off tiC claims against thle Pay Departmnent.

I enclose you a copy of the payNniasler's answers to imy inquiries on the
subject, frorn which it appears that many of the claimants refused io be paid
ill he wpaper of your banks, and required specie. lie thinks northern paper
would he acceptable ; but it appears, from what follows in his letter, that
none of the claims, or but a few of them are sifflicietitly authenticated to
be tncted on by a paymnster, it there were no difficulty about funds to pay
them with ; and that the proper muster-rolls have not been made, which
makes it necessary that tdle claims should be submitted to the accounting
officers of the Government before they are paid.

Under these circumstarecs, all that I can do is to request your excellency
to instruct the officers to forward the claims of their corrimanids to ine,-.with
evidence of the service, and statements of the circumstances under which
it was performed, in order that the claims may be audited for settlement.

I will also thank you to inform me what hunds will be acceptable to the
claimants, and, if they can be provided, it shall be done; if not, their claims
must remain unsettled until suitable provision is made by Congress.

I am, &c.
N. TOWSON, Paymaster General.

G o vERRNOR OF FiLORIDeeA,
7Tallahaasee.
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[Enclosure in letter of July 13, 1837.]

PAYMASTEn GENERAL'S OFFICEI,
July 11,1837.

Stit: Governor Call says in his letter to you (of which you have (riven
me a copy) that tile deranged state of the finances of the country is such as
to preclude your obtaining from the local banks such funds as Would en-
anble you to pay thle volunlteers and militia of the Territory; and advises
)ou to visit WVsLhinlgtoli for the purpose of malitig the necessary arran"ge-
nients with the Paymaster General for paying off tile numerous claims
against the Pay Department.

I will thank you to informn mne what funds were under your control, that
ywn wouldd have used in paying the claims against this departtielit, of which.
tile Governor speaks; whether any other funds than specie would be re-
ceived iii ptymernt by the claimants, atid wvhat funds.

Please also informn me the probable amOullt of tile claims tile Governor
refers to, and whetlier the claimants have been regunlarlv mustered, and are
hully prepared to he paid ; or whether these clainis siouild be first submit-
ted to the accotituing officers of the Governm-rent.

I amll, &c.,
N. TOWSON,

Paymaster Geneieal.
R. A. FORSYTH, Payrnaster.-Present.

[Enclosure in leter of July 13, 1837.]

WAsINGTroN CITY, July 11, 1S:37.
Sin.: In reply to your communication of this date, I have tljhe honor to

state that the funds within my control, in making payments at Tallahassee,
were Union rind Central Batik paper. Many of tle individuals who had
claims against the Government for services, demanded gold or silver, and
refused to tale Florida paper. I am inclined to believe thiat northern paper
would be .acceptable. Great difficulty will occur, however, for the want of
specie to make change, as none cnn be had at 'Tallahassee. I have no
kniowledg-e of more titan one company and two detachlnnents who heave been
regularly mustered iti and out of service, and could be paid without refer-
ring the rolls to the accounting officers of the Governmtrent. Other claims
exist ; blit I do not think numerous. Most of the claimants have never
been recrularly mustered in or out of service ; and I think it would be ex-
pedienit and proper to submit the rolls to the department previous to a pay-
mnent being made. I remained in Tallahassee tell days after the recelpt of
Governor Call's letter, employed in paying off the companies of Captains.
1,Evans afnd Myrick, as far as it could be done. with checks ot tdie UJnlion
Baank of Florida.

Very respectfully, sir, your obedient servant,
R. A. FORSYTH,

13aymaster U. S. Army.
General N. TowsoK,

Paymaster Gcneral U. S. Army.
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PAYAxUSI-A1 GENERALS O( IFFICE,
JAly 31, 1837.

Silt: I hive linid the lhonor to receive youir letter of tile 16th instant.
WVhlien von %vrote t hat Ictter, yotu could niot have received rtnine of thle 13th,
which inas prolbabl y reached you before nowv. On i furn in to mlly copy of
that lIet tr, it dors niot strike ilnC that I can now add ally thilt nlsefull to it.

is it lin. Imussible that you havc comu1prelhended, in the clainms referred to,
many n' 1list other branches of thc service than the Pay Department, of
vhicil i ye lin cognizanice?
With grcat respect, I aiml, sir, your most ohedient servant,

N. 'T'OWSON, Paymaster General.
GOVERI::orIt Oil FLORIDA, 'Tallalhassce.

PAYMNIASTEit GENERAL'S O'FFICE,
Augu-ast 8, 1837.

Govi-n-:Not: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter
of the 25th l iwlo.

I rvgret, ;s n tici as you do, tihe delay in tihe payment of the volunteers,
Which6k 16r-tieSIW siuject of your communication, and have done every
thing ill iIVy power to prevent it. I amn at a loss to know wvly you did not
require M p's tbi pay them, if they vere entitled to it, at the time lhe was
in you- stali Thie subject was under your control ; it was for that pur-
pose lie wwas ordered to join you, an(d was furnished with finds, a part of
Wliieh Is nlow III tile Centranl 13ank. rTis riot having lbeen done, I directed
the senior othcier of the department in Florida to have it attended to as
soon vs nIll otficer could be spared from more pressing duty; anid Major
F'orsylli was accordinjgly sent to Tallahassee, with instructions to consult
you, arid p)nv offI all claims against the department. l-Ie assigns two reasons
for not doinra so: the principal one, in which you concur, was, that his
funds were of thle Ulnion and Central Banks of Tallahassee, which the
volunteers would not receive ; and that but two companies, a part of which
had been 1prill, were prepared to receive it. Under such circumstances, I
(1o not sev %vliat more could have been done by this department to have the
claims vmim1tention settled.

It is mlry intention to send a paymaster to Tallahassee as soon as I can
spare oin flor theat purpose, or procure an officer of the line to perform the
duty ; rlit, inn the menan time, it will greatly expedite the business if the
Conipallies rtreimustered, and one set of the rolls sent to this place, and the
others relained by you or the captains. If there are no doubtful points to
be settl(ed L tire accounting officers, as you seem to think, the payment
can be rinid*on tire rolls retained; but if there are, it will certainly save
tille to have tire rolls placed in their hands as soon as practicable.

It is nrIuI,-I toc be regretted that these companies have not been mustered
before; if They had, arid I aLd been furnished the rolls, they would have
been paid ioril since. 'rhis is a ditty that should never be delayed for the
arrival of a paymaster, as that never can expedite, and frequently delays,
the settlement.

I anm glad to learn from your letter that the paper of the Central Bank
will be received by the troops. Major Forsyth was authorized to receive
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all that wvas to the credit of Paymaster Mapes in that bank, and would
have been furnished any additional suim required, in southern funds, if he
had applied to me for it.
You inform me that the Central Rink will now purchase the checks of

the Government officers on the banklis of New York, and give their own
bills in payment; whvichi you think every one will be glad totreceive. You
will see, by the enclosed circular to disbursing officers, that it is not in the
power of paymasters to obtain funds in Newv York to draw on. If the
banks will purchase drafts on Charleston, Szivannah, Mobile, or New
Orleans, they can be obtained from the rllreasury ; or. if tie notes of the
deposit banks at either of those places will be received by the troops, they
can be obtained.

Let me entreat you to have all the troops that require it mustered im-
mediately.

I am, &c.,
N. TO WSON, Paymaster General.

GovERRNor OF FLORIDA, Tallahassee.

TALLAHASSEE, AMay 30, 183t6.
SIR: Yours of the 18th instant has just been received. The letter you

enclosed to Major Kirby shall be forwarded to Charleston, wvherc, I learn,
he has gone. From your letter, I perceive you are but little advised of the
situation of those who have claims against the Paymaster's Department.

Yotu speak of paymasters hiaving been ordered into the field as early as
the '2d of February, and observe, " that if the militia referred to in your
[my] letter had, when their term of service expired, been properly mustered,
and the rolls placed in the hands of the paymaster, they could have been
paid on quilting the field; but the paymaster must now follow them to their
respective homes to perform that duty."

Nowv the fact is, that the greater number of those having claims against
the Paymaster's Department served in the months of December and Janu-
ary, and were discharged before the paymasters arrived in the field; others
served at distant posts on the frontier when a paymaster presented himself
during the period of their service; and a third class were ordered by the
command dingr general on a detached service; after accomplishing which,
they were directed to proceed home, there to be discharged.

Thius you will perceive that your remark does not justly apply to any of
the Florida troops, and that the inconvenience to which the Pay Depart.
meait niay be exposed, having to send officers to their respective homes in
order to pay the troops, does not result from neglect of duty on the part of
the officers commanding them.

I have not received the letter which you did me the honor of addressing
me on the 30th of March last, but I will endeavor to have the muster-rolls
prepared in such a manner as to avoid any difficulty in the payment; and
hope that a paymaster may be ordered to perform that duty as early as
practicable, if it should be found inconivenient for Major Kirby to do so.

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
R. K. CALL.

General N. TowsoN,
Paymaster General United States Army.
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TALLAHASSEE, July 1, 1836.
DEAR SIR: I have received yollr letter of the 13th June, and regret to-

have giveniyou so ncli troule. Major IKirby has been here. on duty for
some titie, and *il soon hare completed lhis payments. H-Ie is very prompt
and eflicietit in his office, and despatches business with greatt rapidity. ot:
withslanidiiitr tile tiiipleatsaint dulty he has hnd lO perform.
He has, no dotibt ere: tisi., re ported to yon officially.
V:ery reuspecluh1.y, your. obed ient servant,

R. K.. CALL.
General -N. ToWsoN.

;:TA.LL ASS}, JUIY30, 1836.
: SIR: Majnr Mape., of the Pay Department, is still with me, engnged in.
paying off the troops as hey return from service. There are two or three
detachments ve t to be..pitid.. I have found him a most valuable officer in
every respect. and have given Iran aplnppointment itn mv staff as nid de-
cnnmp. :1 Ihope it will be Flo incoliven1ie1lce to your department for hint to
reminu inithat situiation, as it will nnot iiterfere. with tile performance, of his
other duties. Fromu huis experience, and general iotelligei ce, lie will be
highlv serviceable tome iud.to thle country.
: faw bir, very respecitluily your'obedients servant,

R. K. CALL.
Geticrul N. '1'owsoN, Payinaster General..'

TALLAHAsSEE, Aqgust 7 13S6.
STi: Your comm ni-'tinn of-the 27th of July, with the enclosure Iroin

the jR'u'ivastoer General, is diil~" received. It is not. nor has it been, my in-
tetitioii to. prevent the payment if nhy whio are entitled, nider any cir-
cilinstatinces, to receive pay lr' services rendered.

n1 mntionnd. inl myzt letter of the 1' thl of Jt.6. my lcnniwledge of the ser-
vices rendered by Colonel Warreni Lieutn'!iant colonell Mills, Major Cooper,
and. f aPtain. Putnnan. Colonel Wtarren and( Major Cooper were wounded.
Hov fartaihe 'Secretarv. of War inly decide diat those who were not in the
field, bitt relinjriledi at homrn. were in service, is for him, IOt me, to determine.

If: the orn;aniztion does ituel.idle ino more than one colonel. one lieutenant
colonel. twio majors, with canptllls, lieiltirmaitQs &c., as sRated, here: is ilo
doubt but tle. aboveti.,tned. wvh rendered fititliul and active service, and
Wlto shedi their blo-.d, shiolmd. hI the officers recogninsed as in service, aild
consutiaiidiiia. whatever inform alities mayv ari-se iti the muster. The facts
alluded to I'will cheerfilly give titider certificate, if required. A copy of
this comintinication is senl tothe Paymaster General, requesting him to lay
t before tile Seeretarvnf War.

Respectfully, your obedient servant,
R. K. CAL1,

Governor and Contmander-in chipf
:;IJO .-SNITITI:

Paymaster U. S. Army, St. Augustine.



rTA4LLAITASSEE, September 18,1836.
Stn : I have received your letter of the 3d instant, and have sent Major

M\1apes to Newvnarisville, agreeably to your request, to finish. the payments
which should have been made by Major Smith. lie was ordered by me to
proceed to Ne~vnansville on that duty, and lhe was authorized to call on
Colonel Cranc for an escort. The reason assignled by him to me for not
executing the order, was his ill health, and not that Colonel Cranc did not
thin 4 object sufficiently important to justify him in sending an escort.
R1ajoi Sn~ah had sent nie a copy of your letter to tile Secretary of WVar, in.
,vhielh you mention the number of officers who might be paid according
to the number of men returned by General Hernandez. Knowing, as I did,
that a majority of the officers and men who presented themselves for pay-
mnent had never performed a day's service, I re(lqested Major Smith. to pay
the ollicers whlomn I knew to have served faithfully, and told hiln he night
regard that request -as a positive order if he found it necessary to cover his
responsibility; but he left the Territory without paying any of the officers
except Major Puitnam.

It was, no doubt, your intention that those only should he paid who had
performed actLual service; and such are the instructions I have given to
Major Mapes. But I fear you will find, on inquiry, that a large nuiriber of
the men paid by Major Mapes, though belonging to the regiments ordered
out by General L-ernandez, never left their homes, or performed one day's
service during the war.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
R. K. CALL,

Commandibg t/ec Army in Florila.
General N. Towso-,

Paymastcr GCeneral, W7as-shingtoit.

TALLAHASSEE, May 9,1837.
Sin: I regret to be under the necessity of troubling you again on the

subject of lie pay due the militia of Midl and West Florida.Ta ose
enga,,rag(ld under my comminiand in the fidl campaign, as well as others since
employed in the defence of the frontier, (amountingr to ten or twelve corn-
patnies,) still remain unpaid. Since Major Mapes left here in Augrust last,
none of the militia called into service from this part of the country have
been paid. I have written several times to General Jesuip on the subject;
but, as yet, no paLymnaster has arrived, and I am under the necessity of ap-
plying to you, and requesting that one may be ordered immediately to this
place to pay off thetroops which have been discharged from service.

Having reason to believe that impositions will be attempted on the Pay-
master's D)epartment, by a part of the hattalion of East Florida militia under
the command of Lieutenant Colonel William J. Mills, I have, from a sense
of justice to the Government, to request that the paymasters in Florida may
be instructed to pay such portions only of that battalion as I may designate.

I ami, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
R. K. CALL, Governor of Florida.

General N. TowsoN,
Paymaster General U. S. A.
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WAS1IIN(;GT)N CITS' July 8, 1837.

Sli: I hlave the honor to enclose a copy of a letter from Governor Call
ont the sul.ji ct of payments to militia in F^'lorida. Of the nuincrois unsatis-
fied claims referred to, bIst a small portion aplplies to tile Pay D)epartilent.
None would have retained unsatisfied, could I have had control of the
proper kind of funds.
Very respectfully, sir, your obedient servant,

R. A. FORSYTH,

General N. TOWSON, Paymaster U. S. A.
Paymaster General U. ^. A.

[Enclosed in the preceding.]
TALLAHASSEE, June 8, 1837.

SlLt: I regret very much that the deranged state of the finances of the
country is such as to preclude the possibility of your obtaining at this time,
from our local hanks, such funds as will enable you to pay the militia and
volunteers of the Territory which have been engaged in the service of the
United States.
The Government could nlot have anticipated the sudden and unexpected

change which has taken place. It is highly important to the interest of
those concerned that the most prompt payment should be made; and, if
consistent wvitht the instructions you have received from the chief of your
department, I would sugrgest the propriety of your proceeding immediately
to Washington for the purpose of making the necessary arrangements with,
the laymaster General for paying off the numerous unsatisfied claims
against that department.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
R. K. CALL.

Governor of Florida.
Major FORSYTIH,

Paymaster U. S. A.

TALLAHASSEE, J1uly 16, 1837.
SIR: I am again under the necessity of reminding you that the militia

and volunteers of Middle Florida have not been paid for services rendered
the Government near twelve months since. This is a grievance of which
complaint is justly made; and I have most earnestly to request that a pay-
master may be ordered immediately to this place, tojay off all the claims
against the department.

1 am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
R. K. CALL,

Governor of Florida.
(3en. TOWSON,

Paymaster General.

TALLAHASSEE, July 25, 1837.
SIR: I have received your letter of the 13th instant, accompanied with a

copy of one from Paymaster Forsyth, of the 11th instant. I must say 1 have
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read his letter with some surprise. It is certainly a very different comnma.nication from that which I had a right to spIposlChe would have malde to
yoU oan the subject to which it relates. My letter of the Sth of Junie (a copy

of which he appears to have furnished you with) wvas written at his special
instance and request. lIe informed me that he had funds only to pay two
companies those of (Myrick and Evans,) to horIli he had made partial pay-

metuts during the last winter ; and that, by going to Washington, he could
make the necessary arrangements for funds and I certainly understood
that lie would return here immediately and complete the payments to the
troops of Middle Florida. At the time I wrote the letter of the 8th of June to
Major Forsyth, both the banks at this place had suspended specie payments..
The bills of the Union Bank were at a discount, and the Central Bank would
not give its paper in exchange for the checks of the Government otl any
bank whatever. Since that time the Central Bank has adopted a different
policy, and it now purchases the checks of the Government officers on the
banks of New York. I am authorized by the president of that institution
to sav, that it will afford the Government any facility it may require in that
way. This bank is in as good a situation, and in as good credit in this
country, as any bank in the United States; and every one will be glad to re-

ceive payment in the bills of this institution. I am further informed by the
president, there is in bank, to the credit of the Governrr nt, $20,000, placed
there by Major Mapes, whichhe is ready to pay. Thus, you will perceive,
there is no difficulty about funds. All we require is, the checks on the
banks of New York, and a paymaster to disburse the inoney which may he
raised on them. I am greatly surprised at the suggestion of Major lV'orsyth,
that the claims against the Government are nbi. numerous, and that they
should be referred to the department at Washington before they are paid.
His reason for this is, that the troops were not regularly mustered in and
out of service. This is true ; but would a reference of the rolls to the
department at Washington dispense with this formality ? would not the
muster out of service still be necessary ? If so, why longer delay the pay-
merit of claims which have been due twelve months, by sending the rolls to
Washington, and then sending them back here to have the troops mustered
out of service? Why not have them mustered and paid at once? These
troops were not regularlymustered in or out of service; because there was
no regular officer to perform that duty; but they were regularly organized,
and enrolled ; they performed their duty faithfully, and theycan show the
proper evidence of their services, and of the amount due them. InEast
Florida I ordered troops into service without being mustered. General
Jesup ordered thfern, to be mustered out, and they were immediately paid.
Twvo-thirds ofthe men who have been in service during the war, have
been received in the same manner, and they have all been paid. Major
Kirby paid off five or six companies last summer,whowere precisely in the
same situation. And now, when I have been writing for a paymaster, first
to GeneralJestip, and then to yourself, for more than six months, to be told
that a further delay is to be encountered, is an embarrassmentwhich I had
not anticipated. If it was not necessary to send the rolls of East Florida
to Washington before the troops were paid, it cannot be necessary to ob-
serve that formality in Middle Florida, where the men were precisely in the
same situation. Middle Florida,with a frontier of near 200 mires, has de-
fended herself during the wholewar; and, with the exception of a few
molhths last summer, there has scarcely been a regular soldier encamped
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within her limits. If a paynmister is sent, I can procure a regular officer,
it' it is req iiuired, to muster the nicii Out of service: arid I do hope, sir, ill
jistlice to Ihe clairmlants, that orie rnay be ordered here xvith that promrprtitude
vhilh Ihas al ways clharacterized your proceedings. Major i'orsytuh iii forms
yoiur th at the Claniiris are not lniimerolls; le certainl y dlid ijot obatainl this in-
forintitiou froin rne, for I assure vou, sir, there are ten or twelve companies
which ha1ve claims for three antd four rrionths' service. Of this fIaet I in-
forined Vol) inl rt1y first conllltuniClattion oilthe subject. I see, in all the re-
-narls of Miajor F'orsyth, nothi ij,,r )it procrasuination and delay. E-Jarly in
December last, before I was relieved in coirrlimlld of the army, I reqruestcd
Major Aildrews to send a payrnaster to this place, to pay off tie troops ; and
still their claims are untsatisfied. Ever since thieun I have, from timc lo time,
beell Lurgying their paymnernt, uilt WithoLIt eflect. The Winter and the spring
wvere permitted to pass away-midsummer has now arrived, and it is an
1lelasatit duty to travel ill the south ; but I trust, nevertheless, it will be
performued. I have every confidence in your energy arid prompt attention
to business, and I hope soon to be informed that a paymaster is on his way
to perform tire duties required.

Very respe-ctfully, your obedient servant,
R1. K. CALI,,

Governor of 1'lorida.
General TOWSON,

Paymaster General.

TALLAITASSEE. August 21, 1837.
GENERAL: I have received your letter of the 8th instant, iln reply to

minie of the 25th uiltirno. You observe that youthare at a loss to knowv why
I did not re(uLire iMajor Mapes to pay the volunteers, if they were entitled
to it, at tIre time lhe wvas iln my staff. Major Mapes did pay very promptly
all claims winch were due at that time ; but youi appear not to be apprized
that others have since accumulated, and that he left here early ill Septem-
ber to pay off tirc troops iil East Florida ; and that, owing to his extreme
ill health, fie never returned. The term of service of the men ordered to
the frontier in the mouths of Juire and July of the last year had riot ex-
pired when lie left here ; hence lIe could not pay them, and numerous other
companies ordered into service subsequent to that time.
You speak of Major Forsyth having been ordered here to pay off the

troops ; of the causes assigned by him for not having dong so ; and observe
that tire principal one, in which 1 concur, was, that his funds were of the
Central and Union banks of Tallahassee, which the volunteers would not
receive.

I beg leave to sav, sir, that I do not concur in the correctness of this
statement, as you will readily Perceive by an attentive perusal of my last
letter.

InI that letter I informed you that Major Forsyth had told me emphati-
cally arid positively that he had funds to pay off but two companies; and
that it wvas under this belief, and at his request, that I addressed him the
letter (a copy of which he laid before you) requesting him to proceed to
Washington to procure suitable funds. I was not apprized, at that time,
that Major Forsyth had at his disposal $20,000 in the Central Bank of
Florida, or that he would, a3 I afterwards learned he did, pay off the com-
panies of Evans and Myrick in Union Bank bills, which were then, and



stillrre, at a discount of from five to ten per cent, in excliange for Central
Batik notes. rpfies(3 two were tire only companies Jilhjor.'orsyyth fired. to
pay ; ;uid whreni they,srl hseq rien tIy tothe e date of iniy letter,ail dafter1 rad

lcet TnI laassee on pbihlic business, nreed, ad actually did receive from
him payrirenit in thie Un ion HankiillIs, lie should not have used my letter as
an'llS Iehse ir leavi rr Here, or assuic ned as a cause fort iotpayingr other

cornpitiu;iis to vIion-I lie didn ot offerdliem,that nIhad io otherfinds than
Central arid Union Bank hills. AfterM rick's aridE vans's companies re-
ceivedtheir pay iii the worst fundsheliad at command, I know of no good
reason lie had to believethfatother companies would refuse to receivetile
Central Barr k notes,Mvuichl were worth a preriium . I anain repeat that I
wrote tie letter to Major' Forsyth,at his request st, andoeriltierfirnation I
revived alone from him.

WNitd re(rard tothe muster of the troops, I know this to lie a necessary
forMrrality aridiI]m rry1astletter I litiiforrred yon ofth ie reason wIry it had
lotherXlr d1oec. I have beer conil-e ledto(dlefend Middle F'lorida against
tire raValgS ofthie Seruirroles, and Wes aionda againsttirefirigitive 'reeks,
withoutthic aid of the Governurrit-niot havirr eveni sornach as a regular
oflcer torirustert tie troops irto service, whic is requiired byyoUrdClepart-
merit. Itshliouldriot, therefore, lie animttter ofsurprisethhatthey y hrave not

l)Ce rIluI-Ste(r!ed. IhaveI, however'., sent bycxp)ress an application to(elicral
Jesripforr arec~rular officer to be sent forthivitwir, to irnnster alltile corlip; Iies
outotservice ;, ard before, a piryiJasier can arriveliere. the rolls willhe
complete. Ialn rot disposed to censure anly one but there lias certainly
beena-n extraordinary delay iii tie paynrerit ofIlieseti'oops, arid. I hope it
Willliajl(n r coijtllie to be a subject of coniplairit.Th'lierewouldlieno diffi-
culty in proctiringlf ftirds, it we had n payrriaster to disbur-se thleetf; aridI
lIavC aga(rin to request that one may be inrinlediately ordered to preurior that
dirtv.

arn, sir, very respectfully: your obedient servant,
R.IK. CALL.

General N. TowvsoN,
P(aw.aste?- General U. S. Ar-my.

TALIIASSIEE, &SJtC7nzbei 6,1837.
Sift: Inmyr last letter to voni I mentioned that MajorF'orsyth had stated

to rnethathehadl funds, whelllhere, only to complete tire paylrieit ok Evans's
arid,lyrick's courprlies.rITis stuiternrent anrpcared iucorisisteniL witi the
fact that there was to Iis credit in the(Central Bank of Ploridla at this place
$25 .0(H), no part of which hias yet heen expended. I have suilisequently
called. at the (Aenrtral Bank, and find thlat tile check ofIM~ijor MlJapes placing
this third to tire credit of Major Forsvthl is dated at New York oal tire Sth
of Juie. This reconciles tilre apparent inconisistency. This statement of
TVlajor [or-syth wvas made before that time, anid I had no conversationl vith
hirni olr tile subject after tire Sth of Junrie.

As ati act of justice to AMajor Florsyth, I amr happy in being enabled to

make rlirs statement. 1 hope I shiall SOOnI hear fiori yoU again onl tile sib-
ject of se"Cildiri a paVmaster to pay off tlre trooj s oflAliddle a11d. West Florida.

I ani, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
-1-. K.

CALL.

General N. lToxsoN-,
Paymaster Genzeral.
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ORDNANCER OFFICE,
'as/iilgtoul,J]une 2V, IS36.

Siit: 13 order of the Secrclary of War, I have the fionor to inform you
tlhatt (atatilp 1i, Il rditii.r, thc officer coimnliidin,(r tile Mount Vernon arse-
uiad, A lahainia. II;S huen directed to comply pIromiiptly with any requisitions
which youl inay filed it necessary to inaike ol himmi to enable you to carry on
yom ofrimtiolls.

'1'e Moti ut Vernoni arscnal has been sclecled, that being deemed, from
its 'os)itioll. tl Ii, most Col venlicl t to all;Ord ti c ready ineaians of supply.

'T'huo prccatit ion fins beeni taken, l iowev'er, to give silni lar instrutictions to
tile (flif( l s coimimmiauiJdi nl tile AtiLrusta (Georcria) arsenal, anld the Chharles-
toII dcipot, sh0o!ld you fiuld it necessary to ialke requisitions oil them.
Au y additional ilfimrmiation which you rray require will be promptly

gi veli.
Respectfully, sir, your obedient servant,

GEO. BOMFORID,
(Colonel of Ordnance.

Ilis ExcellenlcV I. K. CALL],
Governor of Floricla.

TALLAHASSEE, .July 9, 1S36.
Si it: I have the honor to ;-icknowledge thle receipt of your letter of the

'22d ulmiiiio. iuiforimlinLr inc of the order given by the Secretary of War to the
officershsiaviiichinfrge ot I lie arsenal at lounlt Vernon to issue arlls Land
flhmlnlllliti(il onl uiiy reiisilionl. Aitlicip~A tisuich all order, I sent in April
last 'tlid O(btflled a uflic ciastipp1S ly.

I aii,sllr,s verrespectylll, your obedient servant,
R. K. CALL.

Colonel CxEr;ollR(;E BONlFORD,
0rdnance 19n1rtm ent.
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APPENDIX.

jThrc following documents should have bcin inserted in the body of the
foregoitigr correspotidence, in the order hereafter noted, but were accident-
ally ornitted in preparing it.]

[The seven foIllowing letters should hlae imimnediately p)recedetd eletter o Ma) 25, 1836, (page
1,) Iromli the Secretary of War to Governor Call.]

WAR DEPARTrAENT, May 5, 1836.
SIR: I have received vour letter of the 20th ultimo, and, in answer, begY

leave to inform yoai that General Scott has been this day requested by thie
Adjuitant General to communicate freely with you onl tihe subject of tile ne-
cessary measuires for the defence of the settlements in Florida ag-ainst the
dle(predations of the Inidians. 1 have to request that you would state yoltr
views freely to Genertlt Scott, who will be authorized to pursue such a
course as will be found necessary. I agree with you that it won ld not he
expedient, under present circumstances, to remove any of the regular troops
from Florida, and General Scott has Lbeen accordingly ilistruictedx to retain
them there. EIe has been further requested to establish posts ill the health-
fillpositions, wherever the state of the country may require.

It seems to be conceded that military operations cannot he carried on
against the Indians during the summer season. Your suggestion, there-
fore, seems to me very correct, to take all necessary measures to prevent the
incursions of the Indlians, by the establishment of posts, atid to be prepared,
-is soon as the proper season arrives, for resumninig- operations. It is so im-
portant to aflfrd adequate security to our citizens, that, if' we err at all, we
hlad better err bv establishing too maty than too few posts. I have to re-
quest, therefore, that you would state your views fully on this point to Gen-
eral Scott.
A bill is pending before Conrress, and will probably pass- within a flew

days, authorizing the raising, of volunteers. As soon as, it becomes a law,
General Scott will be authorized to orcrainize suchca force. of that descrip.
tioll, as ma1ily be necessary. ill addition to the regrular troops, to afford fi ill
protection to the idliabiranits of Florida. Wltile General Scott remains ill
the 'Territory, the creneral measiures of delence wvill be, of course, intriusted
to him. As a precatutionary matter, however, and looking to possible events,
instructions will be given to the commandingr officers of the arsenals at Au-
gtuista anlld Motiunt Vernon to issuc any arms that may be required for tile
defence of the Territory.

Very respectfully, yotir most obedient servant,
LEWVIS CASS.

His Excellency R. K. CALL,
(Uovernor of Florida, Tallahassee, Pa.
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WAR DrPARTAIENT. Ma3,y 14 1836.

Sinl: I lhav receivdcd and sIbm'itted to the President Iourtwo letters of
the antl 30idl(3 1tiltizrio.

,My letter off Nay 6 in answer to yours of the 20th ultimo, will have con-
veved to y011 the views of the I'residelnt at that time on the subjects present-
.ed hv vou. The. hill, [to which I alluded in that letter, has not yet passed
(nrress, and the department is therefore prevented' from takiiig those de-
filnitive ineasires which 'are contemplated. lBut,:as soon as its pas-Red
nie'astire~swill he taken for raising such a .orce under it as, ii addition to
the reaul ir troops in Florida. may be denied suiflicient for 'the protection
of the frolntiers. T'rh President is disposed to view favorably yolr'suggres.
tion rc pecting a summer campaign. The impression heretofore enter-
-taiied at 'thle' department, derived from. various sources of information, has
jeen,It itt operations coilld not be carried on in Floridn at that season of tllc
yealr, with anly jtiSt re-rard to til health of the troops. But vour experience,
.oflic'ial situlation. Ld rnowledr of tile. coutntrv, justly give weight to your
opinion. And, it inv lb, tdliat nmen acclimalted to that region, &ay operate
there withoit datnaer from tlhe c1im te. As soon, however, as the volunteer
:lair passes. I will write x oun agin; anfl you may rely upon itthat no' proper
measures will 1bc omnitted to atlord ade(qrite security to the people of Florida.
Mv attention h1is btts called to the conludifig paragraph of my letter to'

vnit of the .5h instant. 1 find it is not as defilite as it slonld have been. I
inileided t.o sav thitthe necessary arrms should be. issued upon your .requi-
sitioil: aind such 'were the instructions given, as. you will perceive from the
endlosd copy of- a ilemorandulm given to the Ordnance Department.

I hale i,id 'a conversation with Genferal Jestip :on the subject of the claims
aumiql.t thle QuaDrternasters Departinent in Florida. 'le informs me that lie
wrote yolu Sonlle time since oil the subject, and that arrangements had. been
nMaide for the adjtistznemit aend payment of these claims.' He will immediately
adjst ou of thue instructions that have been given.'
0 durs were sonitne Dsinice 'given to thle Piymaster Generti to cause the

militia to be paid as fitst as they-vere mustered into service and as the pay'.
was 'due to :lthem. I have aain renewed the subject, and requested the
immediate attention of General TFowson to it,.aud also that he would write
'o11. ,'. '. ,'"' '
: ery respectfully,. your most obedient servant,

LEWIS CASS.
:lis Eexcellency l..K. (A..LL

(Jvernzor of Flo'ridoa, Tallahtassee, Pa.

W.AR DEPARTiMENsT, May 16, 1S36.:
Sr.: I have receiedAyour letter of Mav'4th. You. will: perceive that.

while Major General .icori,. in'Florida. is charged with the general measures
of detnce, it would not do for this department to 'authorize the organiza-
tion and ernplovment of aI force ifidependent of his authority. Still, how-.
erer. if ain portion. of the frontier is left wvitltott' defence. and the in1habit-
allbs. ex-pon-4d to dang er, tht President will sanction' tlme calling out hy vou
of a lorce necessary to repel the attack of time Indians. You, may relv upon
ever: dfis position being felt here to afford duie protection to the inhabitants
of k londa. and to reduce the refratory Indians to submission.
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General Scott, by thc last advices, wras at St. Aug('ustine, awaitin!Z the or-
ders of the department. I to wvill b)e authorized, oiter puttiln(g the frontier in
a proper state of' (el'ence, to turn over the commn]Dild to Genelral Clilnch,
anrd to return to his department if the state. of afifirs there will, in his
opinion, permit. You will perceive the extreme difficulty of determining,
herc, wlhat posts should be abandoned or established, wvhien there is a con-
trariety of opinion between officers of ligh ranink in the country. My own
impression respecting. general defensive ineasures is, that healthful positions
should he solitlut along the lines, and temporary posts established, with
slight defences for tIre occupation of the troops (lUrinrg the summer season
that it is better to have more posts with fewer nten in each, tItan it is to
have few posts wvithl larere garrisons.; that the Indians will scarcely collect
in large masses, or attack fortified positions ; hut that they will spread
themselves alogr the frontiers in small parties, doing all tile mischief they
cati. Thme troops shoi ld, at all tines, be upon the alert; and there should
1)e niounted men employed, acquainted with the nature of the country
andl tile habiits of tIhe Indians, wvhio can instantly follow any maraudinglf
parties which nmay strilie t1)011 the settlements. It is inldispensable that the
Indians should 1)0 pntrsised. If they finid thIat their expeditions are success-
fil, and that they are not followed to their fastnesses, they will lay waste
the whole frontier. (certainly, where an Indian can gro, a wvhlite n1ian can
follow. It is necessary, however, for this purpose, that a corps of spies afnd
guides should be formed and kept continually in motion. NN'henever a hos-
tile party is discovered, their trail should be followed, aind the necessary
force, inftantry amid niouinted mnl, ki(ept Wvitlill stipjlortiugr distance of these
spies. Vigrilanjce, activity, and decision, are essentially necessary to secure
the objects in view.

Fprom your representation, I am tinder the itupression that a very small
force at TamainpMlay will be sufficient, and that the other troops had better
be stationed upoin tIhe rinc of the frontier settlements. I shall transmit to
General Scott copies of your letter ariid this answer, that lie may know the
vieC\s of the departinet. I-e will be authorized to keep in service such
niounted men as nmay be necessary for defensive operations during the sumn-
rner season.
From what is understood here of the climate, men not accustomed to it

cannot, with safriy, carry on military operations. It this be so. thie regular
troops ought not to be required to do anv niore than defend their positions,
overawe the Indians, and pursuc any var-parties that may make their ap-
pearance ; and. perhaps, also occasionally ranging through the inoie health-
fitl parts of the country.

I mentioned in a preceding letter that there was a hill pending before
Congress for raising a volunteer force, and that, as soon as it passed, defini-
tive measures would be taken on the subject of your proposition to imbody
a force of this description. Congress have not finally acted upon this mat-
ter but, in the mean time, yon are authorized to take preparatory steps for
raising One thousand volunteers, to be employed -whenever required, in
oleratiofns against the Semitiole Indians. 1 send you a copy of the hill for
vour inforiiMatioil. But you Nvill please to observe that, as it has not passed,
ilo definitive measures can be taken upon this subject, nor assurances driven.
The men may be enrolled, and tire company officers selected, so as to be
read to be imbodied the moment the bill passes. rhey should be orgran-
ized with respect to officers, non-commissioned officers, and privates, agrec-
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ably to thle existing militia lawvs of the United States. The' question re-
spectingr thle appointmttent of superior officers will be determined as soon as
the law passes. All this will he considered as the mere voluntary act of
the ind VidnlUNIS, an1d wvill tlot s inject the (;overniimet to any expense wvbiat-
ever until tnenecessary lcg~ml provision is made. It is merely preparatory
to a; 01-rllizaltioII.

I have shown this letter to the President, wvhio lias authorized mc to ex-
press to on hlls approbation of it.

Vrery respecttully, your most onbedieitt servant,
LEWVIS CASS.

1P. S.-'lThe President sugg-ests that, whenever the Indian ponies and beef
cattle cannot be taken for the use of the army, they should be shot.

L. CJ.
I lis E' XCIellenCy R. K. CALL,

("overnor of 'lorida, 'J'alla/hasseL, Pa.

WVAR DEPARTMENT,
Mlay 17, 1 S36.

SI :aI have just received your letter of the 6th. instant, wVith. its en-
closnlres.

I h;avingfr already written to you very fully on the subject of the defence of
Florida, I have lntthincr more to add at present.

As the Indians are a actually colnlill'ttilln depreQdations upon tile settlements,
you are certainly rihtit iii taking adequate measures for protection; atid teie
h.1rcsident will sanction the emtployinentt of' whatever niilitia iorce may be
required flor this service, until other arrangeenicLs are made.

Very respecthilly, your most obedient servant,
LEWIS CASS.

is Excellency R. K. CALL,
Guovcrnur of Plorida, Talla hassec.

WAR )EPARTMININT,
May 19, 1S36.

SIR: Your letter of the Stli instant has just been received.
The volunteer law has not yet passed, but I think It will in a day or two;

andl, in the mean time, I trust yrO:u are maksilIi all tihe arrangements necessa-
ry for tile ezimploniment of mIte requisite force as soon as tile measure is sanc-
tionied bwV Congress. I enclose you a copy of a letter received from tile
Secretary of the Navy, l)y which you will see that a naval force has been
ordered to the coast, lor tie put poses specified in your letter. It vill be ne-
cessary fbr you to correspond wvith Commodore Dallas, and to suo-est to
that officer such a course of proceeding as may be demanded by the public
interest.

-Verv respectfully, your most obedient servant,
LEWIS CASS.

Ills Excellency R. K. CALL,
Governor of F7orida, Tallahassee.
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WAR DEPARTMENT,
May 21, 1836.

Sin: 1 have just received your letter of the 10th instant. The volunteer
bill IaS nIOt yet, passed, atid the department is iot able to atitliorize von to
oruanlize, peianativintl , any of that species of li)rce. I still. hlowevcr, hope
that it will pass withi'li. a day or twvo. I can lbut repeat waIt I have already
said to you. TIhis department will sanction the employment of at y force
wilichi Vol 1 nay ilid Il ecessariN to protect thli uiiabitan ts of 'l)rkila, iinutil
measuires can1 he adopted for retiewinag oflueisive operations aeraiist the SCII1-
itioles, or until arranrermenits shiall have been completed ljy General Scott
for the security of the frontier.
A letter lias this day )cen received from General Scott, by wvhiichi it appears

that lie has lost nio time in raking a proper disposition of' his force, with a
view to the defence of tile country, imntil the state of tie season maymrender
it proper agrain to order the regular troops to take the field.

I hlave directed the Quartermaster general's's Depairtment to instruct Cap-
tain Slhatinon to pay any expenditures which may be incurred by you in
protection tIhe setilemnents. You are at liberty to authorize tile constriction
of blockhouses at such points as you may deem proper, where a small force
may b)e stationed, atid to wvlichi the inihabitants may resort for safety.

(Captain Shlinnon iwill not ol y procure such supplies as are required, and
which prop)erly belong to tine quarteriniaster's department, butt all such as
relate to the subsistence. In-imediate arrangements will also be miaide for the
payVmnivt. fromn time to tite, of the iuet thUs called out.

Very respectfully, your Itiost obedient Servatit,
LEV1WS CASS.

His ExcellellCv R. K. (C-A 1.r,
Uuvernur oj F'lorida, Tallahlassee.

WVAn, DEPARTMENT, Mlay 23, 1836.
Si it: The law for raising volunteers has passed Congress, hut lInas not yet

been presented to the president for his approval. It will be signed by him
witliout delay anid I will transmit you a copy the moment it can be printed.
Tlic general features remain unaltered, except in the appointment of the
officers ; these, in all cases, wvill be appointed agreeably to the laws of the
State or Territory where tie volunteers are raised. I trust you are losing
no time iii endeavoring to engrage volunteers, so as to have thlem legally or.
rallied oil teic receipt of the lawv. Further instructions wvill be given wvith
respect to their einploymient (du-ring the summer season, as Soon after the
law is signed iaS these call be prepared.

No delay lias taken place here in considering every suggestion made by
you, anid ini answerilln your varioLIs letters. rT'he defience of the Territory
is an object of deep interest wvitlh the Government. Major General Jesup
has p)rovee(ded to tiake the direction of the nmeasures necessary fbr tile reduc.
tion of tie Creek Indians. He has been instructed at the commencement of
his operations to station a force at the southern point of the Creek country,
so as to cut off all communication between the Seminole and Creek In-
dianis; aind, also, immediately to remove the whole of the Creek Indians
from that part of the country, preparatory to their general emigration. It



is 110ropi- that this movement will prevent anyc- operation bletwleen the hos.
tile paltires I dIIrese tri bes. W iholit 1 1li' adbitlm nl SliCeh pla ll tilthe llaS
urns inII) Alarhaina inOit drive tIre (Creek Indiais into Florida.

Very respeethfllyII', y'ou r niost obedient servari t,
LEI, S CASS.

UIis Excellen4cy It. K. ('ALI.
(;Gov'e''II1po f l'l,,,idrl, 'aah asseCC, 1 'a.

[Thi.1' i ietv:ii ijiaiiIj zi:il;v l i wed1, Irt(&Nt nv I,rS3(;, li G ci iG eIr CaIn(I e , 3,) i
%% IItI oItIL iLS VIliV'c-,lI

WAR.IPAT)RT:i'N.TL'1ra'i, MJay 25, 1S36.
Sr .'it ,Should Major (Ceneral Scott ]leve. or' have left l'lor'ida. yot will

please 1( assueliv tile cornlilrliaid of tile wrtilgh- force1C, aid of tile 1o-0rr1teers
arid militia wvlho riray le cailel into tiro service of tile Uiiitel States in
tirat 'I 'ciiiI a'.'11 1(1 treat olhjects are, to pri )tect on r settltninur ts, arid to
reducicciIeIhridi;LilS tO Slihitiii 5Si OIl. I ellrlo1Se5YOu COj)iCS of sS cli CoIIln1)tltlit
cationis to (Gu n ral Scott arid (GoVerinoI Call as appear to be niecessa ry ior
youl to nflderstarrd thre VieWs o1f tie (aoverfilrierrt oil tins SIul)jtct. It is (Go\-
enriror ('all's opinion tihiat a succcssfill calrlipaigri ll ey be carried oilaon ailist
tirle alirs dII riir tihe prese nt season of the yemar. I enci lose you a cojy rof
Iris Irletr *XN)ir(ssi'iIr that setituiteit. Tilhis, also, is tile irnpri'ssioii of tire PIrs-
i(den2t; ar1d I hIave. tire refl)C' torte, r of Vol°,If VOI consider the sciremire prac-
tircal te, to ortrqlgai zi'iea expeditjot. atr d to coimmnence arid cotrtinure offensive
operations ararrist tihe Seminoles until thev are reduced. I lowv fir it nraN lie
proper to l ile troops ilto tihe field at this time. I cannot, dufiriively
jurdie.rIclrlT climate is said to be danr-(rous and, if so, tire hecalth of tire nie
shimilrd rnot le mririecessarilv e xposted. Sttili, tire couinitry in ist bl:clef'de bded
arad thie woiuI, matter rnirist be left to vour discretion, on a viewv of all tire
circti mistaliceS.

Uidler all act of (::onrress, which -was approved yesterday 1y tire Presi-
deirt, (overrnor Call has been reri'.ested to raise l,OU( voluinteers-onre-half
of thlenir mom ited, arrd one-hall' iiiontr\ ; these wvilI lie subject to your or-
ders, to lie employed wvherever circirumstances may require. Arid I hrave to

r- ip1o1)r1n vo11ot() carirsetei err to le so stationed as to sectire tire most effi-
Cietit pritectioin. So longr as tire In(dialns are allowed to strike a stroke withr-
Oh t l)wlliz liirsued, tircir (lepredations antd inurders wvill corntinune. Block-
honuses should he constrrncted, arid tile volunteers stationed at every proper

posrstioi arrd these should be irr rcadiiness to follow thIe Indians whenever
thiev ri-ake their appearance. If it is inr ourr power to carr'v olt ollflesive
operations aairlrSt tire It d iairs. it is verve irmportanit you should (10 SO.

I erclose a copy of tiy letter of this date to rle Secretary of tue Navy, by
which yori will see tire arranoements wvhichi are in progress for the co-ope-
ranion of the seaniein.

Major Genieral Jesunp has also been instructed, tIre moment the state of
afrluirs in tire Creek conimtry will permit, to turn his attention to Florida,
rnid to move into that 'I'erritory wvitli wvhratcver force lie may deem nieces-
sary. I enclose an extract of a letter written to him yesterday, wvhiichr will
show y'oll tile Views entertained here of the necessity of Iris intercepting the
coMimurircation between the Seminole and Creek Indians.
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A call has heen made upon the Governor of Tennessee for 2,500 volun-
tecrs ; onel brigade of these, whiclt will consist of two or three regiments,
ancd containi probably about 1,20)0) or 1,50)1) meln, (dependlilng onl the organ-
izalion.) will he called ininiediately into the service of tileIUnited States.
Thlie coniLanIdiitg otlicer will proceed, as sooni as they are raised, into tile
Creek country, anl(d report htimuself to M1ajor General Jesup. General Jestip
has been instructed to detach tlhe wvhlole, or a portion ot them, imnimediately
into Floridia, should circumstances require that measure. '1'he circum-
stmces wilicl Wvill governn hiim will be the success attendilln the call for
volunteers bxy Governor Call, and the state of affairs in F'lorida. If tlhe
whole numinher of volunteers assignled to Florida cant be raised, and shall be
found to constitute as numerous a force of this description as can bie usefully
employed during the si-mmer, then General Jesup will not order any of
these troops into Florida ; otherwise, lie will do it. 1 will thliaik you in-
mfle(diatelv to communiciujate with General Jesup, and keel) hini advised of the
state of affairs, that he titay be able to stop thle Tennessee troops on their
march should tlley not be wanted, or to order them to your assistance should
thy(! be re(luired. It inay be, that tile result of his own operations in the
Creek country nay be such as to allow hint to detach for Florida a portion
of' his command, %without wvaitingr the arrival of the Tennessee troops.

Very respectfully, your most obedient Servant,
LELW1S CASS.

General D. L. CLINCH,
l'ort Diane, Florida.

[This ShOuld hIave follo1Wed letter lJuJne 20, IS:3G, (-page j,) to Governor Call, in which it was
caclosed.]

WAR DErPARTMENT, Jwte 20, 1836.
Silt: I prestime Major General Jesup comminuticated to you a copy of

my letter of the 25th ultimo. Lest, however, he should not have done this,
a copy of it is herewith enclosed. By a letter just received frorn Gbvernor
Cannon, it appears that the eastern brigade of mounted men will rendezvous
at Fayetteville on the 1st.July. They will be armed and equipped from
the State arsenal, and will proceed, I presume, without delay, to report
themselves to you.

Brigadier General Clinch has resigned his commission in the army, and,
by direction of the President, ti-e command of tile regular forces and mlilitia
servings inl Florida has been assigned to Governor Call. It was hoped that
a body of volunteers, under the recent act of Congress, might have been
raised in that Territory; and Governor Call was requested to raise a
brigade, amounting to one thousatid men. I ani apprehensive, however,
by information received from him, that he will not be able to raise this
force. Ini that event, it will be absolutely necessary that sonic other aid
should be afforded for the defence of Florida; and as it appears, in your
letter of the 12th instant to the Adjutant General, that there is no prob-
ability that any portion of the Georgia or Alabama troops will consent to
serve in Florida, resort must be had to the West Tennessee brigade. You
will please to direct at least one thousand of them to proceed without delay,



and report themselves to Governor Call. If necessary, you will calls
the iii to be imet lIn ti te road with thiis ilt;}rfnmation, ill ordcr tihait teiCy Ixiay
hle altlt' 1) takeU tile nearest rotile( to their destination. I will thilinik youl
to coniniiiiiicate fr(elV with (.Governior Call oi tile subi-ject of your own
operali~iu arid his. Should you titid, however, by coiiniunicatilig vith
(-xoveri ior C(all, tilat liIM has si icceeded in ra'isillrsgIe[c a fo eC aslsie deems
adeqiatle to the d(lefece of' tile Territory, yoi wvill then stop the West
Teniessee troops, and employ then as you deem proper, or cause thein, to

be discharged.
I have to request that one or more of the steamboats authorized to be

enyiloyc timay be placed wider tie direction ot Governor Call, so as to ply
ini the ataers of Ploridat, il yoti can spare them. I presume that, as sooI1
as those expected fromn New Orlenllasrrive, you will be able to detach
some of then to his alid.

'Very respectfully, your most obedient servant,
LEW\VIS CASS.

Major Gcneral WINFIEILD) SCOTT,
PorJt MitcLhell, Alabama.

[Trlih bou1d1 have JoIlt wed letter o(f Jul l,II :I';, til Governor Call, (page 7,,) in which it ii
rcif,e t 'l, lo.]

WAit DV.:AIt'AMENT, JIlIY 11, 1836.
Sit: It has b)eeni sucrested that a few Creek warriors mniglht he useful

to (Giovtiior (Call, atid imigfht be wvilling to )e employed in tie conlemplated
exjpted itt tl a gait st thle(S( nliole InudialnlS. You wvill please to correspond
with Governior (, il onl tilis subject, afnd, if lie should desire it, lI will tlhanik
you to raise a small corps of this description. not exceedingr two or three
hundred, and send thieni to Florida;. They niay be paid and organized as
volunteers, but should be placed minder thle command of some white man
well acquainted witli them, and whllo has their confidence. It is presumed
that elouli of youtig mien would be wvilliiug to go, without requirilln their
fatyilies to be retained in Alabamia until their return. 'Tis measure of
retaining Iiidiarn families on ght to be avoided, as the immediate removal
of the Indians seenms to be indispensably necessary.

Very respectfully, your most obedient servant,
LEWIS CASS.

Major General THOMAS S. JFSUP,
Port Mitchell, Alabama.

tThis should have followed the letter of February 20, 1837, to Governor Call, in which it is
referred to, page 2i1.

QUARTERMASTER GENERAL'S OFFICE,
Washlington City, Jantuary 27, 1837.

SIR: I submit, herewith, a report from Lieutenant L'Engle, assistant
quartermaster at Charleston, in reply to the complaint preferred against
hitin by Governor Call, in his letter to you of the 20th ultino, for an alleged
failure to comply witt a requisition for supplies for the Florida campaign.
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The statement marked A exhibits the supply of forage sent from
Charleston, under Governor Call's requisition, with the dates of the several
shipments.

rTlhe statement marked 13 exhibits the supply of subsistence stores for-
warded under that requisition.
And the statements marked C and ) are exhibits of the supplies sent to

Florida, tinder other requisitions, between the 16th of September and the
12th of November.

It will be seen, from documents Nos. 5 and 7, that, so far from the requi-
sition being treated contemptuously, as Governor Call erroneously supposes,
Lieutenant L'Engle took measures, immediately on the reception of it, on
the 10th of September, to furnish the supplies called for, so fir as they
could be obtained in Charleston, and reported such as were not to be had
there.

It was not accidental, as the Governor suggests, that the boats which he
required from Charleston were furnished from Savannah. It was the re-
sult of instructions sent from this office immediately onl tile receipt of in-
fornmation. that those articles could not be procured in Charleston. (See
documents Nos. 7, 8, 9, arid 10.)

Governor Call's requisition (document E) bears date the 3d of Septem-
ber, at TI'allahlassee. It announced his intention of opening the campaign
about the 20th. of that month, and stated that supplies Would "be required
in the neighborhoods of Volusia in a short time." It was received at
Charlestonol the 10th of September, thils leaving but little time to provide
and forward to their remote destination the large quantities of forage anid
subsistence called lor.

rplhe shipments commenced on the 17th. of September, and between that
date and the 30th of the same month five vessels had been loaded anid des-,
patched for Florida. Trhe camipaignl did not open so spon as was contemi-
plated. Tche army crossed the Suwanee on the 28th. of September, eleven
days after the shipments commenced from Charleston, and, from document
No. 11, it would seem that the supplies arrived in good season.
Owing to the wreck of the steamer Izard, anid the consequent failure of

the depot counted upon at the falls of the Withlacoochie, the Tennessee
brigade fell back on Garey's Ferry on the 21st of October. At that date,
it would appear, from Lieutenant Clark's report, that ample supplies were
then floatting on Lakc George, awaiting the appointed arrival of the troops
at Volusia. Under date of the 12th of October, he advises that "two
steamboats, each having in tow a schooner, and all loaded with subsistence
stores and fhrage, were to leave Picolata yesterday, for Lake George, with
instructions to remain at the head of the lake until the troops shall arrive
at Volusia; then to proceed to that place."

It is clear that Governor Call labors under some mistake in regard to the
supplies forwarded from Charleston; and I am quite sure, on becoming ac-
quainted with the facts in the case, he will take pleasure in doing justice to
Lieutenant L'Engle. That officer was acting in the two-fold capacity of
quartermaster and commissary of subsistence, at Charleston, and has per-
formed heavy duties in connexion with the several campaigns in Florida.

I have the honor to be, sir, your obedient servant,
T. CROSS,

Major, acting Quartermaster General.
Hon. B. F. BUTLER,

Secretary of War (ad interim) Washington.
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rlqiiis should lhave fulluwed letter of May 17, 1837, to Governur Call, (page 2,) in which it is
refirrerd Lu.]

W IA I)ElIARTMI;NT, Ma1y 17, 1S37.
S it: I have to request that you wvill instruct the officers of' the slubsist-

nce dlepartinetilt ill Florida to colt izine(, till the Ist of October next, the
issue of rations to suchll Of the snffl;rinlr inhlabitantlts of that Territory as may,
in their o million, And ill thtat of the con imandingr officers of the different
IbOSst be fit objects of thle lboullty of the Governmllent.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
J. R. POINSETT.

rT'o Major General T. S. Jp:sur',
Tanqio Bay, Ii1or7ida.

[I'ill] A1oulld have fi lowedl leer (c May Lu, 11W37, to Governur Call, (page LL) in which iLis
referredl to.]

QU.ARTERMA.\STraR GFNERA.L'S OFFiICEi,,
XW117ashington, Mal y 24, 1S37.

Sint: The letter of his excellency Governor (-ail, relative to the claim of
E. J. Wood, for tihe charter of the stcamer Minerva, referred to mie from the
War D)epartrnent for a report, is herewith returned ; and I avail myself of
tile occasion to submit the case for your consideration.
When this claim was first presented at this office, it wvas subject to two

objections:
The first wvas, the want of proper evidence of the service of the boat-the

certificate of the claimant himself (who appeared to be acting in the two-
fold capacity of owner, and at the same time assistant quartermaster of the
Territorial militia) being all that was offered to sustain it. This objection
has subsequently been obviated, by the production of satisfactory evidence
of service from Governur Call; and the claim, might now be paid, but for its
coimnexion with another transaction, which constituted the second objection
to it. I refer to the seizure, by E. J. Wood, of the public steamer Lieu-
tenant Izard, and the attempt, on his part, to libel her for salvager-

Believing that the seizure of a public vessel, under the circumstances
attending tile case, was a most unauthorized procedure, I suggested to your
predecessor the justice of making the payment of Mr. Wood's claim for the
charter of the Minerva dependent upon the uncoiiditional surrender of the
steamer Izard. Mr. 13Butler, desirin;r further information on the subject,
made no decision on the claim ; and I now repeat that suggestion to you.

VI he papers contained in the enclosed letter from the Solicitor of the
Treasury, will put you in possession of the facts connected with the tranis-
action, as alleged on both sides, and enable you to judge of its merits.

It will be seen from the letter of the claimant's counsel, that, reserving
the claim for salvage for the action of Congress, he is willing, to surrender
the Izard oln the amount expended for repairs made on her being reimburs-
ed; and on this point he suggests an arbitration.

I cannot recommend a concurrence in this suggestion. The United
States would, no doubt, have been put to some expense for repairs,-if the
public agents had not been prevented from raising and securing the boat
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by the unauthorized seizure of her by Mr. Wood. But, without knowing
the nature aind extent, as well as the cost, of the repairs which he has thought
fit to bestow upon her, I do not think the public ought to assume them, nor
commit itself at all in regard to their reimbursement. Besides, this boat has
now been withheld from the United States near six months, and in the claimn.
ant's possession. She has hardly been kept all that time inactive; the
claimant may reasonably be supposed to have derived some profit from her
operations. Be that as it may, however, she has been withheld from the
public service ; and, as the seizure was unauthorized in the first instance,
her detention must be illegal ; and Mr. Wood is, therefore, in my humble
opinion, justly liable to the United States fbr all the damages they may
have sustained by this unauthorized detention of their property; and it is
worthy of consideration whether this liability should not be taken in view
in adjusting his claim for the charter of the Minerva.

I have the honor to be, sir, your obedient servant,
T. CROSS,

Major, acting Quartermaster General.
lion. J. It. POINSETT,

Secretary of War, Washington City.

[This should have followed letter of August 4,1837, to Governor Cafl, (page 22,) in which it
is referred to.]

WAR DEPARTMENT, August 3,1837.
SIR: The attention of the department has been called to the subject of

the aid afforded by Government to the suffering inhabitants of Florida, by
a late letter received by the Quartermaster General, from Lieutenant Vinton,
informing him that another steamboat has been employed to transport sub-
sistence, on the requisition of Governor Call, who alleges that the one now
on that service (the Izard) is not sufficient to supply the suffering inhabit-
ants assembled at St. Mark's. You were informed, by a letter of the 17th
May, that the President had resolved to continue the distribution of rations
to the inhabitants who were unable to maintain themselves, until the 1st of
October next; and by that intimation it was intended to convey his inten-
tion that these supplies should cease at that time. The object of Congress
would appear to have been to succor the immediate wants of a people
who had been suddenly driven from their homes, and deprived of the
means of supporting themselves-not to continue, during the whole war, to
maintain them gratuitously; thereby withdrawing all motive for exertion on
the part of those who might otherwise find means to maintain themselves.
Cases may present themselves of the aged and infirm, the widow and the
orphan, wherein you may be called upon to exercise a sound discretion, as
you are hereby authorized to do; but, on the 1st of October, the present
system of dealing out rations to the suffering inhabitants of Florida, gene.
rally, as now practised, must cease; and as early notice as possible ought
to be given of this determination of the President.
That none may suffer under this decision, you will give employment to

those who are in want of it; and it is supposed that the various branches
of the service, especially the establishment of stores, posts, and good com-
munications throughout the country, will enable you to do so. Apart from
the pernicious moral influence of an indefinite continuance of such a

16
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system, tile success of the campaign will be jeoparded by it. If the steatm
boats and wagon. irtin, anid other traiispottation iii tended lor thle service of
the army, may be called off' at any time from their legitimate and tteces*
sarV uses to corivey these supplies, the cOrnantdiztg general cannot be
certain of receivin(r, with punctuiality and despatch, those intended for tlie
troops. And if the subsistence intended for tle nrmy is to be c(nsuited
irregularly by requisitions from officers whose duty it hits been to obtain
the ralions lieretolore distributed to the inhabitants, Ilie commissary's depart-
ment cannot answer for the result. lhe supply must, either wav, tlhr
exceed tile regular deniaud, which is attended, as experience proves, with
great waste of the public stores; or there may be a deficiency of supplies
for tho troops, to the utter destruction of the best combined operations.
Even those rationls which. in tile use of a sotind discretiol, yoll mav fi id
it absolutely tiecessary to distribute, ought to lbe takezi from other resources
titan those intended for the use of thle army, and trantlsporied by other
means titan those at the disposition of' the quarierzrtasier's department for
tihe transportation of the baggage aid stores of' tile army.

Youj will, therefore, cause all such persons to be assembled in the nei-ih-
borhood of .lackson ville, otl the St. Johit's, and at 'T'ampa Bay, or (.allrotte
itarbor-pouits wvhitch cai be approached by sailing vessels; alld, enl iillor-
mfltiout beintgi received hiare of' the tin mlbr so to he sutpp)lied, nieastirts will
be taken, beltOre tle cotzi'nencemient ot active operations, to detach this
service front tile army allogether, anid eniploy agents to attend to it.

Very respectfully, &c.,
J. R, POINSETr.

Major Genteral T. S. Ji.sup,
Cic eiy's Ferry, lorida.

(This should have fklluwed letter of October 13, 1837, to Governor Call, (p. 23,) in which it is
referred to.]

PAYMASTER GENERAL'S OFFICE,
Wus/Ligtoit, October 12, 1837.

tiR: I have the honor to return Governor Call's letter to you of the 26th
ultirtno, referred to me to "' report thte lorce employed, .aid by what auithor-
ity," the r'aytuenjt of which forats the silb ject of the Governor's letter.

1 aini imiable to furitish tile iniforntation, as no rettirits or rolls of the force
alluded to hlatve been obtained by this department, although earnestlvcalled
for. Iti onte of Go)vernor Caill's letters to me, hie says there are eight or ten
companies tltat rentaitt to be paid ; this, with Paymiaster Forsyth's letter, (a
copy of which is herewith enlclosed,) is all the information I have on the
subject.

It would appear, from the Governor's letter, that he had been in corres-
pondence with me for the last six months, urging the payment of those
troops, withtotit having produced a corresponding effort on my part to have
it effected. You will perceive by the enclosed, that Paymaster. FIorsyth
was sent to Tallahassee for the express purpose of settling the claims the
Governor mentions, and Shat the Governor himself advised him to leave
that place before he had done so, to procure better funds: You are aware, sir,
that at the time the paymaster was here, it was not in the power of the de-



partirient to obtain better finds from the Treasury. You wvill also perceive
that it was his opinion that most of the clainis required to he audited before
thlrev couldihe paid. Under such cirenirnstances. I ordered Major Forsythl to
J)et roil lo relieve Paymitiaster Larned, who is now on his way to llorida;
aw id ufnriiied G(overinor Call that, as soon Its a paymaster conId be obtained,
lie would be senl to Tlallalhassee. In the nmat1 time I urged him to have
the coarparides nimstered, (which had never been done,) and a roll of each
Coim pany S(liat to thliS place. This has not yet been done, and it is probable
1Rayttiaster Nlap's, wvho htas hbeei asSigined to the duty, anid iS IoIW oi his
wvaytO 'l'a I hihassee, wvlI have to wait ii until the miuster is made, the rolls
transmitted to this place, arid returned, before lie can act.

Respectfully, your obedient servant,
NT. OOWSON,

Paymaster General.
Hon. J. R. POINSETT,

Secretary of War.

[This should have lolbwed thc letter of December :30, 1837, to Governor Call, (page 21,) in
w hiih it is referred to I

LPAYMASTlt1 GElNE RALS OFFICE'ic1,
Decenm ber 2S, 1S37.

SiR: I have the honor, herewvith, to return Governor Call's letter of the
itliliHistalni, referred to inc wvith the following endorsemilent: T heIIC Secre-
tarv desires to kiiow whether Governor Call reported the number ofn1ien in
seirvic(e. anGd the reason of the call. lThe Adjutant General's ollice may be
able to i nr iish evidence of this."

It will he seen by tile endorsement of the Adjutant General on the Gov-
ernior's letter, that there is rio information onl the sublject in his office.

Thue Governor states, iii his letter to you of the 27th, (suipposed October,)
1837, herewitfi enclosed, the object for which the troops were called otit, anrd
that it wvas nupolr his own authority, which he thinks sufficient to authorize the
pavirneiit, arid says: H[-Iitherto, I know it has not been necessary to send
tlih( mi-ster-rolls to the Paymaster General before the troops were paid. I
speak with confidence on the subject, because I know it has not been the
pract icc.

" l he troops that entered the service last winter, both in East and Mid-
dle Florida, werc ordered out hy me. In the east they have been promptly
paid while in the middle district, with the exception of Myrick's and Evans's
companies, none have been paid for more than twelve months."

1 have llO knowledge of arty troops servingr under precisely the same cir-
curnstances, that have been paid, except those provided for by the second
section :f tie act of May 2S, 1836, of which a prirtted copy is enclosed.

Tlhis act, it will he seen, was retrospective, antd, therefore, Cannot apply
to srich as were subseqtuently called into service. Paymasters are not au-
thiorized to pay troops unless duly called out, or the service subsequently
sanctorted by auithiority from the Secretary of War, or general commanding
the UTnited States troops in the field.

I do not finid the number of volunteers stated in any of the Governor's
letters ; but Paymaster Mapes has sent me an estimate, which, he says, is
founded on data furnished by Governor Call, from which it appears there
are I colotiel, 2 majors, 4 quartermasters, 3 surgeons, a nonl commissioned
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Etatff, (number not stated,) and 27 companies; also, 250 men now in service,
riot included in the 27 companies, making an aggregate of 1,657 ; tile
greater part, he says, are mounted, and that it will require 8,$11S,522 58 to
pay them.

I anm, sir, very respectfully, your most obedient servant,
N. TOWSON, Paymaster General.

-Ion. J1. R. POINSETT,
Secretary of Var.

[Enclosed in ihw recyclingg. I
AN ACT to provide for the payinent of expenses incurred and supplies furnishcdl on nccount

of ;le militia received illo thie service of thle United States ;f)r the defnce of Floridla.

Be it enactedI by the Senate and lioise of Rej)resentatives of the Un itcd
NVates of America jn Can-rress assembled, That tile Secretary of War be,
and he is hereby, directed to causC to be paid the expenses that have been
incurred, anid the supplies that, have been furnished, ini the States of South
Carolina, Georuia, Alabama. Louisiana, and the Territory Qf Florida, onl ac-
count of thie militia received into tile service of the United States for thle
defence of Florida: Provided, Timat the aCCOlutS for these clairms slhall be
examined and audited at the Treasury, as in other cases.

SEC. 2. A17n1d be it fitrtlher enCited, That the Secretary of War be author-
ized to cause the militia called Out to defend East Ulorida, by Generals
Clinch and H1eriaridez, or bv the Governor of Aliddle and WN est Florida,
and such other militia and volunteers as have been received and mrustered
inlto the service of the United States and regullarly discharged,. to be paid in
like manner with the volunteers and militia ordered into service under or-
ders fromn thle War Department. -

JAMES K. POLK,
1SY)eakcer of the House of Relresenlatives.

M. VAN BUREN,
Vice 1`resident U. S. and President of the ASentate.

Approved: May 28, 1S36.
ANDREW JACKSON.

[The fivecfblluwijnllocutlellts should have followed letter of June 9, 1638, to Governor Call
page~t.16jCll
WARt DEPARTMENT, hlarch 1, 1S39.

SiR: I have the honor to enclose a copy of my communication of
yesterday to General rl'aylor, requesling hinm to authorize your excellency
to call into service a militia force of not exceeding 300 men, in the event of
emergency.

Should your excellence not have heard from General Taylor on the sub-
ject previous to the receipt of this communication, you will be pleased to
consider it as sufficient authority for making the call, if it shall be advisa-
ble to do so.

Very respectfully, your most obedient servant,
J. R, POINSETT.

His Excellency R. K. CALL,
(;overnor of Flioida, Tallahassee- Fa.
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[Enclosure ill the preceding letter of March 1, 1839.]

WAR DEPARTMENT, February 28,1839.
SIR: Information has been received, through the honorable C. Downing,

in a letter addressed to him by Governor Call, that several murders have
recently been committed in the neighborhood of Tallahassee by parties of
hostile Indians. With a A-!evw, therefore, to afford protection to the inhabit-
ants of that part of the Territory, I have to request that you will give au-
thority to his excellency, we never the emergency arises, to call into ser-
vice alt effective ;:rnitia fori ,;, lot to exceed 30 mIen ; and that you xvill fur-
nish himl with i:: icec.sarv staff officers for mustering said militia into
service, and pro cidu ng thtl necessary supplies.

Very rmspectfully, &c.,
J. R. POINSETT,

Secretary of War.
Brevet Brigadier General Z. TAYLOR,

Comnmlandin0,- army of the South, port Broolke, Florida.

WAR DEPARTAIENT, August 2-1, 1S39.
SIR: I have the honor to aeknowledgre the receipt of your excellency's

letter of the 5th instant, enclosing a copy of your correspondence with Col-
onel Davenport, on the stubjert of his refusal to furnish supplies for troops
called out by you, which will he submitted to the Secretary of War, who is
absent from the city at this time.

Very respectfully, your most obedient servant,
S. COOPER,

Acting Secretary of War.
His Excellency RI. Ki. CL.Lr,

Governor of Florida, Tallahassee.

WAR DEPARTMENT, August 30, 1839.
SIR: I enclose, for your information an extract from instructionsthis

day issued to General Taylor, authorizing the raising of a militia force, not
to exceed three hundred men, to be placed under your control, and whose
operations you are authorized to direct.

Very respectfully, your most obedient servant,
S. CO(OPER,

Jcti??g Secretary of War.
His Excellency R. K. CALL,

Governor of Florida, Tallahassee.

[Enclosure in preceding letter of August 30, 1839.]

WAR DEPARTMENT, AugDust 30, 1839.
SIR: I have been directed by the Secretary of War to request that you

will, without delay, authorize the Governor of Florida to raise a militia
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force, tiot to exceed threc hundred men, which must be mustered into the
service of the United States, and organized according to the laws and regu-
lationis. This force must be fuirnishled with suitable staff officers from tihe
retriflar troops, for the purpose of providing it with the necessary supplies
of slibsistence, transportation, &c. It will be placed under the orders of
the Governor, who will l)e authorized to direct its operations.
You are requested to state, for the information of thc Secretary of War,

what amount of inilitia force can, in your opinion, be raised within the
Territory of Florida, and he relied on for active and efficient service.
A copy of these instructions has been transmitted to Governor Call.

S. (00PER,
Acting Sccrelary of War.

Brig. Gen. Z. TAYLOR,
Tampa Bay, Florida.

[This Sliold have followed thC letter of September 18,1836, to the Secretary of War, (page -i.)

TALLAHASSEE, ASNeptenzber 19, 1836.
SIR.: The death of Captain Shannon has left me without a quarternias-

ter, anid without funds to make time necessary preparations for the approach-
ing camrpalign. The Union Bank of Florida, with great liberality, has ad-
vanced the amount required ; and I have this day drawn on you, in favor
of John G. Gamble, president of that institution, for thirty thousand dol-
lars, which I hope you will duly honor.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant.
R. K. CALL,

Governor of Florida.
lion. li vwis CASS,

'S'ecretary of War.
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